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➔ Kucirkova (2014, 2016)

Overview: First wave of research; 
second wave & into the future

Place technology and traditional 
resources in complementary 
relation.

It’s the pedagogy that makes the 
difference.  Not the iPad itself.



Context



print holds meaning

symbols read directionally

letters represent sounds 

(Teale & Sulzby, 1986)

Image used under CC0  from 
http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com/Read-Education-Learn-Abc-
Alphabet-Letter-1219546



“...literacy and literacy 
learning are fundamentally 
social processes”

(Teale, 1986, p. 174)
Image used under CC0  from 
http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com/Read-Education-Learn-Abc-
Alphabet-Letter-1219546



“...young children are ‘social beings, and much of 

their cognitive development emerges in a social 

context.’”

(Given et al., 2016, p. 349)



Kermit and tablet photo by Alexas_Fotos, used under CC0 from pixabay at 

https://pixabay.com/en/kermit-frog-tablet-computer-figure-1704928/ (Merchant, 2015, p. 3) 

“Early childhood is infused 
with technology.…”

https://pixabay.com/en/kermit-frog-tablet-computer-figure-1704928/


Literacy “extends beyond the 
acquisition of reading and writing skills 

and entails the ability to use these 
skills in a SOCIALLY APPROPRIATE 
context.  Literacy is also evolving to 
include the skills required to function 

in a technological society.”
(Kervin, 2016, p. 66)



Beschorner & Hutchison (2013)

➔ Emergent writing using digital technology

◆ Functions of writing 



“supports given to children by 

others in order to help them 

make connections that lead to 

understanding” 

(Wood et al., cited in Neumann & Neumann, 2015, p. 4)

scaffolding



“Children would often want 
to watch how their peers 
were using the tool and 
offer suggestions and ideas” 

(Beschorner & Hutchison, 2013, p.23)



“Adults and children compete 

to hold and operate the iPads.” 

Photo by HolgersFotografie, used under CC0 from pixabay 
https://pixabay.com/en/hand-finger-toys-tablet-pink-282525/ (Merchant, 2015,  p.11)

https://pixabay.com/en/hand-finger-toys-tablet-pink-282525/


“... power relations and 
uneven distribution of capital 
are instantiated in everyday 
encounters.”

Photo by HolgersFotografie, used under CC0 from pixabay 
https://pixabay.com/en/hand-finger-toys-tablet-pink-282525/ (Merchant, 2015,  p.11)

https://pixabay.com/en/hand-finger-toys-tablet-pink-282525/


Content



App:

Pocket Pond

App: Dr. Panda Bus Driver

App: Duck Duck Moose Reading

Images retrieved from https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dr-panda-bus-

driver/id741224931?mt=8, https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/duck-duck-moose-

reading/id573696065?mt=8

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dr-panda-bus-driver/id741224931?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/duck-duck-moose-reading/id573696065?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dr-panda-bus-driver/id741224931?mt=8


App:

Pocket Pond

“While we know the importance of play in the early years, we 

need to ask, why is it then that WHEN IT COMES TO USING 

TECHNOLOGY (such as apps on an iPad) to support literacy 

learning that we move into drill and practise type experiences?”

(Kervin, 2016, p. 65)



constructivist ways of 

learning
“involve the child as 

an active participant in the 

learning process; through EXPLORATION

and DISCOVERY, the child is able to arrive

at understanding” (Grassian & Kaplowitz, 2001)



App:

Pocket Pond

Free playTight spaces

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/vocabularyspellingcity/id538407602?mt=8


App:

Pocket Pond

“An educational literacy app should develop more than tight 

framings and isolated skills. It should develop children’s print literacy, 

moving them toward avid reading, writing craft, and deep 

engagement with informational and literary texts within the 

communities of readers and writers…” 

(Roswell & Wohlwend, 2016, p. 203-204)



Connections



“Young children 
increasingly merge online 
and offline play as they 
take their digitally 
informed experience into 
their reality.”

(Kervin, 2016, p. 69)App:

Pocket Pond

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdrT7zK0aLc


➔ Research

➔ Resources 



Research gap

tablets for 
literacy activities 
at preschool
Beschorner & Hutchison 
(2013)
Kucirkova (2014)
Dezuanni et al. (2015)



Research gap technology at 
home 
Given et al. (2016)
Aram & Bar-Am (2016)

tablets for 
literacy activities 
at preschool
Beschorner & Hutchison 
(2013)
Kucirkova (2014)
Dezuanni et al. (2015)



Research gap technology at 
home 
Given et al. (2016)
Aram & Bar-Am (2016)

tablets for 
literacy activities 
at preschool
Beschorner & Hutchison 
(2013)
Kucirkova (2014)
Dezuanni et al. (2015)

tablets for 
literacy activities 
at home 
...scant.

Neumann & Neumann
(2015) 



tablets for 
literacy activities 
at home 

“Growth in writing and reading comes from within 
the child and as the result of 
environmental stimulation.”  It “results from

writing and reading 
in the everyday 
contexts of

HOME and COMMUNITY.”
(Teale & Sulzby, 1986, p. xx)



educational apps … collaboratively 
produced, researched, and implemented

(Kucirkova, 2016, p. 1)

(Kucirkova 2016, p. 7)

practitioner designer

researcher

app

iPRD trio



Media mentor What is a media mentor?

From ALSC (Association for Library 

Services to Children) blog

Becoming a media mentor

From American Libraries magazine 

Media mentors - panel presentation

From Amy Koester’s blog

Media Mentorship: An Introduction
YouTube video by Amy Koester

Video: Koester, A. (2015, August 11). Media Mentorship: An Introduction.
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSxdxYIWi1Q

http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2016/09/what-is-a-media-mentor/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/11/01/becoming-media-mentor/
https://amyeileenk.wordpress.com/2017/08/30/media-mentors-a-new-approach-to-tech-in-early-childhood/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tSxdxYIWi1Q


Rubrics

Evaluating Apps 

and New Media for 

Young Children: 

A Rubric
Haynes, C. (2016).  Evaluating Apps and New Media for 

Young Children: A Rubric. Available from Never Shushed 

Blog: https://nevershushed.com/media-mentor-resources/

https://www.google.ca/amp/s/nevershushed.com/2015/01/05/evaluating-apps-and-new-media-for-young-children-a-rubric/amp/


Rowsell, J., & Wohlwend, K. 

(2016). Free play or tight spaces? Mapping participatory 

literacies in apps. The Reading Teacher, 70(2), 197-205.
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