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Abstract

[ ]
This thesis s a study of the City of Strathcona from it- origins in

1841 as fivk(L.ll(].uy and tdmonton Railway townsite to its demisce as an
independent community by virtue of its amalqdnmi ion wiilh tdm>aton in 1912,
This study ot Slrdlhgnng's hi;tnly examines both the realities ot its
growth in spatial, economic, political and socital terms as well as its
great expeclations for fu}urc'dcvclbpmcnt.v.1hix thesis wili show how
%llalﬂgqnd‘s great expectations focgscd on the idea of ity development
TN wiqni#{‘qn( Mctropoli[au centre ih the Edmonton regjon through the
construction ol railways.  This thewis examines the origin of this ideo

and i{s support within the community. The-contradictions which teveloped

between Strathcona's metropo’litan dreams- and the vealities of its limited

’
- L4

. v . . - . - 2 Coop
qrowth are pointed out.  In this examination of Strationa's failure to
establish itselt as the dominant urban centre in the region; the broader

question of tdmonton's success is disCuéS%d. In answering the question

why Strathcona failed, geographical and social as well as regional and

.

national economic forges are considered. This thesis will conclude that
Strathcona failed as a mgtropolitan centr: becausc of the manner in which
geography, the railway interests and other urban centres interacted in

order to prevent it from developing a significant hinterland.
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) , Introduct ion
. . e (

\

-

Between 1891 and 1912 o separate urban cotmmunity, existed on the sauth

side ot the North Saskatchewan River geross/ from Edmonton.  This fact,
runsocounter to the pattern of urban growth which has characterized the
. —

Bduonton Settlement since the carly 1870 when the 1irst buildings wer e

constructed vutside the walls of Fort Edmonton on Lhe north side ot thw
A

River. This separate commdnity was known as the unincorporated Town ot

s

south Edmonton 11am 1891 to 1899 and the incorporated Town/City of
Strathcona trom 1899 to 1912, For the pUl';)()SL‘ of this thesis the name

Strathcona has been adopted o cover the entire period from 1891 to 1912.

-

The emergence of this separate south side community can be traced to
the townsite development activities bf the Calgary and Edmonton Railway
Company which had been incorporated in 1890 for the purpose of construct-

ing and operating a railway "fiom a point on the lince of the Canadian
'

Pacific Railway Company, within the-town of Calgary, to a point at or
near EBdmonton, with power to extend authority to the International

boundary . . . and northly to the Peace River.“] The provisional share-

holders of the Railway as specified by the Act of Incorporation included:

James Ross, Edmund B. Osler, Herbert C. Hammond, William MacKenzie, Nicol

» !
Kingsmill, Herbert S. Holt and Donald B. Mann.

This Company had taken the initiative in the spring of 1891 to create

a tbwnsitc'by negotiating ggfeements dated the 24th of March with Joseph

2 . . .
McDonald,” owner of river lot eleven, Frederick H. Sache,3 owner of river

lot fifteen "A" and Alexander McDonald, John Cameron, Malcolm MclLeod and

Sarah McLeud,q owners of the southerly 103 1/3 acres of river lot seventeen

plus the fractional west half of section twenty-eight, township fifty-two,
range twenty-four west of the fourth meridian. An agreement dated the

] Y

A
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L

CLth o of Aprid with Thomas AL Andersomn’ covering river Jdots thirteen and

titteen conipleted the artangements by which the land tor a townsite wan

asscembled by the Calgary and Ldnonton Railtway Company.

.
'

'

: \
" lhe tenns of these agrecments tor all paytics were the same to the

extent that the owners agreed to provide the Calgary and <Edmonton Rai lway

-

Company with sufficient Tand up to o maximum of thirteen and one-halt

»

'

acres for right-ot-way and station qrounds, plus a halt interest in the
. : hd 4 . ‘

remaining portion ot land in return for the construction by the Railway

K

" Company of a station and engine shed at o specificd distance from the

various propuetties invalved. The distance specified in the agreements
was twelve chains tor river lots thirteen and fifteen and forty chains
) : :

For river lots cleven, fifteen "AY, seventeen and the fractional halt of
a7 "\. -

section twentyrciqght.

The aqgreements further specified that the survey of the townsite
would be undertaken by the Railway Company with the cost being shared

.

equal ly among the parties. The agreements concluded by stating that
upon completion of the survey a division of -the land would be made or an

agen} for the juint sale of all townsite properties appointed..
The R?ilway Company moved quickly to fulfill the terms of the agree-
ments when the head of steel reachgﬁ&}be\town§;tc/1nuJ@qy, 1891. . By the
' , AN AR = . '
25th ot July the survey of the ﬁQg:jije was in pfogréSs under the manage-

6 : ‘ K .
ment of U0 MCArthur., The plarm of survey was registered as Rlan 1 in

the Land Titles Office for the North,AWQgs[aALand Registration District
. N

at Ldnontun on the 25th of September, 189i.

A
The division of the land between the respeqtive owners was made

Y ' _
during a visit to Edmonton by A. M. Nanton in Auguﬁt, l89l.7 The

administralidn of the land acquired by the Railway Company was placed

-

/‘ N



' s
in the hands of the Calgary and Edmonton Rai Tudy ol owns i e Company,, the
| | | - )
attair of which were in turn administered by the Fiva ot Os ler, Hammone
. A

and Nanton.

The pd([él” ol land ownership which cmerged by vit tue Gf the Aqrec>
ments noted above is indicated nﬁ Mdp‘Onc. I“c data presented also
includes an aqreement prior to October, 1891, between fhomas AL Anderson
and the Calgary dﬁd Edmonton Railway Company by which the latter acquired

the total ownership ot river lots thirteen and it teen. o

o L

The principal interest of the Calgary and Ldmonton Rbilway Company

- . Lo - 1 .
was b the dand grant provided by the Dominion Government and the varions

tand purcnases made directly by the Company.  Thus the railway was comp-

Peted as quickly and as cheaply as possible throcgh such cost saving o L

. . «

measures as the climination of a telegraph line. ThE Jack of interest of 20 5
= . ’

this Company in the railway business was also demonstrated by the fact

N

. . . oL . .
that the Tine was leased to the Cdnadian Pacitic immediately upon its',

: . i S
completion.  Such an eventuality had been provided for in the Act to -7 )
‘ , ‘ Vo - ‘
Incorporate the Calgary and Edmonton Railway Company.
The construction ot this railway was therefore not part of a long
term plan to establish any one railway's control over Novthern AlbcrtQ.
The Calgary and Edmonton Railway Company preferred. to enjoy the short .

term profits to be derived from the upgrading ol the tiansportation link
belween Edimonton and Calgary and the establjshment ol a townsite near

e M -
tdwonton. It was hoped by the Company that this new townsite in which

they were the major land owner would usurp the position of Edmonton as
. . R

\ [SfI- N

the dominant urban centre. in the region. '

The geographical aspects of the railway townsite as it developed ,

~

from 1891 to 19)2 are the valley of the Horth SaSKapchéwanrRiver and an
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apland g, P devinion betwevo npland  bain and ive. valley o
aceblas the tovn e s ather geographical teatures are i has ol od by Moy
o * o : . , i
Pooo e taover valley which varies in width o0 Stiathcond from one-hal i
o one e s canstituted op Lo approximately 300 ot itn tatal area. Ihe

e and ces asshotated valley also served to o define the northern and

t
Sesterasaoundar tes of [})(‘ St [he Novy th Sastat chewan River, vhidh
averages J00 yards o width, s i appros jme, et is0 b et below the
ageneral Tevel ot the upland plain. LU tolTows a meandering couise on

. - * ®

the valley Led thuse creating o series of Foodplain.. weparated by ander ¢t
clhittas Thewe tlopdplains cover a wignificant arda belween the river and
the actual bottom of the valley sltope.  The viver, which is subject to

seasonal Hluctuations in flow, is fgozen over usually between Navember st

and December Thoh to spring break-up which usually occurs between April llth

.

. D]
and Toth.

The epland sartace which constitutes the remainrng /0. of the site is
) - . . . e . 4 .
purt ot g Tevel till plain wirich has been modified over much of its area
. . - - [ Sy .
by lacustrine depositions {rom Lake Edmonton. The subsoil is predomi-

‘nantly clay. Additional fteatures ol this upland portion of the site

Wiclude tributary streams which have created valleys which serve to sup-

d{vidu this upland surface and two relic lakes. McKernan and Lendrum
Lakes cach covered a total area of approximately thirty acres.

tn addition to these lakes, numc;ous swamps and ponds in which the
water Qarivd-wilh the dryness of theJSeason'were also present. The upland
poOrtion ot the site was originally c@vered by parkland‘vegegation con-
sisting ot scrub brush and small diaméter poplar trees. The north faciné

valley stope and the floodplains were by contrast heavily forested by

whiite spruce, balsam poplar, aspen poplar, some paper birch and- the red

-
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/
. .
|2 ’
vdogquoad ., Other on site resources incbaded ook clave coal and placer
aold deposits. The voal resources conmistod ot cavily accessible beds
, - .
of Tigoite coal. It compoasitron made DU suitab e Tor domestic use and
V
: >

PO raksing S lear in bioeed installations, althoagh it was not suitable

tor general use in i Tway ]U(umqlfvcw.‘; '
G“UWF&V“E(,I"PAYUFPH b regiongl o tan. e owhich hdd‘implicntiunu

For s 1;[urv q;nwlﬂ wre ddblustrated Po Maps Thice and Four . These

teatures indlude t%; Hﬂqvw: Hﬁllw and the Vv{lwu Head Pase . Based on

Depar tinent ot Interion maps ot the period, . the Beaver b, . cover od

approsinatedy™ /50 square i les inoan e cotimencing fwo miles cast of

. T4 ’
Stratheong, . ' '
Thiv feature of the Tandscape i o Fegion ot recessional ool gine
' -
containing many lakes.and other bodics of water . The clevation ot the

v

Beaver dills extends e te D500 teet while the devel of Uhe uplanﬁ

PO of the Lownsite varies trom o100 1o 2,200 teet . The irreqgular
teriain, Targe bodies of water and the clevalion of the Beaver Hiills

- , . : .t

presented potential problems with respect to railway and roadeway const e -

tion. The Yellowhead Pass, swhich was located 200 mides west of Stratheona.

N ’ *

Was a4 positive aspect ob Strathcona's location. This Pase had been found

suitable tor a transcontinental. railway during the initiak SUlVeys Ccon-

kdu&lcd by the Canadian Pacific Railway. Thus Stirathcona was tavour.:-ihiy

AN .

AN . . . . ' . R
located given any future transcontinental railway construction projects.
N : ,

Oth;?\ucogfaphical features of regional irnirtance included the soi

i
and commercial™Notands of timber. As illustr wd L Map Three Strathcona

was located withip

I

SO I Whidh viere 60.

A region containing dark w0 oack and dark grey

75. arable. _Thus a ». foant polential exilied

. |

s

¢ N\,

. AN . . :
Tor the growth ot an agricyltural communt ty adjacent to Strathcona.. The

I

’

u\,«'\\
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COMBerCial ot vidn of 1 imbed i laded whi ge poplar Subioh averaged rten

PChies 0 thy ke obiack poplag sowhite hicoh which oy tained g diameter

)

ol erght o in(hva, Shtuce and tamarac.,
The 1o, GOTI mater gl b out Fined the events o rounding the
cutablichoent ot the townsite of Strathcon. . Having provided this v~

Portation, which i Hecensary to understanding the Pataneters within

SECH ST athicoia woul develop ) the FolTowing chaptere will examine by
pheesical, wocial, political and ecanomic arowth ot Strathcona with a

view o dETrneating those factors which scrve 1o explain ity twenty-one

-

e ol Lenarate developnent and (. Analgamat ion wih Ldmonton. By -~
daing these chapters will he concerned with the extent to which the
Rai Ty Lompany actual by presented a decisive Challenge to the position

SEBdmanton the willingness ot the o Cizens of this naw community to

carty this, challenge through to g successtul. conclusion. I order 1o
[s3
place the history of Strathcona in o broader context, thiy thesis wilj

\

ala oncerneds with the theme of Ldmonton' s rise a4 4 metropolitan
centre during the period from 1889 to 1912, 1n <o doing, the question
o Strathcona's status as a separate conmunity and it place in _the

overall growth ot urbaniom i the greater Cdmonton areq will be evaluated.

L
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Chapter One

Ihe Physical Development ot Strathcona

The ciiergence ot Strathcona as-a physical entity can be divided

into Lhie Iulfuwinq thiee pgriud\i 1891;98, |899‘|906 and 1907-12.  The

. . . . . . ) .
boundarics of this comunity which are associated with these various

’
peitods are il lustrated by Map Five.  As this uap indicates, the thrust
. ” :
. © . . ‘
of trathcona '™ expansion by virtue of the boundary extensions carried

out in 1903 and 1907 was to the south aitd west.

The vegistration of Plan | in 1891 marks the beginning ot the tirst
period of Strathcona's development during which tine the Calgary and
tdmonton Railuay Company played a dominant role in intluencing the growth
ot this comaunity., THhE street names noted on this plan honoured a number
ot C.P.R. officials, the original owners of Lh§ LownsiIe, notable citizens
of tdmonton and Alberta.  Plun 1 which covered 925 acres was the corner-
stone upon which the physical development of Strathcona took place. The
boundarics ot the Town ot Strathcona as incorporated in 1899 did not Vdry.
significantly from the area which it encompassed. The area defined by
this plan did not encompass any existing buinings ot consequence, nor

“did it have to take into account the land ownership rights of any indivi-
dual and/or organization such as the. Hudson's Bay Company which were not
o paitly to the agreements with the railway company. The plan also failed
to take into consideration the location of the Calgary and Edmonton Trail.

The plan of survey is on north and south and
cast and west lines and is uniform, covering all
the properties irrespective of their boundaries. ’
Two -streets 100 feet wide extending to the extreme
boundaries ot the properties cross each other at
right angles a short distance northwest of the
station. The street runnjng north and south is on
the line between river lots 11 and 13, the property

ot Juas. MacDonald and Thos. A. Anderson respectivély.i

12:
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AT othier wtreets cun parallel Lo ooe or the ot e
ol thoao and are 00 teet wide. The dots e $3 .
3 bty daid ot f i Blocks which tie Tenglingdae
cast oand west, making the lots Tie north and south

.

. It

vilh some variations near the station.

s bdicatad by Map One Che Tocation of the main north-south wtreet
. ; \ »

sl ocas oot the Calgary and Edpoaton Trail. A dap One Jlnolindi.alpﬁ‘ the

v

Pication of the two main streets, naachy TOOLL Street and Uhyte Avenue,

anc the i tial subdivision ar the Blocks along these streets ldvml%rd the .
rCal entate bnterests of the rai lway COrpany .

[ addition to carrying nut the survey ol the site, the Calgary and
Cdionton Kaibuay Company also constructed the first buoi Idings "at the new
town which incladed a station, scction house, cugine Nouse, coalshed, watoer

‘ L/ SR
tank and hotel . e hotel was Tocated-on the north-west cornect of Whyte
Aveone and TO4d Street, thus initiating the physical growth of Strathcona .

Lo the west ol te station along Whyte Avenue, I Augost, 1891, the ruil-

way company undeviouk the grading ol Whyte Azenue From the railway trachk

to Foh o Street and ludh bklvr[-tlnm Why te vzenac Lo bdskdtChqun'Dii:u.lF
fhi\ grading program provided tur ther incentive tor the grouth of
Strathcona's central core along Why e Avenoe Hoetween 103rd and 104ch
Sfrwuts. i 1592 fhrlhvr public Vol ks were dodertalen by the promoters
ot the towasite. These public works included the grading or Why}c.ﬂvVnuc
cas U trom the varlway tracks to 99th Street; 3th Streel from dhygF AVvHuc
3

r ~

. . 7. |(~j ) . N
Lo Lavkatohewan Ditve; 7 100t Stirect Trom Wiyte Avenmie Lo 76Lh Avenue:
. r

Joth Avenue cast along theroad allovance belween section 21 and 28 to

. ‘ .. ) 20 .. .
Ml Creek where a bridge was built.”7 The luast significant public work

N ‘

undertaken by the railtway company was- tie construction of a,road from

Saskatahewan Drive near the railhead to the unper fterry crossing.  Tnis

toad provided a nore convenient ronte from Walterdale to the new townsite.



Fhis Toprovement Lo the site was registered in the Lond Titles Ot ik‘u tor
North Alberta o P
The catent to which the new community depended upon the oo

ol Uster, Hommond and Hanton to provide public works can be illustrated

\

4
by o weet ing held

» .
lan 1-6 in January ot 18%0.

o South bdmonton o March, 1894, 1o deal with the

question ot g bridge across the North Sashatchewan River:

It g

proposed .. . that this mecting of South

Sbdmonton citizens request Messres, Osler, Hanmond &
confer with the Edmonton delegates and
fixed

Nanton to
meet  thoem

. regarding
\

H’Til' townsite

howevet did have

,

visit to Strathcona in April, 1895, for the purpose of looking into the

matter of street i

M. Lot

Usler

v

Hammond & vianton . . . informs
I things their company have done tor the Town for

at Ottawa on a date to be afterwards
the question of the traffic bridqge.

Company's willingness to serve the needs of the citicens

A Limit as was explained by Hi. Charcles Lottt during a

mprovements

t, one of the head agents for Messrs.

which. we have not given them credit, and stated

that the other townsite owners who have as much
property in the townsite as them, should at least 5

meet the company half way.

Despite the lack of a local government, some citizens of this new

community were prepared to undertake improvements to the site through

their own efforts:

4

Today the long talked of vorwk has bequn on

grading Whyte Ave.
and Jas. McDonald preparec

oo many

rd

Robert .Turnbull, Harry Wilson
ind started a contri-

bution list for this work and already some forty-
five dollars have been subscribed. From the
railway crossing to. the Raymond Hotel will be
graded now and all the streets will be done as
soon as funds are available.

: ’ J ' oo aw
Statule Labor District No. 47 also provided a formal "structure through
which local residents could undertake public works. Work on Whyte Avenue

was undertaken in this way under the direction of Statute Labor Overseer

23
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oo lrricc ta developing various caibeay propes Cies and v ar o
- !
roand aliacances incNifded inothe plan, the at by company thiough i
‘ -

gycat s ber oo ond and Nanton, cigaged in oan gotive sales PEOGT I on
amationswide basis tor the disposdl ot vty propet Gy in SUratheorm g wel |
cavoonnen Lo les alung the Calgary ghd Eduonton Railway. 10 aany Cases

these proper tie Avre sold on condition that o structure Lo erccied in g
et " u
Al
¢ PR

e bhied Tengtn ot Cime. "% he net 1 dSult ot 1he i bway s deve lopnent

w

chtorts and the construction progn ams atder taken by the various indivi-

duols and companies who were attached to this. wite is illustrated by
Maps Six and Scven. .
By 189 tie built-up arca of ‘Strathcona covered approximately 20

ot the site an dncorporated in that year.  The arva covered by the built-

’

up o diea constituted approximately 40% ot the total amount of land thai
hal becen subdivided and available tor sale.  These proportions of buiift-

Up area Lo tolal area and built-up area tu total amount of subdivided

land were to be a characteristic of Stratheons ' physical growth throoohout

s history.

the Tand use” pattern evident im this built-

As Map Soven thustrat s
| y

v

Up diea can be considered in term of tour tvpes, namely; commercia 1,

Q .
eccndential, adustrial o and public or semi-public.  The commercial land.

U e Qun critrated in g core area Inc;}cd an Whyte Avenue west ot the
Patteay o stact o between 103rd and 106th Strects. By 1899 Lhe lots along
Wioocsnutie Detvieen these two strects were upuuﬁiuq Jith one exception
by cammcc\idl wlructures Lhus creating the Iafgest single concentration

of buildings in -Strathcona.

The Biion fatensity of Jand use (hqracteristic ol Lthe central O e
, | / \

1
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ty 184, however | was not evident in (he Ii"\lvh‘flii.li aean f'ii Mo
Canens the bhilock, of Tand uned tor resideat 1N purposes wen e o upied by
oty tuo ta th eo pud Tdings. f\'w~i|lx":1( tal Lo use predominated aor thaest
ot th.\quldl SO near Strathe rna's public wchool Tocated on the south-

cant o corner of 84th Avenue and 105t .Slrm-l vhirch had been constracted
in i'(i‘)lo.

Ao noted carlice, o contributing tactar to the location of these
major concenttations ot commercial and residential Land use AR the

decinion by the Calgary and Edmonton Railway Company to grade Why te

Avenue between TO35d and 104th Streets and 104510 Street from Whyte Avenoc!

north to saskbatchiewan Drive as  theis 1||~.'l riprovement made to this Lown -
’
S b
[he arcas ol irmAuslllidl Fand use were m,i.u)m.cnlcznvd at one focas
Tlion but were tragmented and not contiquon . v othe ¢uo ol Tand use.
b ﬁl“l(;HIL‘H[.ili()ll I(I‘f]L‘k,Ib the role of Tactore \QC'),! as location ol

- o

Pesaurces, prosimity to narkets and modes ol Dranspoirtalion.
The importance of the tivst three tactors can be illusdiatced by the

growth ot industiial land use in Walterdale.  This industrial growth

included-a sawni I, tannery and brichyard: John Walter established his
sawid L operations there in order (o utilize the river as a means of
transpor ting the loys trom his timber Timits Jdocated Lo the west. The

Pollard Brochers brickyard was located in Walterdale in order to take

advaintage ol the deposits of clay. In the case of thé sawmill and the

brickyard, this location placed them close to their principal markets,

namely . Strathcona and Edmonton.  The Bedard Tanncry was located in

Walterdale in order to take advantage of (he availabitity of water 1

the 1iver -

lhe aumoant of land devoted to public and semi-public use was rela-

~.

~—
-~
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Pive by smab T propostion ta othuer Uypreen of Tana ase. CThrs tact detlects

f v

the newness of Stoathcona, which was still S0 the process ob under qoing

coctal and political development .

b tervie ot the commercial, residential, indastrial and public or
E \\ \ B
\ S
Lo plind i n[un%lulvs, duvariely ob construction matarialys can be noted.
| . SO
‘ , e . . S .
Pheconwner cial and residential wtraciures were predominant | /ol wood
Frare constiruction.  However . brick was used as a construction material
: . o

teo o Pagrishy when ne bui bt his second and cthird stores in Strathcona's
consfercial core. Broicks had been manutactured locally since 1881 when

JooHourston and W. Humberstone started a trichyard in tdmopnton.  Brick

v albso amed by W.o B Ross whien he bigilt SRS hbsinvss block in 1894,

Botie the bitdd mand wood Commercial structures with the exception of the
tod bway notel gnd the Raymond Hotel were one to two Stories high anc

one ot o widih I some cases these commercial structlures extended

the tull tength of the lu}. The talse fronts on“th wood stores were
alo evident on Mmain street” Stratheona.  The iﬂdUsFrid] structures
viere generally substantial buildings as ij Fustrated by ,l*1c foltowing
description ot [h<'L\hmw1UJQ ijlinq to. plant:

The main buiLding is 39 teet by 48, and s
thiree stories and o basement | the engine room is
20 & 30 féet with a coal room attached. 12 x 36.
there is also an outside store house 16 x 48 teet.
The building is frame, very substantially built,
and entirely encased with iron, with the exception
ol therengine house which is solid stone, the main
building is set on g stone {foundation the walls
beiany 10 feet in height, and the roofs also being
covercd with iron, makes the mill almost impreg- 26
nable from danger of outside fires . . .. K )

The use ot brick as a construction material in public buildings was

Dcunin 1894 with the completion of Duggan Street School.

°

Lhe second period of Strathcona's physical. growth began with the



'
incorporation of the Town of Strathe omnag on June HolEgg. Incorporation
provided the citizens ot this community aitlh . nedies thiongh which they
could anden take the requlation.and development ot (hein comman ty . Fhus

tonnoaghoot the period trom 1899 1o 1906 the lown Council rather than the

Calgary and bdwonton Railway tended to be e stugle mostoinpor tant

¢

Factor i the overall L‘PV(‘h)p)KWII ot this Comanni Uy, The Council's 1ote

P

P this regard was primari by evident in it pubil v orks program.

v

Prabit, seater and scewage systems plus the constroction of g tive hall which

poctormed o vaciety ol Lanctions tor the . towin.  the Town Counci through
the Public Works Committee albso wider Look var iGus sireel Phprovenent s,
sidewabh ConsUuction projects and dirainage worle The Town Couancil atso

ai tanged Lo provide telephone service to thia Commni ty through a tran-
chise arrangeaent with the Edmonton Distiict Feltepnone Compacy . This
dyreement was embodied in By-law 29 and rotificd on November 200h, 1900.

The town Council ot Stratheona also intlucnced the growth ot the

/

comaunity through the passing of by-laws requlating the tvpes of building
material o that could be used in the core area. The impetus for such a
by=law was g concern for the prevention of tites. This concern was

cmbodicd in By-law 63 passed in 1902 which ClUchd’d fire timit{ zone.
This fite linit zone, which covered the lots along Whyte Avenue betwe?ﬁ
TO3ed gad 104th Streets on both sides of the strect, was specifically
dwziqna(ed as ah area wherein no wooden buiidinqs could be cénstructed.
By- .. < ;xtensivcly revised in January, 1407, shortly beforc

St i 1se to City status for the pprpobé'of “heading off cheap
wooden S hiuctures whice were in course of eraclion in the business

S 27 ' L - . .
sectivn ot the town." These revisions were contained in By-law 167

Thia progran included the establishment of municipally owned clectvic

P4

k3
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Which created Pirat and wecond lass i e Frant cone ) the eatent o
whioh e indicated on Map bLight.,
. .
Within the Fiood class tire Timit sone:
) ] .
LS Ho o person, persons, corporation o Corporat bonsy
[vas ol owed to] build or “erect any bui lding o i
agd THion Lo any existing building, .. Countes,
' e zame shall be bullt witic main wall .ot Storic,
) ) ' . .
LKk, Lron o1 concrete, and roofed with i, dr1on,
sincy copper, slate, tiles, telt and aJazed with
shingles cmbedded at deast one halt inch in 1ime )
mortar. Provided always that any toundation laid, .
Lutlt or erected within the said limits shall be 8

composed of brick, iron, stone o concrete, .

The by ~Taw also dmposed the same Lypes of requirement s with respoect Lo
< . N

burlding materials for the external walls in buittdings which were Lo be
. crected inothe second class five Timit zone.  Ihe by-law also roequired
that wooden buildings: . .

crdarged or renoved from amy place dithin o
without the said second class fire Fimita to any
place within the same shall have Stone, iion,
brick or concrete toundations and be veneetred or
encased on the outside with brick o ton; and
the roof it not covered with tfn, i, Zite,
copper, tiles or felt and gravel xhall be shing- '
ted in lime mortar not less than half an inch in
thickness. )

¢ The by-law turther stated that:
no person shall repair or alter with Lood Lhe
vAternal wall of any building to be viccted within
. . - - . 30
the said fivst or second class Pire Timits
This by-law as r1evised thus excluded wood as o Ss1gniticant construction
NN

St cr ial bron the core area in any new bufldings or building additions

.“\¢u)kwtakon in dhe pe from 1902 to i9|2. Brick was, theretore, the

p.gdomipdnl construction material in the pericd afttor 1902 during which
time considerable acdcpelopment and utili%atﬁon of unoccupied land was

under taken . |

Despite the predominance ot the Town Council dariyng this period,
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. .

radbeays continued 1o contribute Lo the phy i col arcsth ot Strathcon.,
.

thiough the construction ot (he tdmonton, Yokon o Pacit. Rai hwvay . Ihis

railway had originally been chartered in | B30 under a Dominion Stotute
by g group ot Bdoonton entreprencurs as the Edmontan Distr ict Rai Tway

For the purpose of constructing a tailway trom Ldmonton (o various neigh-

Bouriong conmunitics such as St rathicona,. bort 4askat chewan, Stony Plain,
B[._Alhtll and tort Assiniboine. By August, 1898, however ,  the Cadlway

o

had passed into the hands of Willian MacKenszie and Donald Mann, Upon

Cacquinring the charter, they quickly constiucted the Strathcona to tdmonton

<,
section ot the Tine over g bridge provided by (he Dominion Government .

The inauqguiat ian of this section took place in Uctober, 1902,

The changes which took place in Strathcona's built-up area during

the period 1899 to 1906 have been sumaf i zed by Maps Six and Niae. A

these maps ilhustrate, significant changes i the divection of growt

amd the Uype o growth had Caken place.  Thewe Chmaes include the qronth

-

ob g signiticant arca of residential Fand tse on the east side of (1
railway tracks -as well as the growth of industrial Jand use on the
. . ’» . y . V ‘. . . ’

Cloverdate Flats and in Mill Creek. These tndustiial Tand use changes

. N . o . .
reltect the role of the tdmonton, Yukon and Pacitic Railvay in providing
Liansportation facilities and the boundary extensions carried out by the
Fown ot Stratheona which took in land upon which industrial. development

had taken place prior to expansion. It alsou should be noted that land

use for public or semi=public Purpuses . is becoming increasingly important.

~

Signiticant changes also began to occur wi{hin the centfal core ared
as the redevelopment of some of the property alond Whyte Ayenge was car-
ricd out. A case in point was the construction of the Dominion Hotel
on the >outh'>idu'ut Whyte Avenue bct&een 103rd énd_IOhth Stregts. This

vias g three story brick structure which replaced a two story wooden

—

° -
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Ste e tare wchieo b had gl tanc tioned an o an et
Fhe vt nano e peciod in Strotheona'™ poarcab ddvelopment occun e,
S . . . , . 4
between g0/ and 1912 duving which Cime o oonibier o agencies inc lbading

Phe Commc D o Strathoona, the Lanadian Pacit. B buay, the Canadian

A

Horthern i hvas aod the Dominion Govermment ol contributed to moulding

Che appeatance b this commumi ty whitch hod dcquised the status of g (it

Phe ity Conncid plaved ity tole thiongh the constiaction ol o namber of

. X .
mintcipal b bdiogs shich oncladed o ity hall, o new tire hall, Libioary,

hospital and pub i mavket . o some case® the constiaction ol these -

butbding o ndd been the sabiject of discussion poror to 1907, uther ot i
| } |

works under taken inctuded the upgrading and extension ot the municipally

ocned ut il ity s ctems . strect improvement s, sidewall onstiuction and the

)

construction ob g bridge across Hibl Creek. A stvect dailway yslom vds

also burlt 1o werve the needs of Strathcona during this period.

Ihe Cio o Council was also concerned about the genthetic dnd recrea-
Liongl anpects ot the growth ol the community. In May, 1907, Tandscape
—~ .

architect, J. M, Todd; 5JbMiLLcd d\iiziii to the Cuuncf]'on a beantifi-
cation program involving parks and lﬁh:Lgygfdj,: The dev;lopmcnt Qf a
'pdrks bys L st bugun in April, IUO/, when tne Lity'purchased land
owned by the Calgary and Edmonton jolway Company on Lhc river bunkﬁ‘
Olhvl.pArks‘wcrc developed with land provided by private citizens such
NI 5. Ruther tord. In 1910 the City also pu{phasgd the athletic
aground s IUgslvd on University Avenue from the Stiathcona Industrial
txhirhi tion A%Suhid[ioﬂf

The Toun Louncil also negotiated an agreement for the establishment
ot"railuay terminal facilities in SLrathcoha. This terminél,agreement

wan esponsible for g significant construction program in Strathcona by

the Canadian Pacific Railway which included a nuew station, a twelve



Stalbl Docamolre toundoouse and related serviooe Tacibition am we Ll oge
v-ljnununu oo the van vy cords. The constiruction ol the bui bdoneg.
which were called tor -in ot dq}vvmun( VST G e e cd in‘thv Sprtng ol
INSTVIAS

By virtue ot this terminal agrecment, the tand atilizod vy the

Canadian Facitic Raihway topidly increascd thus acceniuating the role
ol rhe tailuay an o divisive dactor within e community o This problem
vias anherent i Plan T as adopted in 1891 The tobe of the . PR asy
g divivdive tactor was further gecentuated by the entry of this company
into bdwonton over the High Level Bridge. 1o order to provide a southern
approach Tor the High Level Boidge, a railway ight Ol=way throagh an
cxinting residential district of Strathicons was necessary .

The Canadian Northern Railway, as has boen notod, was a part of the

/ _ ’
hi~tory ot Strathcona since 1898 when MacKersic and Mann acquit ed the
bduanton, Yukon and Pacitic Railway ,and initioted construclion ol o 1ine
Tvom Strathcona to Edmonton.  Construction activiticos undertaken divectly
by this company included a station located on 806th Avenve between 1030d
and T0hth Streets and a right-of-way which 1an south from this station
’ 1
Lo the City Timits, both of which were constiucted botween 1310 and lyl?.
The Canadian Northern station and the right-of-way was located west of
the Canadian Pacific Railway Lrachs in an arca of unoccupied lTand.
O ’ ' r v

The entry of the €. N. R, into the commubiity was thus achieved
without having to disrupl existing built-up areas. The railway stalion
and the track running south were built in order o serve two branch
lines which the C. N. R. was planniuq, which were to run south from

N . ! - . -

Stratheona to talgary. The €. N. R. applied in 1909 for permission to

build the first of these branch lines which was intended to follow a S

toute south from Strathcona and west of the Calgary and tdmonton Railway

B



an tar south as RBed Deer at whioh point i would cross the Calqgary and
' o 31 ‘ . . -
tdionton and proceed on to Calgary. the construction of this Tine
s, however, delayed indetinitely because of the objections Lo its
Tocation by the . Po Ro oand 1he many commritaies along the cxisting
. . ' . . . 32
tailway teom Colgary to Strathcona, ine luding Strathcona. The sacond
Lo NG RO boanch Tine was built by this company under the terms, of the
. . v . . . 33
provinctally chertered Alberta Midland Railway Company. It had been
tncorporated by the Alberta Government in 1909 and became part ot the

34 '
Coo NG RO the same year ., Ihe Tine was to Tollow a course southeans!t

o

Prvom Strathoonag to Camrose, Stettler and falgany. e finalization ol
the Tocation of this line was delayed antil November, 1911, because of
f

objections trom the various comnunitics of Lo tod, dncluding Strathoona.

The Dominion Government contributed to the urbain bandscape of
N }

Sthrathcona thiough the construct fon o P90 ob o pose of fice and arom y .

The construction of the post oftice had been urqed by Strathcona on e

-

grounds

That having regard to the civic and commercial

interests of the City of Strathcona this council

is ot the opinion that the preseni |, st office
accommdation of the city is not only inadeyuate,
cbut o disgrace to a'city of the importance and

dignity ot Strathcona; and this council is turther
of the opinion that immediate steps should be

taken to press upon the Post Office authorities at
Ottawa the absolute necessity of provision being
made in the Supplenentary Estimates tor o post 36

ottice site and building in this Cily. Yy

Ihe constiuction of other monuments Lo SLI’J>.I\;UH<}‘> civic pride and

its abiding hope of future growth occurred during this period. Buildiig,

included in this category are the Metropolitan Methodist Church, Strath-

cona Public Library, Strathcona Fire “Hall Ho. One and the Canadian

Pacitic Kailway Station. @
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Mhe changes in Strathcona's built-up arca in the period tiom 190/
to 1912 Gve sunmarized in Maps Six and Ten.  Dur ing the period, expan-
sion of existing arcas of commcrcidl,fresidvn(inl, industrial and pubtic
Fand use occurred.  New areas of growth developed on river lot tive
where LUc_Unchrsity of Albgrta was being constructed-and east of Mit}
Creek. New types of land use that are evident during this period include
- . ;
a number of parkg which were developed by the City.
‘Other‘siqnificant aspects of St}athcona's growth dur}ng this period
include the extent .to which many areas of open space within the built-up

v

arca were utilized and the extent to which the central business district
grew in size and complexity. These changes in the gentral corélinvolvcd
primdrfly the construction of a numbef‘of three onry brick blocks along
Whyte Avenue which pfévided conmercial, residential an& pfofcssional
office space. The complexity of the core arca in terms of the services
it provided was further increaséd by the construction of a number of
municipél buitdings such as the library, city hall and f}re hall in an
arca of partially occupied land bounded by 33rd Avenue, 104th Street,
89th Avenue and lO;rd Street.

The foreguing~qut]ine of Strathcona's physical growth has demons--
trated How Strathcona developéd a well—de%ined central business district
focuséd on the C. P. R. station with residential growth taking place on
both sides of Lhe‘track. This concentric pattern was primarily~t5e result

ot the origfnal subdivision plan drawn:up and impremented by the Calgary
and tmm;1U)n Raiiway Company and the site improvements undertaken by that
Company.

Given }he amount of physical growth experienced by Strathcona, geo-

graphy did not play a significant role in modifying this concentric

pattern.  Geography did hdwever play a significant role in fragmenting
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areas of industrial Tand vuse.  This particalar 1ole served to introduce

\

“athcona's growth. This

various deviations from the basic pattern of St
fact i« primarily evident in Walterdale where a lunberyard, brick plant

and coal mine developed.  This growth attracted some residential and
‘ ) :

commercial development. Thus Walterdale scrved as a secondary nuclei

tor development to that of thne railway station.

The role of the Town/City Council was reduced to carrying through

: . S - e
the development of the site within the (ardmc(cru established by the
Calgary and tdmonton Railway. However, the Council was involved in the.
development ot parks and boulevards which had not been taken into account

\

by the Railway Company when it surveyed the townsite.
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Chapter Two

The Social History of Strathcona

o

The foregoing chapter has demonstrated howbthe Calgary and Edmonton
Railway Townéite was fransformed from a subdivision pian into a‘pﬁysiﬁul
entity with spaflul dimensions which served to define it as an urban
community. The procéss of urban growth which has been identificd in

'
Chapter One also entailed the cstablishméntlut a number of institutions
organized around various religious, cultural, educational, and economic
aclivities. The social history of Strathcona thus made an equallyﬂimpor>
tani contribution to Strathconafs sense of community.

The process of socia%ugrowth was initiated very soon after the
arrival of the railway with the establishment of a number of Ecligious

) -«

institutions. The churches established by Strathcona's first families

,included Metropolitan Methodfst, First Baptist, Knox Presbyterian, Holy

< »

Trinity Anglican and St. Anthony's'Roman Catho{?c. ;

“The fitst churcﬁ Strbcture located on the north side of 83rd Avenue
near 104th Stréet was a f}aﬁe building erected in 1892 on land donated
by the Calgary and Edmoqton.Railway Company. It was built primarily to
serve th‘needs of Strathcona's Methodigts but was a]éo us%a by Presby-
. Lerééns aﬁa Baptists prior to their procurement of sebarétq structureé.37
Citizens of Strathcona who were jnvolved in the establishmeﬁt of this
'church fncluded Robert Mchrnan, John Shields and Frank Wheatly. Rev.
George Elmitt, who was tHévfirsf resident minister for this congregation,
was appointed in 1893. The frame structure built in 1892aw$s replaced
byré br}ck buildfng erected on'the same sLEé in 1907. This building;
which was designed by the Strathcona architectural firm oF.Whiddjngton

Bros., was built to hdld 1,000 people. An important part of the life

o

33
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ot Metropolitan Methodist Church was the ! ' Society which was

organized in October, ]895.38

- The activiti. .S organization in-
¢ luded fund raising‘préjecth to defray the church debt.

The organization of Knox Presbyterian Church was Lndertakcn in 1894
when a buildi © committee composed of Messrs. R. Bissett, Cossar, ﬁcrgu5on,

3 By 1894 a building

Durand, McCu. and {; J. MacKenzie wa uDOinHud.
located on the northeast corner of 84t " ue and 104th Street had been
erected on land donated by the Calgary and Edmonton Railway. “?he minutes
of Lhc first annual meeting held in the church show that a Ladies Aid
Society was in operation during 1894, the fjrst yéar for the congregation
in'its own church.”qo "These minutes aféé indicate that "much attention
had been given to Vvisiting strangers‘and helping newcomers‘feel at home."'
From 1894 to 1898 Knox was part of the Home Mission field and thus re-
ceived assistance from other CQQ?regétions including First Presbyterian
Church, Edmonton. - Y . : |

Iﬁ ]899 Knox was plac;d on t&e Augmented IisF}Which allowed it to
assume greater respon§ibilitY fo; its own devel&p%ent after ''Dr. NcQueen's
éxplanation of the rather thin state to which the Home Mission fund was
stretched ;n helping so many new communities.”q2 In 1900 Knox agreed to
’go.up to lhe Sélf-sustai ing status and aséumevfull responsibility for
the cohg}egation and the right to call their own mfnister. Prior to 1900

the congregation of Knox Church was not served by a permanent minister

resident in the community. In 1907 the building constructed in f895 was

replaced by a much more substantial brick structure located on the same
site.
The organization of First Baptist Church was achieved in April,

l89§,ywith ninateen charter members.u3 Of this number, six had been
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charter members of First quligt Church, Edmonton, whic! had been organi-
. % ) . .
zed in 1893., ~These ingluded Mrs. John Gainer, Mr. and .. Robert

. . . oo . T T ) A~ - o
- Ritchie and their three children. Upon the organization of the church,

Rev. Alex McDonald, pastor of First -Baptist thurgh, Edmonton, was né-

. Ly . S 5 -
quested to come over to be its pastor.  * Pastor McDonald accepted the
. 0 N ° v
invitation and resigned from the Edmonton church.™ AL this time.a .number

)

ot people had arrived:in Strathcona who‘hqd known Mr? McDonald in Grafton,

- v .®

North Dakota. > In the same year that 'the organi..tion was formally

- . s

organized, the ladies of the Baptist Church organized a Women's Mission

~ -

Circle. As noted ear)ier, the first sprugture usedsby the congregatjon

was Lhe Methodist church building constructed .in 1892. The church later

-

-~ o

procured separate accommodation when it purchased the public school

built in 1892, This building was replaced iQAI9OQ_by.a brick structure

located at the southwest corner of 34th Avenue and 10hth Street.
The formal organization of the Parish of Holy Trinity Anglican was
‘Q‘, '
undertaken in 1893 when a structure was erected at, the southwest corner

/

of 31st Avenue and 10lst Street on land provided 5y the Calgary and
Edmontontﬁailway Company.u6 [n June, 1895, Rev.‘AlIen Gray, who had
recently graduated from St. John's College, Winnipey, was appo}nted as
the first incumbent of this parish. T%e church b;ilding erected in 1393

was relocated to the northeast corner of 84th Avenue and 10lst Street

Pl

"o

in 1900 on land donated by Mr. Sache.’

4?’ Among the families included_in the young con-
gregation were those of Harry Wilson, Arthur Mclean,
Fred Sachefgherwyn MacKenzie, Arthur Meredith, W. J.
Sharples, Joseph McDonald, .John Dieh!, Thos. Bennett,
James Gregg, W. H. Stephens and James Inkster. Other
individuals were W. L. Wilkin, Sergeant Kelly and
Constable W. H. McMahon of the R.C.M.P., W. F. M. ~
Hawkins, Dan Hawkins ygBilly Sharples and Arthur ~

- Pierson. Another famjlly soon to join the parish, 47
were the W. H..Sheppards.

%
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The boundaries of the Parish i “tally included a portion of the rural
district south and west of the town. In May, 1899, the parish of Holy
Trinity was divided into parts under the care of separate clergymen:
the Parish ot Holy. Trinity Church, Strathcona, and the missions of Leduc,
. S 48
Colehester and Conjuring Creek. o

The organization of St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Parish was not
officially achieved until 1905 when the parish obtained its first resi-

49

dent priest. The initial steps leadi; 0 the creation of sthe Parish

had, however " been taken as edrly as 1895 when the Episcopal €orporation

purchased land on the south side of 84th Avenue between 104th and 105th
50 '

Streets. Prior to 1905, when Father Nordmann took residence in

Strathcona, the religious needs of the commuhity were served by a succes-

N

sion of Oblate Fathers who crossed the river from St. Joachim's Church

in bdnonton. The lay leadership in the Parish was provided by Mr. and

51

e

Mrs. J. J. Duggan. The first structure erected to serve the needs of

.

&

the parish was a small frame building which served both as a school and

5

a chapel. In 1901 this building was replaced by a separate church
structure of wood frame construction which was later faced with brick.
The establishment ot the churches noted above, all of which dated

from the early 1890's, was followed during the 1900's by the organiza-

tion of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, a German Moravian Church, the

Church of Christ Adventist and the Salvation Army Barracks. The estab-
A » .
Jishment of the first two churches reflects changes in the ethnic com-

c
position of Strathcona which had occurred during the previous decade.

These changes involved the growth of a resident German popuﬁé?iz;:::Zhin

- i
3 .

Strathcona. German settlers had been. arriving in large numbers in the

S itathcona district since the construction of the railway. Initially, o
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hnw0vv(, they héd settled }n communities adjacent to Strathcona such as
Bruderheim and Bruderfeld., By the early 1900's, however, a sufficiently
wiye resident German population in Strathcona had developed through
emigration from the rural areas to warrant the establishment of Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church and Strathcond Moravian Church.

On June 22,.1902, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church at the corner
of 10Tst Street and 3lst ‘Avenue was dedicated with Rev. F. Beer of
Winnipeg, Rev. T. Hensen of Ellcrslie, Rev. G. Runge of Stony Plain,
Rev. G. lege and Rev. Clement Hoyler, pastor of the Moravian Church at
Bruderfelq present for the‘occasiun.52 The choir of the Morévian Church
was also involved in the opening ceremonies. The congregation was for-
mally oraanizcd on the following day with the following e;ght nen signing
the conslitution;‘ F. Buhrer, A. Schlender, Gottlieb Braun, Gottlieb

o

Rinas, Ernst Tirpitz, Johann Koberstein, Albert Kélis and Wilhelm Vogjul.s3

The building constructed was a 28' x L40' frame structure which was in use
until 1914, Between June and October of 1902 the congregation was served
by pastors from neighbouring churches. In‘October,'l902, Rev. Ef Pdengqen,

a graduate of Rbchester University, N. Y., and the Lutheran Theological

Seminary of Philadelbhia, arrived to serve the congregation as its firet

54

The activities of Mr. Poensgen included the estab-

)

lishment of .a preachling mission in Edmonton which became St. John'sy

resident minister.

Lu&heran C;urch. This was one of the fifst examples of a Strathcona
church dssisting in the developmen£ of a church in Ed%ohtén.

Thé establishmept of the Strathcona Moravian Church‘was the outcome
of a meeting on Octobér 10, I90h; between Rev. Clement Hoyler, Pastor

of the Briderfeld Moravian Thurch, and Rev. A. Hoger, Pastor of the

German Baptist Church in Edmonton. At this meeting Rev. Hoyler:
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7
was informed that the Baptist Church had decided

to concentrate their work on the North Side and that
they were willing to sell their property on the

South Side to the Moravian Church. The property in
question was a onc-time pump factory on [81st Ave.]
and had been renovated into a Chapel with humb]e :
living quarters. 55

Five days later the transfer was completed and on Sunday evening, October
I6th, the first Moravian service was conducted in the building by Brother
Henkelmann.,  On July ' 12th, 1908, the cornerstone was laid for a new
church at 99th Street and 84th Avenue. .
The establishment of a school system for Strathcona was initiated
informally in January, 1892, when:
Owing to the long delay in permitting the -
organization of a school district on the South
> Sfde the people interested took up a subscrip- 56
tion and engaged a teacher on their own account.
Formal ;teps leading to the creation of a school district were'taken at
a meeting of Strathcona ratepayers held one month later on February l1lth,
1892. At this meeting ''some argued that a ;chool would be too great a
burden, that the people could not afford to pay taxes; othérs that there

n57

were not enough pupils to warrant the venture. The meeting concluded,

however, that asschool was‘hecessary and elected John Walter, John .
MacKenzie and Joseph McDonaId\gs the first trustees of the proposed
district. On July 2nd, 1892, the North West Territories Gazegte pub~
lished the announcement concerning the creation of Strathcona School
District No. 216 which was defined by the North Saskatchewan River, '
‘White Mud Creek, the Papachase Indian Réservqtion and the road ailowance
between sections fifteen, sixteen, twenty;pne, twenty-two, twenty-eight
and twenty-nine in Township fifty-two, Range:(wenty-f;ze, West of the
fifth meridian.

[n August, 1892, the neWIy established school district requested
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permission from the Territorial Government "'to borrow the sum of $800.00

for the purpose of purchasing a school site, erecting a school building
o 58 _ .

and furnishing same. This money was used to construct a one room

frame school house 20 by 30 feet located on the northwest corner of

Whyte Avenue and 105th Street. It was completed in the autumn of 1892.

Prior to the completion of the school house a hotel called Ontario Housc

v

and a private residence owned by Vic Andérsoq, both of which were located
on Whyte Avenue near the railway station, were utiliééd as an interim
mcasuye.sg These facilities provided space for an enrollment of fifteen
to twenty students. Mr. Wilkie, a Presbyterian ministefial student, was
engaged as Strathcona's first teacher. He was succeeded a few months
later by Wijliam Douglas who taught school in Strathcona until December
ofl|892, at which tife he left to open a store in Leduc.

Little more than‘a yéar after the completion ol Strathcona's first
schbol; it proved to be inadcéuate to meet the needs of a rapidly ex-
pandinq student population thus necessitating the use of ‘the back portion
of é buildingﬁpwned by Harry Wilson and Lhe‘appointment of an additional
Leécher.él The need for additional space was meét in 1894 by the con-
?Lruction of Niblogk‘ﬁtreet School which was. located on the southwest
corner of IQSLh St(getyand 8hth Avenue. Thig was a four room br;ck
vstructure built at a cost of $4,000.00. Throughouf 1895 the teaching
staff, which consisted of Miss Clark and Miss Short, each. taught a
department in this new buildingL

In November, 1896, D. SL MacKenzig, a nativé of Bruce‘County,
Ontario, was appointed principal.

" During the first month he was in charge the
average attendance of the school was 82. These
were all the grades from the infant class to

Standard VI (third class teachers' work), the 62
latter grade having two pupils. )
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Between 1896 and 1901 the Strathcona School System continued to be
_subject to increased student enrollments and the need for more advanced
cducational opportunities. This situation was met by the addition of
more teachers and the opening of new classes in advanced grades:
In 1897 Mr. W. B. Briggs joined the teaching staff
and a class was started in Standard VII (second class
teachers' work). in 1898 there was a class in Standard
VIi) (first class teachers' w0fk) and another teacher, 63
Mr. W. G. Richardson, was added to the staff.
By Novcmber-of 1899 the problem of lack of space reappeéred when:
It was found that the brick school could no longer
accommodate the increased number of pupils. Accord-
ingly a fifth teacher, Miss E. H. Smith, was appoint-
ed and taught on the ground floor of the building 6l

recently vacated by the '"Plaindealer"

¢

In 1900 additional space was secured for a new department on the upper
floor of the building occupied by J. M. Nettleton's candy‘facto-ry.65

%hc space problem as it existed in the summerlof 1901 was’ solved by
the construction of Grandin Street School (King Edward). It was Strath-
cona's secohd brick school and was located east of the railwéy tracks on
100th Street between 85th and 86thEAvenues.

Between 1902 and 1905 addithnal departmeéts in the higher grades
were added andrlanguages Qere tauéht in the High School for the first
time, there Being classes in Latin and German.66‘ In 1902 tﬁe s;hool
system received a gift of money from Lord Strathcona' which was uéed to
provide laboratory equipment for the High School. In December of 1904
D. S. MacKenzie resigned the principalship_of the'schools to accept a
posit}on as chief clerk in the Department of Education in Regina. The
end of this period was marked by the construction of Duggan Street School

located between 106th Street and f07th Street on 78th Avenue. It was a

six room brick structure erected at a cost of $27,000.00. When the
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Duggan Street School (Queen Alexandra) was opened in Fqbruary, 1906,
High School classes held in the Niblock Street School and Grandin Street
School were transferred to the new building, and the Niblock Street

School was demolished. : ¥

v

By April} I906, the Strathcona School System employed a total of
twelve teachers and ‘had a student body of 1,000 which inc{uded approxi-
mately 40 students who weré‘}aking Standards Vi, Vil, VIII.or third,
second and first class teachers' courses. Standard VIl was also accepted

as university matriculation and Standard VIII as first year university

67

work.

Jhe crowning achievement of the Strathcona School System was the
Strathcona Collegiate Institute built in 1908. This building was con-
structed on the grounds formerly occupied by Niblock Street School. It

Was
o .
an imposing structure, three storeys high over a . 1
finished basement, and more than a hundred feet long.
The exterior was of red pressed brick with long
marble entrances. The windows were enormous, giving
plenty of light for the large, high-ceilinged class-
rooms. In later years, the rooms sometimes held 60
students without appearing overcrowded. " The interior
finishing was imported dark oak, with green burFap
"wainscoting. Wooden floors were laid over reinforced
concrete. The heating system was thermostatically
controlled, a feature that was really up-to-date at
that time. Altogether it was a dignified, solidly .
constructed building, lending prestige to the purpose 68
- for which it was built.

The buflding provided for a tptalfof eight classrooms, a science Habo-
ratory, libréry and assembly hall.

With the completion of Strathcona Coi]egiate, the Strathcona School
System had adquate space to meet its neéds in addition to provfding
spéce on a temporary basis for the Univer%ity of Alserta. fhe University

of Alberta occupied the upper floor of Queen Alexandra from October to
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December, 1908, and the upper floor of Strathcona Collegiate Institute
from January, 1309, to December of 1911.

In 1894 a Roman Catholic Separate School District was established
within the Timits of "The Strathcona Public School District No. 216
under the corporate name of The St. AQi:ony Roman Catholic Separate

69
.

School District Nb. 12 of the North West Territories''. Lawrenﬁe

Garneau, Joseph Morgan and William Chisholm/were elected as the fi;st
trustees of this division at a meeting held on November 24th, 1894.

The separate gchool division was not subject to fﬁe same preséures
in terms of Fapidly rising student enrollments. Prior to 1906 the
chapel on 105th Street was used as a school. Two nuns, Mother Hannah
O'Neil and Si;ter Julie Theresa Corlan of the Faithful Companions.of
Jesus resident in Edmonton served as the first teachers.

On July 20th, 1906, tenders were requested for the érECtion of a

%3

four room, -two story solid brick school on 84th Avenue to be completed

’ . O . . . .
on or before October Ist.7 No further construction was undertaken by

the separate school board prior to I9f2. ’

Another important part of Strathcona's social lif¢ which also dates
from the early 1890's was thé fraternal society. The first of these
organizations to be created was Lodge 1654 of the Loyal Orange Order

which was formed in September, |89b.7] One of its active members s

the editor of the South Edmonton News, R. P. Pettipiece. One of the

principal activities of the lodge was organizing the celebration of the
"Glorious Twelfth of July" which was initiated in 1895:

The 205th Anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne,
the 100th celebration of the Loyal Orange Lodge, and |
the first Orangeman's parade in Northern Alberta
took place in this town on Friday, July 12th, last
.. Some fifty or sixty members of the Lodge

. assembled at their hall on Main Street, south and



prepared for the march, at about 10 a.m. the Union
Jack, accompanied by a '"'King William'' tlag, headed
the procession. The drums and fifes livened up the

citizens and country visitors as they walked down
Whyte Ave., as tar as S. F. W. Gainer's jewelry shop
and returning in the same way to their grounds near
Robt. McKernan's Lake . . .. After arriving at the
grove music was given and boating, etc., indulged in
until the free-to-all dinner given by Orangemen was
partaken of . After this sumptuous dihner was served
by the energetic ladies, the crowd retired to the
seats provided for them, where Mr. Robt. McKernan,
Worshipful Master of the South Edmonton L. 0. L.;

Mr. Alexander, Worshipful Master of the Calgary

L. 0. L. and Deputy Grand Master of the Right
Worshipful Grand Orange Lodge of the North West
Territories; Rev. H. A. Goodwin, Methodist Minister;
Rev. B. A. Gray, Clergyman of the Holy Trinity Church,
and others took the platform, and delivered some very
clever speeches, the chair being occupied by Robt.

McKernan, W. M. . .. At 6.p.m. the Orangemen which
by this time had swelled to some two hundred, formed
in line, as before and marched up through town and

back to the corner of Main Streect and Whyte Ave. where
three grand cheers for the Queen and the glorious 12th 72
were given
The 1896 celebration of the "Glorious Twel fth' followed the oame
0

format with a.parade starting at 11:00 a.m. to the fair grounds where

\

’\

a'picnic was held.

At 3 p.m. the steamer "Minnow' arrived from Fort
Saskatchewan, bringing the Orange Lodge from that
‘place. They were met on Whyte Ave., east, by the
[Strathcona] lodge and brass band, and escorted to
the grounds. 73

The §peakers for the.afternoon included: Rev. R. M. Hawkins, late’
vicar of Christ Church, érfghton, England; fFrank Oliver:; Rev. Jéshua
Dyke, the newly arrived Methodist ministgr, Edmonton; A. C. Rutherford;
Rev. D. é. McQueen of Edmonton; H. McCauley of Edmonton; and Robert
McKernén, W. M. of the Strathcona Orange Lodge.7u

In 1898 the Fort Saskatchewan Orénge Lodge along "with peop!e

from every part of the district [came to Strathcona] bent on doing

honour to William of Orange by celebration of the Battle of the Boyne
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with a picnic at the grounds of the [Strathcona] Agricultural S()cicty./5
At the parade in the morning "the Fort Saskatchewan and Edmonton lodges
appeared in full force lcd by a fife and drum corps and ﬁr. H. M. Quebec
dppcared'in the capacity of King Winiam“.7§ As in the case of other
celebrations, the program tor 1898 included speeches by various local
politicians and Protestant clergymen.

The most successful day for orangeism in Strathcona took place in
1904 when an estimated twenty-five hundred Orangemen assembled at
Strathcona for their annual celebration thus giving the ”qrandest
demonstration in the history of orangeism in the Territoricé”.77 The
preparations for this event lncludcd\the decoration of the town:

With a hearty response to the request of the
Orange fraternity the businessmen, hotel men and
citizens generally had their buildings, their show
windows and residences decorated suitably for the E
occasion. Store windows were all beautifully
dressed and wore quite a metropolitan air. Even
the city fathers roused a little from their lethargy
and had Whyte Ave. thoroughly cleaned from the depot
to Main St. for the first time since the Queen's
Jubilee. Flags flew gaily at every mast in town and
thousands of small flags and a wealth of bunting was 78
used in outside decorations.

This meeting had been arranged.at the 1903 meeting in Calgary where it

i

had been decided 'that all Orange lodges in Alberta wouldﬂendeavohr to

make'Strathc‘na the mecca of their pilgrimmage [in 1904] for a grand
79 ’

provincial demonstration'. Many of the delegates arrived on a
special train which:

left Calgary at 10 o'clock on the evening of
the T1th bearing the Salvation Army Band of that
city and over a hundred members of the Orange
order from Calgary and points east, south and
west. All&night long as they sped on their
journey north, recruits were added from every
town on the C. & E., so by-the time they reached.80
Strathcona eight coaches were well filled



These delegates were joined by "Orangemen from Edmonton, Fort Saskat-

¢ . - ;
chewany Agricota, Clearwater and in fact from all parts of the

Edmonton and Strathcona districts . . . each lodge bringing its fife
., 81
and drum corps and banners
The speakers for the occasion included: N. D. Mills of Strathcona,
Provincial Grand Master of the Orange order in the North West Terri- ;

tories; MayorAMacKenzie of Strathcona; Rev. Mr. Jarrett of,Calgary;

A C. Ru;hcrford; and Rev. T. J. Jbhnston, M. A, B. D.,‘the new éa&tqr
of the Methodist Church in Strathcona. The festivities concluded with
a program of SpOTts.

These types of celebrations gave Strathcona a nore overtly Protestant
charautef than Edmonton despite the fact that the proportion of Protestants
Lo Cathqlics was aboutl the >émc in both cities. The celebration of the
"“"Glorious Twelfth”'was generally undertaken with greater enthusiasm than
other events including July lIst.

Other fraternai societies established in Strayhcoéa Kﬁcluded Ac;cia
Lodge No. Il of the Ancient Frec & Accepted Masons organized in January,
1897; the Ancient Order of Foresters which wers min obération as early as
October, 1897; the Strathcona Tent of the-Khight; of the Maccabees
organized in October, i899; North Star Lodge No. 8 of the Knights of °
Pythias; Strathcona lLodge No. 9 of the Independent Order of 0dd Felliows;
the Ancient Order of United Workmen; the SonS‘éf England; and the St.
Andrew's Sbciéty. |

o

The above lodges generally shared the use of meeting rooms.located
. B s ;
in the voner stories of Strathcona's various commercial structuresbwith

two exceptions. In July, 190;, the Loyal Orange Lodge constructed a

meeting hall of wood frame construction located between 83rd and 8i4th
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Streets. In ngy,“;907, Odd Fellows built a three story brick temple
tor use by the Order at the‘corncr of 80th Avenue and 105th Street .

.The Strathcona Agr{cﬁlgural Sogiety was” another organization
which waé established early in the 1890's. Thc organizational meeting
was Hcld on March 24th, 1894, at which ti;; the following officials were

clected: President, R. McKernan; lst Vice President,"R. Dinwoodie;

. 2nd Vice President, T: Sfewart; Secretary, H. Wilson; Treasurer, R.

Ritchie; Directors, J. ﬁéckson, F. H. Sache, F. Elliétt, R. Tindale, -
T. Daly, W. Vogel,lL. F&lton, w.‘BruncIle, C. é1ack, J. McGregér,.A.
Mcleon, ™. J. MacKenziei82 A number of the executive wergﬁlocal qui-
nessmen thus giving the‘organdzation the appearahce of a Bqard of
&rade. The role of town residents in the organization contihued to be
strong throughout its history. The need for Lhe ustabeshme%p of a

separate south side agricultural society as explained in a letter which

appeared in the April i6th, 1896, issue of the South Edmonton News was

because the Edmonton kgricultural Society would not have the show fairs

83

alternately in each place.
This organization played an important role in ‘promoting the agri-

‘ . ~ :
cultural interests of the district which were of obviou: economic
value to the town. Such a role is evident in a number of ways. At
the first meeting held by the society a motion was raised which stated
"that a resolution be forwarded to the minister of the interior remind-
ing him of his promise to open up a direct route to Beaver Lake from

. ‘ .., 84 ' . ; .

the Edmonton Railway Station''. In 1895 they were also involved in
the establishment of a cheese factory and creahery company. The

Society in 1898 arranged for the importation of pufe red fyfe seed
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wheat .
Mr. Ritchie, manager of the Edmonton Milling Co.,
‘offered to act the desired quantity of wheat and
handle it f the society, giving one bushel of the
imported article for one bushel of No. 1 Alberta
grown wheat, provided it could be brought in freight
free, and if not to charge the cost of freight extra,
the grading of the home grown wheat to be left to a
committee of resident grain buyers. Only members of
the society [were] permitted to share the advantages 85
of this offer. '

The. Society also organized farmers' institute meetings. The
speakers for the meeting organized in October, 1899, included the
Commissioner of Agriculture for the Territories, Hon. G. H. V. Bulyea, -
Mr. MacKay of the Experimental Farm at Indian Head, Assiniboia, and
Mr. Willing, the Weed (nspector. Throughout its hiStory this organiza-
tion was also.involved in promoting the district through the uending
of agricultural displays from the Strathcona district to regional ,

_district and international adficultura] shows such ab the Paris Exhi-
bition of 1899. The principal function of this Society was, however,
confined to the organization of agricultural fairs and related acti-

»

vities in Strathcona. This role is.evident in the second ﬁeeting of
the Society held on April 7th, 1894, at which time it was resolved e

""that the society have a ploughing match on the 16th of June for

-

breaking, two classes one 18 years and under and one over 18 years'.
At the same meeting R. Ritchie and H. Wilson offered a special prize
for the best collection of grain in straw of different varieties. At

<

a subsequent meeting, October 3rd, 1894, was chosen as the date for
the first fall fair to be organize the spciety. ‘ R
The Fall exhibition which ""proved tou be an undoubted success both

in point of exhibitions and attendance“87 ihciuded a display of a wide
Q
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.
range of agricultural products from Strathcona district tarmers ds wel

"

as town residents.  Judging ot all the entries in the various classes
was undertaken.  This fair became an annual event in the following

£ )
years.  The Society held this annual event in a twenty acre plot of ‘ 4

fand located south of University Avenuc between 104th Street and 105th
Street purchased in 1895, These fair grounds included a half mile

track, agricultural hall and were surrounded by a six foot high close

board fence.’ &

) S {
In 1905 the assets and the various activities of the Stgathcona

3

Agricultuphl Sotiety were taken over by the Strathcona Industrial

1

Exhibition Association which was incorporated as a limited company in

Lz -4

April of that year. The capital stock of the _mvany was $10,000.00
f . (‘ .
contained in 2,000 shares. The objectives of the company as stated in

the Annual Report of the Territorial Sedre&ary were ''to encourage

improvements in agricultural, horticultyire, arboriculture, manufactures
. | ’ B
and the useful arts''. The shareholdefrs of the company with few ex-

ceptions were all from Strathcona. S : ¥

The citizens of Strathcona also did not ignore the cultural and

4

recreational aspects of their community. In February, 1897, the

Strathcona Literary Society was formed for the .purpose of the ''improve-

~

ment of its members in puB]ic speaking, literary and musical culturec
- .

and recreation Having in view the establishment of a reading room and

89

bublic library'. The debates organizeg by this society were widely
f

attended. .
The various athletic orge...zations created included football,

hockey, tennis and cricket clubs. In 1897 the Strath&%@é”Athletic

Association was formed in order to provide for the ov%Fall direction
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of these athletic activities.

Strathcona branches of a number of ofgani/alions concerned with
the social liswues of the period were also created.  In Auqust of 1894

L . .
a Lédqc of the Royal Témplars of Temperance was organized in Strathconq
by D. H. Lent at which timé¢ the following officers were chosen: Sbjé.,
Rev. Mr. Goodwin; P. C., Miss M, Clark; V. C., Mrs. J. A. Gainer;
Chap., T. Hilter; R. S., R. Bissctte; F. S. and Treasu?er, Miss A,
Ritchie; Herald, Fred Ritchie; Guard, H. Horton. During his visit to
the Stratheons divtrict, D. H. Lent also organized a cancil at the
Sturgeon Rivcr'.go

In September, 1897, t he Alberta Plaindealer noted the creation .

N

ot a Strathcona branch of another important-institution within the

temperance movement :

On Friday afternoon last, Mrs. C. A. R. McDonald

of YEdmonton, superinténdent of W. C. T. U. work in

the Territories, met a number of ladies of South

Edmonton Methodist Church and a branch of the Women's

Christian Temperance Union was organized. The fol-

lowing officers were elected: President, Mrs. F. .

Richards; vice-presidents, Mrs. H. B: McKenzie, Mrs.

A. McDonald and Mrs. W. J. Suffel; recording secre-

tary, Mrs. W. B. Chegwin; treasurer, Mrs. Wm. Fowler. ¢

The Union will be known as the '"Wictoria' Union. It

is composed of enthusiastic temperance women who will
- make themselves felt in the community.

91

By 1303 a Strathcona Branch of the Lord's Day Alliance had also
been established. At the annual meeting held in that yeaf an address
was presented by Rev. C. W. Finch, president of the organization and .

rector of Holy Trinity Church. His address was concerned with: -
|
Those who are engaged in business and are temp-
ted to carry their business into every day of .the
week [and] those who are tempted to convert the
Lord's Day into a day of pleasure-seeking and

2
amusement . - 2 ii)



Ot her addresses wcri‘gicscnlod by Rev. G. H. Webb, Holy Trinity Anglican
Church, Rev. G. Poensgen, Pastor, German Lutheran, and Rev. D. Fleming,
Pastor of Knox Presbyterian.  The officers elected tor 1904 included

Rcy. C. W. Finch, President, Rev. G. H. Webb, Rev. G. Poensqgen, Rev.
Father: Nordmann and Rev. D. Fleming, Vice-Presidents, The mecting also
discussed the que;[ion of Saturdaydnight closing and passed a resclution:
'ncndingvlto] the town council to pass a

JFHviding for stores closing at 9 o'clock

cach™eveming except Saturday when 6 o'clock should

be the hour, with a view to the welfare of clerks
and the better observance of the Lord's Day. .

93

An important aspect of Strathcona's social history. is the appear-

ance after the turn of the century of organizations which were distinc-

’
L] . -

tively urban in terms of their interests and membership. The existence
of one such organizaﬁion, namciy, the Strathcona Industrial Exhibitipn
Association, has already been noted. Other similar type organizations
include the Stfathcona Board of Irade, Labour Unions and the Strathcona
Club.
The initial attempt to create a Board of Trade took place in

March, 1894, when .'a meeting was held in the junior scHooI house, éouth
_Edmonton . . . for Lhe.purposc of taking (hoyprc]iminary steps towarfs
organizing a board of trade. F. H. Saghe in the éhair, W. Wilkie,
secretary. Thfrty members were enfolled and the tollowing officials

elected: President, F. H. Sache; v}ce-president, W. Ritchie; secretary,

94

W. Wilkie; treasurer, H.Wilson'. This organization operated on an
informal basis throughout the 1890's. The fact that Strathcona lacked

an effective chartered Board of Trade was the subject of editorial

comment by the South Edmonton News.
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Al though South Edmonton claims to have a Board
of Trade, when one wishus to transact a public
matter with the town it is difficult to know to
whom to look. For some time past our citizens
have been discussing this matter, and we also have
heen trying to impress upon the businessmen of the

- town the importance of forming a chartered Board
of Trade . . . There are many matters of municitpal
interest which should be looked into, discussed
and acted upon by all our businessmen jointly.

We have now several industries here and their in-
‘terests, being identical with the Town's, should

be protected. Public matters are constantly being
brought to our notice in which, if necessary, we
could quote several instances where a chartered g5

Board of Trade would be an invaluable institution.

The South Edmonton News plea was answered in May, 1900, at which time

a meeting was held that led to the creation of a chartered‘Board of
Trade in May, 1901. The activities of the Board of Trade as noted in
its annual reports included attempts to interest industrialist and
wholesale firms in Sprathéona, attempts to4improve roads leading to
Strathcona and attempts to improve railway service to Strathcona.

The Board of Trade was also responsibie for the preparation of
a number of promotfonal brochures concerning the many ''natural gdvan—

tages'' of the Strathcona District. JThe first such brochure was pro-

duced in 1963 and was entitled US(S;Lngng;f—Qailway apé’quustffal

¥

1
1

Centre of Northern Alberta.'

The executive committee of this organization from 1901 to 1912

inclided Strathcona's most active boosters. Foremost amongst this

group was J. Hamilton MacDonald, Editor of the Strathcona .Plaindealer,

who served as president for 1905, and James Weir, Editor of the

Strathcona Chronicle, who served as secretary for 1905 and vice-
president in 1908 and 1909. A number of professional people were also

. . . ' . / : .
involved including Dr. Wilbert Macintyre, who served as president for

)
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19503-04, and F. L. Jamieson, member of the law firm ot Ruthertford and
Jamieson, who was vicc:prcsidcnt in 1905. G. W. Marriott, manager of
the Strathcona Branch of the Bank of Commcrcc, served as president in
1907.  The first president of the Board who was also a significant N
independent businessman in the community, was J. ﬁ. Douglas,swho held
the of fice in 1908 and 1909 prior to h}s clection to the House of
Commons as a Liberal member.

The executive committee of the Board of Trade did not, however,
include a number of Strathcona's lcadigq businessmen such as John
Walter, John Gainer, w.’H. Sheppard and the Jackson Brothers.

Tfade'union activity in Strathcona included the creation of Locél
1409 of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of American
in IjOQ and Logal 4 of the Brickiayers and Hasons Union ogganized in
1907.

The maturity of Strathcona as a social unit is further evident
after the turn of the century with the establishment of the Strathcona
Club. It was incorporated by an Act of the Legislature of the Province
of Alberta assented to May 9th, I9é%i Founding members of the tluﬁ
inclu -ederick Henry Sache, F. C. Jamieson, R. B. Déuglas, A. G.
Baalim, .. H. Tranter, G. F. Downes, H. F. Sandeman, W! H. Shcppard,‘
Orlando Bush, Wilbert Maclntrye and W. H. Hifl.

The material presented ‘above has been concerned with exploring
the exteﬁt to which the social. growth of Strathcona was similar té
other Western Canadian cities. The material wEich has been presented
in order to define that relationship illustratés both strengths and

weaknesses in Strathcona's social history in comparison to large s.ale
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metropolitan communities in the Canadian west. Strathcona had a strong
sense of community which can be defined in terms of a number of reli-
gious, cultural and educational institutions. Within the social

structure of Strathcona, however, a.well defined, aggressive commercial

clite which functioned as a unit is not evident.

.
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Chapter Three

Municipal Politics in. Strathcona

Inlthe foregoing discussion of Strathcona's social history, the
appearance of identifiable urban institutions after 1900 has. been noted.
An important part of this process was the introduction oT a system of
local gove%nment in May, 1899. The creation of éoparate political in-
stitutions for Strathcona was the nmost imporLant‘step towards its develop-
ment as an fdentifiabie community separate from Edmonton.

As in the case of the Board of Trade, incorporation was the subject

of considerable debate dating back to the early 1890's. 0On November 15th,

1894, one of the first%editorials of "the South Edmonton News pointed out
the value of having a town council:

Among the pressing matters which require attention
by a corporate body is the protection of the town
against fire, as in the present condition of affairs
insurance rates are so exhorbitant as to all but pre-
clude the idea of insuring buildings and: household.
effects . . .. Other matters which would come within
the jurisdiction of/sUch a body would be the mainte-
nance of law and order, the arrest, conviction and
incqﬁcération of criminals; the letting of contracts
for municipal improvements - such’ as street grading,
light, etc. - and the passing of by-laws for the
regulation.of affairs geénerally. :

96

The advantages of incorporation continued to be an important topic

for editorial comment by the South Edmonton News which was an ardent

(-3

supporter-of such an undertaking. Numerous letters to the editor werc
also received on the subject. ‘In July, 1895, it was pointed out to the
Editor that:
We are now at a stage when delay may result in
forever losing the prominence in the district as a
commercial centre. Towns surrounding us are.grasp-

ing for that foremost place, and some of them are
well equipped for the battle being banded together

57



in societies, working with one common purpose

to gain every possible addition in the further-
ance of this object. While South Edmonton is
placed naturally ina position commanding all

the natural resources of ‘the country, still
without organization we will lose many of the
advantages which belong of right to the leading
market town of the district. 37

This note of uréency régarding the need to incorporate in order to
protect Strathcona's interests was offset in the mind of at least one
“resident ratepayer' who pointed out to the editor that:

Looked at from all sides and situated as

South Edmenton is at present, without any system-
atic rule, no union for business or order, not

even proper fire protection, it is remarkable
that the interests of the town are so progressive; -~
= there must be a powerful rlatent and natural in-

“centive in the location of the town to carry on

the growth with so little seeming exertion on the
part of the owners of the townsite, and without a 98
board of trade, as has been recently stated.

Incorporation was also advocated oﬁlthe grounds that it would make a
significaﬁt contribution to Strathcona's sense of identity. This
“argument for incorporation was advanced in June, 1898, shortly before
a railway link was to be established between the two communities:

It is now stated on reliable authority that
work on Pugsley's railway [Edmonton, Yukon and
Pacific Railway] will be begun this summer and
extended into Edmonton as soon as the bridge is
completed. This makes it more necessary than ,
ever that this town be incorporated with a name
of its own independent of the town on the north
side of the river. While South Edmonton has
"Edmonton station' within its boundaries it reaps
a benefit from the advertising which Edmonton has
received, but when that town has a station of its
own we will suffer by reason of a suburban name
more than we do now and will not profit so much
by the name ''Edmonton'', because we must have a
name and an identity of our own. )

Those arquing for incorporation were challenged by a number of



‘of the Territorial Government's intention to intervene

HY

citizens who had equally strong opinions against incorporation which
were based largely on the cost of such an undertaking. The arguments

against incorporation as summarized in the South Edmonton News made

the following points:

You have not considered that high taxes would
be required to carry out the reform you suggest,
and that the increase in taxation would more than
counterbatance any good they would do. Let good
enough alone. From low taxes we reap greater
benefits than from all reforms that might be in-
stituted. He cites the case of the town of
Edmonton paying $3,500 per year in salaries and

.current expenses alone, and ask if we have any
assurange that it will cost any less to run. this
town whgh incorporated. We have 9 mills on the
dollar td pay now for.public school support and
that burddn is heavy enough. The question of
expense i9 certainly the all absorbing one in
this matter and forms the pivot on which public

sentiment turns. 1a0

Opponents of-incorpofdgiqn_ﬁ

: . I i
tion was premature and. if carrig

~ -

N T
Rieack tha future for the
RIS B J"' :

ommunity. |t was suggestéd ;h_

alone' was more suitable.

We have men in South Edmonton who can name
several towns who have beer killed by incor-
poration, and we have been advised by others
and whose experience and opinions should not
be ignored to remain as we are if we know when
we are well off. Once incorporated always in- 101
corporated be it ever so ruinous.

y

The incorparation debate continued unresolved until November,

. I :
1898, when the Territorial Government intervened under
i

of the North West Territories Village Ordinance. The pu

ection three

lic notices

ere received

.

by Postmaster Wilson on November 18th. These notices/which were

posted in conspicuous places in the community, statgd that:
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tion, signed. by

< that unless a petition of obje
two-thirds of the voters of the plage was received
within 30 days after-Nov. 20, 1898, South Edmonton
would be proclaimed a village by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council under the Village Ordinance of

‘the North West Territories with the name of the
. T 102
post office within its limits.
~Upon receipt of this notice "a few businessmen . . . took it upon
themselves to call a meeting of ratepayers in Ross' Hall . . . to dis-
03

‘ ] . . . . . .
cuss the matter" of the Viliage Ordinance and its implications.

AN
The meeting,vwhich was chaired by A. C. Rutherford, began with ah éut—
Jine by him of the Village Ordinancevwhicﬁ provided for the appoihﬁment
of a village overseer "who would-have the riaht to conduct éll village
business as he éaw fit, subject, of course, to the will of thé voters
expressed at the annual meeting or at the special‘me¢£jng‘£élled by re-

¢

incorporation. Thomas Anderson, who repeated the argument that incor-

L 1 04 ’ :
quisition. Other; speakers included the most outspoken critic of

poration was a premature action which !'would precipitate high taxation
and debt which would injure the- future df»the place“.lo5 T. W. Lines

of the Brackman & Kerr Milling Co. expressed the view that village

status:

.
3

would make the place a one-horse affair quite
below the dignity of its real importance. He
thought the proposition to form a village must
have emanated from some local party looking for
a job as overseer or something of that order.
He would favor town incorporation that could be 106
conducted economically.

A. McLean joined with Lines in arguing that despite the financial

implications of incorporation, it was less undesirable than -village

status. Robert Ritchie of the Edmonton Milling Company had a more

.

positive .attitude. He "advocated incorporation as a town and believed
. - . ’
that greater development would result with incorporation tham wi thout
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it Ritchie was supported by other speakers who pointed out . the

practical advantages such as improved sanitary conditions WEich
would result from such action.
Despite the variety of opinions both pro and con with respect
to incorpératnon, all Speakérs expressed their opposition to what
they regarded as the undemocratic nature of the government to be
“C¢reated under the Village Ordinance. Strathcona's total rejection

of village status was embodied in 1 petition sent to Regina which

was circulated at the meeting. This unanimity with respect to the
undesirability of .village status also produced‘unanimouskagfeement
for the creation of a commi ttee cdnsistiﬁg of Messrs.‘R. Ritchie,mA.
C. Ruthérford, A. Davies;;H; Wiléon,'and J. H. McDonald to “circﬁlate
a petition necessary to incorporate, consider details as to area and

name and to secure a list of names of persons who would be willing

if elected to act in first council”.]O8

The report of the commi ttee which was presented to a meeting
held one week later made the following recommendations:

that the name of the proposed town be ''Minto'';
‘that the boundaries be as follows: Northerly
boundary, the Saskatchewan River and the northern
limit of Plan "T"; westerly boundary, the western
boundary of the Roman Catholic Mission property;
southerly, the southern limit of the registered v
"Plan "I''; easterly, the eastern boundary of said
Plan '"'I''; that necessary petitions be circulated
and that a letter be written to the Commissioner
of Public Works for the necessary information 109
requisite for incorporation as a Town.

The discussion regarding the first recommendation resulted in

the name Strathcona being adopted as the first choice because he
""had for so maﬁy yéars been identified with the Northwest including

) . . ] . L .
this particular Ioc;alvlty”.l 0 Minto was dropped because it was sug-
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gested that the name had already been used by anothgf’commuhity. The

name "'"Minto'' was, however, retained as the alternative if diFf}culty
was encountered with respec: (o their ftirst ch;ice; The second clause
was accepted without amendment after various suggestions for larger
and smaller boundaries were discussed. The third recommendation was
“the subject-of considerable debate with Thomas Anderson, Mr. Dleer,
John Walter’and Lawrence Garneau, warning the citizens of the dire
. .

consesequences of such action. Despite this lack of enthusiasm for

<N

incorporation on the part of many speakersy Strathcona's political

.

destiny was finaldy resolved when "overwhelming support' was given
. a motion that '"'the whole report of the committee be adopted as amended

, and that the committee be constituted to carry on correspondence with
g . . . . X T A
Regina re incorporation @nd to circulate the necessary petition'. 3
‘ The success of the incorporation meetings held in November., 1898,

can be attributed directly to the intervention of the Commissio: - of

‘Public Works wiiw stated that '"we took that course to force [Strathcona]

] . 112 .. - e ‘
to do somethxngjﬁn the nremises''. This intervention proved-to be

z

3‘“—'[?*
i
¥

B

the catalyst necessary to resolve a situation which would have remained

v . : ~

deadlocked for some time to come. Local government was thus thrust
i -

o

upon Strathcona rather than being the product of local initia_ive.
. e .
The opinions expressed at the incorporation meetings demonstrate that

PR S

« o Qespite the éﬁiﬁtence of a well-developed sense of ''civic pride'', a

Tt 2 v - e

R

"ofHStrathcona's businessmen in favor of the

institutions which could be useful in the
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apring,- 1899, session of the Territorial Legislative Assembly.
On December 16th the notice of intention to seek incorporation

was published for the first time in the Alberta Plair  aler by A. C.

- - ' - . N . !
Rutherford who' was acting as the solicitor for the applicants.: In
: . T

this notice Minto was used as the name for this new town. The deci-
sion to revert back to Minto was the result of a meeting of towns-

people held on December 10th, at which time 5pc name of the town was

reviewed:

Quite a number of names were proposed among
them the inspiring name of 'Paradise' but it
seemed the general opinion that we wanted some-
| thing better than that. When the time for pro-
posals hadvended there were four names before
the meeting: Strathcona, Minto, South Edmonton
and New Edmonton . . .. Voting by ballo: was
° decided upon with the agreement that in each M3
ballot the lowest should dpop out.

The incorporation committee also undert;ok the preparation of a
petition in.support of their aap]ication. Thig petition contained a
tot;l of 149 signatures by people who represented Stratchona's merchant,
’industrialist:and professional groups. Prominent i fustii_iists repre-.
sented included J. F. Pollard, John Pollard, Williar Vogel, John A.
Jackson and Robert Ritchie. Stgatéhona's small Eut ctive ;rofessionaT _j:
groups were répresented by‘A.fC. RGtherfo}d'and Edward C. Daw&gﬁ who
Qashélsurvevnr_anc engineer. Local méfchants who signed.thé petition
included A. V. Richards: Wm. MacLarcﬁ;_A; Davies énd A. McDonald.

:'Commensuratevwith thegctivitie; of the incoréor:at,'i.on committee, -
:opponents of ingofporétion Iedyby Thomas Anderson were actively en-
gaged iﬁ the preparation of a counteg/petiﬁion. This document dated

December, 9th 1898, contalnedca total of seventy one signatures. .z_. ¥

g&séj&%o shgned thlS petltlon snclgybd a number of the ortglnal d
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owners of the site such as F. H. Sache, Murdock Mcleod and Joseph
McDonald, as well as the Calgary and Edmonton Railway Townsite Company.
The'petition also &pcluded.siqnatures by -a number of industrialists

. N N '
and merchants. The industrialists represented included Robert Oshner

s

of thé Strathcona Brawing ana Malting Co. and John Wélter. 'The

merchants includedhin the bétition were R. Hulbert and Wm. Haliday

The basvs of the objections of thgse people to incorporation as stated

in the petitioh was that they would be subject to municipal taxation.llh
On April 10th, 1899, the petitions for and against incorporation

were presented to the Legislative Assembly by M. McCauley, Member fo.

L/ . )
the con!tituency of Edmonton. On April 18th My. Gillis from the
(“ Standbnq Commlttee on Standsng *rder; feported that the petflloners
x? ‘ y
7 U hag complled with the rule regardfng notlces of private bllls and had

. pacd the Cierk of the Legzslatlve Assémbly thp necessary fee of one

hundred dollars

The commlttéﬁ also [found] that Rule No. 55
requiring the¥ignatures of at least three
Petltloners to. be subscribed on the sheet con-
‘taining tfe prayer of petition [had] not been
complied with but recommended that thz <aid

0 Rule be suspended and that leave be given for'”5
‘ the introduction of the Bill.

Bill 22 'to incorporate the Town of Minto was given.its first reading
on April 18th. Between the Second and Third reading, the Legislative

Assembly having resolved itsel®ir- Committee of the Whole amended

4 ¢

the Bill to read Strathcona rather than Mihto since“the pame was al-

ready in use. Third reading of the Bill as amended took place

April 28th. - /
On April 29th Lieutenant Governor Forget assented: to the Ordinance
. .\ (./“‘ . > N .
!;o incorporate the Town of Stréthcona. Section One of this Ordinance
j , o

L

'l
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outlined the boundaries of the Town of Strathcona which were unchanged
from those requested in the petition presented to the Legislative
Assembly. Section Two stated that ''the provisions of the Municipal
Ordinance and amendments thereto are hereby incorporated with and
: . . 116 . .
declared to form part of this ordinance'. The Municipal Ordinance
defined the structure, powers and responsibilities of Strathcona's
Municipal Government. This legislation provided for the nomination
of candidates for mayor and council on the first Monday in December
for the-term commencing on the first day ve uary of the following
yéar. Those ' lared elected:
As mayor for the ensuing year, ... candidate
receiving the highest number of votes;
As councillors, at the first election the three
candidates in town municipalities . . . who have
received the highest number of votes shall be de-
clared elected for the two years ensuing and the ¢
three candidates in the municipalities . . . who ~
have received the next highest number of votes
shall be declared elected for the ensuing vyear
and at each election thereafter the councillors
receiving the highest number of votes shall be 17
v\\ declared elected for a term of two years.
Sections . yhty-three to q?k hundred and one outlined the duties
e .
ai.. powers of the six member council. These powers included the
aﬁpointment of police and public health officers, the establishment
" of public markets, scales and pounds and the licensing of gaming
tables, shows, places of amusement, business, porters, pawnihops and
" scavengers. _:\
Section 102 and 105 defined the powers and responsibilities of “ A

ﬁhe Mayor which included calling: e
a public meeting of the Fatepayers of. the
.- municipality for the discussion of municipal
affairs and each meeting shall be held within
the two weeks preceding the date fixed for -
- o - 118.
holding the annual election of councillors.

»
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Other elements of Strathcona's local government prescribed b
¢ p Y

the Municipal Ordinance included the Secretary Treasurer and Auditor.
Section Three of Strathcona's Act of Incorporation provided for
the introduction of municipal government by stating that:

This Ordinance shall®come into force on pro-
clamation of the Lieutenant Governor, on a date
to' be named therein; . . . and'the Lieutenant
Governor may therein appoint a returning officer

.. to hold on a date subsequent to that fixed for
the coming?into force of~“this Ordinance the
first election of the mayor and councillors for
the Town of Strathcona aforesaid, and for the

"purpose of such election the provisions of the
said Ordinance as to elections generally shall
also apply and”the persons so elected shall
thereupon hotd office for the remainder of the
year 1899 and thereafter as though said elec-
tion had been held for the term commencing on 19
the first day of January 1900.

Lieutenant Governor Forget's proclamation of the Act which was
made on the same day appointed ''"Alexander Cameron Rutherford of South
Edmonton, Alberta, Returning Officer to hold on the Twentieth day of

June, 1899, the first election of Mayor and Councillors of the Town

of Strathcona . . .”'20 e ‘

Those candidates running for election on that day presented

their views at a public meeting held on June 13th. Those candidates .

for the position of mayor included Thomas Bennett, Strathcona immigﬁgf,
tion ageﬁt, Robert Ritchie of the Edmonton Milling Company, and Harryﬁ!ﬁ,
Wilson, merchant.v In his presentation to the electorate, Thomas )
Bennett pointed out that:

he thought incorporation should have been . ’ ~
delayed a couple of years. But.since it had
been practically forced on us it was necessary
to face the situation. He did not believe in
mushroom growth or sinking the town with heavy
taxation. There were certain improvements ex-
ceedingly necessary: first, the business
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streets needed fixing up and sidewalks put in
order; second, an efficient system of fire
protection he deemed necessary; third, the
sanitary condition of the town needs immediate
attention. He thought a piece of land for a
dump ground should be purchased and used. It
was necessary to give the town a good appear-
ance to strangers coming in. He considered
the townsite of Strathcona second to none in
natural advantages and he hoped it mi‘ght be as 121
successful as the man for whom it was named.

The second candidate for therposition, Robert Ritchie, was much
more enthusiastic about the pr@Spects of incorporation.

He believed that the Towr was now ripe for
incorporation. He thought there were many
improvements needed that could not be attajned-
without incorporation. He believed that it
was of prime importance that all roads leading
into the Town from the country should be put
in first class condition so as to invite the
surrounding farmers to trade here. A system
of fire protection he deemed an immedidtdy <
necessity. He was . . . in favor of anything

substantial and efficient enough to re-
duce the insurance rate. The town neceds sanitary
care badly and he would favor measures along that
line. Certain public buildings were necessary.
He felt that the qovernment should be pressed to
put up a proper and commodious immigration hall
here, also that a customs office should be
established here and a post office building ~ 122 -
should be provided.

The third candidate, H. Wilson, prefaced his comments to the
meeting by stating thq% he had entered the race in order to make it

23

C 23
more interesting. He advocated a:

' careful and economical conduct of the public

affairs. As to the matter of improvements he
was in favor of going slowly.

124
The choice was clearly between a mayor who viewed the role of'the
council as thgt of ameliorating the bad effects of incorporation and

a mayor who viewed incorporation as a means through which the metro-

. wor .
politan interésts of the town could be promoted.

67
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A total of sixteen men had been nominated for .the six council
positions. Six of those nominated did not attend thévméeting..iThose
nominated included W. H. Sheppard, J. J.‘Duggan, Wil'liam Brunelle,
Qy?é?x‘ﬁiusett, Malcolm MclIntyre, J. J. MacKenzie, F. K. Sache, A.
McLean, J. T. Malone, W. E. Ross, R. A. Hulburt, Joh§ w;lter, William
McCauley, A: Daviés, Frank .Cowles and J. W. Blainc. These men.Qith
few exceptions Weﬁc all merchants in the communi'ty.”

The theme ot the presentations made by these candidates was the
need for various practical imprqvements to the site aﬁd F}re protec-
tion, all of which would be procured through sounqimanagement of the
town's financial qffairs. The view that the operation of a town was
like a business was stated by J. W. Blaine wHo pointed dut‘thai "'the
men who -had shown thémselves capable of managing their own business

\

suécessfully and who at the same time were public spirited were the
) o, 125
men who should be placed on the new'counci{''.
The successful candidates after the election, in which a total
of 700 votes were cast, were Thomas Bennett for mayor and J. J. Duggan,
J. J. MacKenzie, M. McIntyre, W. H. Sheppard, R. A. Hulburt and John

elected for

Walter for councillors. The first three councillors wer

. years.

- b

2 1/2 years while the last three were eleqtéd for 1

b gt

&P

municipal affairs prior to his arrival in Strathcona. He had served

Thomas Bennett had had a considerable amount. of; ~tence in

eighteen years as councillor and sjx yearé as mayor in thé éuhicipality
of Bury in fhe Proviﬁéé‘qf Quebec and h;3>also éerved for. three years
as warden of Compton County in the sameﬂgtovince. Bennett was one
of the few people who éerved on Strathcona's Council or inrtﬁe position

of mayor who brought any experience to the position. ‘Bennett was an
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older man in comparison to other men who served as mayor or councillor.
Thomas Bennett had arrived in Strathcona in 1895 to serve as immigra-
tion agent.

John Joseph Duggan was one of the first merchants to establish
himeelf in Strathcona. He was a Catholic of Irish deseent, who was

born on May 16th, 1868, on a farm near the village of Fenelon Falls,

Oht‘ario.]27 In 1890 he came west to Beaver, British Columbia, where
he worked in a sawmil]l operated by the Columbia River Mllllng Company.
Both his uncle Cornelius J. Duggan and William MacKenzie had interests

in this cc any. *

In August I89|,‘upoh the completion of the Calgary and Edmonton
Railhay, J. J. Duggan established a lumber yard in the new town created
by the railway'company. The lumber he marketed in the Strathcona dist-
rict consisted of British Columbia douglas fir, spruce and:cedar, all
of which were‘fupplied by the Columbia Rtver Milling Cqmpany»from its
mill at Beaver, Brttish Columbia. He also sold lath, shing]esg\sills,

doors, sash and lime. .;He later expanded into the implemeht business.
R o

4

He'later served asfMafdr of«ﬁ%rathcona fo_.?902, |903 ]909 and 1910.

J. J. MacKenzie had a very similar background to Dugéan having
establ:shed a- blacksmlth business in Strathcona in the fall of 1891,
Prior to 183% he had been employed by John Walter as a ferry hand.

By 1899 he was also established as an implement dealer. He later
served on Council_ in 1902, 1903, 1906 and 1907.

" ‘Malcolm Mcintyre had heen emplo?ed by Sam Parrtsh to operate a
general store Iocated.in‘Strathconavwhich had been established in
1891. By 1896, hgﬁever, he had ourchased the store from Parrish and

y ‘ -~

e .
operated it under-his own name. He also served on Council in 1902.



_tical process over the .next thirteen years. R

/0

W. H. Sheppard was a hotel proprietor who had arrived in Strathcona

in 1894 to take charge of the Raymond Hotel. He later purchased the

“Strathcona Hotel. He was on the board of directors of the Edmonton

Brewing and Malting Co. whose plant was located in Rossdale. He later
served on Council in l9bl, 1903, 1904, 1908, 1909, and as mayor in 1906.

R. A. Hulburt, who was born in 1861 in Lochaber, Nova Scotia, came

west to Winnipeg in-1880. In the following year he gmigfated to North

Dakota where he speht several years engaged in wheat farming. In 1893
he moved to Strathcona where he engaged in 1 general merchandise busi-
ness and real estate. He later served as a member of Council in 1907.

John Walter, who was a nativé of the Orkney lslands of Scotland,

was one of Strathcona's first citizens as well as o?e of its most

successful entrepreneurs. He had established himself on the south
side of the riQér‘in the early 1870's after haQihg fulfklled the terms
of his contract with the Hudson's’Bay Company. He was priﬁérily in;,JjA
volved in the fimber trade. John Walter did not hold civic office in
Strathcona again after the completion of his first term. .He did,
however, play anlactive role és'a Trgstee for the Strathcona $chool
District. -

lThe background‘of t%ose people wh§ participated in the election
of_lé99 wa's characteristic of those who were to'be paft of the polinw

L

The election of 1899 also brought out the issues whiich were to
be a part of the political procesg in Strathcona during its thirteen
years as a_political entity._fThese iséues were primarily concerned '
with the type of role that Sfr;thcona's local political‘institutions

should play in the-devefopment,éf the community. The point of view

¥



most strongly expressed by such people as Thomas Bennett was that it
was responsible for various public works.and such services as fire
prqtvégjoh. The predominance of this pofnt of view was to characterize
politics in Strathcona from 1899 to 1912.

The most impo?tant-issuc which was to emerge from this emphasis
on practical imﬁrovements fér the town was 5 concern for fire protec-
tion. The Council's efforts to provide fire protection were initiated
on November 2lst, l899,'when.the fire, wa'ter and light conmittee were
directed to procure information on fire fighting equipment. |In May,i
1900, this committee reported that $12,000 would be required for the
purchase of equipment. By-law 23 which was intended to ﬁrovide the
necessary funds was passed in June. In Jul? the necessarylbids forA
the purchase of equipment were called for and an agreement with the
Waterous Engine Company for the purcha;e of a fire engine was nego-
tiated. In 1901 a firg hall was constructed for the purpose of housing
this equipment. The formal organization of a fire depaftment was
delaye& until January of 1907 when By-law 170 entitled ""A By-law to
provide for ‘the establishment and management of a Fire Dgpartment for
the Town of Strathcona' was péssed. The by-law provided for a fire

department‘which’would consist of:

'éi "one Chief, one Deputy Chief and other offi-
cers and men in such numbers*as the Council may
deem necessary for the best and most efficient
handling of the fire apparatus and for. the full B
and proper formatioh of Hose, Hook, Chemical 128
and Ladder Companies and a Salvage Corps''.

‘The responsibilities of the chief included maintaining a Register of
“all those who were members of the debartment. He also had:

the power subject to the by-laws of the bri-.
gade to select the members of each company from
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persons willing to serve thercin and he shall
also have the right to dismiss any or.all mem-
bers thereof for neglect of duty, insubordina-
tion or other good cause as hereinafter provnded
and he shall have the care of all fire tanks,
engines, hydrants, hose and' other apparatus of
the Fire Department and shall be held responSIbl
for the efficiency of the Brigade and the pre-
servation of the apparatus. The Chief shall
have his sleeping”apartmpnt in the Fire Hall
and shall remain at the Hall constantly during
the night time and hold himself |n readiness

- 129
for alarm of fire.

_ . ¢ . ,

The fire chief-was the only full time member of the department
throughout its history. The remaining members of the deparfment were
made up of volunteers who, received an honorarium for the services

- »
provided.
Overall responsibility for fire protection in Strathcona was

held by the Fire, Water and Light Standing Committee of Council. The

responsibilities of council through resolution with respect to the

afire department as stated in the by-lTaw included providing for a re-

ward or medal for the bérformance of gal]an; acts, compensating families
for injuries.to firemen and insuring firemen against injuries.

The by-law also contributed to the efficien; operation of the
department Sy allowing them to requisition the services of men or

e

horses, demolish buildings or fences in order to arrest the progress

-

of the fire and close off streets. The by-law also stated that "any
perscn at or near any fire shall assist in extinguishing the same, and

in removing furniture, goods or merchandise from any building on fire
. . NN %

T e

or in danger thereof or in guarding or securing the same or in. demo-

[

lishing any house of building when required do so by the chief or

. \ . .
any other officer of\the Department in command at such fire“u]3o

The by-law also provided for a fine not exceeding $100 and costs or

h : ;}
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imprisonment not exceeding thirty days for any person who destroyed

property during a fire or tampered with fire departme & yquipment

i
: ; A
including the fire alarm system. - b -
g mosyste /b-#‘ -
: ) \ ; . ;.-}."Qj’g
in Fddition Lo organizing a fire H@partment;/S{ra hcona also

\ .

provide#vfor a police department. In Octgbgr, 1899, W. H._Billock,‘a
former ﬁgmber of the‘ROyal.North West Mounted Police, was appointed
to the Eositipn of town constable. In January,/|905, the police‘Worce
was increased to two when the Council authorized the appointment of a.
night constable. In November, 1908, a by-law wésﬂpassed authorizing
the appointment of a Chief of Police fér the City of Strathcona. The
town constable also served as the license inspector. The licenses
established by the Council covered auctioneers, liquor, aaction rooms
and vorious occupations, . 4 B |
Other activities of the Town Counci].related to law and order \
included the pasgage of By-law 7 which was concerned wfth tHe regula-
tion of the ;Lréégs, sidéwalks and'thbroughfares of the town and for
the preservation of 6éder. In addition to prescribing tF neoiner in
which people were required ﬂ% conduct themselves while using public
thoroughfaré§, it also forbad any construction or use of thesev
thoroughfares which interfered witg their use by'other cjt[zens.]3
it also required the observance of Sunday ag‘a day of rest and forbad
Lhe‘establishment_qf “"houses of ill‘Fame”,o? gambfﬁng houses. The
Council also estéblished a town pound in September.of 1899 for the

purpose of taking care of any stray animals. The town pound was

1

concerned brimarily with lTivestock owned by town residents and with

. . 9.
livestock owned by farmers who operated within the incorporated

L

boundaries of the town.
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The public health of the commﬁniry was safequarded by the appoint-
ment Jf a medical health officer. . Baldwin was appointed as Strath-
cona's first public health officer in Sebtember,.|899. immediate steps
were also taken soon af;er incérporatioh to create a nuisance'grouhd.

The constructionlof a nﬁmber of publi¢ works between 1899 and
1906 were also uhdertaken as noted in Chapter Oné. The undertaking-
of these public works necéssitated a change in the Act to lncdrporate
the Town of Strathcona. In 1904 a petition which requested that
"Part VI of the M?nicipal Oﬁdinancetfﬁsofar as the same refers to the
Cgrporation of Lhé’Town of Strathcona be repealed, and other provisions -
be substituted therefore“.]32 vThe request was embodied in Chapter 22
of thé Statutes of 1904 entitled An Ordinance Respeéting Certain Kinds
of Contemplated Public Works %or the Town of Strathcona. This legis-
lation provided for a special frontagé assesément and.sbecial local
,bepefit'assessment to cover the cost of thése jmprovements.

.The prime importance_of issues concerning local fmproyemer 1nd
the provision of services such as fire ana police is evident in the
types of standing committees created by the Council prior tc 1906.

The standing committées created by the first Council ih July, 1899,
included the following: By-law, Finance, Public Works, Firé, Water
and Light, License, Healfh and Relief and Town Hall and Market. This
list of committees remained’unaltered with the exceptioﬁqu the Town
Hall ‘and Market Committee which had the adaed responsibility of the
Police aftef 1902.

| The second pofnt‘of view as expressed by Robert Ritchie Qas
that ‘local government had a rolecto play fn‘promoting the economic‘

and metropol itan growth of the community. The manner in which a
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number of prairie communities undertook this role of government was
through providing bonuses. ‘Stratpcona's efforts with respect to
bonusing were restricted entirely to the Ciigary and Edmonton Railway

bonus provided in May of 1906 as outljned Chapter One. Similar

bonus offers endorsed by the ratepayers were not made to the Canadian

Northern Railway or the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. Other indica-

tions that the ratepayers of Strathcona were not prepared to undertake
=

a large scale Bonusing program can be found in the decision te reject

By-laws 109 and 180. These by-laws. provided for a bonus for the

Strauss Piano Company and the Bailey Soap Company respectively. The

rejection of By-law 180 was urged by the Strathcona Plaindealer ch

argued that:

We believe this city has reached a stage in its
career when bonuses of the chatracter-asked by the
Bailey are not justified? We have come to the. con-
clusion that the loaning of ‘money by .the city for .
private enterprises is as a rule bad business and
while there may be exceptions to the rule, Mr.

Bailey's proposition is not one of them . . . We
believe in generous treatment of new industries
but aside from bonuses altogether Strathcora has -

inducements to offer in'the way of transportation
faggiaities (actual and prospective), strategic
pos¥rion in the province, modern conveniences,

cheap fuel, educational advantages and many other
things that have brought, are bringing and will 133

bring pay roll to this city.

The second half of Strathcona's history as a political entity

'began on March 15th, 1907, when the Lieutenant Governor assented to ..

3

An Act to Incorporate the City of Strathcona. This change served

only to -make minor changes in the formal structure of Strathcona's

"~

political system while the process of politics in Strathcona remained

the same.

As was the case in 1899, the decision to seek a city charter

L pet
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' - was -preceded.- by editorial comment on the subject. In September, 1906,
S S
[ LN o
N E i ) . - - ¢ .
sthe Strathcona Plaindealer pointed out that Strathcona's destiny as a,
i o significant 'metropolitan centre required thig;ﬁé:’status:
o \ While these special powers might prove injurious
Q to a town that has nothing byt ambition to back it
. ) up in .the race for big population still they are
<, . ..
. . necessary to.the town holding a favored position on 134
T the map in working its destiny of future greatness.

- One aspect of Strathcon-'s legal status as a town which was considered

tu be a handicap in its ability to ensure its future as a metrapdlis
,was the '""fact that the~financial discretion of the ratepayers under

the présent charter is&nop'as farqc as it should be. An example in

@

po&gt/is the fact that the town has no power to acquire a piece of

135 The editorial concluded.py

i

| property for indUstrial purposes .’

urging the Board of Trade and thé¢ Town Council to take up the Fssue.
LT . s

!_ L HﬂFour days later the Goard of Trade'respohded‘tqcthe edito}ial

by passing a resolution "for submission 0 the town council advising

4
v

~that in the opinion of the Board, the “time is ripe for the securing

of ‘a'city charter_ for Strathcona and ‘Fequestihg ,that initidl steps

‘ ' 136

in that matter be taken a% once''. A delegqfioﬂ from the Board of

Trade brought the matter of a city charter to the attention of the

Council at their October -16th, 1906, meeting at which time Mayor

3

buggan prgmised that ''the necessary action re city charter would be

@j taken in good time“.]37 |

o ’ .Act}oa by the Council wiih respect to a city charter was initia-

ted on'Novembef 18th, 1906, when a committee on prelim[harieélre city
charter was appointed énd requested to repofg as ;ooh as possible.

. The ;eportfof the committee,'which wasbpresented.December 28th, 1906,

included the following recémmendations :



C ) “ ) 7)
N i o “
. (.
. A ‘vjf
a Z”V‘ o 1. That a committee be appointed with the
L _ Nwar e sollettor to draw up details of charter afterward
e 3\ " ., draft to be submitted to N. D. Beck, K. C., for _
’ | < & . revision and suggestion. « s L T .
.o .. ‘ﬁ?‘ , . e )

. 2. That present boudﬂarlcs be rLtalned ad-

“%ionnlnq territory to be added by Lieut.-Governor
y order in council upon'petition of certain .
proportion of property owners and\city c0uncil.

’ 3. Commissioners systcm to bc provnded but
the adoption of _system to be first voted on by ’
the ratepayers:
L. Present system of Laxation .to be retained-
S < but with power to adopt a singlé tax system
‘ (modifjed) if voted by ratepayers.

5., The system of *'buirgesses’ having two or
more votes according to assessment on all money

Lo @ by-laws to be adopted..
’ ‘ ’ " 6. A general statement of/;owers.of the city N
. cogncil such as that contained in the Edmonton
- , charter to be asked fop but to be followed by a
’ 7 detailed list o wers (not exhaustive gencral

powers conferred by the general clause).

A : y ¥ A. In barticular, powers'shéhld be asked
‘¥£§‘ for re debentures for local improvements.

B. Power to buy land and hold for any o "
purpose city may decide to use ig for, ’ »

G

‘ N ‘C. Power to fix a manufacturers’ rate "
o, of assessment. : . '-' S R
I ‘ Y S - '
'_ : % ‘ D.i%Large powers regarding health in- . -
. ' cluding power to inspect a]l dairies both ,
v e . ‘ and out of the city operated by@4|cen5Ls '

v ‘ "E. Ward system tovbélbﬁlzfgfl- PR SE

=) . Tt . .\;3‘_ 'S )
7. The charter, of the Lity ofs Eddonton, which

has been copied largely in theégharters of Medtcnqe . .
Hat and Lethbridge will serve &s a useful model . ' *,' %

8. Your committee have been informe® that it
is the intention of the Alberta Government to in- “ L
troduce a municipal statute in the near future ]38
appllcable to all municipalitiesy &
. "
& This report served as the basis for action on the question of

/ : . ‘ e .
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’ ‘\‘“\ Co e .
.- a city charter by the new council which took office in January of 1907.

By February 17th a draft chartes roady 'ﬁ‘ksubmigsion to the Legislature
'1,;. R

’
‘fw?, prcscnted to the ©ouncil by thu Town so||c1tor and adopted. E&e‘
; _ , .

. . 4 *

o L
hg;“ " pringipal adviser in _Strathcona's ef forgs to, draﬁt a charter as recom-
- g . " '
men. “ the initial report was \harles Beck K. C., City of Edmonton
. Y : A8 .
s " solicicor.  Changes in the pofit[cal structure of Strathcona introduced

‘\N
by the charter nncluded Comm|ssuone|s -wards and a modified version of
L"‘ . ' .
thﬁ unqlc tax igstenlof assessment, ’ o

.

Q “ .
The peed for the lnq§pdd(txon 0. commissioners to improve the
\, ¥

1 had been recoqnlzed by Mayor Mills

v‘effIC|enc of. Strathcmna *
Y iy
who poun(e&”@ul at the flrst feeting of the 1907 Strathcona Council

p
4 i

that "the work of the c0uncnl was becomlnq too heavy for the aldermanlt
‘“ﬁ " |39
board to handle wnth J ce to the Clty The® manner in whlch the

;
.conmission system was to be. lmplemented was rqferred to the. flnanCL

‘«,‘: . . ..
J ) > R
committee for consuderat:on " The report af thls commnttee_tecommended G'%ﬁ
o7 - \;‘ R . 1‘\»“ ., . ,.;“ 5
. that appluc@tnons to be kked for a man to*frll the combsneggoffices@ )
' s "hy . : . 2 e P e ’
of comm|SS|oner and city engineer at a salary of S1. 8@0 per' year“&nﬁ;thé ’
Mayor be ef off:cuo a comm15540ner wuthout salary += The dﬁscuiédon C
] 15 - . » "k. j' vy
of ‘the r[%nrt by Councul pornted out that “the mayor’ and cnty englneer ’
} N .IQ\’“{”"
o] ,'f each had “i-r hands full now and maknng them CO%mISSlOHBFS would not
R
o ' 141 - .

relleve the sntuéthn” The Strathcona City, COU”,;

¥ N

. .
concerqed about the -cost of lntnoouC|ng the system a, \&QEy were in .

“a,

o - & Rl C \ 9w B
SR L |mpr0Vung the eff|c1ency of the government., ) After consnderable
[T e Jhe oy .

e . X H O . . . . L’

‘ discussion, 5@% commnttee’s report as presented to council was rati-

Y _l . . v ) . . . * ] N .\ ’

’ fied. . ’ . . : °
) . Lo . L - _

The introduction of thevmodjfied‘system of'the'sjngle tax for.

gssessment'purposes became ‘effective upon the passage of the Act
, . . . .



5

e

despite the concern expressed by some members of council that a vote

A

()n“thepue by the burgess be taken. Mayor Mills' view that '"'the
tory operation of thg new plan in the City of Edmonton and

satisf

the very unsatisfactory opéra(ion of the old plan in the Town of

Strathcona warranted the embodiment of the new plan in the new Charter
2 2 .
. ) . - 143
without special mandate from tWe burgesses

The introduction of the ward system was voted on ahd passed by

X . :

Lhc burge§sés of the City of étrathcona on October 30Lh7 The system
was imple%gnted during thc'éivicrclectiod qﬁ'|908f‘jfhe ward system
as implemented provided. for the'div}sion of the City into four wardd
divided by the centre lines oﬁ-WhytenAvehue and Main'Street.

Durlng Strathcona's years as a Cltijstand;hq commi ttees tonti-
LY
S S
nued to be an important part of'fhe political process. Their primary
S & vm . N \J

function was to handle much of the]ﬁdministrati!géwor Vbﬁyed in.

i »

runhing;the cityf‘ As’ nndlcatedfpy the nntroduég%bn! , ?gé.conm|5510n

'system Strathcona was reluctant’ tq create a Iarqe civyc bureauqracy
.‘,\.J LN

.ln the perlod~1307 ‘to &912 the standlng commrficeqftructuré‘|ncluded
. “
e D

commnttrvs concerﬁgﬁ w:th receptlons and raclways L
: "; v A . N of
The lnterest group whlch wag consastently involved .in thngqln-

3

tical process :n‘Strathcona wé% tQp Stra[hcona Board of Trade Thls

Zu - .
. .

organization made frequent represent@trons to  cquncil concerning’thc
- L ‘., i o . i

'¢3noted Thq

13

3 o - R .
extent to whicr'ghe two - &y anizatioﬂs‘OVerlapped or-
W Bo : N » R
co- operatton Wei o not as well estab}nshed as*1n other communltPes )
' -
-In some‘cases the most actlve‘members'of the Board of Trade executivé*l
M ‘ . C ‘ » | . | .
, committee were not on Council. Jhe comments of Wilbert Mclintyre, who
- ]

[4 = . N ' ’ . . ' . “
need for public works and action on other issues a
orked in close”

was ‘running for Mayor in~|905, illustratq ‘this situation.  Dr.

o ~

,". ' { . ) ; /

W

>

-



&

~ s

Ry
. ""g;‘/‘?
80
MclIntyre in his presentation: . - -Q@A
v ’ '
spoke up in behalf of the board of trade, a
body which he believed had not received due
’ recognition from the councils of the past. In
' o many matters pertaining to the town's prospexity
L fﬁ the initiative was bound to come fxom the Board
4 of Trade and he thought the counell should sup- n
o port it liberally a-d consider carefully its
o recommendations. he future of Strathcona depends
largely upon our .bility to reach. capisalists with
money for investr:nt . . . He thouqht the railways
should be dealt . th generously and given all _
) necessary induc ients to establish themsel, 3 N 14 y
9 - B N ! T L
Strathcona. . ) ‘ Lo A , s
yarious social es of the period.were als ght to the
' : .l - : .
attention of the Cou 1. In February, 1906, a petition wa¢ presented
“to Council requesting that property adjoining the southern boundary of
i . . .
the Jown' be brought within the town limits in order to give the town
'iurisdicﬂionvto deal with a. house of 11 fame which was just outside
. '1 . .
the boundary. In July of the same year, he Reverend W. R George and =

\
the Reverehd Johnston preseqted a petltlon request:ng the'suppre&suon

<
: . 7 t

oy K . B PR »
of slot machlnes oo . _ vf,“‘s‘

) . : S 5 ¢
N . :
Chapter Three has been concerned wnth Lﬁc"strucLure role and.

P eg i nvol ved in. ‘Strathcona's local government. The mdterial pre-, -
E .‘ “‘ I 4 A . .
sagfted iVlustrates how atrathcona was similar {0 other prairie cities
3 “, ;1 gy s . 5’ . )

o ' NS ‘\/\‘ 2

in terms of its s;ructure\pnd personnel. Strathcona was, however, \
T ' .
s . X i

S 2 . A . Ced '
very dlffercn?gfrOm other prairie cntles in that its local'goverﬁmenp

,was insti tuted over the obJectlons of the people rather Lhan be|ng'

_the product of lbcaf initiative.  The community had a well deve]oped

4

sense nf civic brnde but on the whole expected their government to .
. B - ¢ < ¢ f
keep costs down anﬂ provnde some essentlal services such as fire pro-
) }( - a4 I . .
tection - and varlsps publgbw~ork$ An aggressive rele for local .
government in the economic growth,df the cBmmunity was conscioushy ;'
f

-

- .
B -
-

Py
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'rcjvctéd on the grounds that a City destined for greatness did not
have to use the bonus system. Strathcona citizens were more concerned
about keeping the cost of Ioca] qovernment to a minimum. Thus the
structure and process of égtggﬁkzs in Strathcona despite its status as

B ‘ '\\A
a city reflects a rcluctancé to create the necessary political super-
' . structure to support such a status. Therefore continuity between
i Strathcona, the town, and Strathcona, the city, can'pe noted. This

fact reflects a lack of a long term commitment: to the idea of Strath-

cona as a separate political entity.
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Chapter Four

'? The Economic History ot Strathcona

. ‘311 Between 1891 and 1912 Strathcona expericnced a nodost dcqf&e of

-
L -

% ~1ndu'4tha‘|' Qﬂd comnerc»al growth which prOVIdé{}lt wnthJan identiffablé

etonomic Base. ILs industrial development involved primarily the estab-

lishment of Manufacturing industriesvwﬁch took advantage of the aqgri-

n

cultural potential and the timber resources of the Strathcona region

¥
e

as wclﬂ-as the on-site deposits of clay and coal. Its growth as a

. : B . g
~-commercial centre was also closely linked with the economic®meeds of
. , *

-the farming community which developed adjacent to the townsite over

this twenty-one year period.

Strathcona's role as a market centre 4n whlcn ‘the district

farmersﬁrot% sold and purchased goods emerged |mmed|atcly upon the
. N ‘

completion of the Calgary agnd Edmonton Railway.. The construction of
railway: facilities provided for large scale agricul tusal’ exports from

this region to markets in Eastern Canada, Southern Alberta and British

B

#iultural revoldtion for the
. /\k‘ , .
ed into the developing

Tolumbia. This change constituted an&

- K . — . TR
° farmers- of the district who were now i g

wheat economy of the Canadian West. The initial economic activities

9 onomy of the Canadian Wes

associated with this ffew townSite on the banks of the North Saskatchewan

River were therefore related to its role as a service centre.on a newly

established and rapidly expanding agriculfural frontier.

Initially, the marketing sérJices availabkg at Strathcona were
provided by independent businessmen who were either commission agents

- e

. . ik
or werchants who accepted agrlcultural commodltles ln exchange for

3Staples requured,by the fagﬁg?é."Three‘individuals who- fall into this -

~

category were Sam Parrish, W. J. G. Dickson ard Jphn Joseph Duggan.

ft . @ Co [ . . A‘ 4
; o 84 - )
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Sam Parrish, who was the first commission agent lo operate out of

Strathcona, established a branch of his Calgary business at the new
¢ « ’

townsite in the spring of 1892. He initially operated out of the

Strathcona, Hotel during the construction of his first business block

LN

on the southwest corner of Whyte Avenue and 103rd Street. The property

“Upon which LHis building was constructed had been purchased b Sam
¥ g & Y

Parrish in Augqust, I89],Aalong with other property when the townsite
lots were tirst offered for sale by'thé;éafgary and Edmonton Railway

Townsite Company. His business operations involved t purchase of

¢

. {
“timothy seed, oats, wheat, hay and potatoes. In relqrn he sold or

3

N\

traded flour, feed, seed grain and apples. Parrish»operated his
Strathcona bransh untfl February of 1893 when he sold a éortion of it
to Mesers. Dickson and Wilkie; By October, 1895, he had sd;d the re-
maining po;@ion of his business interests with the exception of the

real estate to Malcolm Maclntyre who had been employed since 1892 as

. » A
“his Strathcona manager. r //
T s W, J. 6. Dickson started his business career in Strathcona in
: S : :
February, 1893, when he purchased, in partnership with William WEIQie,

o , -
the @bneral store of Sam Parrish. As the successors to S. Parrisﬁgat

the «corner store, they sold a variety of groceries. and provisions

which included eggs, creamery butter and winter apples. This .partner-

ship Jasted until September, 1894, at which time Dickson embarked on
¥

a career lasting until 1899 as an independent Stratnéona businessman.

tn his new role as an independent c%mmission agent, Dickson dealt. in

a full line of agricultural products including livestock, produce and

grain. Dickson's value to the economic life of Stréthcona and pis
.f' . - - . - i L <
businesstmethods were noted by:theLSou{h Edmonton -News . . )

N

B T : N
[

'



»

t
86

Mr.o W. J. G. Dickson is another of our young
and enterprising pioneers, a Scotchman, with
considerable experience of continental life
who has succeeded in erecting an interest in the
products of this district, amonqg outside dealers

~which bids fair to assume gigantic proportions
in the future. His policy is based on d%strlct
lines, each product must be offered in~ffroper

order, and although the bus'nvks done the pre- il
sent. .hason may be l:ﬁhtv than could have been.t
dos Ml. ‘Dickson in taking . he stand he does, -
-wlh[ ah]|sh|nq a precedent which will result i ]
fﬁi, g Northern Alberta products a solid hold in

" markets of the world for excelle ence. The

farm:nq and stockraising interest of the district,

has now through Mr. Dickson's untiring patience,

found a foothold which is of vast service to Lhe 145
who'le |nduer|aI system of the community.

] 9
A significant market which Dickson helped develop was located on
the West Coast. One company which he dealt with was the Brackman-Kerr
- Milling Co. Which appointed him sole agent to‘Supply‘miIlfng oats.
Shipments of oats to this company, which began in December of 1894,
resulted in a request from-this company '"to ship all the grajn you can
. . The
buy at present prices''. The economic link established between (his
company and the Strathcona digtrjct through Dickson was a” factor in
the constructlon of the plant to be de scrnb%& lato' in tgks chapter.
& - . ; R
In DLcember of 1894 he was "alsos work| %ﬁg@ a mar g ,pn the

- , K

J 147 N .
~coas . for beef, pork and poultry'. By. Jan ry, |895, it was re-

‘

ported that he had ''secured a long worked.for market for dréssed'hogé
'Y
in Victoria, 8. c.m. '8

fn addition to marketing produce, Dickson was also the agent for /’

the town properties owned by Sache, Cameron and 2 He also sold//}

. cw

. Co. 7 . . . . PN -
fire insurance, "scripf, improved and unimproved farms,™

.

. -
rented houses and '"provided pacticulars of the town and c¢

149 a

+~ reque®t!'. . : ‘,
q . 4 -
S | - Py
« i - 4 .
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The business career of John Joseph Duggan during the early 1890
es to illustrate how.various Strathcona merchaz}s were also invol-

n the. type of economic activity described above. As noted in

Chapter Three, J. J.'Duqqan was a lumber merchant who sold: lumber sup-
plued by the, Lolumpnﬁ‘ﬁﬂver Milling Co. and the Calgary Dogr and Sash
LTy
Factory. In cxchanqé\for these materials, Duggan accepted oats and
A
@ék}dhich were shipped to Beaver, Brifish Columbia, and cattle which

e

were shipped to P. Burns & Company. A significant difference between

. ~
Duggan's career in Strathcona and the careers of Parrish and Dickson

was the fact that‘he remained in Strathcona to become involved in the
social and political life of the community while many of the commis-
sion agents like Parrish and Dickson departed by the turn of the
century to pursue business careers elsewhere.

© 1]

type. of service outlined above with respect to graln began as early

“ ,a

as 1898 when the Wrnnlpeg based’ Domlnnon Mllllng Company con¢tfd€ted
-3 '-4'

fan'elevator. The operatnon of their elevator in Strathcona wéS Sub-

S
o 'r.a

The arrival in Strathcona of company agencies which‘provided the.

87

's

sequently takermipver by the Alberta Grain: Loﬁﬁghy“ The Albertaﬁb ’afy

'Lompany le|tvd was |ncorporatcd under thc1£ompan|cs Ordinance ofkfﬁ ﬁ

ﬁﬁth Wcst Territories on OcLober 23rd 1902.150' The registered ’

1y§@ficc of the cpmpany was ythe Town of‘Strathcona. The‘subscribers to

the memorandum of association were G. R. Rowe, S. P. Clark, N. Baw]f,

. Philﬁips, W. w.chMillan all'of Winnipeg, and John J. McEarlﬁpd of”

Strathcona. The/dbjectives of the coqpanycfnvolved the pur%haéing,
“ o ' ‘

A . . o bl N . .
erecting and,ownlng'of graun\elcvators and the purachasing, sghding

and storing of all other varieties of farm produce. This mew company

ﬁJrcha%ed all thé clevators in Alberta belonging tu the Dominion and

° 13

X
L4
A
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[

)

1..

L

”(&‘

l«* -,



- /
Northern Elevator Companies. John J. McFarland, formerly manac

Alberta for the Dominion Elevator Company, was general manager
R v

new company and continued to have his headquarters in Strathcona.

facilities provided by the companies to handle grain were more sc hi -

ticated than the flat warehouses and the loading platforms provided

I3

. by the local grain buyers.

in the yesrs after the arrival of the elevator companies and the

establishment of local industries to process district agricultural

as}part of their business operations. By the turn of the century,

;
\\

-\ '
'zg hbwevcr, independent businessmen resident in or operating through
. ‘ M . A

k‘\:v:\ ” . . X /
Strathcona no longer monopolized the vital s%nction of linking the

4

farmers of the district with regional, national or international mar-

kets, ’

‘ . 3

An addition to serving as a middle man in the grain trade,

. ~
4 " - - . - . \\. -
Strathcona was also a centre for local industry which ut|1|ng<}QJs
Ty ‘ e

commodity. This type of economic growth was initiate?.in February of

' ‘ . A ST
1892 when Messrs. McKenzie, Ross, Holt, Mann and'NanLonrgaWégpotwgé

ok;theif intention bf"gpplyind’fgr Letters Patent to incorporate the-

v . R

Edmonton Milling Company 'for the purpose and wi'th the , power of con-
ducting a milling business and of buying, Sellihg_ana dealing in

23

grain and produce in the Edmonton Settlement and ‘throughout: the !
4 v - B IS X » (%
Northwest Territories of Canada with its chief place of bdsinéiéjap

said Edmonton Settlement“;'?] These individuals, with the excei;

-

of ‘Augustus Meredith Nanton, werejall_provis?ooél shareholders of

-

/ : . ‘
the Calgary andednbnton Railway Company.

)

. . K . y
This group of entrepreneurs; howevq{t failed to follow :hrobgh ~
5 Y ‘ = o

N . ’ : -
' . . ‘ ’

N

L)

38

. s , . . \ .
,/Rﬁoductﬁ, somc merchants continued to buy or trade agricultural produce
\ .



R

-

1

with 1is stated intention and was replaced in May of the same year by

[

John Ritchie, Robect Ritchie, and George Ritchie, all of "the [ownsﬁTuu§¥
. - , . . ,

of Bathurst, Ontario, Wm. Ritchie of Graf(on North Dakota, and Wm. J.

N i 52

OIHMdH of the City of London, England. The name and objectives of

. . 'b_
the company which was capitalized at $40,000 remained the same. The

mill, which was located adjacent to the Calaary and Edmonton Railway
' . ‘ [ )

=Y

. . *t
right-of-way near the valley edge, turned dut s first flour on

March 9th; 1893, ' ' . , .

The mill was a three story frame building, thirty-nine feet by

153

forty—eightxfeet, with a babment
- ' ‘y\ e ol J
\ : ) ’ . . . -'.
encased withiiron, rested on a stone foundatlon which was two feet

2y R

thick and about ten Feet in height. A S{Unt‘ddltl()n to the main '

o

Theubu}lding, which was entirely

¥

building house thc coal:g]rcd seventy-— fuvn horSQ power steam gngine. -

ed machlnery housed in;the main buildiné included:
[a G ockle Machine'" for renDVInq ghlckweed . o 8
WJldxgy wheat cockle and all hxmﬂs It seeds e '
@%3 hah a grain of wheat . . . separators e N
_used for- removing barley, ‘oats, and other foreign
‘substancet from the wheat;. 5 doubl sett [sic] of -
rollers 9\x 18, of the "AlisYsmake . . . 6\l lour
packers,; 1\ ‘Migar and 5 hand packers e V sett-
[sic]l of B stones for making chop feed; 1 forty
bushel hop W Scale and 2 platform scales . . . 3
_purifiers of tHe E. P.,omlth pattern; 2 bran dus-
Lers&and onel shofts . duster . . . | brarr‘*calpgr ,
6 doublg setl [S|CE§bf redls or- bol$ o grading T
the flour ). . [a] smut or scourlnd machmc "The 154 : g
Eureka* manufactured ay Silver Creek N YL ) o 4
| /

The szt(»xgnlflcant feature of the m:ll_yas its use of rollers to

=4t

theat .’ Sucﬁ a facnllty had beeri hltherto unawgllable to

k] »

. £dhY R e | Ct farmers. R R

N o ' %

"The*production capacity ‘of the ill as - originally built in 1892
. ; ‘ e
Wa s, SCVLnty five barrels per twenty- four h0urs or-seventy-five bags

.

.



- ' . . 9 0

“ e : N .
in twelve hours.  The constreuction ol an elevator outstde the main

building in 1895 and the instaliation of two additional sets of rollers

“ .

in 1899 increased its production Cabacity to 150 barrels per twenty-
: o . .

- 158 . . . _ :
tour hours. °° Upon its compicetion, it was patronized by farmers

: * : 14
located north of the river at St. Albert and Belmont as well as farmers
frem as far south as Wetaskiwin.. Stony‘Plain farmers also made use of-

l - ' ) ~
the mill when ice on. the North Saskatchewaaniver permitt. n 1895

| . »’

a retail storg;was opened onithc north sidé of the‘river for the con-
venience of its Edmonton customers. The products of the mill included
four brands of fléur as well as bran, Shqrts and chop feed. Robert
Ritchie thréughouL the périod from 1892 to lSlZ’remainéd as manager
and a significant shareholder of the company.

In 1895 a second and equally sqphisticated hill designed primarily‘
to process oats was built by the,Brackman—Kefr Company Limited.at a
point adjacent fg the railway tracks south of the plant of the Edmonton
Milling Company.]56~-As noted earlier, this was a British Columbia.
baséd organization which had its hedgnaffice in Viqggria. The mill,
which was constructed by Dilbért Bros..Mfg. Co. of San Fréncisco;

California, was described by the South Edmonton News in 1895 ‘as "the

only oakmeal mill in the Northwest and is of the most modern type in

! % - .
every particular, being equally as Good, if not better than their
mills at V}ctoria and New Westminster“.]57 The mill, which was driven
"by a coal-fired seventy-five horse power steam engine, included the
latest in oat hullers,roatmeal grinders, roll chbpping milﬁs, dry
kilns, élevators, cleaning machinery and dust co]lectors.]5 The mil]
in 1895 employed six men and had a production capacity of 100 barrels

per twenty-four hours. Its labour force and production capacity had _

-



been increased Lo twenty men and 150 Barrels Per twenty-four hoursg

rbspeé}ivcly by 1912.|59 The products of the plan included Oatmeal ,

. ~

“barley of the potted and peari varieties, wheat flakes rolled oats

and other cereals, Soon after the coﬁpletion of the mill, J. W. Lines

was appointed tg the position of local'manager.‘ He retired‘from this
Position in 1908 fo be réplaced by R. T. Purvfs. The Strathcona
office of the Brackman-Kerr Milling Co. Limited served as i&s head-
quarters jn Albertq as agricultpraf settlement and the expansion of

. . )
the railways permitted the constructiqn of additional e]evatd{s in

N

* N \\\ 4 -
The livestock raised by district farmers when not expprted‘also'\\_y/

found jts way to Processing plants jn this community. “Strathcona®
companies involved in the meat packing industry were John Gainer ¢

Company and the Végel Meat ¢ Packing co. Limited. The ‘firm of John

the twenty4one years under study. John Gainer, who was born‘in St.
Mary's, Ontario, in 1858, had ?bent Some time in North Dakota and

Pilof'Mound, Manitoba, before arriving in Strathcona,soon after the

-~

completion of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway.]60 Upon his'arrivaL,
he opened a meat market and bakery with large feed stable attached
in October, 1891 . Initially hijs processing of Strathcona dist?ict

livestock was done on a modest basis at a shop located on 103rd Street

By 1902, however, he had ébnstructed 3 Separate élaughterhouse near

_the railway station and a brick retail store located on Whyte Ayenue.

’

This first sfaughterhoqsé was'subsequeﬁtly replacea h\ packing -

- plant bui]t at Mjlj Creék, aléng the righg-of—way of the Edmonton,

-

e



fukon and Pacitic Riyilway, BY 1906 he had established retail meat
markets and buylnq stations at Edmonton and Wedt taskiwin.: In 19]]
Galners anlted with John Gainer as Prc;ident was fncorporated.

The Vogel Meat and Packing Company was the outgrowth' of the entre-
prencurial talents of Wilhelm Augqust Max Vogoi. He emigrated to Canada
from Gcrmany'in )887 settling first in Manitoba before‘arriying in

Edmonton in the éR:ing of 189L.]6] In 1895 in.partnership with Mr.

i

Mellon he acquired the butchershop in SLrathcona operated by Alfred

Cover. This partnership endured unt:l 1897 when Voqel became the sole
proprietor of the shop. In December of 1901 his business*interests
shffted from the retail (rade in meat to meat packlnq with the incor -

poration of the Voge! Meat and Packlng Company L1m|ted4]62 The con-

utrucL|on of thc Flant, which was located in Mil] Creek along the

'rncht -of-way of the Edmonton, Yuken and Pacific Ra||way, was undertaken

in 1903. The equipment |nstalled in the plant included a Linde ice —
machine which was an amhonia refrlgeratlon system manufactured by thew
Fred Wolf Co. of Chlcago.]63 During the ycars that this’ company was

in oneration, it purchased cattle hogs; calves, shecp, poultry and
hides which were shippedlive or proue%Sed in the plant. These faci-
lities were utilized by che company until 1910 when wm. Vogel retired:
from busineee. In Harch,.IBfT, the plant was leased by the P. Burns

& Co. oh a temporary basis.

Three additional meat processing plants which were established

92

by Edmdnton‘and C 'qary based entrepreneurs also Operated in Strathcona.

3 '
The two Edmonton iirms were the Gallagher-Hull Meat s Packing Company
. \\ °
Limited and the Edmonton Meat Market, J. Hehsdoerfer proprietor, both

of which had plants on the Cloverdale Flats. The\flrm of P. Burns &



Co. also
yards in
Ano

cultural

g

constructed a hacking plant at the south ¢nd of the railway

1906 | - "

“

—r

ther company whose operations were linked in part to the agri-

E]

resources of the Strathcona district was the tannery of F.

Beddard who was an American from St. Paul, Minncsota. This tannery

93

had commenced operations as early as October, 1897, when they advertised

that they werc ''prepared to tan first class style fur of all kinds,

hides fo

lace lea

r robes, moccasin le . -, shoepack leather, upper harness and

A

164 - \ . .
ther''. Initially I tannery operations were conducted in

two log buildings located at the northwest corner of Whyfe Avenue and-

110th St

¢ !

rect. In June, 1898, «the tannery was relocated in Walterdale

\

’ S
s west of John Walter's sawmill wlere a more substantial building was

erected. By 1902 the extent of.the business- conducted by this firm

had grow

. , =
n significantly:

Most of the product of the tannery is shipped
to Calgary and to Vancouver to the leather trade.
Mr. Beddard has a standing order of 50 hides per
month of lattigo leather from one firm in Calgary
and 100 sheep skins tanned with the wool on for
the lining of saddles. At the present time he
has in process of tanning 100 sides of beef, 150

"of sheep ana 30 cow rdbes. Over 800 sheep skins

have been tanned and shipped  in ‘the last year.

Considerable custom work is done.for the farmers,

espeCially in the making of robes and rugs and
business of this sort comes from the country as
far south as Lacombe as well as from the far

.rnorth""Mgny musk ox hides from the Barren Lands
--of the MacKenzie find their way into the vats of

In

also pro

the: tannery and come out elegant robes for the
swe!l equippages of the eastern cities.

addition_tp,agricdltpral commodities, the surrounding district

/
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: : : - /
vided timber resources which were .to play-a role in the indust-

rial development of Strathcona. One Strathcona company that was in-

volved or a large scale in the timber trade was John Walter, Limited.



135 and 140,000

-7 SL
| Walter's initial venture into the timber trade was his acquisition. of
| . . ' - ' 166
X @ portable sawmill which he had jn operation by the fall of 1894,
| ) .
/ In 1895 he Jjoined in @ partaership with William Husperstone
] ’ . ' o 7
. .to establish a permanent operation.
; November, 1901 .
/ .
/ porated under

in order
In Febhuary, 1305, Johm Walter,
The timber

This partnership endured until

.
the Companies Ordinance

Lfm[ted, was incor-
“leases operated by this firm were
‘ 169 .
from Strathcona. The. timber

' : - . 168
of the Northwest ‘erritories.
tamarac

located 125 mi]es‘ﬁp river

y which consisted mainly ot Spgbﬁﬂ and
‘ N

order to be floated down river in the spring fo} processing at Strath-

coaa duFing the summer. The, ‘

size of the plant which was estab]

logs each Spring

to 1912,

» Was cut by crews working, through the winter and stockpi e

y amount of timber cut éach winter and the.
?shed in Strathcona to recejve the
incréésedaprogressively during the period from 1895

In December,, J9Q3,.the SFrathcona Pl .

low.ing description of the mill:
- \

’

1

aindealer gave the Fél;_;’a,,//////
The mill proper has a floor space of about ////f——’f////
20,000 square feet . . . the power is obtajned
+ from 50 h. p. boilers and three engines have a
- combined Eapacity of 175 h. p. Before, the winter
Is over Mr. Walter expects to have angther 50 h. p.
boiler installed which will be use clusively to
generate ‘power for the steam feed of the log car-~_
riages . There are two
and a forty inch'gang saw.
for dressing
fourth will b

cutting slabs

~

large circular saws

There are three planers

lumber as it comes from the saw and a
e installed shortly. A machink for

and edgings into uniform stove lengths
and having a Lapacity of 75 loads per day was put in
last spring. Thereé is a lath machine with a capa-
city of 12,000 laths per day of ten hours.
In 1903 the mill,
feet'bf timber. /

170

J ' :

~which employed 100 men, processed 6,000,000

By 1914 »
mill and the'Edmontonvmill

’

the combined capacity of the Strathcona
, which had been built in 1906
feet per day.'7?

, waS’between
The products of the two mills

T—]__
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/
cluded rough and dressea fumber, sash, doors, mouldings, lath and \\
railway ties. ‘At the Strathcona mill;a'portion of the output was \‘
Utilizéd inla carriage and sleigh work; as well as a boat building

‘yard. This yard built a variety of river craft including the "City
Qf EdméntonU which was launéheq in August, 1909. it was acclaimed as
the steamboat which has "eclipsed anything in the liﬁe of river boats
that has ever been seen on the Saskatchcwan”;]73 't was used as a
pleasure craft and in Walter's sawmil]l operations in the Edmonton area’
A secgnd company involved in the t}mber tréde Qas the Edmonton
Lumb;i Company which operated a.mil];on the Cloverdale Flats. This '
was an btdmonton based organization which had been incorporated in

174

.I905. The president of this company was William H. Clark and A.

West-was secretary-treasurer.

Their operation was similar to that conducted by John Walter,
Limited, but on a reduced scale. In 1911 their mill had a'capacity
of 35,000 fgef a day and prodﬁced on an average of dhree and a half

° -

million feet of lumber ber year.]75 The company employed forty men

3

at the mill and 100 to 120 men in Ehe woods each winter!l76

ln-addi-tion—te—these—companies wiich were directly involved in

harvesting the forest resources, Strathcona also had other companies{‘*\
. . . 3 ' . > N, .

which Wwere involved in the secondary industries associated with the

o

timber trade such as the door and sash factory operated by R. B. N

Bissett between 1898 and 1910. The products of the mil] includeﬁd

d§ors, sash, mouldfngs, brackets and general mi]fwork. h
Strathcona was also fortunatebwith respect to.the availability

of on-site resources which could support industrigl arowth. The re-

“ sources that were in rdady supply included clay s table for the

N
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! . . . a

manufacture of brick, and coal deposits. The first brick yard was
established by C. A. lrwin in May, 1895, on the northeast corner of

the farm of Mr. James McKernan about a mile and a quarter from the

177

1 station. This operation did not, ‘however, remain as a permanent

‘ part of the economy.of Strathcona.
By the turn of the tcntury, however, two additional plants had

. been established by the Pollard Brothers and the Edmonton Press Brick
\ Ld

'  Co. Limited. The plant operated-by the Pollard Brothers was initial]y

‘located a short distance ~outh of town on land purchased from Thomas

Anderson. By July, 1399, tiic operations of the company had been re-
i ‘

located on the Flats near Walter's mill. The product of this plant

which found:
A ‘
Y a ready market not only in Strathcona and
Edmonton but in Calgary and other towns along
the C. & E. . . . [was] a very substantial stiff
! mud red brick suitable for rough or fine build- 178
1y ing purposes. .

\ . .
By 1902 eighteen men were employed at the plant in order to produce
\ , : ‘

179

I,OOO},OO bricks. in 1903 a. press brick machine was added to the

~—————— —-—plant il order ''to supply the increasing demand §or ornamental and

The Edmdpnton Press Brick Co. Limited established their operatiqns

in 1900 on the Sloverdale Flaté. The promoters of this company were

*

Peter Anderson and\yjames Ross of Ross Brothers Limited hardware mer-

chants, Edmontor. The plant owned by the Company hduseq a machine

for stiff mud brick gnd another for dry press brick suitable for the

facings of Structuresflﬁi\\lhg\ggi?ut during the first yéar of opera-

» . tion was approximately 300,000 bricks. Its output in 1908 was anti-

cipé?éd'to be over twelve mil]ion.]82 In 1900 about twehty men were



engaged at the plant. "By 1903 thi, numbey had grown to over a hundred.

. Vo, .
The products of the factory included red pressed, common, ornamcntal
s N -

and fire brick, sewer birick, és we!l»as drain tile and“te%ra cotta.
The brick p?oduced in this plant was used to build a numbe# of Build-
ings in both Edmonton aﬁd Stratﬁcona ihcludfng John McDougall's bfick
residence, McD@ugan &_Sébord‘s brick blockh, Queen's Avenue School;,
Holy Trinity and Presbyterian Ehurches and'g,iargc ﬁdmber of priv;te

'S

residences. .

M '
The sccond natural resource which-occurred within the townsite
7 \A ' N \
was coal. The two ‘significant coal wines which were developed to ex-
3 ‘ ) .
ploit_this resource were operated by the Strathcona Coal Company and
the Twin City .Coal Company Limited. The Strathcgna Coal Company was
another venture involving the enterprising John Walter. In 1905 he
joined with W. E. Ross, the Strathcona hardware merchant, and A. C.

Rutherford for thé purpose of developing the coal deposits located on .

his property. The pit h?ad of the mine was lpcatgd behind Walter's

sawmill near the top'of the vél]gy. The Strathcona Plaindealer noted
that the mine made: ) ) .
"an advance in coal minfng in Northern Alberta

in that it is the first mine to be operated with
a perpendicular shaft. Hitherto all mines in this

part of the d have been drift mines run into .
the river And cre banks on the level of the coal 183
seams worHled''. . >
By Febfuéry of 1906 the company employed seventeen men who were
mining coal at the rate of twenty-two to twenty-five tons per day of
ten hours and three teams which were making six.trips into Strathcona

. S s 184 "
and five trips into Edmonton per day. 8 One Strathcona customer was

the City of Strathcona's power plant located at the east end of



N 53
o : . ‘!
'ngtefdalc Flat?ﬂ This mine was in pfod;ction‘from lSQé,to l9fﬂ
during‘which t ime d.LotaI of 78,@85_t0ns of coa]"were~p£oducedf]??g
Tgé Twinva[y CQaf Conipany Limited was a Toron;o based Qrgan;;aF )

tion whose president was R. L. Mclintyre of Messrs.. McGreéor and
‘Mcintyre. This mine was developed in 1908 and continued to operate
H

until 1921. -Durinq this period of operation it produced a total of

186

- 2

506,586 tons of coal. The pit head of this mine was logated at’

the northern end of Mill Creek Ravine along the right-of-way of the

Edmonton, Yukon and Pacific Railway. The local promoter of this

company was J. B. Brenton of Edmonton who was the ﬁroprietor of the

r o

City Coal Company mine on Rat Creek nortH of Edmonton.

A number of other coal mines were in operation within the ‘imme-

diate vicinity of Strathcona during the period 1891 to 1912. Stfathcona

did ﬁot; however, play a significant fﬂﬂe in the operatioé or‘ownérship
of these mines. \ )

A second type of mining operatiqn which was carried on in the:
immediate Vicinity of Strathcona and which had a signif[cance with
resﬁect to the ecdnomic development éf this community was gold dredg}ng. .
The dredges used in these operations hﬁd Eéen constructed in man? cases
\in John Walter's boat yard. One Stratpcbna based company which Was_

< . ! -
engaged in this activity was the Star Mining Company. This company .

187

' was incorporated unQer Letters ‘Patent dated August 9th, 1897. Its

1 L .
provisional directors were mes Tait MclLaren, Robert Ritchie, William
Henry Sheppard, William Jdckson and Alexander Cameron Rutherford, all

of Strathcona.- The compaH} operated a dredge for a period of three

years on the North Saskatchewan in tne vicinity of Strathcona prior

to its dissolution on July 2nd<;ﬂ902. - . ‘ (//”_ﬂdﬁ
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The economic base of Strathcona was {urther diversified by the

0

plants operated by the Jackson Brothers, Strathcona Brewing ar 1alting

Company and J. M. Nettleton.
. 4+ . . .
! The Jackson Brothers prior to their .arrival in Strathcona in 1894

had worked as machinists in ghe Canadian Pacific Railway shops ins

} - o . . T
Toronto. 88 [nitially they established a small machine shop on Whyte
Avenue where repairs to steam engines could be made. They were also
o ™ , -
called upon Lo install and.maintain the steam ehgines operated by the
Edmonton-Milling Company, Brackman-Kerr Milling Co. and John Walter's
.sawmill. The steam engines operated by district farmers frequently

found their way to Lhe'Jackson~BroLhers shop for repairs.
By 1899 they had constructed a foundry which manufactured a variety
of iron cast items including heaters and ''casting for machinery in all

parts of Northern Alberta as well as for mills at Peace River and

steamers on the Mackenzie”.lg9 By 1902 the plant had grown to include:
three lathes . . . a huge iron planer
having.capacity for work 24 x 24 inches
drill press bolt machine, ‘emery wheels and a

full complement of machinist tools also a large
' : g 190
stock of brass goods.

The foundry, which had a capacity of 40,000 pounds of casting per

week, and the machine shop employed eight to ten machinists, moulders

and boiler makers.

- .
o s )

"as machinery for the grinding and gp*fogating of mill rolls was in-

In 1903 macninery for the ﬁanufacture of boits and burrs as well

stalled. The significance of the latter addition was noted in the

.
-,

Strafhcona Plaindealer as follows: e

Thi's is the only machine of its kind in .
Western Canada. Heretofore all the flour and ...
oatmeal mills in the west had to send their L

[N



side ol the line to be ground, and corrogated at a
v . great cost of time-and mone Henceforth this i9]
work.can all come to Strathrtona. . ) . a.

' ’
rolls to Minneapolis or eliggunrzon the American
y.

The Strathcona Brewing and Malting Company Limited owed its begin-
-ﬁ »
ning to Robert Uschner ypé organized the South Edmonton Lager Beer

192

chwing Company dnd buplt a plant in the spring of 1895, This was

not the first brewing establishment in this community. In September ./ -
\ 4 .

of 1894 a brewery operated' by Hald, Gibson énd‘Flyhn opened fQ[pbdsi-
R { ~ .

193 . ‘ | S
ness. 93 This brewery, which was located near the Low Level Bridge,
o | o T
ceased. operations soon after completion of the brewery operated" by " |

5

S

Robert Oschner. The products of the Oschner Brewery iné]qded porter
and ales as well as lager beer. In 1902 Rober(lgéghner made major

renovations to the plani which included the construction.of additional

buildings as well as the ‘introduction of automatic boti]ing"equipment

, . ‘ i ! L.
having a capacity of 50,000 bottles ‘per- day. 94 In addition to the

-

main plant in Strathcona, Robert Oschner also owﬁed;a small brewery
in é&ﬁoﬁth“FOImgjjj owned by Kelly and Omand. The South Edmonton

Brewing Company’also had agents at Fort Saskatchewan, St. Albert and

|
’

.Edmonton who sold lager land porter.
|

L :
In October, 1903, the concern was taken over by-a new company of

| v
/

Strathcona and Edmodton Husinessmen known as the Alberjta Brewing and
- 1 ' -~ i
. i . !

Malting Co. Ltd. Mr. Oschner, who retained an interest in the busi-

x

ness, was appointed manag%r. The Strathcona Plaindealer noted ‘that

it was '‘the purpose of thF hew company to push business and make

195

the plant',

extensive enlargements of

In Dece%ber,'l906, al second change of ownership took place which

resulted sin its head offite being moved to W askiwin.]96 The officers
— . 2 - .
of this new company were J. P. Cross, President, who resided at Wetas-

: - b Ki
t
|

¢ 100

el
-
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. - * ’ ) - .
kKiwin; Alex Daw, General Manager; A. Schmid, Secretary-Treasurer; and

Fred Geisler, Plant Manager. Thesc ng>ownbrs also made an investment

: I
in new plant facitities.
.

J. M. Nettieton cstablished his candy factory in Strathcona in

-
D

OcLobcr, 1903.. Prior to embarking on a carcer inbthc west, he had

spent Lhirtygfivp years in the emplo. v Abbof, Grant é Co., manufactu-

rers of‘biscuits and confcéfibnery at Broéiville, Onfario.'97 The

products of his }actpry.included pcanut toffy, clove apples, all-dav

v ~ .

suckers, bon-ton chews , hoa%hound Stigks‘ vanilla and strawberry

creams,'aséortcd sticks, butter cups, walnut, peanut and almond nut
w \ .

. . ' ! . N : 4 .
bars, mixed candy canes and bulk molasses stick, lemon rock and

ltalian creams. .

, .

The foregoing description of-Strathcona's.industrial aﬁd commer
giél dcvelopme&t has outlined how botﬁ inveétmqnt'capital for planfs
ana“handling facilifies as well as'cmbryonic faptains of indusTry, |
whose own entrégrcheuria! talents allowed them to bu}ld signifiﬁant
economi; organizations, were attracted to the tothitel-'Thé altrac-

! /]

tion of capital to this new townsite and the success achieved by

Strathcona's own entrepreneurs, reflects the economic opportunities

o

and chaﬁges initiated by the construction of the Calgary and Edmonton

Railway.

These same ¢conomic opportunities also attr . t.-4 and p{ovided a
]E@elihood for a number of jndjvidualé_who est. lish . retail busi- ™o -
nesses where @erchandiée importeq from the industrial centres 6f : -

g , . . . .
Easterq Canada and the United States was made available to town resi-
“dents and district farmers. The growth of the Strathcona merchant

community entailed the establishment of a,number of general stores

7
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which sold a tull line of mqrch&ndisv ranging (rnm‘qroccrivﬁ to clothing
A number of stores were akso o;tablishcd which spocfd]ized in hardware,
.harnu%s, mC(icine,.clothjng and furniture. The development ot this
sector of SLrathconaiQ\ifonomy‘did not, however, continue to grow to
\ N . '
the same doqrog in size or complexity as has been notgd with respect
to its industrial development. By 1900 the type and number uf'thc re-
tail businesscs opcrating‘iG Strathcona Had stabilized. Despite this
stability, Strathcona's merchant cofmunity was frcq;ently changing as
individual merchants sold out in order to engage in other types of
economic actfyities in Strathcona or move on Lo other communities. In
selling out, theése individuals would vacate their premises and sell
the remaining portion of Lhe]r iﬁventory to a ﬁew tenant wishing to
continuéthe same type of business under a new name. Merchants who
established themselves in Strathcona for a significant length of time
and who played a role in the social and political life of the commu-
nity included MclLaren & Co.; Arthur Davies, Douglas Brothers, Frank
Céwles and W. E. Ross. The firm 6f McLaren & Co. consisted of Messrs.
"William and James T.. McLaren who resided in Strathcona and their
cousin Don Mclaren, who resided in Ottawa. They first establi;hed
themse}ves as general merchants in Strathcona 'n November, 1894, when
they '"'purchased the gtock and goodwill of Mr. Harry Wilson, of the

' 198

wel P and favourably known Post Office Store The merchan-

dise available at the store operated by this company included -clothing,

home furnishings and groceries. The company was 'in operation until

<1903 when-the death of Don Mclaren nécessitated the dissolution of-the

partnership. The stock of MclLaren & Co. was_vauired'by C. Sugerman

& Co. via J. H. Morris & Co. of Edmonton. The senior member of -the
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firm, Mr. C. Sugerman, had beep J£ business in Berlin and Toronto,
. K . P .

OntaerT\TUT\¢weQ}y-five years before he took advantage of this oppor-

o . ‘ . ) .ﬁ—A e . R . ; 1

tupity to. establish himself lnfoussneSSﬂ|nT§“c west . 99
N L e . . i’

Arthur Davies was.a nativddf Wales, born in Llandewy in September,

2 : . . . : . N
1868. 00 During his. youth Mr. Davies attended the public schools and

the University of Aberystwith, Wales, completing his education in South

Kensington Scivncciénd’Art Schools at London. Upon the completion of
o B e
his education, he entered the wholesale and retail grocery ‘trade in

Wales. In 1895 he eimigrated to Canada and set up a general store in

)

,Strathconé.which-he operated until 1904. " In that year he entered the
reaf_esfétb and financial investment business. A significant differ-
ence between Lhe operations af Arthur Davies and the other merchants

of Strathcona was his involvement in the wholesale trade for points

~ -

e

north of Ednonton.

The Douglas Brdthersﬁ who were natives of Lanark County, Ontario,

established théiﬁ;buéiness in Strathcona in Septerber, 1899: v
ROE " This concern has been identified with Strathcana
from the days when it first began to .be heard of.
. Practically it was in its swaddling clothes when
"~ the bugﬁness of DOuglas Bros..was founded and the i
enterprlse in lts infancy corresponded to the .
’youthfu]ness of the cqmmunlty, inasmuch as the
stock was? small, the store occupying little space
and very few assistants being needed. But from
Septeifiber, 1899, to September, 1911, there have
been more progres<ive steps,- the store has been
enlarged four times.“each department has been
given more space and heavier stock, up-to-date -

¥ -equipment has beeninstalled and more staff com-
priising sixteen people, while three teams are 201
alsegﬁept 10 comm|SS|on ‘ s
? > A

The transition of thIS busnness operatton from a general store to a

i ’
v

department- store reflects the greater rale whlch urban residents wére:

play:ng in the business operatlons of Strathé”hé S merchant community.

+
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The first drug store in Strathcona was cvtablished in February,
1893, when Frank Cawles arrived from Ontario. He remained in business

Lhroughoux\ihe period under study. At thjs store he prepared pres-

criptions as Qu{ﬁ as sold patent medicines, sick room supplies, con-

fectionery, stationer novelties and "the numerous small and fanc
Y-y Y 1l Y

goods which are generadly to be found in a first class family drug

storeh:ZOz

~

<

W. E.. Ross bgg;;\hié business career EAVSLraLhcona in 1894 when
he'built one of the first brick business blocks on Whyte Avenuc. 03
In 1897 he purcﬁééed the hardware'huéiness of John J. Fergusson which
he continuéd,until his retirement from business. AL this store a
vafietf'of hardware items including household items such as>stoves,
as well as blacksmith tools, farm implements such as drills and Sport-
ing equipment were available.
The third component of Strathcona's economic qrowth during the
perfod 1891 to 1912 concerns those ind?viduals and companies whose

function was providing services to the immediate urban community and

urrounding district rather than the utilization, eprft‘and/or

t of commodities."The role of Strathcoﬁa as a service centre

has already been-noted wifh respect to the Jackson Brothers machine

shop and foundry. ln.add}tion to the Jackson Brthcrs, the various

professions and building trades were aIso pro »nted. Dr. Baldwin,

Strathcona's first resident phygician, ar-ived in January, ]893; at
P :

which time he established a temporary offic ind “esidence in the

Hotel Edmonton.. He remained in Strathcona until 1897. The doctor

most identified with this community was Wilbert Mclntyre who settled
i .

in Strathcona in 1902. " He was a native.of Victoria County, Ontario,
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where he had Dheen born in 1867. He graduéLed from the University of
. |
Toronto Medical School in the class of 1898. Before entering medical

school, he had spent a winter teaching in the Indian Mission School

-

- ’ - - - . . ’ - '
at White Fish Lgke seventy-five miles northeast Qb Strathcona; a season on
a ranch near ‘Calgary; and had taught at the Winnipeg Business College.

After graduation he initially started a medical practice in the east
\ . R . i

RN o Lo

“before maving to Strathcona. In 1906 he was elected as a Liberal in

'

the by-eleckion for the Federal constitlUency of Strathcona. He repre-

sented Stfathcona until his sudden death in 1909, ~The medical assist-

Y

ance available also an}uded the services of dentists such as Dr.
Donald Marion who eskablished his practice in the community in f903.
Dr. Marion, who was a graduate of the Chicago.College of Dentistry,
made periodic profesgiénal visits to Leduc thnvhe'First established
his practice in Strathcona.

The most notabte representative of the legal profesgion'was

Alexander Cameron Rutherford. Born to Scottish inmigrant parents. on

- R

their farm near Ottawa, Rutherﬁord,has educated in the public .chools

of Ontario and at Woodstock College and McGill University (B. A.,

B. C. L.). .He was admitted to the Ontario bar in 1885. {in June, 1895,
he came west with his wife and two éhildren and established a Jaw

practice in Strathcona. In July, 1899, he formed a partnership with
* *
, ' ‘ . . ) ‘ g
F. C. '"mieson which was to-later .Jnclude A. Tﬁvﬁ;de armd Charles R.

Grant. a1 1902 he was eJEcted to the Territorial Legislature which

he éerveé as Deputy Spéaker. Elegted first leader of the Alberta
Liberal Association in 1905, Rutherford was cél]ea té'form the first
government when Alberta became a proVi;ce. | ﬂ. )
The\su;veyof and ]andAguidg services of Caétafn'Edw;;d C. Dawson
J
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were also available to the many incoming settiers. Strathcona's
resident vutcrinariaé from March, 1906, to 1911 was J. C. Wainwright.
The firm of Wilsop and Hcfrold, érchitects and structural engineers,
was established in Strathcona in 1907. Among the works carried out
from designs and under the supervision of Wilson and Herrold'che the
fire hall, City Hall, the City Library, the residence of the Hon. A.
C. Ruthe:fo(d,;ahd Strathcona Hospital. Arthur G. Wilson whoiwas a
licentiate of the Royal Institute of British Architects, articled with
J. Murray Robertson, F.R.I.B.A., at Dundee, Scotland, before coming Lo
Canada. D. Easton Herrold éained his profesaionnl.training in Edinburgh,
Scotland, in the bff}Ces of J. Graham fairdey, F.R.1.B.A., before emi=-
gra;ing to Canada.

Buildﬁng trades such as painters, carpenters, electricians and
plumbers were also representea in 5tPathcona. Adéitional services were
brpvidcd by financiagl agents,\realbe§tate agents and auctioneers. *One
firm that provided all three services was J. G. Tipton and Sons. J. G..

: | .

Tipton was an Americam who had been a lawyer ﬁn the States of |l1linois,
lowa and Nebraska before coming fo Strathcon; in 1897. In 1903 he was
admi t ted to the LA Society of the Northwest Territories and permifted
to Cont{nue his legal practice. In addition to his legal business, he°
also seérved in association with his sons as an insurahce and financial
i ageht as well as an auctioneer. ‘The firm of J. G. Tipton & Sons also
had gxtensive real’ éstate interests in Strathcona and district.

The hotels of Strathcona were also an ipportant part'of the ser-
vices available in.this community. These hotels served é variety of
functions such as: perid;ng a temporary residence for newly.arrived

residents of Strathcona while permanent accommodation was located;
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broviding temporary office space tor various professional peoplafwhile
they sought a pprmgn;nt location for their nff}ccs;-providing temporary
accommodation for people who were travelling Lo Edmonton bu; who were
Drcvcﬁ(od LempnraSily from crossing the river. The hotel business

) F?1' , . o )
thrived in the sprina and the fall when break-up and freeze-up prevented -
the ice bridqcvor the ferry frém beiéé usedi The hotels also prbvidéd\
$ccomm0dation for commercial travellery and individuals look{ng over
Lhe land.for possible settlementg The hotéls wi th ;he exéeption‘of the
Lemperance establishments also operated bars. Two notable hotels built
in Strathcona were the.Eanhlon House and the Raymond. The Edmoﬁton
House, which was Lhc‘fi}sg hotgl built on the site, fas constructeJlby
the Calgary and,Edmonton’Raiiway Combany.vmlt was leased to W. J:

Sharptes upon its completion and finally sold to W. H. Sheppard ™ in 1904.

The Ray%ond Hotel was built in 1893 by Erskine N. Raymond, "an English

-gentleman of means who on visiting the district was much impressed

with the character of the country and the prospects of'substantia]

growth”.zol4 This hotel offered: . L
The firsy Dining Saloon in Northern Alberta ‘
® especially suited for dances and concertls. The - s

best brands of Wihes, Liquors and Cigars obtain-
able, to be had at the bar. First class cuisine.
Full size English Billiard Table by S. May ¢ Co.

Free bus\to and from-all trains. First class 205

livery in connection.

The economic growth described above has in&icaged that the railway
served as the catalyst in this process. Between 189! and 1906, however,
the railway did not contribute significantly to the economic base of
Stﬁaghbona through investment in terminal facilities with the exception

of Lhe structure erected in August of 1891. The manner in which the

~Canadian Pacific Railway opefated the Calgary and Edmonton line also
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'

did not result in a Ia:qc number of railway cemployees being resident
in the community.,
In 1906, howcver, Lhe C. P. R. undertook a re-organization of.its

Edmonton to Calqary operation with the resultl that Strathcona was sig-

©

nificantly upgraded in order to serve as its Northern Alberta terminus.
This upgrading involved an aqgreement negotiated in June, 1906, between
the Town of Jtlathcona and the Canadian Pacific Railway. The terms of

this agreement called for the Town to give the C..P. RO up to seventy

06

acres of land exempt from taxation for fifteen years. “"In return

. +
for this consideration the company [agreed] to make Strathcona their

chief divisional point in Northern Alberta and to locate thejr terminals
v

here for their northwestern lineS'vf;—gbskatoon and Wetaskiwin.”207

e immediate economic lmpact of this agreement as estimated b* Superin-
Lcndent Jamicson of the C. P. R. entailed ao apprOpriatfoo of $50,000
for'yard extensions, a twelve Sta]| foond50use and a new. coal shed.

Between 1906 and 1912 Strathcona also benefited from the cohstruction
of additional buildings and a rise in the number of C. P. R. emp]o;ees
stationed at Strathcona because of its new role as a divisional pofnt.

. The foregoingjmaterial has outlined how Strathcona achieved-steady
R
economic growth, after its establishment as a Calgary and Edmonton
Railway townsite in 1891 . Strathcona S economlc growth doring tho
1890 S was 'however, charactwrized by the problem of 3 ]imited_hinter—
land. Limiting féctors incliuded geographical features and other urban

centres Wthh could compete effectlvely for control of the region.

Geography played @ role through the Beaver\Hllls whlcp/cfégied problems

which presented problems of establishing traosportation linkages to a

‘¢
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. o o
potential hintertand to the north and west.
The need for more adequate transportation facilities was recognized
as carly as 1894 by Thomas Anderson, Crown Timber Agent, who indicated

in his Annual Report of that year that there was a need for a direct

-~

road from the station at Strathcona to the region east of Strathcona.

»

This deficipncx affected the ability of Strathcona merchants to expand
and the attractiveness of Strathtona as a place for invgétment"by
wholesale firmé. In édditfon to the constraints imposed by.geogrSphy,
Strathcona was a{%é competing Ior.infiuonce within the region with '
Edmonton and wetaskiwin. Wetaskiwin played the role of fragmenting a
poténtial hinterland to the south. Edmonton as. shall be noted in

Chapter Five, was actively engaged in a program to ensure its metro-~

. °

politan deéstiny.

Strathcona's economic:.problem of limited access -to a hinteriand

was not helped by the fact that.the Calgary and Edmonton Railway failed
to make a sustained effort to sérve as the patron of Strathcona in the
1890's. The Canadian Pacific Railway was .reluctant to assume that

position until 1906 when a terminal agreement as noted earlier was

.

négotiated.' Prior to 1903 when the Canadian Pacific Railway took

’

control of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway, it followed a policy of
deliberate neglect. The reasons for such an attitude were noted ih

Thomas Shaughnessy's reply to a request for fences along the Calgary
. ° <

and Edmonton Railway dated May 4th, 1892:

B

Some time ago you wrote me on the subject of
fencing on ‘the Calgary & Edmonton Road, enclosing .
this letter from Mr. Gilmer. You understand that "
we are operating this ratlway.and the Regina &
Long Lake under short lecases, and we should not
expend one unnecessary penny in permaftent improve-
ments while there is a possibility of the roads

=
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passing out of our hands at the end of three or R
four years. It will be cheaper to take our chances v
on paying for an occasional cow killed, than expend . .

considerable sums in fencing lines over which our 208

control ‘may be so shortlived.

' i
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fChapLer Five

!

Metropolitan Dreams and Realities
i . s

J

Chapters One to Four %avc considered various aspects of Strathcona's

. / o
internal developpent. References have been made in these chapters,
however, to the types of extcrnal relationships which were'established

and more importantly were anticipated as this community developed in the
. ) o
future. It is important, therefore, to consider what was achieved in
A o .
terms of metropolitan development and what was anticipated but which
) o - . Y
failed to materialize. Y
. . ~
The metropolitan vision which served as the ideal towards which

ths communlty strived was an outgrowth of the c1rcum§tances under

which the town had been created. As noted in the |ntroduct10n Strath-
cona had’beén established for the purpose of creating a new Site for.
Edmonton. This objective Qas specifically stated in an article entitled
nEdmoﬁton's Progress' which appearéd in a Winnipeg newspaper approxi-.
mately one monthrafterithe completion in July, 1891, of the Calgary and
Edmonton Railway. This view of the destiny of the Calgagy and Edmonton
Railway's-northern terminus wés provided to the newspaper by ""a prominent

businessman of Winnipeg, who [had] just returned from a trip to

Edmonton ,,“.209

The new town of Edmonton has been established by
the Calgary & Edmonton Railway Company at its ter-
minus on the south side of the Saskatchewan opposite
the fort . . .. The banks of the Saskatchewan at
that point are about two hundred and fifty feet high,’

. and the river is about twice the width of the Red so
v that it has been found necessary to:Jocate the new
town permanently on the south side. The present
location, however, gives the old settlement easy -

P access to the terminus, and as soon as a traffic .
bridge, which is to be built, is ready the new
place will, it is amticipated, make rapid progress § 210

and absorb the busnness of the district .

114
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The prominent Winnipeg busipeiﬁpan who provided this information

was probably Augustus Meredith Nantok or Ehaflqé S. Lott, both of the
f3lgary an%ﬁEdmonton Railway Company.\ In addition to placing letters

in the newspaper, the Calgary and -Edmonton Railway through its agént
. !
- Osler, Hamuond and Nanton, corresponded with the Dominion Government

.

with respect to the future of this new community. In a letter dated

September 18th, 1891, A. M. Nanton wrote to the Hon. John Carling,

-

Minister of Agriculture, on behalf of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway
. Company Jand department. In this letter he proposed that:

the new Emigration building, and the other

Public Buildings which it is proposed .to erect

" at [the] Edmonton Settlement should be erected -
on the Railway town plot . . .. Since the open-
ing of the town plot, about a month ago, a con-
siderable number of buildings have been erected
upon sites which have been sold by the Trustees,’

~and-businessmen from different parts of the "

Edmonton pettlement ing]ud”ng the portion of the
settlement North of the River have located on
the new Railway town plot, and a town |is being
rapidly built up-at the place with eV&%& prospect
of drawing to itself the\business of. the Settle- 211
ment. :

Winnipeg's great expectations for and confidence in.the future
growth.of its candidate for the position of dominantvurban centré in
the region was é]so shared by a 6umber of citizens wiéhin the Cgmmunity.
.The loc&l press and the Strathcéna Board éf Trade have already been

identified as Strathcona's foremost boosters. Between 1894 and 1912

at least four newspapers were pubrished_in Strathcona. These included

5 the Strathcona Chronicle and the Strathcona Plaindealer. The iatter

newspaperApublished over the longest period of time and thus:'was closely

El

identified with Strathcona as a separate community. .

-~

The name Strathcona Plaindealer was adopted in 1900 prior to which

3



it had been published under the nameé South Edmonton News for the

period 1894 to 1896 and the Alberta Plaindealer for the period 1896 to

1900.
,.Thc position of editor was held by R. P. Pettiepiece between I83§A\\//ﬁ
and 1896 and by J. Hamitton McDonald between i896 and 1912. The primary
e function of the newsﬁaper as stated in the first edition was to promote
the interests of the fown:

We are desirous of letting outside people know

of our excellent farm lands, of what kind of in,
vegetables, etc., can be produced, and of the i ay
N advantages the farmers in this district have over
those in other parts . . .. We are here' in the
interests of this town and the people of the 212
“district !

By- the end of the first year of publication, ‘the Strathcona Plaindealer

was a staunch guardian of and spokesman for Strathcona's civic pride.

Having assumed this responsibi{i&zljgz%scriptions were solicited from

the citizens on the grounds that it would be contributing to the welfare
and promotion of their town.

When we cast our lot with this town some thir-
teen months ago, a good deal of confidence in. the
_place was requn?éa as here seemingly was no room
“for a newspaper. But as before stated in' these
columns a newspaper does a great deal to promote
a town's interests . . .. And by keeping your
. local newspaper up to the standard you creéate a
feeling to the outside public that you.are a pro— 213
gressive and busy people.

Throughoyt the hlstory of this newspaper| it consistently promoted -

the idea of Sdrathcona as a separate metropolitan community whose best

interests woufd be served by remainiLg independent of Edmonton. The
function of Styathcona within the region as viewed by the Strathcona
Plaindealer was that of an entrepot for Northern Alberta which control-

led the ‘trade into and out of this region. In order to ensure that
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'sucﬂ developﬁent would come about, the Strathcona Plainéea]er continually
reminded the citizens of, their great: respohsibility and urged’ them to
tqke the necessary steps to meet the chafienge. The newspaper's frequent
calls for the creagibn of a chartered Bogrd of Trade and incorporation
which reflected this interest havé a}ready been noted in previoﬁs chap-

ters. An integral part of the metropalitan theme as presented by the

Strathcona Plaindealer was the idea that Sf}ath;ona had" possibilities
for future growth based on its many ''matural advantages' which would
serve as a magnet for investment capital. In discussing metropolitan

. ° 1)
growth, the Strathcona Plaindealer frequently confused its future ex-

pectations of metropolitan status for Strathcona with the idea that
Strathcona had already made great progress'towards that goal.

The second group of poostgrs was the Board.of Trsde. As noted
earlier, the members of the local press played an acfive part in this
organization. THe metropolitan vision which it proﬁoted contaihed

many of the same ideas .noted a€9ve. I'ts commitment to this idea did

not, however, lead it to jgnore the realities of Ytrathcona's develop-

" ment as_was the case with the Strathcona Plaindealer. The promot iona‘ ?
activities of this organization included the preéparation.of a number

of pamphiets. In 1903 the first booklet was published entitled

Strathcona: The _-Railway Town and Manufacturing Centre of Northern
Alberta. The introduction to the pamphlet pointed out that:

We have here on the south bank of the great
. Saskatchewan River in Northern Alberta as yet
* only the foundations of [a] monumental city,
but the,foundations are broad and deep and a
great strucéure will be built upon them. The
materials.ére at hand and the builders are at 214
work. ' <

These fdhndations included the fact that it was the northern
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terminus of the Edmonton, Yukon and Pacific and was "a strategical
point on the projected transcontinental line of the Grand Trunk Pacific
, ) ., 215 .
and on the C. P. R.'s proposed north-western line''. With these

s

foundations Strathcona was able to function as the shipping point for
. . )

“"all the grain, cattle, hogs, coal and manufactured products of the

) ) : . . 216 .
far~famed Edmonton and Strathcona districts''. These foundations
also resulted in the fact that '"here are located most of the mills,

. . . . . . L0217
packing houses and other industrial enterprises of this great region''.

This introduction in which its glowing presenl and future were out-
lined was followed by an historical éketch of how it had arrived at this

position. This sketch stressed its rapid growth from a mere collection

A4
of three or” four log cabins to thgygpéﬁ significant industrial town in

-

the North West Territories. #
This h;ZESFTUQI sketch was foltowed by an outline of Strathcona's
/
many ''natural -advantages'. These included a site that was high and

level with ample supplies of water which were 'pure, sparkling, health-
ful and fnvit{ng to the taste”.2]8 In addition to an abundance of
water, Strathcqné had an abundance of cheap fuel in the form of iignite
cQaI; In the list of natural advantages it was also pointed out that
”every&hing points to this town becoming a chief divisional po]nt of

219

more than-one of the projected railways of the future'. Other ad-

vantoo o ~tuded the‘ﬁild climate, the agricultural pogential of the
reg wqd th gbundange intimber and coal resources.

iue wescription . of Strathcona's natural advantages was éollowed
by an outline‘of its public utilities and institutions, manufacturers

and various business openings. These openings included a pulp and

paper mill, soép'fac;ory, sugar beet factory, wholesale grocery and

|
i&;:i_u;' S "
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provision house, cold storage warchouse, sash end doot factery and a
biscuit factory. . . : T
The pamphletfioneludcd by conéidering Strathcona's fnture. This
discussion serves to demonstrate the extent to which S%ratncone's faitn
in Lits own future was an essential part of tts character during this
perijod. - ' N
An eastern town of 2500 inhabitants has nothing

to hope for but existence in the same old rut. The

charm of life-in a western town having a strategikcal

position in the commerce of a grand blooming dist-

rict is the assurance-of future greatness. It is

the morning of life, and we see. Just ahead the glory

of the sun in his mlght ’ 220

During its twenty-gne Years as a separate community, Stratncona

was both a fajlure and a success in terms of the achievement of.theee'
mefrqpolitan ambitions. Its most significant ‘success was in its role
as the home of the Provinc;a] University. The Provincial Government' s
|ntentlon to create a unlver5|ty was announced durlng the flrst sesslon
of the first legislature of the Province of Alberta held in the Spring
of 1906. The creation of a un;versnty for the Province of A]berta was
largely the work of Alberta's first Premier, A. C. Rutherford, who
also served as the Minister of Education and the M. L. A, from the
constitnency of Strathcona. The announcement by A. C. Rutherford in
the Spring of 1906 that it was the intention of his government to .
Create a universit) : not unclude a statement concerning the location
of such an institution. Many communities, lncludlng ctrathcona, con-.
sidered themselves worthy of such-an honour and duly made representa-
t:one to the. Premier in this regard. In a letter dated January 3ist,

1507, Mayor Mills of Strathcona pointed out to the Premier that "3

short time ago the Council appointed a committee to wait on YOur
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. . . . . . 22 ‘
Government in connection with the proposed University site'.” I He
also pointed out that:
24
to avoid the noise of deputations which will
cause some trouble through others waiting on you
for the same purpose. | have therefore suggested
\ to the committee that it will be best to await on
you privately on this side of the river at such
time you may find it convenient to meet the com- 229
mittee.
Some time prior to receiving the letter, however, Premier Rutherford

C

had opened negotiations for the purchase of River lot five of the
) )

Edmonton Settlement for use as a university site thus ensuring that

- >

223

Strathcona's mctropo]itan interests would be served.

Even the Edmonton Bulletln was prepared to acknowledge that ¢,

minor victory of Strathcona was in the best »nterests of the Province:

. So far as Edmonton is concerned she is quite
content to see-her sister city secure the univer=-
sity, as in its location across the river it is ) ™
not .any farther removed from the capital than if ‘
in some outside’ location in this city. Strathcona
is as near the geographical centre of the province
as it is possible to locate this important insti- ‘
tution, and besides it is ip the centre of a o
dlstrlct that wnll be densely populated in a few
years, and which now contains a very large agri-
cultural population, as shown by recent census.
And the kind of agricultural population around
Strathcona is the-kind from which in other parts
of Canada a large proportion of 'successful students 224
have been drawn.

In addition to being Alberta's University City, Strathcona also

played a significant political role in the Territorial, Federal and

LS

/ ) ) . ‘ -
?roVinciaI'constituencies in which it was located. These constituencies

were created in 1902, 1904 and 1905 respect|ve]y Strathcona not only

N B

suppliied the people who represented the constntuency but played an

-important role in the constituency associations which were established.
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The achievements noted above made a contribution to Strathcona's
realization of its mettopolitan ambitions. Success in these endeavours
did not, however, diminish the extent to which Strathcona had built its

N

hopes for metropolitan status on economic control of its adjacent

regions through railway construction. The recognition of Strathcona of

the key role to be played by railways in its future and a description’
of how this dcveIOpmenL,WOUIUntake place is provided in the following
quote from the 1903 Board of Trade premotional pamphlet:

The climate is all right, the soil is rich; there
is immense mineral wealth; but- their value to the
individual is dependent upon transportation facili-

~ties. We grant you that Strathcona or any other
town is very much at the mercy of the railways. We
have the Calgary and Edmonton line and we have the

~Canadian Northern. The C. P. R. has recently ac-
quired the C & E line and has decided to span the
Saskatchewan River here-with a high level from high
bank in Strathconma to high-bank. in Edmonton. They
propose construction in the near future of a lige
from point in Assiniboia on their main.line in
north-westerly direction to Strathcona which_is
bound to be the: chief divisional point. . The Grand
Trunk Pacific surveys are but begun hence we can-
not determine positively where their line will
cross the Saskatchewan on route to Peace River or
to the-Yellow Head Pass. All-projections and the.
preliminary surveys now - in progress show: the cross®
to be.at Strathcona; which appears possesses the ‘225
mos t fea5|ble and practical site. .. 1 .

The key element }n'Strathcbans-desiunffbn'fgture metropol itan
growth was its argument Lhat it had tHe best site for the crossing of .

the North Saskatchewan River- Strathcona had'been promoting this idea

since the Fall of 1904 when a delegation made up of representativeSr

2

from the Town Council and the Board of Trade was sent east to meet

-

with the various railnay interests.
The proposal that.a High Level Br{dge be built at Strathcona for

use by one or more of the projeCted transcontinentél railways was

€
N
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designed to solve Strathcona's principal problem of a limited hinter-

land. Solving this problem depended upon playing a role in one or
X .
ranscontinental railways and the Canadian Pacific Railway's

both of the [

projected time from Assiniboia.

The events which were to resolve this issue were initiated in 1901

when Mackenzie, Mann & Co., the Hudson's Bay CoMpany: and the City of

)

Edmonton joined together to purchase a tract of land which was to be

developed as a terminal and a shippihg centre.226 No evidence exists

A

“lo suggest that StrathcoBa Was considered as a’'possible location for

the Canadian Northern Railway's terminal: facilities or that the Town
¥

of Strathcona made any effort to obtain them prior to 1904.
1 . N

Four years after negotiating the terminal agreement,'the mainline
of the Canadian Northern was completed into Edmonton. The mainline of
the C.‘N. R. was located to the north of the Beaver Hills and crossed
“the North Saskatchewan River at Fort Saskatchewan. By cafssing at

this location the Canadiar Northern Railway could tak;mdﬂvantage of a

1

bonus offer from Fort Saskatchewan and still have convenient access to

Edmonton. The location of this railway served to further integrate

the area east of’Eannton into its urban .ield. This trend-had been
)\ B
evident since the construction of the South Victoria Trail in the

early 1890's, Following the completion of the mainline to Edmonton,

©

the Canadian Northern undertook the construction of two branchlines

north and west from Edmonton. By Spring, 1907, the lines to Morinville

and Stony Plain had been completed and were in operation.

|
The construction activities of ‘the Canadian Northern Railway be-

4

tween 1905 and 190%had effectively eliminated Strathcona from any role

‘in its mainline operations thus compromising its already questionable.

JCSEPTIVISR,
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\
position as an entrepot for Northern Albe{ta. The, boosters of Strathcona

such as the Editor of the Strathcona Plaingealer‘fai]ed to recognize the

implications of the Canadian Northern Ra{jxay‘s activities north of the
river. Strathcona scemed to be content with the Edﬁonton, Yukon and
Pacific which had been completed betneen Ed%onton and Strathcona by the
C. N. R. in 1902. - \ /

The contributions of the Canadian North%rn to the "economic develop-
ment of Strathcona may have been‘greater hadlMackenzie and Mann's
original plan succeeded of acquiring the:Cal%ary and-Edmonton Rai lway
and connect|ng it wnth their proposed short E%monton ml]eage and ulti-~
mately WIth the Manitoba system 227 By the tﬁ(n of the century, however,
the C. P. R. were prepared to outbid Mackenzie!and nann for control of
the Calgary and Ednonton Railway., ‘ .

- Strathcona’ s.lack of initiative with respect to the Canad|an
Northern can be explained in part by its trust in.the Grand Trunk
. Pacific Rei]way as the instrument of its rise to metropolitan status.
The activities.of_various Gt T. P. survey perties had proVided.some
justification for the view that the crossing of the North Saskatchewan
River nould be nade at Strathcona. The route of the G. T. P. mainline
through Edmonton as filed by the Company’with the Department of Rail-
ways and Canals in the Fall of 1905; however, indicated that the e

|

crossing.was to be made at Clover Bar. thus elimfnating Strathcona'
The possibility that Strathcona was to be eliminated from the mainline
of the G. T. P. struck at the cornerstone of its plan for metropolitan
development . Strathcona s lmmedlate response was a letter from the

Board of Trade to the Domlnlon Government which discussed the impli-

cations of this decision and requested Federal Government intervention
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on ité béha]f.

This letter began with a description of three proposed locations
of.the mainline of the G. T. P. through Edmonton. The first route
outlined ran "from the south end of Beaver Lake, passing east of , 1

Cooking! Lake proper and through the Narrows to Clover Bar and crossing.

the Saskatchewan at a;point about 10 miles North East of the Town”.228'

Such a route Qwhile a suitable one has no advantage that can be. seen

by the ordinary observer and wduld necessitate the building of a branch-
line into Strath;ona and the installation of a special service to give
ds any railway accomnmdation“.229 The second route noted was a ''line

passing south of Cooking Lake and turning due north west to a point

about 3 miles east of the Town of Strathcona where it crosses the river

230

at a point near the mouth of Rat Creek''. This route was criticized

: 4 ' -
because ''it has no apparent crossing advantages, and appears to make
sudden turns simply to ignore this town. To have the mainline so close

and be served by a branchline would seem ridiculous to ‘anyone interes-

231

ted." The third route noted was ''a line passing south of Cooking

Lake and in a nofth west direction to a point west of the présenf C & E

Railway tracks, crossing said tracks a mile or so south of the town,

232

then due north through the town to the river'. This route was

‘strongly recommended for a number of reasons:

this would give direct ‘connection to the C. P. R.
high level bridge and easy access to the C. N. R. and
C. P. R. depots in Edmgnton. 1f the company contem-
plates building of a bridge of its own, this crossing
appears to be an excellent site. This route would be

“about 37~1/2 miles in length from a common point
south of Beaver Lake as in distinction to the distance
¢of [the first proposed location which was] 40 miles.
This line would cross directly over the site promised ,
by this town as a grant for yard facfilities and if
terminals be located here all the land required for’
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such purposes can be cdnveniently located along 233
this line.~ '
Féllowiné this outline of the various options available to the
G. T. P, the letter noted that ''to have Edmonton as our nearest station

will hamper materially the residential and industrial interests of this

-

town . . . owing to the heavy grades [which will increase] the distance,
difficulty and expense of freight transportation between the business

23 e industrial

centre 6F this town and that of Edmonton
intgﬂésts of.the town-as noted in the letter included a number of ship-
pfﬁg industries which were.listed in detail. The letter also suggested
"the possibility of arrangipgbhith'the C. P..R. Co. for running rights
“over the C. P..R. high level bfidge now aefinitely located at‘this
point, -thus qbv?ating the necessity of a new bridge across tﬁe Saskat-
chewan”.235 . \

.The Strathcona Board of Trade's request for cénsideration was
lsuppo;ted by Peter Talbot, M. P. for'SLrathcona, in a letter to Sir
Qilfrid'Laurigr dated November Zéth, 1905. LlLaurier's reply was that
he had seen ''the @rand Trunk people about the location of the line.
The matter is now under advice. | can make no promises bﬁt | shall

236

give the matter hy best efforts." A letter from A. C. Rutherford

to Sir Wilfrid Laurier on Strathcona's behalf also received an equally
encouraging response:
I feel very strongly as wou do that Strathcona
should not be overlooked. The matter is now en- 237 .
gaging our attention. ) ,
Laurier's concerns for Strathcona's interests were apparently
shared by the Minister 6f the Department of Railways and Canals, the

&

Hon. Henry R. Emmerson,‘and Collingwood Schreiber, General Consulting
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Engjneer for'thg Government. In November, 1905, both officials inspeﬁted
the country between Edmonton and Clover Bar on the south side of the
river. The results of thejr inspéction weré communicated to the G, T. P.
on November 27th, 1905.

The minister and | having taken a bird's eye
view of the country for some distance east of
Strathcona, are under the impression that the
most feasible line to be had, approaching
Edmonton by passing over a high level bridge
crossing the Saskatchewan River at Strathcona,
would be to strike off from the 1ine shown on
your .route map near Vermillion River, thence
passing near ''"Northern', thence south of -
Cooking Lake, striking to the south of Mill
Creek to the south of the proposed high level 2

: 38
bridge.

Collingwood Schreiber in his correspondénce with Frank Morse, Vice-
President and General Manager of the G. T. P.,~als$ indicated that final
approval of the route through Edmontop would: not be fbrthcoming until a
new survey og the southern route through Strathcoha was undertaken;

| desire to say the Minister of Rajlways and
Canals attaches some importance to this survey
being made, as promised by you, to satisfy him
and the citizens of Strathcona either that a
feasible line can or cannot be obtained on that
route, and that until such a survey is made and
the information is placed before the Government
the route cannot be decided upon, as explained
to you the Government are very desirous that the
- road pass through Strathcona to Edmonton, if an
equally favourable location both as regards
distance, gradients, and curvature can be ob-
-tained. 233

The G. T. P. response to this request was to insist that "owing to
the topography of the country, it will not be possible to maintain our
grades and follow the line suggested”zl‘O rather than undertaking a new

survey. The topography referred to was that a: the Beaver Hills. The

Federal Government was thus prepared to support Strathcona's idea that o

/
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a bridge across the North Saskatchewan should be built jointly be the
~ C. P. R. and the G. T. P. The problems associated with such a proposél

were pointed out’ to the Dominion Government in January, 1906, by Charles

f/\Nclville Hays-

it would be to the advantage of both the Grand
Trunk Pacific and Canadian Pacific to have a joint ' ,
bridge across the South [sic] Saskatchewan River
between the two points, and with that idea | had,
early last summer, t3ken the matter up with Presi-

- dent Shaughnessy, who, while showing some interest
in the matter, had never committed himself to a
sufficient extent to warrant our going ahead and
determining on taking that route . . . [thus
having failed] to receive any definite decision
from.the Canadian Pacific on the matter, we went
ahead with our surveys and found that by far the
most practical and desirable entrance, both from
the standpoint of convenience of operation and
cost of construction, could be found via the
Clover Bar crossing, and we, therefore, adopted ;4]

that as our line. -

Hays concluded his letter by accusing, the C. P. R. of influencing:

the Government in requiring us to change our
route, after the indifference shown on thcir part
and failw? to act with us, when we first had the
matter up for discussion, especially when, as °
have been advised, they are now negotiating with
the Canadian Northern for use of their existing 242
bridge between Strathcona and Edmonton.

Confirmation of the fact that discussions had taken place concern-
ing the joint construction of a bridge at Strathcona and a denial of
C. P. R. pressure to force the G..T. P. to change their route at this
time was provided by Collingwood Schreiber in a reply dated January 19th,
1906:
| stated to Mr. Morse that both you and Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy weére agreed that the most
sensible arrangement would be that the bridge
over the Saskatchewan River between Strathcona
-and Edmonton should be owned jointly by the

Grand Trunk Pacific Rai]wéy Company and the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, each to own

- —e

~



> a half interest; and ecach to pay ond~ha|#'of the
cost of the construction of the bridge, and |I.
now repeat that both you and Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
expressed those views to me upon the occasion of my
visiting you both at your respective offices in
Montreal some weeks ago, since which the subject
has Rot been broached to me by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy,
nor SB\{ar as | am aware, has he addressed the Govern- 243
ment inlthe matter.

i

On April 18th, 1906, the G. T. P. having failed to convince the
o !'

Department that the topography of thg land to the east of Strathcona
was unsuitable for rajlway construction, supplied the Federal Government
with what it described as a survey through StrathuOaa. Collingwood

Schreiber immediately déspatched William McCarthy, Government Inspection

Engineer, to do a field inspection of the work. McCarthy reported that:

After carefully examining the plan and pro-
file . . . I made an effort to look over the
ground covered by them, but to my surprise |
discovered that they merely represented a line
that was apparently projected in the office, but
which had not been run out on the ground, and
later on | further discovered that this line was
projected from very insufficient data, the levels
being so very wrong that the profile was mislead-
ing in ‘the extreme, and instead of assisting me m
was a detriment

McCarthy, after having satisfied himself ”that'very little if any de-
pendence was to -be placed on the Grand Trunk Pacific projected line
o 245

decided to run an entirely independent Iline. . The

results of this survey anq his analysis of the data provided by the
G. T. P. were submittéd to the Government on May I'2th, 1906. .

Soon after McCarthy submit ted his report, Schreiber's attempts to
obtain reliéble survey data from the G. T. P. fina}]y met with success
as a result of information obtained from a resident of Strathcona who
informed-him‘that “a careful survey had»beén made by the company on

246

the south bank of the river".” '™ After Frequen;'requests to the
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G. T. P. to turn over the results of this survey, the survey was ob-
tained. Given this information the Governmeni felt that a decision

concerning the route could be made.
McCarthy's route was rejected on the grounds that:

it is longer than the direct line on the north
side of the river, and is not as favourable as
regards alignment as that shown on the survey
plan and profile of the Company along the south
. X 247
bank of the river.

The final decision became a choice between the north or the §6hth route

as surveyed by G. T. P.
A final deéisioﬁ‘approving the Clover Baf Crossing was made on
July 23rd, 1906, based on the' followinrg reasons: ¥

That, from the facts submi'tted it appears, in
the first place, a line entering at’ Strathcona
would not only entail very considerable cost of
construction in excess of that by the Clover Ba
route, but owing to the difficult configuration
of the country, would render access to the rail-
way vards at Edmonton impracticable, except by a
long detour, passing the City and then returning,
a system which would be absolutely destructive to
the economical, convenient and expeditious hand-
ling of the traffic; and, Eonsequently, inasmuch
as this is a vital poin@ in the successful opera-
tion of a railway, this feature must, in itself,
be regarded as sufficient to take -the Strathcena 248
route out of consideration, as a feasible scheme.

The failure to achieve any agreement concerning the joint construc-
tion of a bridge and the preference given to the metropolitan interests
of Edmonton ensured that Strathcona's ‘future expectation had proven to

~

be unjustified.

With respect to this controversy it is important to note that no -

)
~

evidence was found to suggest that the Feder31 Government made an
attempt to force the C. P. R. to co-operate with'the G. T. P. with

-respect to the construction of a joint High Level Bridge. Strathcona's
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bridge plam was thus partially wrecked by the failure of the C..P. R.

to co-vperate and its interest in protecting its own position which

|
f Yy

did not benefit Strathéona.
‘Concurrent with the efforts of the Department of Railways and Canals

to obtain reliable Survey»informalion, ihc Strathcona Town Council had

made a+last minute effort.to influence the course of ecvents. Jln March

a delegation consisting of representatives ftrom the Council and the

Board of Trade travelled to Ottawa in qrder to meet with the Department

of Railways and Canals. The StratHcona Town Council ®lso passed a

resolution authorizing the expe?diture of sufficient mone; to make a

G. T. P. survey in{o the Town. The Council also made an offer of land

for terminal -facilities to the G. T. P. fhe.actkvities ofbthe Council

in the Spriing of 1906 proved, however, to be a case of too iittle too

late. The issue had already been settled by the failure of the railway

companies to co-operé&e. The activities of the Town Council were thus

’

largely irrelevant to the interplay of the railway interests.

4
Strathcona's bitter resentment of the impending outcome of the

dispute was expressed to the Laurier Government in May, 1906. In the

a

letter, Georée F. Downes, Secretary-Treasurer of the Town of Strathcona,

reviewed the promise of the Federal Gbyernment "that this railway should

enter via Strathcona, provided a suitable grade could be found

2

land] that the matter of increased cost or slightly fncreased mileage

249 He then

was not material provided the grade was satisfactor /',
) ' N N V :

pointed out that such a grade had been provided by the McCarthy .survey,

and that the errors found by McCarthy in the G. T. P. survey supplied

to the Government on April 18th demonstrated the total lack of effort

on the part of the G. T. P. to consider Strathcona. "Given this apparent
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hetrayal on the pari of the Federal Governmer. wnes proceeded to
question the integrity of the government:

In the face of the Minister's statements above
referred to and these facts are we to take that the
wo 1  a Minister of the Crown is of no moment;
tha ie word of a man holding ~uch an office is to
be lightly used throughout the L. inion of Canada
as a mere decico for catching votcs? If so, then
we respectfully submit that yc overnment must be
sadly lacking in honest support .nen such means are 250
used. to delude an electorate. o

The letter concluded by drawing attention to Strathcona's long history
of support for the Liberal Party and requested intervention on the
basis of this record: ‘

In conclusion we would respectfully call your
attention to the fact that this town has always, /
in the face of many rebuffs, been a loyal sup-
porter of your government and not that it is in /
your power to do that which will benefit us with-
out injuring any rival constituency, we ask you
to consider these . various points and grant the
request of your humblevpetitioners, that the ;
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway's main line may pass
through the municipality of the Town of Strath-

> . . 251

cona in its approach to the City of .Edmonton. .

Strathcona's third opportunity to expand its role in the railway
transportation network of the Canadian West was provided by the.

Canadian Pacific Railwa,; which had planned the construction of a railway

[
- ’
/

from Aséin?boia. The projected western terminus of fH?s line was to be
Strathcona. The Canadian Pacific's promise to ''make St}athcona” had
“been delivered‘in person by Vjce-P;éSident Whyte during a visit to the
community in 1907. The bonus which Strathcgné provided the C. P. R.

in 1906 had been made in order to ensure that these benefité would be
received. Despite the C. P. R.'s good intentions, construction of the

]ine,t% Strathcona was never completed. The terminal facilities which

were constructed did not improve Strathcona's ability to.f%nction as a



‘metropolitan centre. It is also important to note that prior to the
cestablishment of the Strathcona Lerminals, the C. P. R. had endeavoured
to make a deal with the City of Edmonton. The Strathcong ferminal
facilities therefore reflect Edmonton's position as a metropolifah
centre.

The railWay construction undertaken in the tdmonton area thus left
the railway's situation for Strathcona virtually unchanged from 1891.

The only improvements were the two Canadian Northern branchlines noted
in Chapter One.

The foregoing description of the ra}lway history of the Edmonton
area between 1901 and 1906 has demonstrated how it worked to the ad-
vantage of Edmonton and to the disadvantage of Strathcona in the deve]op—
ment of these two communities as metropolitan centres. The success
achieved by Edmonton in regard to-these railways reflects in part a far
more aggressive approach by Edmontonians to the question of their
metropolitan growth.

A con;cious effort by Edmontoﬁians to protect and expand their
economic devélopment dates back to 1889 at which'time the Edmonton
Board of Trade was.establishéd, a full thirteen years before a simila%
institution was established in Strathcona. The creétion of this insti-
tution by Edmonton busunessmen fepresented the burth of a commercial
elltefahose |nterests were clearly identified with the growth and
development of the north side townsite.

“ Throughout the I880'§§E§monton businessmen had looked ﬁbrwardAto
the day ‘when a rallway link wéﬂkd be establidhed. It had fhus been
antlcupated*that the construgt:on of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway

would terminate in Edmonton. As noted in the introductfon, the railway
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promoters opted for the establishment of a new town on the south side

of the river which developed into the City of Strathcona. Strathcona

“was thus a direct challenge to the interests of Edmonton and its commer-

cial elite. Frank Olijver's editorial comment of July 18th, 1891, that

u

“Mthe 6nly Jjealousy that need be shown on t'" part of the citizens of
Edmpnton towards the new town is the jcé!ousy to excel in everything
that makes a town attractive as a place of businesé, a place of resi-
dence or a place of investment"252 denonstréted that Edmonton had
accepted the challenge and would respond acco}dingly,

Thc.first indication by the ckt%zens of- Edmonton of their deter-
mination to remain on the north side of the river came a matter of days
after the announcement concerning Lhé‘locapion of the terminus when a

meeting to discuss incorporation was called. ‘The discussions at the

meeting clearly indicated that the south side was to be deliberately

»

excluded from the new community. By 1892, Edmontdn_ha@ thus created
the two inmstitutions which were to be of prime significance in its

rise\as a metropolitan centre. This development “took pldce a full

seven years before Strathcona reluctant!y{sought incorporation as a
- town to make a few improvements to the townsite. Thé location of. the

_terminus on the south side of the river Had ElgérlwﬁdemonStratedaio

T

Edmontonians that any reliance on '"natural advantages'' without aggres-

sive actionm would not automatically lead to economic growth.

The most celebrated incident in Edmonton's fight to survive was

~

*

the so-called '"land office steal' of June, 18921» The issue involved
in "5 incident concerned-the location of the FedorQP:Government.land
and timber permit offijce. _Prior to June, 1892, all settlers seeking

tand had to deal with the lanu titles office which was located-on the

.
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neote o side of the river. The number of settlgrs arriving on the south
side ol the river via the Calgary and tEdmonton. Railway had resulted in
a number of requests that provision be made for the establishment of a
land office on the south side of the river. This request was supported
by a number of new arrivals in Strathcona as well as the Calgary and
Edmonton Towns.ite Company. 7

The government responded Qy requesting that Thomas Anderson, the
Dominion Land Agent and Cro@n Timber Agent, move a portion of the re-
cordsito the souih.side. On the day appointed for the transfer, the
citizens of Edmonton physically prevented it from taking place until
such time as a hromise was obtained from the Federal Government indi-

cating that this did not mean a permanent change. The north side view

of the incident as outlined in the Edmonton Bulletin was that '"Dirty

Dewdney" and the promoters‘of the townsite had collaborated to steal
‘the land office. The issue washpermanently resolved with regards te
the Iocation‘of the land office when a new Federal building was con-
structed in 1893 in tdmonton. to house the land office.
tn addition to protecting the politica] aspects of its metropolitan

growth, Edmontonians also organized themselves in such a way as to
benefit from the construction of the-Calgary ana‘Edmonton Railway.
This included the establishment of cartage comﬁaﬁies and the extension
of tﬁe telephone system to the Calgary and Edmonton Railway statioé)
— The most significant area in which Edmonton demonstrated its

superiority with respect to promoting its own growth is evident1ih fts

dealings with the railways. As noted earlier, Edmonton negotiated an

agreement with the Canadian Northern in 1901, four years before the

tracks arrived, for terminal facilitijes. Edmonton pursued the same
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policy with the Gtand Trunk Pacific. In February, 1905, By-law No. 7

ol the City of Edmonton was passed by the burgesses of the City. This

by“law provided for a bonus of $100,000 as well as éxemption of railway

land. \Ednbnton's ability to protect its position as the entrepot of

)

Northern Alberta through the agreements noted above is clearly evident

in the growth of warehouse facilities in Edmonton. These kinds of

facilities were non-existent in Strathcona.

Jh}s chapter has considered the Strathcona boosters' desire for
metropolitan status for this community and thebHigh Level Bridge plan
which was to bring it to fruition. Both lack of co-operation from the
railwayg and geography. intervened to destroy agy rea{ basis for these
metropolitan ambitions. With the G. T. P. crossing at Clover Bar, the
idea of Strathcona as a future metropolitan centre lost all credibility..

In this chapter two approaches to the same problem or situatién
have been presented.’ Strathcona's approaéh based on a relatively pas-
Sive reliancé on its "natural adVantéges” and reliance on government

intervention can be contrasted with Edmonton's more aggressive approach
of bonus offers made directly to the railways. This Chapter has demon-

Strated that metroplitan certres were not built on faith, hope and

charity from the C. P. R.
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Chapter Six
Amalgamation

Chapter Five was conﬁerned with the idea of Strathcoﬁa as a metro-
politan centre. In tbi@ chapter is was noted that the anticipated
. trend of Strathcéna‘s.futqre growth, given this idea, was that of a
seff~reliqnt south side community which shared énly thébbanks of khe
North Saskatchewan wfth Edmonton. It was to be a commuqity with its
own économic interests, commercial elite and future. Between 1891 and
19]2,‘howcver, a number 6f developments can be cited which suggest that
integration with Edmonton s a more accurate deécription of the basic
trend evident in étra&hcona's histo;y.

The integration of the two communities took place through the \j?
construétion of bridges, railways and.a tg}ephéne systemwwhich overcame
the geographic division between.the‘two communities Ereated by ‘the
North Saskgichewén River. Significant ecbnomic ties also developed
between Edmonton and Strathcona which served to complement khis inte-

\ : _ .
lgration process.

fhe instafiat[on of an’amélgamated telephone system was begun in
‘October, 1900, when an agreement with the Edﬁohton District Telephone

Compan? was. ratified by the'ratepayers.of Strathcona by virtue of the

passage of By-law 29. . By virtue of fhis agreement; the Strathcgna>and

. Edmonton telephone system was organized under one Edmonton baséd company.
The installation of the teléphone system was followed two years

later by the construction of the fitspAbridge across the North Saskat-

- chewan at Edmonton. The construction of the bfidge permitted the

inauguration of railway service between the two communi ties which was

138
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¢ ' . . - . .
provided by the Edmonton, Yukon:and Pacific Ranlwayt The Low Level
Bridge had been buijlt by the Dominion Government after ten years of
pressure from the City of Ldmonton.

;
/

The Low Level Bridge also allowed for the establishment of a street

rallway system between Edmonton and Strathcona. Initially the Strath-
aona street railway system was to be built by the Strathcona Radial
Tramway hompany Limited which maslincorporated in October, 19019.253
The shareholders of the Company as stated in the Act o{ﬁlncorporation,
were A. E. Jack%on,.R. Lee, W. |. Crafts, A. M, McDonald, John Cameron
and R. J. Armstrong all af'the town of Edmonton; John Moran of Fart
N

Saskatchewan and R. Ritchie, John Walter and F. C. Jamieson of the
town of Strathcona. The original intention of the Company was to build
a sin;le or double track tramway from Strathcona to variéus district
points including Fort Saskatchewan and Morinville, B; 1907 however
the lnterests of the compan? hadAshlfted to the operation of 3 street
railway system in. Strathcona. In September 1907, the Strathcona
Radial Tramway Company made a specific offer to the Strathcona C§ch1]
in this regard. 254 The question of a street railway franchise was then
referred to the burg§55ea of the City of Strathcona by the City Council.

y-law 225 to authorize the granting of a street railway franchlse to
the Strathcona Radial Tramway Company was to be voted on October 30th,
1907. . | | - PS

The fact that the Clty of Strathcona was actively consnderlng the

granting of a street railway franchise was of some concern to Edmonton
at that time. Edmonton was considering the sale of its Street railway

system to'British interests and was therefore concerned that this .

decision by the. Strathcona Cauncil would _jeopardize. its- success.
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.

[dMon}on felt that it would beruneconomica] for separate companies to
vperate on each side ut:the.river. .In an effort to prevent the passage
of By-law 225, Mayor.Gfiespach of Edmonton called a public meeting in
Strathcona in order to pre;cnt.a counter proposal. Despite these
efFOfts by Edmonton, the ¢itizens ;f Strathcona voted strongly. in

favour of the by~law.

In July, 1908, however, the City of Edmonton was successful in
achiéving'its goal of having‘one company operate the strect railway
systems in bothvcitié5\ At its August hté, 1908, meeting, the Edmonton
Cily‘Council gave first, second and third reading to By-léQ 184 which
authorized the execution of'an.agreement between the Strathcona Radial

Tranway Company Limited, the .Lity of Edmonton, John Walter and other
directors.ZS5 At the same meeting By-Taw 185 was passed in order to .
provide for the necessary funds to comp}ete the arrangement. Mayor
McDougéll of Edmonéon publicly announced at the same time the agreement
. Was negotiated that the inte?urban line between Edmonton and Strathcona
would be in operation by November of l909.?56 .

The most significant development in facilitating movement between
the two communities was the construction of the High Level Bridge.
The bridge, which was viewed as the vital link in Strathcona's separate
development as a metropolitan centre, emerged as one of the most sig-
nificant factors in the integration of the two communities. The con-
Strﬁction of this bridge had been under consideration since 1903 when
Canadian Pacific éai]way engineers made preliminary surveys in order
to provide for the C. P. R.'s long awaited entry into Edmonton. One

issue associated with the construction of this bridge was the question

of the addition of a street railway and a traffic deck for automobiles.
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Strathcona was very concerned that such an addition be incorporated
into the design of the bridge. In 1909 ‘the citizens petitioned the
council to provide a grant of $37,000 to the C. P. R. towards the

257 This sum was raised to $50,000 in 1910.

construction of this bridge.
The City of Strathcona also facilitated the construction of the bridge
as noted in Chapter One by permitting the C. P. R. to build the southern
approach through an existing built-up residential area.

The establishment of these transportation‘facilities played a sig-
nificant role in changing Strathcona's attitude towards amalgamation.
Prior to their creation, Strathcona felt that its interests would not
be adequately dealt with by a north side government. These points are
evidgnt in Mayor Duggan's reply to a letter from the Mayor of Edmonton”
concerning the question of amalgamation:

With our present inadequate facilities in the
way of bridges, of direct communication between
the north and south of the river union would mean
but little more than a name and we would hesitate
to submitea by-law to the burgesses for ratifica-
tion because we do not believe it would carry.

Upon the completion and operation of the tram
line and the building of the high level brldge
and a traffic bridge located near the centre of
the two cities, the matter can be taken up wnth 258
a fair chance of success.

A second aspect of the process of integration as noted earlier
concerns the types of economic relationships which developed between
Edmonton and Strathcona. As discussed in Chapter Five, Strathcona's
economic goals were identical with those of Edmonton, thus giving it

two options for their %chievement. "1t couldd continue as an independent

community- or become a part of Edmonton. The choice between the two

would depend on which [side emerged victorious as the dominant urban.

¢
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centre in the area. 1t has been outlined in Chapter Five how the railway

Edmonton area between 1901 and 1906 combined with the

‘

history in the
aggressive actionAof Edmonton destroyed the possibitity of the first
option being achieved, thus making amalgamation a reasonable alternative.
Amqlgamation thus emerged as a means of achieving its driginal Qoal of
mchopplitan status. |

.Thq econoﬁic intérdependencc of the two communities was further
increased by Edmonton's role as a major market for Strathcona products.
The building bdom associated with Edmonton's rise as a metropolitan
centre created a demand.for construction’materials. This demand Qas
éartially satisfied by the brick yaras and lumber vyards located in
Strathcona. ’ .

'A number of exémpfes can also be found of inter-relationships
between the commercial elite on both sides of the river. W. H. Sheppard,
who lived in Strathcona and owned the Strathcona Hotel, was also part
owner and manager of the Edmonton BFewing‘and Malting Company. John
Walter owned mills located in Ros§dale'as well as Walterdale. The

.
industrial growth of Cloverdale was largely the result of Edmonton .
basedentrepreneurs. The business communities on bo;h sides of .the
river also.co—éperated iq the construction of a street railway system
in Strc  -ona. These types of inter-relationships tended to blur the
distfnction between the respective business communities on the north
and south sides of the river. .These types of associations suggest

-

that-the businessmen on both sides of the river were to a ecertain ex-
'

tent par- - one entity.
The phy.ical and economic integration of Edmonton and Strathcona

as described above served as the background for the amalgamation of
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these two communities which, as noted earlier, was discussed officially

as early as 1908. Strathcona's rcply at that time clearly indicated

that amalgamation was regarded as a reasonable alternative. to its pre~
N

sent status as an independent community.

S

This officialienquiry from Edmonton to Strathcona regarding-amal-’
gamation was followed by the growth of a popular movement with wide

community support on both sides of the river. 1In 1909 a Municipal

\
\‘ .
lmprovement League was established in Edmonton which had as one_of its

‘ 259

objectives the amalgamation of Edmonton and Strathcona. The efforts

of the League were matched in Strathcona the same year by the circula-

tion of a petition supporting amalgamation.

\

I't was introduced by a delegation composed of
J. M. Douglas, President of the board of trade,
F. H. Sache, Harry Wilson and John Mellon, who
presented a ‘petition signed by about 200 rate-
payers asking .that the council take the matter '
of amalgamation up with the City of Edmonton in
order to ascertain the basis upon whlch union 260
‘could be consummated. g

The Counci! dealt with the issue by arranginQ*a “;onference between
the Council and the promoters of that petition [at which timej it was
aéreed/tht the matter should be allowed to rest for a year“;26]

The faQE that J. M. Douglas was involved in this first presentation
indi;atcs'that even the Strathcona Board of Trade was prepared to aban-
don the goal of establishing Strathcona as an independent metropolitan
centre.

By 1910, however, the popularity of the idea had~increased signi-

<

ficar In that year the Civic Improvement League actively promoted
. : \
the idea as an issue during the Edmonton civic election held in December'\\

of that year. in Strathcona a second petition was circulated requesting:
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Council to secure at the next session of the
Provincial Legislature such legislation as will
permit of this City being amalgamated with the
City of Edmonton by an Order-in-Council at any 262
time when terms' are aqreed upon.

The Strathcona Plaindealer in its coverage of this ”c1eér}y§6cfined

63

» ' L . 2 . .
outbreak of the amalgamation infectjon' noted the increasing popu-

tarity of amalgamation but was convinced tha it represented . minority

opinion: ¢
As a matter of fact the amalgamation bug is

very active. Likewise it cannot be denied that

‘some few of those merchants who last spring

talked very convincingly agalnst the idea of

affiliation with the lusty rival on the north

bank, are now ardently in favour of throwing in =

our lot with that self same rival, for better -~

or for worse. This number is undoubtedly still

in the minority in the city, but it is worthy of

note that the said minority is not so small as 264 : .

it was twelve months ago. . o

The Edmonton Bulletin, however, noted that ''great success has

attended the circulation in Strathcona of the copies of the petition
to be presented to the council of that Cuty, asking that steps be taken

to secure legisiation which will ama]ga@etion of Edmonton and Strathcona

. 265

possible In the same article it was also noted that 'a

similar petition is also in course of circulation in Edmonton among’
. ) . . : : L, 266

people in this city who are property ers across the river''. The
most enthusiastic Edmonton residents were those ''who have holdings in
the west end of Strathcona and propose residing in the vicinity of the _,

. . . . e, 267 '
university upon completion of the high-tevel bridge''. -

One of the principal organizers of the Strathcona petition was

»

W. E. Rankin who commented to the Edmonton Bulletin that ”mdre_than

three hundred names have been secured, all owners of property in the

City of Strathcona“.268 The petition when presented to City Council



!

on November I5th, 1910, contained a total of three hundred names repre-
4 . //
A . . L o . o .
senting Strathcona's major land owners. This petition clearly indicated
. /
. . P .
the support among property owners for the idea of amalgamation. The

willingness of the property owners Ao support amalgamation in 1910 can

be contrasted with a general lack of interest in Strathcona's overall

poritical development which is indicated by Chapter Four. It can also
o n ) ' .

be noled that Strathcona undertook amalgamation with much more enthu-

siasm and interest than they undertook incorporation in 1899. it is

also significant to note that amalgamat ion unlike .incorporation and

Strathcona's rise to city status were not preceded by Strathcona

Plaindealer editorial comment strongly in favour ot - ch action. A

'

clear separation between ithe interests of the people and the boosterism

of‘the local press had been reached. —

Upon rececipt of the petition by the City of SFrath;ona Council, it
was referred go the Committee on Charter amendments.: The report of
this committee proposed that a £wo—thirds majority should be required

in favour of amalgamation before any changes could become law, and that

only resident ratepayers should be allow}d to vote on it.269 The

decision of the committee to make recommendations which would serve to
make amalgamation more difficult to achieve resulted in a deputation

of citizens being present at -the Council meetinﬁtaf November "20th,

. .. ;
1910. Members-of this pro-amalgamatjon delegation included J. Daly,

W. A. D. Passmore and R. W. Mclntyre, all of whom thought that the

1

Council was acting in a very arbitiary manner in order to thwart the
270 '

k2]

Ald. Tipton aléo spoke in favour §ffthi§-point

e

will of the people.

of view. The meeting also heard from the editor of-the Sg!athcona

Plaindealer, J. H. McDonald, who stated the view that this petition

I

£t

e i
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. : . 271
was not an expression of the will of the pcople.

Darspite the severe criticism, the Council proceéeded to take the
. = .
pecessary steps to obtain a Charter amendment whereby Edmonton holders

»
ol property would be prevented from votiﬁg on ‘the amalgamatioﬁ question.
This faiture of Council to take appropriate action from the point of
view of the petitioners resulted in the creation on December Ist of the
Strathcona Ratepayers Association. This was the first such organiza-
tion'in the ixtorv‘of Strathcona thus further demonstréting how amal-
gamation was the one issue in the hi;tory of Strathcona in which the
greatest degree of initiative on the part of_the citizéns‘was shown.
Concurrent with the events su?rounding the férmation of the Strathcona,
Ratepayers Association, was ‘the civic election of.l9lO. The issue of

‘

amalgamation and this association both pl;yed a dominant role in the
election.

The first meeting of the Association was held in the offices of
Arthur Davies Qt which time a central committee was chosen which, Wiph
ward committees, was to-look a%ter the general business of the organi-
zation. At the same meeting ”cahdidatgs who [were] standing on the
”Pfogressive“ ticket enunciated their policies, receiving the unanimous

. , 2 - ’ "
endorsation of the ratepayers*present“.27 The progressives were those

candidates prepared to support amalgamation under sujtable terms.

5

The first regular meeting of the association was hela on =
November 29th, 1910, at'wh;ch time a resolution disapp{oving of the
action of City Council iﬁ disenfranchising non—resident.ratepayers was

9
passed unénimously. The decision was also made at this meeting to send

a delegation to the Legislature in order to present their point of

view. It was also made clear by comments of the Chairman, Dr. Fuller,
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b,
' Ihy

that the Association intended to make amalgamation an issue in the
. ¢

upcoming elect ion.
, He felt that amalqanmlron would be bLeneficial /’\

to Slfathcond but it would be (he work of the
association to see that full information is
gathered on the Proposition from outside sources
o aflgﬁ ghich if it was shown that it be unwise
the a riation would repudiate it. We need a
hich will discuss the issue.

273
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Tho |9IO cvvug <lnct|on in Strathcona was held on December IZTRI
On NOngbcr 23rd Ar1hur Davies, a founding member of the Slrathcona

Ratepaycrs Assocnalnon declared himself to be a candidate for the .

.

POS i-tion of Mayor, Ho Was unopposed in that position. Davies' stand

i

on the prnncnpal issue in the election was noted by the Edmonton

Bulletln

- With the amalgamation auestion looming up
‘prominent ly before the. Falepayers of both cities,
M1 “Davies is rLgarded by many as the man (o con-
duct the negotiations. He'is in favor of amal-
’\gamatlon along ‘well consndered lines but is not
in favor of rushing the ploposal until’ it has
been fully lnvesthated

274

Other “Proqressnves nncluded Wm. Voqe! who ran unopposed in Ward One,

. W. E. Rankin rn Ward Two, A.—Ph Louthln in Ward Three and John T.

Radford in Watrd Four. They were Qpposed by R. J. McDonald, Arthur
MclLean and A. L. Brick in Wards TWO, Three and Four respectively. The

. : . oo ' ’ ' .
tssue of amalgamation had-in the words of .the Strathcona Plaindealer

\ o .
i i | e : . . 2
""now insured the liveliest electlonan Years“- 75

<

Election Day 1910
proved to be a complete triumph for'the progrcss)vcs who joined other
supporters of anelgamatlon on Councvl such as J; P. Tipton. .

The election results meant that the Strafhéoﬁa Ratepayers Associa-

tion had succeeded %n achieving its.fifst'objective. The second ob-

jective was achie' i 0. . -cember 8th when members of the association
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met with members of the municipal committec of the Legislature to

object to the following change in Strathcona's City Charter:

The Ticutenant,qovernor in council may, if upon
a vote of therofident burgesses being taken, two-
thirds ot the votes cast shall be in favor of
annexation to the City of Edmonton, proclaim that
on such date and on such terms and conditions as
the lieutenant governor in council may think fit

the City of Strathcona shall become part of the
City of Ldmonton.

276

The Committee of Strathcona Ratepayers included John Walter, W. E.

Rankin, Dr. L. L. Fuller, Wm. Vogel, N. D. Mills, Mr. Mclntyre, Mayor
Elect Davies, Ald. Tipton and John Mellon. Mayor Duggan, City Solicitor
Jamieson, City Assessor Foster and Or. Rutherford represented the
Council's point of view.
N. 0. Mills, speaking on behalf of the ratepayers:
contended that [the clause] was
taxation without representation in principle
repudiated many years ago . . .. Mayor Duggan
replied that there was no taxation involved in
the amalgamation vote, but members of the com-
mittee replied that if Strathcona should unite

with Edmonton she would have to dssume part of
the larger city's burden.

277
The Municipal Affairs Committee agreed with the contention and 'were
unanimous in the opinion that all property owners shall be entitled to
| | 278
vote and the word ''resident' was struck out'. After further dis-
cussion, the entire clause was struck out on the grounds that '‘the city
w279

could take a plebiscite without any legislation Other

changes to the Strathcona Cify Charter including a clause providing
a‘ .
that women owning property should be entitled to vote were endorsed.

Having achieved the elimination of this clause, the new Strathcona

Council eclected in 1910 could obtain a verdict on the question of amal-
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gamation on the basis of a simple majority. The course of events which

would follow this victory was noted by the Edmonton ‘Bulletin:

It is certain that the plebiscite of the rate-
payers will be taken, as the majority of the '
citizens have urged, because the new council
promises to be almost entirely composed of
"progressives' or those who have protested
against the arbitrary action of the present 280
board.

The new council shortly after taking office, initiated the neces-
Sary steps lowards amalgamation. At the second meeting of the Council,
held January 10th, Alderman Rankin moved that:
-

thé following gentlemen be appointed a special
Committee to take up the question, making a thorough
investigation of every detail safeguarding the in-
terests of Strathcona as far as possible by securing
all the information they can as to how the a&algama~
tion has affected other small towns by joining with
larger Cities, and also after they have gone into
the matter fully with the City of, Edmonton, how they
think it will affect wus if we were to amalgamate,
and that this Committee present their report to the
Council of the City of Strathcona at as early a date
as they deem advisable.

Mayor Davies, Ex-Mayor Duggan, Hon. A. C. Rutherford,
"~ Tory, John Walter, W. H. Sheppard, R. A. Hulbert.

281
Th st meeting of this copmittee was held on April 4th, 1911,
The membership was s!ightly altered because of the.fact that a ?umbeﬂf
of the original appointees were unavailable. The additional members
included R. H. Christie and J. M. Douglas for the'Boarq'of Trade, and‘
J. G. Tipton and V. é. Rankin for the Council. Af this first meeting
Méyor Davies was elécted Chairman and A. A. Campbell was elected
'permanent secretary. The decision was alsélreached to meet every
Monaay evening. Additional machinery nécessary for the resolution of

the amalgamation issuc was set up by this Committee on April 24th,

1911, when & committee was "appointed to interview Mayor Armstrong for

e, e R e S
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the purpose of arranging for a joint mecting of the Amalgamation

Committees of the two Cities and to deal with any other matter on the

. L 282
question of amalgamation''.

. At the sccond meeling of the Strathcona Amalgamation Committee,
various recommendations were considered dealing with the matter of
amalgamation. This list of. recommendat ions represented the initial

bargaining position of Strathcona with respect to the amalgamation

. )
with Edmonton. )

"~

The recommendations‘providbd for both the total integration of

X - -‘ M -
Strathcona into thd affairs of Edmonton and the protection of Strath-
cona's interests within such a union.

The first meeting of the Joint Edmonton ahd Strathcona Amalgamation

-

Committees was held on May 4th, 1911, for the purpose of dealing with
the recommendations.-
By August 8th, A. A. Campbell was ablévtq report that:

Your Cbmmittee appointed to go into the question
of the Amalgamation of the Cities of Edmonton and
Strathcona beg to report that a form of agreement
has been arrived at and is submitted herewith.
This agreement is signéd by the Chairman and
secretary of the Joint Commjttee and approved by

L i L 283
the Solicitors of the two Cities.

A decisiong#hn the report was made at a Special Meeting of Council

held. on August 2lst, 1911. At this meeting the followjng motion re-

e

arding the Council's action with respect4to the report was-carried:
g g

Now therefore be it resolved that this council
receive the said report of the said committee and
instruct the City attorney to prepare a by-law to
be submitted to the rate payers of this City to
be voted on at a time to be fixed by the said :

A . 284
council in the said by-law.

At ‘the same meeting it was also moved and carried that:
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Mayor Davies, Ald. Tipton, Pollard and Radford
be a Committee appointed to confer with the -. 85 _
Edmonton Committee on Charter and By-law Amendments.

The terms of By-law 417 represented complete success in terms of
the objectives which Strathcona hoped to achjeve through amalgamation.
The by-law provided for a south side office and improved transportation

, / '
links between the two communities. On September 26th, 1911, a total
of 518 votes were cast for the by-law while 178 votes were cast against.

At the first meeting of Council following the passage of By-law 417

on motion of Ald. Tipton, seconded by Aid. Rankin, it was fesoLved:
that the City Solicitor be and is hereby in-

structed to confer with the City Solicitor of the
City of Edjonton and take such steps, conjointly
as may be neceSsary, for the advertising and
placing in proper legal form,‘all and any matters,
that may be required to be presented to the
.Legislative Assembly the bill for the Amalgamation
of the Cities of Edmonton and Strathcona in pur-

suance of the plebiscite taken on the 26th of
. , 286
September, 1911. :

vThe necessary amendments were made to the Edmonton Charter which
resultedlin the amalgamation of Edmonton énd Strathcona to take effect
on February Ist, 1912. Mayor Dawvies of Strathcona, who played such an
important role in the amalgamation of the twoicities,'was aépropriate]y

called the father of Greater Edmonton.
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Conclu;ion
— 20

This thesis has focu;cd primarily on Strathcona's spatial, social,
political and cconomic growth from a railway townsite to a city. IE
has examined both internal and cxternal_dspccts of this development
with pdrtlicular rcferéﬁce to one grandiose view of its future role in
the Edmonton region. This examination of Strathcona has' placed it in
a reg}onal and national context b; discussing its relationship "to
Edmonton and its relationship to Lhe.various railway interests.

Based on Lhé data presengea in this examination, it can be con-
cluded that Strathcona's exjsgcnce as 5 separate city was more apparent
than real. Strathcona was a cfty built on boosterism and thus it stands
as a monument to the spirit of;the Canadian West in the years befére
the First World War.  The rhetoric of the boosters which stressed hope
and faith in Strathcona's "'natura] advantages'' as a potential basis
for metropolitan growth was coﬁtradi;ted by the reality of its limited
opportunities for such development. These 1imjted opportunities for-
economfc development combined with the lack of a cohesi;e commercial‘
elige to provide‘effective leadership produced a sequence of events
which moved Strathcona inevitably towards amalgamation.

Strathcona's failure, to develop even the embryonic élements of a
nmetropolis is evident in most aspects of its development. Strathcona's
most fundamental deffciency has been outlined in Chapters Two and
Three which demonstrate that Stratﬁcona failed po develop a well
organized, self-conscious Commercial elite which was prepared to or-
ganize a Board of Trade and dominate the political structure in order

to promote the .development of their own economic interests. These

chapters demonstrate that the development of the Board of Trade and
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political institutions reflect the interests of the boosters. This
Yroup was not drawn from the most significant businessmen in the commu-

nity. The metropolitan tdea in the context of Strathcona thus lacked s
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the Kind of social development (hat s evident in Edmonton and Winnipeg.

The failure of Strathcona citizens io support the idea of
Strathcona as a-scparélc metropolitan community was matched by the
failure of the boosters to appreciate the need for cconomic investment
rather than reliance on SLrathona‘% so-called "natural advantages'',
The boos{crs nlso‘(ailed to develop a realistic concept of Strathcona's

+
role as a metropolitan centre.  The boosters had originally envisaged
the complete disappearance of Edmonton as a force in the region but

cventually had to acknowledge that such would not be the case. From

this situation, the idea of twin cities with clearly defined economic
. -

]

interests cmerged. The twin cities of Edmonton and Strathcona were to:

be the Minneapolis and St. Paul of the Canadian West. The economic
role of Strathcona as seen by the boosters, however, continued to be
that of “eﬁtrepot of the north'". Edmonton was, however, still around
to succéSSfulTy compete for the title. Strathcona boosters thus
fajled to définc Strathcoﬁa in s;ch a4 Way as to give it a unique role
in the reqgion, tEerefore distinguishing it from Edmonton. The b00§£ers
thus failed to develop a realistic approach to the overall question of
Strathcona's growth.

Considering the aforementioned interpretation_of.Strathconé's
developmernt, it can be concluded that it did not-present a meaningful
threat to Edmonton in the long run. Strathcona's ability to seriously

challenge the urban settlement pattern in the area was compromised by

its failure to recejve the active patronage of the railway interests




-

and by ity own failure to take the necessary steps to protect its own

(o]

future.

Despite Strathcona's ultimate failurL to develop Lhelsocial,
spatial and cconomic attributes of a metropolitan centre, an identi-
Tiable community within Edmonton did emerge.  Despite this community's
rejection of metropolitan status, it was prepared to protect its own
foentity and interest in 4 Farger community déminated by the north

side. This idca has been demonstrated by the delay to undertake amal-

gamation and in the amalgamat ion.n
. " . -« . .
In retrospect, therefore, ot at Uudqed tosbe a small

town wi'th big city idcas.wfthwff dn hlstorlcal judgement

grly ]8;% s Strathcona

viiich does not negate. the faét that G
did appear to brescnf a very real threat to Edmonton's position. The
fact ihat Stratgcona appeared to pre¢.cnt a threat to Edmonton was
sufficient to strengthen or stimulate ghe embryonic elements of metro-
politan urban growth then developing on the north side of the river.
Thus the Calgary and Edmonton Railway's objective of developing a
metropo[ﬂ£an centre at its"northern terminus did prove to be success-
ful. 'H1k3deve]opment, however, took place on the north side.of the
river. The interest of Strathcona in éma]gama;ion derived from its
interest in participating in this development. Strathcona could not
beat Edmonton; therefore, it decided to join it.

i outlining fhe sequence of events surrounding the origin énd
decline ol Strathcona as an independent community, the ro]e‘of geo-
graphy and the railways can be identified as of paramount importance.

The Calgary and Edmonton Railway brought Strathcona into existence

while the C. N., G. T. P. and the C. P. R. pursued policies which

L]

156



157

wére detrimental to its future dcvclopment.as'a metropolitan centre.
Geography also played a positivé and negative role in the sequence of
events outlined. Inftially the North Saskatchewan River aqd its assoc-
fated valley constituted a barrier betweeq the two communities, thus
forcing Strathcona to provide for its own growth until this barrier
could be overcome. ~The development of these institutions constituted
a practical solution to Strathcona's physical scparation from Edmontan.
Gcography{ however, played a neqgative role by creating construction

#
problems for the G. T. P.

{hc variety of roles plajed by geography and the railWays thus
demonstrates that Stéathcona was the outgrowth of a particular set of
economic and geographic ' circumstances which represented a tempora}y
phase in the develqpmgnt of the région. These circumstances produced
great expectations typical of many urban centres in the Canadian West
during the period. Strathcong's basic mistake was its fajilure to
recognize the fragile nature of the circumstances that had brought it

into existence.

&
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Appendix A

'

- Map I _Land Ownership 1891

This map was prepared from a study of various Certificates of
Ownéfship-coVering the period 1888-1894 which are listed below. - The
various titles registered between 1891 and 1894 indicate the distribu-

tion of land ownership on Plan I as based on the distribution agreement

of 1891,
Cert}ficate of Tifle 330 14 OctobZi/l888
r Certificate of Title 378 5 Jdrae 1889 /

Certificate%éf Title 391 15 July §88§ , - . ' 5
Certificate of Title 543 4 November 1890
Certificate of Title 598 - 9 April 189] )
Certificate of Title 718 14 October 189]
Certificate of Title 722 23 October 1891
Certificate of Title 733 . 18 November 1891'
Certificate of Title 741 11 December 189]
Certificate éf Title 118F 17 October 1893 )
Certificate éf’Title 134F - 30 October 1893 .
Certificate of Title 226F 11 January 1894 ' ‘.éé
Cortificate of Title 227F I January 1894 | ‘
Certificate of Title 239F - 25 January 1894

- Certificate of Title L88H‘ ’24 September 1894

Map 5 Strathcona”f%9l-l912

This map was prepared from the following sources:
Plan I 17 December 189]

Strathcona 1899 Surveyed by E. C. Dawson, Pfovincial‘Archivesbo%
Alberta Accession 71.364/3 ’

————— b m————
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The North West Territories, Ordinances, 1903, An Ordinance to
Amend Chapter 28 of the Ordinances of 1899, entitled
"An Ordinance to Incorporate Lhe Town of Strathcona'.
Ch. 32.

N

City of Strathcona 1907, Provincial Archives of Alberta Accession

70.317.

Mapé 6, 7,9, 10 - Spatial Growth
of Strathcona 1897-1912

These maps have been prepared to illustrate general trends ip the
physical growth and land use development of Strathcona. They have been
based upon a variety of maps and photographs available at the Provincial
Archives of Alberta and ghe City of Edmonton Archives. These sources
involved a number of problems with respect to their use in this theéis.
In the case of both the maps and the photographs, major gaps in theif
cdverage of the area over the twenty-one years under study were evident.
Given the naturé of t%e data, estimates‘of Strathcéha's growth pattern
wefe‘necegsary. The most significant sources in the pfeparation‘of
these maps were the insurance_maps prepared by Charles E.‘Goad. Other

"maps and the p&incipal photographic collections are listed in the

bibliography.

Map 8 - Strathcona Fire Limit Zones' 1907-1912 .

This map was prepared from the original By-law No. 167 which
:gréSEed these zones. In the wording of the origina].by-law, however,
the first and second class fire limit zones overlapped in flots 27, 28

and 29 of block 69. For the purposes of this thesis, thdse lots have

been placed in the first class fire limit zone. .
= .
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Year

Q;’

1892
1895
1896

1898

1899
1901

1305

1906
1307
1908

1911

Appendix B

Population Statistics

Strathcona

Unavailable
505

550
9OQ

P,156
1,550

3,000

2,921
3,500

4,500

5,579

Edmonton
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Source

Unavailable
Unavailable

Unavailable
2,626

8,400

11,467

Unavailable

v

18,500

24,900

Town Censgs

N.W.M.P. Census

Henderson's
Directory

Henderson's
Directory

Town Census
Dbminion Census

Henderson's
Directory

Dominion Census
City Census

Henderson's"
Directory™”

Dominion Census’



