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HUNGER BTAINE (VOV 3020)

Saskatoon - Point of View

"Tomorrow we take action": How Sask.
inmates rallied for safer conditions
during the pandemic

The health of my people was at risk, writes Cory Cardinal

Cory Cardinal - For CBC Opinion -

A group of distraught inmates looked at me, their faces full of
confusion. What do we do now?

Thirty inmates sat in front of the CTV News at 6, watching helplessly
as the rising COVID-19 infections dominated their concerns. The
absolute and dismissive replies from the staff only made the
scenario worse.

i’&sitlve virus test result

| began calling meetings with the inmates of my unit, slowly unifying
them toward a common purpose. | reached out to Sherri Maier of
Beyond Prison Walls and dictated two letters over the phone, sent
through email to Christine Tell, the minister of corrections and
policing. No response to either.
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A week later, on Nov. 17, an outbreak was declared. Prison-wide
testing ensued. Around me inmates were bedridden. The tests came
back and multiple inmates were declared COVID-19 positive. There
was a feeling of despair, anger and depression. With no safe place to
go, inmates spent more and more time in their bunks.
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My many attempts, through complaints, to get more information for
inmates was met with ignorance. | had to take things to the next
level. The health of my people was at risk.
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The inmates gathered round in a circle, waiting expectantly for me to
approach. As | stepped to my place among my brothers and fellow
inmates, a show of true unification was symbolized. We were all
working together to try to protect each other. Everyone had their
own reasons, their own stories. We came to a common conclusion:
the system has once again failed us.

We concluded and closed our circle with handshakes and hugs. We
had reached a consensus — tomorrow we take action to protect
each other. We hunger strike.
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A letter from the
organizer of the Sask.
prisoners’ hunger
Strike  roums oo chutecuing ons 2

Within this architecture of oppression, we are a vibrant community of strong,
intelligent brothers who eat together, wrestle and play together, and protect each
other from a system that has exploited us. This system is rooted in a dominant
mainstream society voter-base that has, over 154 years, cultivated prejudiced values
to elect a biased government that has reduced us to surviving on watered-down
peanut butter sandwiches.

The current events surrounding the COVID-19 outbreak in provincial prisons is an
example of the failure to protect vulnerable people in their care, an example of a
154-year-old tradition of ignoring the needs of a vulnerable people in their power to
protect, which must not go unrecognized. This cycle of systemic oppression must
be broken and must be recognized for what it is: a modern-day act of genocide
meant to eradicate a vulnerable people.

We humbly appeal to the intelligent, educated minds that are more suitable and
equipped in logic and law to employ and unite in conversations an inquiry into the
epidemic of incarcerations, overuse of remand, over-incarceration of Aboriginals,
and prevalent structures of colonialism, to mount a defense against the systemic
oppression that has tortured our dignity and lives. Please include us in your model
of humanity.

On behalf of a generation of young lost Aboriginal warriors,
Cory Charles Cardinal
Advocate with the inmates

Advocates are planning a day of action in solidarity with striking prisoners on January 6,
2021. Sign an open letter in solidarity with prisoners at the Saskatchewan correctional
centres. Join the Facebook event to see a list of actions you can take wherever you are, to
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Open Letter in Solidarity with -
Prisoners at Saskatchewan Jails

§¥B SMAAC
% Jan 4, 2021 « 28 min read

We are a collective of community members, prisoner
advocates, and penal abolitionists who stand in solidarity

with prisoners at the Saskatoon Correctional Centre (SCC),
Prince Albert Correctional Centre (PACC), Pine Grove

Correctional Centre (PGCC), and Regina Correctional Centre
(RCC). On January 4, 2020, incarcerated people across
Saskatchewan united in a peaceful protest and hunger strike

to call for an official apology and the resignation of the SK

Minister of Corrections, Public Safety, and Policing,

If é-nyone has any messages of support and solidarity for the people sticking on the inside post
them here. '
They would love to know that there are people who care and are with them right now.

We can get the messages to them @@ We will share them anonymously.

This is am action that would mean a lot to them.
Thank you!

e

The open letter in support of SK prisoners has approx. 1425 signatures--wow. The goal for
tomorrow is 1500. Almost there! Share the link if you can

In a recent interview, strike organizer Cory Cardinal said, “There’s no words right now that | could
possibly muster to express my gratitude for people out there that are supporting me and all the
inmates in here.... Segregation is a place you go to get muffled, but reading everything in the

paper, it gives me strength, it keeps me going, knowing that everybody out there is united in a
common purpose.”

One last push before the open letter in support of Sask prisoners is delivered to the SK govt on
Friday. We're at 1600 signatories (incl. close to 40 orgs). Wow! Maybe we can crack 1750 in the
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JARUARY 2021 S
13
Elizabeth Fry Acting Director warns of
“frightening” situation at Pine Grove
Al0 SATURDAY. JANUARY 2& 2021 SASKAIO_ON STARPHOENIX ] !
Woman on hunger strike
over jail conditions getting
weaker, mother says
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March 4, 2021

| would like to thank the many generous contributors and supporters of the
Inmates for Humane Conditions inmate support fund, as the prisoners of Pine
Grove in solidarity with myself finish our memorial 10 day hunger strike

%

Inmates for Humane Conditions created the inmate support fund as a long term
fund that would support the common inmate for such thing as phone packages to
keep in touch with supports, vitamins and food for pregnant inmates, and most
importantly a contingency transportation funds so that inmates have the
resources to find a safe place after release.

As we are codependent on funds, we encourage our supporters to keep donating
and contributing to out inmate support fund as we are in the works in trying to
raise enough money to buy s vehicle, so we can be in better desperate need of
ransportation to pick up inmates so they dont freeze to death.

Sincerely,

Cory Cardinal
Prisoner Advocate
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