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CABSTRACT -

The pr1mary obgect1ves of th1s study we
,!examanat1on of re]evant fur trade documents,

"ecorded and thus presumab]y used by the

~8ay Company and the North Nest Company dur1ng theéper1od of t1me from‘Fi'

) 1780 to 1820 1n the Nestern Inter]or of Br1t15h North Amer1ca,.what the f"

. .

re to determine,{throuéhfthe -

what geograpn1ca1 names were“"

fur traders of the Hudson sj-«7

4'sources of these names. were,\how many of these,names surv1ved through ‘to

“the present what types of geograph1ca1

,recorded for,v inv what form were these

features were names being

names »recorded and;. any

d1scernab1e geographlca1 d1fference in the names and nam1ng o

‘The hypotheses tested stated that the names of geograph1ca1 features

in-: the area of study came about as a resu

between the fur traders and the Amer1nd1an P

1t of the d1rect interaction

eop]e of the area, that" these

" pames were either trans]at1ons, trans]1terat1ons, or: d1rect usage of the

Amerindian_names, and that the names were,
of the features to wh1ch they app]1ed.

The methodo]ogy used vto test thes

1n a]] 1nstances, descr1pt1ve

e hypotheses involved the-

examinat1on and compar1son of the names for 55 geographlca1 features,

from the area of study, that were recorded by Dav1d ThompSon of the: North

Nest ‘Company and Peter’ F1d1er of the Hudso

n's May Company An attempt'

’ was also made to determ1ne the ear11est recorded reference for each ‘of

these names. The resu]ts of . th1s methodo]ogy showed a c]ear re1at1onsh1pd

between a]] names stud1ed and _the nat1ve 1anguage or 1anguages of the.

area _of the feature.. It also 1nd1cated that the surv1va1 .rate forj

f these names varied.from a low of 52% in the Southern Area to 85% in the



Northern Area; that the snaJor1ty of names in the Southern Aréa"were .

recorded only in the native language while the maJorlty of names in the , "

Northern Area were fecorded in both trans]ated'and non-translated forms,~"
and, that the majority of names recorded in both‘areas were for water'
featufes.‘ : . | \ ’ B

As a. result of‘this study recommendatiqns for further résearch were

 made.
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. ".T:T |
~ Focus of Research - SR . ‘»=w
It - w1deTy rec09n1zed by’both‘htstor1ansxand geographers that a-

Jarge port1on of the names of geograph1ca] features in North Amer1ca are* .

4 -

of Amerindian orlg1n These may _occeur in transTated non- transTated‘and

ooy

| partially transTated forms The most ea51Ty recogn1zab1e as be1ng ofgw-

"Amer1nd1an or1g1n are those pﬂace ~pame's wh1ch rema1n as- roman1zed
Nat1ve words. The most d1ff1cu1t to recogn1ze as Amer1nd1an woqu be
1those names that have been transTated d1rect1y into e1ther Eng]1sh or-
'French:v These hames, wh1ch make up the h1ghest proport1on('of rnames
.examined 'in th s’ thesis, are” generaTTy A1nd1st1ngu1shab1e from the‘
descriptive names given to features by Europeans,during later periods of
time. | g |
To date there has been little or no anaTys1s of these. Amerindian .
pTace names even though they are present]y be1ng used w1deTy by the vast
maJor1ty of North Amer1cans Cursory exam1nat1on of the history of North
Amer1can expTorat1on and settTement has revea]ed that many of these
, pTace names of Amer1nd1an or1gln came to us from that per1od of t1me when

Targe port1ons of the cont1nent were be1ng explored "and expTo1ted by

European fur traders Though the history of the fur trade. 1n North

Amer1ca has rece1ved a great deaT of attentlon, the h1stor1ca1 geographyv'~

of that per1od of t1me has been TargeTy overTooked by schoTars untiT_}>
reTat1veTy recent]y 1 _As an aspect of. h1stor1ca1 geography the

toponynwv.of the fur‘,trade._era' has never ‘been examined in a schoTarTy'

Ay



In the introduction te the 1928 Place-Names of Alberta the Geographic

Board of Canada stated that "it is remarkable that: the [fur] traders
themselves applied names [to geograph1ca1 features] only when it waﬁ\
absolutely necessary to do ‘so, as when they established trading
posts. n2 This statenent though remaining on the record for more than
50 years, has s1mp]y been taken for granted by those individuals familiar
with the history of Canad1an geographical nam1ng. Unt11 now the attempt
has not been made to determine if this statement is correct and if so why

this ‘relationship _existed contrary to the naming practices of later

periods in Canada's history.
- Objectiveo
The primary obje-tives of thio thesis are to determine, through
examinatjon of botn primery and secondary sources of information, the
answers to the foll-wing o,estionsé ’ . | -
1. What geographfca1 names were recorded, and thus
presumab}y USedfyoy the fur-traders of the Hudson's
Bay Company and the Northwest Company during the
period of t1me and within the geograph1ca1 area of
th1s study7 f

2. Nhat were the sources for these geograph1ca1 names7
7
3. ‘What was tne “survival rate" for these names?
4, For what types of". geograph1ca1 features (h1115 mountains,

rivers, creeks, etc) were names be]ng recorded?‘

5. In what form were these names recorded?



N
6. Are there any d1scernab1e d1fferehces w1th respect to the
above quest1ons, between the names in the forested North
compared to the southern grass]and regton’

7. Can a@ 'mechanism of transfer be. formu]ated that

adequately explains the means by wh1ch the fur trader/
explorer obtained. the geographtca] names thatvwere,recorded

for features? A I "/}<>‘

Hypotheses
1) That the names - of . geograph1ca1 features,dinwthefarea of -
the -upper port1ons of the Saskatchewan and Mackenz1e dra1nage
basins (Map 1), came about as'-a- resu1t of the dbrect_
1nteract1on between those people empioyed by the Hudson-s Bay
and Northwest Compan1es and the Amer1nd1an peop}e of “the area.,
during the per]od of t1me from. 1780 to 1820 |
2) That the names used by the fur traders for geograph1ca1’

vfeatures dur1ng th1s t1me per1od and w1th1n the area of study_
were e1ther the trans]at1on, trans]1terat1on or d1rect usage
of Amer1nd1an place- names. fi"'

’ 3) That these Amer1nd1an place names were, 1n~ a]l 'cases;

descr1pt1ve of the features to wh1ch they app11ed

Sources of Data

The sources of data used for th1s study 1nc1uded Post Journa]s and

Reports on D1str1cts for those Hudson s ‘Bay - Posts, and to a 11m1ted

extent Northwest Posts, for the area and t1me frame under study. Ofa



e

.'spec5a1-~interest are the.‘reports' and maps from thea'journa1s of
' _exploration and survey produced by.Peter:Fid1er Ph111p Turnor, Dav1dv
.Thompson, A1exander Mackenzie and Peter 'Pond.3. Th1s mater1a1 " was
.exam1ned in its original form in the Hudson S Bay Archtves in Hlnn1peg
and in the Public. Arch1ves of Canada in Ottawa Also examined were.a
number of pub11shed sources which more or less fa1thfu11y reproduced'
msome of these 40urna1s. Numerous secondary sources of..data on the fur
.h.tradeu in the Hestern. Interior of Br1t1sh North America were also
examined -tn 'the 11brar1es of the University of Alberta and the
'Department of Lu]ture Government of Alberta. “-The most usetu] of

these 1nc1uded both vo1umes of E. E. -Rich's The History" of the

_~Hudson s bay COmpany .]670-1870 and J. G. MacGregor 'S Peter F1d1er

‘:iCanada s Forgotten Surveyor 1769-]822 '_ These latter sources were

invaluable - for- an understand1ng of the genera] h1story of the fur

-vtrade which was necessary for the 1nterpretat10n of data dea11ng w1th

*the toponymy,of that'era;," N
:_Methodo]og

) Because of large quant1ty of data ava11ab1e for ‘a study of th1sy :

-i‘nature it was necéssary to focus upon ‘some aspect of the fur tradev
hthat wc 'd prov1de the most conc1u51ve 1nformat1on poss1b1e " To
fcdemonstrate that the prev1ously ment1oned hypotheses are’ 1ndeed
-‘correct a compar1son was made between the surveys of David Thompson of
;dthe Northwest Company, and those of. Peter Ftd]er of - the Hudson s Bay

-Company., These men were emp]oyed as fur traders. and surveyors, both

'lbeg1nn1ng as emp]oyees of the Hudson s Bay Company Each rece1ved”



o

\

‘tra1n1ng as a surveyor under the former Ch1ef Surveyor of the Hudson §\

. Bay Company, Ph111p Turnor After seven years- empToyment w1th the

.Hudson's Bay Company DaV1d Thompson Teft to work . for the Northwest’

.Company Thompson conducted surveys in the Nestern Inter1or of
eBr1t1sh North Amer1ca for the Northwest Company from 1797 to 1812

F1d1er conducted surveys for the Hudson S. Bay Company in the same area

¢
- -

from 1790 to 1822

It 1s 1mportant to remember that dur1ng th1s per1od oT t1me there

was cons1derab1e r1va1ry between the two compan1es It s unT1keTy i
‘that there<was any d1rect commun1cat1on between F1d]er .and- ThompSon,

, as empﬂoyees of these r1vaT compan1es,, even though they were

N\

'condudting'sUrveys in the same area dur1ng the same. per1od of t1me.f

4

A S..- Morton yh his H1story of the Canad1an Nest To 1870 71
'Asuggests that there was not. onTy bus1ness rlvaTry but a certaln amount
of persona] :r1va1ry between Thompson and F1dTer, a. suggest1on
: supported by - R1chard b]over 5 There 'js‘ no ev1dence from the
JournaTs of e1ther of these men to 1nd1cate that they commun1cated

_w1th each other in any way after the1r 1n1t1a1 perlods of tra1n1ng

If there was no commun1cat1on between these surveyors and they

f.produced maps of the same area hav1ng 1dent1caT pTace names on them o

'then the sources of 1nformat1on for those names must have been the

4,same There is .of course the poss1b1]1ty that 1nformat1on ubta1ned by

“

one’ surveyor became ava11ab1e to the other by 1nd1rect means., Thé.~

'probab111ty that some geograph1caT data may have been exchanged by

g

emp]oyees of the r1va1 compan1es dur1ng the soc1a1 gather1ngs that

: voccurred between adJacent fur trade posts 1s neg11g1b1ey_ The. sever1ty



of the rivalry precluded any serious”exchangevof information during
this period of - time. This thesis- will aemonstrate that the often
1dent1ca1 geograph1ca1 1nformat1on contained in Thompson's .and
F1d1er S surveys came from the nat1ve peop]e inhabiting the area be1no-
‘ surveyed 0n1y when Fidler or Thompson spoke to d1fferent Ind1an
'groups about the same geograph1ca1 feature do we see’ d1fferences in
.the names for these features .

The surveys of ThompSOn and Fidler took p]ace over a d1vers1f1ed
;geographtca1 area.‘ The greatest d1fference ex1sted between the |
~>.shortgrass steppe 'of- the southern portwon of the area ﬁand the
'~part1a11y to heav11y forested northern port1on ~An exam1nat1on of the

,”names gathered by F1d1er and Thompson 1n each of these areas will
‘reveal any- reg1ona1 d1fferences Jn the names, the nam1ng pract1ces and
the types of features be}hg named ' anough d1rect communlcat1on w1th
the nat1ves of. the areas be1ng surveyed F1d1er and Thompson’ obta1ned
,1nformat1on on certa1n character1st1cs of geograh1ca1 features such as

itthe depth of streams, the number and 1engths of portages, the w11d11fe

."Jnhab1t1ng ‘the area, whether there were fr1end1y nat1ves 11v1ng Ain the
“_iarea and of’ most interest to the- toponym1st the '1ocaT' ‘name for the
ffeature.\ Th1s \name be1ng descr1pt1ve in nature may- have_
1ncorporated one or more of the prev1ous1y ment1oned character15t1cs
-of the feature. s .

Methodo]og1ca]1y th1s -thesis, ;as an exercise’ inf_histortca].
geography,'w111 be a "h1gh1y se]ect1ve account of a postu]ated past

,rea]1ty wb It can be noth1ng more. H1stor1ca] research that

*dnvo]ves the 1nterpretat1on of past inter- act1ons, 1n th1s 1nstance



those of the Ind1an and the Fur Trader, w111 a]ways rema1n specu]at1ve-
at best. As w1th any cred1b1e ana]ys1s of hlstor1ca1 events th15'
,'thests‘must to some degree, 1nvolve itself with the exam1nat1on of.
past human behav1our It w11] attempt to 1nterpret the react1ons of'
he fur trader to certa1n known st1mu11. Th1s 1nterpretat1on wil]
-then be ana]ysed spat1a1]y “to determine reg1ona1 var1at1ons in the

processes that created the ear11est nam1ng w1th1n the area’ under ‘study.

A

Endnotes ) : ' | )

1. see as examples R, C. Harris and John Narkent1n, Carnada Before
Confederation: A Study in Historical Geography, Oxford Un1vers1ty
Press, New York, 1974 or Richard I. Ruggles, The Historical
~ Geography and Cartography of the Canadian West 1670-1795,
unpub11shed Ph. D -dissertation, Un1vers1ty ot London 1958

2. Geograph1c Board of Canada, P]ace-Names of Alberta, Dept. of the
Interior,- Ottawa, 1928. : , i

3. A brief biography on each of’ these 1nd1v1duals 1s glven in .
Appendix 1 of this thes1s. .

4. A.S. Morton, H1story of ‘the Canadian West To 1870 71 Un1vers1ty
: of Toronto Press, Toronto, Second Ed1t1on, 1973, p. 447

51'_R1chard Glbver,  David ‘Thompson' s Narrat1ve 1784 1812 éhamp]ain'*
Soc1ety, Toronto, 1962, PP. 55 56. . : S

6. -Robert F. Berkhofer, ‘A Behav1ora1 Approach to H1stor1ca1 Ana]ys1s,
Macm111an Publishing, New. York ]969

v

)



: CHAPTER 2

THE NATURE OF TOPONYMY

0namast1cs, he study of a]T forms of names, 1s TOOSeTy d1v1ded
“1nto the study of persona] names (anthroponyms) ano the study of-
pracejnames (toponyms) Toponymy,_ within th1s brqader f1er_ of -
:OnamasticS,,i.is essent1a]Ty ‘fthe h1stor1ca1 'and1_ documentary
‘ﬂ1nvest1gat1on of the names used in- the Tanguage of a part1cu1arT
',country for the 1nhab1ted and former]y 1nhab1ted pTaces,,un1nhab1ted,
. places: and geograph1ca1 features of that country. ] The purposes«
for\stﬁ'phng pTace names . tend to be as var1ed as the backgrounds of
4C'the peopTe study1ng them The h1stor1an may be 1nterested 1n study1ng

'pTace names because they may “be. 1nd1cators of anc1ent orlg1ns “of

I

‘peopTe, the geographer may use - p]ace names ‘to demonstrate patterns of,__"

B

',fm1gratlon, wh1Te the soc1oTog1st may use. them as 1nd1cat0rs of pasth

'soc1a1 vaTues. These are the un1versa] tra1ts of pTace name studies

’ _aTthough it w1TT become ev1dent through cToser exan1nat1on that theT .

) -reasons for studylng pTace names »and the methodo]og1es for those

*stud1es vary cons1derab1y from one reg1on to the next There may even, A

be d1fferenc S’ between scho]ars work1ng w1th1n the same reg1on. fIn

"recent years . smy in: Canada has taken on a hetghtened pract1ca1'
) usefuTness ns e ‘ated in “the 1mportance attached to it dn- the'
aProvince_ of OQuet nd in its’ usefu]ness 1n contr1but1ng to the
resoTution oflnat”ve ~d cTa1rs in't.e Northwest Terr1tor1es
| “The ‘main functi, ~ -&r raphical names is to ensure the certa1n
1dent1f1cat1on of pl eres “f Thi. rema” - true,whether:the‘place 1s



being identified orally, in written form, or as an {ntegral part of a
- map. Our mental perceotion"of a place may be reinforced, as in the
case of descr1pt1ve names, through the use of a p]ace-name.' Thfs‘name
becomes a Tabel that enables us to store and retrleve mental p1ctures
of geographica] features. The quest1on 'why was one part1cu1ar label

‘chosen - 1nstead of another?' then becomes the basis for the deve]opment.

of the sc1ence of toponymy

.The Ueve]opnent of Toponymy

The written record of wnen man first began to study place-names 1S
a subJect which as yet rema1ns to be thoroughly explored. _P. h.
Reaney , in nis discussion of the origin of Eng]1sh place- names,
makes pass1ng reference to place-name origins appear1ng in the_anc1ent
Book of Genesis and also to those appear1ng in the e1ghth century
writings-of_tne English scholar Bede{ During the fifteenth century
exaggerated and fanciful . stories about the origins of p]ace-namese
became popular parts of nwhat scho1af$"nave-:come to know -as
"traVe11ersf tales". -Reaney came tob the conC]usion.'fhat. “more
nonsense has been written on p]ace—names'than_on any otner subject."ﬁ
One .example of a -fancifui error in the interpretation of a
'vp1ace -name is ‘the case of Lambeth Eng]and 7'This_ namel.hag been
1nterpreted as lama (Mongo]1an priest). and beth (Semific for houee),
when actually 1t 1s der1ved from the Saxon word 1oam- h1the, meaning
muddy landing place' .7 This type of m1s-1nterpretat1on, not only
d.of p1ace -names’ within one S OWn country but a]so of foreign names,

cont1nues to appear in the popu]ar 11terature ‘of today This is not
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.
to. say - that all 1nterpretat1ons of p\ace names. dur1ng th1s ear]yA
'per1od of tlme were 1ncorrect but s1mp]y that the methods that were
: ’: used to determ1ne these or1g1ns were often far from exhaust1ve or
sc1ent1f1c _ | .
AS a. forma] dwsc1p11ne, the: sc1ence of toponymy can be - traced to-
' "begwnn1ngs Sin .the 18605 in- Br\ta1n. At th1s .po1nt 1t was,f
-cons1dered to be a sub- disc1p11ne of the sc1ence of Etymo]ogy which 1s-,t
-pr1mar11y concerned w1th the study of the or1gin “of . words. In 1864h
the Br\tlsh canon and scho]ar Isaac Tay1or recogn1zed that the study"
of . p]ace -names was a "task full . of- d1ff1cu1t1es,_for they are mostly»

der1ved from obscure or unknown 1anguages, and tney have suffered more

R or 1ess from the phonet1c changes of sd many years 8. N1th the‘ ;

,ear]y“»wOrk- of uCanon Tay]or the study of p]ace -names . became a
,ph1Io1oc1ca1 d1sc1p11ne based on an ana]ys1s of the ear]y spe111ngs of -

names. Tay]or-s9 rules for 1nvest1gat1ng the or1g1n and mean1ng of'

blace-names were to
;(J) determIne the. language from wh1ch the
name was der1ved .
(2) determ1ne the ear11est documentary form -:
Vh‘*of the name perhaps from the Ang]o Saxon .
.charters or the Domesday Book. |
.;(35? 1nterpret the name u51ng knowledge of
ancient grammat1ca1 structure and the laws -S_:n T p:'
of compos1t1on for that language and that t1mesl

"(4) exam1ne surround1ng names to obta1n c]ues

to the or1g1n of the name in quest1on.»



B ‘Tl: :

In the last decades of the 19th- century European scho]ars, »jn'“

response to.:the work of . Tay]or,; began ’to systemat1ca11y d'f'".

A

-sc1ent1f1ca11y ana]yze p]ace names Tay1or s work was espec1a11y

. 1nf1uent1a1 1n England where one. of the more 1mportant contr1butors tof,-m

 the deve]opment of the sc1ence of toponymy was Professor N N Skeat o

‘\_',

;iw1th Skeat s p1oneer work "place names study passed at once out of theﬁ< !; .

) 'phase of specu]at1ve guesswork and became anm: exact sc1ence "]0

Professor Skeat 'S maJor contr1but10n to the f1e1d of toponymy was to
—w'demonstrate that 1t ‘is; on]y pos$1b1e to interpret ‘a. p]ace name
."satwsfactorlTy 1f the ear11est possub]e h1story of tnat name had oeene

‘ determ1ned, The bas1c pr1nc1p1es 1a1d down by Taylor and Skeat remain

; as gu1des for modern European toponymlsts who 1ook upon place names as”

e anc1éht words or fragments of anc1ent words'— each of them in short

const1tut1ng the ear11est chapter in the 1oca1 h1s%ory of the p]aces}
"n  -- o :

-

10 wh1ch they severa]ly refer
At the same t1me ‘that Tay]or and Skeat were str1v1ng towards a

4;more sc1ent1f1c approach to the‘ study of European p1ace names,

{,scholars in. North Amer1ca were deve]opxng a- somewhat dlfferent focus_"

. _for[:;the-' study - l ~North Amer1can place- names.  These. -early

'methodo1og1ca1 beglnn1ngs in. North Amer1can p]ace name stud1es grew:

."out of a need to map 1arge areas of the North Amer1can cont1nent botn

"_pr1or to and dur _the- European sett]ement of the cont1nent s

:§1nter1or from the m1d 1800s to the early 19005 Dur1ng th1s t1me both:

? Canada and the Un1ted States estab}1shed Geograph1c Boards respons1b]e»’

L

"”for—the nomenc]ature on’ newly prodUCed maps of the 1nter1or of the. .

. 3cont1nent.‘.



One of the pr1mary respons1b1]1t1es of the Geograph1c Board of

_Canada,-estab]1shed n 1597 ~was to rev1ew and approve geograph1ca] :

'f‘rnames that were 'to appear on Federa] Government maps Part of the

7process 1nvolved the exam1nat10n of names appear1ng on ear]y maps of

) .Canada. ' Nhere d1screpanc1es ex1sted between names \appear1ng on

L d1fferent maps of--the. same~ area-;a dec1s1on was madeV based .on

"commuanat1on w1th 1oca} 1nd1v1dua1s In the maJor1ty of cases the

'<'names appear1ng on these ear]y maps ref]ected local usage.' Many of

i'_%the ear]y names for geograph1ca1 features w1th1n the thes1s study area‘

s;came to 11ght or1g1naT]y ‘as a resu1t of the work of one man, J.,Bsﬂ,

- Tyrre11 -of the - Geolog1ca1 Survey of Canada.”_ Tyrre]] .conducted

”ugeo1og1ca1 surveys ’inv the D1str1cts of A]berta, Assiniboia’ 'and

' "Saskatchewan dur1ng the 18805 and 18905. He was ~responsib1e' for -
record1ng and thus perpetuat1ng many .of - the ear]y fur trade namesf
: wh1ch m1ght otherw1se have been ob11terated dur1ng the 1ater per1od of/-

:settlement 1n these D1str1cts

The exam1nat1on of p1ace names by the ear]y Geograph1c Boards of

'N'Canada and the Un1ted States was ‘not pr1mar11y for the purpose of _"7

determ1n1ng .the: orlgjns of these names . but t0' estab]1sh the1r
.]ocat1on extent and COrrect spe111ng - The1r concern was str1ct1y one
. of data gatherlng, not the ana]ys1s of that data Th1s 1atter aspect k
iof the study of p1ace names, though we]] deve]oped in. Europe by the

' 19005, rema1ns large1y undeve]oped in North Amer1ca to the present

The Structure of Place-Names

The United States Geographic Board and ‘the Geographic; Board of .
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.fCanade; by7 the beginning of the 1900s, had recognized the basic
structur1ng of the var1ous types of place- names. A discussion of this

,structur1ng 1s 1mportant as it now forms the bas1s for toponymic

' »research throughout the North Amer1can continent. The three major

types of p1ace -names are:

A Descr1pt1ve names: "all names which are. conferred on account

of some character1st1c of the place or feature which is named may

:»be regarded as descr1pt1ve even though the character1st1c may be

. of minor importance.’ w12

. B) Non-descriptive names:
“ "1)' persohallnames honouring a great or prominent person or
~commemorating anvear1y sett]er. |
'»2) transpTahted.names eAnames from another country or place.
3} names commemOrating}an event or date,lusua]]y the date of
. discoVery of the‘featUre or something that happened in
eSSOCiatioh with the feature.
4) re]igfous names_- names that ref]ect affiliations of the
‘_ear1y'sett1ers;_ | |
\'5) tasua1 or uhimsieat‘names - usually of minor features or
| ma]] v111ages |

6) metamorphosed names - usua]]y Anglicized names.

C) M1xed type names: usually names ending in -burg, -ford,

e—fie]d, ~ham, -v111e and preceded by a personal name.

More recently the geographer,. Jean Poirier, former Secretary of
the Geographic ' Commission of Quebec, took a different, yet equally

&



14.

valid approach to defining the various types.‘of 'Ndrtn Anerican
place-names. Poirier divided all names 1into Ieither “spontaneous
appellations” .or "systematic inpositions”. 7 Spontaneous__appe]]ations
are those names that came about through local usage while systematic
impositions are ones that were given to features by Government
authority. Poirier further elaborated on the characteristics of tnese
as follows: | K

A) ‘Spontaneous appe]]étions: these are popular creations

that came about because of the need by the people of the

area, - to differentiate hetween various features and places.

They are often assoc1ated with events, first occupants,"

-descriptive characteristics, flora, or fauna.

B) Systematic 1mp051tions.‘ there are most often assoc1ated
. (4‘ .
with honouring an important individua].]3

Another'attempt at giving'some‘formai strqcture to.the study of
place- names was by Mary R. Miller in 1976. Miller, after studying the
names and the naming processes of tre Northern Neck of Virginia,
developed a hypothesis concerning the way in wnich naturel and
man-made features were. named in the past:

1) "Age of the Red Man" is a period when the Amerindians were the
only inhabitants of the area and this represents a time of"
relative, 1ingyistic exciusivity;ve The Amerindian peop]e were
naming' physical"features, for the most 'part bodies of water;
strictly by descriptive terms. These lndian names 'are prectica]

names in that they identify places, and seem to result from a
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-popular labelling process‘ which aided ;recognition by the 1gca]

traveler."

2) "Age of Autocracy" is. the per1od of “the first Eng11sh (or.

French) naming of features. .“The nam1ng during th1s per1od

operated at two levelsy the f1rst where “persons of power and

stature used nam1ng as a “means of g1or1fy1ng and 1mmorta11z1ng

themse]ves and those closely connected w1th them" and second]y

where 1oca1 1and owners became assoc1ated with a- feature on or

near their land.

3) -"Age of Nostalgia" where names ‘from home ~(in most cases-

England) were used to 1dent1fy features in order-to make the area
~ feel more like home. These names from home tended to be placed on
. man-made features such as land patents,’ po]itical' divisions of,
land, towns, etc. | "

4) "Romant1c Age" that tended to g]or1fy the common person such

as the postmaster or other wel] known 1oca1 persons. These names -

were most often’ g1ven to populated p]aces. | - o oL .
5) "Age of Public Ind1fference was partlally produced through - an

effort to standardize p]ace names for mapp1ng purposes _ Th1s was

most often brought sabout by externa].“( .e. naming author1t1es)

e

rather than 1nterna1wpreSSUres.14

‘Th1s chrono]og1ca1 sequence for place- ham1ng would appear to be valid
only for . the long sett]ed areas of North Amer1ca. - There ™ are some:

areas, espec1a1]y in Canada S North " that do not appear to f1t well

1nto this 'sequence, pr1mar11y because these areas have on]y been

2

v

'7.



sparsely sett1ed In. those areas where ‘Miller's theory could be
app11ed there wou]d be cons1derab1e over]ap from one period: to the

next.

The Br1t1sh Sor ‘at least. the former Secretary of the (British)
Permanent Comm1ttee on Geograph1ca] Names, M. Aurousseau, appear to
take except1on to whatvmost North Amer1cans wou]d'con51der to be a
geographical name.f He stated that' "many so-called names of -
geographical entities are not really names at all . . . ‘King George
VI Sound' and 'Mount Misery' are dedications . - ;"Bay of Naples' is
.. a mere designation of-a th1ng by reference to something else
'Long JIsland' is ,a mere descr19t1on W15 Although Aurousseau
emphatica]ly states that these are not true names, he goes on to say
that for the sake. of expediency he will treat them as if they were.
Clearly there are perceptua] differences between what we believe to be
a place-name and what the British believe to be the case.  Aurousseau
makes the assumpt1on that the reader understands these d1fferences as
he does not explain h1mse]f any further. One must keep in mind that
there are these differences between the Br1t1sh and North Amer1can

v1ewpo1nts of the nature of toponymy, espec1a11y when rev1ew1ng the

British toponymic 11terature.

Current Trends in Toponym1c Research

Trad1t1ona11y the toponymist has been ‘interested.’primarily"ﬁn
determ1n1ng the meaning and or1g1n of place-names. A major-divergence
from th1s has occurred dur1ng the last. few decades. ’Toponymists, both

European and North American,  have begun to empha51ze ‘the study of



placé-name changes. These changes most often occur when the .name is
recorded for the first time 'fOr mappwng -purposes Th15' js'
part1cu1ar11y the case with nativé toponyms that were recorded dur1ng
the early fur trade‘era. The probTems that occur when record1ng the
»strictTy oral _traditions of Vnat1ve Tanguages have aTways oeen. a
concern of the toponymist, the historian and the T]ngu1st

There also have been lnany deT1berate changes in pTace names by
Government authorities respons1b1e for nam1ng A exceTTent exampTe of'
this was the changing of the h1stor1c name of Cast]e Mountain to Mount‘
‘Eisenhower in commemorat1on of a former Un1ted States pres1dent
Other changes, more or Tess unconsc1ousTy, have been made by the'
public throughout the years Some Jof the names g1venvto features in
Alberta by Capta1n John PaTT1ser, which appear on h1s map o?\1865 in

“Volume 59 of the Imper1a1 Blue Books on Affa1rs Relating to Canadav

were changed by the early settlers In most . cases these.settTers.were>
unaware that they were nam1ng features that “had . been named “eviousTy
| by members of the PaTT1ser Exped1t1on of 1857 60.-, f

The TocaT peopTe in some areas aTso on oéCasion ”have‘ taken-
"except1on to us1ng certa1n names because of the1r awkwardness due to.
':~excess1ve _Tength or because of the assoc1at1on of the name w1th
»uineasant happen1ngs or d1sreputab1e peopTe Th1s does not imply
: that aTT or even a maJor1ty of the pTace names 1n any area. have been
subJect to these transformat1ons The pTace names of Western Lanada
'are, for-theAmost part reTat1veTy young and are . be1ng stab111zed by
Government author1ty . | o

The sources of 1nformat1on used by an toponym1sts are extreme]y
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:varied;' In North Amer1can toponymy research in the f1eﬂd 1s'the most
1mportant, aspect w16 Secondary or- fo110w up research is conducted
| thrOUgh'the examwnat)on of maps and other wr1tten mater1a1s ava11ab1e
primarily in the';arch1ves.’ The oppos1te appears to be .true w1th
- European toponymy. "No-[European] p]ace—name studen} wou]dndeny ‘the
1mportance of test1ng h1s etymo]og1es ‘on the -ground, and if the
1nterpretat1on proposed does not fit the topography, an exp]anat1on
:must be found or the etymology must be re‘)ected".]7 Field work for
: tne European toponym1st is test1ng, only as a final step, the
etymological 1nterpretat1on of the name. Emphasis, in North American
'toponymy, is placed on the gather1ng of 1nformat1on in the fzeld as.a
f1rst step. This is- a ref]ect1on not on]y of. the re]at1ve ages of,

European and North American toponyms but also because, if it 1s the

> function of maps to ref1ect rea11ty, then toponyms must be a part-of

that reality; Names are g1ven to features in order thay they may be -

,referred to 1n an unamb1guous manner, 1f maps do not show the correct

:toponyms then the purpose of those maps nhas been defeated "If pub11c

A‘pract1ce indicates that a name other than the off1c1a11y approved one

_'has become accepted and used- the rea11st1c approach d1ctates that it
shou1d B Changed in_ the official vrecordsvf and ' this _ act1on
~-18. "

pub]1c1zed North American tOponymy is still -basfcally oriented

_around research into what the name for a feature'is rather than”what
'the etymo]ogy &f the word is.

Another approach to the study of p]ace -names has come to light in

the’ Sov1et geograph1ca1 literature. V. D. Belen'kaya, in h1s article

- “Current Tendenc1es in the Nam1ng of . P]aces"]9 focuses attent1on on

1
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the synchron1c anaTys1s approach to hand11ng geograph1ca] names._ Th1s'_'

approach deals’ w1th the funct1on of names in society. and on . the' hA

4 percept1on of names by members of soc1ety.< "The net effect is to
'ﬁ1gnore the etymo]ogy of a name s1nce the 1atter does not affect the

actua1 funct1on1ng of a p]ace name w2y

Etymo]ogy is the bas1s of
'European toponymy and is usua]ly the on]y means by wh1ch the or1g1n of
p]ace names 1n Europe can be determ1ned -~ The Sov1ets, by gnor1ng
'4etynology, have produced a hand11ng of p]ace names wh1ch superf1c1a11y i
.'appears to be c]ose]y re1ated to North Amer1can toponymy. The'
Sonets' new. toponymy , as reflected 1n Be]en kaya s art1c1e,'shows a
'tendency towards ' -
’I), the chang1ng of names hav1ng negat1ve connotat1ons,
é)- the chang1ng of names whose 1nterna] form does not convey
clear mean1ng at the present t1me"2] and | |
3) the. e11m1nat1on of dup]1cat1on, :usuaiiy by addition.?ofa'a
oua]1f1er to the name . . |
Th]s.'has, resu]ted {nt more- than SOiI-of:_hew, namesh‘being,
anthroponyms; wh11e the rema1nder of new p]ace -names tend to. be

-~

A edescr1pt1ve of the1r s1tuat1on or funct1on . Names hav1ng pos1t1ve
connotat1ons are a]so very popu]ar in. the U.S.S. R These tendenc1es
in Sov1et p1ace nam1ng appear to fo]fgﬁ,the patterns be1ng estab11shed
in' the Nestern Nor]d ‘We a]so emphas1ze anthroponyms, descr1pt1ve .
-'hames, and names hav1ng'pos1t1ve connotat1ons.- Qioser exam1nat1on of .
both Soviet and North Amer1can p]ace names wou]d probab]y show a:

- marked d1fference in _the’ degree to which these tendenc1es have'

'occurred; Be]en kaya concludes h1s artwc]e by stat1ng that in the
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v,iSov1et Un1on i"the method of p1ace name analys1s at'bthe synchronich~
;1eve1 needs to be used more w1de1y together w1th other techn1ques as .
one of the effect1ve means of 1dent1fy1ng the actua] funct1on1ng of"
'geograph1ca1 names.‘zzl . | ' u
Changes in’ the purpose }and funct1on of pTace names fjn. North
Amer1ca a1so appear to be tak1ng p]ace | Unt11 recent]y the purpose of

the toponym1st was. to supp]ement the work of the cartographer .'In

N

1962 w11ber Ze11nsky233 recogn1zed that .even though place names are'f .

‘essential to the cartographer,. of even greater 1mportance are the

’comp]ex, unchartered 1nter re]at1onsh1ps among p]ace names and other

T

,phases of cu]ture and ‘the poss1b111ty that the1r study may 111um1nate o

% s1gn1f1cant aSpects of Amer1can cu1tura1 h1story and geography w24

The,ApproachT“'

N1]11an1 F. Ganongzs, in h1s 1911 paper on the study of nat1ve -

t.p1ace names of the Mar1t1me Prov1nces, stated that the purpose for '
exam;n1ng these p]ace names was "to suggest a methodo1ogy by wh1ch the
A ,nat1ve p]ace names of the rema1nder of . Canada cou]d be exam1ned

5fGanong recogn1zed three stages in the progress of know]edge | of:
nat1ve place names and_ 1nd1cated that the th1rd tstage. is the“ )

recommended methodo]ogy

. .1The Convent1ona1 Stage - In this' the forms ‘and

interpretations. of ~Indian ;p1ace names -given . by authorities =

popularly’ cons1dered the -best are- accepted w1th0ut question,
and if author1t1es differ then there is .gerieral ‘acceptance of
the forms which are most p]eas1ng to the 1mag1nat1on.' g
2. The Interrogational Stage - In this the attempt js .made to
col16ct all of the available forms .and interpretations. of the
words, and. ‘such, other. information, it bears _upon -the subJect .

‘then any agreement exh1b1ted by the data- 15 accepted w1thout. N




further anaTys1s as express1ng the _truth or "the probab]e o

© truth. , :
. 3. The Invest1gat1ona1 Stage - In th1s the a
sc1ent1f1c method of induction 1s: followed. . alr

. sources of information are searched ’. ,' . par icular
importance is attached to data from or1g1na1 and disint rested .
‘sources . .- 26 D : A A \_ ~
Th1s invest1gationa1 stage ; in which‘vemphasis is. b]ééep. on
‘exam1nat10n of - or1g1na1 sources’ of 1nformat1on, 1s the one wh1c hasv
been cToseTy foTTowed in the- ana]ys1s of the geograph1ca1 names of the
| ”two areas under study f.j.; Co T "-{' ' _‘;f”‘ ) “1 x'=
: Th1s methodoTogy is used 1n th1s thesvs to. demonstrate that \
T:the vast maJor1ty of cases, he fur traders who operated in the

"Nestern Inter1or dur1ng the: per1od of time from 1780 to 1820 adopteh

7nat1ve pTace names or,transTat1ons of nat1ve pTace names for the1r own‘

' use; The maJor way in wh1ch th1s s - demonstrated -is by not1ng aTTm
'pgeograph1ca1 names used by Dav1d Thompson and Peter F1d1er w1th1n the:

-thes1s‘ areas for wh1ch the modern feature coqu be determ1ned .

. Add1tlona1 1nformat1on'_on each name wd gathered through the

"”exam1nat1on of P05t Jodrna]s, D1str1ct Reports and other - re]evant fur'

trade documents to determ1ne the most pTauSIbTe exp]anat1on of the -

or1g1n of each name There were very few geograph1caT names mentloned

- Q-

'by Thompson and F1d1er that coqu not be matched to a modern feature.

" One example of ‘a name that coqu ‘not. be matched w1th a feature is the

7

\name “Aquaqe a- pers Sack ~a-ha- gan nent1oned by Peter F1d1er in his

~,Journa1 of ExpTorat1on and Survey T790—T80627 'ase be1ng "up the

'Beaver R1ver : The Tast port1on of the name is the Cree word for lake

- wh1Te the f1rst port1on does not have accord1ng to Dr. Anne Anderson,

“a Cree Tanguage spec1aT1st with the Met1s Assoc1at1on of ATberta, any

“mean1ng tn- the. Cree Tanguage,' ALY we know of thTS feature is “that 1t'
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'-1s 3 1ake in the reg1on of the Beaver'River'in‘east central ‘Alberta.
In. a]most a]] wnstances where geograph1ca1 names Were 'mentioned by

either Thompson or F1d1er the spec1f1c feature cou]d be found and the

. offic1a1 name determ1ned A]] references to geograph1ca1 features in

R th1s the51s are made through the name that 1s off1c1a11y recogn1zed by - .

A{thel Canad1an Permanent Comm1ttee - on Geograph1ca1 Names ATlm

jlunoff1c1a1 names appear in quotat1on marks.;

_Endriotes )ﬁ

&

“1.. Marcel. Aurousseau, The Render1ng of beograph1ca1 Names,._lﬂn
'Hutchrnson, London 41957 p- 3 . SRS

2. -In Quebec the Comm1ss1on -de Toponom1e has a staff larger than that ofa’
' all the rest of Canada, as part of the ‘vigorous French cu]tural

support program. .

- 3. w1111am C. Honders,;"Nat1ve P]ace Names “and Land Occupancy 1p the-'

: Northern"Mackenz1e Va11ey y Canoma, Vo] .10, T Ju]y 1984 pp- 24 29

4. Aurousseau, op.. c1t , p.78.

5. P.H. Reaney, The Origin of Eng]1sh P]ace Names, Routledge and Kegan .
‘ Pau] Ltd Londfn T1960. , o i

6. ' Ibid. , p-1.
7. Isaac Taylor, Words and Places: I]]ustrat1ons'of H1St0(x;j -

Ethnology and Geography, 1864 (Repr1nted in 1978 by E. P PR
PubTishing Ltd., Eng]and), P- 25. : . ‘

8. 'Tay1or 1oc. cit.
9. 'Taylor op. ci t., pp. 312 313.

10. Allan Mawer,-Place-Names and H1sto41, Un1vers1ty of L1verpoo]
Press, L1verpool Eng]and 1922 p.9. . . -

11. Taylor, op, c1t., p.390.

12. United States Geographic Board tth Report of the U S Geograph1c»[
.‘Board 1890 to 1932, 1933 p.3. R




13.
s,

23

Jean Po1r1er oponxmx unpub]ished'manuScript,,n.d., n.p,, p.29..

Mary R. M111er, "Place-names of the Northern Neck of Virginia:

" a proposal for a theory of p]ace naming", Names, Vo1 24, No 1,

"5,

16,

17.
18,

19.

. No:.5, May 1975, pp.315-320.

~20. 1

2.
22.

--fzj,
"'~ .the N rtheastern United States" in Readings in

" Cultupal Geography edited by P.L. Wagner and M.W.

. M1ker11 Un1vers1ty of Ch1cago Press, Ch1cago 1962.

24,
25,

26..

27.

,J.K.-Fraser "The realistic approach to geograph1ca1 names
~in Canada", Cahiers de Geograph1e de Quebec, Vo] 10, No.20,

V.D. Be]en kaya, "Current Tendenc1es in the Nam1ng of P]aces R

»March 1976 pp ]4 15

Aurousseau,»op, cit., p.7.

‘Poirier, op. cft.,'p;44.

Reaney, op. c1t., p.19.

1966, p. 235,

on the synchronic approach to place names ',. Soviet Geography, Vol. 16

s

Ibid., p.315. - A x\,_;\

:Ib1d , p:316.
‘Ib1d , p.320.

N11bur Ze11nsky, "Gener1c Terms of the P]ace Names of

Ibid||, p.129.’

Willdam F. Ganong,'"An 0rgan1zat1on of the Scientific - Investigation -

of ‘the Indian Place-nomenclature of = the Maritime Provinces of
Canada", Proceedings and Trarsactions of the Roya] Soc1ety of (anada,

Third Series-Volume V, 1911, pp. 179-193.

Ibid., pp.179-]80.

Peter Fidler, Journal of Exp]orat1on and Survey ]790 1806, Hudson's
Bay Company Archives, E3/T, folio .o, “"Manitoba Provincial Archives,

w1nn1peg, Manitoba. Subsequent references to material housed in the
Hudson's Bay Company. Arch1ves w111 appear as. “HBC" plus the cata]ogue

Vreference number.



' CHAPTER 3

© GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING

¢

’ The parameters of th1s thes1s can be def1ned both tempora}]y‘ and

Spatlally, by a sequence of h1stor1ca1 events that occurred fn"thea‘

: ifdevelopment of - what is now known as western Canada., Durlng the _one

"hundred years pr1or to the 17705 there occurred a- sequence of events that-

. “;were to 1ead to d1st1nct1ve geograph1ca1 nam1ng pract1ces dur1ng the fouri

N

g decades fo110w1ng the 17705 fThe; purpose of th1s thes1s i to
:demonstrate that dur1ng the per1od of t1me from approx1mate1y 1780 .
:ithrough to 1820 the nam1ng of geograph1ca1 features 1n the western‘i
. Inter1or of: Br1t1sh North Amer1ca occurred in a nmnner un1que to that
v-t1me perlod.' Th1s un1queness stems from the fact that the fur traders‘
and exp]orers of the area d]d not name geographlca] features but s1mp1y_-
adopted and to some extent mod1f1ed the names be1ng used by the nat1ve'
| popu]at1on. To understand the way in wh1ch geograph1ca1 features were.
being named w1th1n the area and t1me per1od under study 1t is essent1a1
. that these h1stor1c events and the geograph1ca1 context in wh1ch they
occurred - be fu]]y understood | . e - N ,
Var1ous scho1ars, ', part1cu1ar the ‘hdstorical Qeodraphers John
_warkent1n and Ruchard Ruggles, have strugg]ed w1th what name ‘to use wheni
eferr1ng to Nestern Canada dur1ng 1ts h1stor1c fur trade era, rough]y-
the perlod of t1me from 1780 to 1820 Nhen referr1ng to the h1stor1c fur
~ trade’ era Rugg]es stated that '"there was no such reg1on as Nesternd
.dCanada, but on]y a’ conger1es of var1ous 111 def1ned spaces wh1ch bore_

various names such as 1e Pays d en Haut Rupert S Land the west Ma1n, o

24
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the North Ma1n, Buffa]o Country, and SO on .1 Rugg]es does not suggest o
‘which of these terms best descr1bes the reg1on h1stor1ca11y

Narkent1n in his 1ntroduct1on to The . Western Inter1or of Canada,z..h

also deals w1th the prob]em of what to cal] the reg1on _ He 1nd1cates}.
that trad1t1ona1]y the fur traders used the term "North-west to
kdes1gnate the area but that th1s 1s no 1onger va11d because 1t 1s be1ng.
used to descr1be the Mackenz1e and Yukon bas1ns. As 1nd1cated by the

| .
title of his book, warkent1n chose to use the tern Nestern lnter1or of

Canada . This term, though descr1pt1ve of the area frOm a modern"’

perspect1ve does not descr1be the area 1n h1stor1c terms.‘ Any term used
to descr1be accurate1y the area under study wou]d have to 1nc1ude
E reference to the fact that- the area was part of Br1t1sh North Amer1caa
that 1t was northewest of the Br1t1sh co10n1es on the eastern coast of.
1 North Amer1ca, that 1t occup1ed a. port1on of thé vast 1nter1or p1a1nb
h’stretch1ng from the Gu]f of Mex1co to the Arct1c 0cean,Aand that 1t was '
o also a part of the rugged Canad1an Shze]d surround1ng Hudson Bay In any;
épract1ca1 sense 1t would be 1mposs1b1e to 1nc1ude a11 of the above 1n a_
‘ s1ng]e usab]e descr1pt1ve term. For the purposes of th1s thes1s the area R

'w111 s1mp1y be. referred to as the 'Nestern Inter1or.»(Map 3 1)

’ mThe beograpn1ca1 Settlng

i . A
- The spec1f1c area under study in this thesis 1% not the tota] area of

} the Nestern Inter1or ‘ Instead '1t 1nc1udes on]y the upper port}ons of
the Mackenz1e, Saskatchewan, and the Churcha]] dra1nage‘ bas1ns. iIheA
upper port1on of the Mackenz1e system ls made up of the S]ave R1v/p,,

~Peace R1ver Athabasca R1ver and Lake Lesser S]ave Lake, Lac la B1che



26

T ]JJJ .mmz.»»b:um ulayinos Y
e ealy .>u3w UJaYyUON /R
IO_mwl_.Z_ me.rmm>> m_I._.

AHOLIVE WOA 7 )
P \
. A\
AHOLIVA YUHOBNAHD g
H 1 _uuumnnﬁ

Arg uospNH : \\ e N




27

/
/

. l . . ’ \v‘"‘ '
and numerous smaller rivers, creeks, and Jakes. The upper reaches of the

Saskatchewan drainage basin include the North and -South Saskétchewan
Rivere, Battle River, Red Deer -River, Bow River, Oldman River, and a
myriad of smaller lakes anh streams. Also 1nc]hded'within the Etudy'area
is.a‘sma]1 hortidn of.the Churchi]] drajnage system representeq hy the

" Beaver and La Loche\Riveré.

Cole Harris and John Warkentin, 1in their book Canada Before

Confederat1on A Study in Historical Geographxs, stated' that "centra1

to an understand1ng of the geography of-the interior is the ex1stence of
twq contrasting'natura1 realms, grassland and forest, and the trans1t1on
\zone between them of aspen. groves and prairie meadows - a belt of
| park]and up to one . hundred m11es wide. f4 -
) The 1nter1or to which Harr1s and Warkentin refer stretches from
Hudson Bay on the east to the Rocky Mountains on the west and from. 49
‘North to 60° North Other scho]ars, in part1cu1ar Ruggles, have- tended
.- to include in the1r descr1pt1ons of the Western Interior large areas’
north of 60°. . Regard]ess of -1ts extent, 'Fhe_ fact remains that the
Western Interior is made up of three distintt-vegetation zones:'foreét;:
park1and and grass]ands The éfea of study'vfor -this thesis,. though

“cons1derab1y less than the total area of- the Nestern Inter1or, -does. cover

-portions'of each of these three regwohs.(Map 3-2)

Forest

The forest reg1on, wh1ch makes up not on]y the 1argest port1on of the -

, Western Inter1or,- is’ a]so its most norther]y It is conSIdered

'd1st1nct1ve because of the presence of 1arge areas covered by con1ferous
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.
trees (Jack Pine, B]ack Spruce, Tamarack) interspersed w1th sma11er areasv

of dec1duous trees (Pop]ar, Aspen). The presence of 1arge game an1mals,

‘at least when compared to the Parkland or grass]ands, ‘could only be .

p -
considered as sparse. 5 Wh11e an1ma1s such as Wood B1son, Deer,v Elk,

Woodland . Car1bou, and Moose were found throughout the forested region of .
the ‘Western Interior there were * much highers popu]at1ons of smal] game _
animals such as rabbit and beaver. Most importantly for the hmerand1ans,
at least as a source of food, was the presence ot ]arge numbers of fish
in the numerous lakes and streams in the region.

Climatically the forest region is. the co]dest and most moist of the
three vegetation reg1ons of the Western Interior. The winters tend to be
1ong and cold w1th few breaks from the sub ~Zero temperatures. The summer
“is usua]]y short and re]at1ve]y coo] compared to the more southerly
portions of the Western Interior. Even though the forest region. receives
only marginally more precipitation than the Prairie or Parkland the
.relatively . cooler year- round temperatures result 1in a s]ower _rate of
evaporat1on and thus more water is ava11ab1e for vegetat1on growth. |

One of . the most 1mportant factors that 1nf1uenced the landscape of
the Forest Region is the presence, at least in the .northeastern half of '
._the western Interior‘ of a wide band of glaciated' metamorphic rocks
‘commontly refered to as the Canadian Shield. The surface of  this. area,
which extends_from Hudson Bay to within seven hundred kllometres of the
Rocky Mountains, 1srmost commonly character1zed by its "“interrupted and

disorganized drainage‘pattern."6
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Grasslands ' ‘ : ]
The Grass]ands Regioh 1s characterized by the presence of a gradat1on
from short grass in the driest central portion to long grass in the less

dry. areas nearest the Parkland. w1th1n the forner section sage and

A

cactus also occur along with areas of vwillow and cottonwood trees

adjacent to permanent bodies of water. In direct cor*rast with thei

Forest Region there existed on the Grass]andstre1at1ve1y few small game

" animals but large numbers of Plains Bison, Antelope, and ElK.

The climate of the Grasslands Region is characterized by hot, dry
summers and winters that alternate between extreme cold and relative

rmth. This.is the result of a- constant]y fluctuating Arctic cold front

'"whtch a]Jows warm Pacific air to occasionally enter the region from the

west.  The small amount of precipitation that does fall within the

Grass]ands Region tends to evaporate quickly due to the excessive heat of
summer and the drying winds of wwiterX '
Geo]og1ca1}y theL Grasslands Region s under]ain hy ftat—]ying
sedimentary beds capped by g]ac1a1 ti1l and glacio- 1acustr1ne depos1ts
The 1andscape,vhaving deve]opeq on these generally flat-lying deposits,
is one thatrpresents a more regular drainage pattern than that of the

area underlain by the Canadian Shield. The rivers, many of which have

their headwaters in the glaciers of the Rocky Mounta1ns to the west,

- meander gently across the plains within deep]y 1nc1sed valleys. Some of

these valleys functioned during the last period of cont1nenta1 glaciation
as 1arge spillway channe]s for glacial meltwater. Teday large numbers of

these spillway va11eys do not contain rivers or are dra1ned on]y by small
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misfit streams. These' spillway channels are steep sidéd; deep, .f1at
bottomed valleys, many of which exceed rone .k11§metre in width. Evén
though the amount of annual rainfall for the Grasslanﬁs Region is small,
“there does exist some free-standing water, at least ddning the spring and
‘eaf1y summer months, in the numerous sloughs which are npt part of any
integrated drainage systém. The seasonal presence of free-standing
bodies of water, a dependable supply of water in the g]acfa11y fed rivers
- of the reg%on, a]ong.with the grass, enabled large herds of Bison to

thrive on what would otherwise have been an inhospitqblg,]aﬁdscape.

Parkland

The Parkland Region fs a ‘transitionaf Yegetation zone, situated
between the Grassland and the Foresf Regions,. which incorporated
characteristics of both these - regions. This is. an area \where the
"prairie" presents a slow gradation, over perhaps serveral hundred
ki]omet}és, from grassland into a forest dominated by coniferous trees.
The mofe southerly parts of the Parkland would cont§in large éreas of
grass with small stands of aspen and poplar, the 1$tter generally close
to the numerous sloughs that dot the prairie landscape. The more
northerly areas would be characterized by small prairie meadows 1ocated\
within nearly contiguous stands of .aspen and pop]af}r In contrast to the
short grasslands of the semi-arid south, the gfasées here were much

bl

taller.

. The Historical Setting

In 1670 the Hudson's-Béy Ccmpany, a British fur tradjhg company, Wwas



32

éiven the.exclusive right to all trade and commerce within those lands
dra1ned by r1vers f]ow1ng into Hudson Bay and which had not been granted
to or possessed by other '‘Christian' states. ‘The means by which trade
was conducted between the employees of the Company and the Amerindian
peop]e of the region .was 're1at1ve1y‘ simpie. Trading posts were
established on Hudson Bay at the mouths of the major rivers that emptied
into the Bay. Here the Company ‘servants' waited for the native people
to bring their furs to -exchange for European manufactured goode.- This
system of trade did not require the traders 1o have an intimate knowledge
of the Interior. | |

During the one hundred years pridr to the 1770s, when the English had
established a trading system based on Hudson Bay, the French were
establishing a trading system hased on the St; Lawrence River and the
Great Lakes. This system, based on travel. by the French into the
Interior to trade directly with the natives, was developed primarily as a
result of the distance between the area where the furs were trapped by
the natives and the established French colony on‘the St. Lawrence. The
natives would never have considered undertaking such a trip to obtain
European goods when travel to the Bay was, by comparison, relative]y
~simp1e As 111ustrated by Map 3-3 there "quite naturally deve1oped a
certain amount of compet1t1on between the two trading systems. As the
. French moved farther 1n1and beyond the Great Lakes they began to trade
with Natives who would normally have taken their furs to the English on

LY

the Bay. .

During the 17405, in dwrect response to the French lnterference with

their established trade linkages, the English began to trave] inland .t
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tp trade directly with the Natives but to attempt to convince them to
continue coming to the Bay to trade. This travel inland established a
. condition of dependence by the English on the geographical knoﬁ]edge of
the Amerindian people who.were théin guides on thesé éar]j tripS.V‘This

dependence on geographical knowledge, which the French had deve]opéd'at

an early stage in their trade, was to continue to grow in importance as -

the competition between the two‘trading'systems increased.

The Metis

The two tradiné systems, one based on Hudson Bay and the other on the

St. Lawrence/Great Lakes, were well established by the mid-1700s. Within

each system there emerged a distinctive set of communities known as

r

"Freemen". These individuals were the result of the 'marriage' of

migrant males and indiginous Indian females. 'The redu]ting communities

were often referred to as ‘'halfbreed' within the N.W. Co. trading system

and 'metis' within the French system. These individuals were to play an

increasingly importan;’ role in the fur trade as the “intermediaries

between the European and Amerindian people. Within the Hudson Bay

trading system these people were a result of the interaction between the

Crees 1iving near the Company posts on the Bay, often referred to as the

'Homeguard Crees', and the English employees of the Company. MWithin the

- St. Lawrence/Great Lakes trading system the mixed-bloods were a result of

- the interaction between the French 'voyageur' and the various native

groups with whom they associated. In each trading system the
mixed-bloods became the buffer between the vastly different cuiltures of

the European fur trader and the Amerindian people.



35

The Move Iniand

In 1759 the French were defeated on the Plains of.Abraham and with
this defeat their 1ong estab11shed trading system co]lapsed : For the
Hudson's Bay Company, the defeat of the French made it appear that they
would once again have exc]usive rights to the fur trade in Br1t1sh North
America. It quickly became'apparent'that the.Eng]ish.of the Hudson Bay
trading system faced even stiffer competition in the Interior as the St.
Lawrence/treat Lakes trading system was taken over by the Colonial
British of Canada. These Colonial Brifigh were often referred to by the
English on -Hudson Bay as ‘pedlars’. i

Dur1ng the early 1760s attempts were made by the Governors of the
" Hudson's Bay Company at regu]at1ng the fur trade w1th1n the St;
Lawrence/Great Lakes trading system. These regulations were meant- ‘to
1es§en the effects of competition on the profitapility of the trade. By
the;mid—17605vit became apparent that any regulations concerning the fur
tra’e in the Interior would be 1mposs1b1e to enforce. In Apri] of 1768
the| fur trade was declared unrestr1cted and open. This move resulted in
very» extensive competft1on between the Hudson Bay 'British and the
Colonial Br%tisn of Montreal. It forced the Governors of the Hudson.'s
Bay Company to reconsider their policy of waiting on the Bay for natives
to bring their furs in for trade. The natives- wereﬁ able to obtain
European ‘trade goods from the pedfars without having to trave] great
distances to the Bay.

In 1774 Samuel Hearne established fhe first inland post for the

Hudson's Bay Company. This post, called Cumberland House, was



established on a lake now referred to as Cumberland Lake, a part of the
Saskatchewan drainage syste. The estab11shment “of th1s 'n]and: post
represented a maJor shift in trading policy by ‘the Hudson S Bay Company.

More importantly, at least as far as this thesis 1s concerned, it

,represents a major change in the degree to which the English . depended ;
' upon the native people of the -Inter1or Pr1or to moving 1n1and the
English could be supplied with a certain amount of the1r prov1s1ons
d1rect1y from England. There was some food supp11ed by the 'Homeguard'
Indians living c1ose to the posts on the Bay.: The :Br1t1sh were not
totally dependent upon -these natives for their Survival prior to mouing

1n1and After establishing posts in the Inter1or, the Engl1sh found that
these posts had to be supp11ed with a re11ab1e source of- prov1s1ons. It
was into this prov151on1ng niche that “the up]and‘ Crees, who had
previously p]ayed the role of middlemen in the trade-on the Bay, found
| themselves thrust. Arthur Ray, in his 1972 arttc]e‘ pub1ished in the

Canadian Geographer, exam1nes the changes that occurred in the annual

Cree cycle of activity with the establishment of inland posts by the
- Hudson's Bay Company. Ray suggests that prior to the 17605 a typical
band of Cree Indians wou]d have spent each winter hunting b1son and
trapping furs in the park]and belt and as the spring approached they
would have moved back to the forest to fish and. bude canoes in
preparat1on for the long summer trip to the Bay. The return tr1p to the
parkland took place during the fa]] Ray goes on to state that:

a]though the above observations are 11m1ted to groups which

had direct trading contact with .the Hudson's Bay Company

posts, there is evidence which indicates that the seasonal
movements of groups back and forth between the parklands and

woodiands were common to other bands as well.
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These seasonal movements over long distances by the Cree Indians were
dependent upon /a, high]y developed geographical knowledge of the
Western Interfor. |

In 1783 the Colonial Brftish 6f Canada banded together to form the
Nofth West Cohpany.. This brovéd to be a'sign%ficant escaTation in the
competition bet&eenvthe two tréding systemg.- As a direct result of
this fierce competition for the furs of the Natives inhaﬁjting the
Western Interior there developed, within 'bbth, trading systems, the
need to obtain "exclusive" knowledge of the Interior and thus to gain
some advantage in the trade. "For trade to be carried out
efficient]y; it’soon became imperative- that accurate maps be qrawn,
;howing routes and location of posts".sl |
| In 1778, perhaps in anticipation ofgthié Ardbiem, the Hudson's Bay

' :
Company hired a surveyor named Philip Turior. With his hiring "the
Hudson's Bay Company introduced vhigh caripgraphic standards to thé
charting of the Western Interior of Canada“.9 ,After a number of
. years surveying on his own in the Western Interior Turnor took on a
young man named David Thompson as an apprentice. Thompson had been
recruited by the Hud§on's Bay Company'in England in 1784 while only i4
years of age. From .1784 to 1788 Thompson speht time at Chﬁrchi]l
Fgétory, York Faétory, Manchester House, Cumber]and‘House and, most
importantly, the wintef‘ of 1788 with the Piegan Indians on thé
grasslands. In late 1788 Thompson broke hisJ1eg. The break was very
severe and took several yéars to mend. It was during this -period of

time when he was unable to participate in the‘rigorous work of the fur

trade that he began his training as a surveyor under Philip Turnor.

§
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In 1790, with the anticipated move of the Hudson's Bay Company
into the Athabasca country, Philip Turnor was instructed to begin
surveys in that afea. Turnor delayed beginning these . surveys untilt
the fall of 1790. This dé]ay was.probably related to the need' for
| Thompson's leg to heal completely. ‘By Septémber of 1790 it becane_
apparent that Thompson would not be able to assist Turnor on the
survey of the Athabasca country. iTurnor'nas forced to take a young
man named Peter Fid]er. -

Fidler, who had signed with the Hudson's Bay Company in 1788 as a
1abourér, spent his firét sommer's employment at York Factory. In
1789 he was sent inland to Manchester House and subsequently in
Decémber_of 1789 sent‘to South Branch House as a "writer" =~ It is
‘obvious from this that he must have- received a better n -erage
education while in Eng]and, It was a combination of his education and
mathematical aptitude that enabled him to begin, 1in May of 1790,
training as a surveyor under Philip Turnor; With.only a few months'
training Fidler wa3 chosen, ‘over the still crfpp]ed Thompson, to
assist Turnor 1nvhis survey of the Athabasca country. Thompson had‘
spent more than a year in preparat1on for the. Athabasca survey, and-it
was simply through bad luck that he was passed over for this task. It
is not difficult to image a certain amount ~of personal an1mosit}l
between F1d1er and Thompson as a resu]t

| F1d1er spent almost two years in the. Athabasca country, returning
to York Factory in the summer of 1792. In the fall of,1792 he was
~sent inland to winter with the Piegan Indian in the area south and .

west of modern-day Calgary. This is another instance where Dav1d
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Thompson had been passed over for an important'surxeying task. During
the time when Fidler was on the Plains Th&mpson .cbnducted some
additional surveys in the Athabasca Country. Thompson failed to
complete his survey of an alternate route to Lake Athabasca and
appears to have lost the support of his emp]oyeﬁs.,_ln_1797 he left
the Hudson's Bay Company to become ﬁead surveyor for the North West
Company, a positibn which he held ti]] 1811. Fidler continuéd to work
for the Hudson's Bay Company, surveying the area around Las'1a Biche
in 1799, building Chesterfield House on the South Saskatchewan River
in 1800 and conducting additional surveys around Fort Chipewyan
between 1802 and 1806. Fidler retired from the fur trade in 1822.

Fidler and Thompson, during their overlapping years of employment
by the HUdson's Bay Company had, as nearly as can be determined from
the surviving evidencé, dfrect contsct with each other only during a
few short months in the summer of 1790. There is no indicatfon from
-the journals of eithér of these individuals that they were aware of
each other's presence in the Western In;erior. This thesis will ip
part base some of ‘its conclusions up&n tﬁe- assumption thét both
personal riValry, and rivalry between the Hudson's Béy Company and the
Northwest Company, kept these two men from communicafing direct]y with
_each other.

-In Chapter Four it will be shown that while conduct1ng surveys of.
the same areas and, on occasion, during the roughly the same period of
“time, Thompsdn .and Fidler used, in almost all cases, the same
geograbhica] names for the features they were surveying. -If there was

no direct communication betwean these twc men, then the common source
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of geographical information must have been the Amerindian people who

guided each of these surveyors. This information was critical to the

success of the trade within any given'érea and it is thus unlikely

that this information was exchanged between the employees of these

rival companies.
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Chagter 4
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES ANALYSIS

The format for the presentation of data, which makes up the butk of
this chapter,' is to review the names a]phabet1ca1]y py their off1c1a1
name, f1rst for the southern area and then for the northern area (Map
4-1). After each name is the number or numbers for the maps upon which
each feature appears. The latitude and longitude for each feature, rtaken
from the current Gazetteer of Canada Series for Alberta and Saskatchewan,

J
is also given. The h1stor1c names, as they appear in the Journals and on

the maps of Peter Fidier and Dav1d Thompson, are then 'd1scussed in

detail. The decision to examine two separafe areas within the . threé

natural vegetation zones of the Western Interior was primari]y;based upon

the desire to simplify the analysis of the data. The Northern Section is

made up mostly of forest ..th a small amount of barkland while tne‘
Southern Section ’covérs primarily grass1and wiih a ;ma]].jérea of

parkland. The assumption was.méde that the greatest difference§ in némes

and naming would occur between the Forest Region and thé Grassland - -
Region, not bépween the;e and the Parkland Region,

Following the presentation of-data for each area theré appear a
number of tables. These tables, numbered one through seven, are an
attempt to graphically illustrate the' corre]at1on between the names shown
by Thompson and Fidler; between the modern and historic names; and, most
importantly, between these names and the native.]anguage of the area in

which they are found.

4]
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v _ Southern Area

Beaver Creek (Map 4-2)

49° 38' North 113° 42' West _
" Fidler's "Ak ko mock ki map"?(Map 4-3) :labels this creek as
"Steep rock river" with the added notation "where Buffaio fall before and

_ , \
break their skulls in piecest. This same name is a]so-shqu\on a similar

map of the area in Fidler's Chipewyan Journa] (Map 4-4). It is 1ike1y

that this Ind1an map is the or1g1na1 and was subsequent]y copled 1nto his

1789-1804 Journa1 : .

<L

This creek is very close to.a major bison- k111 site currentTy known

vvés “Head- Smashed-1In Buffalo Jump This jump, which cons1sts of a steep ~
cliff, over which bison were driven to their deaths, was likely st1T1
functioning when Peter Fidler visited the area in, féO] and 1802.
Cons1der1ng the name and ‘its qualifier it 1is 11ke]y-aitranslation gf a
Blackfoot name describing the creek in relation to the nearby k111 s1te'
Fidler does not directly mention this kill site a]though he does descr1be

several other sites in the general area.

The explanation of the origin of the name Beaver Creek, as given. in

Place Names of Alberta3 is that it is a trans]afion, of the Blackfoot

name "kakghikstakiskway" which literally means "where the beaver cuts

 wood". The Blackfoot word for Beaver is "ksiskstak1"4.

David Thompson does not indicate a name for this feé;uré., :



44

< ’ :
. q}f’A \
oee‘ .
o &
@«
Devils, Head Mountaln - ’
o O
: A =3
8, S . [
o“’&’/‘,e o\ﬁ’ &

1

Chief Mountain

Map42

ro

40 80km
fi )

~ JBuffalo Lake
"/Buffalo Tail Creek

N,
_ 2= Nose Hill NS
Pt T ! AN
Ju Q- \ \
KO o
(O - N — e
e\o // Rl\/er > P N i~ ~ L -
_ gheeP — N . S ’
\//\-" /‘\/“ \%‘L %\V
Mgbwood ?‘N e (X\“e(/ /
e \Z -
X ~ \\\a} \3 3§r\_) \
= .
N , /
) U, 3 ‘- ¢
e - %— R//io( \\‘L ﬁ/'ve, « \\ \3\6\ (
\ ) 1
o e ! N qut
\ . e ~ ) GOV~
. 2 S, G n i ~ River /7
R RPNt
/__8_‘(5/765( \\ Q ; « ,/ .
:)/ { ,S) Cypress klis
— I !
2z o TR ==
g
(o) %'\ /Qé\ \\ii -  Mokowan Ridge
2N

SOUTHERN STUDY AREA

x )
>Pakowk: Lake

AT
N

\




45

haste Aot a'ded &

Tans Tay) lon, g vy v

.Y

Yy gy e 00 oy
; \\.,l .~\.~u. w-\ l?- e
A

Yover Lo was

LR N2)

e R T

‘dv\.‘t \q \\Kﬂw\\ rhoyy Limy w W\

VoA sy .

&y 1M OB P Ay P, e LA A V4
Ay VD\:\.\ ..::*hv A\m‘ 174
27y pyv ¢ Pl wen

S e e $
R R

1y v

yred .K( }. *\.«‘_ XY, N

ey

2N y) - - \n\...:\\ V7R
5 BRI A

St i o

I/
‘ .l.\ v WS mey pq N
APy e sesecy g
o R 2 ] SRkt AN e
‘S e ey we e -~
. 7 eprvs ey g

AT e - me Mg '§ y

s Hlesecsen,

2%

Y e ey e - ¢
vp OO SN
\vllv ‘\ ] ‘h.s\"\ B T \ o
\\

re

.\..‘ %-. a0 .:\\..\\. ~\\, A.ﬂ (,...(\

-

\ -

L

/

Indian 13C2

ckfoot

N
!

Map 4-3

Indian Map Drawn by Ak ko wee ak 2 B

(Hudson'

104)

s Bay Company Archives E.3/2 fo.




eyl e g

e

Y TR

c s P> eryy/ n
vrr - .\.\v\v\\u rev u vav S 4
- ERRTAL AV SR P I )
. ; O
: 3\\«( 453 \3\ (\(w\ s g/
. ~ss 2v S/
, Yy AR 2/
- *\t f\ ’ ~V~\., 2% dwv\r,«.,\% ~ A.-\
d\\\ﬂ\l\,.&-‘l ~1\v!;v~.\..\, Q\.J\ W )
—y e ey
Sy I ey ey
o~ s> sy §
Y wp
w28
g e v Lo
rA\.wv.‘Tn\.\\dNXQa 9
~ ry )l\n\.uc.\\-(ﬂ
Yty
Woy 00 7 w4 g
\.J\s g ALLON

vt by vy f

x

it 24 v 1-\ - ‘ \
7 ; \ /

-4 Sketch map of Red Deer and Bow Rive

)

s Bay Company Archives B.39/a

Tk
@
-
O
ad
L.
-
Q
pu]
QU
9 ©
TN
> o
L0
&
[T
e N
[1 B
[ Y

{Hudson'

Map 4



Belly River/Lower Oldman River (Map 4-2)

49° 57' North 111° 42" West
Modern application of the names Belly River and Uldman River is
4 consideraDTy different from that of one hundred years.ago. Prior ‘to a
change 1in app]icatiqn of these nemes in the 19105, the Oldman River was
considered to be the 1esser of the two rivefs and was therefore shown on
the maps as f]ow1ng into the Belly R1ver west of the modern-day City of
Lethbridge. The Belly River then cont1nued on to Jo1n the Bow’ R1ver in’
forming the South Sa§katchewan River. Modern application is the reverse
of this. The Belly River now flows into the Oldman River and the 0ldman
 joins the Bow to form the South Saskatcﬁewah;River. |

That portion of the river below the junctid% of the Oldman and
.Be11y‘R1vers (i.e. the lower Oldman River) ie named on Fidler's
“"Ak ko moock ki Map"s(Map 4—3)‘ as "Moo koo wan Kiver" while that
portion of the river above the junctiops is shown as "StiTmex,e p1§$on"
River. Thompson's “Map,.."6(Map 4:5) uses 'he single name "S;egmﬁkjske
Piskon" for the entire length of the fzature. _iteral trans1at1ons7 of
these Blackfoot names ‘show a partial pss®ive dorre]atlon between the
native -names and the modern names. "Moo koo wan" is literally ' be]]y ,
the name used by the Blackfoot Indians to describe the{r " Indian
" neighbours to ‘the eest.Qho are eurrent}y referred to as the Gros Ventre
Indians;v The Blackfoot words “Stimﬁix‘ e Wpiscoq"@jorf as Thompson

i
~

transcribed it "Steemuk ske‘Piskdn“, is literally “bull buffato jump".

Place Names of A]berta8 ‘misinterprets these words as . meaning
"bult-head”. There 1is “no  creek or river 1in south-western Alberta

identified by this name.



Map 4-5 Portion of David Thompson's 1813-1814 map
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Big Hill Creek (Map 4-2)

51° 11" North 114° 29' West

This small stream, thch flows past the Site of the historic
Cochrane Rénche(sic),'is shown as "ooms siﬁ épe; on F1d1er s "Ak ko mock
ki map"g(Map 4-3). The v]itera] meaning 6f this B]ackfoot name is

w10

“picture rock It is rumoured there were once Indian pictographs on

the sandstone outcroppings along this stream. Verification of this comes

from George Dawson's Géo]bgica]»Survey of Canada Rebort on Progress for
-1885. Appendix II of this Report 1ists the Blackfoot names for a number
of features in south-western Alberta and‘inc1udes the listing: "Picture
Rocks {on stream at Big Hill above Ca]garj) . e om1s1nah"]] |
_David{%hompson does nbot indicate a-name for this stream.

The name Big Hi11l Creek 1s descriptive of the creeks  position

relative to Big Hill, also a descriptive name.

Blindman River (Map 4-2)

520 22" North 113° 46' West

Both  Thompson's “Map..."]Z(Map 4-5) and"' Fidler's | “Sketch
map..."]3(Map 4-6) refef ~to this river as "No]f River" It. would
appear that this feature was known by this name for at 1east a short
period of time prior to 1800. On September 19, 1799 James B1rd, in his

Edmonton_House Journa] for 1799- 180014 wrote:

At 7 a.m. we set off, rode till 2'p.m;'then camped at the side
of a small river called the Wolfes River . .

’

Bird was on a cross-country trip, by horse, from Fort Edmonton to

Acton House (Rocky Mountain House) along a traitKnewn as the "Wolfe'sy
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Track". This trail led south from Edmonton House, swung around the
south end of Gull Lake and continued west to Acton House. This trail

and the geographical features along it were to become well known among

!

the fur traders. of the region. Fisher's Rocky Mountain House Journal

15

for 1828-29 descr%bes crossing the "Rivier  du Bois Planter”(sic)
prior to reaﬁhing ‘the “Riyer de la Loge de Medicine", our modern
Medicine River, on the ;yéﬁfe's Tfack"‘from Edmonton to.Rocky Mountain
House. s '

On the séme track one year later Fi_sher]6 records that he
crossed the "Rivier du Borgne" prior to reaching the "Medecine
River". The French word "borgne" is usedAto indicate Soméope who has

one blind eye or is only half-blind. Place-Names of- Alberta indicates

that the name "Blindman". is a translation of the Cree "pas-ka-poo" and
that it was "so named by the Crees because a war party,huhting in that

w17 Tne 1iteral translation  given by

vicinity became snow blind
Anders'on]8 -for the Cree word "pas-kafpoo" is "he is_.blind". When
‘translating the Cree hame for this.featuﬁe the French had a word fhat
adequately éonveyed the . acept of the partial or temporary blindness
known as snow-b]indnéss. The closest translation in the Eng]ién
Janguage was "blindman” which ‘at pest is an incomplete translafion;
There 1is no indicafion why> the name for this feature changed from

“Wolfs River" in 1799 tb»,“Rivier ldu Bois Planter" (Planted Woods

River) in 1829 to "Rivier du Borgne" in 1830.
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Bow River/South Saskatchewan River (Map 4-2)

500 55' North 109° 54' West

One of the earliest references to a name for this feature comes

frgm Fidler's Journal of a Journey]g. On December 19th, 1792 Fidler
gl .

wtbte:
. arrived upon the Banks of the Bad River - by the.
Southern Indians called As kow seepee - and by the Muddy river
Indians Na ma kay sis sa ta or the Bow' hills river - these
Hills run in a parallel direction with the Rocky Mountain from
their Northern termination near the Devils head and there
South end terminates at the banks of this river . .

Turnor's "1794 map"?0 of Western Canada Jabels this river as the

"Naw maw hasis, a tow Ishow or Bad River".
_ Peter Fidler was aware of at 1least ‘two. native names for this
feature and chose to use, On his maps and in his Journals, the

translation of the Cree “As kow seepee" meaning “gad Kiver". This

name continued to be used by employees of the Hudson's Bay Company

until well into the 1810s. Thomas Heron's Report on District for
21

Chesterfield House™ , which was sent to George SimpSon; Governor of

the Hudson's Bay Company in 1823, refers to this river as the Bow

River. An explanation of the origin of the name "“Bad" is given by

22

James Bird in A Short Account of Edmonton District 1815 where he

states that

. the last mentioned River [Bad River] has acquired its
name from the extreme rapidity of its current and its numerous
rapids which together with its Southerly dourse prevents its
freezing firmly over in winter, and it is therefore subjéct to
sudden and dangerous breaking of the ice .

~

Further examination of subsequent District Reports for Edmonton.

‘indicate that by the early 1820s the name Bow River had been

.
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e .
substituted for "Bad River". :

This change of'naﬁe can probably be attributed to the infleence
that the employees "of the North West Company had on the Hudson's Bay
Company after the 1821 amalgamation. Thompson's  “Map.. “ZJ(Map
4-5), produced for the North-west Company,‘labe]s the river as the
“Bow River" which is essentially a shortened form of Peter Fidler's

“Bow hills r1ver noted above.

The name. South Saskatchewan River has on]y been p]aced on that
portion of the river be]ow the junction on the Bow and 01dman R1vers
in recent times. It {s an extention on the Cree name
'kis-is-ska-tche-wan', @eaning ‘swift current', from a lower pdrtion

of the same river.

Buffalo Lake (Map 4-2)

529 27' North 112° 54' West
The earliest reference to the name Buffalo Lake * comes from

Fid]ér's Journal of a Journey over Land from Buckingham House to the

Rocky Mountain in 1792 and 3243 Fidler simply mentions the name igﬁgx“

passing and does not’ give an exact location for it. The first
indication of this Tlake's location comes from Turnor's - ™1794
map"25. _fid]er's "Ki 00 cus map"Zb(Map 4—7)‘1abels the lake as "E
new o kee, Buffalo Lake". The B]aekfoot word for Buffalo 1is

“eini"27; Dawson's Regort28 ‘indicates that Buffalo Laké is known

as "ini'oghkee" while Place-Names of 'A]bertazg attributes the name

to the translation of the Cree word. "mustus” which, -according to

Anderson30 Cis  literally "cow". The Cree word for buffalo is
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"puskwaw-mostos” or literally "prairie-cow".

Thompson's "Map...“3] clearly labels this lake as Buffalo Lake.:

Chief Mountain (Map 4-2)

48° 55' North 113° 37' West
Fidter, on December 31st, 1792, wrote

. went SSW 6 miles and set on high cliff on the Eastern
edge of the Rocky Mountain, S43°FE, about 25 miles off called
by these Indians Nin nase tok que or the ¥ing, and by the
Southern Indian the Goveggor of the Mountain being the highest
place they know of . . .

w33 which would tend to

The Blackfoot word for Chief s “ninau
confirm Dawson's>? translation of -“nina-stokis” as Chief Mountain.
Clearly "Chief",” "King" and “Governor" are 'all translations of the

. same native word for the mountain.

David Thompson does not indicate a name for this feature.

Crowsnest River (Map 4-2)

49° 36' North 114° 03' West |
- Botﬁ Fidler's "Ak ko mock ki map"35(Map 4-3) and ‘his “Sketch
map;.;"36' indicate that this feature 1s knowh by the Blackfoot
Indians as "“a paypis con". The literal translation of this name 15

“winter weasel buffalo jump"37. Place-Names of A]berta38, under

the ]1§ting for Crowsnest, indicates that the name is a translation of
the BTéckfoot'WOrd “ma-sto-eeas". The obviou§ negative correlation
between what the river was called in the early 1800s and the present
name; which is apparent]y a trans]atioh of a Blackfoot word, is

explained by the footnote under Crowsnest in Place-Names of Alberta:

oy
5

Pt

LT
L
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The present Crowsnest mountain is in lat. - 499 42', 1long
1149 35'. The original mountain, however, to bear the name-
may have been some 18 miles further east according to a
statement of Mr. R. N. Wilson, for many years Indian agent on
thé Blood Indian reserve, who wrote (1918): -.'About 22 years
ago the aged Blood Chief, Ermine Horse or- Blackfoot -
01d-Woman, guided me to the scene of the murder of two white
miners, by himself and some companions in his early life. He -
had stated that it was a[t] crow's nest but, to my surprise,.
headed for .a high, isolated and prominent nill standing
between ‘the Porcupines and the Rockies and -some few m¥les
north and east of the Eastern entrance to the Crow's Nest
Pass. He said this is what the -Indians called the Crow's Nest
(1iterally speaking, the raven's _home) pointing to the
timbered rocky top. I questioned him about the pass and what
the whites call the Crow's Nest mountain, to which ‘he replied
that perhaps is the white man's talk. We Indians know but one
Crow's Nest and this is it, and waving his arm about all
Indians refer to this locality as the Crow's Nest country,
. which would account for ghe name being extended to - the
neighbouring river and pass.33 ' '

David Thompson does not indicate a name for this feature.

Cypress Hills (Map 4-2)

49° 34' North 110° 08' West

*

This feature is first referred.to by its Blackfoot name {n 1801-2

when Fidler wrote:

December 4, [1801] Friday. Sent four men to get pitch about
“eighty miles off at the I ah kim me coo hill, no pines nearer
this place. Sent a Blackfoot along with them as guide.40 :

§

The spelling of this Blackfoot name varies considerably between

different sources. In 1885 _Dawsona] indicated that the Blackfoot

word for the Cypress ‘Hills is “3i-ekue-ekwe" but does not offer a

42

~ translation for the name. Uh]enbeqk, and VYan Gulik . spe11 it

‘"aiikimmiko" and explain that tﬁis literally means “striped earth"
thch@yuq]d be descriptive of the high1y>visib1e stratigraphy of the
s S, . SM ,

5
3

H1"Hs.'w
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4
o

‘Fid]er's "Ak -ko mock ki map"43

(Map 4-3) gives the spelling as
"] e kin mee coo" while his "Ki 00 cus nap"44(Map 4-7) shows it as
"I am kim mee coo - h111 good pine and fur" Heron's - District

1

Report45 makes . pa551ng reference to the Cypress Hills being called

"F1r Mounta1ns

David Thompson does not 1nd1cate a name for th1s feature

The name Cypress is der1ved from "1e Cypress of the voyageurs

Devils.Head (Map 4-2) . o .

519 21" North 115° 16' MWest

~The only mention of this feature in ejther David Thompson's or

‘Peter Fidler's works comes from Fidler's Journal -of a Journey46

Ju:
"‘-‘1"

where he writes, under the date November 29, 31792:

ki “‘2\ L’ 0%, ’
nqg&‘ﬁz A remarkable High Cliff of the Rocky Mountains ca]]ed by our -7
: People the Devil's Head and by the Muddy river Indians O mock
! cow wat che mooks as sin or the Swans b111 bears' from hear
'S350W. ‘
“Turnor's "1794 map“47'sh0ws the name "0 mock kow wach e mook ass is

Devil's Head" for this feature.

g St L
S . : N

N
1ot
= i

Elbow River (Map 4-2) .

517 03" North 114% 02" West
Thompson's “Map.. "48(Map 4-5) 1abe1s this feature as "Ho kaik
shi". No explanatioen for th1s obv1ous1y nat1ve name could be found in
his Narrat1ve49 nor 1in any of h1s Journa?s ‘Translation of these
- words- was. not noss1b1e as they are e1ther no longer part of the

i

B]ackfoot 1anguage or were ¥ poor]y transcribed by Thompson from the
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Y

SN

Nat1ve form as to render them non transTatabTe - o e

; "50(

Fidler's "Ak ko mockt ki map Map 4-3) indicates.that 'the

feature was gaTTed “"ooche nay e p1s con" py the Blackfoot. The map-in

foT1o 92d of his Fort Chipewyan Post JournaTs] indicates that this‘

-

BTackfoot name - means "willow pond rlver .
. g s
The name Elbow 1s descriptive of a sharp bend in tNe r1ver and

rprobabTy dates from the late 30U

‘Grand Valley Creek (Map 4-2) o -ér /
k a',.' - B h
519 13" North 114° 34" West
J'FidTer's "Ak k1 mock map""52 refers. to th]s feature a& na t1 00

pox". "The Tvtera] trans]at1on of this BTackfoot name 15 w11d cat

- creek" 53 Thws stream is 1mmed1ate1y east of a feature present]y

\
\ -

referred "to as'"N1Td ‘Cat H1TTs - Dawson gives the BTackfoot name -for

bob cat is nata1o" 55 . .%f

R . o

the w11d Cat. H1TTs as natayo paghs1n 54. The BTackfoot word for

ot .
LN : ‘,x, H \

Dav1d Thompson does not 1nd1cate a name’ fof‘th1s feature

The names Grand Valley and Grand ValTey Creek date to ca. 1900 and

y are.descr1pt1veﬂ Ex 'ﬁ#f
o | | @}-ﬁi | }% s
o Gul Lake (Map 4- 2).
520 34" North 114 10U Mest U 3.,,!*"" -

W

_..56

”Thompson‘s "Map (Map 4-5) gives the-"name "Long Lake" for

. this feature wh1Te 2 T1beraT 1nterpretation of F1dTer s "Sketch

r'map;.'m§7 1nd1cates the name "Gull Lake for thi§ feature., Therep1s

SRR,
a . -
-

onTy a tentat1ve pos1t1ve correlation between F1dTer S "GuTF“Lake".andﬁi
. . .
A
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D,
the modern Gu]] Lake.’ On F1d1er s map the.=t2pce of the 1ake)1s close

to that of the present snape but its position relative to "Wolf Kiver"
,»- ‘ »Q.,

(Biwhdman R1§er) 1s wrong : Ne1thE% Thompson s nor Fidler's Journals

’:fofféﬁ‘an exp]ana‘1on of the names "Long" or "GuTl"

Map 4-2)

:*;?) 509 49" Korth 13° 47' ’Nest
The first. ment1onﬂof‘a name “for this feature comes . from Fidler' ;
“Journa1 of a Journey 58L‘ On December 14, 1792 he wrote
arrived at‘ the Spitcheye€ river . .-1'.“593392 Thompson's '
iuMap.”.u6O(Map 4-5) ;indioates lthat'. this .feature_ is ca]]eo.
MJSpitCneeff Botthioler'g éAk ko mock.ki map"6T an'his “Skeioh map

iﬁnthat HJghwood is: a

of - the Red Deer .and Bow River areas}..“62(

. ‘ : o
"Spitcheyee" for this feature.

Map -4-4) show the name

~The ]1tera1 translation of - the Blackfoot: word "Spitchee" or

o Sp1tcheyee is. h1ghwooﬁs4§3.' Place: Names of  Alberta explains

translation of Indian name,. spitcee, which so called becauseé
the river-is on nearly the same level as the prairie instead
. of in a 'bottom'; as a result, the belt of timber along the
stream is “fuch . ‘higher' thanﬁ usual, and is visible at a-
considerable distance.b% | ' :

Turnor's "1794 map",65 gives the pronunciation of .this name as

"Spitchiwee" whi]e,Dawson66 shows it as "spitzii"

e J ' S g
“Q S ~:Q;,e~ ’ . ) ) o o L - -'L ‘:‘., )
Jumpingpaifhd Creek‘(Map 4-2). - S
51° 11" North 114° 30° West - o ¢ ;;‘.

Once again we have a situation wheré the native name g1ven by
' : “96-;
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tne river. Peter F1dler does not QTV“’

6u

Thompson  on Map..."b7(Map‘ 4-5), Hap1k %h{%, is.  not

translatable (see discussion for Elbow River). F1d1b§”%&;Ak ko mock ki

’mab”68(Map 4-3) gives the name of this creek as “E- “tuck ga -ase
" 69

- which literally means "bushes around it : ' . ﬂ‘;

Place-Names  of A]berta7U ingicates that uump1ngpouno Urepk A;E ~<§

"ninapiskan" in Blackfoot which literally means ‘men s pound T #%

o . /
K 5 . /

Little Bdw River (Map 4-2) N
8 s Nortn 112° 28" West | /
Both Fidler's "“Ak ko mock map“71(Map 4-3) _ K etcn
n' “72(Map 4 4) {ndicate' that the name of .this feature :15 ‘nam na
. - ;

u

wh1ch in- the Blackfoot language' means “how or weapon .

[ O8]

ta

N

K

X . : 4 - . - e ' Co
Place-Names of A1Derta7 g1vg§;§{he' origin of the name c.ittle Bow

(Y

River as " na-muhtai . . . name ir, ‘Blackfoot for 'Dow
75 - e Wy - *
‘Dawson’s interpretation . of the, — name J1ttle  bBow Kiver of '
o s T, | .
"namagﬁ—ty" was that it maan*-“nakeo river". . The Blackfoot worac for
] 7 . n R T . N N )

~'bow' g1ven by Uhlenbeck and van Gu11k is "namaii’.

Dav1d Thompson ddes not ingicate & name for trws TE&LUF&

2}

‘Medicine ‘River. (Map 4-2,

£29 04" Nortn 1149 06" mest

L

Tne un1y mention of & name for Inis rives, 3t 1east prior ic. Ine

\l

~1,

'iTBZOs, comes from Thompson s “Map.. (Map 4-5, where he labels 1t
"as Deep Brook it is possible tnat Thompson was simply .gescribing

'°the rwver as a - deep brook‘ and was nati;n fact incicating the name cf

wsname for this river.

7
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I

The first mention of the name "Medicine" for this river comes from

B . TR )
Fisher's Rocky Mountain House Journal’® for the fall of 1826. While

or route from Edmonton to Rocky Mountain House along thne “wolfe's
t ’ "o < s L ' ER " "y : :
Track" he crossed the "Rivier 'de la Loge de Medicine while the next

' o0 ! n : . ‘117? - '
years 182%, he refers to the river as tne "medecine River EIRES

. o
=~ - X - . . )
R g . . B . P -
. Pl RO - T
S . .

Mokowan Ridge (Mar 4-21

¢

49 30° Nortn 113513 wWest

Fiagler's "Ak kG MOCK K1 map"dC(MaD

1ackf%bf

s

war's-nills" for tnis feature. L Viteral transjation of the B

" ! ., wEl : .
worc "moc coc wan' o1s Ubelly . Fidler was referring to a feature

+mat 1s at present locally known ‘as Tanhe “"Belly Buttes” while

!

Ffictaliy caliec Moxowan R1cge.  Lawson ﬁgga%rs. to Belly Butte as

oue t
“mo-kz —an-etoms "
savic Thompign d0€s nctl Jive o name Tor this feature.
Nose =111 (Magp ' e G
[ B N N4
G - L0 Rricy , :
51Y 7 Nortn 1147 OB omest = q:%c
, o g2 ' P 4 ks
Sigler s "Ak ko mock k1 map’  (Map 4-3) gives the name ‘mooks as
cig" as .ine name fcr this .feature. The literal translation of this
~ g : n u8[‘ 2 3 ..‘ \ . '
SVackfoot worg s nose 8awson-1wsts.
Tne Ncse ;%Eove Calzzry, on opposiile side of . river
mok-5is-518%~.
R B ~ - . BC ._ . o ; [T W ‘
Jhienbeck anc . van Gulils give the, blackfootr word for “nose  as
"moyksissis’. ‘ e
Bl
# |, bavac “homp $0r J0&S NOT gIve & name or this' fe-~ "¢
s | o B S :
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Pdkowki Lake (Map 4-2)

“bad- water -asy’pdykayke

>

¥ ' : ‘ 62

0ldman River (upperj'(Méb"d;Z) ' c T R /
490 36" North 113° 59" West | o Sk
Fidler refers to this feature both as "Na pee ooch € tay cots"87
and “"Na pee 00 ;che ‘gta cots"Bb Thefe';are several unrelated

1nterpretation559 ckfoot name tnat are p0351ble in light

of Fidler's pnonet1c render1ng One involves the sp1r1tu51 being

khown as “na pi” or}“old man" while t;e other involves "napfayke”?o
or whiskey. The Blackfoot name cou1d conceivably mean "where we wé}e
given whiskey” but in light of present day usage is pfobab1y7‘a
reference tc "napi’. F101er on Decemoer 31, 1792, noted o

H

a p1ace L01d Man's’ Bow]1ng Green] here called Nawg?en

ooch eat cots from whence this river Derives 1ts name .
Dawson‘ indicates that Cla Man vaer Tn - Blackfoot is
“napia-otzi-kagh- tz1p1' or natok kwokas gf. . i'@~

David Thompson does not give a ‘name for this feature.

1

.42% 20" North,110° 55" West

Fwdler s K 00 cus map”gJ(Map 4-7) shows the§§81ackfoot name

”Po% a kee stwnk1ng 1ake fqr this feature. place-Names of Alberta

2 tnat the name‘ Pakowk1 is o]ackfoot for 'bad iwater'

1ake”9“ :°uhlenbeu .mgn Gulik »Jists‘ tne Blackfoot for

»

-Dav1c Tnompson does not indicate a name for this feature.

L

95 o o —
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Pincher Creek/Middle Oldman River (Map 4-2)

490_4;'VNorth 113% 03" West
Both Fidler's “Ak ko hotk ki map"gb(Map 4-3)’and his “Sketch map
of the Red Deer and Bow- River areas... (Map 4-4) 1nd1ca£e that
this creek in ‘the B]aékfoot Janguage is called ‘"Sa kim owp pe ne
bee”, No literal translation of this name could be determined.
| David Thompson does not igdicate a-name for tﬁis feature.
The name Pinchef(sic) dagés to approximéte]y.]SBO when a man lost

\

a pair of horseshoe pincers in the creek.

Red Deer River (Map 4-2)

50° 55' North 109° 54' we

The earliest reference°;§? the name Hed Deer River, from éithgr,

Thompsdn's‘ or Fidler's materié]s, is from Eid}é?"%‘ Journal of a

~Jddrnez98 Jwhere he mentions crossing. the " “Red .. Deer kiver" on.
R o ' : L Co

November 14, 1792. The namgygppeér$~frequent1y on Fidler's maps and
in nis various Joufnals from this date.

Thompson™ s "Map..."gg(Map 4-5) also shows the . name "Red Deers

-

o , 49&\:’
" occasions. In Thompson's recording of “Saukamappee's " account of -

-former - timesT]O]

4

River" while his Narrative also .mentions the name 0N semeral

the name “Stag River" is.  mentioned “and the

footnote,;byaq. B. Tyrrell, suggests that this is the Red Deer River.

102 indicates - that Réd Deer is .a

Place-Namgs . of - Alberta |
103

translation of the Cree "was-ka-sioo" -while Dr. Anderson
indicated that the name should be "wa-was-ke-sik"'wnicﬁ is Cree for

elk.
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Rocky Mountains (Map 4—2)

52° North 118° wWest

Accord1ng to Professor A. W. Read103 of Columbia University, the

Span1ards app]wed the f1rst name to the Rocky Mountains at some time

105

pr1or to 1556 by ca]]ing them the "Sierra Nevadas" ‘The French

exp]orer and fur trader.’ La Verendrye, though it 15 doubtfu1 he saw the
Rocky Mounta1ns, obta1ned a map by . an Indian name . ‘Ochagach' that
showed a range. - of western hills .or mountains as the. "Montagnes de

Pierres br1111antes or 11tera11y mounta1ns of br1ght stones . This
. .-5-}3': Y

;@d name was later moqﬁfwed Lo “Sn1n1ng Mounta1ns , a name used by Peter

i b ) ° q\ a!
Pond on his "1787”map"]06 i gﬁ; ,

Another name that appears to ‘have been used concurrent]y with the
above is “Montagnes des Roches as uged by the French after the time
of La Verandrye Read107 suggests that the name "Montagﬁes des
ROChes _was a name common]y used by the French voyageurs and that the
p. 2sent form. of "Rocky" is a direct translation of this. This
interpretation of the origin of the name does not account fer the use -

: by the British of the Hudson's Bay Company of the name “Stony

Mountains". ’ N
I ATeN

R

" The first recorded use of the name “btoﬁy” comes from Samuel
Hearne who, on Ju]y 4 1771 wrote ‘ - -

@ee neverthe]ess walked twenty-seven miles to the North-West,
.".J‘ '

fourteen of which _were on what the Indians call the Stony

Mountains . . . 108 "‘ ' . T

-1

From this statement'by'Hearne it is ocL.ious that the British ‘use of



0o

'stony' and the French use of ‘roches'  are both direct translations
from the native language.

Our present use of 'Rocky ' as opposed to 'Stony' can probably be

109

“attributed to semantics. Read stated: .

. one of the curious differences between British English
~and American English is that in England a rock is a large mass
that cannot be thrown, while in America even small boys can
throw a rock . ’ .

Readggoes'on to explain that American prﬁfsrence woh]d théfefﬁﬁq be
_ ‘ ; i
f the name "Rocky" instead ofI"Stony".

1

towards tﬁe use 0

“Although béviq,Thompson does not use the name Rocky Mountains on
; hfé ."Map..."”O he does make frequert ‘mention of this name in his
.Narrative‘and in his original notes. On"the other hand Peter Fidler
abpeaf§' to have :Qsed "Stony", "Stoney"v and "Rocky" interchangeably.

Invhis Journal of a Jourqu,..)1]_Fid1er al ternates the , je heading

“From Buckingham House towards the Stony- «Mountains™ with “From
S
Buckingham House towards the Rocky 'Mountainéﬁf In this dJournal on -

November 26, 1792 Fidler iiakes mention of - sighting the "Rocky

Mountains" whilé on December 10, 1792 Fidier wrote " this river
Sy ’ : .

dppd?é%t]y runs East and West nearly and falls out of the Stoney

Mountains .

Place-Names of A1berta]]2 indicates that in Cree the Rocky

Mountains are called "as-sin-wati" ~while in Blackfoot their

"mis-tokis".  Uhlenbeck and van Gulik''? interpret the Blackfoot
word "mistaksko” as “rocky hi]]"‘ while Anders,on”4 interprets the

Cree word "asine-wuche” as “rock hills”.




1
.’A' .

Sheep River (Map 4-2)

500 44" North 113% 51" West

Fidler's "Ak ko mock ki map"]]S(Map 4-3) shows this creek is
called "Stommjx e piscon" by the Blackfoot Indians while his "Sketch
ap"]]6(Map 4-4) shows the name "Bull pond River" for this stream.

The literal meaning of "Stommix e piscoh" is “pbuffalo bull buffalo

jump"]T7 which is the approximate meahing that Fidler gives .the

110

Blackfogqt name. In Fidler's Journal of a Journey... the éntry

for December 25, 1792 states:
put up at thé Bull .Pound river or Stommix e pis con,
about 8 or 10 yards wide, midling water runs a St course
about 10 miles, where it falls into the 5S¢ heyee River .
This Journal, on December 13, 1792, mentioned a river called “te t05
kiys" wh1ch from its 1ocat1on descr1pt1on is probably a tributary éf
“Bull Pound River". This 1is 11ke1y the same Blackfoot name "j tou
kai you", used by Thompson on his "Map..ﬂJ]s(Map 4-5) to designate
jSheép River. The spelling bf these names  is different ~but the

'pronunc1at1on would be similar. No literal translation¥ef these names

could be determ1ned although Place-Names of A]ber%a120 does indicate

that the Sheep River is "Itukaiup or Sheep on Arrowsmiths map, 1859".
It is possible that ”Itukaiup“: "te 'too ki up" and "1 tou kai you' are
all the same Blackfoot word for sheep, a word that is no longer in

. use. The modern Blackfoot word for sheep is 1mayk1xk1na“ 121

Sylvan Lake (Map 4-2)

520 21" North 114° 10" West

Thompson's "Map..."]zz(Map 4-5) shows the name ;Eé;hy Lake" for

Q
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’

this feature. .Place-Names of Alberta confirms this interpretation of

Thompson's map by stating:

Sylvan; lake . . . Methy lake on Thdmpson map, 1814, Swan Lake
of Palliser map, 1859 . ’

According to Anderson‘zj the worq“"methj" is probably the (ree word

"meyey" meaning "1ing P1sh“ 124
Peter Fidler does not 1nd1cate a name for this feature

The name Sylvan refers to the lake being surrounded by trees and

¢ dates to the early 1900s.

Tail Creek (Map 4 2)

529 18' North 113 04' West

Fid]er's “Ki oo cus map" 25(Map '4-7) indicates that this “is

called "E new 00 suy yis Buffa]oJ$611'Creek". The Blackfoot word fo%

Buffalo is "eini®.'%° I g

uT27(

'Thombson's "Map... Map 4-5) does not indicate a name for

this feature though it does show the name Buffalo Lake for the Jake

o«
:,.

drained by thisicreek.

Willow Creek (Map 4-2)

49° 46" Nortn 113° 22' West

ne
Both Fid]er s "Ak ki mock ki map"]28(Map 4-3) and his "Sketch

map..."]zg(Map 4- 4? 1nd1cate that the B]ackfoot name for this
feature is "Stow'e piscon”. The literial translation of this name

given by Dempsey]30' is "winter buffalo jump" while Place-Names of

1nd1cates that w1110w Creek in Blackfoot is "stiapiskan"
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meaning “ghost pound”.

David Thompson does not indicate a name. for this fedture.-

>

The name Willow is descriptive of the local flora.

~ Northern Area

|
" Athabasca Lake (Map 4-8,4-9)

59° 05' North 110° 00' West
-

As with any geographical feature covering a large area Athabasca

Fidler's

" Lake has‘A had a variety of d‘ “fe-2nt names a'ppo‘ it.

13

3§yrna1 of Exploration and Survey 1790-1806 " "Tos #icates that -this

lake is called by the Southern Indians (Cree) "Too-toos Sack-a-ha-gan”
“or “Tnew Too-ak" or 'the Paps Lak&" by‘the Chipewyan Indians. The

literal translation, of the Cree "Too-toos Sack-a-ha-gan” is “teat -

a

1ake“.]33“ Fidler, in“the same Journal, é]so indicates that the lake

"¢ called fn Cife ”Atﬁapiscow" or "“Kyte-hel-le-ca" -in  the Chipewyan
‘ W - o : D
tanguage. ‘This Youble . naming by the local natives is explained by

138, the

Philip Turnor in his “Lake Athabasca Post Jodrné] 1790-92

following entry made July 3,.1791:
@ .

and came to the main shore on N side-which is an intire
[sic] rock and many rocky Island laying to the South from
which this part of the Lake is called the Lake of the papes
from their appearing high and rounded at a distance and no
land seen beyond -them in the Southern Indian tongue Too-Toos
Sack-a-ha-gan in the Chipewyan tongue Thew-too-ak oOr the Paps

— Lake . . . low swampy ground on the South side with a few
: ~ willows growing upon it, from which the Lake in general takes
8 . its name Athapiscon in the Southern tongue signifies open

country such as lakes with willows and grass growing about .
them, or swampy land witnout woods Kyte-hel-le-ca 1n the

.
e akd oy ¢. (o]

LT R .
. < LIS N

-

LS v
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Chipewyan tongue implies the same meaning but that name does
not properly belong, or is applied to any part but the South
end . . . - -

«135(1ap . 4-9) indicates the name “Athabasca

136

Thompson's "Map...
Lake" and frequent héntion of this name is-made’in-his Narrative
‘especially in Chapter 8 entitled "Trip to Lake Athabasca”.

Peter Pond, on his "1785 .map"137, shows - the name _"Araubaska
Lake” while his "1787 rﬂap"]38~ shows the name "Laké of the Hi]]s"f
Alexander Mackenzie's "1793 map"]39 _indicates that the lake s
called "Lake® of the Hills" and places the name “"Athabasca” on a
smaller lake to the south-west, brobab1y ourr mo . n Mamawi Lake.‘ |

Both the name “Athabasca" and -.. name "rake o- the Hills" appear

to have persisted in‘;1oca1 use ur at ieast the 1820s. William
' 140

Brown's Report of Athabasca Lake District 1820-21 states thet

the Athabasca of Lake of the Hills runs nearly East and West
and is about 250 miles in length and in general from 20 to 30

miles wide .

Athabasca River (Map 4-8) | Y

—

589 40. North 110° 50' West

As with Athabasca Lake the river of the same -name appears to have
been well known in the past by at least two nameé. Both Thompson]4]
‘and FTd]er]42 use the name “Athabasca River" even though many of

their contemporaries used the name "Elk River® for ‘this feature.

"]43 while James

Keith, in his Fort Chipewyan Report ‘on District 1823-24,]44 statc

Alexander Mackenzie uses this name on his "1793 map

“"thence in a westerly direction intersecting Elk River (as design

. by Sir. A. McK )
There were also a. number of variations in the spéT]ing of
“Athabasca". - Pond's ”1287_map“]45 indicates that this river is

o
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Beaver River (Map J’Q*

8

;'mp RO, )

. @

. River".

o

‘*"\ . B
1 L e . . ﬂqzé N o ”;72;@‘?7\“ . -

v g R . . . . . - ; . ]4,.,51 . .
ca]]ed "Gt Rr. l\raubavscka",”'Whﬂe Turnor s "1794 map’:T" shows R

*aswathap1scon R." afid-his "1778 9 map"JQZ.shoﬁs'}t;asv“hthapescow

)_t

u . b . N . w
. . . . &

. that th1s part1cu1ar rlver was S0 ca]]ed cog from Turnor s "

&

_means "1t is red w111ow - B S

55 26" North 107 45 Nest

Thompson and F1d1er both make f o U ment1on of Beave& Ry
3
in their, Journa]s and on the1r maps . of the ear11est 1nd1ca

.; Y K ® .,1‘./ S/

=

u]48 - B ‘  ~. "},,

G
ad M
B4 R o~

LA o .""'(a:: :

I R -

Robert Kennedy wrote 1n h1s Le%ser Slave Lake Report oﬁ D1str1et

*1819-20 20'® tﬁ“tiiig ,*_,wf.'v" Fe
Sl W

Baver R1ver emptnes into Isle a°la Crosse Lake the River
ce1&@s jts name from the .numbers of beaver’ ‘be [sic] found in-

1t by the earhy adventurers B,

Chr1st1na vaer (Map 4-8) o

56° 40 No th 111° 03° Mest

F1d1er,” in hi Journa1 'of ExpiOration? and ‘Surtgzjso nnmkes

reference to: th1s r1ver ca]]ed by the Southern Indtan (Cree)“ as

."M1th -quap- p1m .a Seepe or' "Ky goz—zae Dez -za" or ‘the red- w1110w

River" by the Ch1pewyan Idd1ans Both Turnor s 1778 9 p"151 and
his “1795 map“]5? show thls river as “Red - N1110w R °
Anderson's]s%” trans]at1on' of tR® Cree. words "Mith—quaoépinj a -

, “’\- ) v
.'Seepe 1s that 1t should probab]y be "Mekwa pukwa which literalidy-

>

The name Chr1st1na was p]aced on: th1§ feature 1h.“1911 for the

‘sister of the postmaster at McMurray. - . | ey

" . v



550 55" North 107° 40 West

N N ) - \,,-,

2:% This rlver is- referred to on many occas1ons Dy both Ficﬂer and .
. R e Vgt

Thompson as either t‘he "M1ss1nmppe r"Chirchill River' ', According A
TP R L . L S a %
4. FRRC AL SO TRREE I o

. to Cathe!*on

o

P ""The name Churchﬂ] was'fi fed to the “rwer "in 1768 by

T ~ Cdptay John Abraham, a".ser ’t Ro - the. Hﬂdson s Bdy -Compary s Wb "&
.wWas sent to- establish. a pos vat t‘*y}'.s mouth He-named 1t in
_honour. of- ‘Ford Chyrchill, laf ewr;«the Duke of Mar]borough who
had been e]ected Ernor of t,h company vhe prev10us year:

S 6 " »7.‘..’
Anderson's"55 trans1at1on of the C¥ee “wo\? "M1ss1nn1ppe is _b_igs'- '
river", and should be ;gmtten» m1s1 sepe .o j
f ) A
Thompson a‘lso uses _‘,_t;' ‘r_name "Deep Rwer . on h\s "Map ""56(Map

Af,

- 4- 10) for that portﬁorf 0

¥

%'.e Churchﬂ] R1ver between Churchﬂ] Lake

W"and Is]ea 1a Crosse ‘name Enghsh R1ver wao a]so a well;

A
b

estabhshed name for the main body of thq;(,ih?lrcmﬁ River yet there is

/ .
\‘no d1rect ev1dence that the extreme up%r pqrtmn of the, r1ver was

comnon]y referred to by th1s name

) - S '»?é . *
. . ‘ . .
. Churchﬂ] Lake (Map 4- 8) T 0
55° 55 Nortn 108° 20" West © F
F1d1er s Journa] of Exp]oratzon*"and Survl 7 refers t_o' this

' ‘rake both as “C]éarwater Lake" an’a by 1ts natwe names "Wash-a-cum-now:

S

Sack- a—ha gan or . C1ear water Lake" ' (Southern Ind1an) or “Eg-ga-zah

'_uToo ah Too-  =r. E% Lake" by the Ch1pewyan.

‘jhompson s"“Map .,""58(Map 4 10) 1nd1cates that this -lake isa

caHed "Egq . Lake whﬂe Pond on. h1s"‘1285 map""ss, refers to “this

as _';',C]ear~Lake*. and ,n:?‘,-gm map""60” shows it-.as "Lake ‘Clair".. The
' : w:u,' S R S :

iy - ..
o ‘s AT O
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- _ Map 4-10 Portién of David Thompson's 1813-1814 map

“4-‘
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iiteral trans1at1on“

“Clearwater River3 wh11e Thqmpson s

CjearwaternR1ver (Map 4-8)
_,.-56% 744" North 111% 23" West

‘Fidler, Cin nis Jou?na]

>3

as ,the Z"Lesser Athabascar, 'ﬂ%; .
. " il :

Cree.

1o2"

-\:f’
"word

witer”,. which shou1d be wrwtten 'xase kum aw' .

75
II_‘ 'Qéﬁ’ ) Q"' T " : g - " v
wash-a-clum-now is .lear
" . ] D]

'
-
“

refers to this riverj_as‘_the 2

ol

Map...“]ej(Map 4-10) sﬁows'kit

. . ’ &
Turnor s, 2'1778 g map"]64 ”g1s
» ﬁ* -3X

this"river as wash .a- cum‘now‘ora C1earwater R " w%ége Pond's 1787

‘ bave ‘been used on1y by Pond a]thoug

f'i? N
he stated "o
Ind1an-C1earwater R1ver . ."166

as :"Qo]d Water Lake".

. map"]65 shows it as, the “Pel)can R..

e
0.

Use of the name “Little" or

_ersisted until at ‘?east 1820.
167

D1str1ct 1820- 21 states

® . o . On reaching ‘the summlt
descent of upwards of 800 f

R1ver SR

Pl
L. \/
. .-

Co]d Lake (Map 4 8)

. 540 33 North 110° 05 West E

Thompson nd ‘F1d1er both

Journa]s and on the1r maps Turnor's,

derived from the native 1anguagei

use

The-name Pe11can appearsuto

R

h. F1d1er -Wa's -aware of the name when s

2

Lesser

.t‘.‘_ﬁ{ SRy

Atnabasca ppears to have

Brown's. Report of Athabasca Lake

‘the

~.

./\

w1778-9 map"

/—\) |

Lof ‘Portage La LocheJ there is a
eet to reach the L1tt1e Athabasca

“hame "éoldf-take 1n thé1r

168 shows the 1ake

There was no evidence - that\~th1s name- was

r'«
=

the Pillicon River so ca]]ed by P Pond but by the e )




. Survey the others from Canad1an and Indlan Informat1on Th1s 1ake?

-
Lo
>

L3

" ;9; .

76 .

Rivers in North Am%r1ca by Ph111p Turnor those shaded ane from Actua]

was not shaded on the original map and as Peter Fidler, Ph111p Turnor

and‘Ma1colm Ross§?§aih, in @QQU to have been the f1rst Europeans to

\’) :

N .
v1s1t th § Take 1t is assumed that “in the ‘absence of d]rect ev1dence .

-

feature.

Y - R

Rl

The name Garson was p]aced on the feature in 1911 and is Wor the -

. L4

Manager of the H. ézéb post‘at Onion Lake, Saskatchewan

¢
L)

Goose Is]and (Map- 428) " Tr | S -~ \

58° 39" HNorth 110@.54 West

Fid]erfs ! Journa] ]72 'and Thombson's ) "Map

B ’ D ]

"115(Map 4-9)
Bte e

N “-\:

show the name “Goose Is]and” for ‘this feature Mackenz1e s "]793

,map"]74 a]so shews = "Goose Is]and“’ While Turnor's '1794 map"]7b
v Tl 'Nb"u e n;§’51’y} M R X
‘shows" "Egg or Goose Island". ‘The only evidence that th1s ‘name may be a

A i
Garson Lake (Map 4-8) >
569 19" North 110% 02" West -
| Féoler's;journal.. 63 refers to this lake_ as ﬁsnan'takeﬂ.ﬂelt e
“aiso appears this way'on‘fhrnor;s "1778-9 map"]7O and‘og his “1794‘
‘ map"]7] Theﬁ 1/78 9 map carries the t1t1e "Chart of; Lakes .anc

g4 N s 3¢
o w e .
to the contrary, the namegrSwan 1s @ trans]at1on “'.‘name
‘ r l‘ ~ . - ; . .
o - “a & ' o - . .
for . the lake.” David Thomason QQes not 1nd1cate 4 e. for this,

4

'trans1ation»of a native name comes from\Ma]co]m.Ross -Lake Athabasca

. Post Journay/3790—]792]76 where, on duly 2, 1791,_he wrote ". . . we

'embarked q{IB 1/2 PM padd]ed and arrived at the Goose Isiand {or hah

noo) about midnight . . ,"._ No trans]atron of the obv1ous]y native .

[,

! - L



o PO ' . L .y
word "hah noo" could be obtamed L L FPEE A -
. f’:‘(% o . o - E @d X
(Jreen Lake (Map 4-8) e
54% 10" North 1070 43° Nest - oL AN
. b e «4,‘ Y - \ .
Both Thompson 3 "Map‘ "]77(Mdp 4- 10) “and Fidler's "0ld P&’#}D‘Teé"

map w378 1nd1cate .the name. (:reen Lake” for th1s feature ;e T%%ro
m‘*

RO, i nd1 cation in anx‘y of” the research ma,tem a°l that (;r,een is '}' a
u- m'J-‘l . . .|1:_.. .l L ﬁ’,va e : - -, : -3

.trans1at1on o;f a Natwve word S = ’ e

. N . ' ‘-J~ . A c.!) N . i

"-§6%~' ;orth 109° 20" pest, ;wj. C R

7<\ ! R a

F1d],.er:>«s June 1, }Men“try 1n his- Journa] ]79‘ indicates that

i these hJHs are - caﬂod "M1s ta- -hay Mus -qua Wa- chu by the"'éoutherh"

n, \7
or Cree Indians "Hot- La'le zaz za Seth or the Gr1zz1e Bear Hﬂ]" by the

Chipewyan Indianss ~The Tliteral meamng of the Cree "Mis-ta- hay

- Mus-qua Wa-chu" is "big bear hﬂ]“ 180 Tur‘nor s 794 map”*“]B]
shows the name :G”‘,Z:‘;"‘. ‘Bear Hi11" for this feeture.‘ . D?;nd Thompson:
does not fndieate a name >fo“r_': this fea%yre. R )
L Kimowin‘lGérson Rivers (Map'?4-8) IR .
56° 13" North 1700 00" Nest | P R
o 3 b?;Q] entry 1n h'rs Journa‘l...,]az- indica-tes’ that

. ) 71 d]er?‘ - i;J_u.ne B8

~“this river.is caHed by the Cree Ind1ans "Na pe sue a Seepe and by

4the Ch1pewyan Ind1ans "Caw- coos a Dez- -za or the Swan River'.. The

-11tera1 *meamng “the of the Cree "wa -pe-sue a’ Seepe : '.s- "swan

e



'tDav1d Thompson does not 1nd1cate a name for this river. 3 R

' ... .
. J

‘No exp]anat1on fOr the name K1mow1n cou]d be found

I - . " g o
Tl = "

2 ; sy .
2 ha

Lac 1a B1che (Map 4- 8) -m;;‘g” .

54° 50" horth 112 037 West

4 La B1&he R1vér (Map 4- 89 f »f;’v w

550;01” North ne® 24" west#' t.'fﬁk” z; i 5 L E

o P

For these features Thomp90n and F1d1en use the namei@’Red Deers

R

A

v ‘ .
Lake" and uRedeeers R1ver 0' Brook ' The ear11est necordfof the

;'ﬁ @ name Red‘ﬁeer %ake comesofrom Turnor s“ Chant of Lakes and R1vers in "

% 184 R t 818y O
North Amer1ca dated 1778 9,,\ Mackenz1e s »1793 map a]so
A s, =N -, o RENR 0
staws the name "Red Déer Lake *_.l‘f‘ . ;*, - .

Thompson S Journa]s]86 for the date of Qctober 4 1798, mentions

"Red Deers Lake and "Red Deer Brook . In the same Journa] under‘the
. C_; e L " ’ .
date Décember 2 1798, hé - reﬁers to the 1ake as” ;.ac la Biche"

F1d1er S o3C_ La B1che Post Journal  1799- 1800187 mentions onTy“

“the names "Red Deers R1ver and "Red Deers Lake". *These names are

prevalent in fur trade .documents through ‘to the 1820s.  Robert

- ‘ - ' Y . \
Kennedy's Lac - La Biche Post Journal 1819—20]88, makes frequent

ment1on of these features as 'river La Bish"'and'"Lac“la'bish".
La Biche is a French term mean1ng “the deer

Lac Isle a 1a Crosse (Map 478)

55 40 North 107 45" Nest

. } Thompson and Fidler both make frequent ment1on of the i'L'ac Isle'a

,~ " ¢
la* Crosse“'1n the]r Journa]s and on tle1r maps Cameron re1ates the



w

‘ | : R
k) ‘ o @ K 79°
%
fo110w1n9 story concern1ng the or1g1n of the name:

Sir Alexander Mach‘§é1e wr1t1ng in 1801 of his travels through
the fur country, .? scribes 'the location of Fort Ile a 1la
Crosse and adds: "This lake and fort take “their names from
the jsland just. mentioned which- . . . received its

< denomination from the game of the cross [1a crosse] which

forms a pr1nc1pa1 amusement among the natives. 189

Pond sp'"1787 p"]90 shows this lake as "Cross L - while

71

Turnor s “1794 "]9] shows it as “lsle a le Cross ‘or M1n nis- t1k a

PoCk_a hatwan Saqk-a-hagan..

| { North 100° 30" West T oD
~La_ Loche R1ver (Map 4 8) t .“ ' “?AJJ;;s': h "Hafu3 "” ;"'
@6 109" .North 109° 08" vest S

Portage La Loche (Map 4-8)

u_aThompsop s "Map.. “]gz(Map 4-10) "sﬁows_ for the 7lake "Loach

“Lake", for‘the rngg@”LoaCh River" and for the ‘portage "Portage La

193

Loche“ ‘th11:“F1d1er §mtdourna1 , undef the date ﬂuhé» 1, i179],

‘1nd1cates that the’ rwver is ca]]ed by the Southern or Cree Indians

N

N

"Methy-a- Seepe or the Methy R1ver df “Theent hel-le  Dez- -za" by the

Chipewyan Ind1ans H1s Lac La Biche Post Journa1 1799- ]800]94 ca]]s

the portage “Methy - Portage". . The 11tera] mean1ng of the Cree‘

"Methy-a-Seepe" s, accord1ng to Anderson,!gsf pﬁbbaﬁﬁj "1ing quh

[T

river” 'nd'shoﬁ1d be wr1tten meyey sepe .

The names "Methy" and "Loche“ appear to have been we]] used dur1ngﬁ

-

N

-
.

\P



the fur trade.  pond's “1785 - map"]96' Shows "Lake la Loch“ wht]e e

w197

Loy e .
Turnor’s "1778-9 map shows “Methy Lake" for the same feature

L

;These names are probabkfgboth forms of the Cree name "meyey" as

above., A “1oach" or “1\c

he! is also a typerof-f1sh.

Meadow Lake (Map 4-8)

54% 07" North 108° 20 West o . - ]
198 L ofers to this lake as "Barren Ground
: ; e

Ffd]er's Journal...
| 99 § :
'Map;.." (Map 4-10) ' shows the name “Meadow

Lake“ Thompson s

Lake" for thys feature. There is no 1nd1cat1on that the;e//names,

’ fwh1ch m1ght suggest a s1m11ar vegetat1on cond1t1on, are tp/nslations
: b a E

of a Native name .

-3
MooseJLake (Mao 4-8) ) SN
~ 54° 15 North 110° 55' West . | B
MoOSelake'Riuer (Map 4-8) )
54% 21" Nortw‘a-‘d."ésﬂ West |

These features are referred to by both fid]er and Thompson as

"Moose" although they tend to use different gener1cs. The lake is -

200,

*called "Moose hill Lake" by F1d]err while Thompson uses both

"Moose Hi11 take"201 and: "Moose Lakeﬁ“202 for this feature. The -

;rJver is referred to -as "Moose Lake Creek by Fjd]er203h and ,as™ -

u204 w205

a; "Moose R1ver

either "Moose Brook by ~ Thompson.’ -

P]ace Names of A]berta,206 under Moose Lake, 1nd1cates that

,J
. . this.is lac d' 0r1gna1 []1t. Moose Lake ] where Angus Shaw y

built a trad1ng post for the North west Company in 1789 the 1ake'

l‘é?'.i :

‘



81 .

is reached from the Beaver ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@?up:Moose1ake river .

Malcolm Ross' May 16, 1791 entry in nis Lake Athabasca Post

| Jodrnd1207 indicates that

Mr. Shaw and 23 Canadians in 5 Canoes arrived from the
beaver River, where he had wintered® a long way up at a Lake

called the Moose Lake . . .)

_Peace River (Map '4-8) Lo v £

- % 599 00" North 11° 25' West o I

Fidler's Journa]..,208 refers to this river as "Peace River" or

o

! .,

as "geaver Indian River", a transtation” of  the Ghipewyan

g =

’"Chan—hot—e—na’Dez—za":

N Pond's "1 ,..‘iOQ -and &87,"'?]}0 :maps “call this river the “"River
3 i - . é}’ ‘t“‘% :I"' R B :“'\);i~'1, L - ' . L s A2 .
of Peaceﬂ,whﬁﬁgﬁTE%”qr*s"¥%ﬁ3+9‘m§p£?]] shows- it as "Beaver Indian

N "”4’» 7 e ’ ‘J -

River, by the Cinadians called ‘the . Peace .Rivefié' ‘Mackenzie's "1793
maﬁ?212“_1abels the river as "Unjigah "orfubéace R.".  Thompson's

"Map..."m3 simp1y'1abe]§ it as "Peace River".

o

place-Names of Alberta, under the 1isting for Peace’ River, sums up
T . o o o
' these variations by indicatin that - A w o

.~. . The river, has always bee%gknown to white-man by this ..

) name [Peace] and is so called by Alex. Henry, Peter Pond, '
N Philip . Turnor and Sir Alexander Mackenzie,. Turnor's ‘map,.

’ 1790, ‘has - the» inscription 'Beaver Indian .-River, by the
Canadians called Peace River' and describes the land on both S
sides as 'Beaver Indian country'. In Cree, Beaver Indign
%% river is a misk we moo sip, Unjigah meaning '1arg§?ri%qn';}is
. W another Beaver Indian name mentioned by Mackenzie 7. ! 4
. # - The.river was apparently named after: Peace Poipt, .a ‘place on .
" {ne south bark of thé river there the,(Cree and ‘Beaver Indians are 'said _ .
. to have made peace. T o " Coe e

f

4
.o . i

b - <

.

%
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' Peter Pond Lake (Map 4- 8)

“literally “prairie; cow'. Th4$ i;i

550 b5' North 108 44 West

215 refers to this lake both in the Cree as

e

Fwd]er S Journa]...

"Mis-toose Sack;a-ha-gan”.and in thelCnﬁpewyan language as "A-gid-da

'weToo -ah or Buffa]o lsake" and notes on June 6, 1792 that

. . . it is called, the Buffalo Lake by reason of some few of
those animals have "been k111ed in 1ts v1c1n1ty near the
Grizzil Bear h]]l e e . o .

Zléiijthe Cree "mis-toose “sack- -a-ha- gan

~The literal trans]at19n
' )

would be "cowliake,. The Cree word for Buffa1o isy puskwaw-mostos or

Jy' exp1a1n why Peter Pond, oﬁ his

“]785“2]7_ and _"1787"2]8 maﬁg

Vi
ﬁjg%er to th1s lake as "Beef Lake

Lake": bothuare rough translgt1dﬁ£§ﬁﬁvﬁ "221
. . l{’

héﬁ&t}ee word Mmis- toose .

ThompsOq,s *"Map "222(Map 4- ]O) map sHmp]y shows 1t as "Buffa]o

Lak'e"-‘.v‘ ) N v : e

.This lake was offiéia]]y"named;Pet '

2

$hd “Lake in the 1920s.

) ‘.- , . . . . v .
A .

ShqgwenaumLake (Map 4-8)
=7,

550 54 North 107° 41" West o

*

T : . ’ ’ .
Thompson}s .~ "Map. m"223(hap " 4-10) refers to _this lake as
"Shewenéw LaVe""_ Achrdidg to Anderson224 bothl'theﬁ modern “form

"Shagwéndﬂ” agg Thompson EX 'Showenaw are 11ke1y derived from the Cree

N

wogd sakawas1n mean1ng it s, narrow Y Peter Ffdler ‘does notv

indicate a name for this feature. : . ¥ gm«"
SR ; o e



Slave River *(Map 4-8)

83

1

600 09' North 111° 49" West,

Fidler's Journal...

225

language as -“Arch-a—thin-nee Seepe" or "Wan-con §eépe" or 1in the

Chipewyan 1angdage as, "Bess-chow Dez-za". The former® means

Indian

.Thompson's "Map... "227(Map 4-9) refers to~'thxs river as’ the 'Great
Slave River".. o o - T s

PJacefNames: of A]bergé;zzs under‘ the 1listing for S]aie ‘River,

‘River

w226 while the 1atter means . 'Great Knife

N

]

indicates that it is named ' e 5

. .' after the Ethkhareott1ne Indians, . named- awokanak or. -
‘slaves’ by the Cree from their timid d1spositiph3-
~etcharevttine means N peop]e dwelling in the shelter'; f@ﬁs
name, under . the “Foriy. Ithhynlmy, 1s‘app11ed to the river- on

the Peter Pond" map, 1790 5t

refers to this river both in  the Cree

J-
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1”te'”P'“'Eta-ti?o"n}t-'o‘f Data = o : | 0

g

o [

The following tables (4-1 and 4- 2) list the current off1c1a1 name

. for each of the 'geographica1 features examined -in both the northern

-and southern areas. A]ong with each official name are t_he various -

w : : .
names recorded by David Thompson an’d Peter .Fidler: the first and’

. .second co]umv#omdmate whether thie names 11sted '. ".f‘fron"Davi‘d',"
& Thompsbn or . from PeterdF1dler respecttve]y,'or are from both22 .If"
both Thompson and F1d1er had used a name Por' names for the fea ure then
co]umn threqe l1nd1cates ‘whe ther there a‘s i pos1t1ve (;+_‘) or negat1ve ( )
corre1at1on between ’ those}, ii!’;i’A', p051t1ve corre1at1on wou]d
4 T .

1nd1cate relat1onsh1p betWeeﬁ the names mhﬂe a negatwe corre]ati'on“w. :

. wou]d mean that- the names are obv1ous'ly not re]ated Co]umn F%ur then

\. f’o1nd1cates ‘the ?osﬂ:we (+) or negatwe (1) corre]atwn that thése,.,
‘}\.@ L ' L

names have mth the. modern name, o,whﬂe co]umn fwe 1nd1cates the:

]

pos1t1v'e (+) or negatwe -(:-)°corre1at1on between the names g1ven by

Thompson and F1d1er and’ the natwe 1anguage Co]umn six ﬁand1cates a
v whether 'the feature is a water (w) or tan'd (1) featureand co]umn
: . & )
seveFf teHs whether the Thompson or F1d er names are trans]atwns (L)

t ,of’wnatwe' name-s..,' non- translated (n/t) names, or appear 1n both (b))’

‘.&»

¥
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" . ) 3 — s }
bl . : PR o

Table 4-1 Compakisph of Geographical NamesJSouth;rn Section

- NAME OF FEATURE " COLUMN NUMBER - . COMMENTS
# L Tk “. (see end of tables for an
. o explanation of numbers
: - . and symba}s) »
123 s 67
1. Beaver Creek _
Steep rocks river . B S A AN
2 Be]]y River/lower : B >
: OTdman River . = L _ "
Moo koo wap River ' x0T+ W/t ana1ysed as two
Stimflex e phscon -or S , features
- Steemuk ské fskon . * * + - +°w n/t : )
3. Big Hill Creek ™ . S o e , _
%,ﬁooms sin ape - . * - 4+ w n/t v .
%%ndman R1ver _— < . '
No]f R1verw LF R 4+ = W n/t? . may be tota]]y a
: ’ o S “European name.
5. Bow Rlver/South . . 5 B : \? :
SasRatchewan River T
“Bad River- or L I 2 :
Askow seepee Or o A _ oo P V.
Bow Hills River or """ L, T
Na ma kay sis sa ta or’ % A : T
Bow River o ok k4 dhowe b e, ooEN
- 6. Buffalo Lake - o e . Y
"E new o Kee or - | Y B . . o
- Buffalo Lake S T T A o i
- R : - : - v ' .'i.-r’
7..-Chief Mountain v g
’ Nin nase tok que or
The King- or T
‘The Governor of the - _ . v
Mounta1n S S N S AP T E
8. Crowsnest R1ver ' ) BRI e
. Tapaypiscon . X o W n/t 2 '
9. Cypress Hills . ' , : - .. .
I ah kim me, coo R R R S 74 . .

i " , - ‘ y - = - .



. A
10.Devils Head Mountain
- Devil's Head - or
0 mok cow watche or
mooks as sin or

Swans Bill -

~11.Elbow ‘River
0 kaik shi or .
ooche nay e pis con
12.Grand Valley Creek
na ti 00 pox

13.Gull Lake
» Cong Lake
Gull Lake
~ 14.Highwood River
~Spitcheyee or
Spitchee

15.Jumpingpound- Creek

“Hapik shi . or ‘*\ 4

E tuck qa .ase -

16.Little Bow River
nam ma ta

17.Medicine River
“Deep Brook

18.Mokowan Ridge
Moo coo wan’

19.Nose Hill
mooks as sis .

20.01dman River
“Na pee ooch e tay cots
or
Na pee 00 che eta cots

21.Pakowki Lake
“Pock a kee or Stinking
Lake

22.Pincher Creek and
OTdman River
~Sa kim owp pe ne pee

)

Table A4-1 éont'd

1 2 3 4 5 6

* + o+ ]
* * - - + w

* - + w
* * - + ? w

* * - - + w
* + + W
* - w
* + +
* + + ]
4
* + + w
* + + w
* - + w

n/t

n/t

n/t?

n/t

n/t
n/t

n/t?

n/f

n/t

n/t

n/t

86

1s Thompson>simp1y
describing the
feature?
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. > ' o
' Tgb]e 4-1 Cont_d

1.2 3 + 5 ©
23.Red Deer River

Red Deers River x4+ w . for an explanation
v of the + in column 5
see! Place-Names

quote *in text.
24.Rocky Mountains.
. Rocky

- Stoney
Stony * x4+ o+ 0+ 10t

25.Sheep River
Stomix e piscon or
Bullpond river or

Ee too ki up or
1 tou kai you *x *x + - '+ w b see text

26.Sylvan Lake
ﬁefﬁy [age , * - + w n/t

27.T7ail Creek
“E new 00 suy yis-
Buffalo Tail Creek * + + w D

28.Willow Creek
“Stow e piscon * - + w n/t

Table 4—2‘-Comparison of-Geographical Names-Northern Section

NAME OF FEATURE COLUMN NUMBER COMMENTS
< 2 3 4 5 6 7 :

—

1. Athabasca Lake
~Too-toos Sack-a-ha-gan
Thew Too-ak or Pap A
Lake or
Athapiscow or
Kyte-hel-le-ca or
Athabasca Lake *x * + 4+ + w b

2. Athabasca River
“Athabasca River or
Elk River * * 4+ + + W nj/t

3. Beaver River
“Beaver River * x4+ 0+ w n/t?
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Table 4-2 cont\d

J
y 1 2 3 45 617

4. Christina River
“Mith-quap-pim a Seepe.

or
Ky-gaz-zae Dez -za or

red willow River * - + W b

5. Churchill River
Missinnippe or " -
Churchill River or ‘ :
Deep‘River AR S n/t Churchill is Briiisn
' o . o : , while Missinnippe is
‘ Cree :

6. Church111 Lake
UTearwater lake or -

_Nash a-cum-now

Sack-a-ha-gan or >
Eg-ga-zah Too-ah Too-ah v
or Egg Lake * ¥ + - + w b

7. Clearwater River
“Clearwater river or
Lesser Athabasca River

or Wash-a-cum-now * * _ 4+ + W b
8. Cold Lake | ’ “
ake or o
Cold Water Lake * * 4+ + 7 w nft? .

9. Garson Lake
Swan Lake ' * - + w t

10. Goose Is]and,A
" Goose Island * x4+ + 4+ 1 t translation is from
- Ross's diary

" 11.6Green Lake

“Green Lake - * x 4+ + 7?7 w n/t?
12.Grizzly Bear Hills .
Mis-ta-hay Mus-qua .
Wa-chu or .
Hot-lale-zaz-za Seth
(Grizzle Bear Hill) * + +. 1 b

13.Kimowin/Garson River
Wa-pe-sue a Seepe or
Caw-coos a Dez-za or
Swan River * - + w b




Table 4§2ucont'0
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L 4.3 45 6 7
14,Lac la Biche : / ‘
Red Deers River Cxex o+ N+ 7w on/t? -
. . ‘. , \ i TN

1

15.La Biche River’
‘Red Deers River or N
Brook E SEEOR O+ 472 woon/t?

16.Lac Isle a la Crosse - : .
“Tac IsTe a la Lrosse * * + + + w t

17.La Loche River "
—Toach River or
Methy-a-Seepe or
" Methy River or . .
‘Thent-he-le Dez-za - * * + 4+ + W b

18;Po}tage La Loche .
Portage Ta Loche or o
Methy Portage. ‘ * * + + + 1 b

1§.Lac 1a Loche
Loach Lake or ,
Methy Lake * X 4+ + + W b

- 20.Meadow_Lake )
) Barren Ground Lake or
- Meadow Lake * x o+ + ? w n/t?

21.Moose Lake
Moose hill Lake or

Moose Lake * x + + ? w n/t?

22.Mooselake River
“Moose Lake Creek or , _
Moose River * * 4+ 4+ 7 w n/t?

23.Peace River
Peace River or
Beaver Indian River or
Chau-hot-e-na Dez-za or A
Unjigah * X+ +-+ w b

24.Peter Pond Lake
“Mis-toose Sack-a-ha-gan
or
A-gid-da Too-ah or :
-Buffg1b Lake * * + + - w b

~/
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Table 4-2 cont'd

' o 12 3 4 5 6 7
25.Shagwenaw Lake Y : o
Showenaw Lake L oo*x .+ - w o n/t

26.Slave River S
Arch-a-thin-nee Seepe |

or
"Wan-con Seepe ‘or
Bess-chow Dezza or - L -
Great Slave River’ T* * 4+ 4 + w b
-Lolumn and Symbol Explanation
#1 name used by Dav1d‘Thompson'*
ke #2 -name used by Peter Fidler=*
#3 if name is used by both Thompson and
. ‘ Fidler is there a positive (+) or negat1ve
e (-) correlation between the names :
o ) #4 positive (+) or negative (-) correlation

between these names and the current. off1c1al
name for the feature
#5 positive ‘(+) or negative (=) corre]at1on_

between these names and the native language °
#6 water (w) or land (1) feature .
#7 names are ‘tranlated (t), non-translated
(n/t), or both (b)

1

In total the names for 55 distihct geographica] features were
examined 29230 1n the ‘southern section and 26 in the northern one.
When looked at separately David Thompson recorded a name or names for 13
features in the southern section and 22 featares’ in the north, while
Peter F1d1er recorded names for 27 features in the south and 25 in the
north. As can be expected with any work 1nvo1v1ng the co]]ect1on of data
by. 1nd1v1duals worklng 1ndependent of each other, the 11ke11hood that one
would gather 1nformat1on (or-in th1s case reCOrd .a name) that the other
missed should 1og1ca11y not exceed 10 to 15% of the ‘total numberoof names

gathered23], Tab]e 4 3 is . a representat1on of the degree to which

i"e1ther Thompson or F1d1er recorded a name for a feature while the

B N
v

|
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other did not. In general terms this-table appears- tn -show thatTPeter.
'Fdeerts work in the05odthern sectigg was moreVCOmprehensive than that of
David Thompson. Takingninto'conSioZratioh'the'fact that the figures for
the 'northernmbsect1on fall within the. expected range, a ‘plausible .
_expTanat1on is that the f1gure _of 55% represents not a personal or.
professonal dlfference between Thompson and F1d1er but s s1mp1y a
reflection of the reTat1ve Tength of t1me that .each surveyor spent in the
>southern area. As noted 1n the th1rd chapter Dav1d Thompson spent less
time than Peter Fidler conduct1ng surveys on the grassland pTa1ns of the
| Western Interior. The data for the thesis were therefore ana]ysed on an

equ1tab1e basis w1th ne1ther surveyor s work be1ng ngen greater we1ght

than tfie other.

Table 4-3 'CompariSOn‘of data gathered hv Thompson and Fid]er

- . : S South North

. Number (and percentage232) S : .
of features. for which David. S ) L e
Thompson recerded a :name and. - 2 of 29 1 of 26
Peter Fidler did not. - (7%) (4%)
Number (and percentage233)‘
of features for which Peter~ . .. ° 1

- Fidler recorded a name and . 16 0f 29 4 of 26

David_Thompson did not. . - ;(55%)' - (15%)

TabTe 4 4 1s jhcluded here to 1]1ustrate the reTat1ve degree to which
the geograph1ca1 names recorded by Thompson and F1dTer, both in the north
'and south have ‘survived' through to the present. The term survive is
used in this context to acknowledge " the fact that names . do change with
time. The evoTution_ of names 1is c105e1y tied to changes in man's

. utilization of a region. The figures shown in Table 4-4 tend to confirm
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this observation. Eighty—five percent of those names recorded by
Thompson and Fidler in.the northern section. have. remained unchafiged
through more than 160 years. In contrast only half of those recorded in

the squthern section have survived. /

+

Table 4-4 Correlation Between the Names Recorded
by Thompson and Fidler and the Current Official Name

' : South . North
Number (and percentage) of .
~total number of features ' : N
for which the names recorded
by Thompson and Fidler havs ' 15 of 29 22 of 26
have a direct relationship 34 (52%) . (85%)
with the current official name :
_ for the feature (i.e: their
‘survival rate').

‘Survival rate' for pames . . 50f 13 19 of 22
" recorded by David Thompson .  (38%) (86%)
" *Survival rate' for names : 15 of 27 17 of 25

~ recorded by Peter Fidler - (56%). (68%)

When tﬁesg twd areas are comparéd‘withiregard to their history of
Egropeqn settiement and land use.ft fs clear that the northern section
‘has noi undergone fhe intensityfor sEope-of chahge that has occurred
in the south. vThe parklands and grasé]ahd plains of western Canada
experienced a .major ’ﬁnflux of Europeqn set&]ers beginning 1in thé
1880s.  These settlers were gither not aware of many of. the

\\\\esxgp]ished names for geographical features or de1iberate1y chose to
ignore these -names in favour of ones which more closely reflected
their own'vaTUes_and perceptions.

In contrast“to this, Qe still see what we have come td view as

traditional native ways of life, such -as "hunting, fishing, and
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trapping, continuing as major réalities in the northiafter hundreds of
¢+ years of Europeon contdact, but lioited<‘oermanent residence.l The
‘tontfhuity'of the region's population is a majorAContibuting factor in
the stabj]ify'of names SO apparent in fab]e 4-4. |
| The north-south diff?rences between the relative survival of
lTnompson and Fidler's geographical names prooablj came.about for‘much
more subtle'reoSOns As illustgated in Table 4-3 Fidler recorded;” in
the south, more than tw1ce the number of names that Thompson recokded
and it therefo¥e shou]d not be surprising that more of F1d1er s na%&s
‘have survived. Another factor, which lies outside the scope of thls
thesis, may well have been the relative extent to which Thompson's ond
Fidler's manuscript maps were used later in tho compilation of maps
for public use, by " cartographers such as’ the Arrbowsmiths. This
transferral process is a major factor- in the }survival' and
stabilization of geographica]v names; The greater awarenesé people
have of geographical names the 1ess\1ike]y it is that those names will
change. | -

The following toble (4-5) 1is a graphic represehtation of the
degree to wﬁich both Thompson and Fidler recorded notive names for .
geographical features in the areas which'they.surveyed. In only one
instance did David Thompson use a name which was given by noo-natives
(1n this-instancé by 'Canadﬁans‘) without oiso referring to the-Indjan.
name for the feature, This feature, the Peace River, was noted by -
Peter F1d1er .both by this name and: a]so as "Chau- hot-e-na Dez -za", a
Chipewyanvname meaning "?eaver Indian River". Another example thot

does not appear to fit the general trend in naming is the Churchill
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River. Although Fidler and Thompson both use this name they appear to
have favoured the Cree name "Missinnippe" over Churchill.
.

Table 4-5 Correlation Between the Names Recorded by
Thompson and Fidler and the Native lLanguage of the Area

South North

Number (and percentage) of
the total number of features
for which Ngggve language 26 of 29 18 of 26
derivation of the name(s) (90%) (69%)
can be proven. :

Number (and percentage) of
the total number of features )
for which the derivation?36 3 of 29 8 of 26
could not be proven.: . (10%) (31%)

Number (and percentage) of-
the total number of features
for which the European roots 03237 0%237
of the name(s) could be proven '
The overwhelming tendency,°as‘i11ustrafed in Table 4-5, is for the
- names of features, in both the north and south sections, to be derived -
from the native language or languages of the area. Nine out of ten
named features in the soutH and a]mdst seven out of ten names in the
north can be traced directly -to the native language. The remaining
one in ten and three in ten named features réspective}y cannot be
traced to either native or European roots. This small number of names
of unknown derivation all fall within the category of descriptive

names, being' either déscriptive of the feature, as with "Deep Brook"

in the sqggpgﬁn section, or descriptive of local wildlife as with.
Y2 o
e L Sty
N . : . .
“Jin the northern section. Since all the names of features

for which proof of native origin was obtained also are descriptive in
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nature it is'likely that the names;fn this unproven categody'are also

of native origin. |
: Tab1e 4-5 indicates a very strong relationship 'between all the
| nqmes;examined in this thesis and thi native people 6f the Western
~Interior. A 109ita1 fo]]dw-pnrougn to this table -w0u1d be an
iiexemination of the form in which .these détive names were recorded by
, David Thompson and Peter Fidler. Tdble 4-6 js a further breakdown of
the figures given on the first line of Table 4-5. This table (4-6)
d1v1des the 26 southern and 18 northern names for which native origins
could be proven into the three possible ways in wh1ch they could have

been recorded, translated, non-trans]ated, or both.

Table 4-6 Forms of Names Recorded by Thompson and Fidler

South " North
Number (and percentage) of
~ the total number of features
for which the native names 16 of 26 3 of 18
were recorded only in the Native (62%) - T (17%)
language. ;
- Number (and percentage) of
the total number of features
for which the Native names .. 3 of 26 3 of 18
were recorded oggﬁ in the (11%) - (17%)
translated form
Number (and percentage) of
the total number of features A
for which the Native names ’ 7 of 26 12 of 18
were recorded in both. translated (27%) (66%)

and non-translated forms.

The most obvious difference between the northern and southern

sections is that in the north nearly two thirds of the native names

were recorded in both their translated and non-translated form5239
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with only one in six ;ecorded in either Native only or translated
forms. In direct contrast to tnis is the fact that in the southern
section nearly Atwo-thirQS of thé names were recordeg 4in the native
form, one in four in.bdfh fdrﬁs and one in ten in the tréns]ated form
only. |

These figures wouid tend to indicate that there were aifferénces
in the degree to which Thompson and Fid1ér, and perhaps the
fur-traders in general, had mastered the Lndiaﬁ languages of the
Interior. Seventeen percent of the northern features ‘had names
recorded-on]y in the native language while sixty-two percent of the
southern features had names recorded in tn1s form. This -would suggest
tgat the native languages of the north -Cree, Chipewyan, Slavey, and
‘Beaver- were well Known to the fur-traders and surveyors who could
readily trans]a;e them into English or French for inclusion on maps.
In contrast, with nearly two‘thirds of the names reco}ded'in the south
being only phonetic approximdtiogs of the native name, a certaiq lack
of Ebi]ity on thecbart of the surveyor to translate the native words

is indicated. These results would tend to confirm the belief tnat the

fur-traders of this time per1od spent very little time among the

' _hosti]e tribes of the southe n grasslands.

The 1last remaihing aspect of the‘named features examined in both
the northern and southern sections has to Jo with the types of
-geographicé] featUrés .beihg 'named. Table 4-7 gjves a breakdown by
area and sufveyor of the.Trelative number of water feafures compared to
land features. Thg general tendencyAindicated by this table is that

regardless of the relative location of surveys, Thompson and Fidler
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collectively recorded four times more names for water features than
for land features. This general tendency also persists when each

surveyor is looked at individually.

Table 4-7 Types of Geographical Features for Which

Thompson and Fidler Have Recorded Names

South North

“Number (and percentage) of total 23 of 29 23 of 26
number of features that are ©(79%) (88%)
creeks, rivers, or lakes. : :
Creeks and Rivers 19 of 23 11 of 23

~ | (83%) (482%)
Lakes ‘ 4 of 23 12 of 23*

' (17%) (52%)

Number .(and percentage) of total v -
number of features that are jand b of 29 3 of 26
features. o (213} (12%)
Number (and percentage) of total _ '
number of features recorded by 12 of 13 20 of 22
David Thompson that aré creeks, (92%) (91%)
rivers, or lakes
Number (and gercentage) of total
number of features recorded by =~ 1 of 13 | 2 of 22
David Thompson that are land features. (8z) .+ (9%)
Number (and percentage) of total o
number of features recorded. by 21 of 27 22 of 25 7.
Peter Fidler that are creeks, . (78%) (88%) *
rivers, or lakes.
Number (aid percentage) of .total - . “?
number of features recorded by 6 of 27 3'0f 25 i
Peter Fidler that are land features. C(22%) (12%) ,Qj*

Wwhen the water features are further divided between flowing ahg;

Wl
3

non-flowing bodies of water240 then we see a markéd contrast betw§§n

-



the northern and“southern sectﬁons. In the north‘there is a:royghlya

equal sp11t between the numbers of f]ow1ng and non-fToWing water,

features For which - names were' recorded In the southernvsection there

is approxwmate]y a four-to one rat1o of creeks and rivers over Jakes.

. This: may s1mp1y be a ref]ect1on of the relative number of streams e

compared to 1akes,'wh1]e it is more likely a reflection .of the fact

that in’ the south few lakes ‘exist. as. parts of nav1ga§1e wateril
cpurses There was a]so the tendency in the south for the fur trader
and native traveller to rely far 1ess on the water course§ as routes

- of navigation as d1rect overland movement was not . 1mpeded by forestsvc
Thisv tendency would logically lead one to expect _that'~more land :
features might be named ‘in, the south than actua]]y. was the ease.;f
A]though this may be partia]]y attrfbutab]e to surveyor bias ‘towards

mapp1ng these types of features, a more 11ke1y exp]anat1on 'is that

a]though the rivers and streams of the south were - not used to any-

great extent as means of trave] they were used as po1nts of reference..tfm

while travelling on foot or horse across the often feature]ess_p]a1ns;
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_Fidler.
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i



Chapter 5

, CONCLUSION
> .
The preceding Tables (4-3 to 4-7), and the discussion that follows
‘each, clearly indicate that tﬁe names of geographical features within
the area of study, that were used by the fur-traders between 1780 and
.\1820, were derived from the native. languages of those areas. These
tables also indicate the usurviva] rate' for these names; the form in
~ which the names were recorded; and the types of features for wﬁicn
names were recorded. In this respeét the hypotheseé, as stated in
Chapter 1, are considered to have been proven correct. What remains
unanswered 1is the.question of why the fur-traders chose to use the
existing geographical names ’of. the Neétern -Interior and how these

native names were obtained from the native people.

Proposed Names Transfer MeChanism

The native ' people of\ the Western Interibr of British North
Americé, at the time of ffrst contact by Europeans, and to a certéjn
extent throughout” the fur-trade era, led a nomadic way of life. Tﬁe
Amerindians of the northern foregts moved from place to place in
sear@h of areas for fishing and for hunting large game animals such as
mobsé, céribou, deer, ahd wood-bison. The Amerindians who occupied
thé‘grasslands td the south followed the seasonal migrations of large

hékds of plains bison.’
/ ' .

;A nomadic 1ifesty]é woula, by its very nature, require a well

!

/

/

/ : | 10
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developed and extensive know]edge’ of the geography of the Western
Interior. This knowledge i$ reflected in the general accuracy of the
small scale maps drawn by nat{ves for Peter Fid]er] and also, in the
detail shown .. the larger scale maps ’drawﬁ for him Dy northern
indiansh The Qeographiga] knowledge would by necessity also include a
well developed system of geogréphica] nomenclature. The simplest form
that this labelling couid take was oqevbésed éither on a descrip%ion
of the feature itself or of the flora and fauna found in association
with the feature. For the purposes of this thesis the assumption has
been made that this system of native -geographical names had evolved
beyond the stage of simply beingédescriptions of geographical features
to being actual ]abeis more or- less permanently affixeq to these
featufes.. Although there is evidence froh Fidler's surveys in the.
northern section that differenf tribes of Indians had different
descriptive names for features there is no evidence that different
Indians within the same iribe used different descriptive names for the
same feature. P ' v P
With the relatively rapia influx of fur traders into the Western
Interior dhring the last two decades of the 1700s and the first two-of
the 1800s the problem of -the Europeans' lack of knowledge concerning
the geography of the area was solved, as discussed in Chapter 3, -by
emp]ﬁyiﬁg surveyors to map the region. This mapping occurred 1in
conjunction with vthe ongoiﬁg ‘trade and involved not only direct
observation of the location and form of geographical features but also
the questioning of those individuals who poSsessed knowledge of

distant ‘geographica1 features. Those individuals included both the



ne
nomadic native inhabjtaﬁts of the éééioﬁ and also, to a éertain.
extent, other fur tradens‘whq had.preceded the surveyors.:lkeoard]ess‘
of the source of the intormationlitfie clear from_thelana1ysis of the
data gathered that in aJmoét‘every instance the geographical namée can
be traced to the\natire people of the,region;

The means by which'tur traders and surveyors became famitiar wfth
the native names for geographica] features had to haye 'come about
through communication between the vtwo’ groups. Thiéi communication
wou]d have taken place on two levels: (1) diréCt'communicat{on,.qhich'iﬁ
wou]d ‘have necessitated 1earn1ng the native 1anguage or,(2) through )
Metis midd]emen. Some recent scho]arsz have emphas1sed‘the ro1e of
the Metis or Mixed-Bloods as mediators betWeén,thg}fur—traderwand the

-

Indian. Part of this mediator roll must certain]y,have involed the -

",

-

transfer of geographical knowledge from theﬁlndtan to the Fur-trader.
Once knowledge of the locatﬁon, size, ektent ﬁresence of Qame and
in part1cu1ar the name of the geograph1ca1 feature had been ga1ned.
the choice had to be made as to the form in wh1ch to. record the name
It-cou]dqbe~recorded e1ther ag (1) a representation of‘the~sound of
the nativeéword;l(g) a trans1ation of the native word fntovEnglish or v
French, or, (3) in both forms ‘-Tab]e 4-6 c]early.Shows.the>[ac%,of
cons1stency in the record1ng of names’ by the surveyors. "The question_
remains notgon]y as .to why this 1ack of consistency occurred but a]so o
why the fur trader chose ‘to adopt an Amer1nd1an syetem of geograph1ca]<h

nomenclature rather than developing one of the1r own. The answer toj

‘both these quest1ons lies in the fact that the fur traders were very

few in number compared to the native popu]at1on and were very much
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dependent upon the native people for - 'the tradef.fAIf the fur-trader
had consciously decided to ignore the local names for geographical
features there would have been obvious communication problems between
the natives and the trade}é. Being so few in number the fur-traders
couid not possibly have hoped to influence the ngtive peop1e in
adopting new names for features. The simpest solution to the problem
was to use the native name. It is unlikely that the fur-traders saw
any problem in using native names, they simply did what was both
1ogi§a1 and best for 'the trade'. Nhi]é one might question the’]ogic
behind having to -learn a language simply fo understand geographical "
nahes it was not for that .reason that the fur-trader learned the
native language: proficiency in the Native tongue was necessary for
communication and thus necessary for 'the trade’.

While 1t~1§ likely that many of the fur-traders wére conversant in
| local ndtive tongues this was likely not true of “their. superiors
either in Britain or back in Canada. The surveyor was expected to
produce maps that could be underétood by people who were unfamiliar
with the native languges and we thus see maps and reports from this
period of time that cqntain both native names and their trans]ationgl
This is well illustrated in Table 4-b. A logical gquestion at thfs
point would be “why both?" Why not simply produce maps and réports
containing only transiations. of - native ‘names? ‘The' answer to this
probéb1y Jies in the degree to whiéh’the fur-traders-kﬁew and used
native languages. There is considerab1e evidence throughbut the
literature fhati the traders had to be well versed in the native.

tongues “of the Western Interior in order to\trade with the natives.
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‘This duality of language is reflected in a duality of géographica]
name forms ogﬂwéps and in reports.

In very basic terms we see that the fur-trader was dependent dpon
~ both. the geographical ‘knowledge, which included geographical names,
and the language of the native people of the Wester.. Interior 1in order

to carry out the trade in an efficient:manner. A direct offshoot of

this dependency was the use of native place-names.

Recommendations for Further Research

The most obvious queétipn ra{Sed by th%s thesis is that if the
fur-traders adopted the native geographical nomenclature éf ihe
Wegtern Interior ddf&ng the period of time from 1780 to 1820 did they
alﬁoladopt native geograpﬁica] names dufing the periods of time both
before and after these four decades? Prior to the 1780s the Western
Interior had not beén well expiored and the rec -ds of that cursory
exploration left a gfeat deal to one's imagination. It was not until
the 1780s, witﬁ the influx of traderskemp1oyed by the Hudsoﬁ's Bay

Company and the North West Company, that we see- systematic recerd
¢

keeping concerning the geography of the area. The period of t1me

after the amalgamation of the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West

Company in 1821 saw a sudden decrease in the exp]orat1on and survey1ng }

of the Western, Interior. In this -respect the geograph1ca1_ data
required for a study of this type is not available a]thougp it is
likely that, other sources of data coUid be found. “

Another quesiion which could be examined in light of the resuits

b

e

‘~‘:‘
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of this study concerns the manner ‘and tiﬁe at which the naming
practices of the fUr-traders changed from that in which only native

names were used for geographical features to one in which names were

derived from other sources.

Endnotes -

1. see Map 4-7.

2. see Arthur Ray's Indians in the Fur Trade...
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Peter Fidler

Born in England in 1769 Peter Fidler was hired by the Hudson's Bay
Company as a labourer in 1788. In the summer.,of 1790 he ‘received
instruction in surveying from Philip Turnor and that fall accompanied
Turnor into the Athabasca country. Fidler succeeded Turnor as Chief .
Surveyor for the Company 1in 1792 and spent much of the next two
decades conducting surveys in the Western Interior until his death .in
1822. A ‘

David Thompsoh

Born in_ 1770 in England David Thompson was apprénticed - to the
Hudson's Bay Company in- 1784. He also received: instruction 1in
surveying from Philip Turnor. Thompson remained with the Hudson's
Bay Company until 1787 when he joined the North-West Company as their
Chief Surveyor. He retired from the N.W. Company: in 1812, spending

" the next two years preparing his now famous map of Western Canada.

Thompson died in Montreal in 1857.

Philip Turnor | !

Very little is known of Turnor's background. He was probably born
during-the early 1750s and died in 1799. He was the first individual

~ to be employed by the Hudson's Bay Company as a Surveyor and is known

to have conducted surveys in the Western Interior from 1778 through
to 1792. '

Peter Pond : ‘
Born 3n Connecticut in 1740 Peter Pond made his first expedition into

Sir

the Western Interior in 1775. He established the first post in the
Athabasca country in 1778 and became a partner in the North West
Company in 1783. After sel1ing his shares in the Company in 1790 he
returned to the United States and is believed to have died in 1807.

Alexander Mackenzie - <

Born in 1764 on the Island of Lewis Alexander Mackenzie -emigrated
with his parents to New York in 1774. In 1785 he became a wintering
partner for Gregory, McLeod, and Co. which was absorbed by the -North
West Company in 1787. In 1788 he was placed in charge of Fort
Chipewyan and ~in 1789 -made his famous expedition to the Arctic
Ocean. In 1793 he also mounted an, expedition to the Pacific Ocean.
Mackenzie left the North West Company in 1799 and formed the rival XY
Company in 1802. 1In 1808 he returned to Scotland and died in 1820.
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