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’ ABSTRACT

The study of the rc]alionAship between sport :;md the First World War in Britain has reccived
I‘iulc attention from social historians. All oo often sghalars-hévc adopted the years of 1914
and 19,18 as comvenient points at which 1o curtail or cqmmcncc" their rcséarch, lhcrcby.
co'nsigni\ng the war years (o an undescrved obscurily“. Those sludiés which have considered Ehc
fate and/or the influence of sport during the First Wor{d Wﬁr hav? dealt largely with the
responses of the British cducational and social elite during this turbulent pcridd. This study is
' inlrcﬁrrldcd to go some way I.owards redressing this imbalance in the literature of sport and the
First World War.

Altention within the study is directed at first to an idcmificat‘ion of the -various factors
which Eauscd SUCCESS In Sport to be equated with success in battle in post-Crimean Victorian
Britain. Consideration is given to factors which stem from cducational, military, social and
sporting cnvironments, all of which. contributed to thgﬁ)opular notion | that the British
sportsman was inherently a strong and courageous wérrior at the onset of war in Europe in
1914. Using a model constructed to reflect the wide range of British literature Bcing published
- during the war years, lhé main body of the study examines Lhe,interfelationship between sport
" _ahd thc.national war éfforL between 1914 and 1918. Three major areas are hi’ghlighted: firstl‘y,-

’ thev_us;: of spdrting imagery and ideology in the fomil of propaganda d‘irect‘ed at the British
‘plopAuIaL'iOn during the war; secondly, the role of sport in relation to the a‘rmy‘s recruiting drive

"~ prior to the imposition of compulsory conscription in Britain; and thirdly, an examination of

" the genre of 'athletic war-poetry' which emerged during the course of the war.
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Chapter |

INTRODUCTION

-

T30 m., D duh 1916, Along an 18 mide front in Picardy the Dirst-attack line of the

British Fourth Army, moré than 300,000 nien all-10ld. crouched in their trenches. Laden with

cquipment, they awaitéd the signat to clamber out over the parapel and begin their advance.

ACTOSS no-man'\‘ land 1o occupy the shattered Gcrﬁ'mn'lim:.\. A seven day hombnr_dmcm had

- ”

poundcd the (JC”“H“\ »nh -more 1h(m 1.500 ()()1 xhclls nine hxgh C\;ﬂ()\l\c mmu lunnclul

dccp‘ beneath thci'r-posili(m\ hid L\plm d bu\\cn 720 md 7:2% a.m., hurling cnormous

clouds of carth-and smokc -1()()()‘ into the air, 1 iulc oppo:\'ilioh was anticipated.  As the

'()Lhurs W hmlu shrilied. a s()ldlcr in the Mom.mban \eclor m)lul

'

Ag Ihc gun-fire dicd away I saw an infantry man climb onto lhc parapct into
No- Man s Iand. beckoning others to follow. As he did so.he kicked off ¢
football: a good kick, the ball rosc and travelled m]l towards lhc German hm
Thar sccnud 10 he the sxmal 10 dLl\dnLL

,

W
4

dsualllu had bc . smtamcd 19, ZJU oﬂ'iccrw and men were dcad.

No' exacl rmal of th dcad from the - Great- V\ar mll ever. be I‘CtOFde bm il'.i_s’

unofﬁuall\ su at bcwccn ten and thrtccn mllhon for all Lhosc nations involved.: Thc‘

(ommonwcalth War ()rav”s Comrmsxxon lm LhC total numbcr of dcathx for Lhc Fmplra foru:s :

as 1_114,786 In {hg mosl coxLI\ engagements of the war, durlm_ the 191?\ (Jeran offcnslvc al :

.-

Picard,‘\"ari'd l_ys',,Brilish for_ccs erc sustaining Laxualnu al Ihc ralc of 5 ,b4&an hour "

i P[L [..S.Price, 8th. Roxal Sussex, in M., Mlddlcbrook The ]~1rxl Da\ On The Sommc (New |

\ork W. W Norton & Co.. 1972) . p.124. :

© . Terraine, The Smoke and the Firc: Mvths and Anti-Myths of War 1%6 -1945 (l ondon
Sidegwick & Jackson, 1980), p.37.

* Terraine, p.44.

Thus— began lh'c Lblackcsx dav in the 0111ir(;"hq"slor,\' of thé British Army. - By nigm-fall,:ﬁ*/.,ﬂ()

-
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Captain Nevill's East Surrevs attack at Montauban, 1 Julv 1916,
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In comparison, the "natural wdslagc"éf troops- that occured on both sides of the Western Front

on an 'avcragc day’ whcrc no major _éssaulls were timetabled was 2,533 killed, 9.121 woundced

and l 164 mmmg T was, howcvcr the Balllc OI the Sommic. billed as the first hammer blow

.‘\
!

of Haxg S (;rcal Push' lhal would end the war, which has carvcd itsell” a bloody cpitaph as the
nadir‘ of ‘the Br_iifsh wartime experience.  In this rcspccl,, the appearance of a football on lhc
~ battleficld at zero hrour would sdcm 1o be not only unlikely. but positively inconceivable; for
what possible ‘rclalionship could there be between sport and the monumental slaughter of that
fateful July morning? A cursory examination of British life and leisure in the vears preceding
the war quickly provides something of an answer to this question.

Sports and games had increased in popularity bcyond mf:asurc between 1890 and 1914,
building upon the fodndations of mddérn sport which had_ been laid in thc lalc.'nivngl‘ccn'lh
century . For many, sport had bccomc Britam's universal panacm - the mcans by which one

could cu]uvalc not onl\ a healthy bod\ but a healthy mind as well. More Lhan this, qports and‘ '

games were WldC]V ‘believed to develop in the young player a varicty of characlcr traits xhat were

' ,deemcd bcncﬁual for lakmg hls place m- socxcty - ]oyally obedlcncc courage, moral strength v
the capacity for lcadcrshlp and a sense of fair play. The wstcmamcd use of games (o achncvc '

ths charactcr Lransformauon in Lhc Voung bO\ and adolcscem emcrgcd in the British public

. schools in thc mid-nineteenth century, and despite opposition, flourished undcr the epithets of .- )

alhlcucxsm, Muscular Qhrxspamly, or the Games Cult.* T° - nlicability of such charavctcr
traits to mili,ta‘r_y life dwlas not 6vcr100ked, and by the outbrezk of wa: in‘l914\, sport was‘hcld b\
many to be the one comr’non'eloéme'n‘t in-the Brilisﬁ national » ract¢. that would erisure Victqry :
over Lhé enemies of vthp Empirc. Spo'rt would train recruits, reai suecessful of ficers, rcjuvénale

 weary soldncrs and ulumalelw hclp klll Germans. In distinct contrast to our ‘own age, where
LW, Manchcster The Last Lion. Winston Spencer Church111 Visions of Glory 1874 - 1932

- '(Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1983), p.508. .

s "During that twenty-five years, sport moved into a new era. It exercised men's mmds and
bodies to an.unprecedented extent.  From 1890-1914, sport-grew 1o a peak of importance from -
which there has been no retreat.” B.Dobbs, Edwardians at Play. Sporl 1890 - 19]4.

(London: Pelham Books, 1973), p.18.

¢ P Mclntosh makes reference to all three of these terms in thsxcal Pducauon in Eng]and
Smce 1800 (London G. Bell & Sons, 1968) pp.44, 55 and. 67




sporl 1\ oltur charactcrrscd ‘as surrogatc warfarc' and tvnttcn about in the lanr,uagc of batllc

‘the 1914 1918 war was pcrccrvul 1o havc consrdcrablc conncctrons with sport and thc langnagc
of srorl - parlicularlr léam garncs vyas a. conrrn'()rrly-trscrl .metaphor for the paSSagc and
lprogrcss ol" war., ' l)csprtc thc prolrlcrauon of primary cwdcnce lpertammg to sport in the

- LOlllC\l ol battlc .a thorough C\amrnatron ol Jhe relatronshrp bctwccn sport the l*rrst World

v o

' ',“War and Brrtrsh lrteraturc has ycrto bcjwrrtten Thrs studw wrll attcmpl in part ‘to fill that
- void. .
: F,ducational, social, military, a'nd Sports’ historians’havc, 1o ,'a varying degree, made

‘ rclcrcncc 10 sports gamcs or phvsrcal educatron during the, hrst world War In the majority ‘

r

»‘.of cases their comments are cosmclic: in some, mrslcadrng All but the. fcw fail to do justice to

_'what is undoubtedly a complex and canvoluted social. phenomenon. Even these fcw, by the

“fature of their scll‘-imposcd limitations, cannot present the entire plctu_re. « None of them call

\

C\prcsslv for further research into the arca. This imritsell is sufficient 10 awakcn interest and ‘
prompt a [ullcr survey of the literature. Certain statcments regardrng the role of sport m "the

" British responsc 1o thc war are ;undoubtedly pcrpetuatmg what soldrer wrrter -Sydney RogersonT '
. i .

: has callcd. the-grrm-smrlmg-faccs-of—undaunted-bovs war. of the early correspondents with' .

attackrng battalrons drrbblmg footballs across a sportrng No- Man S Land" s Just as he and

: Terrame urge the mrlrtarv historian to escape this view ol" the war - "to blow away the smoke‘

jand get at ‘the l"lre " - so there is a nced for a srmrlar'approach 0 be adoptc'd -by sports_

. historians Accordn gly, Lhrs study will follow the blueprmt outlmed by Terrame who afterv

twenty years of studymg lecturmg and wrrtrrrg on the toprc ‘of the Frrst World War concluded

that although the, Frrst World War was unquestlonably d major watershed m Brrtrsh hrstory

was necessary to arrrve at a thorough understandmg of rt by pnshmg asrde all the mythology _-

"no matter how seemmglv authorrtatrve" gy rs belreved that such a. forthrtght and rnturtrve

1

: See for cxample Phrlrp Goodhart. and Chrrstopher Chataway War Wrthout Weapons
. CLondon W.H. Allen 1968) chaptcr Six, "A Kmd of Warfare"
. & Terraine, p.13.. _ , _ .

-9 Terraine, p.14." . a -

+1° Terraine, p.l4. :




approach 1o lm subject mallcr snpporlcd b\ new cv1dcmc mll luad 10 4 more m.curalc'
:undcrsnndnu of Lhc rclanonshlp bchccn sporl an(l ph\slml cdnmuon modurn warfare, a.nd ‘
lhu pcopk of (ncal Brllmn bctwun 1914 and lqlh

The sludv wnll pr(mcd undcr lhc Iollowmg h\polhcsn hrsll\ “that rucarch in the-area
of sporl and thc st World War to daLc has bacn almosl \cnurclx c.ongcmmlcd upon lhc;
amlud!ts opxmons and rcsponscs of a hx&hl\ Cdll(.al(.d minority-in }irlla‘m ndmcl\ the puplls
band Old Bms ol the Brmxh pubm schools. \cwndl\ lhal much of Lhc Lomcmporar\ hlc:mkurc~
0( lhc First ‘World' War rclalmg Lo sporl was wrlllcn b\ this hlghl\ \'ocal mmorm Thus .m
artificial and mlsrcprcscmalwc pncturc rceardmg the rolc of sporl durmg lhc years of the Grcal-
War was first cultivated b) thosc who lived and: dlCd wnhm is Lonimcs Thls lcgau has since
_survw ed,'and has bccn conlmua]l\ porlra\cd as a gcncralx&ed and all cmbraunl_ truth. hnall\
that there exists a bod» of mcra(urc written by, for.and aboul non ‘pubhc schoolbow lhat is of- .
cqual 1mporLancc 1a the’ aonélructlon ol a \ahd auounl of sporl aad lhc }-lrsl World War, butl

has been widely overlooked.. Accordmgh ths stud) wnll app]\ uscf lO answcrmg as fully as

possible the following qucsuon Wha! was lhe relauons/up between sport’ and war as portrayed“

[
. . .

by British literature between 1014 and 19187
In answering the question, further qucncs will be poscd why. were: spon and war cquatcd at a/l ’

in the modcern world of the IWCﬂllClh gcmur) How d1d Lhc publu echool valucs auachcd {o.‘ ’
o

.sports and games gam asccndch\ in Brmsh SOCJC[\ bolh bcfore and durmg [hC war" Whal ‘

WCTe thc purposes of uuhsmo cporl in Lhc lxlcraturc of the Grcat War and how were sport and .

" war seen to corrclate" '

y

Txme and Lhc accesmbllm of prlmary malcrxals are Lhe major llmnauons of ths sludy

Tis bcyond Lhe amhor S abﬂmes to. rcad assxmllatc and analxsc lhe cnormous volumc of‘ :

i

. matenal pubhshed durmg the waT years wuhm lhe demgnalcd time’ frame for this studv' Some . O

- of- Lhe deslrcd publlcanons are nol mecdlalel\ wuhm the grasp of Lhe re%carchcr Whnlsl , .

.

i efforts have bccn made to compensatc for 1 o abscncc thexr ommlssmn mav mhnbu somc of

-

- _t_he conclusipns Lhal can bc,_dra,wn from_the r’cs_carch'». '_" E



)

Thc majority. of’ 1hc lucralurc under consldcrauon in thc sludy wrll bc that pubhshcd in .

Bruam bclwccn lhc vears OI 19]4 and lqlb Thc stud\ wdl c0ncemralc on thc mlcrrcl'monshrp

«

of\ sporl and pmsrcal ulucalrcm with lhc preparauon and progrcss of thc Brrush Arnncs on the
Wcstcrn l<r0m lhc 59() mllc lqng lmc ol 1rcnchcs strclchmg unbrol\cn from thc }nglrsh

Channcl t'o' the }-'r'anco-Swiss bordcr. Ncuhcr thc Rmal Navy nor rhc Rova] Hymg Corps will

recervc anv thing olhcr than lnudcnlal mcnuon Though ncn[hcr sporl nor war arc cxc]usrvcly, ,

'
v

. malc ;rrcscr\'Cs the smd\ w1ll louls upon ‘mile’ team gamcs and ph)sncal Lducalldn and lhcﬁ
o jmagc oI' lh'c 'malc so]drcr atr war. Il is full} mlcndcd however Lhal fcmalc rcprcsenlauons of.
bolh which appear m Lhc comcmporar\ hlcralurc wrll bc uuhscd in the research

| Thcrc cmsts no, umvcrsal mcthodology of hrsLor) . ner can hrstorlcal knowlcdge bc,'
comforlab}\ arrwcd al h\ lhc 1mposmon ol" med and Lestcd laWs Thc hlstorlan musl gam"

' ,'undcrslandm& by Lhc view of lhc pasl af[orded hrm/hcr b» Lhe cvrdcncc thal is consullcd CAS

v

‘Tuchman nolcs thc hrslonan drscovcrs Lhat hrslorrcal lrurh is suchcuvc and scpara[c madc
i . - .
up ol hulc bus sccn cxpcrrcnccd and recorded b‘, dnffcrcm peoplc ' Thc hrstorran S ulumatcl

v

“~\a1m thcrcfore - 1o’ see Lhrngs as Lhev really were - 1s ncvcr wholly w1thm hrs/hcr grasp Il 1s -
’ thls strrvrng conlmuallv for lhc unauamab]c whrch rs Lhe vcry esscnce of hrstorrca] research i

| 1rk has appcalcd or spo‘rLs 'hrstorv rcscarch 1 lurn greatcr:auenuon lo.more?
' "'comprchcnswc and broader rcachmg studrcs whrch focus wrder socral cultural and mlellcclual
-.perspccuvcs on lhe evcnts of {he past x"She conc]udcs Lhrs appeal by stating,’ More'
: mterprcuve analmcal and extensive narrauve hllel’lCS of sport need (o be undertaken."” Thle
h study wrll auempt lO respongj LO Lhrs call | Its subJect ‘marter wnll mdced requrre a broader
‘ _cultural and 1n1cllectual analysrs to ‘be madc and neccssrtates the synthesrs of mformanon
) 'gamed from a number of academrc sphcrcs blanguage and hterature socrology polmcs
anlhropolog) as Well as hlstory In 1ts trealment of the data Lhe study wrll,umte the

'

- lhree pronged approach called for by Park It wrll narrate by provrdmg a clear background to

' e Barbara Tuchman The Guns of Augusr (Ncw York: Bantam Books,' 1980) p. 491

"1 R.Park,. "The Use of ‘Hypotheses in Sports-History", Sports History Résearch Methodology -

o -Proceedmgs of a Workshop hcld at Lhe Unrversrty of Alberta 28 May - 1 June 1980 pp 25 36

ke Park p.27.



the' \llld\ bC‘“E undcrlakm both lhcmalicallv ‘and chronologicnlly. 1t will interpret by,

'

slIb\Lqucml\ lmkin& prcvmus]\ umonmucd mudcmx in louml and supporlcd argumcnl and

by phung us findings in the LOﬂlC\b ol th social, mtcllulual and " political fmmc-\\mk

s

prcvalcm in Brumn durmg lhx umc fmmc of thc study. F mall\ it will also aralyse, usmb a

“model mnstruucd 1o provndc a rcprcscnlnn\ esample ol sourws and by xublcmng the gathered

Y

‘. data 10 sévcm] quanuhcauons lrom wh;ch some ObJCLll\'C rnsulls ma\ bc drawn Thcsc 1hrcc.
npproaghcx have been conwnunm (ilsllﬁglllshccl here. Durmg Lhc course of th slud\ LhC) will:
o(tcn be mlcrlmkcd and mscpamblc Not 1o adopl onc or these lcchmquu will be-to fall shorl'_

L of lhc hmohan s ob]ccuvc - 10 provide lhc t"u]]csl posslblc pxclurc of the pasl as rcvcalcd b\

*vxdcncc avaxlablc

\
¢

I*o]lowmg'mmal rcadmgs a modcl has bccn lormulalcd 10 cncompass an aml\sls of the
' vast bod\ of lucralurc wrmcn durmg thé }cars 01 thc hrsl World’ War Whll<1 not cxhausuvc

11 s, bchcvcd that Lhc Lal(.gOﬂC\ of hlcramrc cstabhshcd provide mduprcad covcmgc of Brmsh

. i , |

hurar) output bclwecn 1914 and 1918 ThC) arc as Iollows ' '

' . . 1

o, -
Ax

Lucrary‘ Or. pcrxodncal maganncs Thosc pcrlodlcals whose attcnuon v/as pnman]\ Loncerncd '

- wnh mlc]lcuual and currcm aHan‘s AH the Journals cucd wcrc revxcwcd from June of 1914 10

Dcccmbcr of 1918 for rc]wanl matcrlal Those se]cclcd wcrc The Eng/uh Revten Cornhlll . |

‘ Magazme Edmborough Revlen Z:veryman Magazme Chamberss .Iournal Contemporary~
Rewew fortnzghl/y Rewew B/ackn ood s MagaLme The Nme!een?h Cenlury

War Pcrlodlcals Thoge magannes Wh]Ch cmcrged as a dlrcct conscqucnce of lhc 0ulbrcak of o

v

oA

. w}xf._' The War ]llustrated was pubhshed wcekl) Lhroughout the war, mtcndcd as a topncal ‘

ncws shect to l\ecp lhc pubhc mformcd as 10 the progrcss of the confllcl The Greal War and- :

The Tlmes Hlstory of the hrsl Worla’ War Were ‘both \pubhshed .Ain mstallmems and were

A\

mtendcd as the ﬁrsl dcfmmve hlSlOl’lCS of' the war

Mllltary Publlcauons Sapper magazme “the ;o«urnal/ncws]eucr of the Royal anmeers has -

éeen rescarched for thc )ears 1914 1918 }urther mlluar) materxal such as trammg manuals
pémphlets; and the. pub'li‘catiOr}s' of -thos_c.scrving,in thqBrmshArmy‘ will supplcmcnl this

.’;\



'

" Britain. S ' o P S

section.

' Juvenile lilcrhluré Access has bccn gamul to Chums; A Paper for Bby&,for the Volilmcs

publmhcd bLlWLCl] 1914 and 1918 A numbcr of schoolbo» and adolcsccm novcls wxll bc uscd to -~ :

develop- this arca_ol r_c'scarch.d

Daily Ncwspapers: The Times, together with its subsiduary addendums, the Lji‘qra'.rj/r

Supplemenr’ and-the Educcﬁional.Syppler?‘z'enl\ have all begn réscarchcd for the.yecars under: -

I

investigation. - ' o

R War Poetry: Morc ‘than 140.volumes of war poctry havc bccn cxammcd for ‘material pcruncm X

to this <ludy drawn from the cxccllcm spccxai collccuon of Lhe genre hcld by the Umvcrsnv of -

: A,Ibcma'. g
‘War Prose: Essays, treatises -and sermons. wriltcn and publiéhcd: dufing lhci}mp;xcérs Jin..

_ War }-:cuon A sc]ccuon from th vast numbcr of novcls and short storlcs pubhshcd bctwcen .

'1914 and 1918 W1ll be analyscd and Lhmr comcms rcht -d.in ths 5cmon

Thc evndencc rcqultmg from thxs modcl will be symhcsrsed with: thal body of knowlcdge '

Valrcady dctcrmmcd by lcadmg rcscarchcrs m lhc ﬁeld The cxpeclauons are. that a -
'wcll documcntcd and thorough review w111 emcrgc of the mterrclauonshlp bctwecn spbrt
o ersh sOcmlv and the Flrsl World War, as depxctcd in. the luerature pubhshcd in- Brltam -

o bween 191dand 1918 - o




Chnpler 33

Rl \ll W or llll IU\IURI

)

SCLondar\ maturmls whuh concern lhcmsclvcs to any dcgrcc wuh (accls of sporl or _
-'phxxma] Ldncauon ln thc }rrsl World War are compamnvcl\ few. ‘and hr;:cl\ Iall mlo three

: calcgoncs lhosc whxch cite- lh«. 1001b1111ng quun on th Somme as LI il were a rcprcscnlalwc

v1cw of sport prcValcnl in Bmdm at Lhal umc thosc who make passmg rcfcrcncc to. olhur o

’ aspocts of sporl wuthm lhur dL(.OUI‘Il\ of the war and Lhosc who havey pursucd the analagous
v'nalurc of sport a great dcal further, and havc atlcmplcd lo prcscm mslghl based on supporuv
N : . ° .

.cwdcmc and rauonal analvs:x

Slraddhng the first Lwo calcgoncs is Maﬂm Mlddlcbrook S cxccllcnl The First Day On

The Somme. Thc‘author', a'.I.,incolnshi'rc farmcr, was sufficicnlly moved by a visil to.the war
" "cémclcrics of the So‘mme‘in.thc late 19605 lo want 16 discbvér more about 1hc,('alé' of the yQung’

: ’vo'lumecrs.bof: 'Kitch’éner's Armics' who went 1o their deaths there on 1 July 1916. In what has
'becn dc’scri.be'a as "a irﬁlv heroic effort of bistoric'al ficldwork ™!, Middlebrookll‘0und and

v B dmcrvxcwcd 546 SUTVIVOTS of the baulc from whose.cy cwnncss accoums hc compxled his book
- :Thc account of Captain Nevill offering a prize to the first of his plaloom Wthh succccdcd m‘

"klckmg a football up to the German trenches on the mormng of the altack form% one of lhc.'

many Lhrcadc of 1hc work. His account is very well rcscarched Hc records not. onlv Lhe

'v‘locauon of Nevxll 's grave, for the ofﬁccr was killed only moments afLer hlS hcr01c klck off but. B

_ also the fact lhal two of the footbal s were recove.ed and are housed in mllnary muscums in
England 2 Hns fmal conmbuuon to Lhe lcgcnd is the 1 -~ that one platoon had pamtcd Lhc .

: followmg mscrlpuon on lhcxr ball

V. Keegan The Face of Battle (London Pcngun Hoo;; 1
.7 Middlebrook, p.124. .

Na
3
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The Great European Cup
- The Final

East Surreys v Bavarians
Kick Off at Zero

William Manchester reiterates the significance: of Nevill's “act in his acclaimed
biography of Winston Churchill; al[hough for some reason he dates the footballing incident as
being 11 July rather than the.1st. Manchester records that the deaths of Nevill and. many of

his men during the assault inspired an elegy. from 'which‘ hc.reprodnccs the following stanza:

On lhrough [hc heat of slaughlcr
Where gallant comrades fall =
- Where blood is poured like water
They. drive the trickling ball -
" The fear of death before them
Is'but an.empty name . -
. True Lo the land that bore lhcm
" The surreys play the game.’

. Manch_ealer:eo'nc]_udc’:sl;his ’sceti\on of his wdrk s'orncwhat rhetorically' "What game. m thc
: name ,bf‘.‘G}dd} were _;-thc 1Sl\i‘rrey's>'plar'yin~g? Ah but they knew and Lhat was enough. for

ng

"'ihem
Thc gallant sporlmg actrons of chxl] and the Fast Surrcys are given I"urther ‘

",-'remloreement by Paul Fusscll who auempm o place them in ‘somic h1stor1cal perspecuvc

N

fOne way of showmg the sporung spirit-was to krck a footbali toward the enemy
lines_ while attacking. -This feat was. first performed by the 1st. Battalion of the
_18th. ‘London Regiment at- Loo$ in"1915. "It soon achieved the status of a
. conventional act .of bravado and ‘was ultrmately exported far beyond the
“Western Front. . Arthur ("Bosky") Borton, who took part in an attack on the
Turkish lines near Beersheba in November, 1917, proud]y reported home "One
- of 'the men had a football. How it came there goodness knows. Anyway we'
kicked off and rushed the frrst [Turkrsh] guns, dribbling the ball wrth us. "
' Manchester, p. 659
* Manchester, p.659, . t a
* Paul Fusscll The Great War and Modern Memory (Oxford “0.U. P 1981)' p.27.




Plate 1

FOOTBALL
MPTALI: .:::l"lll'.l:. . NEVILL

| W o0 FFLL £V TRAE ATRAreETS |

B COMPANY & SIRVICT BATTALION
FAST SURRIY RIOIMENT -

- AN® DRIBALED INTO THE OFRNMAN
TRENCHE § AT THE ASCALLT pif,
AND CAPTURE or MONTauBaAN 7)2

" Picture postcard of a football recovered from the East Surreys' atlack al Montauban.

11
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Fussell claborates further on the Nevill incident,.rcvealiné nm& the Caplarn had purchased four
l‘oolballs on his last leave in London, and was known by onvc’of' his contemporarics a‘s "the
'ballalion buffoon”. Iusscll also reveals that lne clegiac lincs nfrilrcn'irr praise of_' the Easl.
“Surreys appcar on the border of an undated Ticld eoncerl program, now'prcserved 'ip the
I'mpcerial War Museum, under U‘re title "The Gamc ‘Th’e author of the pocm gives his iocnlit)', '
‘ only as 'Tobchélone.'.“ Though his comments pn'the sporl_andA war debate‘do cxlend beyonci the ‘
chill-incidcm il is the footballing episode which once again preoom_inaies, and is presenled as
the S)mbol pf the British sporung approach 1o war. | | |
The Loos mudem refcrrcd 10 in hrssell s work is conﬁrmcd by the eyewrtness account
| - of Pamd\ Machll of -the I.ondon Irlsh Baltahon who recordcd as he fell woundcd in thc
: assau][ "Were Lhe men wavermg" No fear' -The bovs on the rrghx were drlbblmg the elusrve 3
fooll_bal_l towards the German »trench ." |
Both W‘imer and Terraine make refer\cn‘cc.lo what ‘were certainly the most L'musual‘.
Agamcs of football pla\ ed durmg the war - lhos‘\c -whieh took plaee in nof-man's land between'the '
".Brmsh and German lroops durmg an 1mpromplu and unoffrcral truce that took place- on several
’seclors of the Wes[ern Front on (,hrmmas Day ]914 Terraine's- account is potentra]ly the -
mosl mlormauve but he, kac Wmtcr farls 10 reference hrs ‘sources, despue quotmg freelv '
»from Lhcm A v |
A number of “authors makc refercnce 0 sport m 01her arenas’ of the war Caffre_v -
[ refers 1o m'e‘ deep rooted worsh}p of- sports and games possessed by the long-‘service‘~‘
: volun‘teers who comprrsed the Brmsh' Expedmonary Folrce_a_s‘ being one’ of "their "c‘ardinal“

_qua]mes
.~ .

N Pussell p.27; this pseudonym is revealed by recent research to be- that of-Claude Edward Cole .
Hamilton, a.journalist for both The. Daity ‘Mail and The. Evening News - -Catherine W Reilly,
English Poetry of the-First World War A Blbhography (Londo~" George Prior, 1978)

pp. 75-76.
Guy Chapman ed., Yain Glog A Mrscellany of the Great War 1914 - 1918 (London )
Cassell, 1968), pp. 192 4. - v

- John Terraine, "Chrrstmas 1914, and After H:story Today, vol. 29 (December 1979) -
781-789; D.Winter, "Time Off From Conlflict: Chrrstmas 1914", Journa] ofthe United Servzces
. Institute, vol.115. 10.660- (1970) 42-43. 4"

" * Kate Caffrey, Farewell, Leicester Square. The Old Contemptlbles 12 August 19 November
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This claim rcm‘qin._s u‘nsubslamialcd lh’fOiJg.hOlll ‘the wo{r.k. Baker ,ConlfaSt} blhlc days of
"sunshine and shadow " during lﬁc (jr.cax War, whcré the éxccl]cncc of sp‘0r1 was piinclualcd
with the horrific cexcesses of war.' He prowdcs an 0\’Cr\'lCW of ‘the mood which possessLd the
‘Wcslcrn nations durmg the war vm‘rx dnwmg parlluxlarl\ upon th Amnicrican response (o Lhc
crisis.  He teinforces the British .anG bclwcc_rn sport and the war by citing l.ord Derby 's wo_rds_
lO the, two teams at the 1915 "}\hak.i‘lfi.na']"_ as hc.';»fcscmcgi lhé }A C'up to the victors: "Ybu‘
have played with one another and against-one a_notyh'c'rll'or the C.up__vpl‘a_\' '\Qiih one qnolhcr for
}:‘né]and now.""" Pound concentrates on Lhc wasted lgiénl‘_sio‘f' t'hc‘ nal'i.on's youth in The I_,os{,
Gencration, in which hc focuses 6n those bcltc'r-cducaAlcd aind ixf)pér'-élass.pérsonzl-liti'cs who
. mel lhcn dcalhs whilst undcr arms as volunlccrx buwcm 1914 and 1916.' Hls approach Whl(.h
combmcs obxluarv wnh socxal hlSlOI‘\' 15 - 1hc source of consldcrablc blographxca] mformauon
~ about such noldulc sporlmgl ﬂgurcx as - Amh(l)m Wlldmg lht, Wlmbicdon l.awn Tcnms
., (,hamplon the Grcnfcll brothcrs Iullan and Bxll\ G. R] Tw:ggv Andcrson Lhc Olymplc

hurdlcr and many othcr publxc school sporlsmcn soldlcrs whose namcs will bccomc more

T prommem as ths study: proceeds

P

Iohn Kecgan prowdcs anOLhcr acclaimed aCCounl of the Lhc first da) of lhc battle of

the Sommc but unllkc thal of Mlddlcbrook he allows his narrauvc to dcvnalc sufhc1eml) 1o

J

_ cnmmpas‘s several mformatwc.stalemc_ms rcgardx.ng the Brmsh sportmg'rauonalc during the
war. He mentions, bﬁt d_dés not dwell gpo%:, Ia\vnolthcr ,in‘ci\'c.ieni iﬁ ‘w,hitch: soldiers went ‘ov‘er‘thc‘i"
Libp' following a ,f(‘)otbal], ths one kickcd by ."_'a @cli known Né).r'th;C(.)LFer_y p]ayér".l? _Theré can
‘be no confusion he¢re with the East Su-rrevs' vattac‘k; fho~r ihi.sr.particulé.r inci’dcni o‘ccﬁrr'cd"
aﬁongsl the ranks of Lhc 161h Northumbcrland Fu5111crs (Newcast]c Commcrc1als) who saw ‘

llhelr acuon around Thlcpval with the 32nd DlVlSlOﬂ somc 8 or 9 miles away from the East

)

. v(com’d)l914 (London: Andre Dcutsch 1980) p. 27. : . . A
1" William Baker, Sporis.in the Western World, (Totowa N.J.: Rowman & Littlefield, 1982),
- 11 Baker, p.207. This statement by Lord Derby finds many other outlets, including Tony

‘Mason's Association Football and Erglish Socuct) 1863-1915 (Sussex: The Harvestcr Press,

. 1980). :
M R:.Pound, The L. ost ‘Generation (London Cons[able 1964).
1 Kecgan p 250, : :
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Siirreys at Montauban. Keegan's contribution, however, “extends beyond this and into a
. thoughtful discussion of the "too well-worn™ cliches of the 'Lost Ggneration' and the "Public

School-Of ficer' ™ This section of his work will be discussed at alater stage in"this study.

" Brian Dobb's Edwardians at Play. Sporl 1890-1914 covers in ils opening chaptér many

of the themes and strands of this convoluted association between sports and war. Like Fussell, ®

he turns 1o Henry Newbolt's Vitai. Lampada as the ultimate pre-war expression of sport's

inter -relationship with battle. Dobbs points 1o the philosophy of char;lcl"er training through

sports and games within Brillsh;bublic schools, reviewing its propon_cms' belief that:

The games and -especially the moral” virtues with- which “they were now

. surrounded corresponded roughly with what was _required in the outside world.

In=wars against hoslile tubes who lackéd weapons and organisation; dash,

- daring. loyalty, courage,”and endurancc all of them fostered on “the l"1eld of -
plav were at a'premium.t C Lo _ _ L=

- -

' Qymbohsed by the Newboltlan ph:ase Pla) up' Play up! and play the game' Dobbs takes

~the transfereneexproeess to its mevuablc conclusion. That sport and-war- eould be related in

thls lashlon was\ 'a seductive philosophy. The straight bat denéted the officer and gentleman.

The three-quarter dash could be-a preiude to a bayohet charge, and the forward dribble an
overtuge 10 a co_mbincd assault on an enemy position™.'* Nevertheless, despite providing some
further evidehcc Lhe author maintains that though this philosophy was exercising considerable

,,ml”luence “the actual Imks between sport and-war had at best been Lenuous ~and following the
Boer war there was less and less connection between the two. ‘In contrast to hls conelusmns

: however the Edwardlan penod prlor to the war is characterlsed by an ever- mcreasmg stress

,bemg placed upon "the crucxal 1mpert5nce of sport sporung success and sportmg conduct" v

’ Along51de Lhese perceptlve commems Dobbs makes mention of what is now the fifth mcxdem

14 Keegan, p.277. o _
'* Dobbs, p.25. . . : ) .
te.Dobbs, p.26. . : : ' : ) '

'I Dobbs, p.26. -
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of its tvpe to come to light in-this study when he mentions -the death of England Rugby =~

International E.R.Mobbs, who led his men in a charge towards the German wire by kicking a

rugby ball ingu the air and rushing after it.

. MclIntosh provides ‘the only overview of sport and physical education in Great Brila.in
between 1914 and 1918 in his chapter "The Great War and the Fisher Education Act™.' In a
conciéc review of educational policy during the war )'éarS_ Mclnlosh escapes the >pub]ic
schoolboy image ol war profcrred by so many of the authors reviewed in this scction, and
conmbulcs valuable evidence on the resistance to the 1mposmon of m ry drill in British state

- -

sccondary schools. The widespread adoption of the Ling Swedish system of gymnastics in the

v

schools, the training of instructors, and the increasing influence of women in the field of

phvsicalcducalion during the war arc all crucial topics addressed by the author which iend his

“account a balance undclcucd in many of the other sources consultcd

Alongudc Mclmosh stand two pther workc which havc adopted admxrablc analymal

. -
-

appfoachcs towards tfeir subject matter. Though .lzolh contentrale on middlc- and upper-class

responses to the war, they have refused o be content with the narration. of- unsubstantiated

-

. - -
maxims. Instcad, each author views the phenoménon .of war-as-sport in its relationship to two

powerful and often -o_vcrlapp_m_g", Vj.ciorian and Edwardian social forces - chivalry, and
. - - -

athleticism. LT ’ -

Glrouard s The Rcturn to Camclot traccﬁ the influenee of the mcdleval code o/ chiv al’ry

- . s -
on Vnctorxan and. Edwardlan Bﬂ‘hsh socxety 1" Amongsl its many manifestations, erou, L0 gives

consxderablc allcnucm to the chivalric mlucs surroundmg sports and games. One essentxal

elemcm of games plavmg was that it was held to ptepare the partlcxpant admlrably for warfarci

- a conflict which would, Lhc adhcrcms behcved be bound by a 51m}lar kmghtly code of noble

and sporung conduct. The aulhor cites several fine cxamplcs of this beliel embodxed in the

~‘elegiac poetry o’f_.thc“'1914‘-1918 period, one of whxch'commemorates the honour of the fallen in

- ~

1 p C.Mclntosh, P E. in England, pp. 180 206.
19 Mark Girouard, The Return to Camelot. Chlvalry and the Engllsh Gemlcman (New Hawen
Yale University Press, ‘1981). 3 .-

-~



quast-religious cricketing terminology :

For when the One Great Seorer comcs

['o write against your name : o

He marks - not that you won or lost S
But how you played the game.? ) ‘

The most drreet thorough and enlightening mvcsttgatron of the applreatron of public school
- sport Lo the First World War comes from Mangan's recent work In his section on the rhetorrc

of gamés; Mangan analyscs the relationship between sport and-war as g:xhibited by six leading

public sehools in:Brita?h. -His findings reinforce his h;\/pothesie that one eséertflal component of
" athleticism was the b:eli'ef"that it could propagate _ahd [oster throt:gh games not only patriotism,

but ,rhilitary cornpetenc'e. | Though he eoncltrdes,",'_fThe -simple an(_l‘ foolish —lmage of public

schoolboys as sportsmch-soldi'crs isa recurrir_rg one'in the lit_erhture‘ of the s'ehool;". the author |
is caref.ul o explain why this irred, an_d-n'o't rrre'rely-eohdemh':lt es'.rldiculousf or alternatively

offer it as a model of umversal Brmsh response durmg the war.. ln many respects Mangan S

o p

work is currently the touchstone for an understandmg, of publrc school a,,thletrcrsm and its place

in the First World War - The material whrch he brmgs to, lrght in hrs study will b'e .-returned to

at a latcr stage in this work, where it can be -used- to supplement frndmgs from the literature

o ‘ . -

-search descrrbed earlier in this chapter : R .
From thrs review of the exrstmg lrterature relatmg to the subject of sport and the First

&~
‘Warld War, it can be- seen. ,that there remams a consrelerable amount of research to be done

:ﬂr

bef ore an adequate overvrew ‘can be«postulated Thrs bemg the case thrs study wrll attempt to ..

P

© rise to thrs challenge and in the followmg ehapters wrll proffer a wrder analySrs of the .

percerved role of sport in the eyes of- Brrtrsh socrety durmg the FrrsteWorld War :

2N L. .l.ackson Spprtmg Days and Sportmg Ways (L932) in Grrouard p 235 ‘
' J A Mangan, Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School. The Emergence
and Consolrdatron of an Edueatronal Ideo ﬁ (Cambrrdge CuU.pr,, 1981)

- -
. - S




Chapter 111
FROM SEBASTOPOL TO SPION KOP:
THE liMﬁRGliNCli, EDUCATION AND MILITARY RECREATION OF TOM BROWN

[

AND TOMMY ATKINS, 1854-1900.

The years immediately following the Treaty of Paris in 1856 arc in many ways central

10 an undcrstandmg of the rclauonshlp bctwccn sport and the First: World War In ihis’_' R

inlluential sixty years period, major changes and shifts of cmph;ms occurrcd in th arcnas of .+ -

education, polili’cs, literature, sport, philosophy and religion that would help shépc the nation‘s’ ‘

response @ the Great War of 1914-18. Accordingly, this chapter ‘will address itsclf to those

aréa's of Victorian society which impinge directly upon the central subject matter of.this‘.-stﬁd)—'."
T will adopt a three-ticred approach investigating the role of the public scho()]'s in ildchu‘ﬁ'ing ‘
and synthesising common clements 01" sport and warfare in the mnctccnth ccmur\ ‘L_hc
education of the lower, or working classes of the nation, to discover any lmkx here belwccn~

sport. ana warfarc, and thirdly, a review of the state of the army between th¢ cnd of ;h¢
Crimean War and the onset of hostilities in the Second South African War, pay'iﬁg‘bar.ticular'
attention to its adoption and valuation of sport and physical training. :

As the suegests, this chapter will introduce two characters who won Lhc_‘adr'niration
of all tr  “-itons ‘furing the nineteenth century,” and who were 'dcslincd 'Ld_carry.;thcir
steréotyped image all the way into the First World War. "Thomas Atkins' became Lhc"id'cr'nj[y :
tag for Britéin's '‘unknown soldier' after the Duke of Wclliﬁgton had’immorlélisc@i .h.im"
following the battle of Waterloo. .Congratulatfng his brave troops after the vicLbry, the Duke
came across a mortally-wounded private in ohe_-_of his regiments, who w>as close to death.
Seeing the pity in the Duke's eyes, the soldier is reputed to have said "Never mind, Sir, it is all

in:the day's work". That private's name was Thomas ‘Atkins, and British soldiers hence have
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beeome knOWn by ﬁicénds and eneics. alike as :Tommies'.f Tom' Brown was.‘ Hughcs;
rclrcthg charactcr creauon in -his hu;cl\ suece%xful and mflluermal novcl of lifc in the I‘HOS aL’, i
_Rm_.bv publrc school.?”: Hrs name, too becarm adopled as rcprcscmanvc of all Lhose 4worlh) i, -
character trmls lhal ought lo be posscssed bv the voung pubhc sehoolbov sportqman Both. '
charauers rnd Lhcrr own drstmcl nmetccnlh cemurv umverscs Bolh were dcsuned to be -
*,cclcbralcd b\ namc or by dced in. Lhe cnsumg World War, of thc Iwemrelh eenlurv As Sueh -
- .Lhcx are: bolh cmmeml\ 1mportanl as rcpreecnlanvcs oI Lherr rcspcctrve “classes, 5chools SpOI’[S‘ .
and ranks Wuh lhrs in mmd (hese two basuons of BrrLrsh romantrc palrrotrsnrwrll assist in *
' _broachm0 an answcr to. lhal q'uesuon rarsed in Lhc mtroducuon - why were sporls and war’
:rclalcd at a11 in the modcrn Brmsh soucty ol lhe Lwcnuelh ccnlury°
- Thc openmg decadcs ol thL nlnetecnth century had wuncssed somcthmg of a-.f N
B 'translormauon m cducanonal ureles in Brrtam as thc fman(,rallv asccndam mrddlc classes
"stroxl/e {o match thcrr growmg mtrusron mlo Lhe pohtrcal powcr crrcles of Lhe natron wrlh emry:',
mto lhe clrte xoual crrcles of Lhc1r pecrs Whrlst thcrr newlv acqurred wealth could not buy.
‘_llhem anstocrauc hcrrtage it could procure therr sons a place at Lhose scats of learnmg at whrch v
’v"thc upper classes educaled lherr own malc heirs - the pubhc schools Efforts to defme these .
'Arnctrlutronc are fraught erh comphcatrons Orrgmally founded to offer educauon to promrsmg i,
_‘.seholars from poor famrhes the), had b) Lhe mneteenlh cemury been usurpcd by the
fee paymg offsprmg of Lhe arrslocracy and landed genm ' In ths regard Lhere is. some elemem .
':of accuracy ‘in Sydne) Smuh S descrrpnon of these schools bemg 'an endowed placc of»

- educatron of old standmg 1o whrch Lhe sons of. gemlemen resort in con51derable numbers and'.

'where thev commue to resrde from - erghl 10 erghteen years “of age' 4 However Baker )

"'_‘_-']oquacrous descnptron has an advantageous accuracy afforded by hmdsrght and is perhaps‘

LOVTPs Week[y "vol.24, no: 620 (26 Seplember 1914) p.362.
© ¥Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown's Schooldays (Lahdon: Macmillan, 1856). :
-2 Janet Roebuck, The Makmg of Modern Englrsh Socjety from 1850 (London Routledge &
'Kegan Paul, 1973); p.40. .
* Sydney Smith, "Remarks on the System of Educatlon in Pubhc Schools™”, Ed‘ nburgh Rev:ew
' vol 16 (August 1810) p 326 -in P Mclmosh P E.in England p:16. '
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“more revealing

«called “putlic” schools' because -they had' originally .beer founded in' the
.dxslant past.as charitablc institutions, for the-education of bright: but poor boys, ’
these schools. were an)lhmg but publm Rich parents happily paid large sums . .
‘to have their sons cxposcd o, the niceties of Latin and Greek, the advantages of
uscful connections, and the possnbnhuds of maturation in a: loosclv structured”

" environment: ‘Life at . the public schools was caarse~ and “ofteén  brutal.
I)xscxphnc was lax. Bovs moqu\ govcrncd themsclves by means of lhcn own'.-
' pcckmg ordcr .of authorm oldcr bovs buthd newcomers: mcrulcxsl)

e - L :
Dcspnc lhls state of affaxrs mlhm thc schools {hc dcmand For rcmdcnual Lducauon at Jll‘sl
such an msuluuon conunucd -lo mcrcasc N01 “all- soua]l\ ambmous parcn;s howmcr (_ould.
. ’_afford 0 pa\ 1hc fccs for Lhcn boys lo aucnd onc oF thc nine”’ ngal pubhc schools }<or, these’
' pcoplc a &w:fl allcrnauvc was ncccssar\ A \’HF]CI\ af facsmnlc msmuuonx was thc prdm.pl;t
rcmcdv to Lhc. 'chmand Though dlffcrmfz in donsutdudn and o-mgm 1n many cases. -lhcsc"'z‘?
. 50~ callcd proprlclor\ schools oflcn cmulaled lhc ‘oulward Lrappmgq of pubhc school hfe and-_f
._kecn]v embraccd lhosc valucx hcld up as admlrablc bv their bctlcrs Undcr Lhc ﬂrm and'*
‘»forlhrlght lcadcrshlp ol" hcadmaslcrs mam of whom had bccn dlrcuh mflucnccd bw Arnold s
. wxdcl\ commcndcd blend of rchg1on and cdusauonal moralm many ofdhcsc schoolc gmw lO‘
_match, and ev-cn»nval Lhc ongmal nine i rcpulauon and popularnv 'Whilsl. Lhcsc l‘esscr.'.-
pubhc schools 'wi full\ adomcd {hc Lradmonal (rade- marks o!" a pubhc school framcwork T
dmnune fee paying boardcrs cncouragmg sclfﬂgovcrnmcnl amongsl Lhc bovs and basmg 1hc'_ -

curnculum ﬁrml» around the: classms - nowherc wcrc Lhc grcal pubhc school pracllccs morc

eagerly adopted lhan on lhe gamcs pnches and the pla\mg ficlds.

P W1, Baker Sports in Lhe Weslcrn World p. 120 S S -

- ¢ These were the seven boarding and1wo day schools examined by’ the Clarcndon Commxssnon
between 1861 64,.and are: Eton, Winchester, Harrow Westmmster Rugbv Shrewsbury
Charterhouse, St.Paul's and Merchant Taylor's. .

’ For a more detailcd breakdown of the individual nature and otigin of Lhcse schools, sce . de
S.Honey's Tom Brown's Universe. The Development of the Enghsh Public School in the
Nmeteenth Century (New York: Quadrang]e 1977) chaplers one & two: ’ :
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bam(,s wcrc b\ no mcnm new m the Vlcmnan pnb]m schools -a Lmkcl SCOTC exists for
Ca Wmchcstcr sLhooI mnl(h from as car]\ as 1746, and other C\’]dCI]CC rccords that l"oolball
rowing’, l]l;ll}i:}g and .n'lhcr lus savonr_\' ‘(and,oltcn 1llcgal) acu_vm'cs .wcrc all frcqlxcnl pasumcs
' ol' Lhc ‘pub-lic scnooiboy' lwcll”bc.f'orc the ,"18505.‘; Thp Limamatic unsurgc ‘in kgamcs al Lhc sohools ,
: dllrlm. th 18505 and ()Os lhcn was nol.duc“lo their novéh).f."but lohllq_cir lncw aécc;ptibilipy' in‘l
; lhc cvcs oI lhosc in dmrgc of Lhc schoo]s | Thfc.. rcalisatbn daWncd amongst nlaslcrs 'and .
: hcadmaslc.rs of Lhc Vnuonan pubhc schoolx [hal gamcs could bc uscd 10 not only gain control
../ovcr Lnoxr of[cn unruh chargu but also as a, Loo] by Wthh« bovs could be groomed for
_.ulmnshlp and pllb]l(_ scrvm Thc trammg and dcvclopmcm o( lhc young bo» S characlcr ‘in
. lordcr 1o’ bcfn h1m 1o acccdc o hlS advantagcous placc 1n soucl\ had alwavs bccn an aim o{ lhc
| g:schools but graduallv undcr Lhc mspnrcd lcadcrshlp of such notablc hcadmaslcrs as Tcmplc
-“.-Couon Thrmg Vaughan and Almond games wcrc mcorporatcd into Lhc schools curmulum
" for, moral and cducauonal purposcs Admlrablc chara(.tcr ‘manlincss and prcparauon for thc
su.rncr Lhallcngcs of hfc bcyond schoo] b0unds wcrc now Lo bc accomphshcd not only by
' bullymg and Lhe tradmonal thrashmg bul b) 8xper1<:nc1ng and cndurmg Lhc hard knocks and
" good ]cssons Lhat camc from a, wholcsome and manly game of IoOLball or crxcket Ruggcd 1n
pracmc and dldaCUC in purposc such addmons 10 the school curnculum won approval From .
. both cducators and pupds ahkc' 10 By placmg Lhc orgamsatmnai aspcct of games f:rmly wnhm :
thc control of lhe boys buL culuvaung and cncou_ragmg par[:cnpatlon through lhe emp]oymcm
.of mhlcucally compclcnl mastcrs Lhc publxc schools and lhelr 1m1La10rs belleved that Lhelt
puplls were drav;/mg mammum beneflts from thls new educauonal approach Termed vanously
) muscula; Chnstlanny ) thc games cult | r,v athlct1c15m thls 1dcology pcrmeated Brmsh
-, qocxct) lhroughout ‘the mncleenth ccmur) cnforcmg the smple lmear equauon games buxld

s Mcintosh, P. E.in England p: 22 25. -
. * Ardetailed review-of. the role of games.iri the educatlonal lhmkmg of the latter four i men -

constitutes a central part of Mangan S work Ath]etmsm in the Victorian and Edwardlan Pubhc oL

“School. .. ~
10 Mangan has shown that athleticism progressed at dlt”ferent rates amongst Lhe schools w1th1n .
his stiidy, but that the overall trend was one of i 1ncreasmg acceptence of the new 1deology '
Athleumsm in thc Victorian and Edwardlan Pubhc School, passim.
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Lhrrraucr‘.” \uch was lhc mflucnu of gamizs within the sahools b\ 1864 lhnl the Rmal
(ion’rmissiorr appoimcd 1o l_nvcsllgalc the s’latc of public ‘sLhOOl cducation pmd-lhcm

considdrable attention, and was.able 10 express considerable satisfaction that -

the- (,ncku and Tootball ficlds arc. not merely places “of exercise -or’
amusamcm lh(‘\ help to form ‘some of the most valuable social qualitics and
manly virtues and th\ hold .a drxuncl and important placc in Publlc School ‘
Pduaalron e - : '

Tha rcporl (ommucd mlh the acooladc Lhat .lhc schools "lovc of healthy sporrs andIC\crusc
was onc of thcrr ] ﬂjOl’ LOI]Ulbll‘UOI]\ lo lhc forpralron ol C\ccllcrn I—nghsh nauonal -
charaucr 1 Thus mlhm a me formalrvc purod Lhc pJa\mg hcld had altcrcd from a plagc ol'

| ldlC rcarcauon and. largclx purposclcss pastime lo-an arena in whrch lrIc S major lcssons cduld |

bc lcamcd : thlhcr i'n Lhc scrummagcs on Rugbv s Brg .Sldc; ‘or ballmg on lhc Uppcr.al
Uppmgham drnbblmg thc bal] along the covered Llorstcrs of Lharlcrhousc and Wcstmmslcr 3
facmg up to Lhe bowlmg on Harrow s Hill, or 9Loppmg a forward rush-on Loretto's Pmklc ‘
Mams Lhc voung publrL schoolbow was devclopmg hrs characler 10 facc Lhc mals of Lhc grcarcr‘
' gamc of lrfc Tcam sporls (aught ]ovalt) consrdcrallo i "nd sclflcssncss whrlst srmultancoush
gcneralmg couragc strcnglh and pluck Self - govcrnmcnl of lhc gamcs b\ the boys encouragcd,
responsrbrlu) and laulnalcd thcrr abrlmcs 10 both lcad bv ckamp}c and, obcy wnh dc!crcncc_
chulauon of Lhc sports broughL wuh 1[ an apprecratron Ior order good form and fair. pla)

vaove al] Lhe gamc was 10 bc plavcd to lhe ulmosl of one's abr}mes - wmnmg was (] bc.
accepred wuh humrlrt) and defeat wuh an unembmered mtegrrty At all umes the playcr was '

' Lo bchovc hrs status as a. gcmlcman Thesc wcre Lhc esscnual clemans Lhat wcre bclreved {o

u It is not the mtentron of ths studv {0 enter into a )cngthy debale upon lhc subtle: drfferences
--and nuances that make cach one of these'terms unique;, ramer than synonymous. For the ,
purposes of - this study, the term athlcucrsm wrlL be prefc[:ed and wrll be defmed a. lmle latcr

", in this chapter.

* 12 Report of Royal Commmsron on Publrc Schools 4864 p. 40 inJ.G. Dr)ron el al Landmarks
in_the History of Physical I:ducauon (London Routlcdge & i\cgan Paul, 1969). p 178 '
b Quoted in, McImosh P.E.in I:ngland p 49
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accrue: l‘.rorn p'rrt‘icipation: in tcam gamcq 'at thc"'public‘. schools. Slgmfrcantly thesel
tharaelertstrts were held 1o mould the boy for latcr life, lostcrmg patrrotrsm and preparmg B
.' him for any moml or mrlltary bntllcs homav haveto.lacc. Togcthcr, they will be taken 1o
jtomprrse tht 1dcolog\ ol alhlctrusm lor thc purposes ol thts stud\

Wrthont doubl the plavmg ﬁclds ol British sthools in thc lattcr half of the mnctccnth |
century wcere v1ewed ax trammg grounds lor thc battlclrcld: of the Pmprrc Thts is attcsted Lo
b\ a wealth of prrmar). source matenal brought 10 lrght by some lcadrng rescarehcrs in thc ftcld /
trnd the 1dcolog1cql tran<lcr¢has bcen cneapsulated and cxplamcd by Gcoll rey Bcst in terms of.

‘ '\thc cduc,auonal t_hcory of sport. He notc'§ that the tcam spirit cncouragcd in games dcveloped a
fl“ecling ol.corpora‘tc mempcrship, loyalty and ,dcvotron\ Whlch,’ in ,turn, matured naturally and
easrl\ mto trammg for the ultrmatc team your-country'é.armylig‘ltting for"national survival.
Bc«t pomts out'that -thc » loyalty Syndrome whrch was such 4 prodrgrouq part of - the publtc;
.sehool cthos began wrth loyalty 10 yonr house and rosc through IOyalty 10 your sehool (a
: paradr;,m of. the natron) 1o loyalty to your eountry, larth and leaders”.'* A number of other
mcrdcnts in these most formatrve years arded and abetted the growth of a mrlrtary co‘mponent

10 athlurcrsm In the lrterary world Thomas Hughes enormously mflucntral Tom Brown s
".Schoolday was'an early advocate of what was to becomc an mcreasmely popular carcer route -

:from swell to subaltcrn in the garrrsons of the expandmg Brrtrsh I:mprre On bemg asked for v

- ncws of hrs lrrcrtd Harrv Past Tom replres

l had a letter from hrm m February Just before he started to Jom hrs

S Thrs deflmtron was constructed after reference to two other srmrlar attempts that ol”
- 1.A Mangan in his Athleticisth in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School, and that of

- G.Redmond in "The Gospel in-the Colony. 'Muscular Christianity" in Nineteenth Century .
'Canada”, Proceedmgs of the IX International H.I.S.P.A. Congress, Lisbon, 1981, p.259.
, Redmond reviews and categorises the responses of some of the opponents to the 'games build *
“"character' movement’in “Alarm, Amusement and Contempt "Early, English Critics of Muscular‘f
Christianity ", a -paper presented at the N A S S H. Annual Conventron McMaster UmverSrty,
" Hamilton, 22-26 May 1981 S o

"~ 15 G Best, "Militarism and, the Victorian Pubhc School ", in- B SlI'ﬂOl’l and I Bradley eds The _A

- Victorian Public. School. Studres in the: Development of an qucatronal Instttutron (Dublm
' Grll & Macmrllan 1975), p 143. S .
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" regiment . : :
“He'll make a capual of ficer". :
"Ay. won't he”, said-Tom, brrghlcmng No [cllow could handlc boys better,
and | suppose «oldrcrx are very hkc boys.”
This ‘image. of the schoolbm sportsman soldrcr scrvmg hxs nauon overscas wis 1o bccomc a
cclebrated one in V}clonan prO\C and fiction alike." Thc realitics o( mllnar\ lifc werc brought
home morc practicallv Mrlnarv drrll was advocated for tise in the pubhc schools by a group of

prommcnl cducauonallsls and polmuanx headed b\ 1ord Flcho in 1860, and was actually

adopted in many of the schools, bolh new and o]d 1 Howcvcr it was the romantic and the

advcmurous 1magc of- war(arc and nor 1hc praclrcal side which dominated. This was
. mcxmcabl\ mlcrlwmcd with th rmagc of the omccr clacs promolcd and acccplcd by bolh the

pubhc schools and thc army in mrd ccnlur)

Mrlnarv hlslonan Pdward bplcrs has. summanscd rhc qurrrlcascnllal nature of m_c'
Vmorran nnlrlary clnc in terms of s pcrpctualron of. lhc dommam offrccr gcnllcman Lradmon
Noum_ Lhc cxcluswny of Lhc Brrtrsh offrccr c]ass hc commcnls An ofﬁccr had cnhcr o be
born and brcd and cducalcd as a gcmlcman or be preparcd lo acl and bchave like a nalural
gemlcman wuhm the confmcs of rcgrmcnla] QOUC[\ I-mbodrcd in 1hcsc cullural ‘and
bchavroural rcqurrcmcms were standards oi dress and dcporunem an unwmlcn codc of honour

and mtcgrm and absolutc conformalnon wnh thc cnquette of polnc souclv Thcsc soual E

almbutes were decmed ncmssar\ for n01 only mam{ainmg Lhc harmon\ and concord of lhc

~

offlccrs" mcss bul also for carmng lhc rcspecl and obedlcnce of thc ranl\ and ﬁle 1 Thc

codxfred socxa valucs ht-.l’d in such csteern by thc offrccr class descrrbed above were gcncrated in

) no small part by the publrc schooi Irfestylc In both rnsmunons admrssmn was not depcndenrl

-1¢ Thomas Hughes, Tom BroWn s Schooldavs (1857 rpr Harmondsworth Pumn Books

1977), p.276.

_ '"'Reinforced in fiction;: for mslance by erham Johnston S One of Buller s Horsc A Tale of
. the Zuiu Campaign, (London:, Thomas Nelson and Sons 1900) My thanks LQ P. and I Beedxe

_ for making this material available to me. . T, | I
1 'McIntosh, P.E. in England; p96 R ' ~ S

P

'_: 19 Edward Spiers,- The Afmy*and Society 1815-1914- (London Longman 1980) p. 1 Thrs )
-7 summary is quite in accord with other hrstorrcal exammanons of the Brmsh ot"frcer corps for
. . this perrod | 4 -
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on technical merit, but on one's ability to conform: to the behavioural, social and financial

expeclations of those already holding power. Just as there were increasing efforts to maintain

i

the 'class bias within the public school system during the latter half:of the century,?® so the

military clitc fought a rearguard aclion\'immcdiatcly after the Crimean'War to protect their -

hcrilngc of power by righ( of privilege. Rcml"orccd unul 1871 bv thc arehatc purchase s\slcm

' b\ \&hlth officers! eommmnons were boughl zmd sold bv the wcqlthw and titled, Lhe soual

composmon of the officer corps was rcsolulcly dcfendcd and rauonallv promotcd bv ns

supporters in both- politics and ‘lhc armed forccs. ln 1836, _For‘mstance the Dukc of.

Wellington informed a Royal Commission that n.c.0.s Apromot.cd‘ frorh the ranks' ...do not

R

" make good officers; it docs -not answer. They are brought into a 'socicly to Lhe manners ovf A

which .Lhc'y."arev not” accusiomed”.?’ The. Duke had 'bc'cn. ably supporlcd by the

o

Adimant-Gcneral's statement 4in 1840 to the effect L-ha[ Tt is the proud charaucnsue of the -

Brmsh Army . that 115 ol ﬁccrs are. gemlcmcn b) educauon manncrs and habm' 1 Clcarly all .

'

Lhrcc of these componcnts were. atlamable at ‘the Bl‘lllSh pubhc school The ;trans.fer‘, of boys

T

,'from,lhcse institutions into the army was Lhus a major source of ,ol”ﬁcor material lhroughoul.:,

lhc'nincleenth"centnry.” S Co : S L

Vlmmc‘diately l”ollowin'g the Crimean War ho’wc\»cf' ‘there arose a popular challengc' to
[hC tradmonal passane of the pnv;leged from boardmg school 1o ofl’lccrs mess. Pntcrmg thc
.arm); dlrecL f;om,pllbllc school potenual ol“flcers werc notorlously 1gnoranr m matLers of . ;

.nnlitary- ’eduoation‘ Those who entered the forces via the Royal Mllnary Academy‘ ar -

Sandhurst had Lhelr short commgs in sc1ence and mathematlcs equally exposed They were the

3

;vproducls of an educauon systcm whose curnculum revolved around the study of Lalm and‘

...................

’

“L 0B, Slmon The Two Nanons and the qucanonal Structure 1780 - 1870 (London :‘,L'awre"nc‘e' &

Wishart, 1974), pp. 318 323 324

¢ ’.Spiers, p.3. " ‘ ' ' »

** Quoted in Gwyn’ Harnes Jcnkms The Arm) in chtorxan Socxg (London Routledge & ;3

-Kegan Paul;1977), p.16.

. As indicated in Harries-Jenkins, "Table 14'- Known Educahonal Insntuuons Attended by

, Succcssful Army Examination Candidates During the Period 1855-67", p.139,-and similiar .

. " tablesin T.W. Bamford Rlse of the Publxc Schools (Londorr Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1967)
e pp- 209- 219

‘



(anck "md as lh(‘ vears mcd usmpulsor\ tcam games. Thcsc prcpar'alions were adcqu;uc S0

long "as - the army conlinucd 10 sdu.l LS olhccr rurmtx on the cri[cri01i of” Lhanucr

'

dcvolopmcm rather lhan lmclluum] accomphshmcnl@ lor n\ Hamcx lenking rcmarkx Thc,

-central wltural values, to the' lOld] L\(_lllSIOl] o{ conxldcmnon\ aboul \OLallOnal or pro[cxsloml

need« " Thls muauon was most {1pp.1fCIll o lhosc aspxrmg to break thc uppcr dasx monopol\

wuhln lhc service, and wnsldcmblc C\lcrnal Iorcc was broughl o bcar lhrough pubhshud lcucrs

bLfOl’C‘ mformmg its rcadcrx: L o

5

+ The noblcsl army ever sent from these shorc» has bgcn sacrlﬁccd 1o lhc grosscsl

m1smanagcmcm Incompetency, lerhargy . .aristocratic . hauteur, ol"ﬁual" )
indifference, faveur. routine’ pervcrsuncss and stupfdity rcmn rcvcl and riolin "~
the camp bcIorc Scbastopol w0 . . '

’

A few hurrlcd orgamsanonai changcs were qumkl\ mmatcd Of lhcsc, the ‘most ,sign{ﬁcam .

~ '

. wcrc thc mtroducuon of compcuuvc cmrancc cxammauons for potcntlal ofﬁccr rccrum at

cssumal Oh_]LCll\ cs of lhg publu xghool &nd thc Umvcrsll\ WCTL ..the lransmxsslon ol a body 01 o

T

' and pamphlcts and dxalo;uc in‘the prcss The Tlme.s did n01 even wan “until.the cnd of thc war '

Sandhursl and Lhc Roya] Mx]uar\ Acadcm\ Woolwxch Thls rockcd thc very Ioundauons of .

Lhc tradmonal ofﬁccr rccruumcnl paucrn Ior i opencd up Lhc prOspccl for voung men tramcd '

' m a uumanan and mcmocram cducallonal system 10 acccdc LO Lhe posmons ‘of ofﬁccrc m thc

Brmsh armv sLep< werc Lakcn lo rcdrcss Lhc ba]ancc 1mmed1ately One. contcmpor\ ofﬁccr

) Wrote _i,ndignanlly .

. ,An a.rulleryman should be ab]c to undcrstand the prmc1plcs'§f‘ gunncr) but- ,
- .will-any exammatlon discover whether he has.activity of body, proﬁcnency in
“field | sports, and quahﬁcanon for commandmg men? - threc ' other
' characterlstlcs of almost equal 1mportan<.c to the artilleryman in the field, bit
Wthh are unfortunalclx prec1selv those - whxch ‘the succcssful candldalc of a

2 Harnes Jenkms p117 S ' o .

L The szes 3Fcbruar\ 1855 in Harrxes Jenkms P 130
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public.cxamination open to the whole world is least likely 1o possess.?*

These sentiments were 1o some extent quashced by the eynical reminder that ;

. The public cannot forget that the righl to appoint incompetent boys on the -
. stalf has been hnhcrlo claimed as almoc.l csscntxal to the vcr) cxistence of the

‘British’ Arm)

Nevertheless, the army 'rearguard’ fonght a gallant defence of their right to select the public
. I'4

_'schoolboy trained in games vraLhcvr than scientific lore. Sir John Burgoyne in‘Al_lgusL of 1857

‘re-emphasiscd the vital placc that sports-and games held as a criterion for successful soldicring:~

At a public school will be found onc-set-6f boys, who apply to their studies,
and makc the greater progress in them, another set take to cricket, boating,
fives, swimming &c. Now, of the two, l should decidedly prefer the latter, as
much more likely ta make good officers, but they are Lo be absolutely rCJccted
- and for ever, unless they can come:up to the mark in other matters whxch afe -
-of no absolule usc to-them m thcnr professxon e : '

Howcvcr 1hc campalgn was far from losl Rcmforccmems were about 10 bring relxcf fom a .’

- vanctv ol" sources.’ Onc MaJor General Portlock whnlst sympalhxsmg with Sir John S thcme

fclt he had donc lhc publlc schoolbovs lmlc credit by his’ dIVlSlOﬂ of them into: two mutually' l
' exclusive catcgorlcs of - scholars and athlctcs .' Portlock. basmg'-hls rauonalc on his own
- experiences behﬂmd thc venerable walls of Tlvcrton concluded that thcre were not. two but _

. .Lhree classes of publxc schoolboy at large

e Anonymous contributor to a collection of papers. and letters on mllltary education at R.M A,

Woolwich, housed in the Royal Engincer Corps-Library, Roval School of M1lltary Englneermg

. Brompton Barracks, Chatham, England p. 9 . _ i
"*? Daily News, 23 April 1857. ' . A

_** Sir John Burgoyne. Army Reform, n.p., 1857, p.10.



A

7

1. A very small one, of boys who attend only to thair studies, and
being of timid character, take no part in school games. -

2. A much larger class, who trusting to considerable Tmaural talents,! ot
are less industrious than the first class. but vet often rise to the
highest distinction both in.mental and physical .mcomp'hshmcms-
boys, in fact, who possess sound and active bodies combined with
sound and active minds: and - -

A Class dull in mind. sometimes active in body. samétimes as slow
in body as in mind, and very frequeitly the greatest bullies and the
mosr discreditablemembers-of the community.**

()

Pon]ock s secret: wmpou was, howcvcr a ltllLl' from thc Headmaster of Harrow, I)r Charles ~ _

aubhan whnch he glccfull) reproduced in futl to eupporl his case for lhc publlc scboo].onu:r

being a voung man possessed Gf envious qualmcs - m_ens sana in corpore sano.

At Harrow it is thOughl almost dlscrednable noL Lo p]ay and pla\ wcll at some
-game. And 1.dm ~very happy to say that very many, if not almost all, of our
most successful scholars have been great also in the school games...No-one
~ need be afraid of an army of :bookworms from Harrow. The few boys who
' could thus be. dcccnbed will never offer lhcmselves as SO]dlCl’S 3 -

-

Chamelcon-like, the public schools: would adapt 10 Lhc'chaqung_cs_placéd- before them rather

" than yield their prestigious placcs_iﬁ Bfitish socicty : . -

The new regulauons wxll only have the cffect of giving you the'same raw
“malerial a little better manufactured than hcretoforc “You will have bold brave ~
boys offering themselves for the army as before, only they will be a lmlc bcucr ot
equ:ppcd mtcllectually 3

- One way in which the schools could brcpare their pupils for entry into t'he officcr.corps was the -

\

** Major- General Portlock, Reform or No Reform for thc Army: That is thc Question - .
(London: Edward: Stanford, 1858). :

3¢ Charles Vaughan to Major- Gcncral Portlock 10 Octobcr 1857 in Porllock npagc

1 Portlock npagc
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lmmauon of Atmy' or Modcrn sides 1o the Lurmulum which were parncularly well dcfmcd
at Fton and Harrow and the crop Of new pubhc schools 1ncludmg Wellington, Chflon
Cheltenham aﬁd'Marlbomugh.” In 1863, for inslancc. Lhc modern side at Marlborough catered

for 276 b6ys, nearly half of the schdol's total. Rossall adopted a similar curriculum. As the

Headmaster of Marlborough stated, this sysiem succeeded in being vocational and utilitarian,
whilst rcfaining all the advantages of public school life"."" At the same time, the army

establishment was not about to relinquish its traditional source of officer materialmerely tq -

cater to public dpinio’n. Harries-Jenkins illustrates how the regulations governing the marking

o .

of the entrancc examinations sustained the_public school bias. Candidates at Sandhurst sat

several papers, 41ceaing o score 900 marks from the optional séction, which-included classics,
modern laggua'gcs, history and ‘natural science. The classics paper carried a total of 3,600

° marks. All the other papers_carried only 1,200 cach. A similar weighting was cmployed at

RN -~

- \)Vbolwich under the 1868 regulations, again allowing-he classically -edutated public schoolboy a

-

_distinct advantage over his vocationally-cducated middle class competitor.’* -

The effect of all these machinations was. to-affect an ifnage of change while largely

retaining the. status quo. -Despite calls for increased professionalism within officer ranks, the

ideals valued by the-army w_crg still those traits of character which were trained in the closed

_communities of _the public schools, -and which were sgen to originate increasingly from the
- games ﬁcld. An officcr was slill expected to -bc an amateur and a gentleman prior lo bccoming

- a soldler 33 Though Punch could call sartorlcally for the devclopment of "The Fme Young

- I:nghsh Ofﬁccr As He Is To Be" “the criteria for hlS selecuon contmued. to be a combmauon of
those physical qualmcs ‘cclebrated in stanzas three and four, togethcr with the possession of a

" characterrmoulded in one of the count_ry's 'bet‘t'er' schoois :
© 1 ].Gathorne-Hardy, The Old School Tie. The Phenomenon of the Eng_xsh Public School
- '_(Ncw York: The Viking Press, 1978) p.101. ‘
2 'Quoted in Simon, p.303. - o : . 'i.
** Harries-Jenkins, p.141. - - |
" 35 Correlli Barnett notes, "Recruitment of offlcers from a. homogenOUS social class gives a
ready -made homogeneity to the officer corps.. If that class also placds high value on courage,
- hardihood, and leadership, a ready- made military quality is also imparted to the officer corps”,
"The Education of Military Elites", Journal of Contemporary History, vol.2 (July 1967), p.19.




The Fine Young English Officer As He Is To Be

1 sing of one whom now that we've begun to cducate
The Housce of Commons lately made the subject of debatc
Whose qualities cach member vied with cach to numerate
And what their fancy painted him I'll now proceed to state
“Tis the finc voung English Officer as he is to be - in time. -

His head so old on shoulders young with knowledge overflows
_Acquaintance with all sciences and arts its stores disclose
All books and in all languages by heart almost he knows
And he's able to write legibly, and what is more, composc
Lik¢ a wisc young Fnglish Officer, the reason of my rhyme.

Italian. French and Spanish, and Dutch, high or low he'll speak
Count Troy-weight like a Trojan, tell the time of day in Greek
And if to serve in India he be a chosen man, he
Will astonish all the natives in the-choicest Hindustanec

Like a polyglot young Officer, fit for the Muture time.

Nor arc his powers of body less Lhan are those of his mind

Quick eye, strong arm and foot so fleet as ne'er to-lag behind. -

Good lungs and constitution such as no fatigue can fecl .-

With iron nerves and sinews and a heart as true as steel ' S
Has this brave young Engllsh Offxccr lo' serve us in his pnmc L

A Centaur in his horsemanship, an Angclo to'fence.”
In every manly pastime he makes way, nor makes pretence |
* From battle-fight to fisticuffs good gcncralshxp he proves
]n glory's racc a winner and a "wunner” wilh the gloves
kae the p]ucky British Officer of past and present time.,

He can draw with equal credit an earthwork or a cheque
"Keeps a spotless reputation and accounts without a speck
Knows staff -dutics and horseflesh, can outbargain Greek-or Jew
Has ready wit at his command, and ready money, t00.
This accomplxshed Enghsh Officer, one, of the commg time.

 MORAL
" . Now all you fine voung officers who'd 'mi'nd yQur' ps and gs
The more you're like this picture the more your Punch you'll please

Fight then your best with ignorance, count folly as your foe
And while not less ornamental; far more useful you'll grow
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As befits the British Officer, ptide of the coming time.

A

The abolmon of purchasc was passcd by Royal Warram in 1871 af[er Cardwell s Bill had failed -
to pass through the House of Lords }-ew 01" thosc who undcrstood Lhe system of officer
recruitment and promouon mcludmg Cardwcll hrmself actually behevcd that abolition of
purchasc would drvcrsrf\ the socral composmon of thc omcer eorps Rl Por the most vocal and
unmformcd critics,. however, -this was somcthmg of a v;mory for memocracv As has becn
illustrated, in rcahly the rulmg elite ot" the country had mercly losL a baltle that was Lo win
them thc .war Rccruument for ofﬁccrs contmucd to, bc armcd at. the pubhc endowed, or
- proprietory schools - in 1891 the numbCr of entrants to Sandhurst furmshed by these schools
was still as hrgh as 255 out of a lotal of 339 avallablc places" " and Lhcse young ofﬁcers in turn
contmued to preach the mlhtary advamages lhat were to be rcaped from the playing ficlds.

-Headmaster Haslam of Rlpon School emphasrscd these vaIUCs in hxs Specch Day sermon of
]884 . S

Wellmgton sard that the playl" ields. of I:ton worl’ the battle of Waterloo, and
therc was no doubt that the training of the. English boys in the cricket and
“football field enabled them to-go to India, and. find their way from island to
_island in the Pacific, or to undergo fatrgumg marches in Egypt. Their football
- and cricket’ expcrrenccs taught lhem how Lo stand up and work and how to
_take and grve a blow W T s T :

v

Hrs sermmems were relterated in’ what can be vrewed as *Lhc ulumate poetlc expressron of the
mLerrelauonshrp of public. school athletrcrsm and warfare Henry Newbolt s Vitai Lampada

-The followmg stamas emphasrse the posmve trarxsfer of experlence which supporters of

................... -

_3" Punch J uly/August 1857 recordcd in the Royal Engmeer Corps Lrbrary Royal School of
- Military Enginering, Brompton Barracks, Chatham, England.
37 Robert Woodall, "The Abolition of Purchase in 1he Brmsh Army H_i'sto'ry Today, vol.29
(1979), p.684. e U L. ,'
3% Barnett, p.27. . 7 : ’ ' ’
* Quoted in J.A. Mangan "Class Cultural Hegemony and the Insutuhonahsatron of British
* Games", a seminar paper presemed at the Umversrty of Alberta Edmomon Canada, March
1983. .

o
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athleticism believed served the British cause throughout the colonial battles. and. skirmishes
i ’ - -

which became known as 'Queen Victoria's Little Wars'

There's a breathless hush in-the Cigse tonight -
. Ten to make and the match to win -
A bumping pitch and a blinding light,
An hour to play and the last. man in.
And its n@¢ for the sake of a ribboned coat,
Or the selfish hope of a scason's fame :
But his Captain's hand on his shoulder smote -
Play up! Play up! And play the game!

" "The sand of the desert is sodden and red - .
Red with the wreck of the square that broke - - .
The Gatling's jammed and the Colonel dead, =~ .~ - 2
And the regiment blind with dust and smoke.
The river of death has brimmed his banks
And England’s far and Honour a name,
But the voice of .a schoolboy rallies the ranks
Play up! Play up! and play the gamel*¢ .

- -

Newbolt's rcnowned poem was wrmen in 1898 and should be seen as a rcpresemauve rathcry R

than an atypical viewpoint. Thc §Ch001b0\ sportsman soldxcr pamouc and manly in hls game”
outlook upon adversm was by now a Iamlhar 1mage and was dcsuned to survw&to al 1casl the
outbreak of th&‘ First World War Its~tcslhcnce -wWas such thal even after the- humlllaung

reverses endured bv lhe Bnush forccs in Soulh A!rlca durmé Black chk'“, and thc bloody

[

defeat at Splon Kop on 24 January 1900 one- Captam Caxrnes was su]l conﬁdent]v advmng the.

-young military aspirant that ' prommence m athleua excrc:lses is the surcst way to success" 4

. . :
.Cairnes was far from: alone in profcmng such advnce and as Bruam emcrcd mto Lhc :

Edwardlan age it was clear that Tom. Brown and frlend hasl mcarnatc were both flourlshmg

and well, and merely awaiting the greater call from coumry:'and_, frorn ‘ng.

s H_Newbolt, Poems Old and New, 1912 o R
+41 10-15 December, 1899. ‘ ; ' :
41 W E Cairnes, Social foe in‘the Brmsh Army 1900 in Hames Jenkms p 96

Wal

4
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Thc ovcrvrcw of the mrlrlar) clrtc S. dcpcndcrrac upon lhc publrc %chool@ for the provrsron of the
LO”CC[ tvpe of young of( icer mdrcatcd clearly that as athleticism grcw in slrcngth and ..
popularm dcsrrablc military Lharaucr Lraits were hcld morc more Lo be- inculcated on ‘the
‘gamcx ficld. Sporls thus were accordcd an csscmral parr in Lhc clomng and grooming of youngv'
'Tom Browns' [or the army. cqlabhshmcm -and morc than’ 6 OOO ex* pubhc schoolbov officers
saw scrvrcc in lhc\skond bouth Afman (Bocr) War “ In ordcr Lo prcqcnt a balanccd natronal ':
pruurc howcvcr 1[ wrll be necessary 10 cxammc whal rolc qporl playcd in the cducauon andv '
‘ .mrlrtary cxpcrrcncc 0(.\rha{ other mamstay of. the: Brmsh Army Tommy Atkins'.
o Just as the posl Crrmcan cra was onc of changc for the publrc schools Y] 11 was for thc

(ilucauon and mr]rtarv lrfc of lhc poorcr classcs erh rcfcrcncc to the lalrcr onc obscrvanl )

_ c]crgy'marr,_thc Revcrcr_rd Henry ;P,Wrrght-. commcmcd 2

- &

hrthcrro thc uppcr classes had mcrclv rcgardcd so]drcrs as mstrumcms for
’ ‘kecpmg down riots’ and 'for frgurmg at reviews'; "the public’ he claimed, -had -’
looked upon soldrcrs as fitted only for 'swearing., drinking, and frghung “The "~
war - had - altered | these 1mprcssrons - From - the " wartime - .correspondence
" published in-the press 11 was apparem Lhar rhcse gallant soldrers ‘had souls to
be saved'.**. . . : A

Of partlcular mtcrcq to’ thrs study was lhe addrtlonal rccognmorr that soldrers had not only,

| -.souls to bc savcd but physrques Lo bc s[rengthcned As will be seen Lhough the developmenr_

of characlcr was not held 10 bc a maJor par[ of. trammg the troops ‘ '
Desprte the Rev Wrrght s‘emhusrasms Lhe nauon and the army commued to co exrst:

i in an uneasy atmosphere of mulua] mrsunderstandmg and drstrust fostered m no small part by

. f the carlrer practrce of brllctmg the troops on an unwrllmg pbpulatron, HoWever the Vrctorran o

'»pubhc demonstra{ed -a remarkable propensrty f or heapmg admrrauon and adulatron upon the_

vrclorrous army whrlst at the samc ume remammg 1gnoram of and hoslrle 0. rt -as an"

."“ A.H.H. Maclean The Pubhc Schoois and the: War in South Afrrca i1 Brran Gardner The
"Public Schools: "An Historical Survey (London Hamrsh Hamﬂton 1973) p 207- 8
'_v“ Sprers pp 116- 117

H
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' inslilmion' Onc forcu.n obxcr\;cr wrote ol thls sllrangc paradm as, latc as 1901 "How._ lh%s ,‘
. ‘blmd glorification and wor%hlp o! Lhc Atmy wnlmucs L0 CO-Cxist \wlh the contemptuous chshkc-
- _ .
fell towards- lhc numbcrs ol it musl remain a problcm in the nallonal ps»cholop ) As an.
insllimlion_‘ ils slifzmatism dcrivcd ['rom‘lwo major SOUTCCS. hrsll_\ Iqs h%s bccn shown the
‘ofﬁccr Llass was alrﬁosl C\th%l\{_C]\ rcuuxlcd from the momcd landcd and/or anslocralic
dasxcs‘ and were Lhus dcpnclcd b\ those crm.w ualoux of lhcnr pr1v11cgéd asccndanu ;%
amalc.urs quuc mnhtarx]\ mcompctcm Sccondlv"[hc ncglccl and mallrcalmc'm of lhc‘armv by
euc(cssxvc Brmsh bovcrnmcms mcanl Lhal it was not a brlghl career prosbccl for the rccruu lO
the ranks. Im 1898: lhc'Ag,”uﬁ'c ,,)'car l,'ha[ brough-lv f'orlh~N_cwboI1\s, .Vitai .Lqmpgda wuh its ",_
glorifi.ca.tio‘n of ar_my‘pangc/z(e_ it was sl‘,ill bc_ing’\w'/nriucn that :

'

No tndmon is more ducpl\ rooted in Lhc mmds of ' the poorcr C]a%Cs in all,
parts of ‘the United Kingdom, than that Wh]Ch reprcscms cnllstmcm as Lhc lasl o
slcp on the downward carecr of a voung man.** . -

Until 1847, sxgmﬁg up had been for hfe or unu] reicasc by a m(l:dlAcal dlschargc L'e'gisla.tibnv 'in_--
‘lhlS )car rcduc,ed the commltmcnt only to 21 vcars 1in the 1nfanm and 24 in other. corps bul'
did nothmg to mcrcasc\'thc fl_ow of, men into the §crvxces. ln.1859 ghc Roval C‘ommlsslon on. .
"'rccruilir\i‘g was to‘.l'd "there are ._;/'cry.“ few. ;'nc;n_ whoA'c‘hlvisi for the love of be.i'ng a 'soll'djcr.; s a -
.l very rare exc%:plion " Mo‘ré commdn were lcss hohourafbie rﬁotivcs - "ihcv are slarvihz. bf lhcy ;
'have quarrcllcd wuh Lhelr friends, or their masters or lhcrc are cascs. of baslard) and all sorts‘
of. thmgs" & For Lhe next foru vears ‘repe‘atcd ofﬁmal cnqumcs reporLcd Lhat almost thhoul;

excepuon it was necessu) Wthh drovc men mto Lhc army

N

s Theodorc von Sosnosk» "England 'S Dangcr the’ }-uture of Brxtlsh Arm) Reform London :
1901, in Harries-Jenkins, p.6. -
4 H.0.Arnold-Foster, "The Army and the Governmem S Oppertumly The Nmeleenlh
Century, vol .42, 1898, pp.345-6 in Alan Ramsay Skcllcy The Vlctonan Armv at Homc
- (1.ondon: Croom Helm Ltd., 1977) p.244. p
Ik Report of the Commission on Recrumng 1861 p 2 m Skclle) p 248

o Skelley p. 248 .
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One way in which the army could attempt to circtlmvcnl its manpower shortag‘es was o

ower thc physical slandards rcqurrcd for cntrv In 1861 a mrmmum hcrght of 5 8" w’as :

/ u\

~ demanded. B\ 1870, this had fallcn to 5 4 o and in 1883 droppcd to its all time low o3’ 3" '

A mmrmum wcrghl of 115 lbs was also supulalcd m 1864 Thc implications‘ of thcsé

allcratlons arc summarrscd by Sl\cllcy

AU s clear, .therefore, that whrlc thc health and almost ccrtamly the physrcal
stattre of the Brrtrsh .people 1mproved markedly between 1856 .and 1899, the. -
.army was farced 1o lower: physrcal standards ih order to attract to the colours a
- slightly smal]er proportron of the natron 'S youth 4o

I

Thc author gocc on 1o revcal that in the pcrrod bctween 1890 and 1898, 26 - 0% ol" those'

cnhstcd Tarlcd to mect mrmmum hcalth requrrcmcnts at a trme when thc physrca1 standards

'wcrc at thcrr lowest ever.

" The dctcrroratron in thc phvsrcal quality -of thc recrurts necessrtated prompt action, and"

. in 1858 the Armv Samtary Commrssron strongly recommended that some form- of physrcal
: trammg be grven to the ranks ' Thc dccrsron was takcn to mcorporate a programme of
'gymnaqtrcs into the trammg or" cach’ recrurt and an omcer and twelvc n.c.o.s were sent to,

.Archrbald Mad aren’s rcccntly opened gymnasmm on thc corner of Alfred Street and Bear

\

Lane in O\ford ¢ MacLaren is'a most mfluentlal frgure in this era, and hrs views -on physrcal_

‘cducauon and trammg were wrdely admrred # Born in Alloa in 1819 or 1820 he had stu.dled

'fencmg gymnastrcs and some medrcme in Parrs and put the knowledge he had derrved into

practrce m Oxford upon hlS return where he opened a fencmg schOol and gymnasrum It was
his scrcntrﬁc approach to bodrly trarnmg and exercrse whrch attracted the mrhtary and their

icontmgent spent $ix monrhs wrth MacLaren before returnmg o the new army school of

gymnastics at Aldershot Together wrth them went MacLaren s frrst publrcatron A Mlhtary

A Skelley p.238.. . )
* Skelley, p58 ;"McIntosh, P.E. In England p.92.: ,
! Mangan, for instance, reveals Almond's tribute to MacLaren's mt"luence at Loretto in

- Athfeucrsm in the Vrctorran and Edwardran ‘Public. School p. 54

v
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'S\ steni of annasm P\cru\cs lor the’ Usc of lnslruuors ;md undcr lhc anouragcmcnl of
Malor T. Hammcr\]u lhl\ begame zhc arm\ 'S lmmmu mamml for thc ph\slcal memg ol ‘
rtecruits. Macl.aren mntmuul 10 support and promolc Lhc army's ph\sma] tmmmg anp*ugn o

:

wuh a scries of books and aruclcs pubhshcd Lhroughoul the 1860\ A Svstem of }anmg !0{1

the Use of lnsmxuors in 1hu Army (1864) arid A Scrlcs 0( l‘\CTLl‘sC\ for lhc Rc;ulauou Clubs _

186%) were Lombmcd wnh hns ﬁrsl book in, 1868 and pubhshcd as Lhc dclmmvc lcxlbook lor =

. th lrammg of Pnghsh \OldlCr\ o Thc C\Ll’LlHCS wuc almosl cnurt.l\ pcr!ormcd in, conjuncuon

wilh cquipmcm - homonlal bars ropcs wcxghtx and barbclls and lhc vaullmg horse amongsl,
e

- olhcrs - and were placcd very flrmi\ ini the rc mmcnlcd cducauonal half or Macl aren’s dlvmon
"of exercise: .T.he recreative side. whxch mdudcd school sporls and lcain gamCs wa§ not
considered of immediate: nqccssit)' 10 Lﬁc-ranks. This di'v,isioh o_I' spo’rts-b_\»' §oc1al qlass can be ™

-scen as one means by which $ocial incquality was fostered f'or militaristic purposes, and is a-

component of l-hcta’rgumcm advanc'cd hcrc: "...military obcdicncc would be impossib‘_lc were it

not lhat the bOldle comes. {rom the class thal is dccuslomcd to rcspnct and obcv the Llas< from '
which the ofﬁccr comes” ,“ Though Mac[ arcn admmed Lhal Lhc abllm 1o t"osler nauonal '

charactcr was valuablc bcwond compulatlo‘n" $$ their apphcablhlv to lhc armed foraes hc felt

..not onc of Lhcm has for object lhc dcvclopmcm of the body,-or cvcn th‘,:

to'be limiL'cd for "
{
glvmg of it, or to any’ parl of 11 hca]th or strcngth .And in ths as purcly rccrcame‘ exercw‘

lies [hCIT chiel valuc Lhc forgctfulnes< of sclf thc game bcmg al] m all”.** Thcsc ccmlmcnls
were evxdentl\ endorsed qunte happllv by the ofﬁccr class, who conunucd to send their sons.to' )
“the ga‘mes-playing pub!ic schools where thg gymnasxgmsf if Lhcy C.\'lS[C‘d at all, .toqk a sorr_y" ‘
- second place to th'cfcrickebt "piich.;a'nd Lhé foétball '_fie]d... . N |

-3 Mangan notes that he published six- artlcles in Macmtl/an s ‘Magazine belwecn 1860 and 1864
Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School, p.54. -

- 5 Ellen Gerber, Innovators and Insmuuons in Ph»sxcal Educauon (Phlladelphla Lea &

"Febiger, 1971); p.217.

** Sidney Herberl 10 Mr Raikes Currlt 25 Seplcmber 1857 in Harrles Jcnkms p.16.
- %" Mclntosh, P.E. in England, p.95:

% MacLaren; A S\stem of thswal Educatxon (O\ford The Clarcndon Press 1869)
‘Gerbcr p 18 L
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v

Mac] arcn 's .mflucncc waned in Lhc 1880s, and followmb hls dcalh in 1884 there. wcrcl :
somc C\pcnmcms wuh a s\slcm of drlll to music drawn [tom Lhc I)amsh Lcchmqucs of Nicls
Bukh ll was the chdlsh sysiem of gvmnastics and calisthenics, however, that gained most B
appmval and would be omcnallv 1ncorp0ralcd into the forccs in 1906. Thc adopuon of lhc
'ncw approach to rccruil Lhaihing was accompanicd by-thc prov’nsxon vof,'morc than'mghty new
g\mnasm and lhc army's [irst swnmmmg pool opened at Aldcrsho[ in 1900.*” The chdlsh '
system. instilled not only ﬁmcss and v:tahly into soldiers, bul certain moral dcvclopmems 100.
Discipline and obedience were the factors cmphasised by’_ the rcglmcnt.cd Swedish format, and
o v«./c-rc wcl_comcd"by ‘the | }ing]ish‘ -mih’tar\; instruclors‘ Howcvc’r> l”fcrh a comment- by
V'Su"rgcon-C‘aptain; J_R- ForrcslA in ].8964 it would appcar Lhat the .more tradluonal SO]dlCl"
. wcakncsscs lor alcohol anhung and women -were not easxl\ rclmquxshed for the benems of

" exercise (-

The whole system of physxcal trammg in Lhc Army is most carefully calculated .
to produce,-and does produce, men of the greatest physical vigour, and’it is not
the fault of the'system’that the Army hospitals are so full as they are. Fifty
per- cent of all the cases would not be there if soldiers wduld manfully
~determine rot to allow themselves to be led into any excesses of ANY KIND..
, They would be better men physically and mortally. The vicious man is never. an
— . athlete, and COnvcrscly the alhletc is always a well educated man.*"

" Towards the cnd of the century, a varicty of rcg'imemal sports and competitions begah to gain « -

'popularily arhonésl the troops. Such recreation for the ranks had been recommcndéd as early '

as 1836 by the Royal Comm1551on on Mlhtary Pumshmems ~who encouraged officers to_ '

.support thelr men in the playmg of manlv games', mentxomng m partlcular ﬁves rackcts

" cricket and football.** It would appear that Lms adv1ce was 1gnored until the tlme that such
pursuns ‘had bccome orgamsed msmuuonahsed -and 1mbucd w1th the ablhty 1o train, character
- *" Skelley; p.59.- _ ' R

** Surgeon-Captain J :R.Forrest, "The Soldxer S Heallh and How to Preserve.it”, Aldershot,
1896, pp.19-20 in Skelley, p. 60 .. :

3 F S.Turner, Gallant Gentlcmen A Portralt of- the Brmsh Offlcer 1600 1956 (London‘
Michael Joseph 1956) p.195: :




'Ccr[ﬁinl‘y 11 rr'as‘rrbl. likel):' l‘,hal‘l(rff:ibc:crs \{'Ollid.pa’rl.{lkc r;{ s.pvorll wm; ‘Lhcbir s‘ecial inferiors in the
' arnr.y A'b'cf'orc such Lirrre'lirrrl lh'cby rvere elqying,l.he_se’s-:rlme garrr‘res"\vz‘villr'lh‘cir‘ peers, and Hearl has
shown 'Lvhal- this ;}.i-lrl.d.lrdrl did not 'oeelrr'ir'r _l'h.c.rn,ilbirar}' Ira'ivnin‘g eslnblrsr’rnrcr]‘lé unlil"'thc.l%Os."”
N.cve:rl-hclclss s.ucrr»'irrriovation di(l alppcrr‘r in 1hc'a'rmr both’ al. ho’mc,ar.ulerr scrvice (‘)‘\.'crscas-.v
3 Thc ﬁrsl army boumz ehampronxhnps wcre held m 1893 whrlsl soccer matches bclwccn troops -

werc qu‘r.lc commorr zrrrd arm\ 1cams‘wcrc p]a\mg in the rombrll As;ouauon compcurrons
‘-cherlhelcsé gvmnasllcx rcmained the ofﬁual arm\ pracucc and continued l() be promolcd for :, :

;

rcasons of hcallh correction and Lhc 1nculcatnon of- drscrplmc I)urmg ‘the vual vCars bclorc
“the “}-’irst World War, then, spori as such wns still largely} Lhc preserve of the ofﬁcers; and n’ol
. Lhe ranks. Thxs drvan of rccreauon aecordmg 10 soen] ‘class was mrrrorcd in the formal

cducauon afforded 1o the poorer classes in Bmam

In lhc same¢ )car Lhat lhc'Clarcndon' Commr%lon vas. appomlcd the assislant3.
commrssroners mqurn into the” "Stalc oI Popular }ducauon m I—ngland pubhshed its Report
‘AL this: time in 18()1 there cxrsted no form of state- drrecled clcmemars edueatron for Lhe-
pepulace nor. w0uld lhcrc be unu] afler Lhc passmg of thc l-orster I-dueauon Act in 1870 Two
' major mdepcndem bodies altcmp[e’d to a]lcvrale-lhe cducauonal plight of, the poor - the Brrush
and -Foreign SLhOO] Socret\ and lhc Na[ronal Soeretv for lhe Pducauon of the Poor accordmg
"\lo Lhe Prmcrples of the Church of I-ngland ‘In 1833 -Parliamcim had supplem,c‘mc’d Lherr
: meagre budgets wrlh a gram of 20 OOO pounds and bv 1839 had provrded thc admrnrstratrve
) machmcry to. supervrse Lhc dlspensmg of these, and other mo‘mcs : Though- a number ofA _

mdrvrduals rccogmscd the desuabrhty oI the, chrldren wuhm these schools’ rccervmg somc;_

) physrca] ‘éxercise, llttle aClua] progress in [hlS arca was made. Mclmosh sugge_sts lwo reasons

- e Trevor Hearl Frgh{mg I-n ‘Some Military Inmalwcs in Physical Education in Brrlam 1800
LT - 1860", Proceedings of the Annual Confcrcnce of the History of Education Socrely of Grcat
*.‘Britain, Loughborough Umversrty 17- 19 Deccmbcr 1982, pp.59-62. ' .
s1Skelley, p.163. - .

S McIntosh P.E.in I:nglan . D 84
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lor [hls hrsll) hc cor‘nmcms‘.Lhal..thc.alroci‘.OUG condition .'ol’_Lhc scho’ols_ an'd.'lhc ‘abjécl
:'lgnoranu ol Lhc puplls many of whom were in-a state of gross undcr noumhmcnl duc to- lhmr'
poucn\'-smckcn.backgrounds. provldcd the would-be ‘cducators with many problcms ~m0ré

v.hlmdelalC lhdll a lack of physncal training. Sccondly, dcspllc a rccommcndalioh' frovm Lhc.>
- Pducauon Dcmrlmcm advocalmg the provmon of playgrounds {or these schools very few hacl
'any form.of cxcrciSc arca. In this situqlion,'lhough the I)eparlmcm in 1839 WasA able to
‘emphasise thal moral bcdél'il_arld character dévclopm'hcnt were bclic'ved‘,lo be. facilitated by
ihslrllcliion in phys‘ivcal cxcrcisc the realities of thé s'iluation oulwcighpd tlléif enthusiasms.** By
1861 it was clcar thal Lhcrc h.ad ‘been no dramatlc allcrauons Onc Commissionér recordcd his’

"obscrvauons an - the: schools of south west I-ngland whlch he had- vxsxlcd durmg his
mvcsugauon : :

The playgrounds auached 10. the Schools are’ of very slight uulm for any
pufpose of recreation beyond affording a place where “the children can.be :
" turned out between Iessons to'get a mouthful of fresh.air...In one or two places
“there is a. covercd shed, nommally for use in wect. weather. - The games played
, seemed: generally armless as though there: were no- one Lakmg any interest in
them or directing them - for good games ‘need to betaught as- well as good -«
‘lessons - and 1 do, not think that the encouragement of healthy athleiic sports e
~ such as ‘cricket. football, étc., has yet found the legitimate place 'in the .
* education of boys of thi§ class which public school mcn would dcs1re who ;
o 'vmdlv rcmember how much i conmbutcd to lhelr own.*

4.l~"ra'zc’r -is oonc of - few.who.can. be fo'un'd' call’ir{g t"or g&mes for the poorer.classes. For Lhc szt L
- .parL congerns for Lhmr lack of cxcrcnc were Couched in the uulrtarlan Lermmology of those '

’

' .who fearcd thcy would bc unable to fulfxll rhelr roles in an mcreasmgly demandmg Brmsh

,
N

socu;ty': S . o

i . "
. . . . ¥ \ .

L s cxpedlent for the mcrease of bodily as well as mental aputudes of .
8] G Dixon’ et al, Iandmarks p. 192 McIntosh, P.E. in England, pp.85- 88.. _
- “* Rev, James Frazer, Reports of the Assistant Commissioners Appomted to Inqmre into the
V‘__State of ‘Popular Education in England, London Educauon Dcpartment 1861, vol 2 p 98, in
"‘McIntosh, P.E. in England, p.89. ‘

- : . H - “ - -
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"chrldrcn for -civil.. mdustrlal as- well as for possrble mrlrlan service that

-~ encouragement and aid should be given for the exténsion of the practice of
~systematized g»mnasua trammg and for the: lCa(.hmﬂ of military and. naval
drlll ot

Thus while lhe mrddlc and upper dass bovs were having their eharaclcrs and phwques honed‘:
on rhe games ficld, Lhc poorer dasscs WCTC unhkch 10 receive amlhrna more than marchmg
cxcrusex or - remm—enled E)mnasuu from their own paltr) cducauonal cslabllshmcms Thc
' mrhtar\ rmphcauons of sport in British cduealron hcre are very srgmf:canl and mimic t}rosc"
alrcad\ 1dcnuﬁed in 1he army mclf }~rom Lhc time lhal gamcs bcgan their upsurge in lhcv
publrc qchools of Lhc mrddlc Lcmur\ onc section of the populauon mcorporatcd lhcm as parl :
of lhc’rr lrammg {or lcadcrshrp whrlsl srmultaneous]\ wrthholdmg them from that sccuon of.
Lhe populauon who were’ being trained to ObC\ '

Thc l-orster I:ducatlon Act of 1870 did’ hlllc to changc the mcagrc fare of ph)srea].
| educauon for Lhe poor dcspnc lhe pleas of Malhras Roth who pomu,d to. the facl Lhat the |
. army’s TC_]CCUOU of TecTuits. bclwccn 18()4 67 was in e¢xcess of 40%.* Thc onh conccssron madc:
bx the I-ducmon I)epartmem was to allow schools 1o file for a fmancral gram from the

.

govcrnmcm if Lhcw emplo»ed an_army- drrll scrgCam 1o marnh Lhcxr puplls for lwo hours a

\ ~

week. This, lhc I)c.partmenl fc]L, wouId be sufﬁucm to ‘teach the boys. habus of sharp,'

obedlcn(:e smarmcss ordcr and‘clcanliricss"."‘ Bv 1880. 1 777 schools were uulrsmc '\uchA

_military drill as part of Lherr school currrculum desprLc a_ clamour for Lhe mtroducuon of

gvmnastrc systems from bolh Parlramcnt and 5everal mcreasmgly vocal school boards Ir was

from ‘the latter mqmuuons rather than the former that the ampulse for change came, and -

dmmg the 1880s school boards in London. Brrmmgham Manchcstcr Brrslol Ieeds and

Lrvcrpool all msmutcd some form of gvmnastrc& for their charges "Official rccogmuon of Lherr '

programmes was not obtamcd from the Pduca(ron Dcpartmem untrl 1890, and Lhey drd not

v

qualrfy for am frnancral renumcrauon from the govcrnmcm unul 1895 Sports and games

¢ Lord Elcho 1862, mJ .G.Dixon et al, Landmarks p 192
“#6 ] .G.Dixon et al, Landmarks, p.107-8." =

7 McIntosh, P E. in Englan p. 109.
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were not to be acknowlcdgcd until 1900, after lhc efforts of some parlxc;paung teachers had
been strumental in popularising footba]l and crxckcl in what were often limited and rcsmcung.

' playlng arcas in the n1aJor cn;cs of ,lhc nauon. Even this move \\./aq lcmpcrcd by lhe rcvclauon .
' ofl the recruiting f'ignres for lhe ‘onscl :dr the Boer War, which‘ showed in one .instancc' in

Manchester the rejection of 8. OOO men oul of a lotdl of 11,000 who had volumcercd for servxcc‘

I)xsuplmc had dommatcd as thc undcr]ylng impulse bchmd physlcal cducauon for the

‘ pbor Even as Lhc Lwcnnclh century opcncd n was clear that the nauon s health. had not been
b

) mcasurably Jmproved by the half - hearled measurcs of- physical lrammg)lhal had bccn cnaorsed'

-by the vovcrnment Changes were dcmanded and in 1hc months followmg the disasters of

‘Black chk and the defeat at Splon l\op some changes wcrc mdeed to be Forlhcommg The T

mlhtarv lcgacy howcvcr was Lo remain unaltered Ofﬁccrs needcd to be {n to command and
' were lhoughl to. be best Lramcd on lhc games ﬁclde of thc pubhc schools The ranks needed 10
be In 10 ﬁght and their” obcdlcncc dxsuplmc and hcal[h wcrc 9] bc improved by gvmnasms "
© and dnll ln sporung terms, thc stcrcotyplcal 1mages of both Tommy Atkins and his ofﬁccr
: Tom Brown had "’ been eslabhshed These 1mages were not’ lo be casﬂy disinherited, even -
Lhough lhe .hdwardlan cra was " 10 hlghhght Lhexr shortcommgs in several 1n'stan(':e‘s.b
Nevcrthc]css sporl'and war n/cre .mexmcably ]rnked ~'both pracllcallv .and 1deologicéllv . 4 )
'Lhroughout the soual strala of Lhc nation. b) the opelnxng of Lhc twenueth century and were '

dcsuned lo walk boldly-hand- m -hand into the com"lagrauon of World War One

I3



- T T Cinblcr v -
\ S  STAGNATION AND CHANGE
. SPORT.GAMES \\nmnsncu "IR\INI‘\(. IN

Ll)WARI)lAT\ BRII \l’\ 19()2 1914

‘ Thc prcwous Lhaplcr rcwalcd lhc ongm: 01 Lhc \onul mluacllon bel (ween Sport,
o ulmalxon and mnhLar\ lhought and pmcmc in \’nuorlan Bruam It 1llustralcd that b\ the
oulbrcak of the war in ﬁou[h ‘\fnca in 1899 SpOI’l and phvsncal Lralnmg were scrvmg two

dlslmctlv xcparalc uuhlanan pnrpoqcs in. lhe eves of- Lhc mxhlar) cslabhshmcnl Firstly, tcam

games had bccn Jdcnnflcd and accuplcd as a cruc1al mstrumcnl for 1hc mouldmg of the young. -

‘oiﬁccr S charachr .a\nd Lhns scrvcd Lo rcmforcc the slrong lmks between th pubhc. schools and
the army. -Sc'condly phvsxca] actnvnv.dnd a limited. amount of lcam gamcs had. been Iull5
bcancuoncd for the troops as an cffccuvc and dcsxrablc mcans of slmullancousl\ inculcating -
'hcalth and mxlxlar\ dlsmplmc into thc qoldlcr in the.fanks. This" fortuitous blcnd of {hc E
ldcologxcal wnh the pracucal had conmbutcd lo the’ chauon of an mcrcasmgly popu]ar lmagc
of Lhc physlcall\ superior Brmsh solchcr cquall\ at homc on cnhcr lhc sporls flc]d or the *
baulcflcld As has becn «.ecn ‘above, this image often borc lmle relation to the real world,
;vherc rccrumng ﬁlg'u-rcs f‘or‘the arn1y ‘conunncd 1o show,,a high re;c;uon rate for rcdn_nts on
“grounds of. ph ~1cal mcapacn) | | _ ' |
The progrcss and cvcmua] outcdmc of [hc war n SouLh Afnca was lO provc mﬂuentl‘al )
in man) areas of sport and cducanon 1dcnuﬁcd in the prcvxous chaplcr The outbrcak of the
conflict was grc 'r*d wuh mma] cnthusrasm b» a Brmsh pubhc grow accuslomed 10 reports ofﬁ
' sucéessful and k encounters wnh hostlle forceq around the Pmplre An cqually vocal cry:
:-of Indlgnatlon was” ralsed in Lhe nanon s press ad the bclcagured Brmsh forccs strugg led vamly_,.
agalnst a numcrxcally 1nfenor foe who steadfastly rcfused to ﬁght accordlng to thc tradmonal‘ N
British coanntions of wa'rfa're ‘By Lhe end of the war in 1902 outraoc had been tcmpcred with

41
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~eoncc’rrt' and .lhc years t'ol]o‘wing thc war-sdw ‘Strgge.stions"'being' Qoiccd't'rorn cvcry’ ouar_tcr oh :
o how best thc neuon and the Pmprrc could learn From the lessons handcd ‘out on the dusty and : '.
.v‘unIorglvmg South Afrman veldt., In the Lhanges rchsrons and 1mprovcmcnts thal ‘oceurrcd' -

‘«.port and ph»su,al educauon were onec agam to receive prommcnt consldcratnon This chapler ‘
" therefore. wrll review the lwclvc \car pcrtod from thc cnd of thc Bocr War’m 1902 to the.- -
'.oulbrcak of hOsulmcs in buropc in 1914 makmg partrtular refcrcnte 1o lhc role of sporl and"
'thc con_trtbuuonsof Lh.c_gr_mhta’r_v Lo 'ph;stczrl trammg in hdwardmn_ socrc_ty. lt wrll rcveal the -
pcrliod 10 be cha‘rdcteriscd by both change and stztgnation in:t'hc€e ttwo a'rcas. and will show, how
: lhc adoptron of new mcthods and 1dcas togcther w1lh the rclcnuon of lradmonal means, both”
'had (.rucral parts o play in Lhc shapmg of Brlush responses 10 thc cnsumg Grcat War

Thc ccssauon of ‘hostilitics. in South Afrrca in March 1902 gavc little - catree T-or

- = cercbranon in I.-naland Less than 60 000 Boer (armers had succeeded in confoundmg the‘- .
cffort% of-a Imost half a'mrlhon Brmsh troops at :the hngh _point of the campdrgn andr :
krtchcncr s’ burnt earth pohcv of total warfare dcsrgned 10 brmg lhc natr_ 1o rLs knees, had" :
- aroused outrage and hostrhty from all over the globc The army and in partrcuiar 1ts oft‘rcers R
- became the dcsrqnated scapegoats for the nation's 1mportumtres and consrderable crttrctsm{ =
some of it. Lonstrucuve and outspokcn was ]evellcd al’ lhc elrtc of the omcer corps "In an
attempt Lo reverse: thc carly sctbaeks of the war and 10 appeasc the army 's crmcs Lord Roberts'
had exccuted a maJor puroc of his subordmate commandcrs before returnmg 1o hngland in
Novcmber 1600, conﬁdent of an 1mmment mxhtary ermph : ThlS had failed to qureten the
"crmcs and had certamlv not ended the WaT.. Lord Krtchener Robert S Chref of Staff‘
.. commented upon hlS arrlval m' South Afrrca People here do fot seem to look” upon the war
| sumcren“ xerrously' they: consrder it too much hke a game of polo W1th mtervals for afternoon '
| 2 At e in England the worst was f eared Vrscount Curzon wrote 10 a former Jumor
TWS. Hamer. provides a thorough account: of the progress and setbacks of the war, together
with a review of the feception it was accorded in-Britain in The British Army. C1v1 -Military
-Rclauons 1885 - 1905 (Oxford The Clarendon Press, 1970) Pp- 176 222. '

* Turner, p.265.°
3-Turner, p.265.
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‘min.istcr at the War Office lhalA "disasters are so unbroken, our generals so uniformly
: incompetent, our inability to make hcadway s_é»cohsis;cnl a.s"to‘cngcnd'cr suspicion§ _thal‘bur
system must ‘bc rotten to the \.'cry core™ . Thésc conccrncd sentiments were reiterated b)"

C:;p(éin W;E.Cairn’::s.'an army man who j(.)incd‘thc slarf of the Westminster Gazetle in
‘ “November 1899, and thercafter wrote a dallv column on the war until Aprll 1901. Thcsc
aruolcs “together with scveral books on lhc army s pcrIormancc in South -Africa, shot him to
' promincncc and werc widcl_v acclaim'cd fo_r their blfén(f of thou'ghlful insight and unrcmitting
. sarcasm. - Whilst at éil times cxto‘lling‘ the bravcrv and fortitude of the individual soldicr,
- Calrncs pomtcd out that dauntless courage alonc Wwas no longu sufficient to win wars in the
1wcnuelh ccmury couragc unsucnuﬁcall» derClCd was an’ mvntauon to disaster, and grcalcr
‘altcnuon must bc pald to mxlllary and physical preparation of the officers and mien prior to
conflict. Par'more/qulsgokcn‘ in his attack upon the deficicnces of English officer material was
' A‘.H.H.Mac.lcan., who bhss:d his rationale around the revelation that 90% of the officers who
,,hac_i‘servéd in the Al:iocr War _,héd' bcc‘ni‘cduca'pcd ai’;ﬁ_ublic scﬁhoc-)ls': citing Lhcvschools who wcre.

- the leading contributors to the ‘army for the campaign :

4 szcounl Curzon. to St John Broderxck 9 Februan 1900 in Splers p. 240 :
¢ W.E.Cairnes,»An Absem Minded War. ‘Being Some Reflections on our Reverses and the
Causcs Wthh havg Ted 10 them By a Brmsh Staff Offlcer (London John Mllne 1900)




- Table 1

PUBLIC SCHOOI'., EX-PUf’lLS SERVING AS OFFICERS

IN THE BRITISH ARMY DURING THE BOER WAR

Eton o 3% Uppingham s
Harrow. | 592 o “Bedford - : “144
-Wcllingtc'm 52 ~ Malvern L m
Cheltenham - 438 : St.Paul's" ‘ m
Marlborough m9 o USC. .o 16
Charterhouse 367 Radiey . 108
Clifion S VK Dover’ = - S
" Haileybury o 81 Bradfied o 03
Winchester 74 Sﬁrewébli‘yy; | S
Rugby 236 Répton‘ R S g
Source: A.H.H.Maclean, The Public_Schools and'the War mSouth Aftica, in Gardner,
- pp.207-208 - L
M:aclean's conclﬁsions to his-‘siu;iy did not spare t.hc.rod:. ‘ S |

The English officer.is uneducated, he is ‘stupid’. Hence our many 'mishaps’.

" He was brought up on games. He is over: -addicted to.polo. He does not read
-military history. He drags mahogany mess tables, pianos and other luxuries
after him on his campaxgns He does very well against savage or coloured
races, but pitted against ‘white men, he breaks down. .More officers of the
studious type are needed.  The right sort cannot be got from .the public
schools.t : S o

¢ Maclean, quoted in M.van Wyk Smith, Drummer Hodge The Poetn@f the Anglo- Boer War
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These literary assaults upon_the public school officer did not pass without comment from their
supporters and admirers. One such staunchi ally, H.C.Macdowall, penned tvhé following lines as
a riposte 10 the critics, cal’mg attestion to the loyalty and capacity for scif -sacrifice possessed

by such young men: -+

Through bmer mghls and burning davs
He walched the veld, stretch bare and grim;
" At home beside the'cheerful blaze
~We wrote-our views of him.

We mourned his curious lack of brain;

W¢ judged him stupid, judged him slow; 7 .
How miuch of what he knew was vain - R
How much he did not know! : ‘ -

- Where Duty called, he pressed in haste;
That, too, was wrong, that haste unduc;.
V. 1y practise with such wanton waste
The only art he knew? .

Too well he loved each foolish game;
'Is War a game?' .we sternly ‘cried. T ‘
And while we talked of England's name - S - ’ .
For England's sake he died.’ ' ' - o

Appca]"ing to the conscicnccs“ of the critics, however, was not a productive ﬂacpi:c.."énd_
Macdowall's comment was subsumed under a tirade levelled agAainst the l_a_ék of prdféséié'{lai', R
competencc amongst the. memb%rs of L_h:-.‘Eri'iish pf}”iccr cor"ps.‘ Caifﬁes: voiced the' L.hou"ghts‘ of.v
~many when he wrote: "Wé'ncéd an varm'v 'Wﬁich is an up to date lighting mach’inc.vnoi a r'n‘crc’v
- organization for the purpose of providing an clegam employment for the lc1surc hours of the
wealthy classes”.” These tones bring 1mmedxalcly to mind the identical calls for a mCI‘ILOCI‘aUC

: "(contd)g 1899-1902) (Oxford Clarenden Press 19783, p.59. .
7 Published in the Spectalor 15 Dccembcr 1900, Quoted in van Wyk Smlth p 16

' Spiers, pp.241-2.
¢ Cairnes, p.146.



sclccuon proccdurc for officers lollowrng lhc (,rrmcan War, As' Maclcan's ﬁgurcs’ sho{v{;

mtron ol thc hrghcr cchclons of Lhc army had: bcen somchow -

'mamlamcd for almosl Tifty ycar‘s dcspnc the nmclecmh cenuury dcmands For changc Lhal were
rcvrcwed in lhc prcvrous chaptcr 10 Several fauors had ardcd and abeucd lhcrr retenlron of thrs
stronghold not lhc lcasl of whrch ‘was, ‘the conunued reluclancc of thosc m POWCT. 10 promore

:mcn from the ranks lo'a commrssron durrng Lhc Bocr War pcrlod only 1"46 such promouons

[N

' wcre madc -.an; avcragc ol” only 27 pcr year H Anolher means of marnrammg the domrnatron of
the ollrccr corps b) thé wcallhy classes was revoalcd by. lwo Sclecl (,ommruccs appomtcd 10“1
g mqurrc rnro thc educarron and training ol armv of frcers afrcr ‘the war Lord Sranley s reporl ‘

' conf’rrmed Llrar Junror ofl”rcers were unablc Lo lrve or their army pay alOnc and wcre Lherefore -

'

'sull grcatly reliant on personal l"undrngr» “Both his commmee and rhar of- Akcrs I)ouglas
whrch reportcd in 1902 rccommcndcd banmng polo and rcdnclng unrform and mes$

cxpcndnure in-an athmpt 1o a.llevrale the problem As thc armv would not accept Lhese

.
-t

- proposals and lhe governmcnr would not sancuon a pay mcreasc for Lhe corps the srtua{ron; -

rcmamcd 'unaltercd.“ Thc .Akers- Douglas Report also re- affrrmed -the - government '

\

.commnmem o the concept of promotron by mcm Thrs was summarrly drsmrssed by army L

supportcrs as bcsng roo open 1o lavournrsm and s) xhe status quo was once agarn mamtamcd -
23

~.

As promouon was: no longer avarlable l“or purchase and senromy alone d1d not guaranree aris¢ .

"in rank Llrc army belecuon Boards made rccourse to conl"rdentral letlers of reference prepared y
: bv the applrcam s commandrng offrcer These reports were shown to be often biased, or totally B

vague on prof essmnal mrlnary matters In some cases an of f icer's promotron was, assessed on )

'

the strength of his polo -game, hrs skrlls in freld sports or hrs success in socrety",“. The .

- rmplreauons of all Lhrs evrdenCc an | accumulated crmcrsm are clear Whrle 'rh.e.qualrty‘ an_d 4 ‘

10 Alrhough it should be por » ST 4ny of the ‘new publrc schools ‘were now provrdmg

officer recruits 1o the army di l ~<z of both the =~ 'great’ publrc schools and the .
specralrsed crammers’; Gardnu . '
. ' Turner, p.265, These frgures are taken from ° . $°10.31 December 1902. .

'? Spiers, p.243; confrrmed in Carrnes pp 23 4. N
[ Spiers, p.248-9.- ' R
*. ' Spiers, p.249. -

T 7
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: apmudc ol Lhc \oum publxg school olfchr cannol bc auuralcl\ mcmlrcd itis apparcnl lhal
he, and his lc]lows wmmucd 10. dommalc !hL Brmsh arm\ through a s\slcm whn.h cmplde

"soual, educational nnd financial blas— 1.0 preserve lls c.\cluslvn)’.

Thc arm\ s a'urawon llo publm SLhOOl gamcs planng g.cntlumdn as ofﬁu:r malcnal has . .
bcm C\ammcd carllcr m lh]'§ Qllld\ ll was - obscrvcd thal swcral S(.hOOlb nolabl\ llon
WLllleon Marlborough ancl Glcnalmond dcvclopud arm\ or | modcrn .\ldLS 10 prcparc thmrf g
. 'puplls for thc ofl icer school cxammanons JUSl as Lhc nlolc -Lradmonal classws‘-bascd' '
e _'Lumculum aldcd sludcnl cmr\ mlo 1hc umvcrsltrcs l<ollow1ng Lhc l‘rcnch mvaslon scare in
1859 scvcral sghools look advanlage of lhc War Olﬁcc urcular ol ]7 Ma) and rcspondcd ld:
‘,thc call lo form small umts whxch \xould be lramcd for proﬁcncncx in. rlflc shooung and dr1 l on .
a parll time and slrlctl\ volumccr basls _ Plon Harrow 'Rugb» _Rossall PclstLd and,

Hurslplcrponl ‘schools all formcd such cadc( corps or I'll]C Lorps in ]8(»0 and wCre followcd by :

~Marlbolough 1n 1861 and Cheltcnham in 1862 Wlthm the riext lhrec dccadcs Wmchcslcr ,

. (1870) Charterhousc (1873) Glcnalmond and Cllﬁon Collcszc (1875) Wcllmglon (1882)',’} .

. Malvcrn (1883) Hallevbur) (1887) Sherbonrne (1888) and SL Paul s (1690) had all followed T

sun s ln thcsc formauve, years, Lhc QLhOOl coxps oftcn had llLLlC in common hlon and‘ R

Vi
Ty

'Wcllmgton l"or example, wcrc two of onl\ a very fcw schools whosc nnns wcrc ofhc;allv

rccogmzed b\ Lhc War Offlcc Thé other school Lorpx varlouslv allcndcd summcr camps .
arched and drllled al flcld da)s or- shol ln compcuuons agamst othcr school< and aL ‘the

Co annual Blslev tournamcm 16 Thc c0rps dld noL really gam in populam) amongsl both boys and

,.maSLers unul after the ! Boer War when an, upsurge in° both l"ormauon and enrollmem.

"Aoccured 1 The calls for grcatcr mllllar\ preparcdness and cfﬁucncy followmg lhc Soulh‘ :

* African confhcl ‘were 0. sumulatc Haldane s army reforms onc component of Wthh was Lhc .

' omcxal formauon and rccogmuon of Lhe varlous corps into the Omccr Trammg Corps “This

. 13 Alan R. Halg Brown The O T C. and Lhe GrcaL War (I,onddn Georgc Ncwncs Ltd 1915_), '
- P, 5 g , I
- 1¢ Best, pp1346 J
‘7 Best,’p.136. s : T
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' ruov'.c _lwarxleusccl all of'.Luc_xn.ilila'ry cucréics of the b‘ublic.school corps. Aand_directed this force
i Ilowardsfone cruilical_'goa.l‘- to sp:ee‘d lhe p'assa'gc of' young oubli\c schopl and university (uen .'into
Lhc ’oH]ccr ranks of Lhc Spcua] Reserve, or 'neyv 1crmorlal armv auxilary.“‘ | Haldane
. wgorouslv supporled Lhe schcme clalmmg lhal the nauon and the armed Iorces would benefu .
from lhc spml of mlluansm Wthh was lo be (ound wnhm 1hc schools and universitics.' '
Throughom Lhe carly years of the. new cenlury thcn lhece wae an. «mcreasihg
'1dcnuhcauon betwecn the pubhc schools and the" nation's mllltary preparauons m an . '
‘undemabl\‘ dl[CCl Fashlon Thesc mzxrual assouauons were once- agam related in part to sporL

andcthc characler developmcm aIIordcd b\ team games Even as Lhe games-playmg officer

"*was rccuvmg Lhc crmcal anentlons ol" the’ Brmsh press, an army chaplam wrole to the

co Spectalor drawmg atlcnuon 10 lhe rquvenalwe eﬂ”ecls of rcadmg Newbolt' 'S Vitai Lampada Lo

. .ighc soldJers in South‘Afrnca: .

. ) o . ‘ .
'Over and ovér agam the sick man wasted by wounds and dlsease, Lhe strong -
- man, doomed 10 inaction on the lines- of-. commumcauon the man at the very
~ front, almost wnhm the range of the- enemy's fxre -- has been nerved - and
: cheered "to, plav the. game ' against all odds 0

,-Pollowmg Lhe war former Commander m ~(,h1ef of the campaxgn Lord Roberts made frequem

visits LO Speech Davs and Pr;/e glvmgs at publxc schools around Lhe country In a speech to

: :Lhe bov9 of Glenalmond school in’ 1906 he reltexated Lhe mihlary values that could be derlved

’

f;ogn‘apubIJCSchool tra’mmg:: ,‘ : L ‘- " " '_

I look 10 you public schoolboys to sct an example. Let.it be your ambition to
render yourself‘ capable of becommg Ieaders of those others who have not your -

1 Best p.137; Splch p. 2’19 ‘Halddne anticipated that a f'low of some 800 afficers per year

“ would enter the ranks-of the Spec1a1 Reserve from the educated ranks of the O.T.C. He was to
“be greatly. dlsappomted by May 1912 he conceded that of the 18,000 cadets who had '

- completed some form of. mxhtary tra’mmg only 283 had emered the. Speaal Reserve.

'? Spiers, p.279.- -

20 Revd. H J. Rose Spectator no 89 (1902) p. 566 in van Wyk Smlth p.l.
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advantages, should yvou ever be ealled upon- to light for. vour country...Public .
school training inculcates” just. those qualmes which arc. rcqunrcd in lcadcrs of
men: self -reliance,: determination, and’a certain. amount of give and take.
exacting obedience to ‘authority more” by an appeal to honour ‘and sound
common . xensc “than- by severity, and by-a happy mixture of prudenc_e_ and
audacity *! ; - ) - ‘ : :

A ]ancmg sehoolmaslcr plaud lhc lransfcr of Lhese qualmcs I"rom sports ficld 10- bmlchcld

Ilrml\ in eonw\l \\rmng in ]90” of lhe Ioolball plavcr whosc -

~-...use on peaceful playing fields
Of supple limbs and evér-quickening eye - - , o

* Win for'him laurels in a sterner game . | [
:Giving resource and strength that riever yields, a

" Making him such that he would rather dic

" Than soil the honour of* his country's name..*?

«Though lhcsc notions commucd to be popularlsed it musl be noted Lhal the pubhc school
'O T. C S werc nol all neeessarll\ Lhe hl\’C of patriotic athleles bemg moulded 1mo SO]dILIS The

Headmaster of Westmmslcr rcporLed in 1907 1hal the school did mdeed have a flcdglmg Ladel

-

Lorps but lhat some boys were not keen Lo join it becausc it was " necessarlly omeered in lhc‘

mam by b0)5 who arc r;kol very eood al games and conscquenl]\ lhcv are not quue S0 much °

23

respeclcd Neverthclcss thLher or not: th pubhc sehoo] athlete cntercd the. arm» v1a th

,4 O.T.C.. his. potemlal value 1o Lhe nation as a soldxer was undemably wndcl\ broadcast and
:recogmzed The Slandard remmded 1[5 Teaders'm 1911 Lhat " m some lonelv senlr), box\on :
"vthe Emplre S frontner up Lhere on Lhe Khalber or .the Bolan there a ciean cheekcd\
s ‘smooth halred boy wi l handle hls half hundred wmd baked ruffians as xf thev were the Second -
Eleven and he Lhelr Captam" o S I ' o :

— Quoted in Best p. 1?7 C SR o ' .

. ?* Alan R.Haig-Brown, Sporlmg Sonnets (London n.p., 1902)'. p.16, in Mangan, Athleticisth -
in the Victorian and I:dwardlan Publlc School P. 192 L. : '
¥ Best, p.134. B

4 J A. Mangan, "Images.of Empire in the Latc: Victoria'r'l Public School ", Journal of
Educattona[ Admmzs!ratto;z and- Hlszory, vol. 12 no. 1 ( Januarv 1980) p. 34
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Thc 1magc ol Lhc schoolboy.soldlcr sportsman ‘had thus survwcd iydct, despuc almosl
© 55 vears ol pcrnodlc bouls of vocll“crous crmusm Thc public schools conunued Lo acccpl lhal
-gdmex wcrc.a bcnclmal means of lrammg characler and proponents ol athcUcrsm malmamcd
thenr beticfl Lhal team gamcs bred good lcaders of men. On the very cve ol” war, the Conlcrencc
on Mllll{lr\ Pdrleauon held at Lhe Umvcrsuv of londonl eoncludcd "The Public Schools and
Umversmes have bccomc more Lhan ever, an important source lor the supply of commlssloned
‘ranks of Lhc Arnry and of every‘ part ol ll" *. This trend \vould\rcach its zenith in the opcmn\g

.

-, 'momhs of Lhc fothcommg conflict. | B : o _ ' \ .
"The LlllC urcles of cdueauonal and mllltary life. had thus exhlbned their abllmes 10 sway
| wiLll criticism, yct rccover and rctaln lheir dommance, The walchword for the less-prlvllegcd
- eflaSSes‘ ddring tlrc same cra was not rctrenchdlen_t, l)dl change. -ln Sport, in education arrd in
‘, the ardry Lhe twclve' year pcriod overseén by this'chaptcr 'markcd, scvcral notable dcveloprncnts

which were 10 bolh aller and remforcc Lhe relauonshlp belwecn sport, physical trammg and

warfarc lor lhe ordmary citizen prlor to the ouLbreak of thc \var in 1914

" The sphere ol"- educauon in parlrcular had' undergone ma]or changes in the latter years

' ol lhe nmeteemh ccmury Wthh had 1mplrca110ns for the role of sport and physical training in
) lhe lrves of the mass . of Lhe populauorr In the. ﬁrst place the l:ndowed Schools Act ol' 1869
had allowcd small grammar and propnetarv schools to. shake off thelr tradmonal obligations to
. edUCaLe Lhe poor ehxldrcn from their surroundmg cornmumues and cxpand to cater to Lhe

aspirations of lower and mlddle class parems who desrred Lo educate therr children in the publlc

.

_school tradition. . These image-‘conscious ‘and ambitlous, msmuuo‘ns adopted the visible

' trappmgs .of the great publrc schools - pupll boarders orgamsed games prefect syStems and,

i

Tk

‘gradUally an ofﬁcer trammg corps - and by ths ostemauous mimicry ushered themselves.into - T

a new era of fmancral secumy and respectabxllty 26 The effect. of}h&ransfcrmauon was qurte

I RS

© ¥ Times Educational Supp/ement 3 February 1914, p. 29

¢-Mangan has researched this phenomenon at léngth, paying partlcular atlention Lo the role of
“games in the transf ormation process il "Imitating Their Betters and Disassociating From ‘Their
Inferiors™, Proceedings of the 1982. Annual Conference of the History. ol” Education’ Socrety of
Grcat Britain, Loughborough Umversrty 17 19 December 1982, 1-43..

¢



. o _ ) ' 51

rcmarkablc H\ 1903, rcss lhm forl\ vears (rom Lhc time Lhal the ( larendon Commission had

found only nine msum[mns worth\ o( th title pnbhc school there were 102 qi'lfilialcd'”

‘

mcmbcr SLhOOl\ of the Hcadnnslcr\ (onfcrcnu uutrma to 30, 0()0 pupnlx who had.aéhicvdd'

public school status.’ Thc pubhc school Lthox parnullarl\ its gamu pla\mg clcmcm was

lhcrcb\ directly’ rcachmo a lar grealer numbcr ol voung mcn {han ever bcTorc Thc
dlsscmmanon of lhe cthms and. valucs of nhlclmsm wis dc%uncd to be mcruascd accordmgl\

. Th'cse dcvclopmemx obvmml\ had Lhcn greatest L”CL[ on thosc upwardl\ mobdc members’ ol
‘Lhc mldd]c “class who cotld- alford {s] pa\ for lhur chlldrcn o t\‘l cducalcd chcrlhclcss

.
%

“educational ‘lcgnslanon was to foster the provmon of physical. Lrnmng and gamcx for the

working classcs 100, in Lhis period. Most noteworthy was Lhc _gradual move away from the -

ngxd 1mpos1uon ol mlmar) drill 1owards a lccognmon thal charactcr Lrammg 1hr0ugh gamcs ‘

could be bcncﬁcxall\ uullﬂcd wnh the poor.
The mpctus for changc in the schoolmg of Lhe workmg classcq came aboul slowl\ ’qut

can be secn to be makmg headway .in Lhe 18905 JUS[ prior (o lhc Iormauon of Lhe Board of

.Educauon in-'1899. B\ the time of 1t< inception, this bodv was ulumatch responsible - for Lhc =

'schoolmg of more, lhan wwo million puplls ‘throughout lhe counlr\" Though no dlrcct

lcgmlauon was 1o bc passed untit lhc first decade: of lhc twenucth century, evidencc of a

_growmg concern wxlh the phvsxcal cducauon of the chlldrcn 1s apparcm ‘in an cxamplc draw
‘from Lhe adverllsemcnl of onc Henr) }’a\ ne, who stood l"or clccuon o Lhc LC]CCSLCI School

Board m 1897. Llsled promment]y in_his mamfesto is thc followmg pollcy slatemcm "1 think

“that faulmes should be glvcn {or lessons in swxmmmg for both sexes, and Lhat Lhe physlcal

devclppmem of the children ‘$hould receive atiention as well as the mtcllectual“ s, Such

2 Simon, pp.97-98. - )
- * This progess of vert:cal dxft"usxon of the 'public school spiril’ is given atlention in chaptcr
four of J.R. de S.Honey's Tom Brown's Universe. Patrick Dunae’s Gentlemen Emigrants .
From the British Public Schools to the Canadian Frontier (Toronto: Douglas & Mclntyre,
- 1981), illustrates in chapter three How the number of ‘scholars receiving a public schoo!
“education trebled between, 1840 and 1870, and this was a factor in-prompting many of these
‘supernumary gcmlemcn 1o emigrate, brmgmg with them their inculcated valuation of games .
~and sportsmanship. - . . S S Co
9 Simon, p.153: - .
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"~ comments found considerable favour with the influéntial Permanent Sccrclary to the Board of . -
Educatior, Robert Morant. An ex-public schoolboy, educated at Winchester, Morant wrotc in

his official capacity in 1904 :

The purpose of the Public Elementary school is to {orm and strengthen the
character and to-develop the intelligence of the children entrusted to-it...The
school..must afford them ecvery opportunity for the development of their
bodies...The ¢orporate life of the school, especially in the playground, should
devélop that instinct for fair play and for loyalty to on¢ another which is the
germ ol a wrder sensc of honour in later life.’* -

Moram contrnucd by stating that the elcmentary schools should aﬁ"ord thcrr puprls every

opportumty for the healthy developrnenl of therr bodrcs by trammg them m approprrate

'

ph\srcal cxercrscs and encouragmg thcm 1n organrsed games". ll thrs sounds in any way
- reminiseent of the famrlrar publlc school cthos the obscrvatron is not unfounded Dr Young '

in hxs hrstorrcal skctch of Morant written l"or the Spens Report in 1938 wrote that Morant S

' polrcres were "based cntlrely on the tradrtron of the grammar schools and publrc schools" A The

move 10 mtroduce more. games mtq the school currrculum came to frurtron rn 1906 when

) crrckct hockc> football and other organrsed gamcs for both boys and grrls were offlcrally

\

sanctroned for.use in state schools rn Morant s amended Code Arguments m favour of thrs o

maJor polrcv changc werc put forward by thc Board of. Educauon whtch pornted to the success-‘

of character training through games in the natron 's’ great. publlc schools and those grammar
schools modelled on the publrc school system 2 These endorsements were C. ended to the wrder"

sphcre of outdoor- recreatron in crty parks l' or young chrldren and adolescents durrng the long’

. % Code-of Regulaltons for Elementary Schools H. M S O 1904, in McIntosh P E in England, -
pp.145-6.- Theurole of Morant and other public school members-of the Board of Education - °

‘Inspectorate as agents in the. transmrssron of the. publrc school ethos, partrcularly with respect -
10 games, i$ hrghhghted in J.A Mangan, "Imitating Their Betters-and Drsassocratmg From-
. Their Inferiors : Grammar Schools and the Games Ethrc in the Late: Nmeteenth and Early
Twentieth Centuries”, p- 24.

-4 Quoted inS,J. Curtrs Educatron in England Smce 1900 (Westport Conn Greenwood Presst,_

) 1970) chapter three, "The Reign of Sir Robert Morant p 51 - : : ) ’

L Mclntosh P. E in England pp 147-8. ' .
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'summcr break - from schoohn}: 0\'cr -the _next dccadc T_hc' Time.& ‘Educational Supplement
rcpomd ' : ‘ o '

I has beernt thc C\eranLC n l ondon that or&anmd games cmoumgc Lorporalc -
. spirit and increase -the physical and ‘mental alertness of lhc children.-and at the - _
_same umc lcach self - rclxantc and the nccd for dlSClplmL : :

Thc same. Lolumn notcd Lhal some 97 000 sludcm vxsnx had been rccordcd 1o the. parks and‘
pla\lng ﬁclds of the cm of Manchestcr in a lour month pcrlod and madc parucular rcicrencc ‘

10 Lhe phvslcal and mora] bcncﬁls Wthh were bcmg derived by Lhcsc workmg (.lass chlldrcn

- Thc gamcs supcrvtsor reported 1hal thcrc was in nearlv every case an all- round

ad\ancc in ‘the zest and’ plavmg capacily as Lompared with the prccccdmg
- summer; cspecially’ was improvement shown in the way the chxldrcn managcd ‘
Lhc games undcr the jeaders choscn b) lhcmsc]vcs . :

~‘ By .the ‘outbreak. of war ;n 1914, sucn schemcs as this were operatmg na a number of- 1argc
Brmsh towns and cmes mcludmg Norwxch Burnlc» Grlmsb) Brlghmn ‘and Plymouth _l[-
should be noted that these schcmcs wcrc bclng f‘manccd by local aulhorlucs who had dccmcd o
paruupa.uon m such alhleUc pursults 0 bc des1rable o |

Thcse nauonmdc dcvclopmcms reflecl lhc dcparlurc m Fdwardlan Brnam from thc'

figidlv-xmpdscd mllltary drill of th’e m-neleemh century as . a growmg bodv of mfluenual

physxcal educalors advocalcd the: adopuon of SWCdlSh. drill and games as thcrapeuuc exerc1se .

_for the population.** However ths is not’ lO sa) Lhat thc mfluence of the army in the nauon s

phy31ca! lraining waned durmg this” perlod Though a less’ reglmcmed form ol" cxercrse was .

becommg avaﬂablc 10 workmg class children, who were able to supplcmcnt this. physlcal
1 4 August 1914, 129, ~ . o ‘
* There were no formal guidelines for the provxsxon oF such fmancxa] support In the summer -
6f 1914, London prov1ded the sum of 925 pounds to cater for the pupils of its 700 schools;
Wolverhampten in the, same ﬁerlod ralsed its gram for the tental of football ficlds from 2010

- 28 pounds. .The Times; p.129.™

38 McInLosh P.E. in Emgland pp 156-169.
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cducanon wrth parlrupmon in somc Lcam gamcs army mvolvcmcm m the sphcrc of phvsrcal

: 'rrammg remaincd very slrong The Board of Pducauon cndorsed a Joml publlcaUOn wuh lhc

War Office in 190’, and 1h1s Model Coursc of thsrcal Tramm;, together wrth the army's -

Infantry Trammg 1902 was -to cnsure a mllllary stvlc of exercisc lor thc pupr]s of the state

@vstcm of cdueauon Though the modcl course was. rcvrscd in 1904 it was not unul 1907 Lhal
lhc arm\ hna]lv adopted the s \'slcm of Swedish g»mnastlcs Wrth the appomlmcm of one of

the arm\ s leadmg supporters of the.Swedish syslcm Lieut,-Comm:. P H Grenfell to tho post

of H.M. Inspcclor of Physrcal Trammg in 1909 the move away from thc ouLdaLcd prmuplcs of

B Archrbald Macl. arcn s orrgmal Lrarmng manual was cnsurcd o

Oulsrdc the sphcrc of cducauon the phcnomcnal growth of foolball amongsl Lhe

workmg class sy mbollsed the way in whxch sport was graduall) bccommg a natronal pasumc -
' ralhcr Lhan Lhc e\cluswc preserve of Lhc rich and lcrsurcd 31 As it mmmued to mcreasc in

‘ .popularm and workmg C]&Ss teams broke the slranglc hold of Lhc old publlc schoolbov Leams

on’ lhc F.AL Cup middle and upper class observers wcre 5w1ft to assrgn Lhe rauona}e that_.

: gamcs bunll character to the new. workmg class parllcrpams in the sport Thls was an essemral

" -step towards recogmemé the sporl as bemg lruly anland S nauonal game as it al]owed a

umform approaeh 10 be adopted toa- sporl which conunued to be radrcally drdvrded on 1ssucs

‘ ‘-s[cmmmg Irom class dlfferences wcll into lhe Prrsl World War 38 In 1897, for mstance Lord
) Roscbcrr\ commemcd upon prescmmg the F.A. Cup that he believed that football had he]ped

'fostcr Lhosc 'splendid characteristics of the: Brmsh race - stamma -and mdomltable pluck".3*

Two ycars carlier, lhe F oozbal[ World SpOrts paper grected Lhe f orthcommg soccer season with a

drstmctly military endorscment for the preservation and celebrauon of the ‘game:

¢ Mclntosh, P.E. in. Englan "p.1s8.

" Mason examines this social ‘movement in his eighth chapter "Football and the Workers A

detarled study of the origins and grewth of one club is provided. by Charles Korr, "West Ham
~ United Football Club and the Beginnings of Professronal Football in East London 1895 -

1914°, Journal of Contemporary History, vol,13 (1978), 211-232.

© 3 See chapter V, -"Physical Training, Team Games and Trench Warf are Recrurtment the
‘Nation and. the War, 1914-1918" . : A :
" ¥ Mdson, p.225. '
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1.an. emirent Gémian'mililarv authority...recently offered the opinion that'it
[Football] satisfies- a “craving ‘which’ renders . conscription” unnceessary ‘in this - .
‘country. 1t does not make tramcd soldicrs of our.young men, it is true, but it-
enhances  in them . the | spirit  of ’ pludg, opposmon. ~competilion, -
. never- know ‘when- IhC\ arc-beaten, ncver-sav-dic, ‘play up Wednesday or -
. “United kind of fecling, which lcnds 1o, Lhc l.rcamcsx of our national charaucr
. L ong live }oolball pwer o0 ' - . :

i

_ Within ‘Lhé arm\',ilsclf a similar dua]‘ app’roach toWards.‘phvsical'Lraining and»'gamcs

scan bc dctcucd whmh dcmons[ratcd on lhc one hand a rccap:muon oI the \aluc of team: gamcx.

. - O TRIpNY

dame time p!acmgé’mnastws

_and a-lh-lc_l;csfor_’lh(: purpOsc of qharaé;qr L,r,ammg

T e s e o L . '
-for Lh‘crapcmic,dcvclopmcn1<al the core of lhcapfo‘gt hits. This can be clearly -
dclcctcd in scvcral army pubhcauons prnpu/o-‘{he ; péria/ Army. Se‘ries on physical

training, for instance, ‘the author concedts.lhal arﬁlcnc‘s Is and gan‘g can “be bcncﬁual lor '

1mprovmg ph\mquc but makcs lhc pomt lhal such pasumcs arc. not syslcmallcall\ control]cd

" nor are thcy avallablc 10 a w1dc' section of the popuxauon, on a regular cn'ough basns to Iead' Lo’

health and fitness: '

To the mass of the pcoplc alh]ehg sporls and gamcs arc an occasional luxury or ~.
_ altogether denied owing to.the want of both means arid facilitics far practising !
them. Asaresult, large numbers of those who still remain interested in various
sports-and games spend their leisure time watchmg Lhe performancc of a few
"~ champions mstcad of Lakmg part in Lhcm rcgularly ) ’

1
‘

Afler ciliﬁg figures to show that nearly 43% of the 438,641 men who offered to enlist between
- 1906-11 were rejccléd on physical groﬁnds. this pafticular volume continues 1o advocate "a
judicious mingling of games and gymnastic ,exe.rc'isés " in order to best prepare the young soldier,

for a strenuous and demanding military lifc. In the c'ompani-on volume . the author once again
takes aim at the growmg populamy of sports spectaung commenung\ "The bcneﬁts of

athleucs are. also narrowed by the growmg tendency of persons mtcrestcd in them to sil and

.

w09 September 1895, in-Mason, p. 225
' E John Solano ed th51ca1 Trammg (Semor Course) (London John Murray 1913) p 4,




" the outbreak of war carrred a report on an mternauonal soccer fmure between a Royal.
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i

walch the pcrlormancc of a few champrons or proFessronal athlctes instead of Lal\lng an acuve

;part in varlous sporls" 4 Oncc agam gymnasuc exercise and recreational games are Thc

advmatéd rcmcdlcs with mslrucuon and progrcssron provrded by the Army Manual of thsrcal .

Trainjng. . -

'l)espilc‘ the gominucd official cmphasis on Lh'c bcncfils c')f rigorous and sys:tcmatic_

N gymnasUc 1rammg rcscarch suggesls Lhat tcam gamc\ had ‘become. a rcgular lamrlrar and

popular pasume in the rcglmems and battalions of the Brursh army wcll before 1914. One

mrlnarv historjan notcs that although a soldier’ s lrfc was oftcn monolonous and somewhal.'

é -
spartar, u was n olher rcspccts a hcallhy lrfc wnh unlrrnned Opportunmc:s for sport and-

.
1 . * 4

' rccreauon (neither of Lhcm a routmc fcature m thc Frcnch and Gcrman armrcs) and lhe

scrving soldier of lh’e'pre--war pcriod was hard, fit and pcrsuaded'thal clcanlmc‘ss‘ came ﬁ'rsL,
and godliness a bad second™.*’ The madgazine -of the Royal Engineers conlirms this viewpoint

cad devotes considerable column sp.,ace" to scores and reports. {rom g’ames of cricket, rugby and

- . . . -

:‘oolball that were being-played ‘belwecn the Corp's 1'roops. :_li also provides e_vldence that such K

- malches were capable of assummg a role of athlcuc proLocol for one 1SSuC just wwks prror to

L

- I-ngmeers tcam in Malla and a team, of vrsmng Ausman naval seamcn from SMS lrmyz

S'Our Austrian frrends provcd to be.quite a keen lot of sportsmcn ‘and made a greal fight for

honours, but a well contested game ended’in a dr.aw,‘onc goal each"**. ™

L

Football's ’coniributions_to army efforts of international goodwill were ‘cons'cienti‘ously

cop1ed on the home front. The en'ormous popularity of the game in thevfinal'quar"ter of the -

nmeteemh century had wrenched it frrmlv away from the exclusrve control of the umversmes

and public 's'chools and placed it within Lhe gra_sp of all.sports--loving En‘glishment regardless of

class or educauon Officers and mén were thus able to share, a common enthusiasm in the

comradeshlp a d‘competmon afforded all players by a good manly game of soccer.- As Sir

..................

SRLEN o) John Solano, ed., Physical Trammo (Jumor Course) (London John Murray 1913), p. 5

" #David Ascoli,; The Mons Star. The British Expedmonarv Force 5th August -
22nd Novembér 1914 (London: Harrap, 1981) P- 26 -
8 S pper, Jul\ 1914, p.325.

[y
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lohn }-orlcsulc po'mls oul in rns Hmor) of the. Brmsh Army, howcvcr those obscrvmg lhrg
new chnd wnhm the armcd Iorecs Ioresa\v z.rcalcr bcncﬁls rcsullmg from such interaction than

' _ ‘mcrc good natured ‘CHJO\ ment, rcakonmg lhal in'lhc British 'Arm.\‘van officer who has led his

men 10 victory m a football mau.h will be Lhc morc dcvolcdl\ followed b\ them in a sterner

: ‘ﬁcld" 4 Anothcr historian of the rcwlar Brr.rrsh army- -in ]914 makes Lhc commcm lhal ofTicers

_ and men "met on Llu ﬁcld of sporr for an of Ficer who drd not pla\ games wuh Lhc men was

1mmcdralel\ suspcct" A Tthc obscr\aUOns are cc;nﬁrmcd by arr aTUClC in#the Cavalry Journa/

in 1913, in whrch the aUlhor slalcd ofﬁccrs and N ( Os must |om in gamc. sporls and

Lompcuons »\uh lhc1r mcn $0 as lo carn rcspccl for Lhcchlvcs for what they can do raLhcr

- than Tor lhexr ranl\ Gamcs and 5p0r1 promote a hcalth\ lone in the squadron barrack and a

.keerr but’ Incndly rrvalry in the Arm_v A Thxs usc oJ" games o foqtcr goodwrll and mrlnar\

efﬁcicnk:v béiwcen ~ offiecrs' and rrrcn was’ celcbralcd' as a umquol) British - trait by

Major- (Jencral Scou Moncrief in an aﬁcr drnner spceLh at Lhc 2nd. A.G. M of the Ro»a]'.
‘Enginccrs Old Comradcs Assouauon whcn hc told the asscmblcd gucsts Lhal in Lherr Corp:

t

N,

..there was not only uml) of thoughl and feeling with regard to duty, but also
. umly of feeling with regard 1o the corps and with regard to the sports which
- they carried .out. . In. foreign .armics they cannot.understand this sort-of thing.
They cannat understand why a “captain’ of a company on- parade should give
‘orders 16 his-men, and then when he comies into the cricket field he takes orders.
from ‘the captain of the crrckel eleven, who, may be a sapper or a
" lance-corporal; but he obeys orders with regard'to the place in which he has got -
~ to field or the time when he:has 10 take his{urn to stand against the bowlmg as
‘the corporal ‘ajeys the. captam on parade. We find a comradeshrp which is in
‘every sense of the word a valuable nalronal asset.**

. The General S commems may serve as a umely summarv of the changes wrought in Lhe soc1a1
‘ fabrrc of British sport durrng ‘the late Vrctorran and earl\ Lwenueth cemury perrods Whrlst ”

there were undoubtedlv still many legacres of m_;usuce discrimination and uncqual Opporlumly
as Turner p.238. ,

'. % Tim Carew, The Vanished Army (London erl;zfm‘lgmber 1964) p:219-

*" "Xenophon II", "Character Trammg Cavalry Jourfdl (January 1913) pP- 1 4,

T Sapper May 1914 p 269.
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wﬂhin the arena. of British spourt.-physical 1lraining. and exercise had beén cxtqndéd toafar * . -
greater section of the popul:{iion.in ordcf'to_‘dcrivc largely physic"zi_lgbencfils. Games had
similarl,\" permcated thé nation and were seén Lo clevate the p"arlic-ipani ona mOJC metaphysical
planc. Quite cvidently, lhc;, extension of such sports and games had bee;i accompamed by’a'
pairallcl disscfninalion of the values of alhicticism_j such that the mdral.fdividcn(‘ii‘”s‘?f;cld.Lo s‘hapc;’
the character of the youngl!;xﬁan were no. lénger the exclusive prescrvé of the phblic schoolboy,
but were eagerly assigned to the factory \yorkcr, the state sc“hoolboy and the army recruit.
Spdrt. thep; h_ad become an at‘hlct“iic adjunci 1o .vvarférc in, the minds'_of a large cross-section of
the population by 1914 by benefit of its widely iéu‘ded physical and mé‘iaphysi'cal capabilities.
As Sir Ernest Barker, the Principal of Kings College, Oxford,_poimed out in a raﬁher

self -congratulary passage writlen in 1927, drawn from his St_e_vens_on Lecture addresses in

Glasgow in 1925-26, the "unwritten cod‘c'vl':"‘,of the: public schools had dissem’inated far beyond

g o
L 5
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their playing ficlds, and had influenced the gait).i_bn in its preparation for the war to come:

The education given at public schools may seem, at first sight, 10 be confined to
a narrow class, and therefore limited in the range of its national influence.
There are, however, two things which we must remember. In the first place,
the inherent influencer of "the public. schools and the older "universities has
affected thousands who have never themselves been members of either. *Their
code was one of the most definjte, things in. the pineteenth century; it was
carried into public places and institutions - the Army, Parliament, the Civil
Service of the Crown - by rﬁen--'Wﬁo also carrigd prestige; and it was a leaven
.which largely worked on thé gefieral’ mass.*” ool '

Y

Clearly, it _habd’ become a respectable and f amilia_r, salve that sports and games could be used in a
variety of situations to achieve a number of ‘desirable énds. not the feast of which- for military

purposes were physical fitness and . health,’ capacity for. léddefship; ‘courage, co-operation,

49 Ernest Barker, National Character and the Fa&{ors in its Formation, 4th. Edition (London:
Methuen & Co., 1948), p.234. The "unwritten code" feferred to by'the author is earlier ,
defined as "To play the game fairly according to its rules; to play for the side, and ot for your
own hand; to play to the end of the hardest-fought struggle without slackening gffolt till the
whistle blows; to fear sentiment; to hate exaggeration, to-let your highest praise be 'Not bad’
and your worse blame 'A poor sort' - these are some of. the rules-of the unwritten code”,
p.233. o S
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moral strength, loyalty and Fc;‘.rvcm palriotism.‘- ;Thc I‘or(hcqx"ning ;610' éf" S‘port in ihc Greal
War was therefore destined to b(; nol an erratic British 'rcspdnsc thf 'ha’d"lm‘lc or no social
heritage bm rather the product of almost seventy years' cdu’c'atlilonal,_:iddé]ogical and socia]
interaction with spOrt:; and games on the one hand,-and the L:onccpt v(.)‘l'.‘.w.afférc._'on the oillcr.
Thrqs_i into [hé furnace of war in August 1914, -lh'is' .atfnlctié alliané.c oI'. ;s“oéi‘.al énd military

values would be tempered and tested as never belore. e T i



(jlnpter V.
I’ll\'\lCAl IRAININ(,, ILAM (:AMLS AND lRLNCll WARI ARl'

‘_ .thCI_(LlllMls,l\l llll N/\llON A’\'l) I]ll WAR ]914 1918

v

;,;Thc‘.blan'hnd l{'e'n'mct‘hodically and'pains;lak.ﬂngly cal(:ulatedmovcr. a period of several
do vaes ab 3 -

R W }_, :

years., ‘ lv})’f\c cvcm *ol a Furopean confhct three Ger’knan arm)cs would by pass the Fremh'
. e S

. loruﬁcalmm ‘of the Magrnol line, sweep closc to the Channol coastlmc and thcn swmg back to ‘

O S P
’lu T . -7‘« v :
’ thc wes] of Parrs encapsulaung and elmnnagmg tbe French troo%s who had becn drawn 1nto
o A < S . l KA .

'thc mousetraa hkc pocket of Alsace Lorramv Thrs reasoned von Schllcffen the archltcct of

: the plan would brmg Francc Lo hcr knees 1d JUSI 39 days ‘thus releasrng the German lelSlOﬂS

Taly

10 turn. thur attcntions to thelr eastcrn border wrth Russra One year al'ter the old -Count's-

. 1!: . .
. '-°‘d"eallr when lhc spmt if. not- the letter of thls Stratcgy was enacted 1n thc earlv ‘hours of 4
August 1914 it had a further cl”lect whrch few of the German’ General Staff had scrrously

' envrsaged German mvasron of Belgnum terrrtory vrolated a treaty 31gned in 1839 by whrch her

neutralrty was assured,_ Al”ter brief delrberauon the Brmsh government declared war on '

Germanv al 11 00 p m, that mghl thus honourmg a pruw 0 marntam Bclgran soverelgnty- |

. ‘madc in the Brmsh name by Lord Palmerston some sevcnty frve years earller Four drvrsrons
_o the- Brmsh Expedmonary l—oree were. mobrlrzed and landed m France betwecn 9 17 August

under the command of Srr John French A f“rl"th lelSlOl’l arrrved on 20 August and the whole ‘

".‘\

~contmgent moved forward to tal\e up therr agreed posmon between Le Cateau and Maubeuge

on the lel"t flank of the French frfth army From thrs time on until the mrddle of November

'l

N ,thc core of the Brmsh regular army the 'Old Contempubles as they were affectronately ST

. known Were contmuously engaged in erther frghtmg or marchmg in 3o exhaustmg and costly '
campargn whxch cventually resulted in the deadlocked entrenchment of both f orces. along a 590

”mrle front from the anltsh Channel to the Swrss frontrer

o These opemng months of the war, so vrtally rmportant and yeL so. dlf ferent in character to the. o ‘

) ‘later years are admrrably, desg bed and ana%jysed in Davu:b Ascoli's The Mons Star f urther
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) Pour vears ol" blood\ slalcmalc and aurmon were 1o lollovx Bclorc Llrc ‘\Tml\ll(_c ol l‘)lh would
p-

' “end the LOllﬂlLl lhal Was-10 cosi rhc Brmsh lmrprre leﬂC morc lhar i one mrlllon lrvu
- Sport! s mvol\'omcnl with lhc mllon nl war w as immediate anrl e\lumv Thrs Lhaplcr

owill Lonsldcr is rmpacl on’ Brmsh souel\ durmg the war vears. nghlrgl 'lng its pronilncnl, blll’

' & . |

~intricate relarllonshr_p,wnh' Sréss, the army and the educ. om. . “5 place 'ql'the‘l
- [orcfronl" of BritiShwon;ciousness in a ,Li'mc' of national e'risis will be cxénrindd"és m]l the
zrrgrrrnenls and 'vth’eorics uscd by- gron.ps n‘nd \indi‘v‘idu'a‘ls ‘[o'snlsrainr éporl in v[his, nosition 'ol”
_'unusuril cmlhcnce Belore the study continues to cxamine 1l\ rolc in Bnlarn between thL »ears '
"ol 1914-1918, howcver some prclmnnar\‘auenuon should be .given 10 an anal\;n of .what |
C\acll\ 1s thc phcnomcnon bcmg obscrvcd ) : BT .— ‘ e
AL present, no drl‘fcrenllalmg framcwork exists lor a Lomnarauvc analvsrs of” sport s

- 1nlcrrelauonsh1p wnh a soucl\ at war, Thus, an cllorl has bccn matke here lQ cstablrsh somc

dmrngurshmg characlcnsch S0 lhar it mav be | e lull\ mvesmgalcd and more Lhorou hl\
g

_undcrslood Three calegorrcs havc been 1dcnu(1ed for. rhc purposc:s of ths stud\ The ﬁrst of

._‘1hese is a Sirnpﬂ/e'dmsl'on delmcalcd by physical. langrbrlm -'a reeogmuon that durrng the coursc

Ve

‘of Lhe war a numl?;:/f sports cvcnls look place under lhc ausprccs of lhe armed forces both S

m England and ovcrseas on Lhc vatious. warume lronts The oc:c,urrencc of these sport,; days,

32
’-

1mprompLu gamcs meeungs v rganised compeuuons and formal g\mkhana< 1s wrdclyo

documenlcd and rcfercncc wxll be made LO many of Lhcm as. this etud\ prOgresscs Drvrsron of

C -

v

the rema}nmg materral inlo two further classes 1s a morc complrcated process and lrom the -
- o / .
outset it should be made clear that {hc calegorres defmed are nenhcr mmually cxcluslve nor are

rh’ev inrended ro~bc 'the final word m suCh a dclineanon.of hxsroncal ma.rerial." Nevcrrheless

v . -

:.is hoped Lhal Lhey wrll serve as Lools of some convemcnce Havmg alrcady defmcd Lhe frrst

v

caregory as bemg physrcally and hrsLorrcally valrdared examples ol sports events in the Frrst

Edl

World War it is proposed Lhar the two remarmng «ecnons will- be drawn frorn the medmm of -

thc wrnten word be it flcuon ]ournalrsm poetry autoblography or phllosophrcal text: The:

. ’(cont d)lllumrnatron can 9. added by a reading of Trm Carew S Thc Vamshcd Army in whrch
. an.account of the campargn is drawn fronr personal interviews with Survrvors

'~L:- : - & . : ..

i- _ ' N o . . N -
- ,,"""f?" .'__‘ .. oy
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_dclcrmmmgD Iactor whrch shall drvrdc the malcrral wrl] be thc prcsencc of wha[ Bcrgcr and .

_l uckmann call /egilimatrioiz - rhc 'proce‘ss of explammg and Jusufvmg an_cvent- or.

‘occurrcncc in ordcr 10 vahdatc it to a wider, group Of individuals. The aulhors dcﬁne four
separale lcvcls 0( lcgmmauon wrthm SOLlCl)’ for Lhc purposcs of thrs study. such a detarlcd

‘lhcorelrcal analvsrs wrll not be nccessary Inslcad thc framework to be adopted wrll srmply

A

auunpl 10 drsnngmsh betwcen the lcgmmauon of sport: dunng Lhe First World War whcrebv

;

. C\planatorv schcmes or spcclfrc thcorles are advanced Lo accounl for justify or deny sport' E

'

> ,conmbuuon lb the- British war cffort and non- lcgrumalmg cxamples of sporl and war in

45.4\), ’ ' .

w,xl?* which® sport is used asa meraphor or. analogy or an mudenl in the conlcxt of the war: ‘In this
e -) o,

\ m}nner it #s belrcvcd that the 1dcologrcal cuensrdn ol" lhe vatucs of athlcucrsm can be Lraccd

Lhroughour '[hc course of thcwar wrthoul- bcrng ,conf uscd wr-lh examples of mere’ rhctorrc
. mvolvmg thc rmagcry and languagc of SpOTLs and Lcam gamcs !
To rllustralc the beneln of" adopung such ‘a framcwork sevcral exa,rnples can' be

'

: proﬁtablv consldcred Durmg lhe opcmng wecks of the war, fn'st hand reporls of the frghtmg
drawn from letlers postcd home were much in demand by press and publrc ahke The followmg

.’ passages arc som¢ of the many similar e\pressrons thal can be found throughout Lhe war years.

- ..-'In The Trmes a lelter from a member of a Scomsh Hrghland reglmcnt told of a German altack
in which:. Thev came up hke a football crowd leavrng Hampden Park Prrvate Whmaker of
.the (oldstrcam Guards WroLe - "The Germans rushed at us lrke a crowd streaming’ from‘al

Lup tie at the Crystal Palace" N Clearly both stalements are not attempung o legmmale or

theorrse about the mterrelanonshrp of sport and war but are merely usmg the menral prcture of

"an experience famrhar to rhe writer 'to convey an’ 1mage to the reader who has shared that same

1 PeterL. Berger and Thomas Luckmann The Soeral ConstructrOn of Reality. A TreatrSe in the
Sociology of Knowledge (Harmondsworth : Penguin, 1967), pp.110-113.° '
7 This approach is in accord with the work of L.B.Brown, who states that ideologies " .rnust -
" be deduced from commiunications desrgned to influence our attitudes-and behaviour - Such
’ 'commumcauonm are to be found in newspapers television programs or sermons.. .Thew clearesv :
forms. of expression are linguistic'and so an ‘ideology is an integrated set of propositions about
some imporiant social area, or domain. Verbally- -based measures are therefore appropriate for
. theirstudy”, I¢- logy (Harmondsworth Penguin, 1973) p.10. He coritinues "Ideolcg 1es are
" communicated 1 the material$ of:popular culture™, p.12.
. . “Both from The Trmes, 1 September 1914, p.6.. »
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C\pcricncc -1t is an auempl 10 communicate form in lhc medium of the written WOrd using the

' common bond of the Ioolball LI'OWd 1magc Thc Lhm bul uucmll\ 1mpoJrlam dlvldmg lmc,
. : " - .

bClWLCﬂ a legitimating and non- lcmumaung \mlcmcm 3_an be 1llustralcd by )U\Laposmg lhc
.following lw,o’ passagcs; bolh oI' which concern an ,idcmlcal\ wartime scenario- in which troops

witlistand grenade attacks from the enemy:

Some of the men started picking up the bombs and throwing them back - there
was just time-to do it if you were quick and caught them-like a cn,ckucr - until -
the Turks grew cunning and cut short the fuse, when once of lhc 'kint"%cucd
youngsters had his hand blown of [ by‘the bomb he was throwing back.*

..steadiness of ncrvc sound Judgcmem a lruc eye, as. wcl] as ph\sncal agllu\
fwhlch are all necessary to make a good cricketer, must’ prove useful in time of
war. 1 was talking to a great cricketer-the other day, fresh from the Front,
‘who said: "A lot of our fellows would escape wounds if ‘they would oniy’ keep
~cool in the.trenches, watch the missiles more closely - such-as trench mortars,
grenades and rum, jars - and calculate where they are gomg to drop, and after a
lmlc cxpurxcncc you can practically do so" .

- On lhc 5urfacc bolh passagcs z{re using a cru.kcung analogv to dcscnbc Lhc actions and even[v

M I
“of war Howevcr by" 1dcmlf)mg lhc laucr passagc as a lcgmmaung slatcmcnt it can be seen

chcarl\ Lhat Lhc aulhor 1s nol onI\ mfcrrmg lha[ crlcl\cl is an admlrablc prcparauon for war
“but lhal in. the context of Lhc ﬁghlmg dcscnbcd war sharcs many physu:al dlmcnslons wnh the

gamc of c‘rlckct._ This is rcnérated {0 an cven grcater pxlem in the following lines from the.

4

»

A

In a charge too; how w;cful. is- a boxmg man's or a foolballer s previous
xexpcnence Frank Slawn ‘the Australian ex- heavywelght champion-who'is over -
here-serving...said the oth® day "The pracuce of "boxing will' prove to.be of
- invaluable, assxstance 10 bayonct-fighting ‘espcmal]v for-every little trick and -
.artifice used by the boxer Lan bc usefully appho@ 10 that part of a nfle which is

N .
.............. [, s Ty

K Captam C: E W Bean Ofﬂcm “Prcss chrcscmauve thh thw Austral)an Porccs at Ga111p0h in
The Tiries, 7 October 1915, p.7. 3

“ ¢ John Astley. Cooper, "The Brlush Imperlal Spirit of Sport and. {hg War The Royal Colonzal
" Institute Journal, vol.7, no B (September 1916) pp.583-4. M Lfanks to Katharme ‘Moore for

making IhlS materlal avaﬂg:ble to ‘me?

Yo'
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so valuable a weapon at.close quarters.”™®

The delincation of such evidence on a basis of linguistics allows a fuller understanding o be
reached concerning sport in the First World:; 'War. On thc onc hand it indicates the
fallaciousness of suggcstmg thal all use ol sportmg tcrmmology is an ulumale cxpressmn of the

martial valucy assigncd to a-thlcticlsm On the other, xt illustrates the extent Lo whiCh-thm

languagc of sports and team games had pcrmcated the Brltlsh vocabulary and this in uself 1\ a -

srgnlﬁcant factor - Prtvatc Whlttakcr and hls Htghlandcr comrade-at-arms might have equally
used the analogy of workers strcammg home.through the factor,\ gates at theend of t-hc;day,--;
" surely an idcnticallv fan'riliar‘sight to author and ’read'cr, but bothi chose to adopt'a'sporting‘

mctaphor mstcad Thrs close crmeal analysrs of- socio lmgurstrcs can thercfore bcncﬂcxally .

1llummate and dl”Cl‘CI’l[lalC bctwecn lelercnt levels of ldeologtcal commttment 10 thc credo of o

athlctrcxsm e thn v1ewcd in LOHJUHL[lOl’l wrth ‘those: sportmg cvenls whrch took place during
thc war, [hl_S analytrcal framework WI“' aid 1n 1dentrfy1ng,the legltrrnaung 'elernent\tn ‘the
discour-sesur'r'ounding such physical actions. The majority -of the material exam_ined in_this

" Cooper, p.584; CUI'IOLISI) a plcture of Slavm fcaturmg h1m asa Canadlan appears xér The War
Hlustrated, 3 June 1916, p.30. .
¢ The Tact that Edmund Blundcn notes-that soldlers called trench mortar shells Tootballs", for
instance, cannot be taken 10 srgmfy that playing football would benefrt the bomb thrower in” -
+8ime of war, or that war possessed identicalqualities to.a gadne of football. Once again, it is a,
non-legitimating transfer of image-to describe, the unfamtlrar Bdmund Blunden Undertones
~ of War (London : Cobden-Sanderson, 1930), p, 109 U
" This is.an area of sports history which would defrnrtely benefit- from further research. Noelle
Bisseret would, explam the phenomenon thus:. "The dominant class becomes the social referent -
for the gradual reorganisation of signifiers. It sets up its own-language habits (a sign of 'its
supposed natural superiority) as an absolute standard”. This then has the effect of influencing -
non-members to alter and adapt their own language patterns to:imitate those of the dominant
group. Noelle Bisseret, Educatien, Class Language and Ideology (London Routledge &

" - Keegan Paul, 1979), p67.

-1 The relatronshlp between legmmatlon ‘and 1deology is grven consrderatron in several’ leadmg
socrologrcal texts. In partlcular Kinloch states. "Ideologres function to legmmate particular

" group interests.. " and continugs 1o endorse Sehger s.definition of ideologies as "...belief
-systems desrgned {6 serve a partrcular group of people by justif ying 'concerted actron for the
preservation; reform, destruction, or reconstructron of 4 given ‘order' through certain moral

" norm$; Thmited evrdence and. techmical prescriptions” Language attempts to structure the

, audltory environment" of the individual, and thus plays . _crucigkrole in the ideological -

C “process‘ Graham Kinloch, Ideology and Contempory Socrologlcal Theory (New J ersey
Prentrce Hall, 1981) Pp- 6 11. :




’ stidy will, fall into this.category from this point forward.

v - . 2 . . ) | s . .
B . ;

.-
"t

: Wth lhe advanlanc aflordcd by hmdsrght Brmsh rcacuom Lo the dcelarauon of war appear‘. 3 3 ‘

.

absurdl\ naive. l-ew concen d of the forlhcommg magnllude and durdtion of the conﬂm

v

wopular opinion’ held lau Lhal lhe war would be ovcr by (hrrxlmas “ Amonguhc

voluntcers who surgcd to the recrurlmenl oflrces o srgn up for l\ll(.hCl’lCT 5 'new’ armrcs 1here

v

werc oftcn Lhose who\\}presced an eagcrness ‘,to aocclcralc Lhc.rr passagc lo Prance for fear of "

mlssrng lhc war.'? Amongsl the hlgher cchelons of mrlrlar\ Lommand,,howcvcr there avere T
murmurs of drsqurelenmg unCase thal drd not augur well for lhe futurc l\rlchencr eommcnlcd
.10 l-orcrgn Secrelar\ Grey ofi ll?t turn of evcms m Pranee ‘that had resulled in lhe d(‘adloel\cd

,cmrem'nmcm of bolh srdes "1 don 1 know wha[ rs to’ be done Thrs isn r war" whllc Srr John-

Prench later pondercd l cannot help wondcrmg wh\ nonc ol us realrsed what Lhe modern

'rrflc lhe machme gun motor lractron the acroplane.v_and wrreless Lelegraphy would brrng' .

'about' 13 Few had the- vrsron 10 foresee the awful realnv of what was in Slore allhough one

" wrilerin a hrghlw perceptrve letrer lo The szes wrote wrth prophetrc msrght

C g

. e

) Pcrsonal hcroiqm lhe herorsm of mdrvrdual brawn and. boldness will achieve o
little opportunity. . The range of weapons. and modern tactics have s¢t the
struggle on the basrs of ‘mathematics:...This is o bé a war in which DeaLh -will

~ keep tally on automauo adding machines. Past military experiences will furmsh_ :
slight guidance.. It demands new rules and new.tools:**" = - - . Sl

2 N
LA

Dcsprte thrs sombre warmng 11 was’ Lhose ver) quahues of indivvidual brawn 'and ‘~boldness "

: - o
.mherent in Lhe nation's sportsmen that became the focal poml of the army's. recrumng drrve

11 Guy Chapman remembers clearly: ' "We were all prettv unsophrstrcaled There was stilt

" something of the belief that rt was all a game Varn Glorres P xi. . . _
1 Carew, p.56: . - ’ ST

.12 Both-quoted in Llewellyn Woodward Great Brrlam and the War of 1914 1918 (London - :
-.Methuen & Co., 1967), p.39.

14 Herbert Kaufman The Silent. Bmon - An Amerrcan Trrbule" The Times, 19 Augusl 1914




The Times was undoubtcdlv the staunchest allv Of thrs drer and in a rcmarkable drsplay ofv'

ambxguu,v pubhshed tho followmg pocm wrth |t< sportmg exhortatrons 1o mrhtary e\ccllcncc on

thc vcry same da) as thc prcvrou< Iettcr

1

, Lad wrth the merry smr]c and the evcs

Quitk &5 hawk 's-and clear as the day’,. |

" You, who have counted tﬂ game the pn/c S ) _

* Here is the game of games te play, ' - Co Lo
"\ Never-a goat - the-caplains say - N o = S
- Matches the onc that's needed. now R
. Put-the old blazerand cap away =" - R

,hngland 5 co]ours awart your brow BRI

D RPN

J‘ P ' o v

' Thc senuments md languagc of Vernede s poem wrth 1ts references io blazers caps and,': =

o colours were calculated to appeal to the hlgh sprrrted games playmg ‘eX- publlc S(,hOO]bOVS

‘-who had been rcared on the mrlrtary expectatrons embodred in the code of athletrcrsm Sueh

'voung men; werc in 1mmcd1ate demand by the army who offered all publrc sehool and__"" .'

‘ '

;unrversrtv men an 1mmcdtate commrssron fOr the duratron of the war. 1o The Ttmes cncouraged

)

. thesc young mcn to come forward appeahng to. its. own readershrp "All Varsrty men Old R

Pubhc ‘%chool Bovs - men who are hardened to. the soldrers lrfe by strenuous pursurt of sport
should cnlrst at bnee" .V The pubhc schoo} and umversrty men responded to the natron S phght ;

‘wrth' alacrrtv Some 37 OOO students or Old BOys were swﬂ"tly commrssioned in the opfmmg

-vweeks of the war. ! Of these more than 20, 500 had prevnous Off icer Trammg Corp experrence f'-.. R

: and Were characterrsed by one of therr commandrng oFf icers- thus:

) v : A .
\- ; -
. A . ‘_‘ ; . .

- Thev are the figures of Brrtrsh youth with the prmcrples of honour manhood '
. justice and courage 1nstrlled mtb them and with a. very real 1dea of what‘*

N . - Yy “7 1
TSR, E Vernede "The (,all" The Ttmes 19 August 1914 p 7.

6.T.P.' s Weekly vol24, no.614 (15 August 1914), p.227: ' :

1* Quoted in James Walvin; The People's Game. A Socral Hrstorv of British Football .

~ (London:"Allen Lane, 1975) p g89.. .. _ o o
'”POUl’id p29 \'\_ ) . \' t . . N
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sacrifices of casc and luxury and possibly of lif¢ are demanded today.'"

\

§

~The formation of thcsc 'csscmial ch:rraclcrislics was naturally-attributed, if -only in partt, to the

[ootball ﬁeld as. 1‘nc amhor Lonccdcd "cvcn‘lo'da)' there arc'amo;ngsl us those 'who really

’ -~

mraomc Lhal Wcllmglon tramcd hrs otmcrs bcrwccn Lhc eoalposrs e Thcvcomribmion of the

pub]rc sghool rhen howcvcr drd not cxrcnd solc]y into’ lhc of Ticer Lorps ‘As carly as 18 August

*one Old Harlcvburran sugﬂcslcd Lhat LO”CLUHE old publrc schoolboys: 10gc1hcr into units would

K

<.1rcumvcn1 valuablc Lrarmn& lrmc btmg waslcd on Lhc mculLauon of qualrucs alrcady prescm

‘ amongq lhcrr numbcrs Slth compamcs would from lhc ﬁrst posscss lhal cohcsnon and Spirit

N

of mulual corrﬁdcncc and prrdc in Lhcrr corp whrch n is.onc of the main purposes of mrlltar\.

: Lrarnmg to msul" n A A Davrd of Rugby’ School encouragcd fclldw public schoo] men to cnlm :

: m the’ ranks rather Lhan warl for a commmrdn reasonmg lhcrc was "a splcndrd opportunm of

o szrvmg a lcad 10-young mcn of all classcs Hcrc also 1s a suprcmc test of S(,hOOl spml and

e

characrcr Wrth LhC sancuomng of Pa!s Battahonx for rmegrauon ‘into Kuchencr §.armies,.

Y . \

. whereb) groups of" frrcnds rclatrvcs workmales or fcllow {cam players could al] cnlrsl and’

- serve together the way la) opcn for the formallon of a Publrc Schools Bauahon Wrthm davs

r

. -» of its’ bcmg announ@l 1 950 ex pubhc &chool and U.anCI'SII) mcn had enlrslcd - enough {s]

R fprm no_t'oric, bu( two ba_tgalrons - _m-ordcr 10 scrve.alor‘rgsrde L_hgrr peers. A reporter- p01nled"_ '

ut "They arc all of.'ihé w'ell—io-do-class. and are 'paying Lhcir'own.cpr'nsc‘s and noted Lhat _‘

. mast worc lhcrr old school caps or colours as they paraded from Hvde Park 1o Vrclorra Slatron

.~¢\. v

iza rome to hpsom Downs for lrammg ** Their duuful and emhusrasuc patrrotrsm was
A .

celebrared in "The Recrurts by 1 Gregory Smrth ,' e )

'

O! Hearts ever youthful, like séhoolboyé at play
" So be 1t wrlh you in Lhe Lhrck of the fray;-

Y Alan R Haig Brown, The O T C. and Lhe Great War p 83.4 4 g .
- 2% Haig- Brown, p:93. . - - ] : : L :

2 The Times, 18- August 1914, p- a. &

n The szes 11 Seplember 1914 p.S..

iy
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In the crash and the smoke and the roar of the fight |
Be it yours, if it nced be, to di¢ for the Right!*?

The 'Sportsman's Battalion' af the Royal Fusiliers actually advcrLi;scd' for recruits to its ranks, i
specilying that they should be between 19 and 35 years old and from "upper and middle classe‘s .'
only". An entrance fce of three guineas was charged to cach succcssf'ul applica’n.l.’;

- Thc patriotic zcal cxhibited by the public school fraternity was matched by many.of the
nation's sportmg organisalions, who curtailed their scasons and fr\Lurcc in order to cncourage
enlistment amongst their members. I:arly in September Mr. Philip Collins, Vrce President of

the Hockcy Association and Chairman of the-England Selection Committee suggeslcd that_all .

commg matchcs should be abandoncd as -this would realise some 40,000 able- bodied men for _

g military service.?* Two days later, all rugby clubs in Kent were asked by their association o
_ scralch Lhcrr lmures and cncourage players’ to join up ™ The followmg day “the Rugby
o I-ootball Umon armounu:d its rntentron of forming a unit of rugby players to frghL in France

and ina column headcd "Pamousm Bcforc Spor[" invited volumoers who wrshed 10 carry arms

i .
wrth assocrates f) rom the rugby r raternrty to send an application to Twrckenham the tradmonal

e

S P
' ‘home of Englrsh mternauonal rugby football 7 Therr Irish nauonal team counlerparts Jomed v

.

up. wrth thc 71h Battalxon Dublm Fusrlrers amrdst a srmrlar flurry of emhusrasuc press

. coverage ", Many amateur football assocrauons decided to cancel all frxtures durmg the war on

he grounds Lhar iL. wouId be desecralmg therr playmg frelds m “use- them for sport at such a

t

e The T:mes 15 Septembcr 1914, Desprte the enthusiasm that surr:  Jed their f ormation‘l one -

soldier at least casts a diff erent light on their reception at the f: ront in 1915: "They were Very

' ‘decent chaps but hopeless as soldrers the only thing they ever became proficient in was

swearing. ‘Their mail Was always twice as large as the rest of the-Brigade's put together”.
There were, however, some redeeming qualities. After the Public Schools Battalion had been
"practically annihilated” at High Woed on the Somme, the author's unit were the recjpients ‘of

food parcels from home that had arrived for public school casualties. He remembers clearly

"We lived.on luxuries for the next few days". Frank Richards, Od Solé” ers Never Die

* (London: Faber & Faber, 1964) p-154; 192.

** Pound; p.113.
s The Times, 2 September 1914, p.3.-

26 The'Times, 4 September 1914, p.10.

% The Times, 5 September 1914, p12.  °~ {Mg
8 The Times, 18 September.1914. o ,

”~
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time .Quch dcmonstrations of "prtriotic intent ' deemed' enti'rel:\"in’aet‘o‘rd with the traditional .
response of the Pnghsh sportmg t.cntlemnn Were: tclebr"xtcd as cssenttal sacrifices netessar\ lor
thc successful defence of thc rcalm A smtabl\ voulcrous C\prcsston 0( outrage ouurrtd
thcrc(orc when the l*ootball Assouatnon announeed that thetr programmc of prolcsstonal.
' lcague ‘games would not be curtatlcd in splle of the national emergcnu Y In the oftcn bttter
) debatc that followed this revclatton decades - ol eontrot'crx\ surroundmg the growth andq
' dL\ clopment ol the game_of football were brouzht to ltght and atrcd in the (.onventent eause of
nattonal umt\ | |
The gar - of footbal] had drlfused hbcrall\ through the soual strata of Brtttsh souet\
followrng thc lormatron oF the Footbal] Assouatron in 186z and had bcen swrftl) adopted by :

“the workmg classes of the mdustrtal heart]ands of anland Thts socral dtffuston brought wnth '

it ethrcal and 1deolog1eal turmorl for thosc players and admtmstrators who had been reared on -

* the game in the closcted cnvrronments of thc nation's publre schools Under ’t et 1etsof_

athletrcrsm sthey had been taught to valuc@m Vernede s-words, thc game- the prize ; rather '

than the result Football, ltke other tcam games was o be played ina sptrrt of sportsmanhke

good conduct where rtvalr) was good natured and the quahtv of the malch surpassed ‘the fmal L.

score in 1mportance The vast mtrusron mto the game ol" the lower olasses brmgmg w1th them~

nwelcomc novelttes such as parttsan supporters lack of sportsmanshlpr and the ulttmate bane
~of the amateur gentleman ethos - the profess:onal footballer - was held to ‘be totally

- detrimental to the progress and pracuee of football Ty was from those svmpathetxc w1th thts
g .

-

line of argument that the wartrme crrtrcrsms largely stcm for they represented a sectron of the
' A populatron who felt- that therr values and. therr game were bemg undermmed by a challenge :

YH.W WllSOIl and J,A. Hammerton eds The Great War The ~Standard Htslory ofthe

' All-Europe Conflict, vol.2 (1915), p.118.

** An identical controversy in: AuStralra is the subJect of Mrchael McKearnan s "Sport, War and
Society : Australia 1914- 1918" ;in Sport in Austraha Selected Readmgs 1n Physical Activity
. -.(Sydney, McGraw-Hill, 1976) .

. 1 These were the roots of the controversy which Spht the F Al mto rtval factions during the.
Edwardian years, and the organisation only Tecovered its unity-in the vear prior to the First
World War. It is also interesting to note. that equaily antagonistic claims were made against the
"professional gladiators™ of the U.S. Olymprc team in Stockholm 1912. John Lucas, The ‘
Modern Olymprc Games (New York: A S Barnes & Co 1980) pp.91- 95

-

'
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[rom the new workmg men's brand o{ sotccr i Thc decision taken by lhc 1- A. o contmuc

proresqnonal Icaguc socccr was thus smftlv branded- as an almost lrcasonable offence qurte ‘

ﬂ:amsl thc gnm ol nauonal unltv R
tat

Thc first shot m thc cxchangc was ﬁrcd by thc bvenmg New.s “which annotnced the
' curtallment of 'its s\ports paper ﬁecuon (circulation 50\000) in a column headed’ "Duty Before
‘Sport" ;- - . ¥
/ : ! . . . : . '> . . ) - “
This is no time for football. This hation, this Empire has ‘got to. occupy itself
. with more serious buSiness. The young men who play footbal] and the young.
- men who look on have better work to do. The trumpet calls them, their
~+ country calls them, the heroes in the trenches call them. They are summoned '

1o lcave  their sport, ‘and to take part in the great game That game is war, for
lrfe or death.*" ‘ , .

-Renou'ncing foot'ballv and enlisting -10 'play the greater ga_me"For" King -and country shot to

drsproportronate prommence in the carly months of the war. Recr’uitment'f()r Kitch"n’er's

-

o ,New Ar,mres~ was based exclusrvel-) on a voluntary basrs. Consequently a vocal minority- saw

{it'as cxpedie'rrt' to tbe na'ti‘ovnal off ort.that the Football Association should be forced to abandon
its programme of games and encourageplayers and spectators alrke to srgn up ~ The responses
f rom the amateur clubs and assocratrons only served 10 embrtter the unpamotrg stance of the
professronal footbal]ers Perhaps the most notable contribution on, thrs lOplC was penned by
. .none other than the redor&btable cricketer, DI.W. G Grace who noted that prof. essronal crrcket

" too, should glve wa.y t0-more serious matters..-

P
il

- The f rghtmg on the Contment is very severe and will probably be prolonged I
. thmk the time has’ arrrved when the county cricket season should be closed, for .

it s not frttmg ata trme hke the present that able bodied men should play day
3 Mason p.222. The background to. this controversy is more f ully drscussed in C Veitch,
. "Play up! - Play up! And Win' the War! Football, the Nation and the First World War,
1914 15" (Paper presented to the British Hrstory Semmar Department of Hlstory Umversrty
“of Albertz, 14 March 1984) . ’ - _ T o
3 The szes 3 September 1914 p 6. o T oE e cx ,
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alter day, and pleasure seckers look on. . 1
’

Conscious of its somewhat delicate position in the limelight of the nation's press, the

Football Association put .its complete administrative structure at the disposal of the War |

Office, and offered the use of all lcague club grounds for the purpose of recruitment and

training. 1t was announced that Glasgow w'ould form a batalion of football players and

l’ollowérs, and that recruiting rallics would be held at soccer grounds during the half-1i--
mlcr\al on match da»s One poster displayed at a london ground,cncouragcd fans with the
words: . ' .

o

“Do you want tobeca - o ' <
- Chelsca Die-Hard?
I so
, Join the 17th, Battalion
+- .. - Middlesex Regiment
o -"The Old Dic-Hards'
a3 ¥ And follow the lead given
\ga by your favourite Footbal} Players.**

o

These acts, however, were insgfficient to, quell the protests; which reached a sensational peak

on 8 Scplembe‘r'when one F.N.Charringlon, an East End Tcmpercnce‘ worl(er, sent a telegram

to the King, asking for thc playving of football to.be banned durmg the war. Earlier that vear,
'George V had beer the frrst rcrgnrng monarch 1o attend a. Cup Final, and had also become the
N 'honoraryparron ofvlhe Footb_all. Assocratron. ‘In a drplomaucally-worded reply, the‘Krng s

Personal Seccretary told Charrington:' "...the doin‘gs of the Association: will be carefully

" followed having regard to the King's position as its patron”.** Undeterred, and-convinced of

the validity of his cause, Charrington’ attended ‘the Fulham club’s next_home game, and. in

atternpting to cause a disturbance, was‘set upon by two_,over-‘z‘ealou's'elub officials at

e T

WT.P.'s. Weekly vol 24 no. 618 (12 September 1914) p. 316

¥ Walvin, p.89.
. 3 The Times, § September 1914 p 4. Both telegrams are reproduced inf ull in The Grear War

vol.2 (1915) -p.145.

i
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half-lime'.-‘" Undoubtedly, he was not alone in his ‘coodemnatio'n of the continuation of league
: . S . * P .b' . ‘, ,' . \ '
soceer, as is revealéd by an entry for 16 December.in the diary of & young journalist that year:
) ' N )
) 5

-

Going 10, footpall matches in thc -old days we uscd ‘10 be confronted with
evangelical posfcrs greatly concerned for our cternal welfare, asking us, among
other question$, "Are you prcpared to meet your (God?" and bidding us

- "Repent, fo\?‘thc time is at hand”. In these days the posters carried by -a fine

- of sandwich-men, . walking- up and down before the gates of the Chelsea
ground,-ask the crowds such questions as “"Are you forgetting that there's ¢ war
on?", "Your Country Needs You", "Be Ready to Defend: YouT Home and
Women from the German Huns”. So far as 1 could notice, little attention was
given to these skeletons at the fcasl ‘Inside the ground there was excitement j
and Wproar. w o : : -

lncndcms such as thesc appear 10 have Loughened me rcsolve of the Managemenl Commmee of

‘Lhc lcague who stated: The committee arc even more dcc1dcd1y of the oplmon that in the

!

mleresls of the peoplc of thls countrv football ought to. be commued " % The defiant stance of

the. F.A. was a ‘source of considerable dxsappomlmem 10 the.army s recrumng officers:

|

1t has a moral effect.. These prof essnonal f ootballers of rngland are the pick of
s ‘the country for fitness. Nobody has a right to say that any body of men are
' »not doing their duty, and ‘there.may- be ‘excellent domestic reasons why every |
‘one of these thousands of players dogs not enlist.. But when'. the young men
- week- after week sce the finest physxcal manhood of the country expending its
- efforts kicking a ball:about; they can't possmly reahse Lhere is a call for every

f‘ll man at the from A0,
.l .
R . . : - . A v

TR - - . . IJ'

: 'and the comroversy was f uelled by Lhe pubhcatlon m the same 1ssue of the following poem A

L4 rl . \ PR

close readmg of the fi irst stanza in parucular reveals Ihe poet s blas e SR Lo

2
c .

C Thg szes 8 September 1914 p.4. -

% Michael MacDonagh, In London During the Great War ~The Diary of a Journalist

(London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1935) p. 44 .- ' ’

© . *° The Times, 8 September 1914, p.4. o o T
- % The Times, 24 November 1914, p.5. : T

]
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Cone, ledve the lure of the foolball ﬁcld
With 11\ fame so lightly won,
And take your place in a greater gamc
~© Where worthicer deeds.are done. - o
©«  +No game is:this where thousands watch - ' .
P . The plav of a chosen few: ' - : ‘ o
But rally all¥if’ you're men at all, i T
There's toom in the team fof you.

. You rm\ fmd your place in the baulc fronl
. If you'd play_the forward game, - :
To carry thedrench and man the gun<°’ W
With dash and deadly aim.
O, the ficld is wide, and the foe is strong,
“And it's far fTom wing to wmg
-~ But we'll carry through and it's lhcrc Lhal \ou o
S rLMa\ shoot foryour flag and King. : ‘ C

s

* Will you play your part in' the middic linc .
thrg,our airmen bear the brunt, . T e
,Who break the plan of the foc s altack ’ ’ »
And rally the men in from" . .

o A bold assault and a sure defence ' o )

In their gamedhey will combinc; ' N o

And there's honour too awaiting you' - 4 : :

-

“©., !lfyou'll play in the middle lingg, , . ¥ ) o ,

17

¢y

9

&
~
i

And, last of allnyou mayfind a place o T e

7 Pérchance uf less reknown, o 3 N

o Where-a wilfng arm ma) save the game.

AR If the first d¢fence breaks down. C : : A

* - So while othfTs sgrve in the far-off from LA i 4

“Or out on the deadly oam, . . oo R
Will"you not cnrol to keep the goal . \ o *

And fight for your hearth and home! ™ o '

ane

‘Then leave for a while the football field -
And the lure of the flying ball - S

Lest it dull your ear to the voice you hear ‘
“When your King and country call. ‘

o Come join the ranks of our hero sons' o - s
- In the wider field of fame, o e -

‘.- . Where the God of Right will watch the flght . . , . S,
~% .« And referee the game T o ’ T
: . P 4

49'

A shortcr and openly sardomc pocm -of the same sermmems ,had appsarcd °ear11er that week‘

- P

] “ "The Game by A. Lochhoad The Tlmes 24 N0vember 1914 p 9. b

' . . , . N T
S N . . i . « . - . N
. ’ . . - . o . .
. R . .. v] o ‘ 2
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. “Lompletc w1th C\planatur\ hcadmg oo : o '
- "”Profcsslonahsm ;yansua] C
[Thc }-ootball C up ( Ompctltrons ar%o pmcecd as . sual - Daily }’_apcr‘].
. - ¥ ’ '
v Twoﬁmd twcnu ﬁ;:hung fmen _; ' - o e
~ Fitas ﬁtean be . ' T T
- Kick the football, though thc‘War!;i .
Is fought on land and sca. o R
"Play as usual ", rin and kick, - . ~ I
Though the focmcn land, . e T : BN "
. Goals must be'defended 5till - T LT e TR
" 1f Britain is to stand.‘* ; LT Cw
R . . < . ) ’ ¥
R o By
The szes teportcd in a bxttcr tone that rccruument drlves at’ football league matches werc'.;‘_ e
0 y :

E\Khavmg dxsmal results dospxte largc crowds On Saturday 21 Novembcr ‘only SIX volumeers‘_ b,

70

i

- come fOrward -a substanual@ dnease over the months of Segtember and October‘“ Thxs wo,‘ald

‘was & growmg feelmg that proTessmnal atnd spectacular football is. m'e

e y E Q{n

SUCcessf ul recru1tmg~« 4 These obscrvauohs ngnored the f act that thé Mntmofi ;

‘,,ﬂ\.

.

becn a“hxgh}y successl ul one for the nation’ m recrumng terms More than 160 OOO men had

tend:to suggest that. the youth of the nation were qulte wxlfmg to’come f orward and serve\the

v

natxon m its hour of need but chose not to enlast at the f ootball grounds whef& they went for 5@

Lo

recrea‘tlon and a brnef resplte f rom the war. Such a line of reasomng was quite overlooked ,bz 4 o

e -

the opponents of war-time foot.ball.‘ ' SRR S, o

. IR I . “ <o . {—,;.?.
B - U o - _ _ R 4“__,
" 91 TIP.'s Weekly, vol. 24 no. 628 (21 November 1914) P 561 ) > o 3 :
3 The Times, 23 November 1914, p.6. - . o T

r-

“ The Times, 30 November 1914, p.5.. " *

-4 J6hn Osborne The Voluntary Recruiting Movement in Bntam 1914 1916 (Stanf ord

Stanford Umversxty Press 1979) AppendlxI ) e
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lrmmm. manual for the war, wrotc that ncw Tecruits musi be taught:.

Xl

S
\}

- Whilst lhrs 1hml\ veiled struggle b(}lwecn 1hc valucs and C\pcuauom of two. polarised

/
; " . A N

soua] L]ﬂk&C\ was Lonlmumg 10 gam auenuon erc WeTe morc eonulmlor\ aucmpls bcmg

s

madc o pcr‘;uade the vomh ol the atron lhal lhur Molballmg skrlls wuc an ad\'amm_eom .

prepamuon for war. ‘§1r l\obcrl Baden- Powcll m his Lnormousl\ 1nIlucnu;1] unoﬂlua]

e

4 . . e

-

|
' % ' BN
~..from the ﬁrst that they are like.. -plavergin a- fodlball team caeh‘ has Lo bc
) perfccr and efficient. each has to adhere paucmly tq the rules ang- Lb pla\ in his
place and play the game - " nat for his’ own advanccmcm ot glorrﬁcauon bul

mmpl\ and so]’cl\ Lhal at all costs hrs SldC ma\ wm

,(.I".‘: i '.«. i (“ . -

gy a

,«L
« .-,-.

I35

Ad’i‘mral I. ord Charles Bcresford too, chosc 10 rcmam :ylooi from what had bccgmc k) drspule

SRt N et . ,.
“of drsunul\ audre rhetono a\nd in-his apﬁea adoplcd redson in preﬁ;@ncc 1@ raneour _
D-' o . * f“ B '/1- L - SN T, \"":J . / . . i
T 2 M o J/ NP
B . B ' P . ED . . P : - Pt Rl
. . . " g w ot T SN _ ) L :»p:”' . _'Qr;,;/" ; N

4 '. on : L N

1 east no stones. Thc men who pla) footballf ‘encket and other games-are our &Py
finest ‘specimens of ‘British manhood. Jput g to them’ to consider - they are ° ‘
fi1, strong, healthy. and as: sporrsmen they .are cheer) hcalth makes vrgour-
.. . cheerineés makes pluck - I put it o them that-we musl now all be prepared: o
' SLand by i country and to suffeér J"or our counL

¥ . v

@
’ F

Whr]c ths s,bblgauon u"named u

frrst Chrrstmas in, the trenches wuh hue srgn of the hosulmes easmg in deference 16 the

‘occasnon. However,.«)n'ChrlsLmas Eve along several slretches of lhe Flanders from curious

f eSLi'Ve 'scenes began to take place German soldiers were observgd setung up a Chrlstmas tree
omplete wrth hghts on their parapet and were soon; heard smgmg and Jokmg in Lherr'

tren}hes “ I:ven more remarkable was the scene on Chrrsrmas mornmg when German soldrers'

, AL .
Y N
7

clambered out 1310 no- man s land unarmed and encouraged th'e Brmsh soldlers to _]011’1 Lhem in

a Sit R.Baden- Powell, Qurck Trammg for War A Few Pracucal Slﬁgslrons Illustrated bJ
. Diagrams (London : Herbert Jenkins Ltd., 1914), p.102. In September 1914 alone, this book
“sold over 50,000 copies in three 1mpressrons S T \ )
‘? The Great War, vol.2 (1915), p.117.° . : Co

*t John Terraine, "Christmas 1914, and After”, p.784




a jubilam.:’jepo'irlalreonS' and totally unofficial iruce. -As the soldiers from both armies

s

' played uritil the ball snag’ged and punc .cd'on ”rc barbcd wire ‘that had

\ B} . »

[ra;,crmrcd cxchangmg food, souveniers, cap badges and bultons"f'&omc of.thé most in‘cr_c'dibie'}

4,1 : o [} I
" sporting seenes in; thc war lOOk placc - m » least two places-alorig the front footballs were.

produccd and imprompu matches star’ 'p between the German ,and: Rritish; Bldiers. A

-

s of abdut fifty a side

b\ecn/dcsrguatcd # one

soldicr in lhe Bcdl‘ordshirc chimcm P d ore gamc.in whiclr tea

.- -of the goal lmcs . In the scuor of th L. ondon erlc Brrgade anoLhcr game was obscrvcd in the

Avrcmuv of Hrl] 60 whcrc one membcr of lhc Brxush forccs is rcputcd 0 havc found amongstﬂ

' chman opponants was canCellcd due o shells fallmg in thcrr sector.*!

. offcnders B In Lhe light of Lhc pro,mmence of football in the natronal eye at [hlS stage of the'

.,

EE I . )

lhc (Jerman\ranks hrs formcr harrdrcsscr who. playcd on the same local soccer team in

L rverpool bcfore Lhc war. 30 Al] was nol cxact]y qurcl on Lhe Wcslcrn Front thal day, howevcr

L/l Ay P R
',',' »

') . . ,,, ,l; -0

Such scenes wcrc not lo're- occur durmg Lhe remammg years of* the war and WCre a

S C :

:k

. zt -

oy . K4

‘b

©war, it'is mterestmg to note Lhat not only did lh&press fail to make any polmcal capnak;mul of

the treasured 1mage of 'Tomm§r Atkms as the stalwart enemy of the Teuton foe. Ce:tamly. _

.

a lhese mcxdems but that . the nanonal prcss sur\}eyed in lhlS studv failed to menuon the -~

>

' (,hrrslmas frlvolrt'y at all. Ii\J_\uId appear tha Lhere was a Lotal news blackout on Lhe af'ﬂur

perhaps to protect the sgpior staf'f of the army f rom a searchrng enqu'Ty, or possibly to protect-'

rhc coverage of the "inter- cnemy football agames would have been somethmg of a kneil of '

R

doom f or those who had been so°ﬂ)crf erous in therr condemnauon of prof essronal soccer, and B

N, . ‘.‘ '

those who advocated football as an essentral mgredrent in- the xrarmng of the Brrton to:

'.\ .

overcome the Germans on the battleﬁeld e

................ x-"

e Tcrrame‘ p.785; D. Winter, "Tithe Off from Conflrct Chrlstmas 1914" p- 43

#% Terraine, quoting from an umdenufred source, p. 785
h Terramea p.785. _ o LT . : )
& Wrnter p43 o -,’_ o S S » .

. 76

uﬁbon b} thc mrlrtary amhormes on. both srdcs of no man's land Stern"'

t .g any such mcrdem were: 1ssued and severe pumshmenls Lhreatened for any L

and a proposcd soccer game bc[wcen lhe 2nd Argyll and Sutherland Hrghlanders and Lhcrr. o

. “)
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“Professional football {inally ‘I'u_ll into-ling on 24 April 1 915, Hu }\hakl ( np } in: 11 JWas,

plaved at the Oid TrM'l'md;gmungl i Manchester between (‘Hcl.\'u;l and Shcl[whl United., lhc :

Jatter-chib winning by the only goal of the game. As he presented thescup and medals tothe

feams, , Lord Derby elffectively closed the debate on war-time professional soceer with the

cwords: "You have pj[l_\ud with oh’c ;mmhcr woagamst-one anmhm for 11];‘ Cup; plu} with onc-

o

anotiter for anl;:n‘d nm\'"." Thus CI'Ide u“hl mmnh‘-um\lc ..dll()ﬂ lm the p«mum British

"

»

" reading public. L AS Md\on \u\: AL must hn« bun with some LO]]\IdelhlL rclu(;l that the

CSNCWS Was ,broadca.\l l:ncr»l'nal _yc;xJ\‘%!}zil_ 1hc njcn-oli hu Finst Hxlmhon ol l]k Isth.London

+

'}\uwmcm, had mnc into action. al 1.oos, lul b\ mcn klakmg,n mmmn Al l‘(!Sl Hrilmn S

v

sportsman- xold:cr ic.n.‘iau

k4 . "‘»" e : : Coe e

rmnonal ganme umﬁ (.lillm loml mnumi \\Ilh lhc war “cffort, \ulhmn [hL skeleton ol active

PFO’LS\IOHHI soccer .11 hOH'lL in the umbmrd Thnx \mk’ a far morc dmmblc image - he Brmsl

ua

v tha fl*‘hl m.amsl 1hc Hlm - and i nndouhlcdl\ umctcnul the lornur-
O N AR L

CTILES. ll dl\o/\&‘ﬁf s _iz.‘uf for fuulrc Bmlsh war- rqmrlms_ 4\khmh unbmud the Hdll(md]

A
X

G ‘.

\pomng SlCTLOI\pt with: rmcwul \1&&}” \1,\ crthefess., 1ﬁf11rorc‘§$@r lh%anmmmuon of th;-

gamu during Ihc LarI\ momhx o‘! the war had hwhhghud Lhc \/Monan lc«vau“'(ﬁ mlcq\c soual '_'. E E

<l

(hﬁcrcmmuon within the ‘nation, parmulaﬂ\ m rceard to almudc.s lowards and \alucﬂmn of

-
‘

lcam games and their comribulion l()._lhc f'ormal_l‘_on ol national characlcr I pdmul‘e\r

:

reveals the ¢vient to which the most vocal of the: cril'ics - cspcciall_\'(-';hosc wh()"r;i‘iscd their .
. ‘\) CL -.'.’ .

objuuon\ \\nhm The columns UJ The szes - dmorlcd lhc situation 1o ‘give chd nee 101 t-hcirt'.

assault on what was LSSCHU&”\ an auad\ on lhur cofrwrch/‘nslon ol th workmL C]dS\ clhos ol ;

o . . -

L

xport Thmr tirades n.norcd thc fau thal th vast. majorm of .warking dasx socc,cr was -
’ . ) . \B e
amatcur an\gl that many “of. th more than 300 OOU plaVCf%I‘Lgl&lCrLd with amaLcur Lcams had

v

) 7 . . . f

L . o ‘ .
7
Quotcd in scvcral sources, including W.J Bakcr ,07

- ** Although the The War Illustrated publishéd Sir Owcn Scamaﬁ S pocm "To a False Pamot

Cas ialcas 25 Dcu:mocr 1915, which opcncd with the foliowing. lines: "He came obedient to the -

call 7 Her mlghl have shlrkcd%keﬂmff"’mk malcs / ’Who w‘uIe Lhcu‘comradksuu*gm and fal] o4
Snll go o swell.the football gatés . e T .

* Mason, p.255. The-incident was commcmoralcd with'an arust 's 1mpruslon of Lhc cvcm m
The War Hiustrated, 30 October 1915, p.264.
“ See chapter VI, "Gallant Britons and Barbam Huns Sporl and Bmlsh Propaganda in lho
First World War".

'
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- ; Gallant 0ffic_er Séd‘resla .-’0;] on theﬁ%ld‘(;fWar‘

e ¥ -

¥

."Gallant Officer scores a "‘C}ngl,'on the Ficld of War” - Loos, 1915.

-

. B S
‘v B



suppoﬁ%ng by’ lhcrr prorcsls - for’ football to bc conunued as it provrded a wclcomc resprLC'

19

‘rlrcad» cnhstcd in the I"orees Thu pald scant aucnuon to claims b\ th Football Assouauon
that Lhe\ were cmplovmg onl\ 5 ,O()O prolcsslonals of whom 2 (500 werc a]readv wnh the forees

’ and onl\ a furlHer 600 were unmarrrcd and lhcrcb\ ehg.rblo Ior cnlrsrmcnt i ln lhcrr blind

mdrgnat‘ron lhcv also rgnorcd a plca from’ thc m;en in thc lrenchcs - who th‘) wcrc oslcnsrblw

» ’v ,\:‘ ~‘

it

2 : : 5t % o g B Y
had recrurted 500, OOO men by the'end .of 1914 Temains unsubslanual;;d thcrc ls Imle doubl &hal
. XN B

their .administrative machmerv “Was of mvaluable assrstance lo lhe War Oifr(.c in lhc carlx

iy - ar )

1

" month> of the war! wo On(.c agam thr« rccelved hltlc aeknowledgcmenl from fhc self appormed

N3 K

' pamouc prolcslcrs ‘who'saw the commuauon of lhe gamc as thc ullrmale nauonal evif: In view

uof .'rh’rs,-?—?r-'here would :

s ¥ L B . R

¥
) -710 be S

Ome Jusuﬁcauon m lhe cquall) antagomsm c]am’rs of Lhe

'Al'hlélic Nem W

" The whofe agrrauon is nothing less lhan an artempt by thc olasses to srop thc,
- recréation on one day in the week of thg, masses...What-do they care for rhc o
““poor man's sport? The .poor are. giving ‘their Tives for. this country .in R

thousands. - In many cases they have nothing else.. .there ar¢ rhose who could ... v

_bear arms, ‘but- who have -to stay at home and work for the Army's.
requirements, and the country's nceds. “Thesé shobid; according to a small .

" clique- o[ virulent snobs:; ~be~fleprrved of the- one Qrstraciron that they have had. .~
- for over thirty, years g » . , LR
L 3 . '.:;9;_", : . . - : o : ' .
: K 7 5
- .

44.,

. from the drudgery of war. o Alrhough lhe I-ooLball Assoeranon s claim. thr thcrr orgamsauon_’ v' .

A more rauonal yet sympathelrc vrewpomr is recorded by Mrchae] MacDonagh who noled i

his drary for December 1914 the observatron 1hat "Qr a barurday recemly I saw a match '

Lo

: between Chelsea and ‘Arsenal at the .Chelsea ground There was as brg an atlendance as I had ‘

evcr seen before Ihe‘Wa-r Thrs shows how popular the game is as a specracle and the

=

87 Wa]vin' p.86. o "

¥ Mason, p.253. v o : i o

** Sapper, October 1914, p.54. - TN o

¢ Walvin, p.8%. - . : ) . o S L=
s Mason, p.254. " - I - T S
62 MacDonagh, p.44. ' R

relaxanon it affords lhe workers after their week s rorl "8 Regardless of therr nrotives, the_L



N

{ r&pomng lor mtlltan trammg at thc WhllC Clty ground%l london
\ .K‘ '.

Wmlst v:gorously campalghmg l“or the curtallmcnt ol the game on the Home Front t

N

) lS a ‘o lnkely that thls self -same group would have staunchly endorsed the army 's m’creasmg .
,prcoccupafbn thh games as forms of trammg and recreauon for the natton s brave sons under

g ar/ms; Qurtc ewdentlv m tlme of war thc gamc Waq o be eleVated o the status of the greatcrA '

gamc or stmply not played at all Poterttlal offtcers wcre remmdcd that thexr sportmg~

v

e\pcnences would prove mvaluable 10- thelr capacmes for leadcrshtp once they were thrust mto

a

‘thc fray m charge of a company of men, and Were encouraged 1o make thrs 1deolog1cal transfer a

part of thelr lcarnmg expenencc prlor to embarkatton for Prance Lo -

L Anyone who has played football polo or crtck oy .. ' dged has taken part in
. -any team’work, knows well the value of a capta¥BcaN face the worst of-

" games with-a cheety smile, how it puts heart into al- i %nsprres them to buck:

‘up and do their best, even thOugh thmgs may be lookmg hopeless ult is. Just-..

i : the same-in war.** ., .

€
DI .
St

- '
RS ] R

Another mlhtarv pubhcauon retterated the 1mportance of the relattonshtp between ‘the ofﬁcers

- \
and their men stressmg that phys:cal f 1tness was a prlmary faetor contrrbutmg to success m an
’at{ack I . R :
I L

Thrs war- has rrghtly bee: called a platoon commander S show and I warltk you :

-, young officers 10 regard your mﬁ@a&a shepherd does: hxs flock. - He knows all' .

.- about them: 'In addition, you mus‘t by persxstent and contmuous

A (a)Physxcal trammg L . N .
(b)Bayonet fighting . . - . - " B C oL
(c)Trench digging : -~ ... 4 L,

" (d)Rapid firing- . ° R oL . f . T
(e)Marching - | A I - PR
get yourself and’ your. pen so flt that the excesswe demands whrch thls war'- S
above all others lS makmg on the endurance of the ranks does not crocl'( you -_'

83 The War Iflustrated vol.1, p 630
64 Baden Powell p. 75 :



. S - o - ' .8
' . ‘ - ° \ - T . . | ’
in lhc; firsl véc k. If amanis phvslcallv unfit 11 is-like putting a consumptlvc
. up against a Trained prize-fighter. The consumptive may be brave. but he is
+ . absolutely knocked out in the first round.*

. ‘ : - ‘
. \ .

B
i

\Thc'Major éocs on Lo rcmin(l-his‘ officCr trainecs: The sl\‘Tg uof ﬁghnng now in voguc 18 lnkc

.

Port ‘Arlhur and thc Crrmca Read ‘all you can  about these operauons but be rcad\ for the

.r“',' - .

gcncral movc forward “and remcmbcr lhal no batlle 1s won on the dcfensrv& we musl be ready

3 .\ -,
Cat any monr_cm for »a-erOng'offcnsive acLi-on in which the bavoncl and the knife will pla\' a.

A

\

- most rmporlam part™: Thrs mrsreprcscmallon of thc true nalurc ol" thc War is'not" only tragrc -

PR ) ' I

but symptdmalrc of a malarsc endemrc m many of lhc populauon who had.no contcpuon ol" the .

horrrfrc mnovauons in- war broughl about b\ barbcd wrrc machrnc guns hrgh exploswc-

-

;{ E) - - £
M

bombardmenls gorson gas and the hand grenadc Therc exists a fanlaslrc drchotomy bctwccn .

"* therr Vrsron of warfaré and the aclual clmrcal brutallty of th%5 wholesale slaughler on Lhc.‘_

22

Wcslern From whrch ift. turn conmbules Lo Lhe 1mporlancc ajudgcd the alhlctrc componcnl in .
w“ . 0 . Lo ,,' .:cJ . . X : ) ) ) . A . ,
mrlnary Lralnmg oo : i

ﬁ .\‘

In- %dmon to facrlrtatmg success on lhc battleﬁeld team - games were also wr&Ely -

o -,

advocaled as therapeuuc recreauon for the rejuvmauon of the men after a hard day s march or.

A

) a spcll under l”rre in the. lrc.;rches Comcmmrary observers notcd wnh concer‘n Lhat After-

days in the’ menches exercrsc was more 1han ever an essenual parl of lhe mrluary routmc Lhc‘

o march from brlleLs lo the Lrenches was not sufﬁuen{ 1o keep Lhc mcn m\a State ol muscular- :

. '

frmess".‘6 Fortunately, a sporung rcmedy was always close to hand as readers Ql" a leadmg~ o

¢

perrodrcal were mformed by ASuballern ) N ‘ - ‘_ o e

i
- .
h '

Though -cricket is the nationdl game, owing. to the great. difficulty of fin'dingi
" .anywhere to play it under «nything like possible conditions, "it must -yield ‘in *
;p()pularrty to feotball. The aftraction of.a . football t6 men seems almost L
. magnetic. A company commar.der in the mfantry told me that however-longa , -
march his men ha? had. d however ured they were at the end of the day, he )
__________________ P N
-85 MaJor W.H: Hamrlton Rﬂpld T rarnifor Young Offrcers (London Foster Groom 1915) ‘
pp2728 . o LT
.68 Thg‘Great War, vol.6 (1916) p 438, oo o

-
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would, whenever possrble throw out the company-football directly after the,
"dismiss", and watch how long it would t#ke the 'men to forgct their l"augt}c ‘
and to begin plam o+ Hesaid that if one ‘could yet.the men to sleep at mg he

~after even ten mrgites’ Tootball instead_of stralght from the march, it wwdt
make all the dll“f@@ ¢-10 their rest.’

A}

This account l'ul‘ly cndorées the request tender'ed by some of the Royal Engincers serving in
-France ¢arly in ‘thc war - "lnci'dentally. it .may be remarked thaL the troops on service will
much apprccrate prcscnts of footballs. Strange as-it may appear to the non-footballer, nothing

bucks up the average solﬂrer 50 much alter a long march as a game of football!".** Graves

-

notes in his autoblograph\ that hc and his fcllow of ficers used rugby matches to decide which

omccr candldates should receive tommrsslons durmg the war: "Qur final sclection was made by-
N i . .
watchmg thc ‘candidates play games, prmcrpally rugby and soccer. Those who played rough but

" sq

not dlI'[V and had quick reactions, were the sort; needed

Although sport behrnd ‘the lmes was clearly sanctloned for the moral and physrcal

-

"

. "‘M
benel"lts that wo@ld be dCI‘lVCd by thc players one mcrdent revea‘%‘fi the game tr&a drstmctm
'danger lo health ~and well- bemg On the eve of the battle q&% %omme wo blasgow ~

.battallons the Commcrcralc and the Boys Brrgade - were playing*a. friendly match when a"“'

- -

chance long range German shell struck the prtch kqlllng the latter team's goalkeeper. 1t was a

'

..somewhat ommous portent of thlngs to come.’

Though tcam games had becomc an mcreasmgl) f: amrllar part of army lrfe in both peace

"' and wartrme the tradmonal mrlnary problem w1th, the 111 health and poor physrque of ifs -

o
_recrults contrnu‘Ed to plague those overseemg the flood of yolunteers. As tgte army continued

P > . . h

_ ‘to def ine health i terms ‘of a man 's abrlrty to ‘bear arms agamst the enemies. of the natron

& b

'ﬂ correctrve physreal trarmng and: Swedrsh gymnastlcs contmued to be the official tools of both

: ' S ‘s B .
regular and new armies allke MmO e o o ¥ : ' .
AR e 7 . .
.................. . s - y} -
¢* “Pastirhes in the B.E.F." Contemporary -Review, ‘gil J114 (J uly December 1918)
pp.689-90: o - N .
¢t Sapper, October 1914 p.54. § : i

o Robert Graves, Goodbyve to Xll That (1929 rpt Harmondsworth Pengum 1982), p.203.

° Middlebrook, p.80. .
. M. Wmter provrdes an mslght into the workmgs of the Nauonal Service Medical Boards

)
.



. - . e

As was the Laec with«team,, q t-s( manyals and instruction booklets for léc rgmcdvmg of
f')!’ iy ¢Hr ¥ «-"”
physical defects and the' lmprowcr’hcm of bodily strength and fitness abounded durmg Lhc carly
NN

monthy on2he war. Among the more prominent litles were J.l.cwns Swedish Drill Illustratcd.
“‘J N " B B N

A Shbrl Course for Recruits, Squads and Volunteer Training Corps.™ Swedish gymnastics

-

expert Allan Brohman's A Short Cours¢ of Physical Training for Recruits of the New Armies’-’

'.and Staff - Scrgcanl Moss s }-rcc Gymnastics (lndudmg Swedish System), and I)umb Bell
’ ()

Exercises™, which anno.~ced proudl\ that it contained: "full ms.tr,ucuons as to the formation

of L‘hcg men, the words of command, an explanation of cach* movement, with ‘a photograph
‘ﬁhow% how it is dor\r\?\" R Nevcrlhclcss at the hcxghl of the national emergency Lhc dlsc1plmcd

tmposition of gymnasuc drills was decmed 10 bc a slow and mcffccuvc methdd of ransmgvthc'
‘ by

individual to his fighting potential. The qualities necessary for the dcvelopmenl of a successful
) I e uﬂ
4 . . &u ,"

British soldier were. according to- Baden-Powell, far more oncnled around his Moral: and '

.A‘

* spiritual strength than his abilities Lo conform to rcéimcmcd drilis:

’

I # ...confidence [from] knowing that hrs comrades around hlm are all equally J
. good men; that they understand their job, and will play thé game and stick it
&,out with him to the: end This they can only do by knowing what the game is,:
' ‘w“havmg a certain amount of serge of self -sacrifice and. helpfulness to each other . N
. < in getling the work don/c/ Thc spirit in men. 1s of greater value than can be™’
~ produced.”™ : ‘ :
. p) S - ’ ’ 4

o I v R 4

i

v

4 s

continued: "It is...character which goes. to mak%}thc‘rﬁ efficient for war. Now this

character and ‘spirit are about the last thing that drill will put inte a man, yet,of all thirigs they

DM ‘:’. ) ' . . 4 A -
-+ 7 are.the most valuable”. - . ~
. R . i . . .
_________________ o~ . e Vg «

"I(cont’d)during the latter years of the;war in "Military F‘tm(assmnd Crvrhan Health in Bmam
,durmg the First World War", - Jourhal o S Conlemporary sttory Sol.15 (19803, 211- 44
(Lon&on Harrison, 1915).

8 (Londch ; Bale & Danielsson, 1915)
* (London: Seymour, 1914). ,
* F. W T Lange and W.T. Berry Books on the Great War (London Graftdn & Co., 1915) *
p.31.

7 Bﬁden Powell p 23

3

-
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fail to be anything but impressed with the public schools’ conmbuuon to the war effort:
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Baden-Powell's championing of 'character' as being thc cornerstone of military .
\

. ©oM .
triumph focusses attention dircctly onto those institutions which had ‘made its formation their

very mandate - the public‘schodls. Prior to the outbreak of war in 1914, the public schools had 4

[

been. the subjects of incrcasingly influential and articulate attacks from liberal reformists who
sought to bring the cducalion they offered firmly in line with the demands of the twenticth
century by hmlung both classics and gamcs and broademng and modermsmg the curriculum.’

AI%L onsct of hosulmcs such criticisms all bul ceased, sﬂenced in no small part by lhc.
pamom and self -sacrificing response of the public school fratcrmty to the nation's call.” As

n‘Hay reminded his readers:

) o | '
Today the cniemy is at our gate, and Lhousands of pubhc schoolboys are there to -
meet hxm Such as are unable o obtain commissions - and the supplv,«,?f ]
qualmed aspirants greatly exceeds even the present enormous demand e
" flocking cheerfully and ‘automatically into the rank and file. Let the detractors ‘
of our public schoo] system con51dcr these things, and hang thenr heads qﬁl
“on, S ‘ Lo o L T
So long as those concerned with the future of public school educatjon were bound togqheﬁzin

.the belief that the war wduld,be short, the demands for a mbre balanced curriculum suHsidéd. ,

Though it might be thelr mtenuon to smve to ultimately replace Lhe dommance of athleucnsm

o,

in the system wnh the Greek ideal of arete,*® they, like the remamder of the nauon could not

...................

L Edward C. Mack Public Schools and British: Opxmon. Smce 1860 (Westport Conn.

Greenwood Press, 1971), chapter eight, \'The New leerahsm Pp.265- 302
" Mack, pp.305:7.

Co M lan Hay, "The Lighter Slde of School fo e", Blackwoods Magazme vol 195 '(October 1914)

p.d66.
8 The Times Educational Supplement, 4 A‘hgﬁt 1914, p 131
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Table 11
EX-PUBLIC SCHOOLMEN SERVING WITH THE BRITISH’
“ORCES. NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1914
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'V'advocates of the status quo, who used the fxgures to endorse and justify- theJ system

: .formula for mlhtary success through games R a B /",

ficld to battieficld:

\

v -

I3
[P

:‘"‘ . . ‘”} ’\ )
Here is A, who ranked as a god: with mi¢ for two.years when he was the captain

86

of the football team, my first two years at the school, Shall 1 ever forget the

last five minutes of that big match when we were four points behind how he
swepy through the defence with his beautiful stride and wonderful swerve and
fluni himself gver the line with a whole pack of- the other side on top of him?

As I look at his name¢ the whole scene rises "before me, the murky November,

afiernoon, the lights already flickering in the pavilion, the sodden turf, theé

tense hush all over the ground, and the sudden frenzied outbursts of cheering as
the ball, kicked with beautiful precision from none too easy an angle, sailed
high ovef the bar. And now he is a captain in agother game, and has a D.S.0.
16 his name. I can picture him leading on his men, without perhaps the same
turn of speed - for morc years have passed than I care to remcmber - but stxll'

, "w1th all the dashing confidence of old.""

14

This  romantic_and utopian view of the sc
i P . 2>
I .;.’ . . ‘ * R &

characteri stic pana‘che and sucgess - almost

to be exploded in RGShml"f s masterly novel of the postevwar gra, .
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odern verslon of Vitai Lampada in prose - was

e

ourney 's 5 En

Nevertheless, the records of the pubhc school contrrbutlons were seized upon by the staunch

¥ t [ s

In-

artlcular“-) it was.an excellent opportumty to stress the ag old adages concermng he benefrts
P ?

of games: ..~ o, .

N o

L by . )

B SR

1 . . v
- - Y

What virtues carf*we reasonably suppose to be developed by ggmes” First +

should put physncal courage...considering as we must the vxrtues which we are
to develop. in a nation, we realise that for the security of the nauor,l courage In

w . .
. . - i ~
~ ~ . N
.o o d

hd B 1
’

“her young gen is indispensable. That it:has been bred irt the sons of England’ is, -
attested by the frelds of Flanders and the beaches of Galhpoh " -_'/' .f 4

"The author a master at Halleybury College contmued m h1s artlgle to cite the by now -f amrhar

< R

& "A‘School War LISL The Men and the Boys They Were

p4.

2 F B, Mahrn. "Athletics",

P \
: S, ) ’

........... 1 o

The Tiries, 28 December 19

i

inA.C. Benson, ed Cambridge Es‘ys On Education (Cambndge
Cambrldge Umversrty Press 1917) 148 167. - >

.ol't';"s'ports hero entering’ the world at war with. .
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And as .we desire our games to foster the spirit that faces danger, so we shall
(wxsh them to foster the spirit that faces hardship, the spirit of cndurance.
That is why 1 think that golf and lawn tennis are not fit school games; they arc
not painful enough. But cricket, football. heckey, fives can all be painful
enough; often victory is onlv to bc won by a clcnchmg of the tecth and the
sternest resolve o "stick to it” in the fqce of exhaustion . ..

Hecadmaster Alington of Etion had given q(xalif\icd support to Lhc“t;clicf t"at games built
character three years thlicr, although he had stressed thay in his.view football and rugby were
&nincn;ly” supcrior’ to cricket in the vf’oslcring of dcsifablc qualities.** Like Malim, Alington was
particularly critical of the calls for the imposition of gymnastic regimens in the public schools
as an alternative to games, and resolutely opposed the introduction ol athletic events on the
grounds that: "They are blatantly sclf -secking; Lhcy‘ admlil of.no leadership and organisation;
and whether Waterloo was or was not Wc;n on the playing ficlds of Eton, Armageddon will
certainly not be dccidcd"on‘ the cinder track”.** Such traditional viewpoints did not go
unchallenged in the latter years of the war, however, as vast numbers of young men continued

. A} )
~ to losc their lives for worthless muddy yardage on the Western Front. One advocate of reform

at Eton saw change within the schools as essential to a military “breakthrough:

No onec has more admiration than we have for the splendid’ character training
given at this great school. Thosc yoyng subalterns from Eton, who went forth
amongst our first 100,000 to lay down their lives for their country, displayed a
courage, a devotion to duty...never surpasgsed by the youth of any nation in the
world, but had those splendid young fellows paid more attention to science and
less to Latin verses, we should be knocking at the gates of Potsdam.*¢

Another critic, in an article originally written for Nash's Magazine during the war, expressed
. . .

concern that British youth "were being indulged in games under the precept that they were a,

scrious preparation for sterner tasks:

5 Malxm pp.152-3.

# C.Alington, A Schoolmaster's Apology (London: Longmans Grecn & Co., 1914).

S Alington, pp.29-30.

¢ Paraphrased in T.Pellatt, Public School Education and the War (London: Duckworth &
Co., 1917), p.57.

.
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...itis feared that of latier vears boys have been encouraged both at home and
at school to think more of 'sport’ and games of skill than patriotism, and the
special training which would help them also to be heroic and make history!
Lawn tennis is now regarded as a serious business, but it is only a game, and a
country will never be saved by it. Cricket and football are cqually ‘pames ',
neither one nor the other will drive the foe from our shores should he invade
us. Games are good as 'games’, but when they become a national obsession
the hard and fast line must be drawn before it is too late.*”

The most influential castigation of the military assumptions of athleticism, however, car. not

from the press or the periodicals, but from within the schools themscelves.  Alec Wa: h's T
l.oom of Youth. a fictional .account of his own cxperiences at Sherbourne school in e years
immediately prior to 1917, had, according to Mack, "an influcnce comparable at least to that of

Tom Brown's Schooldavs" upon British educational debate during the war.'* His criticisms ol
i -

H

the tWranny and limitations of athleticism stemmed from his own disillusionment with a svstem

which placed 00 gfcal a sfore in. brchss'ill'ganlés. particularly when he felt that such a
preparation did little to preparc 41hc young man for a life of fulfilment outside the bounds of
school. Especially pcrtiném was his condem:{alion of the widcly accepted overlap between
games ficld and battle on the ficlds of L.hc Firs’t World War. His central proiagoni_sl in the
novel, Gordon Carruthers, voices his -discomcm with a refreshing directness: "GAMES don't
win battles, but BRAINS do, and brains aren't Lrainfcd on the footer ficld".*" Waugh's
comments, although arousing a great dcall of controversy. ‘\yvcrc by no ‘means universally
accepled.  Many supporters of alhicticism wc.rc quick o rc.futc his claims with cvidence

brought directly from the conflict around them, as Malim s article illustrates:

"We ¢ not very well satisfied” said a War Office official "with the stamp of
young officer we are getting. Many of them never secm to have plaved a game
in their lives, though they arc first-rate mathematicians”. And there js no
" doubt that whether for war or, peacc mathematics i$ not a substitute for
leadership.®® ’ ' : '
** Marie Corelli, My 'Littie Bit' (London: W.Collins & Sons, 1919}, p.113.
' Mack, p.317. .
i Alec Waugh, The Loom of Youth (London: n.p.. 1917), p.306.
© ** Malim, p.157.
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Clearly the lines of division between the reformists and the traditionalists were not to
be closed without a struggle and .il is perhaps wise to move on from such theorising in order to
put the role of sport into a more prhctical perspective. Sport, games and physical training, it

‘< .
has been shown, permeated the .]angu;gc and the lifestyle of the war extensively, and became
incxlricab_l_\' bound up with the very act of volunteering 16 light for oné's country. At home
they were viewed as essential preparation for both leadership and character training and the
honing and sharpening of the <»idic; ~ physique. At the .fron.t they were the ideal pastime for
those troops in the reserve line, representing not only a cheap, convenient and- popular
rccrcalion‘, but also an idcal medium through which the young volunfccr officers, many of
whom werc fresh from the public schools and universities; could succcésfully relate and
intcgrate: ;vith their men. Kc¢gan encapsulates this rc.mar'ka.bvlc transference of public school

?

traditions 10 the trenches thus:

Simply by being themselves...the first amateur officers provided their untrained
soldiers both with ant environment and a type of leadership almost identical to
those found in a regular, peacetime regiment. They organised games for the

_ men, and took part thcmselvcs because that was-the public school recipe for

" usefully ‘occupying young ‘males in their spare time. They organized

compelitions between platoons and companies in Cross-country running, rifle
shooting and trench dlggmg because competition was the dynamic of public
school life.”

Though many would perhaps realise that war was not really a game to be played, these young
men never lost sight of the fact that games could be uscfully employed in war.

Regar:ﬂcss of the claimsl and legitimating theories being angﬁ‘éed to justify their
exislence, Sports, garﬁes and physical training were clearly central parts of the British soldier's
experience during the First World War. Whatever his rank, his education, ‘or his social
background, he had been exposed to sport in a variety of guises prior to the war, and these

expericnces were reiterated and reinforced in both language and practice following his

°t Keegan, p.279.
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enlistment.  The advancement of athleticism and the rationalising of games were, however,
only the most visible examples of Sport’s intrusion into the domain of warfare. Sports and
games also transcended the individual level and were used in not only identification of national

and racial stereotypes, but for anticipating, legitimating and sanctif'ving British victories in the

conflict.



Chapter VI

4

GALLANT BRITONS AND BARBARIC HUNS

SPORT AND BRITISH PROPAGANDA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR.

A lexical dcfinilion" of propaganda reveals it to be "any systematic, widespread
dissemination or promotion of ideas, dbclrincs [or] practices toﬂfurlher' onec's own cause Or Lo
damégé an opposing'onc".’ ln his examination of British- involvement in international
propaganda following the First World War, Blacl‘< cxpands this definition, illustrating that it is
the nlqdium of popular communication fhai hosts this "conscious, organised attempt 1o

influence [the individual's] attitudes, beliefs or actions".? It has been traditionally defined as

LS

"organised persuasion by non-violént mecans”* and "a method utilized for influencing the

cond‘ucl of others on behalfl of pre-determined ends”.* Thc latter two authors agree that it is
very c}oscly related to our everydav experience and that the pressures of warfare alter only the
intensity of its application: "Propaganda ié‘a method, a device for conditioning behaviour. It
represents nothing new in human affairs, except a refinement of techniques and the

appropriation of new instruments for exerting the stimuli".* Linebarger goes as far as to

reinforce this with the following analogy: "Education is to psychological warfare [propaganda]
what a glacier is to an avalanche. The mind is in both cases captured, but the speed and

techniques differ”.*

Just as all of these definitive efforts stress the functional aspects of propaganda, recent

~ research into the propaganda of the First World War appears to have concentrated on its role

! Webster's New World Dictionary, 2nd.edition, ed. Davxd B.Gusalnik (William Collins &
World Publishing Co.Inc., 1976), p.1139.

* John B.Black, Orgamsmg the Propaganda Instrument: The Brmsh Fxpcnence (The H‘ague
Martinus Nijhoff, 1975), p.ix
* Paul Linebarger, Psychological Warfare (Washington: Infantry Journal Press 1948), p.25.
* H.Lavine and J.Wechsler, War Propaganda and the United States (New Haven: Yale
. U iversity Press, 1940), p.vil.
$ Lavine and Wechsler, p.vii.
* Lincbarger, p.32. '
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as an agent of a nation's war effort, rather than the content of its material. " The release of
]
previously confidential cabinet papers over the past twenty vears has cnabled histor“ia“ns to
provide thorough and illuminating accounts of the symbiotic relationship between Fleet Street
and the War Cabinet, who harnessed their joint efforts in a varicty ol propaganda departments
and organisations to provide a persuasive all.crnalivc 1o the German literary output.” Few, it
woul-d.s‘ccm. have chosen to examine the content of such publications analytically, although
Alice Marquis’ comparalivc study of the bcl]igcrcnl\prcsscs of both England and Germany is
particularly cnligh1¢ning.“ Hopkin, too. adopts a somewhat dif[‘crc_hl appro:ach in that he takes
for his centrc topic the British mass media's r\csponsc to domestic censorship during the war
vears.! None of the articles consulied made any reference to the role of sports and games 'in the
propaganda process, although an indication of their prominence in the national press has
alrcady been given. Only Hopkin ahd Marquis actually concc_dc‘lhal the British reading public
were 1o any greal cxtent vidims of news management or propagandist mar{ipulafion and they,
once again, concentrate largely on the Amcchanics of this process rath.er' than the content:
Clearly, this is an important area which demands attention. Having previously illustrated the
interrelationship between sport, war and British society prior to the outbreak 6f war, it is
clearly a necessity 10 analyse and understand its various roles during the years of the conf‘licl(
" itself. Accordingly. this chapter will rcyiew. categorise and account [or the use of sport in thc
propaéanda process during 1914-1918. It will reveal how the jingoistic use of sport andlitcam
games to(cbharac’lcﬂrisc the British soldier's efforts_. during-u‘]c,war was nog.merely a logical
extension of the military tenets of athleticism per se, but'. rather the product of a complicated |

interaction of belicfs and ideologies which. embraced notions of current military strategy and

" See, for instance, M.L.Sanders, "Wellington House and British Propaganda During the First
World War", The Historical Journal, vol.18, no.1 (1975), 119-146; Philip M.Taylor, "The
Foreign Office and British Propaganda During the First World War", The Historical Journal,
vol.23, no.4 (1980), 875-898; John M. McEwan, "The National Press During the First World
War: Ownership and Circulation"”, Journal of Contemporary History, vol.17, (1982), 459-486.
¥ Alice Goldfarb Marquis, "Words as Weapons: Propaganda in Britain and Germany During
the First World War", Journal of Contemporary History, vol.13 (1978), 467-498. ,

’ Deian Hopkin, "Domestic Censorship in the First World War”, Journal of Contemporary
History, vol.5 (1970), 151-169. :
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popular theories surrounding social Darwinisthi.  Undoubtedly designed to bolster the spirit of
the na,lA"ofn as casualty lists lengthened and progress on the batlleficld appeared to- at times
v,

regress. the employment of pictures, photographs, captions, prosc ang poctry Conccrning
sporting prowess in war extended the familiar and popular image of the British
sportsman-soldier to its logical conclusion. Reduced to its simplest form, the British press
advgnccd‘lhc ﬁotion that spori and tcam games provided the biological, physical and moral
qualitics ncccssar_\: 1o defeat .Gcrmans. The German racjc., lacking in sporting abiiity and
heritage, and therefore possessing no sportsmanlike co.nducl, would losc the war 1o an
cxﬁincnlly superior British foc - homo athleticus. This conclusion obviously requires
amplication and justification.” Beforc cxamining the fbrm and content of the matcrial,
héwcvcr, a review of the conceptual background will be undertaken.

Previous chapters have shown that games and pflly’s;cal Lraining_ had been highly valucd
as clements of military preparation since at least the Crimean War. Although eviqen(;c can be
préyidcd 1o show that they figured within the armed forces somcwhat earlier. it was the years
following 1856 that witnessed their recognition and organisation as an integral part of Lraiping
the solc;ier in both mind and body. Though originally there \ias considerable variance in the
purpose afforded “such athletic cndeavour by Qfﬁccrs. and men, such diversity had been
streamlined by the outbreak of the First World War. As has been noted, this was in no small
part due to the increased participation of the working classes in the game of .soccer, which
provided a common -bond to all ranks in the forces. However, this increased emphasis on
games can also be scen as a rcfleétion of developments in British military thought between 1902
» and 1914. As Travers has pointed out, in this period st}ategic_philosophy can actually bé seen
to have regressed in t‘he minds of many of the nation's foremost military explerts.“’

'j_‘wcmieth century Bfitish-military thought was influenced immediately by the lessons
lcarned during the Boer War, after which it was concluded that consolidated fire power,
smokeless powdc;r and improvement in the range and accuracy, of firearms had made a frontal

10 T H.E.Travers, "The Offensive and the Problem of Innovation in British Military Thought
1870 - 1915", Journal of Contemporary History, vol.13 (1978), 531-553.
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assault using the bavonet hazardous and open to high casualties. T.hc War O(‘ﬁcc therefore
stressed the crucial importance of alternative tactics - flank assaum. envelopment of the cnemy
forces and superior, massed fire power. Al the same time it also emphasised the need for
“individualitv, initative, morale. character, and the necessity [or dcvclopinlg a resolutehy
of"I‘cnsi\/c.spiﬁl"“’ This advocation of a sensible balance between technology and rhoralc lasted
only untl the results 61' the Russo-Japancse war of 1904-05 were made known. British
obscrvers noted that in their Manchurian campaign, the Japanesc forces had won their battles
by crossing the fire zonc .rcgard]css of hca\f_\"losscs inflicted by the cntrenched defenders and
cmploying high morale and a spirit of esprit d'corps to overwhelm the Russian troops in
hand-to-hand combat. The response of the British Lécticians was to abandon the former notes

of caution in the assault and lav increased stress on the moral, physical and pyschological

preparation of their troops. This policy was confirmed in the army manual, Infantry Training
(1914): ."The main essential to success in batte is 10 élosc with the enemy, cost what it
may" . Thoggh several officers attempted to counter this policy with tactics based upon the
« machinery of modq_rn warfare, not moral fortitude, Travcrs‘concludes- that the generally
accepted view was that in order to overcome bettef weaponry, one simply needed to 'build’ a
better man.!’ Tﬁcsc higher moral qualitics amongst the troops, such as manliness, discipline,
courage, lpyalt_\' and sclf’-sacrificc, were all constituent parts of a man's character and. as has
already been shown, formation of such admirable characteristics in the Viclorian and
Edwardian soldier was being increasingly attributed to his participation and performance on the
games field. The image of the sports.mgm-soldicr during the First ‘World War was therefore to
owe its acceptence as much to military blueprints for success in battle as to athleticism, for it
was belicved that the very practice of’games and sporls would fosfcr in him those attributes
~which wo_ijld carry him through a murderous frontal ass_ault on the enemy.

¥ Travers, p.537.

12 Travers, p.538.

1* T H.E.Travers, "Technology, Tactics and Morale.", Journal of Modern History, vol.51
(June 1979), p.276. :
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The literature of the war years thus reveals a remarkable unity: of purpose in its
trcatment of sports and games, depicting them as both morally a1 militarily desirable.
Interwoven within this legitimating fabric was onc other crucial ideological st'and - an
X . ‘
underlying assumption of the British soldier-sportsman's racial superiority over his German
foc, whlich can be readily translated in terms of Spcncérian social Darwinism: the apﬁlication
of Darwin’s theory of the cvolution of the spccivcs to the social framework of mankind." 1t was
this clement which was to spur the most caustic racial propaganda involving sport and physical
capabilitics from the British press during the years of the war. Originating in Darwin's
cvoﬂuiohary theory of. natural sclection, social Darwinism W.ZIS thrust into the forefront of -
Victorian thought by Herbert S~pcnccr's alternative explanatory formulation - 'the survival of
the fittest'.'* Spencer’s phrascology, with its implicaiion being that the ‘fittest’ were also the
"best,”, compouﬁdcd the issuc greatly, allowing what had been conceived by Dafwin in biological
terms to be advanced by various'nco-Darwinists as an cxplanation for inequality in a social
hicr‘archy. Thus the 'survival of the fittest’ bcc'zlme the rose-coloured spectacles through which
various Victorian intellectuals viewed their sdcial environment, allowing them to concei\?cg of
man's existence in terms of a pcrpctual struggle, out of which would emerge only the strongest
of the species. Since in this manner the .weakcr of the racc would not survive, a resulting,
improvement in the quality of racial stock in forthcqming generations was assured.
Alongside the debate on .thc social applications of Darwinist theory ran the
'evolutionary anthropology' of Dr. James Hunt and the Anthropological Society'. founded in
L'()’ndon just prior to 1860.'* Having surveyed variogs peoples and societies around the world,

Hunt and his supporters concluded that "wealth, and the technological and military superiarity
'* Halliday offers Lhe following literal definition of social Darwinism, being " ..that enterprise
or 1deology founded in the nincteenth century;-which holds social evolutxon to depend upon the
operation of the law of natural selection of favourable heritable variants”, although he also
makes the point that "it seems unlikely that the term Social Darwinism denotes a determinate
set of theories, or marks out a subject matter amenable to-strict definition”. R.J.Halliday,
"Social Darwinism: A Definition", Victorian Studies, vol.14 (June 1971), 389-405. ‘

15 Robert Bannister, Science and Myth in Anglo- American Social Thought (Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1979), p.15.

16 Christine Bolt, Victorian Attitudes to Race (London : Routledge & Kegan Paul, 197])
pp.1-29.
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which went with it, seemed to confer moral precedence also”.' Accofdingly. they advanced a
theoretical hicrarchy of lhc‘. pcbplcs and social‘ institutions of the world, ranging from
primordial man to the 'backward’ cultures of Africa and the P'facific rin¥, ascending through the
races o‘l’ the }".ﬂr East until they reached the pinnaclc. of cultural and racial supremacy - .lhc :
,

civilised nations of nineteenth century Europe. Those who chose 1o support these blalaml')i\;:

. . . . . . o R G IIP
racist policies were therefore convinced of an inherent inferiority in lhc,']chr, Tacesy ’“'ﬂ\

manm chose 1o use such an argument 1o justil'y pcrmancnl colonial rule in 1hucunau¢>ns

PRI DR
T "\,I( N :
Flements of ‘the underlying bias of this style of theorising can quickly be dclccmd il Lhc
% '\T'Q )
following passage, which characterises the Englishman as a racially supcn r officer, lcader! and
N . -,

athicte, and assigns his military supremacy to the hardening effect of school games:

The Nordic is naturally a lcader and an officer....At his [irst coming hc was a
natural superior in many ways: tall and strong, he was an athlele, trained by his
nomadic existence to ride, kill, harry and conquer. His patriarchal mode of life
had fostered male domination, while the nature of. his existence had
necessitated recognized leadership and succession....Keenly aware of their
) [English] heritage. they have not only partakcn fully in public activities, but
have kept their minds and bodies fit by constant exercise, and fostered their
military qualities by sport. In the last respect the mantle of the Romans has
fallen upon them; the proverbial connection betwecen Eton and Waterloo is .
comparable to the relation between Roman games and the Roman army. The -
discipline of the cold bath, of floggings and hardships at school, of dangcrous_'
games...has a psychological background of a mission of military leadership.'”

Precisely this rationale can be detected in the press releases for both teams in the New Zealand
rugb\ tour of Wales in 1905. Thc All Blacks werc vaumed by The Daily Mail as a supcrlor
breed of men 10 Lhe city bred Bmons whom they had beaten prnor to the Wclsh game, a claim

which was endorsed by the New Zealand High Commissioner who spoke of his nation as being

" Godfrey Lienhardt, Social Anthropology (Oxford: Oxford Umversny Press, 1964), p.7.
1% Lienhardt, p.8; Bolt, p.27. As Bannister points out in his chapter "Imperialism and the
Warrior Critique”, this urge for conquest was a rather unsavoury blend of "cultural
Anglo-Saxonism and biological rascism™ as wcli as being a mutation of Darwinian theory.
Bannister, p.227. .

19 R.N. Bradley, Racial Origins of English Character (I ondon : Geo.Allen & Unwin L.,
1926), pp.44-45. ‘

s
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"...peopled with a race inheriting the $porting instincts of Brilish stock, with vaster

opportunitics...the inhabitants do not live packéd together, house touching housc”.?® When the

Welsh XV astounded the rugby world by defeating the All Blacks ('3-0). victory,;was once again -

seen in terms of biological superiority, as The South Wales Daily News makes clear:

o

The men that represented Wales CmbOd]Cd the best manhood of Lhc race...the
great quality of defence and attack in the Welsh race is to be traced to the
training of the carly period when powerful enemics drove them to their

~ mountain fortresses. There was developed then those traits of character that
find fruition today. 'Gallant little Wales' has produced sons of strong
determination, invincible stamina, resolute, mentally keen, physically
sound".?! S

This, then, was the socio-biological background to what was to become the intellectual
battleficld of the war. British s_cicnlfsts. philosophers and men of learning expressed oulragé al
the writings of Nictzsche, Treitschke, Moltke and_Bcrnhardi, all of whom advanced the concept.
of the 'biological necessity of war' to support an aggre;sive German military Weltpolitik.
Under the precepts of their argument, warfare was depicted as the highest form of conflict in
the struggle for survival - a rationa‘liscd method of allowing the stronger of the species to attain ’
its righlful position of superiority. over the weaker. Even in the highest civilisation théy held
: that war would always be an essential method of prescrving the human virtues and ensuring
that lhc weak would pcrlsh 1 British opponents of these views were able to offer an oplmon as
to the nature of German character based upon such theorising. Havelock Ellis noted that the

: , : A %
German nation's attitude to war differed distinctly to that of Great Britain:

It involved the recognition of the fact that war is not a game to be ptayed for
its own sake, by a professional caste, in accordance with fixed rules whxch it
20 David Smith, "People's Theatre - A Century of Welsh Rugby", History Toaay, vol.31
(March 1981), p.32. .
X Smith, p.32.
22 See Havelock Ellis, Essays in War Time (Boston Haughton Mifflin, 1917), chapter two -
" "Evolution and the War".
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would be dishonourable to break. but a mcthod. carried out by the whole
organised manhood of the nation, cffectively attaining an end desired. by the
state™.

These debates were more than sufficient for the British press examined in this Sl\ud)‘/ 1o
characterisc the German race as war-mongering barbarians upon the outbreak of war in Furope
in 1914. In the eyes of the national press the Germans became stereotvped as a race whose

very concept of Kultur denied the essential elements of humanitarianism and integrity necessary

iin a civilised people. Bishop Mercer sct the intellectual conflict firmly in biological tcrms in his

concluding passage to an articlc on "Nictzsche and Darwinism ™.

-

Sympathy, co-operation, fellowship and_love are not sad aliens in our

mysterious realm of life, nor are they the springs of a slave morality which

J7: . must be spurned and crushed because they keep the great ones from their

<" rightful heritage. No, they arc the essential factors in a living whole, big with

happy destiny....For Darwin's world there is the power of an expanding hope.

- For Nietzsche's world there is faught but ruin and ravin. Naturc with her ten
thousand tongues repudiates the abortion.’

The British press strove to depict, reinforce and exploit this recently detected racial

differentiation between fhe British and German dations, using .in particular rcfcrchcc_s to.

sports, games and athletic prowess 10 ségrcgatc' the opposing armics for the benefit of their
readers. In doing so. Lhcy'c'onvcniemly adopiedyihcir own national mﬁpalion of s’ociél
Darwinian theory and used it 1o anliciﬁa‘le British victory in lﬁc warl' This adaptation of
vSpencer's ‘survival of Lhe fittest' to mean exactly that in‘ the sporting sense is symbolised iﬁ the

following account of the disastrous Sor_rime campaign:

‘ ...when it came (o a sheer t.est of manhood on fairly equal terms the German .
veteran was not a match for the British recruit. The Briton's advantage resided
2 Ellis, p.47. | -
- 24 ] Edward Mercer, “Nietzsche and Darwinism”, The Nineteenth Century, vol.77 (February.
1915), p.431. S
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largely in his athletic habit of body and his sportsmanlike spirit....In this

connecgion it must be borne in mind that pure pluck and gameness were the

only available qualitics of race that could have carried thic new levies #irough

their frightful ordeal. The punishment they received, to use the word in a
. 4

sporting sense that offends the Germans, was indescribable.  But ihe men who

survived went steadily on".**

This naive argument was reiterated by Capi.A.J .Dawsen who recorded:

This business of fighting - fighting continuously and checnly in the presence of
devastating casualties - has a good deal in common with swimming and
bicycling and things of that sort in which instinct plays a big part; horse- -riding,
too; anything that demands perfectly - smooth co-ordination of thoughts,"
nerves, muscles and - well, and spirit.?*

A SN

»»,

Lord Northcliffe echoed lhcsc.scnlimcnts in his widely-rcad patriotic publication, Lord

Northcliffe's War Book: “"Our “soldiers are individual. They embark on little individual
cnlcrpriees. The Germnn...is not so clever at these devices. He was never laught themv before
the war, and his whole training from childhood ‘upwards has been to obey, and obey in
numbers”. The reason for German inferT(;ity was simple: "He has not played individual_ '
games. }-oolball which develops mdmduahly has onlw been 1mroduced into Germany in
COm'paralivcly recent times".?" This was a somewhat blase generalisatlon Though the German .
Football Assocjation had not been incorporated until 1900, the game had - been recexved
cnlhvusiasti‘call_v in Germany sincc, the 18805.“ Racih]» stereotyping of the opposing forces
through sport continue¢d throughout the war. Much was méde of the Northcliffe argnment,
and it was common for accusations against German brutahty and mhumamty to be traced back:’ :
Lo thur preoccupauon with duelling as opposed to team games F.H.Swn"t m ‘a thorough
examination of Lhc cultural values %urroundmg the Mensur, or student fencmg bout, concluded
that it was: |

S The Great War, vol.8 (1917) p.48. -

2 A J .Dawsen, Somme Battle Stories (London: Hodder & Staughlon 1916) p. 38
77 Quoted in Fussell, p.267.

7 J.G.Dixon et al, Landmarks, p.128.
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ot ondy one of the most brotadismye actvites devised by nation, but
“huts ool stdent e wholesome sportseIn the eves ol the corporation
Sdeni. . the evertons adent to the ordsars Foghish and Amencan sports e
not i keepime with the dignity of wgentieman. To dimb. to fence o msul
those e has willindly chosen to regard as enennies, and o avenye msulis, tosoas
B R 1, o v
cho e of o eentiomuan, N o .
W
i

oot to the tradinonal Fuelish pastimes, the Measw s Clearn deprcted as anagent m the

sraduction of the brutal and nnculired manhood o mihitinstic Grormans

Courage, ol -control, refnsal to surrender though knowing that defeat s
mevitible - these are the roots of manhood: and the test, the school for these s
pain. The Mensur is o Fest of physical brutadm ol voluntarily infhcted and
volumtarilh endured physical torture. The avowed aim, as stated above, i
moral conrage. The type of courage actually developed s debased, immoral,
and anu-social.” . -

Whiist  Swilt attempts 1o rationalise  with reason, other  orities took these
quasi-biological theoties 10 quite preposterous lengths. One in particular advanced the notion
that the German racial somatorype ad\'c:r.sclj\ alfected his golf swing. ™ Another jourmnalist
wrote of the German coldier being "massive 1n limb and body . but he suffered ['mn} a nauonal
defect. Hll.\ neck was short, and this inoa fighting man is Fatal ™. Qe the most outrageous
and blatantly racist sviews ol Germany aic (»I:I'crcd up for public consumption by The Har

i

Jlustrated, however., One notable double page teontrasts g picture of g dejected-looking

German soldier with that of his cheerful Fritish co aterpart, adding the caption "Health,

bouvant spirits, good temper and gay gallant: Al ot make up ‘moral’ - s stamped upon
this English Tommy's face. with its laughing eves o fow of splendid teeth

* b CH.Swift, "The Making of a Gentleman in Germany”, The Contemporary Review. vol.110+
(1916). 465-473. _—
" Swil't, p.469; see also R.S.Nolan. "Social Training and Patriotism in Germany and England”,
The Nineteenth Century. vol.79 (February 1910}, 435-3447. .
= Cecii Graeme. “The German Insanin ", English Review, vol .29 (1919), p.241.
" George Goodehild, "Wilkins", Everyman, 5> November 1915, p.H6. ' '

The War Hlustrated. 27 January 1917, pp.564-5.
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Gcrma,ﬁy Ripe for Peace: -Look on This PTcﬂ
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-
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The phvsically inferior German soldier, as depicted by

The War [llustrated Magarzine. .
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Plate V

‘Ton Tlﬁs: Young England Ripe for Anything
"‘M_f!‘ R K

The British '"Tommy ' - physically superior in every sense

to his German foe.
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The propagandist purpose of this 'doubl¢ feature', together with its blatant disregatd for the
truth is conf:irnxcd in an article by Captain Brown of the 'RoAyal Army Mecdical Corp, who wrolc
following the war that the univcrsai opinion anlorlgsl.llis"f"cll_c')w doctors was that the sLéndard
-QI‘ physique amongst thc British recruits wasvdcf)-]orabl_v low - lower, even, than that amongst
German prisoncers of war - and that f'lhc number of physical defects and disabilities is legion ™.
Witﬁ regard to Tommy Atkins' tecth, "There is only onc word that expresses the state of the
nalion's: teeth, and that is deplorable”.™ One vear later, another full ‘pagc feature in the
maga}.inc displaycd fourteen photographs of various German prisoners captur_j:d on the Western

:
Front, and from them advanced the following analysis of their characters:

In the fourteen faces rcproduccd on this page, picked at random from groups,
onc detects truculence, cunning, meanness, and animal hostility; several arc
marked by fcatures associated with criminality; some approximate Lo the idiot

Iypc..‘i N 4 ‘ ,

Another passage of a sim.ilarvvcin ahnounced of the G,crm;m'». soldier:. "His face is fully
cxpressive of all the savagery and 'frightfulness' rassociated with the exponents of "higher
civilisation’, so called...compare his physiognomy with the frank, open countenance of the
Briton" . |

It is evident from this brief survey that convenient social Darwinist adaptations to
support the national purpose were not exclusive]y the preserve of the German race, but were a
promincm part of the British written response to the outbreak and progress-of“ the war. Sport
played an important part in this theorising, for it allowed aﬁ athletié distinction to be dréwq
between two nations who shared the same raci.al and Iinguistié heritag=, and who had both been
placed at Lh‘c‘summit of the civilised ‘world bb_v the evolutionary anthrOpologisis. Sports and

°

games were therefore convenient agents of cultural diffusion, through which the Englishman

** E.Brown.. "The Physique of the Nation", The English Review, vol.28 (1919), pp.242-250.
*$ The War Illustrated, 24 February 1918, p.337. :
* The War Illustrated, vol.2 (1915), p.1.

r
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could be shown to have acquired his national character, and without which the German nation
had lapsed into military barbarism. In the terrible conflict of nations that engulfed Europe, i
was widelv advocated that the Briton could always scarch for moral strength in his hereditary

athletic credo:

4

Play games hard. and keep the rules of them, cven when your blood is hot and
vou are tempted to dfsrcgard them. In three words : PILAY THE GAME - a
little phrase which may be taken as the characteristic understaterpent of the
modern Englishman's creed of honour, in all classes.”

A content analysis of The War lllustrated for the period of the war reveals several other means

by which sport was used to advance propagandist theories of British military supcriority. It is

e \

notable, for instance, that Germany docs not figure in-any-of the 93 major positive references
or photographs pertaining to $port during the war, but that the allied forces are regularly

A

represented in an athletic context that is often alltfactivcly tailored to confo_fm ‘L'o the pobular
image of their various national characters. Of imcrcs;, oo, is the practice of'phblogréphing '
recuperating or wounded soldiers in a sporting situation, as if to show that even ihcirl p‘hyéica‘l ‘
wounds can be salved by sport, and that .regérdlcss of injury, their n’aLional sporling sbirit

remains unquenched. These photogfaphs are invariably reinforced with jingoistic and

laudatory captions which make the propagandist purpose of the material clear.

'

*" John Galsworthy, "Diagnosis of an Englishman” . Fortnightly Review, vol.47 (1915), p.841 .
. ' ) N \ )
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* Table 111

REFERENCES TOSPORTS, GAMES AND PHYSICAL TRAINING

INTHE WAR ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE, 1914 - 1918

Year. ‘ Football Swedish Injured Allied British Totals
: Drili Men Sport Sport
1914 g 1 4 1 6
1915 4 1 3 6 15 29
1916 ] 6 ] ) 6 16
1917 R 1 2 ] 15 27
1918 1 14 15
TR,
TOTALS 17 8 6 11 51 93

This table reflects the number of photographs and/or written references to sport within the
magazine for the war years. Written references to sporting achievement in the frequent
obituaries were not included for the purposes of this study, being seen as biographical rather
than propagandist material. Captions to photographs were not counted in the analysis.

As can be seen, the table of rcf‘crcnceé lends iittlc support to those who would theorise that the
" discovery of the horrific nature of the war had an immedi-ale and adverse effect upon its
interrelationship with épbrt. Thr01;gh' the eyes of The War Illustrated at least, the war‘ ‘
-remained f irmly‘inte_rtwine'd with the practicé of sports and gamés io the bitter end.?* This

situation was rteinforced in the obituary columns of the natipnal press, through which the

3 Circulation figures for The War Illustrated temain elusive. Its impact on the consciousness
of British wartime society was likely to be notable, however, as a leading researcher in the
political press of the era points out: "War [llustrated must have been one of the countless
tabloid productions to appear during the war, some of which...were incredibly successful from
the very first issué. Certainly illustrated papers of all kinds were in great demand as there was
a huge market of readers for papers that appealed to the emotions rather than the mind”.
Letter received from Professor J.M.MacEwen, Brock University, Ontario, Canada, 28 May

1984.
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sporting achievements ‘of'thc fallen were publ‘iciscd as a form of requicm. In both The War
Jllustrated and The Great War such invocations to athletic excellence were accompanied. by a
pﬁol()grapll of the voung man in his sports apparcl.*” The Great War dedicated almost an entire
page of ilts 'Roli of H‘OI]OUT' section in 1917 to "Sportsmen who fell” in the conflict. Those
named were al:11951 entirely public school or university men, alﬁ\mugh the column docs
concede: "To mention all the sportsmen killed during the vear woul‘\‘d be to write down the
nanmies of nearly all the 190,000 [British deaths in 1917]".*°

The place of sports and tcam gamces in athletic, military and evolutionary theories of
superiority, has been cxamiﬁcd above, wiih particular attention being paid to how this integrated
with British views of both the English and the German soldicr. To add ahothcr dimension to
this illustration, it should be noted that the allied forces were also portrayed o varying degrees
as national sporting stercotypes, which both increased the image of military unity and rcitcrated
the concept of their physical supremacy over the Gcfman forces, who were characterised
directly and by implication as inherently inferior. Thouéh both powers—mighl claim God and a
just cause to be favouring them, sport was thercby designated asa crucial and potentially
deciding facldr in the conflict. Team games, reputedly the source of so much British lmperial‘
vigour and success, were shown to be no longer the exclusive preserve of the clegant
Englishman, but a popular and cqually beneficial training” ground for the troops of both
Belgium and France.®' In perhaps what is the most unprecedented visual statement of allied
urlity, a photograph shows a British officer congrafulating the captain of a French soldiers’

soccer team after they had beaten : tcam of British cavalrymen.*? This remarkable gesture of

magnanimity found reciprocation-in the adulatory tones of the French publication, L'Auto,

which praised the English soldiers Sathe © w ing {erms:
19 See, for instance, the obituaries commemo: icut. K.L.Hutchings, the "famous
cricketer”, in The:Great War, vol.8 (1917 p. " that of Lieut. The Hon. Keith Anthony

Stewart in The War [llustrated, vol.2 71915) ..

 The Greal War, vol.8 (1917), p.560.

8\ The War Ilustrated, vol.l (1914} p.79; vo!.. 115
‘* The War lllustrated, 20 May 1916, p.315.
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There are men! There are the models for us to copy. All of them, you must
know, arc beautifully built, remarkably well-proportioned, and with obvious
powers of endurance. They all enjoy perfect health...that health, or rather
that physical condition, which assures one that at the psychological and terrible
moment of the battle, when the victory is gained by thosc who can last a
quarter of an hour longer than their opponents, onc -will prove victorious and
will hoid out longer than the foc.*’ ' ‘

The French correspondent continued "One fine day they [the British soldicrs] made the
discovery that daily exercise...had become indispensable to them, and now today they bring to
their country and to the cause of civilisation the admirable rampart of their powerful torsos

and of their indefatigable and supple muscles”. This practicce of nationality stereotyping

through sport was extended to the other allied nations too. Both the Canadian and Anzac
soldiers were invariably depicted ‘as rugged sons of the Empire, hardened to war by a life on the
very outposts of the Crown's colonies and Dominions. Strong, determined men who would
brook no nonsense from the Germans, lhAc latter brigades arc aptly represented by one "Giant

Anzac", whose deeds were cclebrated in the lollowing lines:

A remarkably daring feat was achicved by an Anzac, Captain Foss, during a
midnight raid on the German trenches. Coming across one of the cnemy about
“to seek refuge in his dug-out, Captain Foss, who is a powerful athlete, 64"
height, caught him by the h1ps and hurled him bodily over the parapet towards
the Brmsh lines, shouting "There' s number one!" ** ¢

3l

The image of the Anzacs cultivated by the pr_esé is perfectly captured in the following poem,

"The Australian”

Bronzed'and clean-shaven, lithe of .limb,

With clear grey eyes that turn on you

A steady gaze which piertes through
4 "Physique of the British Soldier - A Flattering Comparison", Times, 3 November 1914, p.5.
“ The War Illustrated, 8 July 1916, p.492. A similar incident involving a British officer was
also reported, the officer calling the whole affair "a splendid scrum”. The War lllustrated, 5
August 1916, p.577.
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Flesh and bload..... '
Character, strength, a poise erect
And virile, these shine out through ali.**

Canadian soldicrs were deemed to have other ‘sol'dicrl_\' skills which stemmed from their lives as-
hunters and trappers in a land that was evidendy still beyond the realm of British
comprehension.* Several issues of The War lllustrated show a Canadian sniper at work. Onc
in particular accounts for the soldier’s proficiency with: Lhc rifle by the fact that he has
"brought his knowlcdge of game hunting in the Far West to the greater work of beating the
cnemy on the plains of Fl‘andcrs"," By far the. most romanticised nation in sporting terms,
however, were the Italians. Far away from the mud-locked subterrancan passages that played
host to the trench warfarce of the Western Front, the Italian Alpini were characterised by the
British press as adventurous mountaineers, boyishly foiling the atiempts of the Austrian forees
10 d;ivc them from their traditional eyries in the Dolomites. Lithe, fit and innovative in their
lagtics. arlists' impressions abound of the troops on skis, or roped together as thoy climb a
sheer precipice 1o attack the unsuspecting Austri_an outposts. Ignoring the fact that most of
the fighting took‘placc in the valleys, passcs and plains of the country, one picturc shows the
rcaders an Amazmg incident on the Alpine front. Alpini succccd‘ in lassoing an Austrian
mltrazlleuse gunner, brmgmg hxm down the moumamsxde with hls weapon, a lrmmph of Sl\l”"t:v
and strength, and by(no means an unusual occurrence inthe Alps™.**

These are séme of the mor-cv noteworthy exarmples of the British press’ use of sport to
brovxde an aura of athletic unity to Lhc alllcd I"orces They are by no means the only oncs. ‘
Readers could also see Indian troops wrcsleg Australxan and Indian teams performing a
tugjof—war on ‘camel-back,_ troops on board ship keeping fit for battle with Swedish gymnastics

and, when America entered the war, an International baseball match at Lord's between

*s Eliot Crawshay - Williams, Thc Gutter and Lhc Stars (London : Erskine MacDonald, 1918),
p.23. .

+ See Dunae, p.146 for A.G Racey's cartoon portrayal of "The Englishman in Camada”

© The.War Illustrated, 22 July 1916. ’

* The War Illustrated, 1 April 1916, p.154.
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Canadian and United States scrvicemen.*” lnlc‘r-allicd tugs-of -war, 100, were popu'lar. One
picture appeared with the following caption: "Peaccful tug-of -war between Arabs and men of
the King's African Rifles in Jubaland, East Africa. The darkies evidently took part in the
contest with great zest”.** Once again, it should not be overiooked that :;t no time arc the
German or Austro-Hungarian forces assigned any form of press coverage “that cquates
posili\‘zcly with sports and gamces.. To show Lhcm to have the ability and capacity to play, and
play at games which were considered unequivocally English, would be to undermine the entire
image of German inhumanily- and physical and moral inferiority which was clearly such a
major part of British wartime propaganda.

As well as serving the cause of allied unity, iméges of sports and games were also used

¢ _

to display the British sqldicr's hearty resolution in the face of a‘dversity. Two leitmotifs can be
detected in the national press - sp'orl for the wounded, and games and physical activity amongst
British prisoners-of -war in Germany. Athletic representation of Lhé former group, no doubt
intended to be a reassuraﬁcc to the increasing number of British families Bcing blighted by the
news of an injur’ed relative or I’rif;nd. appéar; now ﬁas uncomfortably disﬁoncerling and in some
cases undeniably maéabrc. Wounded soldiers photographed partaking 1n a suspended
apple-cating cdmpcmion, or a racc in which a balloon is pushed along the ground with the
player's head now scem ciuite u.nflattering.“ Similarly, a photograph of two war amputecs

=,

playing billiards with their mechanical arms does little to further the image of the sporting

British hero, bloody but unbowed.*? On the other hand, several it;ms continue to radiate an air
of pride and ;ésiiiencc in the vknowl‘edge that, despite the physical _wound, the quintessential
sporting spirit of Lﬁc Briton has survived the worst that his enemiesA could throw at him.
Unshaken and uﬁdctefrcd he continues to play his_ traditional gamés, recuperating and

rejuvenating to prepare for another assault on the German foe. Examples of this type are

4" The War Illustrated, 25 August 1917, p.35. 1. ncess Louise was present at the game, and
was introduced to both teams. '
5¢ The War Illustrated, vol.6 (1917), p.232.

' The War [llustrated, 5 October 1918, p.22.
2 The Great War, vol.13 (1919), p.219.
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pictures of the injured plaving football,** and the "Grand International Final” which featured
soccer and baseball matches between French, Canadian and British soldiers.™ A later item
shows a wounded New Zcalander plaving tennis, which is described as "A Spartan cure for
shrapncl’\injurics".” It is notable that all of these examples utilised the medium of film to
convey their impact to the reader. As Sandvcrs notes, "The cl‘[’ccl that actual wﬁr scenes could
add to the printed word was unlimited. It was a prevailing assumplion of the time that the

camera could not lic...".** To put this particular clement of propaganda into context, a

non-visual source has been sclected that carries a more personal viewpoint. In a reflective

letter to his son at the Front, Robert Saunders, the hcadmaster of a local school in Fletching,
wrotc:

\

Last Thursday, a gentleman at Piltdown invited "Arms and Legs', i.c. soldiers
% who had lost an arm or a leg to play in 4 crickct match in the.Recreation
Ground....I stood and watched for a time but it was 100 worrying for me to sce
a man on one leg trying to bat, though Jim-Fuller our captaintold the bowlers
10 bowl easy balls. Some. of the women cried ‘1o see them but they were as
cheerful as crickets and hopped on one leg from the Pavilion without
crutches.*’ . "

British prisoners-of -war, 100, were recorded as cheerfully participating in sport during

their internment in Germany. Officers imprisoned at Hcidelberg were shown playing tennis '

within the barbed wirc enclosure, a game which was, the journalist informed the teader, "A

poor substitute for the set their brother soldiers were-playing in France to strike the Kaiser's
crown into the hazard, but a welcome relief from the monotony of enforced idleness”.**
Another formal tcam photograph shows captured officers seated on a tennis court in the camp

at Crefeld, Prussia, where they sought to "keep themselves fit by active service in the tennis

3 The War llustrated, vol. 2 (1915) p.19.

4 The War lllustrated, vol.2 (1915), p.344.

S The War Illustrated, vol.3 (1915) p 189. v .

s¢ Sanders, p.135. S T : -
$” Moynihan, p.200. T

* .The Great War, vol.8 (1917), p.389. -
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courts™.*" Possibly due to the difficulty in gcilin;_z inrormalioﬁ from the camps, this is without
doubt onc of the arcas'whcfc ch British press missed an unprecedented opportuni'ty to extol t'hc‘
virtues of sport in the Briloﬁ at war, [Qr as Ketchum makes clear, sports and games assumed an
importance that was unsurpassed in prison camp lifc."0 Kctchun)}, onc of 4000 young men
interned at the old Ruhlcbcp rac.c‘ course at lhc‘ons:cl of "hostilitics spent the l”oixr‘ war years in
the camp and rccqrdcd lhc. cxpcricncc in an ziuloBiographical book whic.h adopied a considcraglc
thcasure of socioloaical and quantifiable analy‘si\s Hxs account of Lhc rolc played by sport in
the rationalisation of camp lifc is fascinaling and thiows new hg/r}u on the athletic response of
the Brili%h to advcrsny Wuhm twenty four hours of their imprisonment in ﬁlthy disused
stables, the mlcrncm were plavmg 1mpromptu loetball matches. Though ball games undcrwcm.‘
a temporary ban,(‘ncgolmuons with the camp commandani came to {ruition, and on 28 March
1915 Baron von Taubc kicked off the inaugura;l ma‘lch on the newly opcned}»pl.ayj‘pg field.
From Lhcn on, cight lcague gamcs a. day were played 6n the two pitches and each. of the
fourtecn barrack blocks cmcrcd a first and second cleven to the competitions. Regulation
uniforms in dm%mcmc barrack colours were supphcd from England, and the entire
paraphernalla of<-Br1ush sportmg administration was painstakingly’ rcproduced A forty-eight
page handbook was printed for the 'Ruhleben Football Association’ in Berlin and 22 specially
commissioned silver cups and 122 medals were presented at the end of the first scason. Special
programmes were printed for important games, whilst the Golf Club, which had laid out five
holes in a criss-cross péttcrn across the playing field, had membership éards and copies of
"local rules” printed for playcrso. Barrack 'S Sports Ch]’o even had specially personalised
stationery for its inter-camp corrcspondence.‘ Tennis, rugby, field-hockey and cricket were
four of the other major sports, the latter complete with teams in white flénnels and equipmem
provided from England as well as f 'ron.u Germany. None of thié information has been detected
in the contcrﬁporary literature other than the examples cited above. - Clearly it would have

59 The Great War, vol.8 (1917), p.388.
s0 | .D .Ketchum, Ruhleben - A Prison Camp Socxetv (Toronto: University of Toronto Press

1965).
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fitted the mould of the British superior sporting spirit whi;h the press went to great lcnlglhs 1o
portray. As it stands, it remains a fascinating and apparently well-documented social and’
historical phenomenon that awaits further rescarch. Of considerable interest, ho‘wcvcr, is an
article from onc of the internees at Ruhleben which coﬁccnlralcs S())lcl_\"on the inhumanity of
the Germans to their pri;oncrs‘and mentions sport at the camp only once, when revealing thal
the sports ground was closed for two days as a punishment by the ggards.“ As was the casc
‘with-the football incidents b\clwccn the German and English soldiers at Christmas. this report
appears strangely out of.touch with actuality.
. In her paper. Marquis cites cight frequently used components of British anti-German
prcpagénda from the First World War. By way of: a summary, these categorics have been
-.reproduced in tabular form, and are accompanied by examples drawn from the British wartime
. press to dcmbnstrale the full and vigourous usage of sport in this pro‘cc?s.

/
|

.................. . 2
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Table IV J—

SPORT IN THE BRITISH PROPAGANDA PROCESS '

®
CATEGORY SPORTING EXAMPLE
Stereotypes The healthy, sporting British Tommy/Allied soldicr
Pejprative names Not applicable - all references posilivé.

Selection/ ommission of facts Germans den't play team games - allics do.

Atrocity stories - German officers duel instead of playbing wholcsome sports.

Slogans "Spirit of sport that aids in winning the war"; 'play the game';
'fair play’. | 7

One-sided assertions Britons and allies physically sup;:;ior to German soldiers due to
sport. _A "

Pinpointing the enemy Germans totally dévoid 61’ sportsmanship in war.

The 'Bandwas = ffect’ All sportsmen should join the a‘rm’y(to fight - their sport- will

transfer directly to the battlefield.

All of the examples cited in this chapter il]ustratp_thc somcwhatb ambigﬁous -.felat'ionship
the national press had with the truth in time of war. Already subject to domestic censorship,
the papers attempted to present the matgrial available to them in its best light in order to both
sustain national moraleuand circulation figures. The importance of a familiar and almost
attractive face of{ war in rflaintaining both of these can be deduced from the answer a colleague
of Lord Northcliffe gave to the question "What s%lis newspapers?”. The reply w;s: "The first

answer is 'war'. War not only creates a supply of news but a demand for it. So deep rooted is

the lascination in war and all things appertainihg to it that...a paper has only to. be able to put ‘
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on its placard 'a giant battle' for its sales to mdurﬁ up”.** At the same time as reporting the
progress of the war, complexities wcré reduced to their simplest rhetorical formulace in order to
cater to the widest possible audience in the most popular comcmporafy themes. This process
has been discussed with reference to a 'public'. - "a community of persons who sharc

conceptions, interests and values, and who are significantly interdependent”™ - by Bitzer, who

concludes :

Rhetoric generates truths “and values previously unknown to a public, gives
voice to interests and principles whose locus is a public, serves as an instrument
with which to test public truths and values and to select and justify public
means and ends. In general, rhetoric at its best sustains wisdom in the life of a -
public.®’

This procéss. advocating as it does notions of British superiority based upon incompletc and
misleading athletic, military, racial and biological ideologies of dominance, can be seen as a
functional manipulation of the British pﬁblic to maintain enthusiasm and national unity during
the war. Its crucial ‘i.mportance to the country in a time of nalfi)na] crisis is made clear by
L.B.Brown, who comments "social power rests with those who can control and implement an
ideology, whether by persecution and torment, or by education and propaganda "% In this
manner, the apparent contradictions between sports and games on the onc hand and the horrors
of mc. : warfare on the other can be dispelled by offering a "false but seemingly adequate

mtion to a rea! debate”.¢s Whilst the importance of this process has been demonstrated in
the British perception of sport and war during the years of the First World War, it sh;)uld

perhaps be put into a contemporary context. Private Peter McGregor of the 14th. Argyll and

$2 Quoted in P.G. Griffith, "The Particular Character of Military Literature”, History Today,
vol.31 (June 1981), pp.62-63.

s} Lloyd F.Bitzer, "Rhetoric and Public Knowledge" in Rhetoric, Philosophy and L1tcrature
An Exploration ( West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 1978), ed. Don Burks, pp.68-69.
# Brown, p.12.

ss §.Burniston and C.Weedon, "Ideology; Subjectivity and the Artistic Text", in On Ideology
(London: Hutchinson, 1978), p.201. ‘
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Sutherland Highlanders provides a fitting cpitaph for this chapter in a letter home written on 24

August 1916:

We sometimes sec the Sketch and the Mirro- - but 1 laugh at the fake
photographs of the boys at the front - perhaps the folk at home would rather
have the laughing Tommy, doing his duty, always smiling....* '

¢ Moynihan, p.26. ‘



Chapter VII

ATHLETIC POETRY OF THE GREAT WAR.

"In peace”, they said, "prepare for war", my friend,
So you and I in those happy days
Began in sport - but for a serious end -
Qur mimic war fare and our martial ways.'

Throughout the Loxuwrsc of this study, the medium of poetry has figured prominently as
a source of information bcrlaining to the t'bpic of sport and warfa'rc. Though recent research
has idcnlificd the rich vein of athletic verse contained within the archives of private educational
institutions on both sides of the Allavmic.’ there. has been as yet no concerted attempt 10
rescarch the poctry of‘ the Great War on a wider basis I‘o'r references to sport and war. This is
not necessarily surprising when the critical “trends iﬁvélving-war poetry from this era are

cxamined. Johnston notes, for instance: "Almost all of the critical and scholarly writing on

the subject has been devoted to brief surveyé or conﬁncﬁ to.individual sludicé of three or four -
of the best kn‘own poéLs".-‘ This chapter will éﬁémpt o redress this imbalance, searching
somewhat fur.Lhcr aficld than the traditional homes and haunts o{; athleticism. It will reveal the
éua]m and prcvalcncc of ‘the - 3[h]CllC poclr\ whilst slmultancous]\ imposing order on the
material by means of themalic categorisation.* Though biographical ml"ormallon for many of
the poets uncarthcd' in tﬁis study is scant or non-existent, an effort will be made to identify

Lhose VCTSES which illustrate a direct allegiance to the military assumptions of athleticism, and
1 F.W<D.Bendall, "To G.S.B.. Killed in Action, Deccmbcr 1916", in Front Line Lyrics .
(London Elkin Mathews, 1918)

* Most noteworthy at present arc Mangan's Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Publxc
School, pp.191-196, and David Brown's forthcoming Dissertation on the Canadlan prwale
schools, pp.191-198.

' J'H.Johnston, English Poetry of the First World War (New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 1964), p.x.

* For thé purposes of this study, the term ‘athletic poctry”’ has been taken to refer to all poetry
writter: between the years of 1914 - 1918 which contains allusnons Lo images of, or connecuons
betwccn sport and warfare.

116 .
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~those which appear to .bc motivated b_\" another ideology or group of factors. Of particular
interest and ol some novc.ll_\' will be a body of athletic poctry conforming to the norms of
athleticism. but written not by public schootboys, but by women. Equally revealing arc a
group of poems having in commoﬁ the unmislakcablc-évangclical components of nineteenth
century 'muscular Christianity . |

The p'oclicjv rcéponsc to the 'Greal War was quile rcmarkablc, both in volume and
intensity . T‘hough it varied coﬁsidcrably -in quality, style al{d sentiment it rcméins riévcrlihcless
as an enduring testimony to the thoughts, dreams, I'carls-and éxpcricnces of a generation
touched in onc way or another by the reverberations of ‘lhé First World War. As a ‘litcrary
icgacy, this body of material is extensive. Works by 'Bvrilisih pocts contained in the 1921
Collection housed at the Birmingham Public Library al.onc number in exeess of 1,200 vo]umcs,-
while a recent bibliographical study by Calhcrinc Reilly contains the names of more than 2,000
English war pocts of the 1914 - 1918 cra. * However, Lhc very term 'war poctry' has been the
topic of considerablc discussion amongst literary resc:fpchcrs and an adequate definition of the
genre is a necessary starting point. Lewis obsc‘fvcs thai the .ICIfmS 'war poet' and 'war poetry'
ha\_'c ‘u.ndcrgoné considerable transformation, and have altered from being original terms of
empirical convenicnce to being invested wi_lh the implical‘ion that "ap'r"war poét' [is] in some ‘way
different from a poct....The implication is. of course, diéparaging. as though a 'war poct' can
“be of relevance only to his immediate contemporaries”.® Julian Symons reiterates this pbim,
and in attempting to 'de-mystify' war poetry, establishes an operéblc definition which
concl‘qdcs that war poetry is not a specialised department of poetry, but more accurately "the
poetry, comic’ or iragic. cynical or heroic, joyful,‘ embittered or disillusioned” of people
' affcchtc'd by the experience of war.’ Such poetry was produced in enormous quantity by ‘British
citizens touched in some way by the war on both the Home and the Western Fronts. Their
wriu’ngs were ‘often swiftly absorbcd by an eager press, for the transmission of tﬁe wér

-5 E.Marsland, "Public Poetry of the First World War in an International Perspecuve Diss.

Alberta 1983, chapter two, pp.1-2. ‘
¢ Quoted in V.L.Chang, "Images of War 1914 1918", Diss. Alberta 1971, p.4.

" Quoted in full in van Wyk Smith, p.2.
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expericnce relied essentially on 1hL‘ printed .word.‘ Publishing houses. too, responded to the
avaitlability of pouu comment on the war by providing a rcady means (o pad\agu print and
publish collccnom of verse quickly and at little cost. Many of the proceeds from sales of these
volumes went, in fact, to war appcals and charitics, providing vet another stimulus to the
would-be poct. These volumes were consumed by a reading public whose thirst for material
exposing the war had been whetted but remained unquenched., |

'fhcrc were, however, more ﬁcrsonal motivations that resulted in lhc'mcdium of poetry
undcrgéing an unprecedented ascendancy as a tool fo'r the discussion, aﬁalysis and portrayal of
war. Somc pocts, notably Owen, Gurney and Sassoon, had been writing verse p‘rior 1o the war
and simply cxchangcd their original malcr{al for thalc/'providcd by Ihcir' war cxpcricnccs..'
Others, like John Bain, had never writien, or indeed felt the inclination to write, a pocm before
their inv(e)lvcmcm in the war, but suddenly found it a convénient and expressive form in‘ which
to sct down Lhéir lhoug‘hls. doubts or jubilations.® Some wrotce o parents and loved ones, some
for magazinés and periodicals, and others simply for themselves. For one man poetry was a
political statement, to another a personal reflection, whilst to a third it was merely a practical

.

alternative, given the environment at the Front:

On the whole, I should rather fight shy of aucmpting 10 wrilc prose in war
lime; even at home it's almost impossible 1o put in enough work at it. Verse is
the easiest thing out, especially in the trenches. When one is walking about the
linc one can hardly help making quite good verse all the time, and it doesn't
need, won't stand in fact, more polishing. When you are a bit highly strung
and excited, verse comes regular as the rations: but any sustained prose
composition gives a strain one has no right to submll onesclf to when in HM.'s
service.!?

3

Regardless of its stimulus or of its form, the poetry of the First World War has steadfastly

P As Fussell points out, television and radio played a non-existent role in the commumcauon
process, and cinema only a marginalily greater one; p.158. <
¢ Mangan Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian Public School, pp.262-264.

® Charles Scott-Moncrieff to Alec Waugh, in C.K.Stout-Moncrieff: Memories and Leiters,
p.137.
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cnd'urcd‘ and has cc'r‘lainl_v confounded the prediction of Poet Laurcate Sir Henry Newbolt who
wrote in 1924, "I don't think these shell-shocked war pocms willl hovc our grandchildren
g.rcmly";” In recent years in particular it has been the centrepicce of much admiration and
discussion, and many of the young pocts yv.ho l'oug‘ht and died in the conflict have been
immortaliscd with their work in the literary consciousness of the English-speaking world.
Rupert Bro_okc. Wilfred Owen, Charles Hamilton Sorley and Julian Grenfell arc but a few of
_ these voung men whose poctry stands as an cpitaph to their personal rendezvous with d.cath
during the war; Sicgfried Sassoon, Robert Graves, Edmund Bluﬁdcn and Daviél\ééo;le'/sgrc somc
of the better known survivors. For cach, poetry was the testament through which order and
“truz, two ncbulous and clusive Factors, could be fashioned from their war experiences, be it
tae patriotic and romantic zeal of Rupert Brooke or the portrayal of the pity of war fOL_lnd in
Owen. Just as it was for these pop‘ularised poets, so it was for the hundreds of lesser pocts
who also consigned their cxullationsiand anxictics to vqrsé. These unknown pdcts - .men and
women who shared the same experiences, suffered the same fears and celebrated the same
victories as their better known comrades - also have a place in this study, for here the validity
of Lhcif comments is not to be jeopardised by their poor metre or unduly cuphemistic languaéc.
" Regardless of.the liicrary' quality of the verse, it siands as a valuable social document in its
h_istofi_cal. context. However, before fallaciously condemning all poets of the First World War
who made reference 1o sports and games to an undeserved obscurity, it should be made clear
that scvcrél of Lfle'most prominent and ccrtaihlf the most fully discussed poets of the cra
| .L_urned their attenition to the image of the athlete in the war.

Sasééc;n, with his intense concern for the commoh soldier - ‘dumb, uncomplaining, and
‘al the mercy of a nation atA home which had no conception of phe hell which he daily endured -

" attempts to reconcile the paradox of the ordinary man's dual existence inthe trenches and at

home by dwelling in part on his love of sport: _

11 Newbolt to Lady Hylton, quoted in Marsland, chépter one, p.5.
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Soldicrs are dreamers; when the guns begin

' They think of firelit homes, clean beds and wives.
I see them in foul dug-outs, gnawed by rats,
And.in the ruined trenches, lashed with, rain,
Dreaming of things they did with balls and bats
And moved by hopeless longing 1o regain....

Later, in "The Redeemer”, Sassoon portrays the British soldier as an carthly embodiment of the

Christ, enduring suffering for the sake of those he loved. Significantly, his pleasures are

simple and his lifestyle physical and moral: "...an English soldicr, white and strong / Who

" 11

loved his time like any simple chap, /- Good davs of work and sport and homely song..

In poems by both Owen and Roscnbcrg lhc athlete is addressed more directly and
symbolically, standing impotently against the futile and abject horror of a war which daily
claims men regardless of their health or fitness. As such, the athlete epitomises the inhumanity

of modern warlarc as he, with his proud body and physical vitality, cannot cscape death or

mutilation. In Owen's haunting "Disabled”, the young athlete "...sat in a wheeled chair,

waiting for dark / And shivered in his ghastly suit of grey, / Legless, sewn short at clbow.
Now at the mercy of a world which wants only 1o forget what it has done to him, he reminisces
on the events that brought him to the war and, in doing so, encapsulates the social values which

Owen was later to celebrate as "The old Lie : Dulce et decorum est/ Pro Patria mori™'*

One time hc liked a blood-smear down his leg,

After the matches, carried shoulder-high

It was after football when he'd drunk a peg,

He thought he'd better join. - He wonders why.

Someone had said he'd look a god in kilts, -

That's why; and may be, too, to please his Meg;

Aye, that was it, to please the giddy jilts

He asked to join. He didn't have to beg;

Smiling they wrote his li¢; aged nineteen years.
12 § Sassoon, "Dreamers”, in Arthur E Lanc An Adequate Response (Detroit: Wayne SLatc
University Press, 1972), p.107.
3 Quoted in Lane, p.115.
¢ Jon Stallworthy, Wilfred Owen. A Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977)
Owen wrote to his mother, "The famous Latin tag means of course /t is sweet and meet 1o dic
for one's country. Sweet' and decorous' ", p.228.
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And soon, he was drafted out with drums and cheers.

Some cheered him home, but not as crowds cheer Goal.
Only a solemn man who brought him fruits
Thanked him; and then inquired about his soul.'*

Isaac Rosenberg echoes. Owen's sentiments, poctically addressing a trench rat on the
parapet that will, the poet believes, outlive the other human inhabitants of the trench, destined
for death despite their apparent virility. The rat, free to scuulg past the corpses strewn in

no-man's land, prompts Rosenberg to comment:

It seems you inwardly grin as you pass
Strong eves, fine limbs, haughty athletes
Less chanced than you for life,

. Bonds to the whims of murder,
Sprawled in the bowels of the earth,

" The torn fields of France.'®

The image of the doomed athlete is, however, not a dominant one in the poetry of . the
Greal War. Even when the poem takes the fprm of an elegy, for the most part the athlete is
aITbrdcd .vic.lory in dcath, not defeat. One particular strain of athlétic verse attributed such
triumph not only to bhysical prowess, but Lo spiritual as we]l. These poems stand as paragons
of .the 'muscular Christian' faith - the evangelical‘adjunct to the ideology of athleticism.
Muscular Christianf[y as'an' athletic epiLhel appears to have been first employed by an unknown'
reviewer attempting Nlo define the moral and religiqus characteristics posséssed by Charles

Kingsley's strong, manly, upright and physical protagonists in his novels.!” The phrase was

later applied 1o Hughes' Tom Brown's Schooldays following its publication in 1857 and

Y Quoted in Stallworthy, pp.224-6.

'* Isaac Rosenberg, "Break of Day in the Trenches”, in John Ferguson, ed., War and the
Creative Arts (L.ondon: The Macmillan Press; 1972) p.214.

" Gerald Redmond, "Alarm, Amusement and Contempt: Early Englxsh Crmcs of Muscular

Christianity ", p.2.



remained at the forefront of the nll‘?lclic dcbz.uc for the remainder of the century.'” However,
the cross-currents of athleticism and muscular Chrislianily are by no means synonymous.
fhouéh both advocate the character training of the young man by means of an immersion in
tecam games, only the latter envisages that the product of this baptismal moulding will cmerge
as a moral and manly Christian; such orthodox spiritual faith is distinctly lacking . in the
cxamples and definitions of athleticism considered carlier in this study.  As both Mangan and
GaLhornc-Hard_\" have shown, life in the games-obsessed public schools of Victorian and
Edwardian Britain displayed far more clements of a brutal paganism than of Christian
charity.'* Nevertheless, the public schools had. since their inception, been traditibnal supplicrs
of young men to the Church, just as they had to the army and the civil service, and with so
many of the headmasters being men of the cloth the concept and' practise’ of Christian
manliness SlIrVi\;Cd the religious indif ference df athleticism. In its purest form, a muscular
Christian can be distinguished from his athletic counterpart - or "musclernan” as Hughes refers

to him - in the following manner: ‘ '

_the only point in common between the two being, that both hold it to be a
good thing to have strong and well-cxercised bodices, ‘ready to be put at the
shortest notice to any work of which bodies arc capable, and to do it well.
Here all likeness ends; for the "muscleman” seems to have no belief” whatever as
to the purposes for which his body has been given him....Whereas, as far as I
know, the least of the muscular Christians has hold of the old chivalrous and
Christjan belief, that a man's body is given him to be trained and brought into
subjection, and then used for the protection of the weak, the advancement of
all righteous causes and the subdumg of the carth which God has ngcn to the
children of men.?*

Hughes ancL Kingsley display muscular (,hrlstlanm to its best advantage - a simple and

unaffecled creed that-seeks the spiritual clevation of tﬁ§ young man through a life of hard

.

¥ Redmorid, p.3. : A

19 J A .Mangan, "Social Darwinism, Sport and English Upper Class Educauon , Stadion, vol.6
(Autumn 1982), 92-115; Jonathon Gathorne-Hardy, chapter five, section six, "Discipline:

. Beating and Its Effects”, pp.108-112. ’

0 Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown at Oxford (New York: Macmillan & Co., 1885), p.113.
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knocks and sound lessons on the games ficld to cventual Christian fulfillment. It is seen in its
- worst lightin the hislripnic excesses of the following passage, which is by no means exceptional

“for the genre:

Put your whole soul into the game and makc it yomm very llfc . Hit clean and
hard at cvery loose ball. 'Steal a run' whenever vou saIcTAan for the least bit
of work that helps anyone ncarer 10 God is blessed work,: .and gladdens the:
Captain's heart.. Be alert and rcady, and you will kccp up v0ur end. Lay on
hard, and you will run up a grand scorc. And when 'time’ is called you will
'bring out your bat', your conscience will say 'Well done’, those you have
cheered and helped will say, 'A good man! Thank God for stxch an innings!’
Ave, and when on the resurrection morning you come oul of “the pavilion,

lcaving your playing clothes behind you, and robed like your glorious
Captain-King, you and all the hosts of God will sce and understand “Your score
as you cannol now, and your_joy will be full as you hear the Cap\am thc/ .
innumerable company of angels' and the whole redeemed Church of God grcel ’ J
you with the words, 'WELL PLAYED, SIR!! T

\
Examples from both polarities arc evident in the athletic poetry of the Great War.

As the British Church struggled to find a Christian justification for the war in their
¥

/ S
prolific publications in this era, the Scottish clergy at least had the benefits of warfare brought
to their attention at the Annual General Assembly by Sir George Adam Smith. In his closing

éddreSs, he told the Scottish churchmen :

The mere athletic value of the war has been' enormous. When we: see our
young men returning from only a few months of military exercise, transformed
always in body and often in mind, we realise how much of the national strength

" we have thrown away during years of peace through neglect by the state, the
Universities and other institutions of provisions for training.?? -

However, this rather utilitarian viewpoint belied the spititual aspect of the individual's struggle.

2t Rev. Thomas Waugh, The Cricket Field of Christian’ Life (1894) p.148, in Christopher
Brookes, English Cncket The Game and Its Players Through the Ages (London : Weidenfeld
& Nicholson, 1978), p.141. .

22 G_A.Smith, The War, the Nation and the Church (London: Hodder & Staughton, 1916),

p.38.
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in the war which was appearing in some of the poetry geNerated by the conflict. Tt is better
represented in Harold Begbic's tribute to the Boy Scout movement, which traces the young

lad's progress from street urchin to national saviour:

...a trumpet song from the meadows, and the city rang with a shout

And the boy leapt into his bovhood with the magical name of Scout;

Suddenly braced his body, suddenly found his soul, '

And vaulted to Eldorado at the end of a hefty pole. .

There came to him men of glory who spoke of a goodly gamc,

Who told~el a life in the open and the pride of g gallant.fame,

And he gave them his soul and body to discipline, shape and train,

And they taught him the works of God and the use of a Cockncey brain.*

Looking down on these "young lions, whelps of the ancicnt breed”, the immortal heroes of

Brittania's past smile down "from the ficlds of heaven”. content in the knowledge that the

A

nation is securc in the hands of voung Britons who are morally and physically strong.?*

+

Though Begbie does not “dircctly address himself to the afterlife of the Christian
sportsman-soldier, two other pocts give an indication that redemption and cternal lifc await the

spérling war herp who falls in battle. Everard Owen adopts the ur-old Christian image of the
- . f

.

Trinity in his poem, "Threc Hills", 10 show that spiritual and physical strength, moral courage
and the capacity for self -sacrifice will not go unrewarded by the Son of God. The first stanza

illustrates that the path to eternal life commences at the foot of the pavilion steps :

There is a hill in England,
* Green fields and a ‘school I know, -
Where the balls fly fast in the summer :
And the whispering Elm trecs grow.
A little hill, a dear hill,
And the playing ficlds below.

2? Harold Begbie, "Boy Scout”, in Fighting Lines and Various Reinforcements (London:
Constable, 1914), p.38. . .
4 Begbie, p.40.
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‘There is a hill in Flanders

Heaped with a thousand slain,

Where the shells fly night and noontide
And the ghosts that died in vain.

A little hill, a hard hill,

To the souls that died in pain.

There is a hill in Jewry,
Three crosses pierce the sky,
On the midmost He is dving
To save all those who die.

A little hill, a kind hill,

To souls in jeopardy.**

Frederic Bendall, whose lines in memory of a friend killed in action open this chapter, rciterates

this spiritual victory of the athicf¢ over death in the final scction of his pocm :

So. It has come. Your dreams werce all 100 true.
I have played many games with you. They are done.
But this I know? and knowing, smile - that you
Have playéd the greatest game of “all - and won.
__ —So fare’you well, my friend. Indeed; I know
That vou fare well. It must be thus - for He
“ Who thed-to make men good will have it so
For all of those who died 10 make men free.?*

Bendall's poignant eulogy to a fallen comrade is a touching and personal tribute to the strength
of his own faith in ‘;he midst of wér.'._Of quite another cadence is the \;olume of verse by
C.T.Swudd, an Old Etonian and a celebrated cricketer, whose poems are character‘ise@ by a
missionary zeal and trite, tub-thumping rhythm. For Studd, the'batllet;iclds of France were
symboiic with those spiritual battlefields whicﬁ he had‘ faced in the Belgian Congo in 1_913‘ -
huns and heathens alike were to be overcome by the sportsman-soldier, armed variously with a
rifle, cricket bat or crucifix. Exhortations to 'play the game' abound in the verse, as the reader
’is reminded to look for his faith to Jesus, the Holy Bible and the resoz“lutc Apostles:

“»

s Everard Owen, Three Hills and Other Poems (London: Sidgwick & Jackson 1916).
¢ Bendall, "To G.S.B., Killed in Action, December 1916™. l
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Leous learn from Christ's Apostles
And play as they played the game;
"Twas not being nice but sacrifice
That won them deathless fame.””

A}

In his invocation to the reader to join the mission to publish news of the salvation, Studd-

employs an claborate analogy embracing both cricket and war imagery that deserves quoting in
. - .
full:

— . '

I.et's abolish our tame stoncwalling,
And play for a win. not a draw;

We must go in for hurricane hitting,
Or we'll lose as we've lost before.

For Christ was a resolute hitter,

And so were Stephen and Paul; ' S
They so warmed the devil's lingers

That he scarce could hold the ball.

They didn't play sclfish in-those good days
They played for their side instcad;

And they ran such really impossible runs
That the devil quitc lost his head.

They didn't wear pads and gloves those days,
You just couldn't make them afraid;

And they never stopped to look at the clock
Till the winning hit was made.

Now if we played the game like that,
Do you think we shouldn't win?

Of course we should, and, that being so,
Anythmg else is sin.”

\

The athletlc war poems which contain elemeénts of muscular Chrlsuamty are clcarly a diverse

7 C.T.Studd, Quaint Rhymes for the Battleﬁcld by a Quondam Cricketer (London James
Clarke & Co., 1914), p.83. v
* Studd, thout Excuse!", pp.85-86.
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coll' ‘tion, ranging from the" didactic fervour and fanaticism of Studd to the personal
N

alfirmation of faith by Owen and Bendall. Though far from being a ‘majority viewpoint, they

illustrate that the 'gospel’ of muscular Christianity was continuing to flourish amongst its
twenticth century 'disciples’. a

A more vocal group that does not’{aﬁpcar 10 have a’celebrated ninétccnth century
parallel is that of wbmén who endorsed athleticism in their poetry during the Great War. Of
the poems considered in this section, ronly one figures in Catherine Reilly's recent and unique
amilology of 79 women pocts of il.]c First World War.?* Five individual female poets have becn
identificd, each of whom adheres rather uncaﬁnily to onc ar all of these common characteristics
- in their writings: the gap in their lives left by the men who have gone to the Front is portrayed
in terms of empty playing fields or idle bats and balls; the assumptions of athleticism regarding
a posmvc and immediate transfer of abilitics from playing ﬁcld/lo battlefield are readily
confirmed and celebrated; dcath in battle is not to be feared, for the men possess the
schoolboy's contagious courage that is shaped on the games ficld; the woman's role is
self -defined as passive and d;vorced from the actualities of battle, although several of the poetsﬂ ,
cpnvey a longing that they, too, might become a méln in"order to share the experience of

sacrifice in war. All four of these common traits are prescnt in Katharine Tynan's "The

Golden Boy", an unabashed athletic glorification of the public schoolboy in wartime:

0

In times of peace, so clean and bright,
And with a new-washed morning face,
He walked Pall Mall, a goodly sight,
The finished flower of all the race.

Or through Bond Street and Picadilly,
Went spick and span, without a soil,
As careless as the July lily -

That spins not, neither does she toil.

2% Catherine W.Reilly, Scars Upon My Heart. Women's Poetry and Verse of the First World
‘War (London: Virago Press, 1981). The author has actually identif ied 532 women poets in h?r
earlier bibliographic study some 25% of the total number dlscovered and catalogued. v

,



128

He took his soldiering as sport,

And beauteous in his mufti stirred
Romance in the simple female sort
That loves a guardsman or a lord.

And now, knee-decp in muddy water,
Unwashed, unshaven, sec him go!

His garments stained gith mud and slaughter
Would break the heart of Savile Row. . .

’

The danger'#vin his blood like winc, . -
The old heroic passion leaps;

The son of the mighty fighting linc

Gocs glad whatever woman weeps.

He plays the game, winning or losing,
As in the plaving fields at home;
This picnic's nothing of his choosing,
But since it's started, let it come!

He lives his hours with keenest zest,

And midst the flying death he spates

A laugh to the light-heart schoolboy jest,

Mingled with curses and with prayers. o~

Gay as at Eton or at Harrow,

Counts battles as by goals or runs : , o
God keep him from Death’s flving arrows ) e

To give his England fighting sons.*°

S ’ ;,u‘,‘ )

W.M.Letts p’f&vides several poems that once again centre upon the athletic character of

* o ¥ - .
the cream of British manhood. In her best known poem; "The Spires of Oxford”, the poet
" describes her feelings on paséi};g through Oxford during the war, noting thatthe "carcless boys

at play” had.sacrificed their yduthfulpxisience to go and fight:

They left the peaceful river, , . :
The cricket field, the quad, o : -
The shaven lawns of Oxford C
0 Katharine Tynan, Flowers of Youth - Poems’in War Time (London: Sidgwick & Jackson,
1915). :




To scek a bloody sod -
They gave thelr merry youth away
For Country and for God.”

Her attention to the concept of sacrifice permeaics much of her poetry. In "To a Soldier in
Hospital" she addresses a young man whose stoicism and good humour in the face of great pain
she cannot help but admire. Despite the tenderness of the later stanzas, however, the opening

lines of the poem betray the common formula:

N

Courage came o you with your boyhood S grace

Of ardent life and limb.

Each day new dangers steeled you to the-test

To ride, to climb, to swim. : \

Your hot blood taught you carclessness of death 1
With every breath. : -

3

So when you went to play another game

You could not but be brave :

An Empire's tcam, a rougher football ﬁeld 4
The end - perhaps your grave.

What matter? On the winning of a-goal

You staked your soul.?*

Eva Dobell's "Night Duty" displays a far more-reévlisti'c view of the hospitalised athlete. In her
stanza reproduced here, the you’rig man's athletic prowess is afforded a Lérﬁporality that ended
with the onset of his wound. Like Owen and Rosenberg, Dobell_porirays the athlete as a

‘broken victim of the war, not an cternal hero :

And one laughs out with an exultant joy. ’ 2 PR
An-athlete he - Maybe his young limbs strain ' ' :
in some remembered game, and not in vain
To win his side the goal - Poor crippled boy,
Who in the waking world will never run agam 3
MW M. Letts, The Spires of Oxford and Other Poems (New York E. P Dutton & Co., 1915)
12 W M .Letts, Hallow E'en, and Other Poems of the War {London: Smuh Elder, 1916) '
33 Reilly, Scars. Upon My Heart, P 33,
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Quite the opposite course is stecred by Letts, who has a vision of "great celestial games” undcr
the canopy of Hcaven for those who fall in the conflict. In "Golden Boys" she pursucs this
theme, picturing the splendour of what can only be described as an ethereal public school sports

dav bevond the grave: -

[

. Not harps and palms for these, O God,
"Nor endless rest within the courts of Heaven'-
These-happy boys who left the football field,
The hockey ground, the river, the eleven,

* In a far grimmer‘game, with hngh elated souls
To score their goals

o

’
'

]et these, @ God, still test their manhood 's strength,
Wrestle and leap and run, '
"Feel sea and wind and sun; :

' With Cherubim.contend; -~ " .,

The timeless morning spcﬁd'

In great celestial games.

Let there be laughter. and'a merry noise

Now that the fields of Heaven shine

_With' all these golden boys.?*

/ ‘1'

, A f

Several poems avoid lhe romanumscd 1magc> prcfcrrcd by Tynan and Lctls and while

retaining their atLachmcm 10 sport, adopl a more pcrsona! and scnumcmal tone. Slccp well",

‘

by sts N. L.I:lcx 1s a dcdmauon 0 hcr brothcr a young oH icer who was at Queen's College,
Cambrldgc at 1he outbrcak of war and had since scen service at the Dardanelles, in Egypt and
ih Francc Hcr pocm is fu]l of lhc images 01" her brother's bouvam vouth which she guards so

. precxousl\ hOpmg agamst hope for his safe return:

P)

Sleep well, dear brother! - here ‘in your old room,
A tender radiance, by the inoon-diffused, .
" A light serene, with kindly shadows blent,
..~ 1s over all that you have loved and used -
Here - sombre books well thumbed by boyish hands
:, And prizes, hardly won thro' studious years,

..................

3 Lctts.l The Spires of Oxford, p.16.
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Lasl season's bat, well oiled, your cap, vour clothes -
And on the walls I tracc thro' a mist of tears

Your treasur'd pictures, here some choice cartoon,
Here mem'ries glad enshrined in those bright scenes
Of sport, and groups of boy¢ ¢and there the card
With pencilled cross 1o mark your room at "Queens

te o1y

Grace Golden's pocm, "The Sister” stems from an identical concern as that of Eley; the

dilference in tonc, however. is considerable. Here, the poet expresses her frustration at being
' v
ticd to "a woman's game" instead of joining her brother in the fray. The poem is a remarkable

testimony "to the disappointment of a woman who clearly possesses many of the qualities
inherent in athleticism and most admired in young men, and yet who is shackled and impotent

“in her own eyes by her very femininity: |

Was there ever 4 game we did not share,

Brother of minc? ’

Or a day when 1 did not play you fair,

Brother of mine?

"As good as a boy", you used to say,

And 1 was cager for the fray, .

And as loath to cheat or run away, -

Brother .of mine! )

You are playing a game that is straight and true,
Brother of mine,
And 1'd give my soul to stand next to you,
Brother of mine.
The spirit. indeed, is still the same :
. 1 should not shrink from the battle's flame,
Yet here I stay - at a woman's game
Brother of mine.

If that last price must needs be paid,

Brother of mine, -

You will go forward, unafraid, _

Brother of mine! . . | »

Death can so small a part destroy,

You will have known the fuller joy -~

Ah! would that I had been born a boy,
35 N.L.Eley, "Sleep Well", in Told in the Huts: The Y.M.C.A. Gift Book (London: Jarrold & -
Sons, 1916), pp.89-90. , : -




Brother of mine!**

Nora Bomford expands upon the [rustration of Grace Golden in her vocal and resolute

condemnation of contemporary sex-role stereolyping

Sex. nothing more, constituent no grcalcr

Than those which make an cycbrow's start or fall,
In origin, sheer accident, which later,

Decides the biggest differences of all.

And, through a war, involves the chance of death
Against a life of physical normality -

So dreadfully safe! O. damn the Shibboleth

Of sex! God knows we've equal personality.
Why should men face the dark while women stay
To live and laugh and meet the sun cach day.*

. Pfcviously overlooked, the role o}' womcen in the propagﬁlion ol" athletic war poetry,

‘and thereby lh‘c disscmination of idcological clements of athleticism and muscular Christianity,
is clearly an important onc that requires further z.mcmion. As Reilly has shown, the
con.tribulions of women war poets generally has been neglected and shbuld be more closely
‘analy'scd.‘ She ilustrates their previously untold imponancc by po'inting out that at least four
women were writing ‘protest poctry - against the war before either Owen or Sassoon.’* For the
purposes of further study in the ficld of sport and war, biographical information is a necessary
first step in at_témpting 1o disclose what prompted these poems, and for whom they were
intended: Nevertheless, thematically they ;:xhibit considcrablcrohcsion.and have u'ndoubtédiy
enriched this cxamingLion of the genre. They can n.ow be profitably compared \yith a third -

group of poems, written by male pocts, which cclebrate the alma maters of the young soldiers

and the links between school and. battlefield.

*¢ Grace Mary Goldcn Backgrounds (Oxford: Blackwell, 1917) p.2l.
37 Nora Bomford, Poems of a Pantheist {London: Chatto & Windus, 1918) p.107.
** Reilly, Scars Upon Mv Heart, pp. xxxw XXXV. ¢
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1 .M .Rosc-Troup's "Harrow's Honour" was written in captivity in Friedberg in Hessen
in ‘1916, a period which he refers to as “A weary time, a dreary time, a time of hopes and-
fears". Fven during his incarceration, however, he advances his pride in his school and in

those Old Harrovians who continue to serve England in her hour of need:

Mourn not for those whose names arc writ in gold
They fought for England, gladly gave their all.
Kept Harrow's honour spotless as of old,

Nor feared to answer to the last great call.

They showed the way to more, their names will ring
Through all succeeding years of Harrow's fame,
Whatever changes after years may bring

Their sons will follow up and play the game.>”

Eric Wilkinson's "Rugby Football” is an emphatié endorsement of the role of the school, and
school sports in particular, in building a breed of Englishmcn who v;'ill Lrium.ph in the war,. .
_ comc.whal may. In the opening stanza, the poet, dismal and depressed in the trenches,
reccives the football matchﬂtcam list from his old school. Ilkley Grammz;r. Its effect is to
transporl him "...off and away on 'memory's track” to reminisce with plcvasure upon the
‘qualities of life which h() holds most dear, and those which he fecls are most useful to the

\pation in time of war:

She makes her men and she sends them forth

O proud old mother of many sons!

The Ilkley breed has proved its worth

Wherever the bond of Empire runs; _ .

But near or far the summongs clear ’ i
Has sought them out from town and heath, ' '
They 've met the foemen with a cheer,

And face to face have smiled on death. -

They are fighting still to the grand old rule,

That heart and courage must never fail -

If they fall, therc are more where the grey stone school

 Quoted in E.B.Osborn ed., The Muse in Arms (London »John Murray, 1917), pp.176-177.
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L.ooks out on the broad green vale. .

Can vou hear the call? Can you hear the call
. That drowns the roar of Krupp?

There are many who fight and many who fall

Where the big guns play at the Kaiser's ball,

But hark! - can you hear it? Over all -

Now, school! Now school! Play up!*"

Th‘csc lines from Wilkinson's second stanza are echoed in S.Barrix.lglon Gates' "Lines Written
for a Norfolk School Song" which, like "Rugby Football" and "Vitai Lampada" before that, .
cclcbralcs. th,e central role of the playing fields in building splendid character in its proteges - a
. splendour that isvglobal in its magnitude through the influence of the Old Boys around the
Empire. The qualities depicted in Gates' account of the great school matches are exactly those

vaunted in so much of the athletic poetry of the war:

Beat up the drums to a battle song .
Of the great games lost and won,
When the wind and the rain were sweet and strong
And never a man was done )
Till the road to the goal was a road of mud
‘And tired limbs braced with a surge of blood
For the last stern rush that broke the -hush
" To the long proud cry of "School”.* '

E.B.Osborn, editor of an amhoiogy in which the previous school poems appo;ar, explains in his
introduction 1o the colléclion that such poéms were sclected to throw light on the British
soldier;s "racial predilection” for honouring "garﬁes and field sports in which he acquired the
‘basal elements of all true discipline - confidence in his companions and readiness (o sacrifice
the desire for personal distinction to the éommon interest of his team, which is, of course, a

mimic army in being".*

¢ Quoted in Osborn, pp.208-211.
*1 § Barrington Gates, Cargo (Oxford: Blackwell, 1918), p.60.
4 Osborn, p.ix. :

:



135

Several other poems concentrate on the quality of the schoolboy and his response to the
war rather than that of the cducational institution in which he was reared. W.Snow, in a pocm
originally published in the Spectator, commemorales the generous spirit of sclf -sacrifice

possessed by a former pupil whose name appeared in the casualty lists:

You, killed in action, leading men!

| hardly yet believe it true :

For me you're still the boy of ten,
Blue-eyed and curly-haired, I knew.

The years passcd by, and Oxford took
The charge your Public School laid down;
One happy year, and you forsook -

For duty called - the magic gown.

Of course you were the first Lo go :

You never were the sort to shirk. . . “
That was no time for books, and so

You turned to more important work.

"No life is short, thus nobly spent,
No hero's death is permature [sic]”.

LA
Another account of the young soldier lcaving to fight at the Front almost parodies: the famous
couplet of Richard Lovclace in his ‘medieval dedlcauon "To Lucasta, Going to the Wars"

(1649), where he closes his poem’ "I could not love thee dear, so much, / Loved I not honour

more".** One section of Richard Legalliene's "Thc Siik-Hat Soldler reads as follows:

One threw his cricket bat aside, one left the ink to dry;
11 "To S.K., Killed in Action”, in "A Crown of Amaranth”, eds., Erskine MacDonald &
S.Gertrude Ford (London: Erskmc MacDonald, 1917), p. 27
s Quoted in J.Paul Hunter, ed., The Norton Introduction to Poetry (New York: W.W.Norton
& Co., 1981), p.451. : o ‘ '
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All peace and play

He's put away,

And bid his love goodbye -

" mother minc!

O sweetheart mine!

No man of voursam 1 -

If I love not England well ecnough for England to die!™*

Two other pocts assign the development of such fcrvcnl patriotism more directly to the sporting
experience of the schoolboy. Each makes clear the poet's belicf that it is sport which i‘s in some
way responsible for the accelerated maturity of the boy at war. Experience in games 1s :
lhcrvcforc‘dccmcd to have formulated a mctaphysical duality in the schoolboy-soldicr; l.hrougﬁ
his training on Lﬁc playing fields he has learnt loyalty, teamwork and a éapacil_\‘ fo'r‘lcadcrship
which conlri.bulc to his successful command of men senior in age and éxpcricncc 1o him at Lhc 
Front; however, he is also depicted as rctain'ing{his boyish fondness for the pleasures of games,
which lhckpocls transcribe as a reckiess disregard for personal safc'f_v. in the face of ‘advcrsit,\'.
War is thus portrayed by the poets as another sport for him to conquer - the ull_imalc game, in

fact. In Arthur Hall's poem this process is prcscmed to the reader using the Lcrmmolog\ of
cricket:

And then again you scarce would know
The Bowler of a year-ago,

For whom so many had to yicld

The crease on Newland's playing field.
Was it a look beyond his years?

He who the end of innings nears

May sometimes that expression wear.

Scarce more than schoolboys! Yet there lies

Something within their laughing eyes

You look for it in the veteran's gaze.

Each, light of heart as if he plays

Cricket, flings in the face of Death
4% Richard Legallicne, The Sitk -Hat Soldier and Other Poems (London: John Lane - The
Bodley Head, 1915). : _
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A jest, - and smiling viclds hi§ breath!*

_ .
Francis Smith adopts a measured and cconomical construction in his poem, "The Young

Soldier", yet cach line and phrasc cmbody the distilled and popularised essence of the

schoolboy-soldier in the Great War:

Fresh.rosy face, clean limbs and steady eye , .
Watchful and clear; , ¢

Boy as to years, man in his courage true; ' '
Knowing no fcar '

On playing field, he faced the stern foe Death
With jest contagious; ‘

Fought his fights clcan and when pain came his way, -
Still smiled courageous.?’

Smiling or unsmilfng. a great many young men met their dcatﬁs during the Great War.
Some 01; them were cor}gmemoralcd by friends and édmircrs in -clcgiac poctry which once again
drew upon the language and imagery of sport 1o mourn their passiﬁg.“ A fellow Kings College
student of Rupert Brooke dedicated his own volume of poetry to Lh.e memory of the romantic

doyen of the nation. In the most vaunted pocm of the. collection, "The Trenches", the poet

has the symbolic figure of "juvenis quidam: (the youth)"

announce:

4
!

If I g0o? The great adventure's waiting.

War, riskiest, most exhilerating .

Of all man's sports, the sportsman has today :
** Arthur Vine Hall, The Submarine and the-Aeroplane (Oxford: B.H. Blackwell & Son, 1917),
p.33. :
*” F.W..Smith, The Great Sacrifice, and Other Poems (London: Erskine MacDonald, 1917).
** Robert Graves, in an early poem, wrote of the death of a friend in "The Dead Fox Hunter":
however, it is difficult to deduce with hindsight whether the poet is referring to a fallen -
comrade, or the death of a favourite horse: "So if Heaven had no hunt before he came / Why
it must find one now: / If any shirk and doubt they know the game /. There's one to teach
them how: /_And the whole host of seraphim complete / Must joy in scarlet to his opening
meet.” Robert Graves, Over the Brazier (London: Poetry Bookshop, 1916).




Sport naked, pure and bloody-froniced,
For Man the Hunter - man the hunted,
Sport for the King of all the beasts of preyv!*

news in 1915 of the death of the grand old man of English cricket, Dr.W.G.Grace:

On Flander's plains, at Dardanclices,
Or 1oiling on the Tigris wave,

Where Eden first our parents gave

A refuge from those sun-burned dells,
Today men speak of W.G .,
EM..G.F.and W.G.

Of that immortal three!

In sap and trench, in fire and lame,

Or Fleet triumphant on the sea,. = |
Oid Britain's sons aye_play. thc game,

And mourn today for W.G.

We keep our end up manfully

And ever leave all hellish work

To Teuton and to Turk.

For Waterloo on playing fields was won,
And in the peaceful times betwixt
- The Empire that knows no setting sun

Was trained by games to hold the bayonet fixed.

In war or peace the same,
Just play the game
That leads to victory!*®

“ Osbert Burdett, Songs of Exhuberance, Together with 'The Trenches' Op.l, (London:

A .C.Fificld, 1915), p.15.
*® The Brothers Ross-Lewin, In Britain's Need (London: Erskine MacDonald, 1917).
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This poem's naive enthusiasm dates it considerably now, but its jaunty and cgotistical styvle was
not unique in poems which utilised sports and games 10 encapsulate the. memory of a fallen
comrade. Two in particular adopt this tone as thev mourn the death of some of England's

greatest sportsmen. The brothers Ross-Lewin penned the following offering on hearing the

W. iam Berridge's "Meminisse [luyvabit" is somewhat belter consiructed than the less than
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to sully the memory of thosc famous athletes who had fallen during the war:

Our defenders are numbered in millions,

And cricket is lending its aid,

In discharging a shot

And in 'stopping the rot’ ' :
And bowling the deadly grenade :

But from Lord's and the Oval's pavilions

Many, many a onc do wc mourn;

And the glorious game

Will be never the same,

For the master of cricket has gone.

Oh again for the days of Doherty,

Roper Barrett and Ritchie and Gore,

With the shouts of the crowd

And the utterance loud

Of the Umpire announcing the score :

But from Wimbledon ( "Forty, owe thirty!")

The centre court glory has fled;

And no more shall we know _ »

Joys of long, long ago, . _ ’ R
For Anthony Wilding is dead. :

In an age of civilian leisure A .
What great resolutions we made
To recover our swing

And supremacy -wring

From Vardon and Taylor and Braid :

But from games that afforded us pleasure
We are driven to rifle and gun;

Never more to be seen

On the tec or the green '
Till we've finished the game of the Hun

-

. ~

" Reinforcing the image of the warrior-cricketer is James Norman Hall's splendid "The

Cricketers of Flanders", which encapsulates the very best elements of this jingoistic geme:

The first to climb the parapet
With "cricket balls" in either’ hand
The first to vanish in the smoke

st W .E .Berridge, Verses (London: Holburn, 1916), p.40.
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Of God-forsaken No Man's Land;
First at the wire and sooncst through,
~ First at those red-mouthed hounds of hell,
The Maxims, and the first to fall,
- They do their bit and do it well.

Full sixty vards 1've secn them throw

With all that nicety of aim

They learned on British cricket-ficlds.

“Ah, bombing is a Briton's gamec!

- Shell-hole 1o shell- holc trench.to lrcnch
"[.obbing them over"” with an cye

As true as though it were a game

And friends were having tea closc by.

[

His shrapnel helmet set atilt, ,

His bombing waistcoat sagging low, : ‘
His rifle slung across his back:
" Poised in the very act to throw.

And let some graven legend tell

Of those weird battles in the West

Wherein he put old skill to use,

And played old games with sterner zest.

Thus should he stand, reminding those
“In less-believing days, perchance,

How Britain's lighting cricketers

Helped bomb the Germans out of France.
And other eves than ours would see:
“And other hearts than ours would thrill;
And others say, as we have said:

YA sportsman and a soldi- . IT.?

From an examination of those works presented above, together with those reproduced

-earlier in this study, it is clear that the athletic poem, although not dominating by any means

the poetry of the war, was nevertheless a popular and comparatively common vchicle through .-

L . B .
which to express ‘and glorify the militaty potential of the sportsman-soldier during the Z'irst

World War. Though. these pocms have been segregated into ¢onveniem categories above, their

5* James Norman Hall, "The Cricketers of Flahders "in A Trcasﬁrv of War Poetry (New

York: Hodder & Staughton, 1917), ed. George Herber[ Clarke, pp.286-287. My Lhanks 10
Linda Veitch for makmg this material available to me.

N
N
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overall thematic concord is unmislakablc. Almost without exception they perpetuate and
propagatc the military clements inherent m the code of athleticism, often glorifyin{_z the y‘oung
sportsman's death in battle in a manner which is identical {o the tones of the scrmonbpreachcd )
in a pre-war Harrow school novel: "To dic»young', clean, ardent; to dic swiftly, in pc¢:

hcahh...to dic scaling heights...is that not a causc for joy rather than sorrow?"* The
proliferation of images of laughing-cyed boys flinging a c\bnlcmpluous jest to the foe as they
commit themselves to certain death is 106:§rcvalcnl to be merely coincidental. Such pocrris are
remarkable and prcviohsly undervalued and unexposed elements in “the enormous
communicalion process Lhal reinforced aﬁd sustained a palatable image -of violent and
iﬁdiscriminalory death amongst thc;nalion's youth. .

Of the poets themselves, little "'.at present can be added. Obviously, the poems of
Wilkinson, Rose-Troup, Sludd and Tynan link them in some manner with the public school
systcm.. Lhe;cby providing evidence of a direct diffusion of athleticism into the poctr; of the
war. This cxplanation cannot be advanced with any certainty for the rerqainder of the poems-
examined here, many of which by nature of thejr poortconstruction and limited vocabulary-
would suggest an author of a less-than-thorough education. Nor should it be deduced that all
public school athletc soldier -poets used images of games and facets of athleticism in their
writings. There are numerous excepuonsﬁ‘; this assumption, of whom Julian Grenfell, an ‘Otd
I-toman and highly reputed amatcur boxer whilst at the Front, and Charles Hamilton Sorley an '
ex-Marlborough pup1] who ran and played field hockey are two of the most prommem J ust
as this study has shown that athleticism was not the sole force actmg upon British society's
cq;Jating of spor_‘t with war during the period of 1914 - 1918, so ingould appea‘r th\a\a similar
explanbativo'n is required with respect to the motivating factors behind the athletic war. poetry.
Lacking tr;e necessary resources to adequately research the biqgraphies of these poets, and
having no point of secondary reference in this innovative field, this study of the athletic poetry
of the Great War must conclude with a call for a fuller investigation of a genre whiclh..appears

$3.H.A.Vachell, The Hill (1905), quoted in Slmon p.111. Vachell was later to loose hlS own
son, killed whilst serving wnh the R.F.C. in 1915. .



1o promisc rich findings for the social historian of sport.



Chapter VII1

/

_ POSTSCRIPT: ARMISTICE AND AFTERMATH

The First World War was officially concluded at 5:00 a.m. on 11- November 1918 when
German delegates put their signatures to an armistice at the :ai]wéy station of Rethondes in the
Forest of Compiegne.! The 'war to end wars' was over, but at an awful cost. In Figurcs.
considering only the known dead per capita of population, one person in every twenty-cight in.
France, onc in thirty-two in Gcrmaﬁy and one in fifty-scycn in England had been killed during
the course of the war. Millions more bore the physical and mental scars of battle Lhroughoup

’ - ‘ |
II‘luropc anq beyond. .

As the onus of lhé aftermath shifted slowly from the troo;;s to the statesmen and>
- politicians, .one E]wqod S.Brown, a former Y.M.C.A. official who had been stationed with'thc
American troops in Fra.ncc\*"'m the official capacity of 'Director of Athletics' worked furiously
Lo b‘riné his vision of a "military Olympics” to fruition. Thus it was that between 22 June and
' 6 July 1919 that the Imcr-Alh’ed Games were held in a purpose-built stadium on the outskirts
of -Paris, named in honour of American General John J.Pershing. Playing to crowds which
Lotal‘lcd almost hall a milﬁ‘&n,,thc games afforded 1,500 athletes from eighteen of the victo_rious.
nations compcuuon in some twem) four sports. German'y and ‘hcr defeated assoéiates were
excluded from the games which were clearlv a celebrauon of allied unity and victory.? In
another sense, this sporting festival in the wake of war can be seen 10 havevsomething in’
common with the ancient funeral games for Patroctus, Pelias and countless other Greek soldier
heroes, whi_chy;’j sought to commémorate the -f allen in ;erms of the earthly ’athletic
accompilshments ¢i those ~ho survwed the battle.’ In either case, the -event was perhaps a
fitting epltapht -~ -onship of sport, games and the FII_SI World War.
 Woodward, ;'5.‘4;}, N |

! Baker, pp.209-210.
3 Rachel Sargem Robmson Sourcesi.. wiv of Greek Athletics (Privately printed,

1955), ppl -29.

. - BBV
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Secondary rescarch on l'hc role of spofl in Brigish soctety for this period is almost
u‘ni.vcrsal in its agreement that the conclusion of lhc'war significd the end to a widespread
aCCCplal‘l(_‘C. of 1i1c military epithets ‘of athleticism. Vance claims, "There were none to replace
the 'lost generation” - the nﬁnly cricketers and rugby playvers who died in thc"'lrcnchcs",‘ while
Gathornc-Hardy concludes. "There is a sense, because of the blithe, almost carefree hcroi-sm
with which they [the public schoolbovs] went to such tcrrib]c slaughter, in which the battle of
the Somme was 1ost on the playving {iclds 0[‘ Sherborne”.* The shortcomings of both statements
can quickly be revealed. Although p‘ubliC school casuéltics were undoubtedly high - 1,15() out
of 5,600 Old Etonians who scrved in the war were killcd, for instance - the argument that the
nation's potential sportsmen had been decimated is fa_llacious." H.W.Garrod's pocms give a
better pérspcctivc on the 'lost generation’ q'ucstion. The poct, a professor at Oxford
University. reveals that there were no ‘shortages of young men to fill the places left by those
who dicd during‘ the war, but that the dead are Lp(.) greatly missed and fondly remembered to

allow the pcvf/comcrs access to their hal}owcd haunts :

"Intruders 1"

»

‘One day, I knew, it had 1o be :

Sooner or later I must sce

Another race of men invade \
Rooms which the men I knew had made,
‘With books, with pictures on the wall,
With pipes and caps, with bat or ball,
Obscurely individual.

1 hate your steps upon the stair,

Your vacant voices on the air.

Who asked you to come back at all,

Or why should bavonet and ball

Be kind to skins like yours, -and then

Put out the lives ol better men?

I hate the chatter overhead,

And your jests which fall like lead

Where only golden things were said

¢ Norman Vance, "The Ideal of Manliness”, in Simon and ‘Bradley, p.128. -
$ Gathorne-Hardy, p.200. . "

¢ Martin Green, Children of the Sun (New York: Basic Books, 1976), p.42.
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By the men that are dead, the men that are dead.
"Intruders 11"

We have accepted you, no doubt ;

The Porter lets you in and out :

Himsclf the senior tutor blames

When he muddles up your names.
Alrcady you have started games :

Harris allows you on the barge,

And takes your shorts and socks in charge,
And King, or clsc the ghost of King,
Damns your soi-distant footballing.

O, you'll not make, however keen,
The-athletes men that are dead have been,
Nor e€ver win by taking thought

The motions thaf are born, not taught.
Not all your pains by field or river,

Your soreness or your sweat, shall ever
Give you bodies half as fair

As the broken bodies are,

The broken bodics glorified,

Of them that died, of them that died’’

Galhdrne-Hérdy's conclusion is an exemplary sa'crifice 6f accuracy for the sake of glib
phrascology. As has been shbwn,' there w‘crc'fa‘ctors' other than athleticism impinging on the
rclationship of sport and war during the First World War, and of the two recorded instances of
trodps going into attack dribbling a football at the Somme, neither has been proved to have any
rclationsﬁip whatsoever with the prod11c1§ of the public school systém. Clearly, any post-war
prognosis rega‘_rdxing. Lhé fate of athleficism must be more carefully cvalﬁated. -

_}Ivhivack a-d Mangan both treat the subject of the fate of public.school athleticis . ™ .
c;utiously and draw their conclusions from primary evidence from the post-bellum period.
‘ M'écl; provides a thorough account of the public s;hoql‘resﬁonse to peace' in his ghapr,m "The
Postwar Revélt",@_n which he shows that the Armistice proved a remarkable stimulus to"public

school novelists, who strove to decry, expose, endorse and/or glorify the educational system

that had contributed so many of its spawn to the Thational war effort.? Marfgan’ concurs that the

"H.W.Garrod, Worms and Epitaphs (Oxford: Blackwell, 1919), p.20.
' Mack, chapter ten, pp.323-363. -




146

Great War was indeed something of a divide 51-1 social, educational, political and cconomic
terms and i‘lluslmlcs the responses of \’erin‘l.\ lcading figures from the six schools under his .
atiention to the changing role of games and athleticism in the advancing vears of the twenticth
century.” One dnrcu conlemporary statement. however, comes from a.‘rcvicw of Captain
Webster's book, "Success in Athletics and How 10 Oblain‘ It", in which ihc reviewer dublcs this
passage {rom the last chapter: "...it is-felt that 1 new epoch of athicticism inv Great Britain is
about 1o commence -.hlhat an entirely new breed of athletes wil‘l, arise or b; recruited from the
ranks of those who through four and-a half' years of war hav’c learned the true meaning of
disciplinc and the 1mporlancc of close aucnuon to the least little detail of instruction™.' The
reviewer comments, "Now we all feel somcthing good musl come after all this surfcrmg and
slaughter : the Briton has'proved Lhal he is possessed of true greatness; how can this greatness
be turned to full account?” and conlinués to suggest that lhc.idcal for which all should strive is
that of the Greeks - "the a-ll-round man', madc up of mind, character and muscle, all developed
to the utmost extent”. -How far this ambition was to bc.‘realisgd fémains to b¢ answ.crc.d by
another,

‘Within the bounds established by this study, however, certain bbsérvatioﬁs éan be made
in respohsc l.o the original hypotheses and questions posed. lis original intention was 10
broaden thé%asc of the inquiry into the. nature of the Brilish p‘cvrccplion of sport and war,
moving away from the public schools themselves and investigating the matrix of.lilcralurc: Lh‘gt
surrounded not only upper class rcsbonse ftb the First World War, but that which related l\o

|

popular cducation and the.armed forces as well.‘ Through an investigation of these Lhrcé\
spheres, it has been shown that sporL team games and physical trammg becamc increasingly \
correlated with the lmage and reality of the nation at war between ]914 and 1918. Orlgmally
in the nineteenth century, this interrelationship was justified on two separate coums which
owed their divis;ion largely to the cléss s.lruclurc in sm:iety - lhc)uppcr classes", whose education
was increasing]y under 1hc~influence.o.r athleticism, were believed 1o have -their qualities of

’ Mangan, Athleticism in lhe Victorian and Edwardian Pubhc School, PP 207- 219
1® Review, London Mercury, December 1919.




147

military leadership honed on the ganics ficlds of the public schools; the lower classes, who
provigicdrthc rank and filc of the British army, were gradually assigned physical training and

drill.bolh within the forees and via state education in order 10 make them fit enough to fulfill
their social obligations. This cssc‘niiallvy‘uLililarian use of sport in thc'mcchanics ol British
socicll,v was 10 alter slowly over the last half of the nineteenth century, eventually reaching a
situation prior to. World War | where the original athletic clements of advantage traditionally-
accorded the bublic school warriors through tcam games were being assigned to officer and
private alike. )

Several reasons for this dissemination of such military virtue via sport have bcén
identified. Undoubtedly, the cxpanding education system was one vehicle by which the m_ilitary
assumptions regarding the value of sport were inculcated to a wider audience. There were,
however, factors other than this diffusion of athleticism which played a part in placing sport
firmly in the.war consciousness of the British pcoplc/. The expansion of popular sport allowed
access Lo the moral :md‘ph'ysical benefits of hardy exercise for a wide section of the popplation,
which in turn did much to strengthen the popular stereotype of the athletic Englishman. By
the Lfmg of the First World War, working class sport was an cnormously popular tonic for
~ participants aad spcclalors alike. This allowéd the British national character to be conveniently
portraycd in sporting terms, permitting a blanket of athlctlc unity to be thro\wn across the
nation. The manipulation 01" this manufactured image and its role in the propaganda process'
during the war has been related within the study to the pseudo-scien;iﬁc influence of strains of
social Darwinism. Finally, it is clear that twentieth century military tﬁeory hcld'that mod;:rn
wars were to be won not witﬁ ‘new technology, but with fit, strong and disciplined troops,
physically capable of carrying an enemy position whilst sustaining loss§ as they crossed tae'
open fire zone. In order to develop the @alities“nccessary to accomplish such aa arduous task.,
team games for both officers and th_eir men were increasingly recommended by the army pqlicy

1

makers.
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The factors discuss.cd above were those which combined to make sport and war
prominent in the British literature during the First World War., The major contribution of this
study has been to displayv the underplaved, ovcrlochd or simply unrecognised manifestations of
sport and war during these long, bitter and costly years. In a number of arcas it has sought to
examine and analysc. the use -and abuse of the ideological strands asserting the rclationship
between British sport and modern warfare, and ‘has illustrated how sporting rationale and .
imagery were used to sustain, develop and cclebrate these ideological affinitics even in the face
of the disastrous nature of thc~ war on the Western Front. 1t has shown that the acceplability
ol sport's role in British involvement in war was not confincd to the clite circlds of the public
schools and their proteges, but was a commonly held maxim that commanded considerable
attention {rom the wide range of written matcrial available to the British rcader. In the course
of illu-stralir‘lg the extent-of this permeation, attention was drawn to several instances in which
sport was being artificiafl_v maintained in the forefront of the public eve during the war, and by
w'hich the progfess and awful reality of thc con‘rlict were artificially enhanced b'y'co:nlinual
reference to the sporting nature of lhé_:.fighting.

o An cxamination of thc early months of the war rcvcalcq, \for-'instancfc; that the role of
sport was a far from predictable ald to recruiting, but ralhcr was the ccmrc of an acrimonious
" dispute in which smouldering. class-oriented snobbcrv f]ung accusations of cowardice and
di‘slo'yally againsl those- who watched and p'laycd professional socc;r.v In the mids{ of this
"conifoversy, military authoritiés had to 'd-ca] with friendly games of soccer which were pla'_vcd‘
between the German and’ Engllsh troops at the Front on Chrlstmas Day - once again, ‘a quite
uncxpected sporting apparmon in war. Meanwhile, in Lhe literature of the war, the image of
the athletic 'Tommy ' laughing his way contemptuously to v1ctory over the servile and generally
sub-human Hun was 'probagatcd and sustained in both the nation;l' press and the previously
undefcctéd athletic poetry of Lhé_ war, both of which played their own p;m in ‘Lhc eleva@ing of-

British sportsmanship to the status of a rational weapon during the war. The targets of this

attack were, however, the British population themselves, and atiention has been given to the
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propagandist purposc Echind such techniques. The imag‘e of the sporting soldier did not go
entirely unchal]cn'ged - The War Illustrated published one story in which an excellent footballer
could. not keep his nerve. in the trenches,!! and a public schoolmaster commented in The Times
Educational Supplement that the most couragcous deeds of which he had hecard were performed
not by the athletes of his school, but Hby "rather quict, retiring i)oys who attracted littie notice
when they weére hCrc"”} - but such references were rare indced, and the oycrwhelﬁing
impression of the wartime i%rilish athlete-soldier is positive and celebratory.

The intention throughout has been to portray L‘he rclalionshib betwecnb war and sport as
depicied by British literature ‘during ih_c years of the Grecat War. So far as is possible, the
evidence conéuvltcd ‘has been allowed to present its own case lo the reader, with authorial
imcrvcmion supplying only analysis in an atlempt o show "wie es eigentlich gewesen ;‘st"'.”
. Though accuracy and caution have bec'n two constant watchwords,in the rescarch, it is perhaps
fitting and c‘lefcr'emi'al to those who expericnced and survived those most turbulent times to

allow one of them to conclude this study: -

‘Historians will long grow old and lcan

In writing commentaries on the war,

Huge tomes of learning and of battle lore,

What was, what well might, and what should have been;
Poets will make fine phrases of Messines,

Boys whisper tales of Ypres while old folk snore,

Artists will paint the hell they never saw

And dons explain what wars do verily mean.

"

But no scribe's wit, no spirit's imagining,.
Can truly feel the things that we have felt,
Or deal the blows that stoutly we have dealt,
Or weep our tears, or laugh with us, or sing
Qur battle songs, or kneel as we have knelt
With the high hope that’ makes each man a king.**
1117 February 1917, p.15.
12 no.115, 28 June 1917, p.247.
13 Ranke's task for the historian - to find out how it actually was - is cited in Barbara
Tuchman, Praclicing History-(New York, Ballentine Books, 1982), p.18.
1 Lieut. Lionel R.Abel Smith, "Reflexion", The English Review, vol.27 (September 1918),

p.166.
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