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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the reliability of scoring the story grammar portion of the Edmonton Narrative Norms Instrument (ENNI; Schneider, Dubé, & Howard, 2005) directly from audio recordings. The ENNI is an assessment tool for collecting language information from children aged 4 to 9 through storytelling.  Narratives have been found to be useful in assessment of language as they are a form of language found in everyday life, and they require children to combine language for a purpose. The authors hypothesized that if the stories could be scored for story grammar elements from audio recordings rather than from written transcripts, the time needed for scoring of tests could be greatly reduced.  The Test of Narrative Language (TNL; Gillam & Pearson, 2004) has reported reliability in on-line scoring of a similar task. After completing an initial training session using previously scored transcripts, the three authors scored a combined 20% of the original stories. The scores obtained were compared with the original scores obtained from transcripts to determine agreement. Cohen’s kappa revealed excellent agreement with the original scores, as well as within raters. The authors concluded that on-line scoring of the ENNI is a reliable alternative to transcription. 
