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"DALAN Network Educates about Decolonization of
Netadata™

By Sandy Campbedl, Peter Lund and Shannon McAllster

The impact of colonization is immenss, influendng everything from national gavernance Lo justice systems (o
the subject headings i our library catalogues. Decolonization efforts, broadly, are activities that are designed

Lo ameliorate the negative impacts of cofonization. DALAM, the University of the Arctic Thematic Network on

the Decolonization of Arctic Libvary and Archives Metadala, 1 a network that focuses on library subjea

headings and dassification systems, ardhival descriptons, and other metadata thal are incorred, culturally

inappropriate, dercgatory or otherwise unacdeplable within polar libraries and archives.

Established in 2023, DALAM is bringing logether resources related (o the decolonization of metadata, creating

spaces [or people (6 come together Lo dincuss Lthese issues and praviding education and Lraining on these

LOpICs Lo the library and archival communily &S well a5 Lo the general public

Who needs to be educated and why?

We all do. While the need to decolonize & becoming & large part of public discourse, many people,
both those who wark in libraries, archives, and mussums and those who are users of those services,
Mmay be unaware of the Naws in our dassification schemes and have not had the oppariunity (o kearn
about the impacts of colonization in metadata and archival description.



What do they need to learn about?

Coloniaf impact in metadata and description has many lerms. For example, users may highlight the use of old

and cutdated place names. They may find subject headings that are no longer appeopriate or even
dercgalory. Names of people or groups ol people may be those assigned by colonial institutions, rather than
the names those people use for themsebves, Terms for groups of people may be very broadly applied and may
not identify specific groups, rendering them invisible within the metadata. Other terms may encampass a

colomial paint of view, for exarmple “discovery of lands”, which = not shared by colonized peoples

People who work within libraries, archives and museums have identified the need to develop skills to &

them Lo mave forward wilh decolonization ol metadata and description 0 Lo being able w adentily
terminalogy that requires decolonization, tey need Lo be able 1o create sale spaces for all users by identifying

the presence ol potentially offensive and harmiul terminalagy in their metadats. They need w learn how Lo
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What are the challenges that DALAM has
encountered in educating about decolonization
of metadata?

The main challenge DALAM has encountered in educating its own members and athers about decalonization of
metadata is that it & a relatively new practice. In addition 1o educating others, we are educating ourselves,

Much of owr instruction and learning has 1o concentrate on fundamental aspedts, explameng the background Lo
9 P

the problem and identifying the basic steps for maoving lorward,

DALAM members come fram both the Arctic region and other parts of the world. Different parts of the Arcic

have very different colonization histones, so teaching needs Lo address decolonization in those different

ervironments and among different people. For example, we need 10 understand if decolanization efforts with
Inuit metadata will resonate with Sams people and vice versa, Decolonization of metadata is a challenge lor
librarians outside of the Arctic as well: What can we learn [rom decolonization of metadats work that has been

applied o [Indigenous peoples beyond the Arctic such a5 First Nations, Maaors, and Pasifika?

The scale of the work that needs Lo be done in Arclic metadata decolonization is a0 a challengse, Thege

problems exist in every library, archive and museum that conlains material about Arctic peoples. Many

practtioners who need Lo learn about decolonization of metadala actually work with metadata directly, so what

they need i< practical help, While we need Lo learn about theoretical or political concepls, these might not be

very useful o them, or worse, might be everwhelming.



Oiher chalenges arise Tam Lhe fao hal sven wilhin communities of colanized people, ndiiduals may nol
agres aboul apgropriale werminologies and spellings. Learming about decobani sation af rmetadals is sometimes
&% much abaul learning fow o identify and approsch communilies 1o delermine approprisle erminalogy.

Image 1: DALAM Meeling
Image 2: The Universal Decime! Classifficotion system allows for the geagrophic groupings of books, feg: Nuateat) an
opproach mare chasely aligred with Indigenous world wews.
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