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» This project will use corpus-assisted discourse studies (CADS) to analyze and compare the information behaviours of This project will employ a mixed methods approach, with a
users of three Reddit diet communities: Loselt, Keto, and 1200isPlenty focus on qualitative discourse analysis for further ’ e Gath £ Reddit usi )
« Harré and van Langenhove’s (1999) positioning theory and Hersberger, Murray, and Rioux’s (2007) conceptual examination of discourse and information behaviour ENHEL Eolrprolie) vl nEehel I s it
framework of information behaviours in virtual communities will serve as project frameworks, with a specific focus on ' Python )
the role of virtual community and information behaviour in the formation of identity Discourse analysis:
« Current rhetoric in the health and wellness realms fuels a growing diet industry that overwhelms people with information L e : ~ A : R
. ualitative data analysis and
* In the USA, approximately 45 million Americans attempt a diet each year, with 50% of those attempted being fad ;ZZS;ZCIeyir?fi tSsOv(\:/Iiec]IIe“sfte,sg:::r(?l?r?r?sig:\OeUQZhO?g?IySIS of g) ding y
diets (Boston Medical Center, n.d., Fitzgerald, 2014) . . . . y
» Millions of people turn to online diet communities for information, guidance, and support every year, and while information !ncludes facet;tcl)-fa(;:e mteraf[:tlon,(;\on-lyerbal mtera_ctl(i.n, |
professionals have studied various aspects of online diet communities in the past, there has been no large-scale . mages{hsym 0'S, hOle(m.en S t?n to?hlne corr;mutplca |]?n e Data synthesis and formation of
comparative discourse analysis of users’ information behaviours among and between forums (Braga Enes et al., 2019; OW? © researc. ertoinvestigate the construction o arsument
Manikonda, Pon-Barry, Kambhampati, Hekler, & McDonald, 2014; Wang, Zhao, & Street, 2017) meaning through discourse 5 J
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' Goals:
Investigate the : : :
: 5 Identify the ways in |dentify the types of Language « Uncover the role of information behaviours in the
relationship between D . : : : ) ..
: . which information information shared |dentify the development of virtual communities
identity and : : inf : ds of
information behaviours vary and exchanged in information needs o | | | | | |
behavi . f between online diet online diet community members * - Examine the information behaviours of online diet
3, alwours |n 0? Al communities communities community members, and the role of identity and
[EU EeimibverE=s position in current online discourse regarding diet and
Discourse weight loss
Analy5|s » Help practitioners produce timely, accurate, and
relevant consumer health information resources that
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Harré and van Langenhove’s (1999) positioning VIRTUAL COMMUNITIES ractice SAMPLE TEXT DATA

theor.y:. | | Hersberger, Murray, and Rioux’s (2007) framework

* Individuals and groups use discourse to locate their of information behaviours in virtual communities: © reddit @ rose o
Diagram 3: Components of discourse analysis R —

place Wlthln SOCIety 1_ Foundational bUiIding bIOCkS Posted by u/acatnamedwalter New 5 hours ago

 Positioning is the cyclical and interactive process of 2 Social networks as information networks DATA COLLECTION : Emotions and weight loss: questions for members
communication acts, storylines, and positions

1. What was the lowest point in your life?

3' Informatlon eXChange Corpus-aSSisted discou rse StUdies (CADS): 2. What was the lowest point as it relates to your weight and body image?
. 3. How long have you dealt with body image and weight issues; looking back, were
° CADS uses Iarge textual datasets and teXt anaIyS|S you really that overweight, or did your restrictive diet-entrenched lifestyle actually
backfire and lead you to a viscious cycle of deprivation/over-indulgence, thus
Softwa re to merge CO rpus Ilng u IStICS and d ISCOU rse bringing about the end effect of making you even more overweight?

4. What do you say to people who are at their highest weight or truly suffering with
hating their current body, who need to begin losing weight (probably again) from

4. Information sharing
A analysis
* Underutilized in information science, CADS can be used ® 23 Comments b Share |} Save -
to assess hOW SOCiOCUIturaI Context playS into information 4 Posted by u/IntrinsicCryBaby 22F | 5'6 | SW: 188 | CW: 158 | GW: 130 14 hours ago
.o . . . . . . . 20 T can't be my own worst enemy and my own cheerleader at the same
Gratification Discontentment behaviours (Given, Hicks, Schindel, & Willson, 2014; ¥ time. e

Mautner, 2005; Thornbury, 2010). il e 2 defi 98% o the ime, thouigh not nearly as (arge a aenit 5 4 prefer. Tve
. . also been continuing to work out, and just hit a PR running at the gym yesterday. But I
* COrpOra from LOSG't, KetO, and 1200|SP|enty Wl” be know I'm not;oing?hte bestIcartw.I'vere;n i'lcwternallybea%in;tmyge);fuz) art1d thi):‘\kin;
i . horrible things about where I am and how I look. And it's no wonder I have been
C ) t. gathered US”‘]g the Python Reddlt API Wrapper stfrugglingIto eatt r;)t/)allottifj catloriei!lhazen‘tltl)eeln tal|<cijng';tcare o:)myselfmedn:]ally, atnd
Ommunlca |0n . . o.course reacted by wan mg oea em_o ionally; co'u n't even be open an ones.
° EaCh Corpus Wl” COntaIn pOStS from July 1, 2019’ to \;V:Tthtlr:i:zc‘ilifif:ttlPr;or;ve:w:ed;rl;:\s/is;ehurtlng me. I don't blame myself at all for crumbling
ACts December 31 , 201 9 I sat down today and reminded myself of all of the things I've accomplished since I
+ Qualitative analysis software will be used to locate o > s B e o
_ o . Diaaram 2: Information behaviours in virtual communities framework discursive patterns Figure 1. Reddit Loselt community homepage. Retrieved from
Diagram 1: Positioning theory triangle lagram <. ‘nformation benaviours In virtual commu https://www.reddit.com/r/loseit/
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