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ABSTRACT

Smeial orders are continuously mutating. The changes that occurred in
the fur trade social order in the Bret half of the nineteenth century are
sigaiBcant, for they reflect the growing dominance of middle-class British
eestoms and belisfs in a frontier society. By concentrating on a
wwam&mwm
1823 and 1850, and by using gender as a means of examining this society,
this thesis studies the effect that a generation of Victorian Hudeon's Bey
Company Gentlemen made on fur trade society.

As carriers of British ninetsenth-century middle-class gender beliefs,
JﬂWM&MM;MhM&W
base was shifting from Indian to white; consequently, insteed, of modifying
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wmmmmam
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wsammu&.&n&dw&
divided Indiens and mixed bloods from whites, can be linked to the
m&w-.“dhm.—dn“m
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INTRODUCTION

In 1823, George Barnstoa! gently poked fun at his friend James
Hargrave,2 as be deecribed the rural simplicity of his bachelor life:

such offusions as the n—?p&

bruin as well a5 sy owa week ene.... yuhn:‘zn

ny ot prosent are? —To eat whea I'm hungry
-&.l’-&v.pbuwhl’-du"&riu

ageia whea my back's sere—From this you may guess

under what government [ live[,] not petticont you mey be

oure. =8
Fourteea years later, Barnston, whe wes by then & married man with three
childrea, provided Hargrave with another thumbaail shetch of his domestic

own meedy theughts, with There is Love
tse withia Desrs, and whils that is the case meny & biseer
! Barnsten and bad met when they served sagether ot York Pastory in 1031
Parther -ﬁ&:-’oh Geatismen msaticnsd in
this thesls ean be found in the f Canalias or in the appoadicss of
Mudson's Bay Reserds Sesley
’k“hht“ﬂ-“.”lﬁ-ﬁh ‘s
r* the basls of this study, be is duaks whth in later



blast can be borne from without. Time in the winter hangs
Thre T Beved Snrece sk o e Pt | e o
n-hpﬁn:l My owa litte Bay James is also on
L::;-Th rmﬁ‘ :tsdni:;:-
whiwnunm-lhnﬂlmil.l
hﬂimh Books & Microscops. A Tolerable
m&&mdhhywﬂlhm
made, l-q;nmheh-idmh*
his servants and his residence at a Post, the Lfe that he describes and the
mﬂu&ﬂhnﬁﬁmﬂhﬁhﬁqudﬂ
p.h..ﬂvh.hngb ’ roentury rural Brinin. However, as

f[tr

"mm&t:lhﬂlhhnbhhﬁi‘lﬂ
.

§ The tarms ladisn Countey and Coustey Z‘it
the Nudesn's Bay Company tesshesy. thaee
) ﬁ::&hﬁ‘L-dﬁhué_



guardianship which allowed them o share and reinforce the social and
cultural mores of their home civilisation.

The letters written 10 and by James Hargrave betwees 1825 and 1850
form such a web. They cover the entirety of Hudson’s Bay Company
territories and stand as a discrete body of evidence which reflects the
rigidifying social order in the fur trade. More significantly, their
presentation of the changing boundaries of male-female and male-male
relationships over time emphasises the important role these men played in
defining the social structure of this froatier society. When the
Correspondence began, fur trade society wes still organised oa pre-
industrial lines. The trade had just eatered its consclidation period and was
oaly starting to adjust %o the changes brought about by the amalgamation of
the North West Compeny and the Hudson'’s Bay Company. Whea this
sample of the Correspondence eads in 1850, class consciousness among the
Geatismes had emerged and premonitory changes have oocurred %
restructure relationships throughout the Country.

As examination of Hargrave's correspondence shows that the gradual
changes and strasificasions in fur trade society during this period can be
approached frem any of four perspeciiven: age, class, ethaicity, and geader.
While all of thess perspectives yisld significant insights, geader provides
the mest comprohonsive coverags, since it is & constientive and inemtricable

‘umuumumubu—sumﬁuuzn
“ﬁ“b*hw*.*ﬂn of the hand




element of both cluss and ethnicity, as well as an important means of
evaluating changes dus 10 age. By conceatrating on the information about
gender found in the Correspondence, this thesis will trace the evolution of
the social order in the Country between 1823 and 1850 and show how
hardening gender beliefs, which not oaly redefined femininity and
masculinity but also underscored all forms of class relations in ninetsenth-
century Britain, were echoed in nineteenth-century fur trade society. In
doing 90, it attests to the validity of G.F.G. Swanley’s belief that the social
order of a fromtier society owes more 1o the social and cultural infrestructure
of its parent society than it doss to the froatier experience. It aleo eomblishes
the exissence of a male network of Hudson'’s Bay Compeny officers whoss
connections helped 0 disseminats geader belishs and eacourage conformity;
thus, leading to increasingly strict, class-conscious inserpretations of geader
by 1850. Finally, it demonstrates that geader cen be wsed effectively outside
of the narvow feminist setting where it seems destined 0 be trapped.
Historians who use gender to emamine the past cen gain sigaificant insights
into social organisation.

Before moviag oa o0 a discussion of the documents, it is necessary
have some general background informatien about the Canadien histericel
miliow in which the thesis is based. In 1940, G.F.G. Sualey used the anaual
repert of the Canadien Historical Associstion as & platform o criticies
Canedisn histarians’ ssndency to uaquesticaingly adept the Frontier thesis
s meens of enpleining Canadisa histery.” Ia his view, the ssductive
*d’h'nﬂn“uw“ﬁ-b*

'mrnmm-uauwu'a-a-u—u
Ascsclation Annnal Rupevs 1968 pp. 106-117.




realities and nuances of the Canadian experience. In addition, Seanley felt
that Turner’s emphasis on change over continuity led historians %0 believe —
mistakenly —that the frontier experience, in conjunction with the isolation
and alienation of frontier communities from their parent societies, resulted
in the creation of & unique new society. Instead, Stanley assersed that picneer
society was cssentially imitative, not creative. The people who settled on the
froatier brought with themselves the prevaleat values and belisfs that defined
their native societies. Thess mores were not erased as a result of the fronder
exxperionce. While settlers’ initial experiences often called for the
modification of their primary or economic meres in order to ensure survival,
once this was assured, these adapeations became less significant. Duriag the
now society’s consclidation period, the settlers devoted their ensrgy ®
building a swreng, recegnissble social arder that created o Kak with the
parent and ssrved as & qymbeol of the asw society’s rise from barbariem’. This
process relegeted primery meres to the background and elevated the
relatively unaleered secondery mores which regulated the sociel erder. Thus,
from the end of the susvival pericd, the sew sscisty gradually begen o take
oa the social erder of its parent and Bnelly emerged with a cultwre ast
significently dissimiler to it. Accerding to Swnley, this two-part precess
resulted in the ersation of Consda a8 & country whess ccsnemic strucsures
have boen shaped by the cavirenment, but whese social and pelisicel
swrusturer carry the weight of Brisish wadiden.

k & ssmowhat ivenic to use as recent an histerical perepestive as goader
to cxnmine the vishilly of as vensrable a thesls ae Staaley’s. Whils geader
boliels underlie all sosisties and gender is ene of the mest tenssions of
sssendary meses, the wse of geader Ly histerians is sl in it infhacy.



nnﬁhmﬂmdm Sgpbﬂﬂwidqh-ﬁ?hhehd-mﬂ
not work, for it either created & hagiography celebrating ‘Great Women' or it
created a ‘her-story’ which filled in historical gape regarding the activities of
mmh”@t‘hﬁmmmﬂ
the tributions any more worthy of sotice.® A proliferation of academic
_r&nﬁiﬂpedpﬂrmhpﬂhmhhdughnyi
im,ghpshpmﬁbhwgm—hmnib
-_*;:?:::::.‘:::z“‘;::': Srekiom ssion and tover f

Qlﬁhlﬂ-ﬁihlﬁ.&hﬁ-hﬁhm&

[I



wuhmnmbﬂdeth
m-ithhm:mwbmmiéu&bmhh
some effact on the use of gender for historians, it is not of paramount

o Gontir and Mictory, (New York: obamle Usiversity Pross

power end pesssnch-arusturel issesvelationch



ulh'é:mim:n'“ndwnnhm&ﬂmk-ﬁ!&
as well as male-male relationshipe
Whndneu—ﬁ.padar hmp&&da&nﬂp&mﬁ:m
' ’ scture of any society and

M&mhﬂkhmmm
"l-:n.‘a—i-mu-ﬂ iﬂi-hdh-b-b. Amavicsan Bistorical

va e 00 s, (Chavel P Usiverely of Merth Coralion Prems, 1908, p.
mm&#ﬂhﬁimmpl



'Eﬂdﬁ"‘!tmgbhm&nwﬁhpduhﬁiﬁmmh
the full range of social divisios whehhwibnnf oe in ¢

ﬂh@pﬁﬂh“hnﬂlﬂt_pﬁinﬂhmnﬁ-vvhlﬂh
availablility and validicy of this knowledge varies acroes societies, as well ae
time and place, gender is both consextual and mutabls.!® Paradoxicall

Jualy dwﬂmmhh

Lh*ﬂ-‘l‘“—.hﬂﬁvmm
hi“ﬂ; The Netherlandn E.J. Brlll, 1999), p. 2, and Brisssa, p. 1.
hm lhﬁﬁi!hﬁ-ﬁ.hh-ﬂ

Hbib—d-j-hﬁiﬁuhﬂ”:”” be r hmisine
Hﬁl_ib” " hﬂ_shh-ﬂhiﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬂ

ﬁlghpu-i- 4, Sestt, p. 4 end MasCormack, p. 1. Whils thess
'ﬁ'd&ﬁ_ﬁm in gender bellsh phy == vals In the
culnennl o p whish defines male-female or melo-annle relatisnships, they may be

abigned is heo-to-base contast. Abhough the ssatsmperscy and pervasive lnserpromtion of



h&dhﬂmw&hmuﬁuﬁuhmﬂs
‘Baxed’. lnmdini_ '

&n&rﬁhﬂpﬁhmnlmﬂmmﬁ'ﬂm;m

which grants them power.3 In order to maintain this power, they become
whﬂhﬂmeﬂﬂmsbﬂ:;ﬂ-—hﬂn

‘L..._“'“"? et e
h ast - = of power, &



ﬁmpﬁﬁhhﬂnwﬁéhﬂﬁhtfj ok aﬁuailé-z
proismity o the ideal. The method of differentiation involves the sscription

11



Mﬁmhﬂhmm

&mﬂrhhﬁéﬁmmiﬁmmﬁn

qﬂma;nhupn:dm“lb it may prove to be one of the most
u : :ihﬂ@qhmﬂgﬂnihp&“m

mﬁﬂthﬁﬁmnnm&ﬁlm&nx&h&h;
“ﬁ‘?gi F.

gonder belisfs in fur trade society, it is important 10 realise that Britain
remained hﬁi&t«hﬂﬂiﬁtﬁ:db lents. By 1826,

Tis true my Mmmicﬂd;vﬁn

viitén y is the naturel consegueace, but whea |
ﬁ#ﬁi‘hwl‘_ﬁb, s hills of Scotland
ﬂp-_hqﬁdﬂllﬁirm‘

-
SMﬂ&Aﬂﬂn.thhnh-&kﬂldh
ih!dh,, lagme ,hhhﬂ-lt‘
) his



wﬁhm”ﬁrhﬁnmﬁdb‘ﬂlmi
cﬂﬂud:‘udmbﬂ:‘, temporan m_k.pnﬁdul.ldnﬁd
ﬁﬂdﬁmﬁhﬂhﬂdm hﬁnnm—lﬁdh

ﬁbqnﬁiﬁnﬁyﬂkh Fﬁhhﬂn-ﬂtﬂ
& competenty —in the meantime lot me drag out my dege in the laad of the
““ﬁﬁ*kﬂﬂhﬁhhm—
asarer the geal of my wishes....
NAC MG1S, A, 21 (C73) Series 1 fo. 96 Goorge Barnsten to James Hargrowe, .
Alsssader, 3 Juse 1836
S‘I-ﬁ--ﬁh.bhm-a&-a-dcghpu.mh
hi-higiu;i-ilﬁ* "’iﬂﬁhv _
ﬂ-—h-hbi—ilﬂ,,,, - shelera
hﬁt“vﬁhﬂ,iﬁ _
iq&“ m'i hﬂ G-_.h_lﬂ ﬂh,fj;f,,
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they remained aware of changing British gender beliefs and the way that
they were being translased in nineteenth-century British society.

Whig historians have traditionally viewed the nineteenth century as &
period of ever-increasing changs, leading inevitably to the modern, urban,
and industrial world of the tweatisth century. While this interpretation has
its drawbacks, it aleo has a certain validity. For Britain, the nineteenth
century wes & time of change, modernisation, industrialisation, and
urbanisation. Over the course of the century, the ansise nfpims of the
pervasive encugh 1o significantly affect the outlying, rural, and
the face of Britain and the kife of its inhebisants were parts of processes
carlier periods was thet the cumulative effects of the changes touched all
socio-economic groups, net just the very rich.

In the Brut half of the ninstsenth consury & sumber of events cccurred
MW-M&MMd.ﬂmi
British society. BEcenemically, industrislisssion and agriculewral
um-wmu-&uu«u*&-b

14



was passed in 1815 as a prosectionist messure to safeguard English grain
the importad ’,&h@[ﬂm“&hmmmhb&m
n-dutg‘nfhﬁdafh’* olecnic Wars, its protectionist stance served
only to0 create hardship.?® As a result, it was unsuccessfully modified i 1828
Politically, the reforms which started in 1828 began a process that

begen 40 be instieuted in 1838 sad by 1050 some imporeant pieces of

logislation had besn passed. Several of these bear mention, as they provide
ﬁ*h-ﬁé*hﬁiihpﬂ.ﬁ:npdd‘h’rﬁd

’T‘bﬁ-h—ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁh—iihpﬁﬂhh
ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ#iﬂ hghe hﬁj

18



Corporation Acts (1828) and the Roman Catholic Relief Act (1829) extended
Reform Bill (1852) set the stage for further political reform by providing a
significant though small exsension of the franchise which ensured the partial
democratisation of the government. The Poor Law Amendment Act (1834)
with the problem of the poor. It aleo refiected a middie-class society’s
growing belief in the virtues of self-help and respectability, as well as iss

briefly outlining the social order during this peried. Accordiag to E.P.
Thompeon, Eaglish history’s chrenicler of cless, Englead had a cless

16
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from the working class and aligned its interests with those of the upper class
While there can be little doubt that class sentiments did exist by 1850, it
ﬂh&bﬁnhmuuﬁﬁ-ﬂhlﬂnhﬁ_ﬂuh

Bhu n—-ﬁr-;—h_yiﬁ.h—.hﬁ.-i—ﬁg‘
) ?A—qguh—@.uimhl—ﬂ-ﬂgu#&ﬂ




h&vﬂuﬂ:nﬂnhﬁnﬂpwndtﬂudueﬂn.ndnﬂy
tiased degrees of status. M:ﬂimwunmﬂhh‘hﬂ
then subsumed, first in the village community and then in the larger
and deference. Whils conflict and tension often existed between the groups, &
%0 unify and take national action. Implicit in this model was & belief that the
mwmmhmmwﬁdbm-
Mmﬂhhhﬂ“idﬂ-h‘m
uhhﬁhﬁ*ﬂbnhﬁhdvﬁdﬂﬁﬁfl“i
m#&t*inﬂmghﬂliqﬂ
sntification with a usified uaderlying belisf gyssem. Inssead, Wrightson
*ﬁﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁﬂem&bpﬁdmh
geined if the socisqy is ssen as complex end dymamic, simule ’
aligned verdcally and herisontally. hﬁ.hhhﬂ.i—iﬁn
torms besed on similarities of muntaliiy, Wrightssn uncovers & werld where
hmﬂrﬂ*ipﬁhﬁm-ﬂ—bhﬁ

55 Posar Lacien, T8s World D% Misss Lovg 3rd od., (Mow Yorls Charics Seribasr’s Soms,
1980, pp- 1-101.

18



locale and uader one set of circumstances whils the horisontal structures of
class consciousness and clase conflict co-existed in ancther place and under
different circumetances. As such he defines & middle way that accounts fer
the variations ia class formation in early ainetesnth-century Britain (as
caused by factors such ss isolation, urbanisation, or industrialisetion), and
provides an historical model which emphasisss the element of continuity in
change.%¢

Wrightson's model is also important becanse it is applicable 0 aa
enamisstion of fur trade social order. Ia 1821, whea the Hudson's Bay
Compeny amalgamated with the North West Company, it was cssendelly o
pro-industrial institution operating in a pre-industrial social order.¥ I
charter had boen grented in 1670% aad i operesions on the Bay had been
based ca the houssheld medel of pre-indusirial England. In many wege, the
orgenisative which James Hargrove joined in 1821 was will an eightsench-
coatury cencern. Incressingly custhrest competisien betweea the companiss
alber the surn of the ainstesnth century had pro-empeed secial change in the

19



Jons, MPOrs mhmmwﬁn&mmir&;
10 the position of the father; the servants, or men as they were often called,
flled the static role of life-cycle servants or emplayees. The small number of

mind, for the distance between susial gradations appears 1 heve often beea
-H—nd bpﬂ ' ﬁ-lnp’ -"Hb‘**hﬂ

r_ﬁﬂﬁdh— )
""""‘E“"‘_‘“"““

ettt

»Ye culy e

1 ao enuh, bn & cantls hovd and the last to aut end haul fise woed 3 miles distance,

ot lage & e them by himeelt....." NAC MO8, A, 31 (CAO Seriee | foe. 19056 B Grane

» Jumes Masgrove, Nouse, } Fobvuasy 1041.
‘ﬁﬂtﬁnhﬂ_ﬁ-_ﬂ_ﬁ

t» Jobn Eﬁﬁhh-ﬁ




Mmﬂdﬁ‘hﬂnﬁﬁfﬁ-pﬁhﬂ\-ﬁdm
structure. m-rbmmimﬁmhdmdﬂﬁm:h
roles.® However, even thess women were still peripheral elements in what was

The plain mattor of the fast io that the fallow o o gabbling halfwited

Hﬁﬁhi-ﬁ;ﬂd— e truth ser

s Hargrowe zm%ﬁ
ll.ﬂ—-i from Baglead &

ﬂﬁlvh?-ﬁb'l‘hlﬁi Women ia the Far Hmihl;h&:d—
irk, “Wemen and the | t =lhmﬂhgi
ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ*-n—!—i ﬁ; *ﬂmhiﬂnﬂpb

lﬂh—ﬁ_!ﬁhmﬂ“ﬁ

'h‘hg&mhﬁl&hﬂgﬂf*mhk

21



Cresm Halm, 1975). Davideff enplares the rele of middie- and upper-sines Raglich wemea in
: ) _ g adharence to stvist codes of ctiquere




fur trade as a whole. While clase society was beginning to take shape at Red

m&mﬂhhmmm&-&-—uﬂm
afrer 1060.

is important 10 know something about Hargrave himeelf.® One of at least
o provide him with & good education by the parish minister who wes

was sent ® Fysshe's Academy in Galashisls, & middie-cless institution,
‘lmm&}{mﬁhihm m&i--_lh,nm-

Series 1 fo. 1008, Denald Rene
hm*ﬂ




education to good use, he entered the emplayment of the North West
Company as an apprentice clerk in 1820. After the amalgamation of the
eonpunnmlﬂl hlwﬂﬁhmﬂlﬂﬂlw(:ﬂ”ﬂl
lmﬂwwhmﬁmm“-ﬂmmm
another ex-Nor'wester, Donald McKensis l_ianukay;
m}m"pﬂdﬁ&mglmﬁd&ﬂyb
Chief Factor in 1844. masﬁi—mmm,h-ﬂ-ﬂ

Whlmdiﬂﬂhﬁgl.hmylmu&-qak
three of which survived into adulthood. Tragedy struck the family et Seule
M-Yd!mgﬁmﬁcih&'hﬁh*hﬁ

Mbhlﬂ.mmh-ﬁhﬂmm-ﬂh

.m_ﬂﬁfﬂhd—!ﬁgﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂﬁi-




returned 0 live on his property at Brockville, Canada Weet. He died there in
Whils this brief outline of Hargrave's life indicates that it followed the
,’hmlggih_ﬂghdmmn:hh

never took a country wife or formed a long-term relationship with any of the

Indian or mixed-blood women. As a young man he shared the joys of

mm-&&m—dh—a.mnﬁm

riendships. As an adult, his situstion at York Factory placed him in &

ﬁppﬁhﬁdd‘hﬁqﬂuﬂhwﬁf:—ﬂpﬂem




mother in 1832:
which I could have hoped to succeed better.—~My
Mlwahwwml
know are of valus to the , | am loved &
respected by all those who know me... $!
Education was very important 10 Hargrave. Coming as he did from Scotland
with its tradition of educational excellence and attributing his success in life
to his superior education, it is not surprising that he believed that a good
feelings of indebtedness 10 his parents for the education “1 had no reasca w0
expect from them."S2 Always a dutiful son, he sent his parents yearly gifts of
money oo that they could buy small luxuries for themeelves.$3
Politically a Whig,$¢ Hargrave was a firm believer in men's ability s
M..dnrh.l—nld'ehlwmdmw;ﬁ;ﬁ.l‘k
accepted the Victorian definitions of masculinity and femininit
them.55 He entored the fur trade with the ides of being able %0 save encugh

61 NAC MO19, A 31 (COU) Series 2 20. 7, James Hargrave 1o Jaas Malress, York
Fastery, 1 July 1082
63 NAC MOIS, A, 31 (CB0) Beries 3 a0. 4, James Hargrave o Rev'd. Win. Ratinng,
York Pastery, 30 August 1038,
85 NAC MO1S, A, 31 (C30) Seriss 3 s 11, James Hasgrave 0o Jase Melress, York
16 July 1008
64 NAC MO, A, 31 (C70) Serise 1 fo. 3183, Densid Rems o James Hasgeawe,
Houss, 15 Decsmber 1041. 7 o
65 By 1087, he was ahis to writs to bis pasents that he vo chinia & raiss with his
sent cagagement. Ho atwributed this direstly to the fast thes wes well known in the

T TR T e, s, i o




monqy 0 guarantee “a comforta wrsﬁm C
themeelves unhappily in the wilds when they really wished to retire to the

wﬂhﬁhm;h&ﬂnhmﬂ-ﬁ“h
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group, be was able t0 find friends “s0 whom I can open my mind in
confidence, —strengthen good resolutions by mutual encouragement, —and
tnhemlﬁu-ehcﬁ:rmmmﬁdmmkhﬁ’“
Donald McKensie a8 & young man, as an older man he in turn mentored
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no change in the affections of him who was once the poor
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CHAPTER 2
Male-Female Relationshipe Prior to 1821

As Gentlemen in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company, James
Hargrave and his correspondents were part of a group of men who held
positions of power in the fur trade and helped redefine the fur trade social
order in the Gret half of the ninetsenth century. Connected 10 each other
through a ﬁhgﬁlihﬁidpﬁﬁdmhmmd

w“jviiﬁwbihﬁdm:j
qﬂhﬂpﬂmhmﬁqﬂﬂh-;
vacuum. While thess men often cocupied isolated posts, they retained contact
ﬁﬁﬁ-&m:ﬂﬁmmmm
pﬂnﬂbh_“h-ﬂsﬂ’, sionships, they also
#ﬁh_hd!f,';[f;‘ﬂﬁmw-
their lives. Saippets of gossip, aliusions to family affeire, light-hearted
badinage, meval advice, and philesophic mpﬁ—llaﬁg
picture of thess men’s perceptions of wemen and melo-fomale relotionchi
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quarter of the nineteenth century. These ideas were disseminased through a
male network of letters and personal contacts and the men's interpretations
of thees beliefs were reflected in their behaviour, which in turn reflected both
the changing power base of fur trade society and their growing awareness of
class. Finally, these gender belisfs were elemental in creating a new social
order in fur trade society that redefined femininity and male-female
relationshipe along nineteenth-century British lines.

Femininity and masculinity are never fixed and should not be
examined in isolation from each other. Since gender operases withia
historical and cultural boundaries, gender roles are constantly open to re-
interpretation and modification.® Power relationships are woven into the
web of gender, just as geader helps 10 form the cloth out of which class is cut.

With this in mind, it is important 10 remember that femininity is always
defined within societal parameters. Since mea have traditionally been the
holders of power in wesstern civilisation, historical definitions of femininity
have largely boen created by mea and reflect their uaderstanding of the
changing requirements of their socistiss. Consequently, gender belishs
defining fominiaity hove boon medified whenever it has booa in the best
intarests of the greup in power. Whils this appears %0 place men in o

6 Ardes Brivnn, Mossnlindy and Fover, (Oubords Blackwell, 1909). p. 1. Seo alee
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conspirasorial role, it must not be presumed that it was an active conspiregy.
Changes such as these generally occur at & subconscious level over a period
of time and are imperceptibly translated into the fabric of gender which
forms the infrastructure of the society.

Nineteenth century attitudes towards women were not unique;$ they
bore the imprint of preceding centuries and were rooted in the structures of
western civilisation —Greek philosophy, Roman law, and Judeo-Christian
granted women in the Anglo-Saxoa period do not appear 10 have left any
significant impression on the position of women in sighteenth and
nineteenth-century Britain. While Alan Macfarlane’s work indicases that
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Greek philosophy, Romaa law, and Judeo-Christian theology are all
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forvour as well as insellectual, economic, political, and social reforme,” all of
and their position in seciety have cocupied meraliow and theslogians




debate on the ‘woman questicn’ —a debase in which they Baally resclved the
place in society.”® After extensive debate which was heavily influenced by
not negate the traditional belief in fomale plyysical inferiority due
Lot o oy o o b s ik b e
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which resulted in the development of ssparate and stricter moral codes for
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dominated middle-class perceptions of women and by the middle of the
remarkable and constant vigilance on the part of women and their

h*ﬂnhmbiqhwmm.ngmth
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immoral and disreputable. However, these beliefs did not prevent married or
mistresses. While this practice was certainly not approved by the Church, it
ﬂ.mmm&mﬁm&igﬂﬁmﬂm
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imortant economic contributions o the success of the trade. In a world
Hudson's Bay Company emplayees were at a numerical disadvantage and
had to accept the Indians as a powerful entity. Prior to 1821, frontier
Indian ways of life which were least foreign o them. Since survival and
economic success were of foremost importance in this period of expansion




sceptance of the institution of country marriage, which combine

Although very little attention has been addressed to & comparative
study of Indian and British gender beliefs, a brief examination of eighteenth-
have been facilitated by similarities in gender beliefs. In both societies women
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43
spite of these gentlemen’s interest in female chastity, it had not yet been
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make sexual respectability one of the prime signifiers of middle-clase
membership. Thus, the men who became chief factors in the eighteenth-
' ' pretations of female sexuality and male-

century, nor had class s
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forced to modify their views of female physical strength as well as their

fur trade. Country wives often played physically active and economically
wives, officers accepted not only a diffsrent concept of marriage, but also
Gentlemen in the sightesnth and carly ninetssnth conturies o accept the

%4 e, p. 1.



two medels 10 allow Indian women 10 be judged positively and be seen ae
appropriate marital choices for Gentlemen. The absence of class sentiments

and the importance of Iadians in the Company’s continued success resulted
in the modification of these Bridsh geader belisfs and the accepeance of
Indian based definitions of male-female relationshipe.



CHAPTER 3
CHASTITY AND CHANGE:

By 1823, when James Hargrave's corresponds
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the Company was begianiag to recover from the streine of intense

&hﬁ&-—-ﬁ:ﬂh&hhﬂ—-&-dhlﬁlbbhh

dass-canssions middie-clase belish aligned him with the en-Ner'Westers.%
% Juke 5. Gulbei, e Sl Srygwron, (Toreutes Mocmllen, 1979, 9. 6.

%% Byown, Mragpew p 118
% Sun., po 116135, Ss0 coe Oalbonith end Von Kish, May Toasler T,

L1



the Hudeon's Bay Company at or after the merger, reflected the changes
with the Company as & means % aa improved social and economic position
adapt their belisfs to it the Country, and mere chance of their modifying the
lﬂhi—h!n!-::lﬂﬁ—-ﬂhﬁ-iqghf respos
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Indian structures and towards Brisish belisfs and institutions. The most
sigaificant of thees facters included the increasing permancace of coussry
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created civil marriage contracts.\0
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hints about the abundance of sligible “Young Ladies” in his

Deserving of as handeome & Good Wik as Miss E. would make.—"1% As

had prosumed that the influx of white wives in the 1850s would bring & new
Brunctts (sic) in the qyes of many,"110 the lewers show that their pressace did
ot dim the “derke-qyed (aig) beauty™!} of the “black eyed sparkiers.”!!? The
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the period; consequently, in terms of beauty, mixed-blood women appear to
bave consistently found favour with the correspondents.

have placed physical attraction below other virtuss on a scale of social value.
any specific or owsstending treits. As & result, the lasting impression of these
state that I do act recellect ever 0 have met with 50 much perfaction wamined
ﬂqh-’“rdﬂqn:ﬁnﬁdmuﬂn&ﬁ




adence with Hargrave, it is important, as he makes it perfectly clear
thnm:plviﬂlhm@umuduyhhrmﬂimés
she is “much thought of as to looks but is anything except a paragon of
beauty.” Although McKensie credits ber with a long list of other virtues, he
upoa it that nothing can give greater comfort to & husband than the
satisfaction of having a wife who is nearly mute.”1!¢ Coming from an
individus whwumqﬂudmg\yﬁrhpdh-n—mnﬂ
good relations with his employees, but aleo for his congeniality ¢ bil
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Harding’s complaints about his half-breed Interpreter, Dunning. While he
greats Dunning a high compliment by referring to him as “a decent steady
man, 17 he fears that he is t00 much the Indian to be a reliable Interpreter.
Moreover, he fears that the man is running a privats trade and places all the
blame for Dunning’s shortcomings squarely on the shoulders of Dunning's
wife, “a thorough bred Indian woman with all their superstitions even after
0 many years residence with the whites.”!!® On top of thess already serious
charges, he relates a tale that reinforces one of the Gentlemen’s most common
fears about unconverted Indisn women who were the mothers of half-breed
dsughters. As even converted Indian women's dedication to the preservation
of chastity was considered suspect, it was presumed that uncoaversted Indian
mothers were not caly unchass themsslves, but that they corrupeed their
daugheers. As such, their unconverted stats made them possasial forces of
ovil from which innocent young females had 10 be proseceed. Harding's letser
indicases that be folt that this was cersainly the cess with ome of Duaning’s
daughters. He grumbles that Dunning geve one of his daughters ia
marriage 10 “a mere Chopowaysn (4ais) bay” the previous year and thas this
alliance had besa oot up by the machinesions of the girl's mother and
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women did not occupy Christian women's God-ordained role as men's

In order to guarantes that half-breed girls were brought up as

] special efforts 10 ensure that their
daughters received religious instruction as part of their
MMmhhMﬁmMEuﬁrﬁhmm
taught by the wives of t:s settlement’s ministers and sometimes were even
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dominased by domestic skills and frivolous accomplishments, religious
wtruction was never far from the surface, a fact that James Hargrave

pdg-dm'hghmhndh‘d. Cockran on his success with

female education: "l:ﬁﬂﬂyhﬂpgﬁhnfd‘hnrpﬂ:pﬂﬁr&dﬁply

hereafter.”122
Many mixed-blood girls subsequently made
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women like Ellen Barnstoa appear 1o have besa genuinely religious.!3 In
Simpeca did not himeslf appear 10 have beea an exceptionally pious man,
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when describing the new teacher, Mise g © James Hargrave: °1
found Miss Armstrong a pious, unaffected, well read lady, and a fearless
traveller....”12% Several years later, on the occasion of Hargrave's marriage,
J.D. Cameron rather clumsily complimented Hargrave on his choice of a
mﬁlw:ﬂuﬂhﬁjﬁtbt;;i” ional piety of Letitia Hargrave

Iwnruﬁ ﬁhmhth[ﬁ-hdm
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white —should be submissive and pay strict atsension to the dictases of their
male counterpares.

James Hargrave's loag-distance reladonship with his younger sister
Jane provides an encelleat example of the (ype of obedisnce that wes
expocted from womea. Whea Hargrave heard that Jane has & possibility of
marvying, he sent her £18 for her wedding, with “the single injunction of aot
drawing the mongy till you were certaia of wasting it for the purposs it was
sent.”' Unfortunssely for Jane, the marriage did not tahe place and she
decided o contribute nearly all of hor mangy inte the construction of her
parcans’ aow home. Whea Hargrove hoard sbout this expeadiours, he
locsured Jane severely. “You have sadly nismenaged the mengy | seat you,
and haviag praised you 0 for as 0 leave is in your hands...] must say | did
expost you would have attended to whet | said mere puncoually thea you
hove dane...instead you have disragarded the enly reguest I mads en the
subjest.”t5! Bven though Hargrave wes carrect in scelding Jeas for net
proseting her own interests and hesping the meny in eses of future offors,
this issue did ast ssem 09 be a0 signifisant 10 Hargrave as her dissbedienss.
Hasgrave later ashaowiedgee this ¢ his mether, stating thet he hed “sscided
hor (Jane) a Bk, for [ chink che doserves iz, having brohen the enly
injunstien I leid en her when [ seat her the mengy. 8

As marvied men, Hasgrave and his carrespendents exposted their wives
and daughtoss ® il suberdiness, supporiing reles. As Company wives,
sagasdises of ethalely, these wemen were cagposted 0o mahe the best of their
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situations and act as positive belpmests for their husbands. However, the
men were not unaware of the monotony and lonslinees experienced by their
womenfolk, eopecially whea they were isclased in remots pests. Whea
writing 10 James Hargrave 1o congratlate him on his marriage, Joha Lee
Lewes noted that his wife and daughter Emma were very loasly as they had
“n0 other society but themssives and our two linle ones %0 wile (wic) awey the
dulnees (sic) of Fort Simpeoa, such a monotony they do not iad altogether
agresshls, but that cannct be helped...."'% Lewes’ wike and deughter were not
alons. In 18432, Letisia Hargrave commented somewhat cnigmasically to her
mother that che was “as well pleased with York as at Sirut, but | caly am frem
sever thinking.”13 Although Letitia Hargrove was anything but & passive
woman, her understanding of her rels 20 & gosd wile and helpmens prevensed
hor from sharing these misgivings frem ber bushand —a fact which besemes
pﬁﬁ“vﬁ.“hﬂ'.&vd’&u?ﬁl&n“
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It i more Hholy that her undesssanding of the fomele gender rols made hor
assapt her cubesdinete sels snd mahe the best of her sioustion.
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While Lesisia Hargrave Bved with & bensvoloat diceator, it is ot clear
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sending her family & somewhat caustic description of an evening speat with
the Governor and his wile:
After another incident where Simpesn had indicated t0 Hargrave that he

been a study in subordination. Although Hargrave kaew better than w0 ever
comment on the Simpeon domestic situstion, 33 Letitia was not averse
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at his discontent as the worst that can be said of her is that she is not like
him. I would almost say t00 good for him...."140

appear 10 have affected the men’s approval of what they perceived 1o be

women. Consequeatly, Rev'd Wm. Cockran's preise of “Pegweis’s Old Lady”
good Matroa"! indicesse thet this native woman was readily able 0 meet

activigy, if not an uaderstanding of her motives: “My old Rib is sill at her

six hundrod pounds sugar—all for waste."'® While the skills of
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sisterhood at home. —"143
mmm-m.m#nhhﬁa wonte
which identified middle :"'m“l‘hehg.iqmd'hedi

by the mid-1850s fomale educesion at Red River followed the Brisish madel,
providiag the girls with & smattering of facw, & therough knowledge of
-ﬁ—;.kﬁ-—him%u-ﬁ-sd
an intred ,,jﬁh—ﬂi&d—h&*—t
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mpliment hnhpﬂiﬁwmﬁm%
are viewed as Gﬁi:ﬂhﬁh@"’-ﬂmm&qm’ﬁ-
sumber of white wives in the Country after 1830. However, it is imporeant %o
note that those mea who returned 10 Brisain 10 marry all chose women who B
the middie-class ideal of being “precty accomplished & well-educated.”!
The asscciation of female accomplishmen ﬂ;mw
netosnth-ccatury middie-ol ::Eﬁi-—lir
be i,bh“hhd'hpbwh
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This magnetic power of the pianist and the instrument 10 capture the
as Hargrawe and his colleagues frst atsompt 10 capture aspects of their home
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them both safe and moral. However, lower clase women who were uneducated
wemen, as it plagred & decisive rele in the establischment of the doubls
stendard and the develution of country marviage. 14!




pﬂrlﬂtﬁh&mﬁdﬂmﬁi Indian women's locser sexual
conveations associated more and more with the vice-riddea lower
nhnn-cm hﬁrﬁiﬁnhﬂnﬂpﬁﬁhmm

longer lived with her, he continued 10 support her and the childrea at Red
qﬁ.hdﬁy Hmu“hh 2en is evident in his
Cﬂdqhbih—hﬁi_hugghﬁ-hdb%
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clear when he assured his Bances Letitia that her mother need not worry
about her brother Wiliam becoming involved with Indian women, for “a
with the contemporary of his grandmother as with a pure squaw.”}#
women were considered sesmal beings. In o privase and confideasial letser %0
M5 JAG MOI, A, 51 (CM) Surkes 3 an. 15, Jasmeo Hargrove o Loshia MeTorich
195 10AC MO, A, 31 Serioe 1 wel. 31, Smne Masgrone to Cushbers Cumming, York
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serious row was with much dificulty prevented.”!¥” While the balance of
Mbmm&pﬂmmmmﬂnm
group. By flouting this recognised social convention, McGilli
actually going against both British and Indian gender beliefs. 169
increasingly difficult position in fur
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inherited tendency to Indian women’s
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the same terms as whits women; on the other hand, mixed-blood women who
could not or did not conform were condemned by the officers as sexual
beings, associased with the lower classes, and assigned negative female traits.
While ethnicity and class both played parts in determining the position of
underlying thread that determined the pattern in both cases.

Throughout the period, Hargrave aad his correspondents consistendy
portray some mixed-blood women as respectable ‘young ladies’ or wives,
while simultaneously describing others as sexually desirable and available
objects. Rather unsurprisingly considering the presumed asexuality of
WNMWMwmech
wives were described in terms of their excellent or amiable characters and not
in terme of their sexual appeal. For instance, the proliferation of
remembrances o country wives and familics which forms a refrain in the
Mb&u&wbh.&h{yfwhn&ém.
Hargrave's opea alfection for the couatry wives of Richard Grant, C. Graat,
and Thomas McMurrey is reflected in his of-paraphresed "Give a kiss as
my proxy to Madame,”'® o mark of his genuine appreciation of these
m’.mu&mdum.mmm
Barnsten takes & country wife in the late 1820s, Hargrave congrasulases his
frisnd and notes, “Our frisnd McMillan tlls me your choice is & most
judicious one;"® however, it is not until this young women's conduct has

.mmnunmma-«h-&.—nc.o‘vdm
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been tested by time that Hargrave slips “a pound or two of Sweeties” into one
of Barnston's orders for “the young lasis who I hear accompanies you.” He
notes that his gift is a simple recognition of her character: “I merely wish by
this to show my regard to a young female who under all the disadvantages of
sexual objects. Thus, after a bad flood devastated the Canadian settlement at
Red River in 1826, Hargrave complained bitterly that the natural disaster
had resulted in a sexual disaster for him, as “a willing wench is scarcely %o be
found for love or money.”!€3 Earlier that same year, a still single, but hardly
loose and yet firm Piece of Purniture,” but declined to provids further dewils
as “T insend it as my Dish st Our nesct Pic Nic Téwe b Tote."165 Searually
women that it was to become later. The bay word in Hargrave's previous

161 NAC MOIS, A, 31 (CO0) Seriss 3 o & James Hargrave to t0 Gosrge Barasten,
York Fostery, 38 Juss 1051
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6 Desember 1006
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men of the 1820s and 18350s viewed their employment with the Company as &
end ill-prepared 1o deal with all of the complex behavioural swructures seen
desmed necsssary in their wives. As such, these young officers decided ®
given in 10 their baser wrges and thus had desmed themssives to & fuvare
mnﬂmidib*ihhklﬁ
whea he bluatly adviced a fellow clerk ast to marvy his counery wife:
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Pumﬂoﬂmndﬂwhmdn“MHhh

placed oa female chasiity by the development of the cult of respectabilicy

nsar the middle of the century.

onwards. By 1833, fomale chastity had became the geal of all of those

puriey could be cbmined in ens gensrasion, as “much time snd long
ﬂmmunmmau;hh—-mﬂmh

mcumubhﬁgh-pnmﬂf

was & cdluk chaus swelve guare clder than 75 &4 ass mhe Hae
cad weat eu %o maryy bis countey wib In end cottle in Rod River.

M7 A quated in Brown, “Changlag Viewn,® p. 86




beware the charms of ‘hh@“hhjﬁq"ﬂ However, be aleo
chose otherwiss... "‘Wh&ihﬁ-_ﬁdsbusgﬂ&
prompted him, as & frisnd and clergyman, 0 write and warn Hargreve thet &
oslibagy oot by ¢
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off —"13 This stasement indicases that nineteenth-century British middle-
class gender beliefs with their insistence on female chastity as women's
principal virtue had become the norm ia fur trade society by the end of the
1830s.

The exaggesuind importance placed ca female chastity in Britain and in
the Country was the manifestation of a philosophy which encouraged mea %
view women as persoaal and absolues property and ulimasly valued women
oaly according 10 the ‘market value’ of their chastity. ‘Used goods’ were
valusless. This code was supported by the uaderlying belief that womea's
chastigy was not their owa 10 contrel; it wes the property of their fathers,
guardians, husbaads, or emplayers.!7¢ As the geader belish which
established this definitioa of femininity and the boundaries of acceptable
fomale action had graduslly narrowed the range of acceptable fomale
bohavisurs and fecuseed ca the issus of fomale sexuality, it had become
ascsssary for ladisn snd mined-bised wemen to conform 10 thess new secial
sanctiens or face estracism. However, ethaiclyy wes not the caly issue whea
considering female chestity; class wes equelly significant. All werking-clase
womea were alse considered inhervatly ssnual aad contemporaries believed
that thay could ealy be virtusus if their activisies were stricely regulased by
euternal forces. Although the calibre of fomale servants’ werk was net
ascessarlly dependent en their chastiyy, their value o0 their emplayers as
prepery wes assribed accerdiagly. Since it was commenly presumed thas
werking-class wemen did ast have the nscessary streagth of will w0 resiet
cosmal tempention themsslves, it is net surprising to find Geerge Simpesa

3 e
1N Thomas, pp 315316




who were travelling on the same boat 10 the Country in 1840. Simpeon nowd
that Hargrave's vigilance was necessary because “it is desirable that the
women servants should not arrive in the Country with the slightest blemish
on their reputation;” consequeatly, he advised Hargreve o “put on one of
your Sercest looks if you eee any of the people disposed 10 pay them marked
attentions; which is not at all unusual on s long vayage.”'’® Hargrave's
officacity as & warden can be assumed, for no reporss of scandal follow the
arrival of the boat.

ARer 1840, reforences 0 women and male-female relationships in the
10 be less provalent.1’s Whils this may be a factor of the increasing age and

178 NAC MOILS, A, 31 (C74) Soriss | fos. 104344, Conrgs Simposa to James Horgrave,
Leaden, 8 Juse 1040
esourved at the baginaiag of the 1800s. This desisisn was tabea for owe reasens. Bstendia




appear 1o have been capable of making the transition successfully.!”” In the
more remote reaches of the fur trade, the older customs remained in vogue
longer; however, improved transportation and communication gystems
sncouraged the development of homogeneous social structures.

While the increased rigidification of gender beliefs during the period
presumably condemaed to perdition any women who did not follow societal
norms, the story of Mary Taylor indicases that even thess societal mythe
ocould be superseded through face-so-face relationships in the fur trade’s
relatively small community. As the mixed-blood daughter of a Hudeoa's
Bay Company Genteman, Mary Taylor quickly won the approval of James
Hargrove in the 1820s. Possessing not caly physical appeal but a cheerful
disposition and winaiag weys, Mary wes considered aa ideal poteasial
country wife.!”® Although Hargrave's resolve 10 stay clear of country

18305 she had bosome the wife of Hudssn's Bey Company Gentlomen Joha
V7 Abhough Vaa Kisk detalls the problems in assimission suflfored by o sumber of minmed-




scandal erupted in 1834 after Mary was seduced by a French-Canadian
Clerk named Annance.!® Inswad of simply putting Mary away or privassly
acoepting matters and making amends, Swuart and Annance entered into &
vicleat public confrontation that fulfilled fur trade society’s penchant for
Council, Hargrave became involved in reading the Bills, much o his
disgust:

eventually resume their relaticncship. While ainstecnth-contury Bridsh
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York Facstery, 8 Anguss 1654 S
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among my old neighbors the Northumbrians. —

Mary Taylor's story is an excellent reminder of the fact that all social codes,
iﬂdﬂ“.‘&f are subject to the mitigating influence of face-to-face

of male-female fur trade
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gradually eroded and as Indian-White relatons deteriorated, British gender
beliefs were increasingly implemented to judge all women and British social
institutions began to become more important. As a result, by the middle of
the century the institution of country marriage had largely disappeared,
Indian women were no longer considered appropriate mates for Company
Gentlemen, and successful mixed-blood women had learned %0 conform to the
new definition of femininity based on middle-class British gender beliefs.
Once the Company’s economic success and the traders’ personal survival had
had improved, the Gentlemen began o rebuild fur trade society in the image
of its parent society, ninetesnth-century Britain. In doing s0, they applied
the contemporary interpretation of gender to fur trade society in an effort w0
reduce its ‘barbarous’ qualities and hasten its ‘civilisation.’

The adoption of increasingly stringent female gender roles was also
closely associated with the development of class seatiment among the
class in Brisain and aspired to class membership in spit. f their separation
from the home society. Consequently, the adherence of their womenfolk to the
attitudes, customs, and behaviours which ideatified middie-clase British
women became of primary importance in determining the family’s social
status. Thus, wemen —Indian, mined blood, or white —who were not abls
meot these requirements were equated with the lower classes sad often
denigrated. Indian wemen who opersted eut of & qystem of Indian goader
belisks suffored the mest ¢ the implementation of this sew gyotem. The
Correspendence indicates that it was Indien wemen's perception of gender,
ﬂ““‘“.dm“ﬂ“



appealing but unchasts mixed-blood woman Mary Taylor indicates that
even the moet stringent requirements of this belief qystem could be set aside
given the appropriate intervening personal variables.



CHAPTER 4
REDEFINING MASCULINITY:
Unequal Power Relationshipe

In opite of everything that has been said about the importance of
women’s economic and personal contributions to the fur trade and fur trade
society, it is impossible ®o deny the fact that the fur trade was esseatially a
male world. In the first half of the nineteenth century, the Hudson's Bay
Company came to dominate this world. The commercial mandates of the
Company and its hisrarchical organisational framework creased a powerful
MWMwwb’Md
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Hudson’s Bay Company had adopted the increasingly rigid middle-class
Bﬁﬁh&&:ﬁﬂd‘ﬁlﬂnﬂd@ m&;ﬁty steadiness,
., control, and sericusness of character were
fur trade socisty. Since neither Indian nor mined-blood!® men’s definiti
of masculinity conformed w0 this British model, the application of thess
ader-based beliefs, at & time whea power ia fur trade society was shifting
bhmimmm-lnmm
in creating the stereotypes of Indian and mixed-blood men which still exiet
o desiss o climinate an cloment of repetisien. In the late cightoenth and carly
instesath conturise, lower-alase white men appear 0 hove defined
ﬂhlﬂiﬂiﬂm Nesimiler from thet of Indisn and half-
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fAawed and ascribed negative female traits. The Gentlemen brought this
Mdmwnﬁdvﬁ&h-nh&rm.d
undthumpadcr-bmdwchndoumbiudptbirwhiﬁum
as well as the Indian and half-breed men with whom they came in coatact. By
&w&&wm.hmmm
Mow-uhn&rmnd.mhbmmhrm.l’a
instance, in an attempt 1o explain why some Hudson’s Bay Company
servants went native, 8 writer for the Ediabungh Review noted that
fundamental character faws drew thess white men to the natives:

maks fow direct reforences 1o whits servante. Whils Orkacymea are
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masculine traits and activities, and assigns fewer desirable character traits to
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pd_-nhwuihmﬁnm By the middle of the
inewsenth century, thess behaviours were no louger considered publicly
mﬂ&hm‘ﬂcp&hﬂnﬁn—uﬂpﬂhﬂh&
y vicious’ masees.!?* The evangelical revivals at the beginning and
@ghmwmwm&h&m
acoount.!® As religion took on a more prominent place in British society,
and geatlema fﬁibﬁinihﬁ-phﬁm
hﬂguhmm&nbmm
the impormnce of good family kife and advised men 0 view marriage as &




As a result of these factors, the middle-class definition of masculinit)
ﬂhmﬁg&nhﬁmdhnﬁuﬁn&ﬂm,,,
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This new definition of masculinity gained immediate popularity, as it
was equated with progress and a higher level of civilisation. As middle-clase
men strove for upward mobility, the violence and vulgarity of earkier
ceaturies came 10 be associated with barbarism; consequently, they believed
that the male character traits enshrined in their new model of masculinity
were representative of thoss found in all ‘superior’ civilisations.
Consequently, both the lower-class British and colonial groupe that did not
display these desirable character traits were assumed to be less than civilised
and in need of guidance from middle-class British men. While this view of
masculinity carried with it a certain self-satisfied smugness, it was quickly
adopted by British men. As early as 1817, an suthor in Blaskweeds
Boinburgh Magasine eulogised Fraacis Horner, Eeq. as a man who hed
enemplified the middle-clase ideal in his character and lifs. As a public man,

Horner had manifested all the desirable public virtues:
s combination almest without paraliel, —of every virtue,

and every soquirement, which aand adora the
MJ.*W-
—a sound and

mum

ponctrating ~original and calightened
viswe, —a csrvect and clagant taste, —an yot
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aad, above all, 2 most unimpeacheble hoacur.1%

As & privass men, this peragon of menliness had also exsmplified all of the
superior private virtues
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Lower-class men were also affected negatively by the adoption of the new
model of masculinity, for it employed gender-based character traits %o

}
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their lives.5%®
the middle and upper classes in the late eighteenth and early nineweenth
30 Dwyer, “The
Virtusay Bicssurce,
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emphasise and raticnalise the divergence of the classes. Groups that were
MM.Mmuhnﬁmhhwd
conturiss, thess mea were presumed o be nsturally intemperate, immoderate,
and unrelisble, as well as morally freil and continuously lueeful. 3! Evea

MMMMMW‘D&W&
necsssary male traiss for success. Consequently, lower-class men were

moral education and delayed entrance into manhood were advocated as the




instance, decility, pisty, obedience, subservience, and tacisurnity.

trade society. While thees beliefs affected their relationshipe with all mes in
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puychological level, male-male relationships are always extremely intricate
In the cightoonth csatury, there were still cncugh similaritios betwees

'y man was ‘a man’s men’ —one who kved

308 Por the puspese of this chagter, the terms Jodias and baffires) must be uaderstond o
wade dosuments wand ks this thesls, and cspesially in the Hargrove Corvespendence.




hard, played hard, and combined elegance with daring. Indian men often
had no problem fulBilling these requirements. Their physical appearance, as
wall as their ability 10 combine fortitude with cheerfulness in the face of
hardship, allowed them to B¢ into this model and ofwen woa them the
wawmmm,mu&-muh&um
*much the Nature of a sett (#is) of people Call'd Gppeays (#ic) ™ and
nnﬁodpﬁwb&u'hmmhhmmnllndﬁhm&‘h
& Clean Lim'd Large bon'd and full breas’ted (sis), their (sis) is Very few
Crooked or Deform'd perscns amongst them....”3 Another eighteesnth-
mmﬂdm’ow&-mmw&w.wt&
Md&hhmmmﬂmmd
Indians. While Hearne's evalustion of Indians was sumetimes scathing, hie
m-ﬂ&owmh&h“bMMQp
without foed for extended periods of time and still remain mervy 5%

Britich and Indian definitions of masculinity shared thess positive male
mubmmwwu—muu
lacking other impertant astributes of mesculinity. Whils aggressivences,
beldnees, and courage formed an important trinity of masculine virtwss,
Mﬂw*w&dhhwdh
Mwmbmubw-&bn
wadersmnd the culturel differences that elicited uafamiliar Indian
W‘“p&-bcnﬂ.u‘mm&l
Wam&cwhmw“hﬁ-u
M“vﬁub“'ﬁm“ﬂhhb
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Natives, —if they grow obet/bilious (4is), a Listle correction; then sweet
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clearly fulfilled the requirements of Hearne's personal definition of
masculinity. Not caly had Matonabbee been well-built and good-locking,
but according 0 Hearne, he had also been vivacious, sincers, noble, grave,
naturally modest, and sober.3!3 His worst fault had been jealousy; however,
thetanding his aversion from religion, 1 have met

Christians who possessed more good moral
quﬁhsl'-ﬁhdﬁu

for have been
e il b b ey s

sus adherence 10 truth and honesty would have
done henour t» the enlightened and devout Christian,
while his beaevolence and universal humanity w0 all the
human rece, according to his abilides and manners of

ﬁﬁﬂﬁhmﬁiﬂbhiﬁtm
POrscRage ROW on |

m“ﬂﬁﬂb&hhlﬁhdunﬁhdhﬁﬁl
gghghhﬁyﬁhlﬂ-ﬁ—i-dﬂﬁ-dh
815 pudecn's Bay reserds indieats that many of the cightssath-sentury effisars were

h—;’ﬁﬁﬂhﬁ-hﬁhh-ﬂ-—ﬁ-?ﬁd{—b
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perceptible stase of diminution.31”

These doom-laden prophesies proved incorrect. Indian society did not
Gentlemen's evaluation of Indian men change for the better as the British
dealt. In order for any man 0 win Simpeon’s approval, he had 10 be ‘manly’.

In Simpeon’s world, manliness was a uniquely British trait. It encompassed
many characteristics, but as the most important descriptor in his lexicon, it

m
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OF all the tribes that Simpson encountered during his early days in the
Counﬁy.oabthﬂuwrhdhmemdaobmduhhd.&ﬁud
masculinity:

‘lh&mrlndhummdyofcbddlhnly

character, membﬂm
uouohh treachery, which characterises the

mdwd&hm
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their eighteenth-century counterparts, others like Hargrave existed in &
ninetsenth-century commercial world where Indian men were stock
nineteenth-century officers had less opportunities to be involved in the types
down these barriers.

1827, he had already accepted the contemporary stereotypes about Indians.
In & letter to his comments 1o his friend William Lockie, be deecribed them
of dme had become less viclent and had astained “a certain degree of
civilisation”; however, tribes which were sl in their ‘natural’ state were
“treacherous, warkke, & hostile.”232 Ia arder to0 prove that he wes not alone in
his negasive beliefs, he queted part of o letter he had received from & friend
stationed in the Columbia:

hiem visit the Columbia, —there he will flad & Being 00

$58 NAC MO, A, 31 (OB Suries 3 0. 3, James Hesgrave to Win. Lockia, York

Fastexy, $ Aunguns 100F. 7
Waa 1 was unshis %o tvnes the erigin of this letter, the stgle and vessbulary
cunggest that b may have besa welttes by Gossge Barnsten.




than animals, it is hardly surpe
h;wﬂwhmﬂd@w&m&q&&ﬁmﬂmﬂun

' British requirements of respectability, conformity, industry,

ﬂmﬂnﬁ.é—ﬂmm&n&-mmﬂlﬂnmwh

ﬂdﬁﬂ:dﬁﬂt&ﬁhdmﬁg@m&mﬂbﬂn

hﬁhﬂwm-&h&lﬂﬁ a reacted 1o acts of Indian

G“Hﬂ'nﬂh-hb ’ iﬁtsjﬁqiﬁhﬁgﬂnhﬁdﬁi

mmm&ﬂﬁﬁlbnlﬂnhhﬁﬁiﬁ.
F#ﬂmmgﬂhﬁ-ldﬂ.“ﬁ--
Jamses Masgreve, Norway House, 30 Agell 10468 o

208 MAC MOIS, A, 21 (OB8) Suries 3 no. & James Hasgrove 0o Thomas Mablurvep
Yook Fustery. 1f Angun 1008
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the Country. Writing from New Caledonia, William Connolly expressed
people have had a wonderful effect & I hope will keep the Natives quiet for
ﬁ-jb-nr -bgh—iihlmb-ﬁﬂmh
hlishsent of & comprehonsive qyotem of Christion education for Indian

23 NAC MO1S, A, 31 (C75) Beriss 1 fo. 310, William Connelly t James Horgrove,
Now Culedenia, 19 Pobruary 1050,

357 NAC MO, A, 31 (CB8) Series 3 ne. &, James Hargrawe to K. Sumish, York Pastery,
6 Dossmber 1000.
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children in the hope that it would ‘slevase’ all Indians over time 339
Throughout this period the Correspondence reflects the declining status of
Indians in fur trade society, as references to them become first paternalistic
and then discriminasory. As late as 1831, Indians were still described in
relatively neutral terms, as “the simple natives;"2® by 1834, they had become
objects of qympathy and were characterised as “the poor
creatures. . .completely at our mercy;"33! and in 1836, they had alid sdill
further in the Gentlemen's estimation %0 become “thess poor unfortunates.”s3
By the 1840s, prejudice was beginning to develop and the Indians were curty
referved 10 as “the wretched natives." 25
From 1830 cawerds, the Gentlemen appear 10 have structured their

interactions with Indian men after familiar master-servant relationshipe.
During this period Indisa men often acted as courlers of information aad
goods between the poss, and the oficers appear 10 have believed that thay
could meke good servants if carefully monitored. Givea the small sise of fur
wade sodiety, Hargreve and the other afficers must surely have known the
majority of thess Indisa men by name, yet their lowly social status wee
reflocted in their sncnymity. Whils much of the mail that the officers sent
and received appears 10 have beea carried by Indisn men, most of the
P e T B0 A 3 (00 St o 13 James Herper
Rev’d. D. Gerdon, Busiwidge, 38 Septamber 1087.

250 NAC MOIS, A, 31 Series 1 vel. 31, James Hargrave o Pransis Herea, York
Pastery, 3 July 1051

251 AC MO1S, A, 31 (CO8) Series 3 ne. 10, James Hasgrave to Rebert Wikseu, York
Postery, 10 Desember 1084

308 AC MO1S, A, 31 (C74) Seriss 1 fo. 1176, Donald Ress to James Hargrawe,
Norway House, 33 Pebruary 1006

285 MAC MOIS, A, 31 Seriss 1 vel. 13, Denald Ress to James Hargrave, Nerway
House, 30 Ape 1045
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references 0 these men introduce them simply as “your indians,?¥ or
fact that reflects the growing inequality of British and Indian power
Ellﬂ.hdﬁlﬁaﬂﬂl Jefinition of masculi

l&nmhﬁiﬂnﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬁrh&ﬁhﬁmhhﬂﬂ

the century and the British gained power in fur trade society, the British
_"j’déthiiépﬂni-d‘hhlbrmd’h

middie of the century to facilitate this process.

- ,Mhhﬂi‘p—rcﬂﬂﬁiihﬁ

mhm*imbﬁm—blﬂl

asteots 10 their increasing importance. While there is 0 doubs thet

54 MAC MOIS, A 31 Beries | vel. 31, Jases Mosgrows to P. Cunsiaghem, York

355 Glasshoosk, od, 20, 10, 1 “Densid Ress to James Horgrave, Nerway House, 15
April 10607 p. DL
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majority of eighteenth-century mixed-blood men would probably have seen
themeeives as Indian and would Lave besn characterived in that way by
Noodmwbmuphpmmﬂhwhdﬁdwﬂnplmmi
values that combined Indian and white beliefs.3% As time paseed and
sufficient aumbers of thess men gathered together, thay evolved a way of life
ancestors.
174&J“u-mtkdﬁuﬁqm'niiimgmm‘d
mhh&-hdmwhﬁrhhﬁ-ﬁmﬁ;@w
Factor Aandrew Graham voiced similar sentiments:

blue eyes. These cotoem themsslves sup to the others,
and are alwaye locked upen at the Factories as
descendants of cur countrymes.

Mh&ﬂ.hmﬂaﬁﬁ-ﬂdn_hjﬂkﬂhh
uw—uu“-u—h—_&h-mh—
.*Hcm““bwﬂlﬂl.hﬁﬂi—:ﬂh

S35 Pagtar, “Ovigine.’ in Thomse, Baspw, pp- 786 o
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continuance of country marriages for the sheer purpose of increasing the
sumber of mixed-blood men who would be attached 1o the Company by ties
of blood. Simpeon felt that thees kin relationships could then be
manipulased in order 10 ensure that the Company had a set of hunters who
could not be readily bought.3® However, mixed-blood men were not as eagy
%o manipulass as Simpeca presumed, and by 1824 he was complaining that
their independence and pride, combined with their indolence and
unsteadiness, left them unfitsed for any work other than voyaging 34
Simpeon’s assumption that mixed-blood men were intrinsically flawed
reflocted the contemporary evaluation of mixed-blood masculinity. Just as
mined-blood women were considered mineed because of the faws that they
had presumably inherited from their astive mothers, mixed-blood mea were
often assumed 10 have inherited the worst traite of both ethaic groups. By
their very existence, thess men incorporated and yet denied their origine;
moreover, they stood ia the middie of two stroag and diverging definitions
of masculinity. As such, some mined-blood mea adopeed Indian definitions
of masculiaity and lived out their lives as Indians. For instance, as late s
1860 James Andersen informed Governer Simpoca that “the Chipewyans,
headed by & half breed (4it) named Plshé twok up arms this summer against
the men compesing the R.R. Trenspert Brigads....”>! Whils Piché was
identified as & mimed bloed, it is ocbvieus thet he was acting as an Indien and
was ssespted as ene by the Chipowyens. Other mined-bloed men adopted
Ja&m-mu—wumszuum»
‘;:‘c-duu'muea-w.m'hmnu»

ﬂmm&xna—-u—-umma—-u—
Pagere, Past. Chipowyua, 39 Outsber 1000
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British beliefs and moved into British or Canadian society. One of the best
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corresponded with Grant and believed that he knew “none who possessed
more personal bravery & determined resolution in time of danger,"?% but he
folt that the eseential unessadiness of Grant's character would preciude the
formation of a long-term friendship: “Friendship or real regard for any one
bayond the momeant I do not think is in his nature or in that of many of his
Countrymen....”?¥ By the mid-1830s, Hargrave’s correspondence with Grant
appears to have ceased and his letters w0 his colleagues indicate that as he
had risen 0 a position of responsibility in the Company, he had aleo
adopted contemporary beliefs about mined-blood men. Thus, as he
increasingly judged the men he worked with according 10 their sweadiness,
carefulness, and trustworthiness, his opinion of mixed-blood men bad
gredually fallsn. Alhsugh Hargrave sever viewed mixed-bloed mea in the
seme anomymous light as Indians, his letters leave no doubt thet he believed
that their abilicies were Emited by their character faws and that the majority
of them weuld aever be able 1o rise above the pasition of servants who needed
centinuous supervisien. Consequently, whea Donald Ross informed him of
the problems thet the privass freighters had experionced in 1836, be
qymgmthised, but commented that they had breught most of their troubles ca
themsslves by emplaylng mined-bleod mea and nct supervising them
their boats an active & pushing superintendent (ie); for when holf breods gt
ameng women & out of reach of Masters, reflsction is the lest of their
aributes. S

945 }AC MO, A, 31 (CFD) Seriss | b 80, J. Siveright ® James Hasgrowe,
KW'M!‘

91 3AC MOIS, A, 31 (COI) Series 3 2o, 18 James Hargrave to Danald Rom, York
Pasteny 1 Mareh 3058




The unseeadiness of mixed-blood men was closely linked to their
legendary improvidence and indolence. As thrift and self-control became
incressingly important qualities for Gentlemen in fur trade society, the
mixed-bloods’ tendency to follow the Indian philosophy of living for the day
was met with growing contempt. As early as 1833, Thomas Simpeon
MM&JMW“&&MWM
mwhhwdmm&n'&hbhumdm
hwwdh,ﬂ“hm&n&nkmn%n
rouse them into energy.?® Although Thomas Simpeon's sarcastic remarks
about the mined-blood community st Red River often reflected his persomal
Wu&mhlﬂp&u“bmmm

Evea whea mizmed-bised men bogan o pley & significant role in the fur trade
ia the 1940s, Gentlomen such as Donald Ross wers unable to interprot their
thwm-nmimuw
saste for indelence and feeding their vanigy: “shat is just what suits theee
%hdhhhhmdﬂﬂnm&h“h

30 NAC MOIS, A 31 (C7D) Series 1 fo. 695, Themas Simpesn o James Hargrave, M.
o-aun-—\-m

M”&Lﬂmwlhﬂhm.&-wth
Garvy, & Nhvasey 1008
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nsequence...and more especially cutting a shine among the /adian ledias."36)
wculinity, it was mixed-blood men’s independence and their tendency
towards viclent behaviour that made the Gentlemen see them as a threat to
dndﬂﬁhpﬁhh&vﬁidﬂm In true
uhﬁhlbhﬂpqhﬂi-ﬁqhdbw-ﬂh
mined-bloods through force of character, concerns arces as 10 whether or not
“ﬂ“ﬂﬂfﬁﬂﬂmﬁh
t-ﬁ-i-h—ilﬂ
mmmgnhidnhﬂl—-h—mh

House, 30 Agefl 1065
808 NAC MO, A, 31 (OB Buries 2 ne. 8, James Hargrave 10 J.G. MoTuvish, York

Fastary, 38 Septamber 1655,
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“the English half Broeds’ (4iz) were in arms to take by force Mise Sophia
nnell out of the Compy. establishment at the Forks' (vic) so that one of
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assigned a category of their own, as a “semibarbarous people.”2$® Male
&iﬁhmv khiﬂdhmrﬁgﬂmﬁﬁa—
m“uhnnﬂdnhgﬂﬂdﬂhﬂum

cut to the bargain —"2
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House, 15 March 1008
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Consequently, when he wrom to Simpecn o plead McMurray's case, be

w&-qﬂhgﬂwm ethnicity:

otbﬁbnhhlli.utml H-elnnl.whnhu
nﬂiﬂlhnhmafmﬁdnﬁ g durstion to entitle
him to promotion, may meet with the attention they
dessrve. H-h;hlfshudltumbuhndnnmy
interested servant for the Company.36?

While Rase’s advocacy did not have a immediate effect on McMurray's
future, McMurray was eventually promoted to Chief Trader in 1855 and
As fur trade society entered its consolidation period after 1821, the

wwﬁai&-ﬂnaﬁﬁp&h&&ﬁﬁh
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hariage and their stronger position in fur trade power relationshipe enev
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personal level. Morsover, mixed-blood men who adhered to the British
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CHAPTER 6
FRIENDSHIP AND MENTORING:
Equal Power Relationshipe in the Fur Trade

Out of the middle of | canadiane, bands of Scosch
Ilinwiﬁthi?pb&q rival a puddle of frogs in

-n:lﬁﬁ ong the sl distracting
h mﬁkﬂ?ﬂﬁqvﬁmﬂ

winter of 1826 opened a letser 10 his fiiend and mensor, Donald McKsasie.
A;lﬂm“-nhlm‘vﬁﬁpﬁnhdﬁddnﬂ
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entered the Service as & clerk, he was & member of the Compeny’s upper
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Athmnh-emdqméﬁuné-mkqh&
based. In order %o do this, it is important o study the way that the
nineteenth-century diﬁnﬂﬁncfmmljdv.uhudg middle-clase
gender beliefs, was used %0 establish equal powsr relationshipe be
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characeer and abilivy. As the Brideh middle class grew in importance and
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officers judged Indian and mixed-blood men to lack the requisite character
weits, they expected their peers and superiors to meet these requirements.
Thees ninetsenth-century middle-class men placed a high value oo male
*hﬂqdmkgwpnhhu:&;
&ﬂp&dm“m_mﬁn
the moral guardians of ssciety in ninessenth-contury Britain, 3! the lack of
38 Didelt . 14
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atsention 0 Hargrave and attribused bis interest %o Hargrave's “sturdy good
1851, ‘Geordy,’ as he was referved 0 by the young oficers, had decided that
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Hargrave and his conemporaries judged their superior officers
according 0 their middle-class interpretation of masculinity. Thoee officers
who proved themeelves 10 be respectable, hard-working, competent, honest,
end genial were highly praised; moreover, they were often viswed as

conduct and were assumed 90 have broken an unspoken trust that existed

Hmwhmd&&'”&’mm-hﬂﬂb
mdm"ﬂd-mmﬁﬂ
W'.&M&Tﬁhuﬁmdéﬂm
however, whon McTavish shandoned hi - country wife and family o marry &
Scostish weman i 1630, his ‘ungeatles 1y’ act aroused the wrath of meny
officers. While what McTovish had deae contrediceed Hargrave's owa
boliss, he remained loyel and defsaded McTavish's character, if mot his
astions:
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definition of masculinity, 20 but they also shared a similar approach o their
work; thus, they quickly established a close personal and working
M.&lm.ﬂngnwwwmucww
thnnhinmpuioroﬁom'OnrbamFmMnChﬁn&hmofﬂn
worthiest souls alive, and treats me rather as a son than an inferior. —"3!
Whea Christie was traneferred t0 Red River in 1833, Hargrave reiterated
mwuqummuwuxmw
with him much like a Son with a father{.) His good sense equal temper &
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Christie made a good Governor, but attributed his success to the confidence
that he fostered in the people with his honesty, high principles, and ability
to take decisive action.84

An examination of the Correspondence shows that this younger
generation of officers expected the same correct behaviour from their peers
that they demanded from their superiors. The younger men’s letters rescund
middle-class definiticn of masculinity. A Gentleman who was deemed w0
common expressions of praiss reflected the value that the officers placed on
or a young man who worked under them, as “a fine gentlemanly young
fellow,”3% °y fine modest and innlligent young fellow, 26 or “a clever,
svsady and morel man."%’ High preise was awarded 0 the men whoee work
habits made him “a perfect pisce of Clockwork, "2 or “steady o the Desk as
the acedls is 10 the pals.”2® This was especially trus of clerks, for the
contemporery understandiag of the moral weaknessss of youth made
conscisntious officers such as Hargreve take pains 10 imbue proper beliehs

304 NAC MO1S, A, 31 (C73) Series 1 fo. 684 J. MaMillan to James Hosgrave, Parks
n.a.u-.m
NAC MO19, A, 31 (O38) Seriss $ 20. & James Hargrove to D. Plalegesa, York
Pastery, 36 November 1000,
:mm&uumndnmh.nmn&_ﬁﬁ
307 MAC MO8, A 21 (CT3) Seriss 1 fo. 1002, Denald Ress to James MHargrave,
ll-:hll““
NAC MO, A 31 (OB) Suries 3 ne. 10, James » Slmpesa, York
. Sest Hasgrave to Cosrge
350 NMAC MO, A 31 (O3 Buries 3 20, & James Hargrave t0 J. Mallillan, York

Fastery, 15 Suptember 1000




Hmu'nhﬁhjhﬂnﬁmnvb:ﬁhdmihdﬁdﬂ
sharacteristics. George Barnston, Cuthbert Cumming, Joha Siveright, and

ia NAC MO1S, A, 31 (CB) Series 2 ne. 10, James Hargrove
1856 NAC MO19, A, 31 (C77) Series 1 fo. 183 0;
1
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himeelf upiﬂﬂdﬂ as “an idle & worthless runagate,”®! “ a wretched

valued most highly: “credit me he is cne of the very few in this country

nhﬁﬁ“knyﬂumiwﬁlﬂ

pﬁheg E’-ld.lhnhhmﬁ-ﬁ
ﬁ-l; h—l&-l* gd

m&m&;gr-n‘-ﬂ-iﬂﬁndlm

‘lmmll&ﬂm&hlﬁ.ﬂhh-h—m
P Alummader, 36 Apell 1006,

!Ll.-* l?hiqﬂ
ﬁmmngnmmx&nmhﬁ_-g-h
m&au—,m

Posery S July 108
296 MAC OIS, A, 31 (CF) Series | o, 497, J.0. MaTuwich vo Jumes Hosgrove,

Mosse Fastary, 35 Josuasy 1055
ﬂmmgnﬁmzmgh_-n—mrﬁ

MI _kﬁ“m% h%“ ‘s ull,
rpd d man a h“ﬁ
?*hd,,i,f of Vindes Bay.” Ballsagpue, p. 75

mm&ﬂﬁhﬁlnl_mnllﬂfﬁ
Fostery, 55 July M50
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and evinoe ‘corvect’ behaviours may have caused them 10 excuse or resionaliss
atlomenly fashisn whea he canducted a serdid and drawn-out public
“ﬂ“ﬂ““h"‘ﬁ!ﬁ he was quickly

ﬂmm&nmldn_&;—-e_mﬁgm
.ammﬂhﬂm&ﬂn!nl&_hﬁhﬁm
Lenden, M March 1000

390 MAC MO A 31 (CFD) Suries | b, 1078, Rev'd. Win. Cosluns % James
Hasgrove, Red River Settlemont, § August 1086,
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Gentlemen who worked under them:

&hwmm&nﬂwﬁwﬁh
is conected (wi¢)... . Geatlemen under Him are men
l-fniﬁ- (‘)'mbu and

#d&mwﬁdumhnﬁmhmﬂv
qd-ubh.-'b-a&wgsglpiﬁbhb
1&5.5--0—-&-.&-;—-—-!*::1—'-
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mn?ﬁ?mhdhﬂbpwwﬁadhjﬁﬁﬁnﬁhﬁlwhm
interests were as wide-ranging as his own:
lgﬁ“bhﬂh ’*n:hn;ﬁﬁiundh-n
wbb-mdlh;llﬁh
ﬂémh&dpﬂﬁ&hm .....

wﬁbhﬂ-nﬁ:ﬂ-nunlm&mthunﬁnﬂd
ndiﬁhnnﬁdnﬂﬂdbhnuﬁrh.hmﬂm

spirits & consequently the revival of health.308
Simpeon and Hargrave shared similar
country marriage, :ﬂﬁqnﬂdeﬁnﬁiﬁuﬁl&nﬂﬁdmi
circumatances ch ”;q-ﬂ-mlm Hi-d-ﬁﬁ&dhr-d-
character. While it was unclear whether Simpson had shot his two men in
m“ﬁﬂhﬂbn&hﬁhugﬁmh
“d'&p-:hwi:;; rouicide did not.
ﬁ&hﬁiﬁ—ﬁ-phdh;m*whhdh
_meLﬂmhhiﬂh‘J_m-Ehfﬁ
Pastery:, 1 Dessmber 10800,
1 o o e e
-_Eiﬂ- . ﬂ-_
- ﬁﬁ-ﬁdhh -—r—ﬁ-
——“ﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂhﬂih“h*ﬁb“h
Gasry, 18 Dessmber 1060

views on many issues, includi




140
e-pﬁuhsﬁtd'hﬂniv Gndﬂiimhuﬂn.nnﬁdﬂnl@m
were able 10 keep their original assesements intact:

That the poor ili-unhmhninnu is | think,

dﬁtﬁiiiﬁinhwm&ll n like him, who was on

wﬂhhimmm;ﬂbn
deed —a deed, be must have been aware, if it did

not Cost him his kfs, would have attached a stain 0 his
name, worse ever (sie) than death. %6

While Gentlemen were oocasionally ostracieed for going beyond the
he ‘:iiﬂﬁpﬁ&nhhmsﬁnnhifpf;’

mind, an cocasic ,;,,,’Bﬁ.—.nd-mﬂmmihhﬁ
language. Moreover, judging from the mass of the Corres
mﬁb*ﬂvﬁhh&:g!ﬁnb-ﬁdm




colleagues, most Gentlemen relied on letters to maintain their friendshipe.
there was little actual news to report at times. As John Macallum pointed out
when apologising to Hargrave for not responding quickly to one of his
lotsers in 1834, it was often easier 1o write 10 people who did not live in the

difficuls for me %0 describe with whas delight I skulk into a secret corner like
a cur with a boas, till 1 devour oll the valued tshens of my abssat frisnds (vic)
" 598 MAC MO, A, 31 (C7T) Suries | fo. 58, J. Macsllum to James Hasgrove, Red
River, 13 Auguet 1854,
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Babine
James MHargwe, b
cunsentvates en the

3
the
thaly
jumt

(CFD) Series 1 fo. 116 Chasies Ross 89 James Hargeuwe, Bl
373

LTy

some compliments may have beea prompeed by the courtesies of the day,

many appear 10 have been genuine. For instance, under George Barnston's

assured him that “Anything from your able Pen is sure to please.”510 While
cﬁdatomdhpurpbpm.nncmmm&

wmumﬁ,rm fiilH

male frisnds. 52
NAC MO,
m

NAC MOW,
98 Jasumy

= __==



Male friendships also involved a great deal more than simply sharing
friendship first involved finding “a (#ie) honest heart to whom cae can open

membor. Ia addition, ether relewonses mabe i cloer thes Bushelor Hall cosupied 0

oy biman”' MAC MOIR. A, 31 (TR Series | . 998, Themae Singase to Jusmeo
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scarce as lase as 1850, requiring the Gentlemen to take this role upon
medium of their letters. As a result, they assured the implementation of their
operated. Although Barnston was a closs friead, his occasional depressions
and his intense distrust of George Simpeca caused Hargrave concern.316
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and . aribused his bluntnees to the depth of his friendship: “it wes the
offusion of the heart—not the head, —a less interested correspondent would
have expresse himeslf more in the tone of the world."3'7 Many years later,
in 1857, he had oocasion to combine chastisement, counselling, and praise
m&ldmﬁdﬁhﬂmﬂnﬁwwumﬁm

cendidly I cannct acknowledge the ju tice of your sharp
son | approve the prudence of the course you pureue. 518

mmmnnmu—:;u—-_-hmﬁk
Pastery, W July 1008
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Credit me that had I loved & respected you less my words
mummmammﬁnwfm

Hargrave had not always been this patient. As a young and occasionally
hot-tempered Gentleman in the 1820s, be had in turn received similar advice
from friends such as Duncan Finlayson. When Hargrave was becoming
impatient with the Company in 1829, Finlayson gently chided him and
reminded him that his future concerns were more important than his
. iate 6 .

i
i
£
l
i
[

be
wancomfertable — beg of
a&“.ﬂhbah—dhwﬂhﬂu
Ancther impertant aspect of the Gentlemen's roles as moral guardians
came in their approvel or disapprovel of each others’ acticns with regard
sonvality and women. In the 1820s, whea sexual peccadilioss were sill
acceptable, Hargrave was amused by Cuthbert Cumming’s confession of &
ooual adventure: “1 was not a listle amused at the round about cenfessicn
you mahe of your “affsice dus cour” (sis) —eo Kl & stecy of the first trespase
of o young follow with his firet mistress. —My dear fellow we ase ol
N ne.

800 AC MO, A, 31 (C7D) Series | . 308, D. Fialagesa to James Hasgeave, .
Gassys 18 Dosamber MB0.
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Md%ﬁhﬂhiﬂﬂhmml

bwﬁm-ﬂdhiﬁ;h&iﬁ__h

Hmmmn.nhun-nu—&p.-c.a—h.un-g
94 Mareh 1097, ’
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amount of damage that cutragecus tales could do to Gentlemen’s characters.
Seationed as he was at Red River—“a sad place for Scandal” —he felt it was
his duty to nullify any gossip that would disgrace his friends’ characters 334
When Hargrave's name emerged in Red River gossip at the end of this
scandal-laden decade, Christie acted quickly to discredit the rumours.
Hargrave was appreciative and thanked him for his “friendly inserference in
discouraging this rumour otherwise kikely to injure me by the publicity it
Gentlemen often championed their friends’ personal reputations, and

they also provided them with intreductions aad interceded for them ia
businees affaire. As York Factory was a ceatral location in the fur trade,
Hargrave cften recsived losters of introduction from Gentlemen who had
friends wavelling 10 or through his district. Whea Ed Smith’s colleagus of
ssvea yoars, Joha McLeod, was transforred from his district, Smith wrow w0
Hargrave to introduce McLeod and commented that “Any service You mey
have in your power o render Him | will consider it the same as if confined o
myoolf."56 s snsther instance, Gesrge Simpecn wrose 10 Hargreve o
introduce Ceptain George Cary, whe had agreed 0 menage an experimentsl
farm ot Red River for five years. Afber asking Hargrave 1o apply his “best &
kindest astontions” t0 Cary and his family, Simpeca easured Hargrave's full
eo-operation by appesling o his sense of dugy and the valus he placed ea
gentlemenly csndust:

354 AC MO, A, 31 (CFQ Saries | fo. 1361, A. Christie o James Hargrove, Red
»g&%ﬂ‘.‘:ﬂmﬁhiuuhhbkﬁ'&h
Mousa, 8 Maseh 30W.

505 JAC MO, A, 31 (CFD) Suries 1 fee. 307.8, E. Sumbh 10 James Hongrave, R
Simpesa, 17 Massh 30802
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h@m-nmﬂwfumd&ryﬁh “a fine worthy and
intelligent fellow.”3% Whereas Hargrave was expected to fulfill Simpeon's
request, be reciprocated by indirectly or directly pleading the causes of many
characteristics of Gentlemen such as his brother-in-law William McTavish

and George Barnswon by often referring 10 them in his letters. However, r, he

whea he loft the Company ia 1857 in hope of obmining & better sicuation in
-h-unhdm-#n-ﬂhc—pqﬂs'mvﬁ-n

&ﬁingﬁdd‘&ﬂ&i—&-hh
cennet muster firmacss to address you himeelf else be
e ke dons oot | tharefare wilingly heid the poa for
him 0 selisls an eppersuniyy for his return o the service

Hmmm;nmn—hnhmhh—sb_
House, 30 June MG
_mm&ﬂmlﬂniﬁ-ﬂ_h—-nL“Yd
Pasterys 8 Maseh MW7,
Dmnn&am:-ba—.l._h—nmbihm

Fastery, 36 July 1000.
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e

Mﬂwmdhmmn tance in fur ¢

mmﬁdﬁmhdﬂmwmﬁlﬁzﬁhﬂ

Ii—!quin ﬂ*hi_ih-nhnh
articles & see for my £ ... You have
bottar » Me. -h he will be
abls ;nhiv-h ﬁihnﬁhﬁ J will
forthwich wrise Me. Ms o ssoure a safe p » for
ﬁﬁ&hlﬂhﬁghhdhlf”

“H—

_mm&ﬂmhinl{hh—-_h‘&-
Yook, 51 Agell 1000

3R Glasshesch, ed. 2e. 15, “Outbbert Cunming to James Hasgrave, Lae dus Chata, 30
Agefl WO00° p. B4
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hdghnnﬁuafnmbcnhﬁ?m.mnuhgnm
were all “well & happy peying all spring a visit to the river sides to see when
mn&dmﬁhﬁmﬂn&nh&m&bﬁtﬁuﬂwn

actions in his regard required acknow _,;,,Himi'lénk;u
concerned me— "3 Years later, whea Hargrave had o leave York Factory to
ﬁdh_ﬂmhﬂﬁdﬁhwﬂq—ﬂhﬂmﬁ—b
appointing his brother-i i , Wiliam McTovieh,
nlnkﬁ-r&h-&
hh-ﬂﬂhﬂﬁhhﬁﬁiﬁfhﬂ
!msm;nmlﬁ-:-su—h—gmmr-t

? May V0.
mmsnmﬁhnsgmm:hm
Messe Fastary, 10 Josuary 1650,
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were reversed. More importantly, however, the Gentlemen's understas

As the fur trade became less isolased and the education of children sook
mu—ﬂhmhlﬂ.bmﬂn;nﬂ!ﬁ-ﬁﬁrl
mnl#iﬁhﬂd—hhﬁ_'imdﬁﬂ'-
son, Thomes, wes being sent 1o scheol. McLeod had writien to Hargrave o

354 JeAC MO, A, 31 (CFQ) Suries | (oa. 19006, R. Molaod Sr. 4o Jumes Hongrovs,
. Casrys 36 July 10D,
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lmm &rhimdnul;hnwnn
son Thomas in

h-hnlr:néud Vwm ﬂhqn

considerable feeling. Aﬂﬂp&ighﬂ&nh.hm‘dl
that | can return for the

Pece (sic) for our worthy frisnd R. McKeasie C.F\.(sic) —and giviag awsy his
danghtor Margaret 10 my friend Mr. Jumes Anderson of Lake Hurou.... 836
ﬂiﬂlﬁﬂhﬁrsiﬁbﬂ_ﬂpblﬂ&hﬂ

) Hmmhﬂmﬂlhmﬁiﬁhﬁﬁ_
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sently, he attempeed 10 rationalise his actions when he explained the
dﬁdﬂﬁﬂuwv

all what I could say to Miss I could not persuade her to
ﬂkﬁpt:?lthnm ..That business caused me

much uneasiness...pe ’fﬁﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬂhmﬁm
Hii-::.hn-mr, s was never more fond of his amiable

dﬁuﬁnhﬂmﬁ—dﬁhmmaﬁd

me N.H. [Norw House) is not a fit place to have

ladies ,,hmrﬂfﬁﬂimm (vic) ae

&gmhﬂ&u‘
bﬁ_m&hhﬁ-ﬁ.haﬁﬂnﬁi instosnth-contury geader
Eﬁ.hm_i&l&m&m&nm
ercated o firm baso upen whish 10 comblish an hemegensous fur wrade

" 307 Qtagsheesh, od, 00, M, “Joha Rowesd to James Hengrove, . Bdumanten,
$1 Dossmher MIA° p. SNL




the exalted position held by George Simpeon and the disastrous effects that
his displeasure could have on their careers; consequently, although criticiem
i%40s, the complaints seem to have been Limited t0 the Gentlemen’s privase
correspondence. 33 However, Simpeon was not alone in his elevated status.
power than average Gentlemen; thus, the approval or disapproval of a Chief
Factor could influence a Gentleman's carver.

In order for a young man to be a social or economic success in
ninetsenth-century Britsin or in the fur trade, be had to show that he

338 o0 NAC MOIS, A, 31 Series 1 vel. 12, fo. 5164, Win. Todd to James Hargrave,

Red River, 3 Josuary 1046 NAC MOIS, A, 31 Series 1 vel. 12, fo. 3332, Donald Ress t0
J-:mh!h!ﬁf“!ﬂ;lﬂ&&ﬂhhldlzh
. Carry, M Pebrusry 1046 and NAC MOI1S, A, 31
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mentering relationshipe provided older men with a means of repaying their
debes to their mentors and ensuring continuity in the trade.
have the ascessary connections to become & commercial success in Brisaia. In
1830, the yoar Hargrave loft for Canada, & contributor 10 Blaskwseds
commented that in erder for & man 19 be & sucoses he had “sicher 10 be
somebody, or ®0 be patronised by a persca that is a somebody...."3%
Hargrave wes act & ‘somebody,’ nor did he have influendial friends in
Brisin. Consoquently, he was very ploased at his geod formune in the fur
trade:

e

mea.. *mhh&&wchm
chesring views of fasure allluence. ¢!

fur trade, but he quiskly made influsatial fricnds and developed mensering
relationshigs with the Gentlomen under whem he served. As previewsly
mentisnsd, Hargrave ssrved under three of the mest impertant men in the
fur wede: Joha Goerge MeTavish, Denald MoKonais, and Alosnnder
Christis. Abbough very competent busincssmen, thess Gentlomen shared o
‘menly’ philsssply of businsss whish wes ast buillt en persenal competition,
but en eo-epesutisn. Ingressed by Hasgrave't charaster, ambisien,
opplisatien, and abillyy, they asted a0 his advisers end gresmed him for
poemstisn. Nasusully, Hasgrave was cager 9 move wp in the business end
wes gratebul for the intesest his menters showed in him, and he ales chared
38 7y ppmbise Lagatess,® Slasiunll, 00, XLV vel. 551 (Dessmbar 3000 3.

38 3AC MO, A, 5 (CNI) Susies $ a0, 7, James Maggrase ¢ his methen, York
atunuhnﬁmuu Sosies 3 an. 7, Jumes Nasgrove o
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law). It is largely through Hargrave's correspondence with thess perpetually
mﬂmom&bﬁpﬁﬁdhmgm
waits 00 moet their mentor’s definition of masculinity. McKinlay's -

adq’lodaumdﬁlliupm In 1882, ﬁﬂqﬂmm

wm&n&iﬂhgnm.:!bhdﬁ_@h
“h&*ﬂﬁqﬁibiﬂﬁﬂjﬁﬁl
prime candidate for prometicn. When he firnt became asquainted with
McTovish in 1858, Hargrave sent & pesitive asssssment of the young men's
charaster to the elder MeTovish: “Your young relstive is a fine geatlemenly

Fostory, 15 Gpmumbor 1080, | - ,
NAC MO, A, 31 (ON) Susies 3 0o 11, James Hasgrave 0 J. Mallilan, York

NAC MO, A 31 (C3N) Buriee 2 oo 8 James Nargrave o J.0. MsTwvksh, York
Fasteny, 36 Septamber M.
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him, and if 1 mistake not will eventually become a very useful and valuable
mhhm.wmﬂw'oadmw&m
uﬂh(.bMﬁT&hh’o“MM&Wd&
mmhl“&“b&&ﬂc‘l‘uﬂ.&hdﬁr“h
believed he had found somecns capable of becoming his successor :

I have him placed in the Geal. (wic) Seere where he

m&up&llnhu-hhﬁ
Miudonﬂ-bthhnmuunh

pridh Wy forvshpon oo & .sendoi g
conduct, are everything | could desire; —and | betieve |

mw.wwﬂudhu
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Hargrawe's
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likewios shews () me how much I should regard them
by due atmeation. —
In spite of McKialay's respect for Hargrave's advice, he broke one of
the daughter of the young man's ‘Bourgecie’ in the early 1840s. When be
informed Hargrave of this developmrax, his apologetic tone and his careful
’ oa of the extended period of time that he had known Sarah prior

hmhﬁ;ﬂﬁghhﬂwﬂnﬁm-mﬂf; ove of his
éﬂhhkﬁ.ﬂﬂ.mhﬂuﬁﬁiniﬁ*cﬂh
the fur trade. By the middie of the ainstesath ceatury, Hargrave and his
mmhlnﬁvﬁn#mﬂnm

ﬂ*dmhhﬂm*ﬂn-ﬁd—h
ssparation between the Gentlemen and all of the ether groups of men
hhhﬂihm“ dgﬂgﬁgyﬁn
bohavisurs which were desmed unasceprsble inareased, Gentlomen loshed
ﬂ*h-ﬁ“:ﬂﬂsk;iﬂbnﬂm
end conformiyy, respostahiliyy emerged as the primary charecter treit for
“ﬂmmm thrifiinses, and sl
30 NAC MO, A, 21 (C7D) Series | fos. 39051, A. Molkinky to James Hargrave, OM

nhrﬁ-—m
S0AC MO, A, ,mﬁhth;uﬁ-;—h

Ouknangen (uig), 9 Agel 1041,
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masculini vﬁhhh%dmﬁhhpﬂpn&hﬁ
able 1o share, muawkmgam
Orporass ﬁ—hnﬁhnd:ﬂv Gentlomen who met thees
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

mhwauwm.hmmum»
consolidate along British kines. As the power base in the fur trade shifted
from Indian o white during this period and the officers in the Hudeon's Bay
wmmmummw.&m.
MJ&MMM&MMM
divided Indians and mined bloods from whites, can be linked to the
mmmwmws,mnh
examination of the Hargrave Correspondence has shown that Gentlomen in
hh-&bﬂ&ﬂh—#ﬁ*h&bhwﬂ
ﬂﬂ“bb“d.‘hnm&m
ol of the individuals with whem they came in contact. These geader belish
ammww.*.ﬁmm
l'-dbcqﬂ-'nbd'ww'ﬂéw“
w’ohmmhd“-mﬂw
the fur wade secial erder.
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attempted o prove, it ean be emtended % study both male-fomale and male-
distinet histarisal rests srriving to clovase its lovel of civillsation to emulase




d&ﬁidﬁidﬁdmh&ﬁ.huﬂ“h
mhpﬂmd‘ém-v&:hhﬂhgnn-ﬂbbm&
fomininicy asd masculinity in Britain in the second half of the sighteenth
century. During this period, evangelica sm combined with insellectual,
mwdﬁdrﬁgnhﬁim&-m

Whe:ﬂﬂdh-jn-ﬁ-i_-wldmgb
Hdi—-hhmd&n(ad-ad-*cﬂ) sightsenth-con
ﬁﬁbﬂ&hﬂlnﬂﬂiﬁ_-ﬁﬁ:m-ﬂ
phﬂ*ﬂl'u—hﬂ—ﬂni

srdinated. Cones ,,;_.ﬁ“iﬂh—ﬁgb
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mmmmnbhmgb

hmmmd&—-ﬁ-dmm
these belisfs 10 the Country and applied them unilawrally to all of the
posisions of suthority and respectability, and the British as a group came to
ﬂmmhhhiﬁhhﬁﬁnﬂ-ﬁ-ﬂr more kberal

A&qllﬂi'ﬁkhhﬁhﬁmlh

ﬂéﬁlﬂ:&ihihﬂgmnm-ﬂh
“*ﬂ“ﬁihﬂh—“
relasionshigs in far wade ssclety s carly as the 1030s. Whea chastly
mﬁd-_ﬁﬂnpaﬂnh—i-ﬂﬁ-
g-bhnlﬁvdhhhdﬁd-&-i_-h
insssiahle, chernsteristios which selagated them 0o the lower classss. A
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by placing women under the legal guardianship of men, was replaced by
religious marriage, w&hﬂ&hcdihlﬁhlﬂmmm
hen-mpl-hb:;'”_ ’,"-:ﬁhlpmnhr sspecta
waqndsmhmhigldwhhm iacuasi
the Gentlemen about the education of mixed-bl
nmmnmﬂﬂuhhﬁ_mm
tendencies. Mixed-blood women who conformed 10 thess white gender belieh

slonchipe hbh-ﬁ.lﬁh—-mii;;t .
lhhhqﬁdh—b-di relatig “j;:bhﬁiibiﬁbﬂ
mbﬂ‘“ﬂuhﬁp‘hﬂh
ﬂ;ﬁd“d“n_hhﬁ-ﬂnﬂ




loast important in the male social order. anhﬂnhﬁ-ﬁ
mh&ﬂnhﬁhﬂ—q&h_mﬂmn
H“ﬁm*iﬁ-ﬁﬁgﬂﬁ_‘d
mﬂ-dm 'ﬁ-jmw-“h
roquirements of the masouline model. Gontlemen who met these stenderds
wen the preise and respest of their colloagusss these Gontlemen who did nes
or went bayond the lmie of acceptsble behaviour were cridiciesd or, in
enseptional easss, estvasiesd.
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friendships between Gentlemen provided an opportunity for men to develop
often longlasting friendships during their sojourns in the Country. These
hmwhdiﬂndﬂébvdudpﬁuwnnh:ﬂrm As mon
who placed & great deal of importance pectability, devotion to duty,
:dhplq ﬁhﬂiﬁiﬁhﬁdhvﬁnmgﬁqmb
£ mosculini ’m.bh_hlhpmgdh
—pd—:*ﬁm--—-;hhn—dqnﬁih-h-ﬂ
hh&iﬂﬁ—iﬂbh-—ﬁ




By the middle of the ninessenth century, middle-clase Brisish gender
and consequeatly helped 1o establish a three-tisred social structure which
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