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Challenge  

 To keep current on the 

latest developments within 

information retrieval for 

systematic reviews,  

 health technology 

assessments and other 

evidence syntheses 
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What is SuRe Info? 

• An open access web resource produced by the 
Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi) 
Interest Group on Information Retrieval (IRG). 

• A resource that summarizes the current best 
research evidence about information retrieval for 
HTA. 

• Created for information specialists and others 
working in information retrieval. 

• Updated every six months. 
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Creating SuRe Info - an overview 

• Topic-specific search strategies are run in selected 
relevant databases; information from other sources 
is also gathered. 

• Publications fulfilling the SuRe Info inclusion criteria 
receive a structured abstract containing a brief 
critical appraisal (“publication appraisal”). 

• Key messages from the appraisals are summarized 
into topic-specific chapters. 
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SuRe Info contents 

Chapters on general 
search methods 
common across all 
health technologies 

Sources to search: 
Value of searching different sources* 
Value of using different search approaches 
Service providers and search interfaces  
 

Designing search strategies:  
Strategy development 
Search filters 
Other limits: language, date 
 

Peer reviewing search strategies 
 

Documenting and reporting the search 
process 
 

Searching grey literature** ** = planned 

* = ongoing 
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SuRe Info contents - continued 

Chapters describing the 
methods to use when 
searching for specific 
aspects of health 
technologies 

Health problem and current use of technology  

Description and technical characteristics of 
technology  

Safety  

Diagnostic accuracy  

Clinical effectiveness* 

Costs and economic evaluation  

Ethical analysis 

Organizational aspects* 

Social aspects* 

Legal aspects 

Qualitative research* * = ongoing 
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SuRe Info is part of the HTAi Vortal 
but also has its own URL for easy access: http://www.sure-info.org  

http://www.sure-info.org 

http://www.sure-info.org/
http://www.sure-info.org/
http://www.sure-info.org/
http://www.sure-info.org/
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SuRe Info in everyday work 

I am planning a search on cost-effectiveness of 
bioresorbable coronary scaffolds, and would like to see 
what the current research evidence says about how 
and where to search. 

 

How can SuRe Info help? 
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Search strategy development 
chapter 
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Search strategy development 
chapter - continued 
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Costs and economic evaluation 
chapter 
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Costs and economic evaluation 
chapter - continued 
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Publication appraisal 
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Summary 

SuRe Info: 

• Is an open access web resource. 

• Provides an overview of current research evidence 
for major issues in information retrieval for HTA. 

• Helps searchers stay up-to-date with the latest 
developments in the field of information retrieval. 

• Offers research-based advice in everyday searching 
issues. 
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Helps us stay 
up-to-date 
with the latest 
developments 

Supports 
timely uptake 
of potential 
efficiencies 
arising from 
new evidence  

Enables us  
to identify 
research 
gaps 

The role of SuRe Info in the  
HTA information retrieval practice 
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Future plans 

• The HTA Core Model® already provides links to SuRe 
Info chapters for domain-specific guidance on 
information retrieval issues. 

• We look forward to future collaboration with 
EUnetHTA and other networks. 

• We plan to carry out targeted marketing. 

• We plan to undertake a user survey. 
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Thank you! 
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Contact us: 
 julie.glanville@york.ac.uk 
jaana.isojarvi@york.ac.uk 


