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Abstract

v

This dissertation is based on the thedretical positions that
-there»is‘a‘rglatignship between perceived pargntal behaviors and.
deviant beha&iors; and E114s' theoretical pasition that there is

° a relationship betwéen a person's irrational beiigfs and emgtional
disturbance. From these theoretical positidns was developed the
hypotheses that prostitutes woufd perceive their par!%&s as being
more rejecting, more. casual and Tess aemanding thanithe non-prostitute
qroup and that the prostitute group wod]d possess irrationa] beliefs
to a greater degrée than the non-prostitute group.

The prostitute group and ton-prostitute group that’participated

in this study were from th; Edmonton area. Both groups were admin-
istered the Seigleman and Row (1972) Parent-Child Relationship
Questionnaire and the Aduit Irrational Ideas Inventory. The prostitute
‘'group alone was given the Personal Opinion Questionnaire. The purpose
of this questionnaire was to get some personal feelings from the
prostitutes themselves related to their profession. -

The results of the P.C.R. Questionnaire and the AIl Inventory
were calculated and !he means compared by using t tests of significance.
The results of Personal Opinion Questionnaire were collated and are
presented in Chapter IV.

\\\_,/”'_ Two conclusions were drawn from the results:

1. Women in prostitution perceive their parents as being more casual,

less loving and_less demanding than do the non-prostitute group.’

Q

2. Women in prostitution possess irrational beliefs to a greater

degree than do women in the non-prostitute group.

Iv
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. CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.. General 5rob]eg

Prostitution has long béen the subject of social conversation,
curiosity,‘gnd to a certain extent, empirical research (Benjamin, 1969,
1964; Bryan, 1965, 1966; Jackman,. 0'Toole & Geis, 1967, Greenwald, 1976;
Wenick and Kinsey, 1970). Therg are two questions to which these
studies have typically addressed "themselves, namely (;) what accounts
for prostitution as a pheﬂomenoﬁ in a society? and (2) why do women
enter prostitution? The current study is more related to the latter
cuestion and concerns itsel(\with prostitutes from two specific perspec-
tives: (1) their perceptions of parental behaviors toward them; anq, (2)
the extent to which they possess irrational beliefs.

To the writer's knowledge, there is no existino research that has
snpecifically dealt with the issue of perceived parental behaviors and
;;ostitution. However, from their investigations Choisey (1960), Glover
{1945) and Aqoston (1967), who dealt directly with causes of orost1tut1on,
indicated that parent-child relationships were a factor in a girl's de-
cision to become a prostitute. In her study of twelve prostitutes,
Choisev (1960) stated that “in prostitution the girls seek revenge on
their parents, especially their fathers” (p. 41). Agoston (1967) repor-
ted that “invariably the nrostityte feels reiected by her parents"

'p. 66). Furthermore, Glover £1945) said that “the prostitute suffers
from hostility towards her mother and disappointment with her father"
{p. €39, )

Although the above studies are concerned with parent-child rela-

‘onships and not with the child's perception of these relationships,

L)
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the influence of the latter can hardly be ignored since the importance ’
“of a child's perception of his parents' attitudes and behavior and the
influence of these perceptions on his personal-social adjustmenf has
been well established (Schaefer, 1965; Piaget, 1951; Serot and Teevan,
1950). Schaefer {1965) administered the Child's Report of Parental
Behavior Inventory to a group of 160 delinquent boys and girls. From
the results of this study he concluded that a child’'s adjustment was
more related to his perception of his parent's behavior than to the
parents' actua1\behavior.

Piaget (1951) gave credence to the importance of this topic by
stating that the developing child's perception of his pgrent's behavior
influenced his perception of the behavior of others. That is to say, ’
if the child perceived his parents' behavior as loving, rejecting,
demandina, etc. he tended to interpret others as behaving in a similar
wav.

Further evidence by Serot and Teevan (1950) has also indicated the
importance of the child's perception of parental behavior. In their
study, 102 nine and ten year old boys and girls were administered the
Swanson Child-Parent Relationships Scale and the California Test of
Personality. Their findings showed that there was a significant cor-
relation (.80) between poor adjustment and perception o% parental
behavior as being rejecting and hostile.

These studies, together with those of Choisey (1960), Glover (1945),
and Agoston (1967) are indicative of the importance of parent-child
behaviors as they are perceived by the child and as they relate to

females in prostitution. Since this was a nceded area of research which

had not been properly emphasized vet, one of the purposes of the present



study was to investigate the relationship between perceived parental
behaviors and prostitutiog.

It should be noted, however, that when studying the berception of
parent-child relationships, the researcher must be cognizant that a .
person's behavior $ related both to the objective stimulating condi-

g ‘tions and to the stimulus as it is experienced. Goldin (1969) has
pointed out that personal factors such as the subject's level of cog-
nitive development, his cognitive style, his particular emotional state,
and his defensive repertory, all add to or produce some discrepancy

@tween the objective and the phenomenological stimulus. That this
asychrony exists is recognized in this study.

As previously stateds this study also investigated the extent to
which prostitutes possess jrrationa] beliefs. To date, no research
appears to exist which deals explicitly with the relationship between
rational-irrational belief systems and prostitution. However, research
in the area of rational-irrational belief systems does show a sianificant
relationship between irratienal beliefs and abnormal behavior (g]lis,
1977). Morris X1974), in a study of prison inmates found that prisoners
functioned more on the basis of irrational beliefs than did non-prison-
ers. Hoxter (1967) studied the differences in the belief systems of
pupils representing problem and non-problem behavior in school. This
study showed that the problem group possessed irrational beliefs to a
areater 'degree than the non-problem aroup. Vargo (1972) looked at the
concent of mental health underlying two different systems of psycho-
therapy, (1) rational emotive, and (2) systematic desensitization by
reciorocal inhibition. 4Ye concluded that mentally healthy people were

more rational than mentally disturbed people.



These and other studies (Morris, 1974; Hoxtér, 1967; Davis, 1970;
Vargo, 1972; an; Eisenberg, %970) a]t‘Lugh not specifically dealing
Y with prostitution, (do point/to the fa that_socially deviant and
mentally abnormal Esdb1e poLsess more lirrational beliefs than do
"normal" people. On the basis‘of thisf rationale, the preseﬁt study
focused, ?3 part, on the existence and ‘extent of such a relationship

in prostitution.

II. Theoretical Perspectives

Parent-child Relatibnships-

. In our modern day family the strict patriarchial authoritarianism
of the past has gradually given way to democratic co-operation. With
the shift in the authority pattern of the family, the strict control
devices of commands and physical punishment which were designed to break
the child's will have been replaced by the idea of‘motivéting the child,
explaining to him why he is expected to do so and so, quiding him and
letting him make decisions he seems capable of making (Dreikurs,, 1972).

One of the reasons for the change from extreme authority to more
democratic understanding was the move away from a biological interpreta-
tion of personality to a psychosocial interpretation. With this change
has come an increased emphasis on family relationships as a factor in
fashioning the child's personality. Landis (1956) stated:

It is now recognized that the family
passes on to the child not only its
biological heritage but also its
cultural heritage. It is accepted
that the child's tendencies towards
honesty, reliability, truthfulness,
conservatism, aggression and other
traits are not so much matters of

biological capacity as of early
conditioning in the family.
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Furthermbre. psychologists such as Adler (1957) have suggested that many
of the basic personality traits are firmly imbedded in the child by the
time he has reached the age of fouf or five. If this.is the case, then
the importance of the family in forming the child's personality cannot
be over-emphasized. ‘ ‘

In a sﬁmila: vein, Bredemier and Stephenson (1967)‘Bointed out that
because the family is the first contact the child has and because of its
(thg fam{ly's) intimate nature, it has the best opportunity of any

other institution to make Pts imp;;f on the development of the Sﬁ)]d‘
Within the family system we have the complete experience world oé the .
small child. It ordinarily presents a uniform set of values which are
so constantly repeated that they become imbedded in the fibre of t;;
child's personality. If the ré]ationships within the family are not
smooth and integrated, the experience which the child gains will be

. /
based on values which may not lead to a healthy social existence but

towards delinquency. Durkheim (1961) said "we are normal beings to
the extent that we are social beings". This can be interpreted to

mean that we will do what is right (follow the norm) as long as we have
learned to take on the values of others. In this sense theadopting of
the value system of others allows the super ego to dictate or control

our norming process, thus faci]itgting attachment to others. If this
adaptation to the value system of our parents is rejected, we have the
situation which Reis (1%51) sdoke of, namely 'people with immature ego
controls and delinquent social roles". This rejection of parents' value
systems and consecuent nonacceptance of the norms results in a disruption
in and weakening of family relationships. These factors were implied by

Ralph (1955) to be causes of prostitution. He wrote:



The causes of a person taking up prosti- o
tution stems from a state of not having
any ties with her family. The ordinary
person seeks a bondage, i.e. an attach-
ment, between himself and his family
and other social systems, thus ensuring
- that he will never not‘belong. The
prostitute finds her belongingness in
the groups of prostitutes.

Although the family must exer;jse influence on the development of
the child, Landis (1956) and Devereaux (1970) pointed out tﬁat too much
can be disasterous. If the child's individuality is greatly suppres-
sed, if too much control is exercised, or if reality is too over-
whe]m}ng, the child will give vent to his feelings of tension and
frustration in ways other than those imposed by the family system.
Such rigid authority could also lead to lack of respect for the auth-
ority figures and hence their values. Piaget (1968) stated that:

It is not so much the obligatory char-
acter of the rule laid down by the
individual that makes us respect the
individual. It is the respect we feel
for the individual that makes us

regard as obligatory the rules Me

Tays down.
y

In short, Piaget is saying that it is the respect for the person
laying down the controls that is the source of the law. In so far as\
the child has a loving relationship with his parents and adults in
general, he will accept their values. Conversely, inéofar as the
respect is undermined, the rules will tend to lose their obligatory
character. Herschi (1969) summarized these points when he said:

It cannot be assumed that belief in
the obligatory character or rules

alone will maintain their efficacy
in producing conformity. (p. 216)

.

e
It is the contention of the writer that the family is an influential

agent who posits into the personality of its individual members its
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value systems as to what is right and what is wrong. In the words of
Landis (1956):

The family lays the cornerstonre of
personality and develops lasting life
patterns, which, if they conform to
those  of the community, prepare the
child for normal social living. If
relationships withtn the family are
too unbalanced, the child will be
unable to adjust properly to society.
(p. 91) .

R ]
In this statement Landis is saying that for the child to be a normally
)

adjusted social being, the family is an indispensible agent of direction.

Perceived Parental Behaviors

From the views cited above, it is evident that experiences within

the family are an importarft influence on the child's psxchosocial
development. However, according to Combs (1973), what is of ut‘ost
importance in the family relationship is not so much the relationship
per se, but how it is perceived‘by the child. He described the per-
ceptual view of Behavior as: ‘

An attempt to make judgments about

behavior from the point of view of

the individual and not from the point

of view of the behavior. (p. 177)
ﬁéop]e tend to behave according to how they see situations and not as
others see them. This is further illustrated by Combs (1973) when he
states:

What governs behaviors from the point

of view of the individual himself are

his unique perceptions of the worid

in which he lives, and the meanings

things have for him. (p. 179)

This view of perception as the personal meaning which we give to

behavior is also emphasized by Roqers (1963). He says "all that one



sees is related to his phenomenal (perceptual) field" (p. 103). Each
one operates from and interprets situations as they are experienced by
him. Hence, how parent behavior is perceived is in reality a more
direct, relevant and proximate determinant of personality development
than the behavior itself. In the words of Ausubel (1954)
) o~

Although parent behavior is an objec-

tive event in a real world, it affects

the child's development only to the

extent and in the form in which he

perceives it. (p. 108)
Therefore, to establish the nature of the actual environment to which

an individual is exposed is less relevant than to ascertain the dis-

tinguishing features of his perceived world.

Rational Emotive Theory

Some 2000 years ago, Epictetus a famous Greek philosopher, wrote
‘men are not disturbed by things but by the view which they take of
them”. This is the philosophy underlying E11is' (1962) theory of
Rational Emotive Therapy (RET) which proposes that facts or events do
not upsef’people but rather people upset themselves with irrational
beliefs which they generate about specific facfs or events in their
lives. In other words, people do not feel happy or unhaopy as a function
of external events, but rather as a result of their perception of and
reaction to these events.

Ellis (1962) views man as a highly complex, thinking, and emoting
being, possessing inherent biological and sociological tendencies to
engage in irrational thought and action. El1lis (1962) also sees man
as highly "suggestible" and hence readily indoctrinated with irrational
or erroneous beliefs common to the culture. After initial indoctrina-

. e / . . .
tion, individuals tend to reindoctrinate themselves over and over with
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the orininal irrationalities often acquired during childhood. Rein-
doctrination done consciously o; unconsciously is manifested through
self-talk and self evaluation. EITH!(1965) said that we spend a
coﬁsiderab]e amount of time in conversation with ourselves “directing”,
"chastising, "criticizing”, “praising", "scolcing”, or “shoulding”,
and "musting”. If an individual is inclined towards erroneous or
illogical views of himself and/or others, he could, through the course
of his extensive self-communication, continually focus upon "awful",
"terrible", and "horrible", thoughts which Ellis contends are the

root cause of emotional discomfort.

RET concentrates upon the individuals self-talk and aims to assist
individuals in correcting fau]ty self-communication which is seen to
create and maintain negative emotions. Ellis (1962) emphasized that
self-defeating beliefs perpetuated through self-talk may lead individuals
to behave inappropriately. RET further places with the individual the
ultimate choice of being happy or being sad. As Ellis sees it, the
individual controls his own fate. Emotional fate is determined by the
modes and patterns of either rational or irrational thinking which the
individual chooses for himself. It is E11is’ (1973) contention that
emotional upsets, as distinguished from feelings of sorrow, regret,
annoyance, and frustration, are caused by the individual's irrational
beliefs, and that these beliefs are irrational because they "magically”
insist that something in the universe should, ought or must'be different
from the way it indubitablv is. Instead of accepting responsibility for
ones thoughts, feelings and actions, individuals often blame "others”
because things are not the way they "should" or "ouaht" to be. Ellig

(1962) suggested that clinqing to such 1rrational notions only serves to

-»



foster or maintain self defeating behaviors.
The process of RET is explained by E1lis (1962) as an A-B-C

theory. This is illustrated in the following diagram.

Belief System

Activating Event s Consequence

Figure 1

As shown in Figure 1, "when a highly charged emotional consequence
(c) follows a significant activating event (A), A may seem to but
actually does not causelC. Instead, emotional consequences are largely
created:;§‘8, that is by the individual's Belief System (E11is, 1973).

Ar.emotionally healthy person convinces himself of a rational
belief (rB) which would probably include a dislike of the activating
event and a wish that it did not exist. This belief could lead the
individual to realistic feelings of regret, anger, or frustration at C,
and may lead him to react to the activating event in the future by
changing it, avoiding it, or in some other wav dealing with it (E1llis,
1973).

[f, instead of a rational belief (rB) occurring as a result of
activating event A, an irrational set of beliefs (iB) occurs, an
undesirable emotional consequence can result. The internalized senten-
ces which make up the irrational beliefs and cause the emotions at C

may consist of a progression of statements as follows:

10



“1 can't stand this Activating Event!

It is awful that it exists: It shouldn't
exist! I am a worthless person for not
being able to ward it off or immediately
get rid of it. And you are a louse for
inflicting it on me!" (Ellis, 1973, p. 177)

These statements reflect irrational beliefs in that they, too,
"magically insist that somethina in the universe should, ought, or must
be different from the way it indubitably is" (Ellis, 1973, p. 178).

The individual who reacts to an activatina event irrationally and
upsets himself, can use the consequent feeling of emotional upset as an
activating event for further irrational beliefs and more emotionally

disturbing consequences, as shown in Figure 2. This creates a kind of

chaining effect in which each succeeding emotional reaction serves as

WIS . ¢ e

11

a further activating event for yet another irrational belief, and so on.

N

Belief System

iB
Activating Event Consequence
A C1
! 181
A T Cyos
* Figure 2

In summary, parent-child relationships appear to be an important
and influencing factor in the life of an individual (Landis, 1956;
Adler, 1957; Bredeimer and Stephenson, 1967; Devereaux, 1970). It has
been indicated that how the child perceives this relationship is a

determinina factor in the development of his behavioral patterns



(Combs, 1973; Rogers, 1963; Ausubel, 1954). [t is further theorized

perception of events, and not the events them-

1962; 1973).

that it is a person's

celves, that determine nis behavior (Ellis,

12



CHAPTER 1
RELATED RESEARCH AND LITEPATURE

Researchers concerned with the phenomenon of prostitution gener-
ally believe that prost{tution stems from two basic causes, (1) poverty
of home¢ environment, i.e. rejection by father and/or mother, and (2)
the psychoanalytic point of view that an unresolved oedipal complex in
the female leaves her with a strong desire o seek revenge on her
father by having sexual intercourse with each and every male that she
can. Although the literature reviewed 'n this study concentrates for
the most part on these two reasons, it is the belief of the writer that
another dimension should be considered, namely the deqree to which pros-
titutes possess irrational beliefs. The rationale for this belief lies
1n the fact that the literature to date shows that maladaptive behavior
is closely related to the deqree to which an individual possess irration-
al beliefs. Consequently, for the purpose of tgis investigation, the
‘related literature will be dealt with in four sections, namely (1)

prostitution, (2) parent-child relationships, (3) perceived parental

behavior, and (4) rationa) emotive theory.

Prostitution

Herschi (19€3) pointed out *hat the lack of bondage to socilety
Ciauses one to drift from the norm and this point is confirmed in,
Parent-Duchatelat's (183€) studv of prostitytion. In this study,
Parent-Duchatelat found that the prostitutes in Paris during the 1830's
were illiterate, poor, illegitimate or from broken homes. In qgeneral,

he found that prior to entering prostitution, the qreat maiority of

prostitutes studied had become detached from or ~ere,not part of the

13
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greater socfal system. Sanger'(1858) showed a high correlation
between imngffant groups and prostitution. By using a questionnaire
asking such information as place of birth, economic background, and
reasons for becoming a prostitute, he found that 706 out of 2000
prostitutes surveyed in America were Irish immigrants who were arriving
in America at this time and were at most "outcasts and dislocated
groups". A large number of the American born prostitutes came from
New England, primarily from the textile towns which were also centers
of "great community disorganization." Kneeland (1913) did a similar
study in New York City, where he surveyed some 2300 prostitutes. Again
his findings bear out previous research, namely that the large major-
ity of prostitutes come from immigrant girls, in this case from Russia
with Jewish background. It can be concluded from these stud{es that
prostitutes come from the dislocated, dispossessed and tne helpless.

In Tooking at causality in prostitution, Davis (1937) stated
that part of the reason women become prostitutes is because in so
doing they get paid not only for the sexual services they provide, but
also for their loss of social status. He arqued that women who become
prostitutes, ipso facto become outcasts condemned by the moral systems
of modern western societies. This for Davis implied some form of per-
sonality disorder in the girl and prostitution is only a symptom of
some greater underlying problem. In the same vein, E111s (1936) also
argued that the rationale for prostitution 1s based on some p;ycho]ogical
problems encountered by the prostitute.

Abraham (1942) arqued without any empirical evidence, that it is
only when a woman is unable to enjoy sex with one partner that she feels

compelled to change partners constantly, in other words to become a



L4

15

.

“Female Don Juan". 1In this way she avenges herself on every man by
demonstrating that the sex act which is so important to him (c]ien%)
is not imporfant to her. She is thus Bumi]iating all men by having
intercourse with any and all customers, Glover (1960) saw the flaunt-
ing of sex (intercourse) as a direct outcome of the non-resolved
Oedipus conflict. He arguéd that even though the prostitute has broken
away from her home and love ties with her father, beneath the surface
of rebellious independence, the prostitute suffers ffom childish hos- N
tilities towards her mother and acute disappointment with her father,
which leads her to an unconscious hostility towards males in general
and towards homosexual tendencies. Caprio (1961) took the theory of
homosexuality much fa.'ther than Glover and stated that:

Prostitution is a defence mechanism

against homosexuality which forces the

prostitute to turn to a pseudo hetero-

sexuality rather than take overt

homosexual action. (p. 216)

Still further studies in the father-child relationship show the
reasons for prostitution as being in the unresolved oedipal conflict.
Choisey (1960), in her study of twelve prostitutes concluded that the
union of the prostitute was one of debasement in which both partners
expressed their aggression and hostility in a sado-maﬁochistic rela-
tionship, with the qirl seeking revenge on her father and the man on
his mother. In accordance with Choisey (1960), Rado (1956) pointed out
that indeed prostitution is an extreme form of self abasement and arqued
that it is a response to an unresolved father attachment. Jackman,
0'Toole and Geis (1967) found in their Sstudy that prostitutes became

alienated from the parents following a break with the father towards

whom/fhsy exp;%ssed extreme hostility.
Al \' .
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The studies dealing with the psychology of prostitution as

quoted abobve suagested an unacceptable home (parent§) relationship,
(Parent-Duchatelat, 1836; Sanger, 1858; Kneeland, 1913). In a sense
they showed a deprivation of love and affection and the inability to form
successful relationships with others (Glover, 1960; Choisy, 1960; Rado,
1956). Agoston (1967) very definitely related prostitution to rejection
during childhood by the parents. He spoke of the castration fear in

‘ .
all prostitutes but added that co-existing with this fe.r was the fact
that\invariably the prostitute felt completely rejected by both
parents. In her frustrated attempt to break this rejection and break
through her emotional isolation, the child finally reacted with the
determination never again to display real emotion, only pseudo-emotion,
and even this only for a price. This rejection and emotional isolation
was also indicated by Greenwald (1970). In this study the most thorouah
and scientific treatment to date on the upper class prostitute,
Greenwald concluded that not one of the girls in his study had parents
who had a permanent, well-adjusted marital relationship. Seventy-five
percent reported that their homes were broken before they reached
adolescence. In the homes where the marriages were not broken there
was no evidence of sympathy or affection between the parents. Divorce
and common-law living seemed to be prevalent. Parental rejection was
common to the prostitute. In his research over ninety-nine p;rcent
of the girls stated that they were rejected by their fathers who left
home and by mothers who remained but who constantly reminded them of
what a burden they were and what sacrifices had been made for them,
This, Greenwald said gave them their feeling of worthlessness and of

<

not belonging which was so characteristic of the group.



Discipline was extremely uneven in the lives of these girls in
Greenwéld's study. The majority of thHem (75%) moved constantly from
foster hqme to foster home or from various boarding schools. This
caused a lack of consistency in their lives and prevented them from
experiencing any type of bond or relationship with any one group
within society.

Most of the girls in this study had early sexual experiences for
which they were rewarded. As Greenwald stated:

They discovered at an early age that they
could get some measure of. affection, of
interest (of belonging), by giving

sexual gratification. This set the pattern
for future life. (p. 180)

In giving this sexual gratification, they were rewarded by over-
coming, no matter how temporarily, their feelings of worthlessness and
loneliness, and at the same time, éxpressed their hostility towards
their parents. These females seemed to realize early in life that sex
was a commodity which they coﬁ]d barter for some form of emotional
contact which was lacking in their own family situation.

The image of one or both parents is usually incorporated into
the personality of an individual. It is that image that is frequently

the source of knowledge of what is right and what is wrong. In the

study carried out by Greenwald, the feelings of rejection reported by

his sample made this process of identification incomplete and distorted.

Their blunt expression of hatred for their parents and the feeling that
their parents were out to get them made it virtually impossible for
them to incorporate parental images as sources of identification and of
internal control. Greenwald concluded that:

[t is this 1sck of identification and
consequent lack of internalized controls

17
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(social and individual control) that
made this sample particularly suscep-
tible to a lifeof prostitution. The
girl who is tied to her family with
bonds of love and affection does not
become a call girl. (p. 208)

Gray (1973) in a study of -teenage prostitution found results that
were similar to Greenwald (1970). From her study of some 21 girls in
the Seattle area she stated that all the girls she interviewed came
>from homes broken by separation or divorce. Parent-child relationships
generally appeared to be very poor. The typical feelings regarding
their parents are reflected in the following excerpt from her
interview:

Tq be honest with you, there wasn't
anything good about it (parent
relationship) because I had so many
problems with my father. What he
said went, and what 1 had to say
wasn't important. What he said
goes. (p. 107)

By the time these girls reached adolescence, parental ties and
attachments to their family had become weak. Relationships with both
parents were shown in this study to be poor due to inadequate supervision,
lack of intimacy, poor communication patternsAand consistent failure
of the parents to provide positive social reinforcement in the form of
attention, affection or effective communication.

Consistent with the studies of Gray (1973) and Greenwald (1970),
Sipova and Nedoma (1973) found that prostitutes came from "disharmonic"
and "rejecting" homes. From their study of some 100 prostitutes and ¢
100 "normal” women who were the same age and who came from similar
socio-economic backgrounds, they concluded that nearly two-thirds of

the prostitute group grew up fatherless and more than one-third of

them admitted poor family relations and marital problems between
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their parents. Women in the control group for this study reported moré
casual relations with their mothers whereas the prostitute group repor-
ted that their mothers were more demanding and dominant. As regards
to father—dau?hter relationships, two-thirds of the prostitutes
reported their fathers as being hostile and rejecting whereas only one-
third of the control group reported their fathers as being unkind.
Furthermore, criminality and alcoholism were more frequent among the
parents of the prostitutes than among the parents of the control group.

The fiqdings of Sipova and Nedoma (1973) confirm those of Gray
(1973) and Greenwald (1970) by indicating that girls in prostitution
perceive their parents as being hostile and rejecting. Gray (1973)
wrote concerning prostitutes:

These girls come from cold, rejecting
families. This may not be the "cause"
of their choosing prostitution but we
can conclude that it is a predisposing
factor. (p. 111)

Although the above studies of Gray (1973), Greenwald (1970),

~and Sipova and Nedoma (1973) indicate a strong relationship between
parent-child relationships and prostitution, other, studies previously
cited (Abraham, 1942; Glover, 1960; Caprio, 1961; Choisey, 1960),
intimate that the reasons for prostitution lay in the non-resolution
of the oedipal complex. Glover (1960) caw the prostitute reacting to
this unresolved oedipal complex. Glover (1960) and Caprio (1961) saw
them as covert homosexuals, again due to the unresolved parental
identification. These psychoanalytic underpinnings of prostitution
have been refuted by writers such as Bardwick (1971) and Horney (1924,
1926). Bardwick (1971) pointed out that according to Freudian theory,

at about five years of age the girl experiences penis envy. She feels
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inferfor and castrated. She rejects her mother and blames her for having
cheated her out of a penis and consequently turns to the father.

This castration complex stimulates the oedipus complex. The "normal"
female will resolve this wish for her father and her rejection of her
mother when she selects another male and has children of her own. The
neurotic female, on the other hand, will not resolve the oedipal

complex but will continue to reject her mother and be hostile to her
father. Bardwick (1971) rejected this theory on the basis that:

1) Freud generalized from a few neurotic women to all
women.

1

2) A female cannot be jealous of a penal sensation
when she never experienced it.

3) The oedipal conflict g%x be true for boys because
of the overt genitals but not true for girls. (0.12)

Horney (1924, 1926), while agreeing with Freud that indeed penis

envy .nd the castration complex do exist in the female, stated that

. this is not in the nature of the female but is ®initiated and promoted

by a male dominated and male created society" (p. 337). That women feel
cheated and inadequate because they haven't gnt a penis is not of female
but of male origin.

In summary, it can be concluded that prostitution appears to be
related to at least two factors. Agoston (1945), Glover (1960),
Abraham (1942), Choisey (1960), and Caprio (1961) indicateda relation-
ship between prostitution and the unresolved oedipal complex. This
relationship is questionable in light of the writings of Bardwick
(1971) and Horney (1924, 1926). The second factor is that prostitutes
tend to come from hostile and rejecting homes as borne out by Gray
(1973), Sipova and Nedoma (1973), Greenwald (1970), Jackman, 0'Toole

and Geis (1967) and Parent-Duchatelat (1836). There appears, at



least at this time, to be no literature which disputes the conclusion

of the latter studies. ' /

N

Parent-child Relationships

Much of the research concerning parent-child relationships and
their influences on the behavior of children converge to suggest that
parental acceptance, warmth and support are positively related to
favourable emotional, social and psychological development of children.
On the other hand, extreme restrictiveness, authoritarianism and pun-
itiveness without acceptance, warmth and love tend to be negatively
relat=d to a child's positive self-concept, and to his emotional and
social development.

Becker (1964), in his discussion of parent-child relatfonships,
discussed two kinds of techniques for dealing with children: love-
oriented techniques and power assertive techniques. Love-oriented
techniques include all the variables which come under the heading of
love, such as acceptance, warmth and affection, understanding, high
use of reasoning in discipline, and low-level of physical punishment,
whereas power assertive techniques encompass variables included under
hostility such as physical punishment, yelling behaviors, verbal threats
and forceful demands. Becker concluded that:

Power assertive techniques tend to be used
.y hostile parents and promote aggression

in children, resistance to authority, non-
cooperativeness, aggressive behavior ...
Love-oriented techniques tend to be used

by warm parents and tend to promote
acceptance of self responsibility, and
related internalized reactions to trans-
gression. The parents behavior then shows
the child a model of how to control behavior

and shows how important the parent bondage is
to the child. It also, by use of reasons
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(Verbal cues) facilitates the understanding
of what is expected and aids the child in
developing the ability to anticipate
consequences (p. 301)

Devereaux (1970) saw good parent-child relationships as a )

balance between hostility variables and loving variables. He Stated:
The wholesome personality development in
children requires a balanced diet of many
different kinds of parental treatment:
but if any of these essential ingredients
be either neglected or carried to excess,
various deleterious results may be expected.
For example, children need a generous
amount of parental warmth and support but
too much of this becomes smothering-
mothering and may produce excessive
dependency. (p. 117)

In Figure 3, which explains the Devereaux position, it can
readily be seen how he explains what he has termed a "theory of optimum
levels". In the inner guadrangle we see some of the child-rearing
practices which if applied in moderation, could (might) constitute a
wholesome child-rearing diet. Further out in the diagram we see
that if these practices are carried to excess they could be rather

[
crippling or unwholesome. For example, there is a need for guidance
but if carried to the extreme, that is to indulgence, it can result
in behavioral problems.

Studies dealing with parent-child relationships of children
with behavior problems, e.g. aggressiveness, anti-social and delinquent
behavior, and the tendency to be involved in disciplinary problems,
indicate the frequency of poor parent-child relations. These rela-
tions are characterized by hostility and lack of warmth, punitiveness
and a neglectful attitude. For example, Becker et al (1962) examined

the relationship of factors derived from parent interview ratings to

behavior probiems of young children. The eyjdence obtained suggested
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a struong confirmation of the hypothesis that a high degree of
hostility of both parents as well as the use of physical punishment
is related to aggressive behavior in children. Girls who were pun-
ished by mothers were more aggressi'e and girls with hostile fathers
tended to display more personality problems. N

The findings of Becker et al (1962) were supported by Jenkins
(1968) who examined the relationship between a variety of children's
behavior problems and parent-child relationships. The parents of the
aggressive and anti-social child were found to be highly hostile and
punitive in their relationship with the child, while a critical and
depreciative attitude toward the child was characteristic of mothers
of aggressive and anti-social children. In a further study of anti-
social behavior, Vogel (1962) showed that those in an anti-social
group, in contrast to those in a well-adjusted group, received little
loving and warmth from either parent, and experienced inconsistency of
discipline and verbal abuse by parents.

Symonds (1939), in a study of parental rejection and acceptance,
attempted to find how children from rejected homes differed from child-
ren of accepted homes. His conclusions showed that children from
accepted homes showed predominantly more desirable social characteristics
such as emotional stability, honesty, and dependability. whereas those
from the rejected homes showed attention getting behaviors, lack of
emotional stability, dishonesty and pronounced delinquent trends.

These studies support the thesis that love and acceptance are
positively associated with good psychosocial development whereas rejec-

tion and hostility are negatively related to it.
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Children's Perception of Parental Behaviors

Although most of the empirical literature related to parent-child
relationships has focussed on described parental behaviors and
attitudes to child response, studies such as Stott (1940), Ausubel
(1954), and Medinnus (1965) redirected attention to the fact that the
child's behavior is also related to the child's perceptions of persons
and situations. Stott (1940) administered a questionnaire to 1,878
adolescent subjects. This study showed that the perception of the
mother's behavior by the child was an important factor related to per-
sonality development. Ausubel (1954), in a study of a child's
perceptiOp of acceptance-rejection by his parents, concluded that “the
parents' behavior affects the child's personality only to the extent that
h& perceives it." In a Study of adolescents' self acceptance and their
perceptions of their parents' behavior, Medinnus (1965) administered the
Roe and Siegelman (1963) PCR and the Bills Index of Adjustment and
Values (1951) to a group of 44 college freshmen. The results obtained
showed that adolescents high on self acceptance and adijustment perceived
their parents as loving while those low on self acceptance and adjust-
ment perceived their parents as rejecting.

The importance of a child's perception of parental behavior was
further indicated by Siegelman (1965) and Medinnus (1965). A child's
perception of parental behavior and its relationships with the introvert-
extrovert syndrome was studied by Siegelman (1965). Children's opinions
apout parental treatment and classmate's ratings of pupil personality
1;2h him to conclude that extroverted children freouently described
their parents as being loving while introverted children tended to por-

tray rejecting parents. Medinnus (1965) tested delinauents' and control
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subjects'’ perceptign of parental behavior using the Roe and Siegelman
(1963) parent-chiid relations questionnaire. He found that delinquents
and control-'groups differed in the way they viewed their parents
behavior. Delinquents perceived their mothers' Sehavior as being less
rejecting than non-delinquents. Delinquents saw their fathers as being
more rejecting and demanding.

In summary, perceived parental behavior has been reported to be a
significant variable to consider when deali:L with parent-child rela-
tionships. These studies such as Stott (1940), Siegelman (1965) and
Medinnus (1965) converge to sugqest that maladaptive behaviors are

indicative of perceived rejections whereas adaptive behavior is regated

to perceived acceptance and love.

Irrational Beliefs

The relationship between Irrational Ideas (Ellis, 1962) and
abnormal behavior has been well established. Morris (1974) conducted
a study to determine if criminals operated from irrational beliefs as
postulated by E11is' Rational Emotive Theory. The Adult Irrational
Ideas Inventory (AIl) and a biographical inventory were administered
to fifty-three male prisoners serving terms from six months to two
years. Significant findings indicated that prisoners functioned more
from the irrational beliefs than a normal sample. Irrational beliefs
indicating self-centeredness, manipulation and authoritarianism were
most strongly adhered to by the prisoners.

The relationship of irrational beliefs to problem behavior is
further substantiated in the literature. Hoxter (1967) studied

deprived pupils in an urban area who presented serious school problems.

’
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The question asked in the study was: Are there differences in the
beliefs of culturally deprived pupils representing problem and non-
problem behavior. in the school settinqg’ Results of the investigation
indicated that the problem qgroup had more irrational beliefs than the
non-problem qroup.

.Further studies have indicated a positive relationship between
irrational beliefs and mental illness. Davies (1970) investinated the
relationship between irrational ideas and emotional disturbance. He
administered the AIl Inventory to a sample of mental hospital patients,
alcoholics and individuals drawn from the general population of Edmonton.

Jin support of E11is' (1962) writings, a significant difference was found
in irrational beliefs between the normal sample and both the mental
hospital patient sample and the alcoholic sample. (On the other hand,
no difference in irrational beliefs was found between the mental hospital
patient sample and the alcoholic sample. Varqo {1972} 1investiqated the
concepts of mental health underlying two different systems of psycho-
therapy. The psychotherapeutic systems explored were rational emotive
which explicitly states that the mentally healthy person is rational,
and systematic desensitization by reciprocal inribition which implicitly
assumes that the mentally healthy person ts asser*:ve. The All Inven-
tory and the Social Acquisiescence (SA measufin: Hsertiveness) were
administered to 65 psychiatric inpatients ahd € non-institutionalized
("mentally healthy") persons. Analvses of varfance showed the two
samplesto differ significantly on All Invert:r, but rot on the SA scale
scores, suggesting that mentally healthy people are no more assertive
but more rational than mentally disturbed peopie

In summary of the above studies, irrational beliefs have been
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reported to be a variable significantly related to persons exhibiting‘
various kinds of maladaptive behavior. Individuals showing normal
behavior possess more rational beliefs than individuals displaying
abnormal behavior (Morris, 1974; Hoxter, 1967; Davis, 1970; Vargo,

1972). Since prostitution is defined as a form of maladaptive behavior,
a Study of the prostitutes' belief system as defined by E1lis (1962)

should provide more insight.

Summary

In summary, the review of literature for this study was dealt with from
four perspectives (1) prostitution, (2) parent-child re];tionshios, (3)
perceived parental behaviors, and (4) rational emotive theory. It was con-
cluded that prostitution appeared to be related to at least two factors,
(1) the unresolved oedipal complex as indicated by Agoston (1945), Glover
(1960), Abraham (1942), Chofsey (1968) and Caprio (1961): and (2) a
hostile and rejecting relationship with parents as borne out bv Cray
(1973), Sipova and 'ledoma (1973), Greenwald (1970), and Jackman, 0'Toole
and Geis (1967).

The literature concernina parent-child relationships and their
influences on the behavior of children converae tg suqgest that parental
acceptances, warmth and support are positivelv related to favourable
emotional, social and psycholoqical development of children (Becker,

1964; Devereau, 1970; Jenkins, 1963; Svmonds, 1939; Roe and Cieqlemen,
1965). On the other hand, extreme authoritarianism and punitiveness tend
to be negatively related to a child's self concept and his emotional and
social development. Furthermore, the imnortance of how the child per-
ceives his parent's behavior has been Stressed by such writers as Stott

(1940), Siegelman (1965), and Medinnus (1965). Thesg <tudies suaqes ted
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that ma]adappive behaviors are indic;:ive of perceived rejection whereas
adaptive beﬁaxior is related to perceived acceptance and love. Morris
(1974), Hoxter (1967), Davis (1970), and Varqo (1972) have shown that

a high degree of irrational beliefs is related to ma]adapfive behavior.

Individuals displaying normal behavior tend to possess less irrational

beliefs then individuals displaying abnormal behavior.
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CHAPTER 111

METHODOLOGY }
/

I. Procedure and Design

SAMPLE
subjects

Tre subjects for this study were two groups of 20 women each.

Group one, the prostitute group, consisted of 20 women engaged in pros-
titution in the City of Edmonton, Alberta; and group two, the non-pros-
titute group, was comprised of 20 women working as office clerks in Six
offices in Edmonton, Alberta. The office clerks were chosen as a base

Tine group for comparison with the prostitute group, and because they,

Tike the prostitute group come from a wide range of socio-economic a;d

educational backgrounds.

Procedure

Data were collected from both the prostitute group and the non-
prostitute group by a prearranged meeting during which the subjects were
administered the Parent-child Relationship Questionnaire, the Adult
Irrational Ideas Inventory, and for the prostitute group only, the
Personal Opinion Questionnaire.

In order to arrange the meetings with the prostitute Qroup, it was
necessary to become acquainted with the prostitute scene in Edmonton.
This was initially accomplished through the coop%asfion of detectives
from the morality squad of the City Police. With their help and guidance,
the writer became knowledgeable of the street area where the girls worked

commonly known as “the strip", and the various City bars and hotel

lounges out of which they worked. With this knowledge of the prostitute
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scene, the writer was in a position to procede on his own, to make his
own contacts, and consequently to establish a good rapport with many of
the women.

Typically what happgned was that the writer.walked the "strip"
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. In the process of doing this,
contact was made with the prostitutes. In this way the writer got to
know the women by name and established good rapport with them.

In the bars and hotels the procedure for making contact consisted
of many hours of observing women who were either sitting alone or in
groups of *two or three. Based on the movements of the women, i.e. if
they went to the phone, or to the bathroom in groups cuite a number of
times, or if they left the bar with a man and returned within 30 - 40
minutes and did this two or three times an evening, the writer reached
a tentative conclusion that they were prostitutes. He then approached
the women, asked if he could Jjoin them, offered to buy them a drink and
then proceeded to tell them what he was doing and asked them hey
would Tike to participate in the study. Out of approximately women
approached, 24 consented to participate in the sfﬁdy free of charge;
seven refused outrightly; and four aqreed to participate but only if
they were paid. Of the 24 who agreed to participate free of charaqe,
four failed to follow through with the study resulting in a final out-
come of 20 women who formed the prostitute-group for this study.

The writer made arranaements to meet with the non-prostitute aroup
by visiting a number of business offices in the Edmonton area and also in
the University of Alberta. In these offices he met with the office
managers who arranged for him to meet with the office women. During
these meetings the writer explained the study to the women and showed

+
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them how to complete the questionnaire. These were left with the women

to be completed and the writer returned the following day to pick them

¢

Data on the age, education and socio-economic status of the

up.

subjects used in this study are shown in Table 1. No significant
difference was found in these data therefore, the groups are considered

. il .
similar on t‘ese variables.

Table 1

Age, Education and Socio-economic Status of Subjects

[ N e
Age Education . SES
Grade 10 Grades T
Group 17-23 24-28 29-32 or Below 11-13
e - R
Prostitute 14 3 3 7 13 47.3
Non-Prostitute 12 5 3 2 16 48.9

To determine socio-economic status, question two on the POQ which
asks the subjects parents' occupation, was asked (see Appendix D). The
answer to this question was scored according to the Pineo and Porter
(1964) Scale of occupational prestige. while several other researchers
(Tuckman, 1974; Duncan, 1961; and Blishen, 19637 have developed scales
ranking numerous occupations, the Pineo-Porter scale was selected
because of the broad cross section of occupational categories represen-
ted. Similarly, the "socio-economic” status classification also shows
a clear gradient from professional to unskilled occupations in the

means for each category (Pineo and Porter, 1964).

e e T T T SRS S
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Instruments

The Parent-Child Relations Questionnaire. The Parent-Child

Relations Questionnaire, hereafter referred to as the PCR was used to

obtain the measure of the parental behaviors as perceived by phe.;ubjects.
The PCR, devised by Roe and Sieglehan (3963), is composed of four
separate forms for same sex and cross-sex parent and child. The instru-
ment contains five categories -- Casual, Demanding, Loving, Attention

and Rejecting -- each of which is related to ten questions which are
scattered throughout the, questionnaire. ‘On the answer sheet the subject
is asked to answer each question by checking one of four options, from
very true to very untrue, receiving from five points to one point,
respectively, for each question. The sum of these scores comprise the
subjects rating for each cateqory.

Validity. At the time of this study, no published validity for
this questionnaire was available (see Appendix F).

Reliability. The test-retest reliabilities for PCR were obtained
by using the Pearson Product-moment correlations and were based on the
administration of the PCR to a qroup of seniors at Harvard University.
For father and mother, respectively, the correlations were as fol]on:
80 and .80 for Casual, .83 and 84 for Demanding, .90 and .97 for

Loving, .76 and .78 for Attention, and .85 and .76 for Rejecting.

The Agijij;rgtiona1jgga§ Inventory. The Adult Irrational Ideas

Inventory, hereafter referred to as the AIl Inventory, was used to
obtain the measure of irrational ideas held by the subjects. It was
constructed by Davies (1970) and is based on the Irrational Ideas
Inventory for Adolescents, developed by Zingle (1965). ﬁesponses are
recorded on a five point graphic Likert-type scale, which ranges from

strongly agree to strongly disagree. Statements have been worded such
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that strong agreement is sometimes very rational and sometimes very
irrational. The fina) score is the sum of all the items, with high

scores indicating more irrational beliefs and lower scores showing
fewer irrational beliefs.

Validity. This will be discussed under the headings of content
validity and construct validity.

1. Content Va]iditl

- To establish the content validity of the AII Inventory four
criteria were used. Firstly, since virtually all the items used were
either direct jtems or slightly revised items from the Zingle (1965)
1nVentory, the content validity established established by Zinagle (p. 44)
provides some supportive evidence of content validity for the AIll
Inventory. This validity was established by Z%ng]e by having three
Yudqges acquainted with E1lis’ writings on Irrational Ideas independently
label the items according to what irrational belief they felt the items
were measuring. The intercorrelations amonq the author and the judges
ranged from .75 to .85. Secondly, the original version of the AIl
Inventory was given by Davi; (1970) to Dr. EMlis for scrutiny. Of the
twelve items that Dr. Ellis questioned only three remain in the final
version of the inventory. Thirdly, the questions for the final version
of the AIl Inventory were chosen carefully by the author and no item was
used that did not concur with the opinions of two Judges familiar with

the irrational ideas theory.

2. Cons}ruct Vqudity

Since the AII Inventory is primarily an adult form of Zingle's
(1965) original, the construct validity already established by Zingle

(1965), Taft (1968), and Conklin (1965) is applicable. The findings of
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Davies (1970) and Eisenberg (1971) essentially support E]]isr.writings,
and also nwrovide positive supportive evidence of construct validity for
the AII.

Reliability. The sample used to test reliability consisted of
110 education students enrolled in EducatiOnal Psychology 471 during
the 1969 summer session at the University of Alberta. The test-retest
method during an approximate three week period yielded a Pearson
product-moment correlation coefficient of .76. The reliability was also
checked using the Kuder-Richardson formula 20. This was calculated on

both the pretest and the posttest and vielded a reliability estimate

ranging from .74 to .77.

The Personal Opinion Questionnaire. This Questionnaire was

devised by the writer and consists of nine questions (see Appendix E).
Questions 1-3 of the questionnaire are biographical in nature while

questions 4-9 inclusive deal with personal information and opinions of

the prostitute regarding prostitution.

II. Operational Definitions

The following are the definitions of terms as they are used in
this studv:
Perception of Parents
A prostitute's interpretation of her parents' behavior towards
her as a child as measured by the Parent-Child Relations Questionnaire.
Prostitute
A female who engaqes in sexual intercourse or other forms of

sexual behavior in a heterosexual relationship in return for money or

other goods.



Irrational Ideas

Irrational beliefs as outlined by Ellis (1963), (see Appendix B),

and as measured by the Adult Irrational Ideas Inventory.

Parental Behavjors

The following are the parental behaviors as defined and measured
by the scores on the Parent-Child Relations Questionnaire:
Rejection. Parents using this behavior reject the child as an

individual. They are cold and hostile towar?s him, derogate him and

make fun of him, his inadequacies and his problems. They may frequently

-

leave him alone and not permit other children in the house. They have
no regard for the child's point.of view. The regulations they make are
not for the sake of training the child but for protecting the parents
from his intrusion.

Loving. These parents give the child warm and loving attention,
They try to help him with projects that are important to him, but they
are not intrusive. They are more Tilely td‘reason with the child than

punish him, but they will punish him. They give praise but

not Tndiscriminately, they try to help him through problems in the best
way for him. The child feels able to confide in them and to ask them
for help. They invite his friends to the house and try to make things
attractive for them. They encourage independence and are willing to
let him take chances to grow towards it.

Qgﬁ@pgjpg. Parents in this group set up high standards of accom-
plishment in particular areas, manners, school, etc. They impose

strict regulations and demand unquestioning obedience to them, and they

do not make exceptions. They expect the child to be busy at all times
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in some useful activity. They have high punitiveness. They restrict
friendships in accord with these standards. They do not try to find
out what the child is thinking or feeling, they tell him what to think

or feel.

Casual. These parents pay more attention to the child and are
mildly affectionate when they do. They will be responsive to him if
they are not busy at something else. They do not think of him or plan
for him but think of him as part of the general situation. They don't
worry about him and make little definite effort to train him. They are
easygoing, have few rules, and make little effort to enforce those they
have.

Attention. This includes parents who give the child's interest
first priority. They are very indulgent, provide special privileges,
are demonstratingly affectionate, may be gushing. They select friends
carefully, but will rarely let him visit other homes without them. They
protect him from other children, from experiences from which he may
suffer disappointment, or discomfort or injury. They are highly intru-
sive and expect to know all about what he is thinking and experiencing.

They reward dependency.

-
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The hypotheses for this study are as follows:

EIQ}}fFPF?ﬁ_?PPANQFfpfpﬁﬁj}Pﬁﬁﬁ_P?T?ﬂﬁéj_PﬁrcePth”S
Hypothesis 1. Prostitutes will score significantly lower than

non-prostitutes on the "Loving" factor.

Hypothesis 2. Prostitutes will score significantly higher than

non-prostitutes on the "Casual" factor.



Hypothesis 3. Prostitutes will score significantly lower than

non-prostitutes on the "Attention" factor.

Prostitutes and Non-prostitutes Maternal Perceptions

Hypothesis 4. Prostitutes will score significantly lower than
non-prostitutes on the "Loving" factor.

Hypothesj§~§. Prosiitutes will score significantly higher than
non-prostitutes on the "Casual" factor.

Hypothesis 6. Prostitutes will score significantly lower than
non-prostitutes on the "Attention" factor.
Frostitutes and Non-prostitutes Belief System

Hypothesis 7. Prostitutes will possess irrational beliefs to a
significantly greater degree th;n non-pFostitutes.

This study will also attempt to delineate the types of beliefs

that typify the prostitute.
jy:_V§jﬁj}§j}pﬁ}pﬁ§ﬁg}§j§

Ana]x§is_of>ﬂg§u1}§
The student t test was employed to test the hypotheses for this
study. The .05 level was used to determine the significance of the value

of t.

AJJEH}@ﬁjpp§_EjV§£qu

Three limitations of the study as it was conducted are apparent,
These include -eneralizability and instrumentation.

The sample of prostitutes for this study has been limited to
the Edmonton area and consists of only those who were invited and

agreed to participate. Therefore, the results cannot be generalized

beyond this population.
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Two instrument limitations exist and these are:
1) The Parent-Child Relations Questionnaire depends on memory and
this could result in a distortion of the recall of past perceptions.
However, others (Medinnus, 1965; Mojallali, 1972; Van der valden, 1962)
have found it to be a valid representation.
2) The Adult Irrational Ideas Inventory, like any sel f report
questionnaire, depends on self knowledge of the testee. However, it

has been found to be valid (Hoxter, 1967; Vargo, 1972; Davis, 1970).

Summary

In this chapter, the procedure and d‘;%’n of the study were out-
lined. Following this a description of the instruments used was given
as well as the operational definitions of the study. The particular
hypotheses to be tested along with the corresponding statistical. analy-

sis gnd limitations of the study followed.
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CHAPTER 1V

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

I. Introductiog

The data accumulated from the administration of the PCR Question-
naire and the AIl Inventory were subjected to statistical analysis to
ascertain the tenability of the hypotheses put forth in this study.

The results of these analyses are reported in sections [[, IIl and IV.
Section II contains the findings and rg]evant conclusions for Hypotheses
1-3 concerning father-daughter relationships. Section III reports the
findings and relevant conclusians for Hypotheses 4-6 concerning mother-
daughter relationships. Section IV presents the findings followed by
the relevant conclusions for Hypothesis 7 concerning the belief systems
of the prostitute and the non-prostitute group. The report of stat-
istical analysis is followed bv Section V which contains additional
findings regarding the personal feelings about prostitution as indicated

by the prostitute group in the Personal Opinion Questionnaire.

II. Father-Daughter Relationships

-
Hypothesis 1

Prostitutes will score significantly Iowet/ghan non-prostitutes
on the factor of loving.

Findings. The mean score for the 20 prostitutes on the PCR was
19.75 as compared to a mean .score of 32.75 for the 20 non-prostitutes.
Hypothesis 1 (Table 2) was supported in as much as the diffe;ences

were significant at the .01 level.
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Table 2

Differences Between Means of Prostitutes and Non-prostitutes
on Their Perception of Their Fathers as Being Loving

PV - e ——— et f et e m = ==

Means S0 DF t Prob
Prostitutes 19.75 4.25 38 9.04 .01
Non-Prostitutes 32.75 4.82

Conclusions. The first hypothesis was thus confirmed and it was

concluded that prostitutes pemTived their fa s as more rejecting,

hence Tess loving than the non-prostitute

Hypothesis 2 w.
Prostitutes will score significantly higher than non-prostitutes

on the factor of casual,

Findings. The mean score for the 20 prostitutes on the PCR was
28.92 as compared to a mean score of 19.90 for the 2( non-prostitute
aroup. The results which are shown in Table 3 supnort Hypothesis 2 in

as much as the differences were significant at the .01 level. .



Means SD DF t Prob
_\___%h_-mh_u”_&&__‘”‘»156“\“~“\__“_ﬁ_Hm__hmﬁ_w
Prostitutes 28.95 4.95 38 6.32 .01
Non-prostitutes 19.90 4.03

M_——b\_\ﬂ.‘- HN_‘&-,M,NN c ————

Hzgothesig_;»

Prostitutes will score

the factor of attention.
.4

significant]y lower than non-prostitutes gn

score of 23.50 for the norn crostitute group.

T'n "~s1ts, which were shown in Table 4, indicated thar the difference was

significant beyond the Q] )

Differences BetweennMean
on Their Perception of

Means
Prostitutes . 19. 35
Non-prostitutes 23.50

evel .

Table 4

s of Prostitutes and Non~prostitutes
Their Fathers as Being Attentive,

SO oF t Prob

5.17 38 2.60 .06
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Conclusion. The third hypothesis was thus confirmed and it was
concluded that the fathers of the prostitute group paid less attention

to their daughters than did the fathers of the non-prostitute group.

Summary of Results for Hypotheses 1-3

To provide a visual picture of the results, the mean scores for
each group of subjects on the three dimensions of paternal relationships
have been presented in Figure 4. The group profiles illustrate graphi-
cally the comparison shown in Tables 2-4. In comparison with mean scores
for the non-prostitute group, mean scores for the prostitute group were
significantly lower on the dimensions of love and attention and signi-

ficantly higher on the dimension of casual.

~

II1. 'Mother-Daughter>Re1ationshjg§

Hypothesis 4

Prostitutes will score significantly lower than non-prostitutes
on the factor of loving.

Findings. The mean score for the prostitute group on the PCR was
17.85 as compared to a mean score of 31.20 for the non-prostitute group.
The results which are shown in Table 5 indicate that the difference was

significant beyond the .0l level.
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Loving Casual Attention

“

Paternal Re1aiionship Dimensions

Figure 4: Prqg¢4c of Paternal Relationship Scores for
trostitute and Non-Prostitute Groups’

rs
) Pros*itutes:
“»
Non-prostitutes:

U] . £
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Table §

Differences Between Means of Prostitutes and Non-Prostitutes
on Their Perceptions of Their Mothers as Being Loving

Means SD DF t Prob
Prostitutes 17.85 3.26 38 9.89 .01
' 4
Non-prostitutes 31.20 5.07 i

Pans
P . .
was confirmed and it was concluded

Conclusion. The fourth hyp6thes
that prostitutes perceived their mothers as being less loving and hence,

more rejecting than did the members of the non-prostitute group.

Hypothesis 5
P Prostitutes;will score significantly higher than non-prostitutes on

Findings. The mean score for the 20 prostitutes on the casual fac-

tor was 27.20 as compared to a non-prostitute mean score of 18.60. The
results which are shown in Table 6 indicated that the dittference was

significant beyond the .01 level.

®
Table 6
Differences Between Prostitutes and Non-prostitutes on Their
Perceptions of Their Mothers as Being Casual
Means SD DF t Prob
Prostitutes 27.20 5.48 38 5.90 .01

Non-prostitutes 18.60 3.51
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Conclusions. The fifth hypothesis was conf$+med and it was concluded

that the prostitute group perceived their mothersas being more casual

than did the non-prostitute group.

Hypothesis 6
Prostitutes will score significantly lower than non-prostitutes on

\\
the factor of attention.

Findings. The mean score for the 20 prostitutes on the PCR was
17.65 as compared to a mean score of 20.90 for the non-prostitute group.
The results of the test of significance. as shown in Table 7 indicated

a differgnce of means significant beyond the .01 level. /

-

Table 7

Dif ferences Between Means for Prostitutes and_Non—prostjtutes
on Their Perception of Their Mothers as Being Attenwive

Means SD DF t Prob
T e T e e e -vw.—---~-—7_‘-;~_.._~_—‘_~~ _—
Prostitutes 17.65 3.86 38 2.65 .01
Non-prostitutes 20.90 3.86

Conclusion. The sixth hypothesis was thus confirmed and it was
concluded that the subjects of the prostitute aroup received less atten-

tion from their mothers than did members of the non-prostitute group.

Summary of Results of Hypotheses 4-6

Figure 5 contains the mean scores for each group of subjects on the

three dimensions of maternal relationships, illustratiny graphically

7
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30 ~ |

20 -

Loving Casual Attention

Maternal Relationship Dimensions

Figure 5: Profile of Maternal Relationship Scores for
Prostitute and Non-prostitute Groups

Prostitutes:

Non-prostitutes:
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the comparisons shown in Tables 5-7. Mean scores for prostitutes were
lower on the dimensions of loving and attention but higher on the dimen-
sion of casual in comparisen with the respective mean scores for the

non-prostitute group.
\

\

IV. Belief Systems of Prostitutes and Non-prostitutes

ngothesis 7

Prostitutes will possess irrational beliefs to a significantly
greater degree fhan non-prostitutes.

Findings. The mean score of the 20 prostitutes on the Al
Inventory was 220.15 whereas the mean score for the nqn-prostitute group
was 164.75. The results which are shown in Table 8 indicated a mean
difference significant beyond the .001 level. Prostitutes scored

higher on irrational beliefs numbers 1, 2, 3,5, and 7 (see Appendix

B).
[ 4
Table 8
Differences Between Means for Prostitutes and Mon-prostitutes
on the AIl Inventory
Mean sD DF t Prob
Prostitutes 220.15 28.97 38 g 7.20 .001
Non-prostitutes 164.75 18.70

Conclusion. Hypothesis 7 was confirmed and it was concluded that
prostitutes did have irrational beliefs as measured by the AIl Inventory

to a significantly greater degree than non-prostitutes.
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V. Additional Findings: Personal Opinion Questignnaire

The Personal Opinion Questionnaire was used primarily to gather
information regarding the prostitutes' personal feelings about the
profession. Questions 1-3 of the auestionnaire are biographical and
have been dea]t with elsewhere fnythe study (Chap. III, Table 1).

A resume of responses to questions 4-9 has been presented

individually followed by a collation of the findings for each question.

" Question 4 N
How do you feel concerning the public's opinion of prestitution?
Resume. The majority of women who answered this question (75%)
stated that they felt the public's opinion of prostitution was negative.
They were very bitter about this attitude because they thought the
public really does not understand what prostitution is or what being
in Jthe 1i1fe" is really like, yet they (the public) judge it. Prosti-
tutes claim that the general negative attitude towards prostitution
would change if the public would take the tfme to seriously consider

prostitution and what it actually entails.

Findings.
15

Bitter concerning public's negative attitude
Didn't think about it
2 - Didn't care

Didn't know

*

—
t

Question 5
Describe what you do on an average day.
Resume. The responses to this question did not vary greatly.

Approximately 70% stated that they slept late, went shopping, had their



hair done, watched soap operas on T.V., and got read} for work. Twenty
percent stated that they slept most of the day and got up when it was
time for them to get ready for work. The remaining 10% reported that

they slept late, got high on drugs or watched T.V., and qot ready for

work.
]
Findings.
14 - Slept late, watched T.V., went shopping and to beauty
salons
4 - Slept most of the day and got ready for work
2 - Slept late, used drugs or watched T.V.
Question 6

How did you first get involved in prostitution?
Resume . The majority of women intetviewed (80%) were introduced

to prostitution in their early to mid-teens. The process by which this
was done was best summed up in the words of April, one of the subjects:

"1 had run away from home. 1 was very lonely

and mixed up at the time. I met this very

cool man who offered me friendship and gave

me money. Before I knew what was happening,

[ was turning tricks for him."

0f the remaining subjects, 15% first became involved in “the life"

through a friend already in or by becomfing friends with someone already
in. Five per cent aot involved for other reasons.

Findings.

16 - Ran away from home, were lonely and broke, met a
pimp and turned out for him
3 - Introduced to prostitution through a friend

1 - Had a prostitute mother

50
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Why do you stay in prostitution?

Resume. The majority of women (90%) stated that they stayed in
prostitution because they like the hours -- "I don't have to get up
early" -- and because the money is aood -- "Where else can I get so
much money for doing so little work?" The remaining 10% claimed their
reason for staying in prostitution was the independence it afforded them.

"I don't have to get up early every day to qo
to a boring job where I have to take orders -
from a boss and be told what to do all day."

Findings.

18 - Liked the hours and the money
2 - Liked the independence

Question 8
If you had it to do over acain, would you become a prostitute?
Resume. Seventy per cent of the younger women, ages 17 - 23,
answered this question affirmatively whereas all but one of the older
females, ages 24 - 32 said no. Those who answered yes cited as
their reasons the easy work, the fast money, and the glamour involved.
The women who answered no said that after years in the business, they
no longer see prostitution as qlamourous and now feel "trapped" because

they would like to get out of prostitution, hut they know no other life.

angjp9§.
1IN - Yes
5 - No

5 - Undecided
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Question 9

Why did you choose prostitution as a way of life?

Resume. The majority of women (90%) said they chose prostitution
out of loneliness and economic necessity. As in question 7, it was a
way of belonging to a group and of being accepted. The words of Debbie,
another subject, sums up the answers to this question.

"I had no friends or money and I was very lonely.
Prostitution offered me all I wanted."

The remaining 10” of the subjects were enticed into "the life" by

the qlamour and excitement of the game itself.

"12 - Loneliness and the need for companionship
6 - Money

2 - Glamour and excitement

Prostitutes Perception of their Father and Mother

No significant difference was found between the prostitute percep-
tion of her relationship with her mother or father on the factors of

loving, casual and attention (See Table 9, page 53).
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VI, Sumnarz

A summary of data have been presented in Table 9. Mean scorgg
for the prostitute group as compared to the non-prastitute group were
lower on the variables of Loving and Attention for both father-daughter
relationshipsandnbther-daughter relationships, ﬁhd‘higher of the var-
iable of Casual, again for both father-daughter relationships and
mother-daughter relationships. This indicates that the general rela—‘
tionship of the prostitute with her parents (both father and mother)
is characterized as being casual, non-attentive and rejecting.

The findings also indicate that prostitutes possess a greater
degree of Irrational Beliefs than non-prostitutes. By further analysis
of the results of the AIl Inventory it was ascertained that the irra-
tional beliefs more commonly held by prostitutes were irrational belief
numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 (see Appendix B).

Furthermore, from the data gathered By the Personnel Opinion
Questionnaire, it was apparent that the main reasons why the majority :
of women enter and stay in prostitut:on stem from feelings of loneli-."

ness, the need to belong to some group and the lure of easy -gnéy.

kA

Prostitutes appeared to direct all their energies towards activfti3§ .-

within the subgroup of prostitutes as indicated in the accounts ofp oy
»> T

their daily routines which express a lack of involvement with the . }ﬂt

»auy

greater society. Even with this apparent rejection of normal social . :

!

involvement, the prostitute appeared to be sensitive to the negatiyélvf‘

attitude towards prostitution that was expressed by the general p

.
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CHAPTER Vv
DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIORS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Discussion

Two groups of women in the Edmonton area were identified for this
study, a prostitute group and a non-prostitute group. The two groups
were administered three questionnaires consisting of The Parent-Child
Relationship Questionnaire (PCR), The Adult Irrational ldeas Inventory
(AIT), and The Personal Opinion Questionnaire (POQ). The PCR and the
AIl were administered to both groups while the P0Q was given only to
the prostitdie group. These datd showed that the ;rostitute group
perceived their relationships with their parents as being more casual,
less attentive and less lToving than did the non-prostitute group. The
prostitute.qroup also scored hiqher than the non-prostitute group on the
All Inventory.

. &2

The objectives of this study were to investigate how prostitutes
perqgjved their parental behaviors towards them and to ascertain to what
éxfent fhey possessed irrational beliefs. It was hypothesized that
prostitutes would score sianificantly lower on the factors of lToving
and attention and significantly higher on the factor of casual than
would members of the non-prostitute group. It was also hypothesized
that prostitutes would possess irrational beliefs to a significantly
greater degree than non-prostitutes.

The findings of this investigation clearly indicate that a signi-
ficant difference existed between women in prostitution and women who

were not in prostitution in re]atidn to their perceptions of their parents'

behavior, and that women in prostitution possessed irrational beliefs to a
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greater degree than do non-prostitutes. .

Parent-Child Relationships

It was hypothesized that prostitutes would score significantly
lower on the factors of loving and attention and significantly higher on
the factor of casual than would non-prostitutes. When the three factors
of loving, casual and mejecting were compared for all subjects, a sig-
nificant difference between means was found for women in the prostitute
and non-prostitute groups indicating that prostitutes, as compared to
non-prostitutes, perceive their relationship with their parents (both
mother and father) as being rejecting, ca;ua1 and non-attentive. Findings
similar to those of this investigation were reported by other studies
using the PCR.Questionnaire in studies of deviant groups (Mojallali,
1972; Medinnus, 1965; Van der Valden, 1962).

As a result of poor family relationships, many of the prostitutes
in this study reported to have run away from home at a very early age. In
the interview with June (Appendix A, page 78). she referrad tn thic fact
on two separate occasions. Home for her was not a place where she felt
needed or wanted. Other prostitutes indicated similar perceptions of and
attitudes towards their homes by such remarks as:

When 1 ran away from home I began to feel
like a person. I was fifteen at the time.*
At home I was always treated like an out-
sider and I always had to do what they

(parents) wanted. There was nothing for
me.

I d
At home my parents ignored me. They
treated me like dirt. However, when we
were outside, they always said nice *hings
about me to their friends. [ could
hand'- - so I got out of there.

The feelings expressed by these young women emphasize the sense of



rejecting that they felt at home. This feeling of rejection and conse-
quent running away left the young woman with a sense of non-commitment
to her family or to its values. According to social control theory

(Herschi, 1969), lack of intimate ties with the conventiona r will .

free a person to commit delinquent acts since he has not lose
through a negative evaluation by parents or sidgnificant oghers. The
women who become prostitutes do not care about their parents' reaction
to their behavior at a time (approximately 14-15 years of age) when
their contact with the outside world is providing them with many oopor-
tunities to participate in unconventional behavior. Without this concern
for or attachment to their parents, it is easy for these young women to
be led into a life of prostitution. It is the writer's opinion that a
poor family relationship- is a factor in facilitating a young woman's
vulnerability to be influenced to experiment with such unconventional
behavior as prostitution.

Psychoanalytic literature on prostitution also suggests that the
majority of the prostitutes studied stated that, once realizing that .
they were not wanted or needed at home, they decided to leave and find
a life of their own. Because of the anxiety brought on by their feelings
of aloneness, they seemed to turn to prostitution as a way of finding
companionship. In the literature presented in this study the positions
of Choisey (1960), Glover (k960), Agoston (1967), Abraham (1942) and
Caprio (1961) were di%gy§§éé. While these studies may seem contradic-
tory with Abraham stressing the importance of frigidity, Choisey the
restrictive ego idéﬁ1 and Glover, Agoston and Caprio the revenge motive,
all recognized the lack of adequate familv relationships. Thus, in all

the writings it was found that stress was ptaced on the results of a lack
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hY )
of good early family re]gkionships as was emphasized in this study.

ol
Irrational Ideas . ,

The present study hypothesized that prostitutes weuld possess

jrrational ideas to a significantly greater degree than nen-prostitutes.

When the belief system of the subjects in this study was measured, the

prostitute group scored higher than the non-proifitute group, indicating

that irrationality was associated with prostitutes to a greater degree
than it was withnon-prostitutes. The irrational beliefs that the

prostitutes scored consistently higher on were items 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7.

Some discussion relating to these is appropriate here.

1r"ational Idea 1

It is a dire necessity to be loved or approved of
by everyone.

This irrational idea implies that in order for a person to be a
worthwhile being she must be approved of by everyone. People who hold
this belief tend to measuré themselves and others according to what
appears to be a simp]ist%c formula: Love and Approval = Personal Worth.
This belief seems evident in the prostitute's‘ﬁhtitude toward§ society.
Because she perceives a few peqp]e in society as non]‘a‘ing, she is
unworthy of love by everyone in society. Hence she rejects all society

and finds her worth within the sub-group.

Irrational Idea 2
One should be thoroughly competent, adequate and
achieving in all possible respects if one is to
consider oneself worthwhi]ei

Perfectionistic and unrealistic attitudes are similarly rooted in

this illogical idea. We live in a fast paced 'get ahead’ society, where
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worth is all too often judged by status and competency. The idea is to
'make it' and to 'be successful' to have status. Prostitutes expressed
“this 'have to make it' idea. Their general fee]ingg about "the life" is
that it was a place where they had status and could be competent and

“the best" at what they did.

Irrational Idea 3

The idea that it is awful and catastrophiC
when things are not the way one would
very much like.them to be.

This belief impiies that it is terrible when one does not get what
one wants out of life. People often upset themselves by thinking how
'Eﬁfair it is when things do not qo their way (Tosi, 1974). Feelings of
anxiety, anger, hostility, depression or self pity, are often created
when individuals insist that things should be "their" way. The
prostitute, raised in generally unfavourable conditions, finds herself
in this situation.' Because things aren't going her way in the family

situation, she retreats to a life where she can assume at least a
A

pseudo-control over events in her life.

Irrational Idea 5
The idea that human unhappiness is externally
caused and that people have little or no
ability to control their sorrows and
disturbances.
Tosi (1974) stated:
Today there is an unusually strong tendeney
for unhappy persons to ascribe the cause of
their unhappiness to other persons or evem&s.
Psychologically, individuals often blame fothers” or "it" for their

problems. This belief is encompassed in the prostitute's account of why

she entered the life. Statements made by the'prostitute,such as "a
. Ay

4
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father I hated", "a home I despised”, or "a mothe} who didn't care" are
sentiments of the belief that some ex%prnal force is directing her life,
whereas, according to E1lis (1962) we all control our happiness by our

thoughts.

Irrational Iqea 7
The idea that it is easier to avoid than to
face certain life difficulties and self- e
responsibilities.

Ellis and Harper (1974) suggested that evading life's difficulties
and self-responsibilities tend to resu];, in the long run, in less
rewarding activities. This belief is evident in the prostitute's life
style. Her schedule is such tﬁigfshe is responsible to no one. She
works when she wants tq:'hés no boss to please all day, and her work
performance is accountable to no one. However, as she grows alder, the
non-responsible 1life she lives becomes very difficult and loses a lot
of rewards it hdd when she was younger.

It was concluded in this study that the prostitute group possessed

irratianal beliefs to a greater degree than the non-prostitute group.

» This finding was coroborated by previous research of Vargo (1972), Hoxter

(1967), Davis (1970), and Eisenberg (1971). It should be cautfoned,
that based on these results, it would be.inanpropriate to conclude that
irrational beliefs cause a woman to-enter Prostitution. On the other hand,

the possibility cannot be discarded.

Women 1in prostitution were asked the questions of the Personal
Opinion Questionnaire for the purpose of gathering some personal feelings

from them as to how they perceived the “ife of prostitution. The

’
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information received was extensive and included, in addition to the
answers to the specific questions asked, other related and pertinent
information. There were a number of issues arising from these data and
the writer contends that they were all of significant importance and
worthy of discussion.

The issue of why girls get into prostitution was directly related
to the perceived parent-child relationships reported by the prostitute
group in this study. It was evident that when these girls entered pros-
titution, they found a substitute for the society that they felt had
rejected them, and it was this sense of belongingness that became one of
the main reasons for their choosing prostitution as .a way of life.
Reasoqs commonly given for remaining in the 1ife related to economics.
Howe;;r, economics appeared to be onLy a symbol for a greater underlying
reason, that of belonging. This conclusion was based on the fact that
although the issue of making a 1ot of money was clearly dominant'in the
life of the prostitute, i; seemed jronic that 90% of the women inter-
viewed worked for pimps and that all or most of the money they made wai/{
given to him. It would therefore appear that money was not valuable in
and of itself but only in as far as it symbolized the prostitute's need
of proving herself worthy of be]onging to this one person. This obser-
vation is illustrated by the following exerpt from an interview with one
of the prostitute subjects:

There is one thing about a pimp -- when you first
find one and he is courting you, you feel that

you have finally found someone You can count on and
who will take care of you.\ I give him all my
money. What do I need money for? It means that I

now have somebody who belongs to me and nobody else.

To the prostitute, money seemed to be a means of buying friendship and

vcompam'onship and not a commodity needed for mate@] comfem

61



62

A further issue arising from these data was the prostitute's
awareness that her profession was misunderstood. Prostitutes were very
cognisant that what they had to offer, namely sexual pleasure; was in
very high demand by the p k. Yet this same public ridicules them
for providing it with this service (Appendix A, page 78). This the

proétytuted calYéduhypocracy. In the course of one interview, Loretta,
a prostitute, said:

The public looks down on us and uses us as

scapegoats. The very people who try to ban

prostitution are the people who use our

services the most.

Loretta's and other's reactions to this issue emphasized that "as
long as you need us, don't ridicule us and look down on us, but try to
dnderstand our point of view".

5oc1ety's’degradating attit%Se towards prostitution is further exem-
plified by the policy of the City Police to "clean up" the streets in
Edmonton at different times during the year. In other words, they
attempt to drive all prostitutes from the streets and hence make it a
‘clean" city. The writer was witness to this vear's spring banishment
of prostitutes. The result of thif/éxtreme harassment by the police
was two-fold. First, the nrostitutes became extremely parano‘d. In one
week they changed from being relatively at ease with the writer to
displaying exceséive anxiety and evasiveness. The "strip" was practic-
ally vacated with more policemen being visible than prostitutes.

At this point the wriger made an all-out attempt to find out
where the "girls" had gone. Hq was aware that they could not have @
"disappeared"” so quickly. Investiqation ]}h‘ﬁhe writer to-the less

conspicuous bars and there, once again, werg the prostitutes.

'I
The second interesting event which hapg®ned during this "clean up"
-
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was the coming out of the pimps. The prostit's had taken to the more
’sec1uded bars and their pimps “ad gone alona with them. When the
writer asked the prostitutes why the "men" were out he was told that
when the heat was on the "men" came out to see how heavy it was and

to check out the police who were doing the pushing.

In the bar the pimp did not sit with his "girls" but stayed within
hearing distance. .He is very conscious of the "girls" moves and is
aware of anyone and everyone with whom sﬁé spoke. In one situation
the writer approached a prostitute known to h{m and engagéd her in con-
versation. She immediately warned him to leave and cautioned him not
to speak to her in the bars again. When questioned at a later time,
the prostitute explained that her "man” would be very angry with her if
he suspected her of talkina to someone who wasn't interested in paying
for her time.

Based on this incident, the writer made it a point to question other
prostitutes epncerning their relationships with their pimps. The results
of these conversations led him to believe that if prostitutes possessed
psycholoaical disharmony, it was evident in the prostitute-pimp
relationship.

For the most part, pimps in the Edmonton area were black. According
to City Police, this was the "way it has been here". The pimp dressed
in vogue, wearing expensive suits, shoes and jewelery. The prositutes
were on the street, taking all the risks and suffering the cold to make
money for their "man", while the pimps were living "high on the hog",
driving $20,000 cars and blowing money at the race track. This seemed
am incredible situation. Why did these "girls" give all their money to

these "men"? The answer to “this question seemed to reflect back to the

63



64

theory of the current study, that is, when a person does not have a
sense of being needed or loved, she is forced to search for it.
From conversations with the prostitutes it was concluded that because of
“Their need for company and thei} need for someone to tell them that
they were appreciated, the *girl" 1in prostitution is willing to go on
the streets and brave the dangers inherent in her job so that she can
“buy" the love and attention which she craves. The pimp is the "signi-
ficant other" in the lifeof the prostitute. Sheehy (1973) quoted a
street girl as saying, "pimps don't do nothing but the way they do it
is beautiful." (p. 14). Being the "significant other” in the life of
the prostitute, the pimp has only ta show concern and to male believe
he cares. This, it appears, keeps the prostitute working for him.
Sheehy (1973) said "the prostitute sees it as a source of pride to keep
her man happy and to enable him to drive around in glorified 'idleness’”
(p. 16).

’

The pimp is the factor in prostitution that is of greatest concern
to the police. They have a lot of sympathy for and understanding of the
prostitutes, but they are rather hard on the pimps. The police find it
difficult to charge the pimps because in order to do this, the "girl"
must testify against her pimp. This testimony is almost impossible to
obtain because the prostitute is "loyal to him (pimp) and scared of
him."

The police are aware of the "fact" of prostitution and see their

’

job as one of control and not of elimination. They are extremely

)
knowlegeable of prostitutes' activities in the city, but even though
they know the girls, and know where and how they live, they find it

‘extremely difficult to arrest them. This difficulty exists because the
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laws are too weak. As one of the officers said, "We used to be able to
pick thqi'girls‘ up on a vagrancy charge but they took that off the
books. Now the only thing we have is getting them on soliciting and
this is difficult to prove in court.” The police feel that the laws
are very obscure at the present time and this makes their job very
difficult.

On the surface there abpears to be a congenial relationship between
the police and the prostitute. However, when the writer questioned the
prostitutes about this relationship, he learned that while outwardly
the prostitute exhibits friendliness towards the police, inwardly there
are deep feelings of dislike and mistrust. The police give them a
great deal of harassment and cause them a considerable amount of
inconvenience. Time taken up by the police is time lost with the johns,
and time lost with the johns means less money. The general feelings of
prostitutes toward police is summed up in the following interview exerpt:

1

You learn to live with the cops. [ smile at

them and am nice to them but I know they are out
to get me. Basically, I dislike them and I don't
trust them. I'm not hurting anybody. What I'm
doing is no crime. So why are they hasseling me?

The prostitute may feel she is committing no crime but for those
who are concerned with the administration of criminal justice there is
the ever present question of whether prostitution should continue to be
classified as a crime. Halleck (1974) said regarding this question:

A realistic appraisal of the purposes and
capabilities of the criminal justice System
leads to the conclusion that the application
of criminal sanctions to conduct involving

a voluntary sexual transaction between con-
senting adults, including a willing seller
and a willing buyer, is inappropriate (p. 54).

Prostitutes generally support this view of decriminalization of
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prostitution and give three reafons for so doing. First, and seemingly
the most popular, is the contention of the prostitute that it is not the
function of criminal law (that is, the police) to impose public stand-
ards upon private morality. Prostitutes claim that the law should not
be concerned with "private agreements" which pose no direct threat or
harm to anybody and where there are no victims or complainants.

The second reason given was that there is so much money and time
spent in chasing prostitutes, the real crimes qgo unnoticed. The third
reason the prostitutes put forth is that because the laws requlating
prostitution are so difficult to enforce (e.g. one must prove soliciting)
the whole process beciges a game between the police and the prostitute.
This leads to disrespﬁct for the law. This latter reason was amply

y
stated by one of the prostitutes interviewed:
I do my job and they (the police) do theirs.
Their job is to catch me and part of my
job is not to get caught. It's a game
which 1 am good at playing.

However, while the prostitute's view on decriminalization is clearly
pro there doesn't seem to be the same positive attitude towards having
prostitutionleqalized. Legalization carries with it the prospect of
provincial regulations, licensing and supervision. [t implies the
creation of gqovernment sponsored red-light districts or houses of
prostitution. The proditutes are opposed to this and gave various
reasons for their opposition. The main objection dealt with the
repression of freedom. Their concern here is that of becoming a
l1icensed prostitute. One of the older prostitutes stated this concern:

Where could I gqo? Everywhere [ go I would

be known as 'prostitute’. I would always be
discriminated against.



Other prostitutes expressed similar concerns:
There would be parts of the city I could not
go to. The cops would be on my tail every-
where I would move. My place would be in
the "house"..
Another reason given against legalization was that competition
would increase and the prices would drop. One prostitute pointed out R

that "professionalism would be lost". Everyone would be out for a fast

buck and the few who are dedicated to the life would suffer".

[I. Implications

Implications for Further Research

The present study was intended primarily to prévide a description
of prostitutes' perceptions of their relationships with their parents,
and to investigate the extent to which they possess irrational beliefs.
Since the population for this study was centered in the Edmonton area,
before the results of this study can be safely generalized, a parallel
study is necessary with a larger sample of prostitutes from differsnt
areas.

The results of over-protectiveness (attention) in family relation-
ships has been shown to have jl1 effects on children's behavior (Becker,
. ~4; Devereaux, 1970; and Symonds, 1939). This current study showed a
clear indication that girls in prostitution perceive themselves to be
less protected by their parents in childhood than do non-prostitutes.

Because of this discrepancy, further investigation of the variable of

attention would be beneficial.

An area of further research into the world of the prostitute would
be to compare how the parents of the prostitute perceive the parent-child

relationship with how the prostitute perceives the relationship. This
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might give more 1ight to the reality of the home situation.

Research comparing the general population alon; the dimensions of
irrational peliefs, with deviant groups such as individuals with delin;
quent or non-conforming tendencies; has provided useful information.
Other areas of research using the All Inventory would be to ascertain
if there is 3 difference in the number of jrrational peliefs held by
male and female prostitutes. 1t eould be arqued that males, because of
certain learned role sex behaviors, and because they function daily in
some tvpe of vocational aendeavour in addition toO family life, would tend
to be more rational.

Another area of research would be to see if irrational beliefs
would tend to decrease when a person ceased to be a prostitute. Another
area to be explored would be the parents of prostitutes. 1t would be
interesting to research the idea that narents of prostitutes would have

thore jrrational beliefs than tha parents of non-prostitutes.

These are some of the unanswered auestions which suggest further

research into this area.

Imglications for Counseling

The findings of the present study have relevance for practicing
psychologists. In view of the results of the PCR Ouestionnaire, it
would appear ;hat the psychologist counseling girls in prostitution
ought to be aware of the importance of the girl's nerception of her
relationship with her parents. This extra information must be applied
to the counseling ¢ityation in 2 manner fitting to the counselor's
particular theoretical orientation.

The study would have further implications for the family counselor.

when counseling with families of adolescent giris, the counselor could

) "?68;



Y

K

L r R4 - “

"éi’!51ish the relationship between adolescents' perception of parental

behavior toward them and parents"perception of the same, and also
between adolescents' perception of parents' behavior toward th?z and

parents' actual behavior toward their offspring.

Further implications for counseling arise from the results of the
AIl Inventory. Jfrom these findings it can be suggested that rational-
smotive therapy, because of its emphasis on the reduction of irrational
beliefs, ought to assist the prostitute to become more rational. [t is
obvious that not all prostitutes possess irrational beliefs to the same
deqree. However, if one su¥fers from too many {rrationaI beliefs
according to Ellis' theéry,(1962)0he/she can become psychologi;iljy

healthy by following the practices of Rational Emotive Therapy.

111. Recommendations

This study was unaertaken in an effort to make“some slight
contribution to our knowledge of .a soecific group of human beings --
prostitutes. It,is,recoaﬁxzed by the writer that much more remains  to
be learned about this group and it is»hdped that Bthers will be
encouraqed to explore it further.

For many cenfﬁriés society's means of dealing with prostitution
has been to‘arreSt and convict the‘prostitute. More recently, there
has been a greater éffort put into punishing those who live off the
avails of prostitution, namely the pimps. To quote the words of an
Edmonton city oolice officer "I know that we will never abolish pros-
titution in this way but maybe we can control it."

The clinical picture of the prostitute clearly indicates there is
a need for some form of psychotherapy. In discussing this with,gi{y

police, the problem of expense inevitably arose. While it is true
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that the cost of individual therapy is high, it is not necessarily more
costly than the cost of arrests and 1mpr1sonment To arrest one or two
prostitutes requires thé services of a number &§f trained men for many
days. It involves car expenses and possible wire tapping equipment. Is
the cost of therapy greater?

There is one problem which faces the therapeutic attempts -- -
the problem of motivation. The writer recognizes that it is extremely
difficult to help people who do not wish to be helped. |t might be
useful, therefore. to provide trained leadership for self- help groups
of prostitutes s1m11ar to Alcoholics Anonymous. It is the writer's
belief that this kind of group effort might be increased by supplying

“
individuals trained in grouo leadership to assist in the formation and

[ 4
productive utilization of the group experience. [t could be possible to

train former prostitut€s to participate in the leadership.

While it appears impossible to entirely eliminate imprisonmenE
for the arrested prostitute, the writer would suggest the substitution
of 3 therapeutic institutional community for the present and seemingly
ineffective policy of punitive incarceration. Banay (1957) sugqgested
such an ir?titution. Included in this community would be provisions
for vocational training and preparation for integration into normal
society.

While it is important to.dwell on the rehabilitative aspect of .
practicing prostitutes, the writer feels that it is even more 1mportant

that efforts be made to explore the possibilities of preventing the

development of new generations of prostitutes. |[n dealing with preven-
tion attdmpts, the writer suggests two ways of approaching the protflem !
-- the 1unwdiate attack on the problem and the long range approach.

)
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ardps the immediate approach is concerned, it seems that the

1d" be on the special sub-culture in which the prostitute

)'

. lives. Th1§&Eou1d be done by havina trained workers from different

emphas i

disciplines mingle with the prostitutes in their own environment for
purposes of study and guidance. '

Since many women enter prostitution at a very early age (14-16)
it would appear to be helpful for parents, teachers and school psycho-

logists to be aware of the nature of the prostitute, thus preventing
these younq women from developing into full professionals. The field
of family life education would also be helpful in this situation.

Long range preventive planning would require careful assessment of .
the fundamental causal factors tRat develop the kinds of personality
which make it possible f&r a young woman to choose prostitution as a way

»of 1ife. This study is limited to the extent that it did not look at
causality but rather provided some descriptive evidence of the
prostitute. However, this study does suggest that the woman in prostitu-
tion is not tied to her family with bonds of love and affection. It is
sugqested therefore that at 'least one fundamenta] preventive task woul
be that of strengthening the 23511y.as a«so&rcé of love and growth
This is a task not only for the researchers and practicing therapists

but requires input from all members of society.
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PROSTITUTE INTERVIEW
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An interview with a semi-retired prostitute.

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.
June
W.K.

June

W.K.

Tell me about the life when you started.

This was some time ago, approximately 20 years. The police
then jd!l'told you to back off and stay off the streets. As
long as you didn't flaunt it in front of their faces, it was oOk.
There were many "houses" in Edmonton at that time and everyone
knew where the houses were. You didn't have the harassment of
qoing out and looking for a trick. Most of the action was

centered around 96th and 97th street. It was more centralized.
Do you feel that prostitutiome should be legalized?

Well, 1 feel the more harassment the police put out, the more
prostitution will spread. They will never control it and now
they just drive the girls all over the city. A girl can't

pick a district to go to because she gets harassed by the police.
When you started in the life did you have a pimp?
Yes, 1 had my man.

What is the reason for having a man?

a , \.
Prostitution is very lonely, and prostitutes go with every

type of man, and they are not getting their kicks through that
so they need some place to get their kicks like the normal

person, and vou feel that you have more protection with a man.

Do you, in actual fact get this protection? \

79
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June

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

Ah, that's hard to answer. With some yow do but with most

guys it's a business, you know. As far as beatings go, they
‘ .

afford some help but usually if you get in trouble they back

off to.
That leaves the girl out front at all times, doesn't it?

Yes, that is for sure. But a girl likes to think the man is
hers and that he will protect her even though deep down she

knows it's not true. But she likes to believe that this is.SO.
I @

That's an interesting point.

¥

Yes, and although there may be five or six girls 'n his stable,

each girl thinks that she is the main one or his number or'
A .
lady. ‘

.G

Is the pimp someone you can relate to?

Yes, you can go home after a hard night and say J... C...,

that bastard tonight, you know, you can really bare you soul.
It'i like, I suppose, a wife going home to her husband after a
bad day at the office. [It's someone you can bitch to. You are

scared to relate to the johns, or to anybody because of fear of

the police. The only people you know is people in the business.

This is your society, you can't re]ite outside of this. »
Is there competition within the bus'ness?

You're always trying to compete. There's a lot of competition.

You always try to outdo the other girls, not so much for your-

{
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W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

81

self, but for your man, so that he can gain a little more
prestige in that click. He sets this up, everything relates

back to him.

This gives him a lot of control?

Ah yes, and he holds on to this very strongly and gets a

tight grip on you.
How does this affect the girls?

It keeps them in the life longer than they would if he

wasn't there.

Have you seen any changes in the pattern of prostitution over

the years?

Not too many. There are more street workers in Edmonton now

and of course the price has gone up.
That's inflation. *

Yes. When T started I was getting 3 couple of bucks, then it
weny t8 ten 6r fifteen and now a ycung girl can get $50 to $100
even on the streets. If you turn just a flat trick today you can
get $25 to $35 tut if you are willing to spend more time with

the john you can get up to $100 or $150.

?

What percentage of the money do you give your pimp?

A11 of it. He buys the clothes and pays the rent, and I feel

"ok with that. Sometimes I think it's crazys But there is a big



82

need to keep that man happy.
W.K. What do you think is the cause of your entering prostitution?

June Company -- I needed company. [ hated my father. I met a guy
with some good lines and there I was. I feel that sex is here
to stay. Prostitution is needed. It helps cut down on rape.
There is money in the world. A man doesn't mind putting swt 2

[ _J
few bucks tf he is getting satisfagtion for his money.

W. K. Are there other reasons for entering prostitution?
”~

June The excitement J?:Srostitution. It's glamourized. Take the

ol .
young girl who ié at home, her parents are both working, there
is no communicatjon at home, it's lonely, she has feelings,
but no omesto express them to, so she goes 100k{ng for a gang,
where sh;‘can relate. They think they can make a fast buck,
dress shaply and visit al] these great places. It's not really
like that at all but this is how it comes across to the young
girl. She doesn't see the quy she has to have sex with to make
this money, which she doesn't keep anyway because she gives it
all to her man. But she does get the feeling that she belongs

to something, to that peer group.
W. K Does SOCIO -economic status play a pant in prostl;yxion? <

£ o
P‘Ju ’R1ch 9irls are as vulnerable as girts from the poor homes.
fhere is loneliness in the fich home as well as Yn the poor
.
: hqme. In fact there is mgre Toneliness in the rich home than

in the poor ones. The i7+son who has everything needs to go



W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

outside for a relationship. RN

. Are there other reasons why people enter prostitution?

, B
Yes, nécessity -- low paid women need to get more money to

live. Even some housewives are out now part time.

Does the weed for sex play a part in the girl's decision to
enter the business? .
e
That's very rare, because when | am in the business, I don't

enjoy it. [ don't enjoy sex, the faster it'§ over the better.
This is why you need a "man" for your own kicks. There is a kind
of code in‘prostitution that the girl does not enjoy sex with

her jbhn. However, you lead the man to believe that yoL are
enjoying every minute of it, but you're not. That's one of the
tricks of the trade. You are putting on an act, the guy thinks
you're wonderful and that really makes you feel good and you

feel wanted and needed.

Have you had any rough experience in your career so far? -

»

Oh yes. That's part of the adventore and challenge of it. ['ve
had a knife held on my tHrOat. 1 was lying there and suddenly
there was a knife. He was on top of me, and saying nothing
Just ho]dind tz? knife at my throat. I yelled for help and
someone’came to the door. At that minute he jumped up, drissed

and ran. He was a maniac. ]

4
\

[ 4

That sounds scarv. Can you discriminate between thé\"sickie“

\
* 5
. N
Y

and the ok gquy.
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June

W.K.

June

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

You develop a sixgp sense. You iearn to turn people down
L J

L 4

but you can't always bevright.' ;,’ '

What kind of sex is most common now”

It was straight sex when I 'started. Now people seek different

kinds, especially french.sex.

‘Can you explain what that is?

» . ’ -2
N

You know, mouth sex.
»

I see. Oral sex then is in demand today more ‘than straight

sex.

Yes, at least more than before.

What is it 1ike now being in the business?

/
There are good fimes and bad times. I turned out when I was

15. 1 ran away from home, from a father I hated. But there

is hope. 1 depended on my mother. '
Was it revenge?

Noy I didn't have no revenge. I hated my father because he‘
didn't give me the attention that I thought I was owed. I
planned to kiqz him. I used to read true detectives and try

to fiqure out the perfect crime. But I-didn't 90 in the business

because of revenge.

Vlhat's the greatest fear in being a hooker?



-

:r‘/ /

- J;me ® Gettiné arrested. .It'; hunﬂi:ting. You st 1 have %eélings
You .feel humiliafhd Standing before a judge. TQis is Why a
girl is very defiant when she is arrested or in court, beéause .
she is put't’:i—ngv on a phoney false front. Deepy down inside she

-

_is scared. There is also the shitty feeling ~f being called &~

prgstitute,in public. T

W.K. what do you think of the polices’ attitude touards prostitution?

N

June Well, how do they def1né:{t? You have the secretary up
there and the prostitute down here. The secratary can be going
out with a different fellow every ;ight, shacking up with him,
but thé'fact that she 1is cal]ed a secretary i§ Phe“difference,
also the prostitutegeﬁs paid for 1&. It's ok to gi;e sex away

R but not to get paid for it, that's the public rzaction. The K
public thinks that a prostitute is a no good »erson. people
are nice to you‘until-you tell them you are a prostitute then
they withdraw in a sense of shock. A drug adc¢ict or an alcoholir
is fine but a prostitute is the bottom of the barreT: A pros-

titute is a human being. 1f it wa¥n't for the prostitute, a

lot of married men would be unhappy.

7

W.K. Nhatrxjnd of men visit the prostitute?

June A1l kinds. Mostly married men from all walks Jf life. Joctors,

lawyers, pol%ticians, bankers, business men ard labourers.
W K. Do you think the johns should be prosecuted? ‘

. . .. /
June No, but neither <hould the airls. In servicina the man,j)t

A



-

should be a split responsibility. When the police come to the
door of the room for a bust, they (there is usually two) will
také the john and the prostitute'1ndividual]y‘f0r questioning.
They th;efﬁen the guy with a phone call to his wife or a

. court appearance if he doesn't squeal énd tell how much he

paid .the girl. He Gsual1y breaks down and then gets off, but

. the girl ends up in jail. -This is a trick thé-police play on .

<
@

the guy to nail the girl.

. .

W.K. ~ How difficult i§ it to get out of the life?

June Ah hard, but not ippossible. w;}n you are young you may plan
to get out soon but you tend to stay on.

W.K. What's the 1ife like when ydu are older?

June When you're young you don't think of anything except the here
and how and don’t look ahead. You are always playing a game of
cops and robbe:;,’ If you looked ahead when starting in pros-
titution you wouldn't stay because there really is no future
in it for you. As you get older you try harder for a trick and

\ ¢ try to look younger. You must try to be accépted. )

\ . . L

W.K. Would you start over?

June Knowipg.what 1 do know now, I on]dn“t.. However, [ did have
some good times.

We K . Are girls forced into prostitution?

'
i

Jure Mo. They have a choice but they are swept off their feet by the



W.K.

June -

W.X.

June

W.K.

June

W.K.

. -, : ) - .1
pimps or by friéends. ' . .

How do you feel about pimps?

. - B | :
I hate them but they are a nesessity. Hhe else do"I pave to

turn to? ~ N HY
Is he needed to make the girls work?

Yes, they will work better if they feel' needed by the pimp.

Like the wife who is appreciated in the home.
" L
Are there any love relationships in prostitutionﬁ

!

Yes. Each one loves her man and he is good at making you feel

-

that yau are number one and he loves you more than the others.

How do you feel about the johns? . .

&«

June  You don't judge them. The only thing is, the younger person .

W.K.

June

W.K..

June

W.K.

is faster, where the older one takes more of your time but the

older ones may have more mbney. Money is the rélationship.

.

Do prostitutes become rich? v

-

No, most of the money goes to the pimp, and what's left you

spend right awayr It's easy come, easy gao, [ guess.
Do you plan on getting out of the businéss soon?
Some”day soon I quess Fwill.

Thank you June for this open and frenk interview. I‘wish you

happiness and success in whatever you do. \\\\\\\//

N,
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~ T |
_The Eleven Irrational Beliefs of EYiis (1962)

1. The idea.that it 1; a dire necessity for an ad&ﬂt human being .,
Eo be Toved or approved by virtualiy'every significant’other person in
' hiSchumuntty.', .
.2. The idea that one should be thordughlx competent, adequate, and

.

) ;achieving in all possible respects #f:one fs to consider oneself worth-

4

while.
. . £
3. The idea that it is awful and catastrophic when' things are not
the way one would very much like them to be.

’

4. The idea that certain people are bad, wicked or villianous and

‘ .

that they should be sevé?ely blamed and punthed for their Ji11any.

5. The idea that human unhappiness is exte;na1ly caused and that
bg?ple have little or no ability-to control their sorrgws and disturbances.

6. The idea that if something is or may be dangerous or fearsome
oﬁe sho&]d be terribly conéerned about it and should keep dwelling on
the possibility of its occurring. ] |

7. The idea that it is easier to avoid then to face certain life
difficulties and se]f-responsibi1ities;

8. The .1"dea that one should be dependent on others and needs VS‘M\e-
one stronger than.oneself on whom to rely. |

9. The idea ﬁhat one's part history is an a]]-imporiant determiner
of one's present behavior and that because something once strongly
affected one's life, ;t should indefinitely have a similar effect.

10. The idea that one should become quite upset over other people's
problems and @isturbances. |

11. The idea that there is invariably a nidht, precise and perfect

solution to human problems and that it is catastrophic 1f this perfect



o
SN

solution 1s\not ?ound.

$
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PARENT-CHILD RELATIONS QUESTIONNAIRE It

L 4

Marvia Siegelman and Anne Roe - .
\
o _ \ _
NAME . (or) ID NUMBER
First Middle Last
AGE ‘ . SEX TODAY'S DATE
(Nearest Year) (Write M or F) )

4

: DAUGHTER - MOTHER

‘' Here are 50 statements which describe different ways that mothers act towards s

their daughters. Read each statement carefully and think how wel] it describes how

]
your mother acted while you were growing up. Think especially about the time

before you were 12, '

After each statement there are four lines, These are labelled VERY TRUE:
TENDED to be TRUE; TENDED to be UNTRUE; VERY UNTRUE. Put an X on the
line that indicates ho true you think each statement.was of your mother.

For example, if your memory is that your mother always objected if you

. ®
were late for meals, you would mark the item as follows:

TENDED TENDED

VERY to be to be "VERY
My mother TRUE TRUE UNTRUE UNTRUE
I.  objected when I was late for meals. X

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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PCR QUESTIONNAIRE I

My mother

L,

2.

15.

6.

17.

18.

r -
made me feel wanted and needed.
punished me hard enough when |

misbehaved to make sure | would not
do it again.
spoiled me.

was too busy to answer my questions.

set very few rules for me,

made me fe4l what | did was important,

made it clear that she was boss,

relaxed rules and regulations as a
reward.

did not spend any more time with me
than she had to.

-

let me dress in any way [ pleased.

talked to me in a warm and
affectionate way,

slapped or struck me when [ behaved
badly."

pushed me to excel in everything I did.

paid no attention to what [ was doing

in school. 1
could not bring herself to punish me.

tried to help me when | was scared or

upset,
gave me extra chores as punishment.

let me stay up later as a reward.

made me feel she did not love me any
more if | misbehaved.

93

DAUGHTER-MOTHER

TENDED TENDED
VERY to be to be VERY
TRUE TRUE UNTRUE UNTRUE

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



PCR QUESTIONNAIRE u

My mothgr

20./let me off easy when | did something

21,

22,

23,

24,

25,

26,

27,

28.

29,
30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35,

36.

37.

wrong,
‘

Fespected my point of view and
encouraged me to express it,

nagged or scolded me when | was bad.

rewarded me by letting me off some of
my regular chores,

did novtake me into consideration in
making plans,

let me eat what | wanted to.
made me fee] Proud when I did wel],
demanded unquestioning respect.

did not want me to play rough outdoor
games for fear | might be hurt:;

went out of her Way to hurt my feelings.

let me do as I liked after school.

J
reasoned with me and explained the

possible harmfy] consequences when |
did wrong things,

told me how ashamed she was when |
misbehaved,

gave me candy or ice cream or fixed
my favorite foods for me as a reward,

ridiculed and made fun of me,

did not object to my loafing or
daydreaming.

tried to help me learn to live
comfortably with myself,

Punished me by being more strict
about rules and regulations,

DAUGHTI:R-MOTHER

VERY
TRUE

——————
—————
———
——————

.
l

TENDED TENDED

to be
TRUE

——
———
———
———
¢

T’J‘.
|
LT RN

ANy

LT oy

—
——
—
——
——
——

* GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

to be

VER'

UNTRUE UNTRI



98
PCR QUI':STIONNAIRIZ 11 DAUGHTERes MOTHER

. TENDED TENDED

VERY to be to be VERY
My mother L) TRUE TRUL UNTRUE UNTRUE
8. gave me special attention as a reward,
39. complained about me. v
40. did not object when | was late for‘mcal-.
41. made it easy for me to confide in her. . ' .
42. expected prompt and unquestioning

obedience. ‘ :

43, rewarded me by giving me money or
increasing my allowance.

44. paid no attention to me,

45. was easy with me.

46. said nice things about me,.

47. kept the house in order by having a
lot of rules and regulations for me.

44. gave me new things as a reward, such
as toys.

49. did not try to help me learn things,

50. did not bother much about enforcinyg
*

rules.

END. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ANSWERED EVERY QUESTION.

Comments (1if any):

Short Form Revision, January, 1973



DAUGHTER-MOTHER

)

SCORING SHEET FOR PCR II

Name or {D No.

Date
LOVE DEMAND ATTENTION® REJECT CASUAL
I n 3 4 5 : '
-
6 7 8 9 10
7~
11 - 12 13 14 1S
16 17 I8 19 20
21 22 23, 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
,
31 32 33 34 35
e - —_—
36 31 o 38 39 40
41 42 43 44_ 45 °
46 47 48 49 50
‘ -
al » .
LOVE DEMAND ATTENTION REJECT CASUAL
* ATTENTION factor was previously called "'Protection' in the
130 item PCR form.
Y Short Form Revision, January, 1973

Marvin Siegelman and Anne Roe
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¢ . PARENT-CHILD RELATIQNS QUESTIONNAIRE I
/ Marvin Siegelman and Anne Roe \
NAME < ' (or) ID NUMBER
First ~ Middle Last
- AGE_. SEX TODAY'S DATE
- (Nearest Year) Write Mor F)

DAUGHTER-FATHER

Here are 50 statements which describe different ways that fathers acf towards
their daughters. Read each statement carefully and think how well 1t desc ribes
S _
how your father acted while you were growing up. Think especially about’the time
* bLefore you were 12.
After each statement there are four lines. These are labelled VERY TRUE:
TENDED to be TRUE: TENDED to be UNTRUE: VERY UNTRUE. Put an X on the
- .
line that indicates how true you think each statement was of yuur father.

For example, if your memory is that your father often let you off easy when

you did something wrong, you would mark the item below as follows:

TENDED TENDED

VERY to be ~ to be VERY
My father TRUE TRUE UNTRUE UNTRUE
1. never let me off easy when I1dnd
something wrong. ® ) ¢ X

97
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PC‘R QUESTIONNAIRE II DAUGHTER-FATHER . 38

My father

l.

2.

11.

12.

14.

15.

16

17,

18.
19,

was genuinely interested in my affairs.

TENDED TENDED
VERY to be to be VERY
TRUE TRUE UNTRUE UNTRUE

puni;hed me hard enough when I
misbehaved to make sure | would not

do it again,

spoiled me.

let me know | was not wanted.

set very few rules for me.

discussed what was good about my
behavior and helped to make clear the

made it clear that he was bas

ol

desirable consequences of my‘j\yvns. -

relaxed rules and regulations as a

reward.

was too busy to answer my questions.

gave me as much freedom as | wanted.

made me feel wanted and needed.

never let me get away with breaking

a rule.

rewarded me by letti

of my regular chorey,

me off some

did not spend any more time with me

than he had to.

|
|
|

let me off easy when I did something

wrong.

.~ 'made me feel what I did was important.

spanked or whipped me as punishment.

A .
gave me candyoricecream as a reward.

did not take me into consideration in

making plans.

|
T

|

|

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



PCR QUESTIONNAIRE II ‘DAUGHTER-FATHER

7/ | (

' TENRED
VERY  tobe

to be
TRUE

My father TRUE
26 did not want me to play rough outdoor
‘ games for fear I might be hurt.
2]. talked to me in a warm and
affectionate way,
22. demanded unquestioning respect. *
23. made dthers give in to me.
1
24, ridiculed and made fun of me.
25, let me qfay up\as lateqgas I liked.
26. tried to help me when I was scared
or upset, —
27. punished me by sending me out of the
room or to bed.
28. gave me.special attention as a reward.
29. acted as if [ did not exist. :
30. let me do pretty much what [ wanted
to do.
31. respected my paint of view and
encouraged me to express it.
32. punished me by being more strict
about rules and regulations,
33, let me go to parties or play with others
more than usual as a reward.
34, complained about me.
35. did not object to my loafing or
daydreaming.
36. tried to help me learn to live
comfortably with myself.
37. wanted to have complete control over

my actions.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

TENDED
to be
UNTRUE

VERY
UNTRUE

99



PCRQUESTIONNAIRE II DAUGHTER-FATHER

TENDED TENDED

. VERY to be

My father TRUE TRUE
38. rewarded me by givi%oney or ' .

increasing my allowance. '
39, ignored me as long as I did not do

anything to disturb him.
40. did not object when I was late for meals. )
41. encouraged me to bring friends' home and

tried to make things pleasant for them.
42. taught me that he knew best and that I

43&anted me to have at least as large an

44,
45,
46.

47.
48.
49.

50.

Comments (if any):

must accept his decisions.

lowance as my friends.

did not try to help me learn things.
, AN
was easy with me.

made it easy for me to confide in him.

expected prompt and unquestioning -
obedience.

gave me new things as a reward, such
as toys., ~

believed a child should be seen and
not heard.

did not bother much about enforcing
rules.

to be
UNTRUE

00

VERY |
UNTRUE

END. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ANSWERED EVERY QUESTION.

Short Form Revision, January, 1973
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SCORING SHEET FOR PCR Ii W 101

DAUGHTER-FATHER e
* Name or 1D No. L
'~ .
) Date
v LOVE S nmﬁhnn TTENTION®* REJECT  CASUAL
B , 2 4 5
\ . - :
6 7 g o
_

11 12 13 ) 14 15| .

16 17 18 19 20
—————————— e ——t—— e e—— e —— ———————————
21 .22 , y 23 24 25 .
26 27 . 28 29 30
31 32 33 : 34 35
—_— A —_—  Em—
36 . <37 - 38 39 40 .
41 42 . 43 44 45
_— ‘ _— s
46 47 48 49 50

LOVE DEMAND ATTENTION REJECT CASUAL

SCORING FOR FIVE VARIABLES:

VERY TRUE=4; TENDED to'be, TRUE=3; TENDED to be UNTRUE=2; VERY UNTRUE-=1,

If one or more items are not answered, compute the average of remaining items for this
variable and enter this average for the missing items. If one item is omitted, for
example, take the average of remaining 9 items. High scores represent high loving,
demanding, attention, rejecting, or casual. . Low scores indicate low loving, demanding,
attention, rejecting, or casual, ‘ .

SCORING FOR FACTORS:

Factor 1 (LOVE-REJECT)zLOVE score minus REJECT score + 50
(Higher scores represent loving; lower scores represent rejecting. )

Factor Il (CASUAL-DEMAND)-CASUAL score minus DEMAND score +50:=
(Higher scores represent casual; lower scores represent demanding. )

Factor IIl (ATTENTION)=ATTENTION score . =
(High scores indicate more attention; low scores indicate less attention. )
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ADULT I-I INVENTORY
v ’ \\
Read each of the following statements and decide how much you

agree or disagree. Shov your answer on the upuati answver page.

Use the code shown below.

’ b o l\l ( - C D "
A. "1 dtrongly agree 7 ——— e— _;_ e
B. 1 agree e e =
C. Undocid;d — — — — conm—
’D. I disagree — " a— —— P a——
’l. I ltr/uwly disagree "__ — cm— —— ap—
' NOTE

Ansver all the questions. (Mark only one ¢éhoice for each question).
There are no right or wrong answers.

®
There is no time limit. \g

If you wish to change an answer, be certain to erase the undesired
ansvwer ¢ letely.

Because th&inventory is to be machine scored a soft pentil should
be used.
L+

N



10.

11.

12.
.13,

14.
15.

l6.

1.

18.

19.

20.
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-

Jeers huamiliate me even when I know I am right.
1 vorrf about situations wvhere I am being tested.

-

~
The best way to teach a child right from wrong is to spank him
when he is wrong. | .

n
1 must learn to "keep my h:ad" when things go wrong.

I think I am q‘tting" fair deal in life.

I.worry about etemity. ‘

I am happiest vhen I am sitting around doing little or‘nothinq.
I prefer to be independent of others in making decisions.

If a person is ill-tempered and moody, he will probably never
change.

I get very upset when I hear of people (not close relatives or
close friends) who are very ill.

Crime never pays.

My family and close friends do not take enough time to become
acguainted with my problems.

People who do not achieve competency in at least one area are
worthlesse.

We are justified in refusing to forgive our enemies.

1 frequently feel unhappy with my appearance.

1 feel that life has a great deal more happiness than troubls.
I worry over possible misfortunes.

I often spend more time in trying to think of ways of getting
out of something than it would take me to do it.

I tend to lock to others for the kind of behavior they approve
a8 right and wrong.

Soms people are dull and unimaginative because of defective
training as a child.

Helping others is the very basis of life.



a2.
a3.
24.

as.

- 36,
27.
28,

29.

30.

3l.

.

33.

3S.
3é6.
37.

18.
19,
40.

41.

42.

10%

school pxcn'otionl should be for intellectual merit alome.

it is very important to ms when 1 do. a good job to be praised.
I find it difficult to take criticism without feeling hurt.
It is ton:tbl.y upsetting the way some students seem to be
constantly protesting about one thing or another,

It is impossible at any gi::n time to change one's emotions.
I tend to worry about possible accidents and disasters.

I need to learn how to keep from being too assertive or too bold.

To cooperate with others is better than doing what you feel
should be done. \

Sywpathy is the most beautiful emotion of man..

People who criticise the government are either ignorant or
foolish.

1 wish that more affection ver.o shown by members of my family.

when a person is no longer interested in doing his best, he

is done for.

I get very angry when 1 miss a bus which passes only a few
feet away from ws.

My place of esploynent and/or my neighborhood provide adequate ‘*
opportunity for me to meet and make friends.

1 can walk past a grave yard alone at night without feeling
uneasy .

1 avoid inviting others to my home because 1t 1s not as nice
as theirs. . »

I prefer to have someone with me when I receive bad news.

It is necessary to be especially friendly to new co~workers and
neighbors. ' T

The good person is usually right.
Sometimes I fesl that no one loves m8.

I worry about little things.



- 106

43. Riches are a sure basis @or happiness ln'tho homs .

44> I can face a difficult task without fear. -

45. I usually try to A;‘roid doing chores which I dislike doing.
46. 1 like to bear ro-ponlibiltti;- alone. ‘
"47. Other peoples praoblems frequently cause me great canoem.
48. It is sinful to doubt the bible.

‘9. It makes me very uncomfortable to be different.

"50. I get terribly upset and miserable when things are not the way
I would like them to be.

51. I find that my occupation and social life tends to make me
unhappy .

52. I am afraid in the dark. | o :

S3. Many people that I know are so unkind or unfriendly that .l
avoid then. ‘.

S4. It {s better to take risks and to commit possible errors, than
togoek unnecessary aid of others. )

" 55. I get disturbed when ndighbors are very harsh with their little
i children.

I3

56. - 1 find 1t very upsetting when important people are indifferent
to me.

J
57. I have sometimes had a nickname which upset me.
58. I have sometimes crossed the street to avoid meeting some perscn.

59. Wwhen a friend ignores me I become extremely upset.

60. My feelings are easily hurt.
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-How many years of schooling do you have? .

108

PERSONAL OPINION QUESTIONNAIRE

How old are you? .

. .Hé%t did your'parents do for a living? .

How do you feel concerning the public opinion of prdstitution?

Y

Describe .what you do on an average day? .

How did you first get involved in prostitdtion? .

-

Ahy do you stay in prostitution?
]

If vou had it to do over aaain, would you become a prositute?
".

4 »
Why did you choose prestitution as a way of life?
A
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Room ¢-148C .
. Department of Lducationgl Poychology
' Univereity of Alberta

Edwonton, Alberta

April 11, 1977

or. 4dnne Roe

raduate Solool 0* Education
Harvard Univereity

17 Swmar Road

Cambridpe 28, ‘“esachusetts
U. 5. A,

~Dear Or, Rog:

fresentln I ¢ oreparing muo Do, lissertition *.e areq o
parent-chksl.” recations i; 8 18 an tnrluencing “1stop 1 ;roatitution,

Im rea’in~ t' rough Z/tem:wv Tnocearch 7 1 auitalle natrume 1t
to use, I cawve ~ roes our wticle n Tol, 4 om oslglac- e Ztiona ot
Chi Ll levelorent i itieh o @acrile the Pirant- i ‘alationa
Ku2striomratne, Gt ¢, roment I ot 3erionaly vav sl g e - W, g
netrmoent ! oul TIrectate {7 oy noul i opeem i me 307> corted o) it, .

Stnceredy vourn,

villtam /. Kenna Xy

we's/am



ANNEK ROK. PH.D.
RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION IN PEYCHOLOOGY
S1S1 EAST HMOLMES ST.
TUCSON. ARIZONA 88711

25 April 1977

Mr. Wwilliam J. Kennedy

Room 6=145C ‘

Department of Educational ,Psychology
University of Alberte

Edmonton, Alberta

T6GC 221

r :
Deer Mr., Kennedys

1 enclose copies of the new version of the PCR Questionnaire,
along with references to articles using the esrlier form, You will
note that we now have four separate forms for same=sex and cross-sex
parent and child, and also that the guestionmaire is much shortened,
and arranged to abstract the factors readily.

We do not yet have extensive enough data to issue manual or
normg, but can state that among college students, black and white,
snd northern and southern, ‘reliabilities range from .652 to ,966,
and that the interfactor correlations are very low,

You can obtain forms at 10 cents a set (for onme sex) from Dr.
Marvin Siegelman, School of Education, College of the City of New
York, New York City 1003l. We do ask that you let us know in what
connection you are using them and that you send us your results.

If you have any further questions, plesse refer them to Or. Sieqelman.
Sincerely yoyrs,
A, .

Anne Roe

NR/ce

tnclosures

|RA



