\240 |

- TRACKING THE TRENDS

IN EDMONTON .
1990 Edition & Special feature on Families with Children




B TN VIS S WY A P TR SN ' . L e P P T oo}

R R T b d

o e



Tracking the Trends

Future Directions for Human Services
in Edmonton

Second Edition
Special Feature - Families with Children

Prepared by:
Community Trends Working Group
Alberta Family and Social Services
Alberta Health - Mental Health Division
Edmonton Board of Health
Edmonton Community and Family Services
Edmonton Social Planning Council
United Way of Edmonton and Area
June 1980



First Edition:
Tracking the Trends

Future Directions for Human Services in Edmonton
Special Feature on Youth and Seniors September 1989

For information on the First Edition, please contact:
Edmonton Social Planning Council
#41, 9912-106 Street
Edmonton, Alberta
T5K 1C3

Telephone: (403) 423-2031
Fax: (403) 425-6244

Photocopying of materials from Tracking the Trends for personal use
is encouraged, provided that the source is acknowledged.



Preface

Tracking the Trends: Future Directions for Human Services in Edmonton is the product
of the hard work and shared concern of some of the major funders and providers of human
services in the Edmonton area. The impetus for this study is the conviction that in times of fiscal
restraint, it is crucial that government departments and community agencies monitor the
significant trends likely to influence the need for human services in the coming decade.

This is the second edition of Tracking the Trends, which we hope will be as widely distributed
and as useful as the first edition. We are particularly pleased that this collective community
effort has proven to be so beneficial. While Tracking the Trends cannot be expected to provide
immediate answers, it is obviously a valuable aid in the ongoing planning of new programs and
policy initiatives.

Once again community members have played a very valuable role in providing their insight and
experience through a series of focus group meetings arranged by our Working Group. We are
therefore very grateful to the people whose expertise is reflected in the special section on trends
and service implications for families with children. We look forward to maintaining this
excellent example of community participation as we continue to gain a better understanding of
the important trends that will influence the development of human services in Edmonton and its
surrounding communities.

Mr. Dennis Bell Mr. John Lackey

Regional Director General Mana/ger

Alberta Family and Social Services Ed t(Tn mmunity and Family Services
! i

.‘\Zr/ | ’ —
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r. Bernie Krewski Mr. Peter Faid
Director, Edmonton Region Executive Director
Alberta Mental Health Services Edmonton Social Planning Council

r. James Howell Mr. Hillel Boroditsky
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Introduction

Why track the trends?

Timely information on major social and economic trends affecting Edmonton is important to
Edmonton's human service agencies and their funders. Information on trends helps us gain a
better understanding of present social conditions and how they may have changed. Perhaps
more importantly, statistical trends can help us anticipate changing needs for human services.
While there's no lack of useful statistics, the challenge has been to select the most relevant
information and then relate it to one another in a meaningful way.

Tracking the Trends therefore provides insight into some of the major social and economic
trends likely to influence human services in Edmonton — now and in the near future. As well
this 1990 edition focuses on trends that will affect services for Edmonton's families with children.

How was it done?

In preparing this second edition of Tracking the Trends a Community Trends Working
Group, including representatives from each of the major organizations involved, first reviewed
the statistical material presented in the first edition. Where it was possible, updated
information was then added to the relevant section or graph. As well, the Working Group
responded to suggestions that were offered concerning additional information that might be
included in the future editions. Consequently revisions have been made to some of the major
sections. Also in response to a number of requests, the Working Group decided to include
additional comparative information on the urban areas that surround Edmonton. All of this
important material is presented in Part I, "Major Social & Economic Trends."

Part II of the publication, "Trends and Service Implications for Families with Children,"
provides statistical and trend information relevant to families with children. There are nearly
100,000 such families in Edmonton. These families include over 180,000 children. Many
families are managing well in the current social and economic environment. For some families,
however, this environment threatens their ability to function. Part II of the publication focuses
on families in the latter group who may need to call upon services in the community for support
or assistance.

In order to understand more about the human service needs of families with children, seventy
'key informants' participated in a two-phased process. First, they were invited to complete a
questionnaire that asked them to identify the major trends and the likely service implications for
families with children. Second, the 'key informants’ had an opportunity to participate in a focus
group where the various trends were ranked and the service implications discussed. The names
of those who participated in this important process are listed at the conclusion of the report.

Community Trends Working Group
June 1990






Part I

Major Social and Economic Trends
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Population

In April 1989, the Edmonton population was 583,872. It is projected to increase by 8% to
630,600 by 1994. In particular, the number of middle-aged adults (35-49 years of age) and school
age children (5-14) is projected to increase substantially over the next five years.

( Edmonton's Changing Population
(1989 and 1994)
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*» Aging of the Population

In 1989, 8.9% of the population (or 52,020 people) was 65 years of age or older. It is
anticipated that by the year 1994, these figures will increase to 10.0% or 62,800 people.
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Aging of the population has occurred slowly since the turn of the century due mostly to the
decline in the number of children being born. This trend will be somewhat accelerated as the
baby boom generation enters its sixties and seventies. While concern has been expressed
about meeting the cost of health and social care for an aging population, it is interesting to
note that the oldest countries (in terms of population aging) have the highest standard of
living, the best medical care, the most industrial development, and have experienced no more
serious recessions, national debt loads or social crises than those with a younger population.?
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¢ Multicultural Nature of the Population

As of 1986, one in five residents of Edmonton (over 120,000 people) was born outside of
Canada. While annual immigration levels declined from 1981 to 1985, they have since steadily
increased. In 1989 over 7,200 new immigrants arrived in Edmonton.

Immigrants to Edmonton

(1981 - 1989)

\

1681 1982 1083

1984 1986 1986

\Soun:e: Alberta Career Development and Employment, Immigration and Settlement. j

1987 1988 1888

Immigrants from many countries have made Edmonton their home. Census data from
1986 indicate that Edmonton is the second most ethnically diverse city in Canada after
Winnipeg.2 In the first half of this century, immigration was largely from European countries.
Since the late sixties, the range of countries of origin has expanded greatly and presently

includes southeast Asian and Latin American countries.

Other
Spanish
Hungarian
Jewish

Black
Vietnamese
Portuguese
Filipino
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The map below shows the distribution of the immigrant population based on their period of
immigration. In general, the majority of newer immigrants have located in suburban
communities with the exception of those who have settled in neighbourhoods directly north
and east of the downtown core.

4 D
Concentration of Immigrants by Period of Arrival
Edmonton (1986)
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\ Source: Community and Family Services and Statistice Canada, Catalogue 95-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Pari 2). )
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Edmonton has a substantially higher proportion of immigrants to its total population than
surrounding communities. It appears that immigrants tend to locate in larger urban centres
where community resources and cultural support systems are already available.

4 )
Percent of Immigrants to Total Population
Selected Urban Centres (1986)

- 14.3%
:
D
-9
Edmonton Fort. 8t Albert  Strathcona Laduc Spruce Grove Stony Plain :
Baskatehewin County
\Snurce: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 96-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Pact 2). j
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Economy

Edmonton's economy is highly dependent on the oil and gas industry. World oil prices, the
United States economy, the Federal Goods and Services Tax (GST), interest rates, and inflation
will likely combine to have the most influence on the Alberta economy in the near future. The
City's Forecast Committee? predicts a 1% to 2% increase per year in the price of West Texas
Intermediate crude over the next five years after allowing for inflation. Other forecasts include:

* Inflation is expected to increase from 4.5% in 1989 to 6.5% in 1991 as a result of
the GST and then decline to 5.0% yearly from 1993 to 1995; and

* It is anticipated that housing starts will nearly double to 5,500 units by 1995.

Improvements in the local economy, positive net migration, and low apartment vacancy rates
are expected to increase demand for housing in the Edmonton region.

/

Edmonton Housing Starts (1989 - 1995) )

3000 [Jeeeee-ooeeen
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2000 |

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
kSource: City of Edmonten Forecast Committee, May 1990. )

Although Edmontonians' general rating of financial well-being declined throughout the majority
of the 1980s, this trend appears to have been reversed in 1989. In addition, the gap between
hope and reality appears to be shrinking.

r a

Percentage of Edmontonians Feeling Financially Better Off
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Questionm

1. Would yout may that you {end yaur fazmily} sre better off, or warse off, or just the same financialiy than you were a year aga?
2. Now looking ahead « do you think that you {and yeur family) will be beiter off, or worse of, or just about the pame sa now?

\_ Source: University of ATheria, Populatien Research Laboratory, Edmonton Area Survey (1978-1989), )
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Employment

A community's well-being depends greatly on its level of employment. Employment
influences spending patterns, social roles, status, and self-esteem. Alternatively, unemployment
has tremendous bearing on the occurrence of social problems such as poverty, family problems,
poor physical and mental health, and substance abuse.

The following five figures illustrate several important trends concerning employment in
Edmonton.

7

Employment by Selected Occupation and Sex with Average Salaries

£
Transport Operating | $28,302% Fomalcs $18,611*
Construetion/Trades | $29,589 924,208
Machining | $28,477 $16,570
Processing | $30,482 $19.594
Service |$25,192 414,269
Sales |$20.568 $17.862
Clerical |4$28,154 e $19,080
Technical/Bocial | $40,737 e 2 $26,351
Medicine/Health | $61,917 ke $26,442
Teaching | $38,220 i $30,638
Managerial/Administration | $43,874 S $26,136

60000 40000 20000 0 20000 40000 60000
Persons
* Average salery figure for full-lime emptoyment for one year for workers in Alberta in 1985,
Soures: Statistics Canada, Employment Income by Occupation, Catalague No. 83.116
\ Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 85-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 2). /

Unemployment rates continue to decline from the peak highs of the mid-1980s.
According to the City's Forecast Committee,* unemployment rates are expected to slowly
decrease to approximately 6.0% by 1995.

4 Edmonton's Average Annual Unemployment Rate (1880 - 1989) N

15

14.1%
t
;
-9
0 4 $ + + ¥ + + +
1980 1981 1982 1883 1984 1986 1986 1887 1988 1989
\ Source: Statistics Canada, The Labour Force, Catalogue No. T1-001. /
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Unemployment rates for males have been consistently higher than for females
throughout the majority of the 1980s. Although this gap persists in the younger age
groups (15-24 years), the trend has now been reversed for those over 25, with women
experiencing more unemployment than men.

-

Percent

\
Edmonton's Unemployment Rates by Age and Sex
(1989)
25
20 Male Female
15 13.6%
Age Group
\ Source: Statistics Canada, The Labour Force, Catalogue No, 71-001. /

The following figure shows unemployment rates for selected industries in the Edmonton area.
In general, the oil and gas and construction industries have experienced the highest rates of

unemployment,

-

Edmonton Area Unemployment Rates by Selected Industries
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~
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Qaurce: Alberta Bureau of Statistica - Alberta Statistical Review.
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In 1986, Edmonton and Stony Plain had significantly higher unemployment rates than
other surrounding communities. In general, these rates may be traced to differences in the
populations. As Alberta's largest northern city, Edmonton attracts a substantial number of
persons looking for work.

4 )

Unemployment Rates - Selected Urban Areas
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Edmenton Fort Bt Albert  Birathcona Ledue Bpruce Orove Stony Plain
Saskatchewan Ceounty
\Source: Statistice Canada, Catalogue 85-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 2). J
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Income

The following figures illustrate that wage increases during the majority of the 1980s did
not keep pace with increases in the various components of the Consumer Price Index. Although
the average weekly earnings of Edmontonians increased by over $100 from 1981 to 1989, buying

power declined every year during this period except in 1989.

Buying Power in Edmonton (1981 - 1989)
Average Weekly Earnings in 1981 Dollars

(

\

300 |

200 1

1981 Constant Doilars

100 |

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

\ Source: Alberta Bureau of Statistica

1989

J

In Edmonton, during the 1980s, the cost of food had the highest rate of increase followed by
clothing and shelter. These increases had the greatest impact on individuals living below the
poverty line and those on fixed incomes who spend a higher proportion of their income on these

three basic necessities.

\

4 Consumer Price Index by Selected Components
Edmonton (1982 - 1989)
175
Food Housing Clothing
150

126

o |
o

A

Consumer Price Index
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e

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

kswtistjcs Canada, Catalogue No. §2-001.

1989
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Wages or some form of government financial assistance are the primary sources of income for
Edmontonians. As the following figure shows, many of those who are employed in low-paying
jobs or who receive only social assistance are at risk of being poor. In 1989, a single person
working at the minimum wage in Alberta would have had to work 51 hours per week to reach
the poverty line. A single parent with two children would have had to work 91 hours a week to

earn an income equal to the poverty line.

\ Source: Edmonton Board of Health and Alberta Family and Bocial Services.

Social Assistance, Minimum Wage and the Poverty Line
Edmonton (1989)
$30,000
EY Social Assistance Minimum Wage ($4.50)
$25,000 L
$20,000 _ $18,720
$15,000 12,087
- ol o oMW
£10,600 89
5,000 R
0 El 3
Bingle Person Single Parent Couple
(T'wo Children) (Two Children)
* Assumplion: * 2 parents - 2 children (1 child under 11 years)
» includes basic, shelter, and transportation allowance only.

~

_J

In 1985, it was estimated that 14.2% (29,565) of families in Edmonton were in the low-income
category, compared to 10.7% in 1980. A low-income family devotes at least 58.5% of its income to
food, clothing, and shelter. The figure below shows the incidence of low-income for different
family types and age groups. Only about 3.8% of Alberta couples over 65 are low-income
families,! yet 52% of single, divorced, and widowed women aged 65 and over have incomes below

the poverty line.

Edmonton Area (1985}
80

Incidence of Low Income Among Families and Single Persons

60

42.1%

40 -

Percent

20

38.7%

\ Income, Household and Dwelling Characieristics, Table INGSBO1G.

0 fdiatert g
Married with Single Single 16-64 66+ 16-64 66+
Children  Mother Father Male Female
i
Families o Single Persons

Sourco: Hatistics Cannda, Summary Tabulation of Language, Place of Birth, Citizenship, Immigrants,

_/
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Individuals employed in wholesale and retail trade as well as in community, business and
personal services have average incomes substantially below the all-industry average. In

Edmonton, 57% of the labour force is employed in these two sectors.

/

Average Weekly Earnings by Selected Industries, Edmonton Area

Average Income ($)

(1988)

1000

Agricu Ol Manulachrs Constust Transporl, Wholeeals Finance, © ity, Public
& Food @as  Processing Comm. Retall  Inswrance Business, Admin.
Producing Utlites Real Estate  Perconal

Services

\ Source: Alberta Bureau of Statistics - Alborta Statistical Review.

~

J

Average family income in Edmonton and Stony Plain is less than those of other
surrounding urban areas. These lower average incomes are likely related to higher

unemployment rates in these two urban areas.

/

Dollars (in 000s)

Average Family Income - Selected Urban Areas (1986)

76
60 1
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45 $42,485
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&Snurce: Siatistics Canada, Catalogue 95108 {Profiles, Edmonton - Part 2).
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In December 1989, there were over 25,000 social assistance cases in Edmonton. The
majority of social assistance recipients fall into two categories: 'unemployed' and 'single-parent’,

Both of these categories include children.

s

Unasuited for Employment 1,231

A

Suited For Employment
but Unemployed

Mental Disability §§133
Mental 1llness
Physical Disability

Single Parents

Persons over 60

Ry 1 a1

Total Cases (25,044)

Who Depends on Social Allowance in Edmonton
(December 1989)

\

8,540

8,838

0 2,000 4,000

\Soun:e: Alberta Family and Social Services.

6,000

Cases

8,000

10,000

J

Some Edmonton residents have had difficulty geiting the food they need. The Edmonton
Food Bank, in conjunction with other agencies, helps to fill the gap by providing hampers and
meals. Although Food Bank usage has declined since 1987, Food Bank users receiving social
allowance grew from 45% to 61% between July 1988 and October 1989. In October 1989, over
20% of the people using the food bank were children from families reporting social allowance as
their source of income. In 1989, one in 13 Edmontonians received food from the Food Bank one

or more times.®

/

150

Number of Food Bank Users - Edmonton (1985 - 1989)

~

E] Adulis

106,611

60,328

Users in (000s)

] 62121

1986 1987

k Source: Edmonton Food Bank.

Children (under 12)

113,792

1988

36,144

1989

/
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The map below shows the incidence of low family income. In general, communities north of
the North Saskatchewan River have lower incomes than communities south of the river.

4

Incidence of Low Family Income in Edmonton (1986)

|:I Under 14 % of families low incoma
#  14%- 19 % of families low income {average)
- Over 19 % of familias low incoma

= Edmonton Average (16.5 % of families are low Income)

Industrial or Undavelopad

™

Municipel
Alrport

11 o]

Rliverbend
Terwillegar

'

132

Clareview
Hermitage

\ Source: Community and Family Services and Statistics Canada, Catalogue 95-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 2). )
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Education

Educational attainment continues to be important in determining career and employment
opportunites, income potential and even a person's health. Although today's population is
becoming better educated (approximately 12% of the population 15 years and older had
university degrees in 1986 compared to 8% in 1976 ), a substantial portion continues to have less
than a grade 12 education.

Literacy is fundamental to full participation in our society. Functional illiteracy is difficult to
assess in the absence of survey data. However, using the UNESCO definition that those aged 15
or more with grade nine or less are considered functionally illiterate, it appears that just over
10% of Edmontonians are in this situation.

4 A

Population 156 Years of Age and Over by Level of Education
Edmonton (1986)
150,000
125,000
100,000
B
g 75,000
By
50,000
25,000 g
0 R L I
Lessthan  Without With Trsde  Without With Without  With Degree
Geade @ Ceriificats  Corlificate Cedfficats  Diploma  Diploma Degoo
Grade %- 12 Other Nonruniveraity University
Educaion
\Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 95-108 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 2), ’ /

Other educational trends are listed below.

¢ In Alberta, more students are taking longer than three years to complete senior high
school. The number of students returning to Grade 12 to complete or upgrade their
academic qualifications has increased significantly. The competitive job market and
high youth unemployment have resulted in more students staying to graduate.®

¢ The estimated annual early school-leaver rate in Alberta has declined. Between 1978/79
and 1986/87, the early school leaver rate in Alberta's public/separate/private schools
declined from 12.0% or 17,388 students, to 9.4% or 12,731.%

* There is a trend away from general diplomas with minimal requirements to advanced
diplomas with higher standards.®
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Safety and Violence

In any community, it is important to feel relatively safe. The figure below illustrates
feelings of safety people have walking alone in their neighbourhoods after dark.

Feelings of Safety in Edmonton, Calgary, and the Rest of Alberta .
100 E
fe2d Rensonable | Very Safe m Somewhat | Very Unsafe =
E
75 _
E -
E 60
-1
25
(1] 1
Edmonton (1984) Edmonton (1988) Calgary (1988) Rest of Alberia (1958)
\ Souree; University of Alberta, Population Research Laboratory, )

Information from the University of Alberta's Population Research Laboratory shows that over
the past five years approximately one in five persons was a victim of crime. However, most parts
of Edmonton rarely experience violent crime. According to an Edmonton Journal investigation,
most murders occur in a small area where poverty and unemployment are highest. Edmonton
neighbourhoods are relatively safe; the majority of the city's violent crime is in the inner core.
About one third of all murders committed in the past five years occurred in the area between the
river and 111* Avenue and 109% Street and 82 Street.”

4 ™

Physical Violence in Edmonton (1985 - 1989)
Type of Assault 1985 1987 1989
Common Assault 3936 3875 4349
Assault with a Weapon 823 902 999
Aggravated Assault 135 133 165
Family Disputes 5001 4654 4097
Homicides 19 24 24
\ Sources: City of Edmonton Police Services. j
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Health

Selected aspects of the dimensions of health are listed below.

Perceptions of Health

* The 1988 Population Research Laboratory survey on health showed that, on a
five-point scale, 92% of Edmontonians rated their health as being good, very
good, or excellent.

Fatal Illness
* In 1989 approximately 27% of all deaths were due to heart disease.

* In 1989 about 17% of all deaths were attributed to smokihg.
o In 1989 the infant death rate in Edmonton was 7.0 per 1,000 births.

* As of February 1990, 73 Edmonton residents had been diagnosed with AIDS and
37 had died.

Reproductive Health

* The birth rate for women aged 15 to 19 declined from 46.4 per 1,000 women to
38.0 per 1,000 women from 1982 to 1989. Most of this decline has occured in the
17 to 19 year age group.

* The average age at which mothers give birth is slowly increasing.

Average Age of Mothers in Edmonton
(1969, 1979, 1989)
35
30 - Ba roe0 w1 3T 1988
L Pk o Tk
25 AT e
g by 2 % il
5 NS NN\
R Lo fa ma A 5 [ L L T
@ Rk Tkt
0 ; A o5 % u e b
g o S Sires
L Lo L L A By Ty iy
4 AL et
.?: LGl LESTEEIT
]\ e\ NN
AR A LA, 3 [ L]
RN | S s aa
A atat et L LY LRl
ATIiis | \\ {2
NN | NN
First Time Mothers All Mothers
\ Source; Edmonton Board of Health, _//

¢ For Edmonton women aged 25-54, menstrual disorders consistently ranked in
the top three as the primary reason for admission to hospital.

Emotional/Psychological/Social Health

* A recent study has shown that approximately 34 percent of Edmontonians have
had a diagnosable mental disorder at some time in their life.”

* Suicide fatalities are far more common for males than for females. In 1989,
there were 73 deaths due to suicide for males compared to 33 for females in
Edmonton.
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Summary of Edmonton Statistics

Population
Population
Annual Growth (percentage increase)
Net Migration
Natural Increase

Population Segments
0-4

5-9

10-19

20-39

40-59

60-69

70-79

80+

Seniors (65+)

Those under 15 as a % of 15 to 64 year olds
Those 65 and older as a % of 15 to 64 year olds

Economic
Alberta GDP (1981 Constant $) in Billions
Consumer Price Index

Labour Force

Unemployment Rate
Participation Rate (Male)
(Female)
Income

Percentage of Low Income Families
Average Weekly Earnings

Family
Birth Rate (per 1,000 population)
Death Rate (per 1,000 population)
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births)

1981
521,205
3.1
8,666
6,766

Number Percent
32,499 6.2
32,890 6.3
79,801 15.3

219,839 42.2
100,074 19.2
30,910 5.9
17,552 3.4
7,640 1.5
38,892 7.5

26.3
10.2

50.5
100

41
84.8
62.8

{Edmonton Area) 10.7

$363

18.7
5.7
12.9

General Fertility Rate (live births per year to women

aged 15-44)
Average Number of Children Born per Woman
Births to Teenagers
Percentage of Births to Teenagers
Births to Unmarried Mothers
Percentage of Births to Unmarried Mothers

Health
Life Expectancy (Males)
(Females)
Percentage of Babies under 2500 grams (5.5 Ibs)
Suicides (Males)
(Females)

Percentage of Males as Regular Smokers
Percentage of Females as Regular Smokers

68.7
1.7
1,080
11.2
1,730
17.8

71.7
78.0
7.0
64
17

1989
583,872
0.5
-4,091
7,133

Number Percent
46,148 79
40,506 6.9
72,460 12.4

234,035 40.1
116,522 20.0
40,905 7.0
22,528 3.9
10,717 1.8
52,018 8.9

218
12.7

58.2
143.5

8.4
80.4
64.9

(1986) 16.5
$460

18.0
5.8
7.0

67.7
17
744
7.1
2,608
24.8

(1987) 73.2
(1987) 79.5
6.2

73

33

(1985) 37
(1985) 32
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Families with Children

As elsewhere, family structure in Edmonton is changing. Some significant trends are:

* The average size of families and number of children living at home continued to
decline through the 1970s but stabilized in the 1980s to 3.1 people and 1.2

children per family.

/

Percent of Families by Children at Home
Edmonton (1971 - 1986)

1971
B 1976

B3 1981
1988

Percent

No Children

1 Child 2 Children
Children at Home
k Source: Statistics Canada, Federal Census (1971, 1978, 1681 and 1986).

3 or More Children

\

J

* Alberta's divorce rate is the highest in Canada. In 1987 Alberta had a divorce
rate of 159 per 10,000 married women compared to the national average of 137

per 10,000 married women. This high divorce rate contributes to
number of single-parent families.

an increasing

* Divorced individuals and single-parent families are the fastest-growing
segment of the Edmonton population. Although the number of families
increased 11% between 1981 and 1986, the number of divorced individuals and

single-parent families grew by 58% and 23%, respectively.

80

( Percentage Change in Selected Family Characteristics - Edmonton

(1981 - 1986)

Percent
5
]

20

658%

3.6%

Families

Divorced Family Non-Family

Household Members

Single
Parents

Bource: Statistice Canada, Federal Census (1931 and 1586).

x
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* In 1986, approximately 60,000, or 40%, of Edmonton families had incomes
above the Edmonton average ($40,465). Over 30,000 families had incomes

below $20,000.

* According to Statistics Canada, about 16 in 100 Edmonton families lived in
poverty in 1985.

-

Families

0,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0

Families by Income Group, Edmonton
(1985}

iy

Median Family income 335,887
Number of Pamiliea 148,066

By

~»
| I [ Average Family Income $40,485
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k Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 95-108 (Profiles, Edmeonton - Part 2).

\

* Tt is expected that by 1994 nearly 18% of all families will be headed by a single
parent. Over 85% of these single parent families will be headed by women. If
recent trends continue, more than half of these families will live in poverty.

* Up to 1971, single parent status resulted primarily from widowhood. Since
1971, marriage breakdown has become the primary reason.®

[

N\

Single Parent Families

35000 -

30000 4

25000 4

20000 +

15000 4

10000 + -

6000 4

Single Parent Families - Edmonton (1871 - 1994)

Percent of Single Parent Families

to Total Families \

Number of Single Parent Familiss ~—

1971 1976 1981 1986 1994

+ 18

+ 15

4 12

Source: Statistics Canada, Federal Census (1971, 1978, 1081, and 1886) and Community and Family Services.

% of Total Families

~

J
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The map below shows the concentrations of single parents in Edmonton. In general,
communites north of the North Saskatchewan River have a higher proportion of single-parent

families.

/

Single Parents as a Proportion of all Families - Edmonton (1986)

\

|__—| Under 13 % single-parent famites
: 13% - 17 % singla-pasent families (average)
Il  Over 17 % single-parent families

+ Edmonton Average (15.1 % of families are single parent families)

Industrial or Undeveloped

Whitemud Freeway )

Riverbend
Terwillegar

Mill Woods

Clareview
Hermilage

\ Source: Community and Pamily Services and Statistice Canada, Catalogue 95-107 (Profites, Edmonton - Part 1),

/
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With respect to families with children, Edmonton's population is substantially different than
those of surrounding urban communities. The following two figures show some of these

differences.

* Edmonton has a significantly higher proportion of divorced and single adults to its
total population than surrounding communities. As well, Edmonton has a smaller
proportion of married people and children.

-

(1986)

Population by Marital Status - Selected Urban Areas

\ Bource: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 95-107 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 1).
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* Edmonton also has a much higher proportion of single-parent families than
surrounding communities.

/‘

Percent of Single-Parent Families to Total Families
Selected Urban Areas (1988)

25

20

Percent

r
Edmonton Fart
Sackatchewan

County

\ Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 95-107 (Profiles, Edmonton - Part 1),
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\
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Child Care Highlights

Child care has become increasingly important for families with children, especially with the
majority of women now participating in the labour force.

* Alberta has the greatest number of day care spaces per capita in Canada.l

¢ Alberta and New Brunswick are the only provinces which do not presently require
special training for day care staff.1

* From 1981 to 1988, day care spaces in Alberta nearly doubled to over 30,000. In
1988, Edmonton had approximately 14,000 day care spaces.

* Throughout the 1980s, approximately 25% of Alberta as well as Edmonton day care
spaces were vacant. The vacancy rate across the province was roughly the same.!!

* In 1986, 9% of Edmonton’s day care spaces were non-profit and 91% were
commercial compared to 38% and 62% respectively for Canada.

4 Licensed Day Care Spaces - Alberta (1981 - 1988) A
35,000

30,000

25,000

L
15000 | EEm-Eiilb ] '

10,000

Licensed Day Care Spaces

5,000 |- e 1 - .: 3 :.:. .
1081 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
\Snume: Alberta Family and Social Services (1990), )

1]

* Edmonton has about 3,500 licensed out-of-school care spaces. Approximately 10%
of these spaces are vacant.!?

* The City of Edmonton subsidized about 2,300 out-of-school care children in 1989,
nearly three times as many as in 1981.12

Children in Subsidized Out-of-School Care
Edmonton (1982 - 1989}
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Trends and Service Implications

Sub-trends:

¢ There will be more 'working poor’ families struggling to survive on marginal incomes _
from jobs that are poorly paid and offer limited benefits. -

* Out of necessity, many families with children will require more than one wage earner or
a number of part-time jobs to make ends meet.

¢ As a result of continuing high levels of unemployment in some sectors of the economy,
families without any previous experience of poverty or welfare will be required to
manage with few survival skills.

* For a growing number of families with children, it will become increasingly difficult to
break the intergenerational dependency on welfare.

"The first depressing trend will undoubtedly be increasing poverty
among families with children. There will be more families living below
the poverty line, as a result of inadequate income security benefits,
pensions, poor enforcement of maintenance payments, and especially
low wages for part-time workers — many of whom will be women. "

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

s The need to focus on economic survival will likely mean that for some families their
capacity to provide nurturing care and support to all family members will be greatly
reduced.

* Growing financial pressures will lead to increasing stress and feelings of helplessness
within some families.

* Demand for support services for troubled families and counselling programs for
individual family members will continue to grow. More children will be seen to be 'at
risk'. '

¢ Limited increases in funding for human services, coupled with an increasing demand for
programs from those who are comparatively well off, will likely mean that poorer
families and their children will have access to fewer, poorer quality services provided
through an increasingly 'two-tiered' system.

o Crisis intervention rather than prevention will characterize many of the services that
are available in the future for poorer families and their children.

+ Community agencies will see the need for increased advocacy on behalf of poor families
and poor children, even if it means that resources will have be drawn from direct service
programs.

¢ There will be an increasing demand for good quality, affordable housing for poorer
families with children.
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Child Care Highlights

Child care has become increasingly important for families with children, especially with the
majority of women now participating in the labour force.

* Alberta has the greatest number of day care spaces per capita in Canada.

* Alberta and New Brunswick are the only provinces which do not presently require
special training for day care staff.10

* From 1981 to 1988, day care spaces in Alberta nearly doubled to over 30,000. In
1988, Edmonton had approximately 14,000 day care spaces.

* Throughout the 1980s, approximately 25% of Alberta as well as Edmonton day care
spaces were vacant. The vacancy rate across the province was roughly the same.!

* In 1986, 9% of Edmonton's day care spaces were non-profit and 91% were
commercial compared to 38% and 62% respectively for Canada.
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* Edmonton has about 3,500 licensed out-of-school care spaces. Approximately 10%
of these spaces are vacant,!2

* The City of Edmonton subsidized about 2,300 out-of-school care children in 1989,
nearly three times as many as in 1981.12
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Trends and Service Implications

Sub-irends:

e There will be more 'working poor' families struggling to survive on marginal incomes
from jobs that are poorly paid and offer limited benefits.

e Qut of necessity, many families with children will require more than one wage earner or
a number of part-time jobs to make ends meet.

e As a result of continuing high levels of unemployment in some sectors of the economy,
families without any previous experience of poverty or welfare will be required to
manage with few survival skills.

* For a growing number of families with children, it will become increasingly difficuit to
break the intergenerational dependency on welfare.

“The first depressing trend will undoubtedly be increasing poverty
among families with children. There will be more families living below
the poverty line, as a result of inadequate income security benefits,
pensions, poor enforcement of maintenance payments, and especially
low wages for part-time workers — many of whom will be women.”

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

¢ The need to focus on economic survival will likely mean that for some families their
capacity to provide nurturing care and support to all family members will be greatly
reduced.

* Growing financial pressures will lead to increasing stress and feelings of helplessness
within some families.

 Demand for support services for troubled families and counselling programs for
individual family members will continue to grow. More children will be seen to be 'at
risk'.

¢ Limited increases in funding for human services, coupled with an increasing demand for
programs from those who are comparatively well off, will likely mean that poorer
families and their children will have access to fewer, poorer quality services provided
through an increasingly 'two-tiered’ system.

e Crisis intervention rather than prevention will characterize many of the services that
are available in the future for poorer families and their children.

¢ Community agencies will see the need for increased advocacy on behalf of poor families
and poor children, even if it means that resources will have be drawn from direct service

programs.

* There will be an increasing demand for good quality, affordable housing for poorer
families with children.
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Sub-Trends:

* Expectations concerning parenting have changed and as a result there will continue to
be much less of a consensus as to what is considered appropriate parenting,

* The increasing number of immigrant families from diverse cultures will add another
dimension to what is considered acceptable parenting and family values.

* The changing pattern of families will mean that fewer children will grow up with both of
their natural parents in the same household.

* As a result of rising rates of divorce and separation there will be an increasing number
of both male and female-headed single-parent families,

* Changing attitudes towards unmarried teenage mothers will see more grandparents
involved in the parenting of their grandchildren.

* Difficulties in finding suitable employment will likely mean that many older children
will continue to live with their parents for longer periods of time.

"Society will recognize that what constitutes a family’: single parent,
blended, immigrant, native, lesbian mothers /gay fathers, grandparent
headed, adoptive, foster, etc., has and will continue to change."

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

* There will be a need to increase public education opportunities in order to achieve
greater understanding and acceptance of the various family structures, including the
possibility of gay and lesbhian families.

* The changing roles and functioning of families will likely increase the pressure on the
school systems, as well as on individual teachers, to provide counselling or support to
children on matters that were traditionally considered to be parental responsibilities.

* There will be an increasing demand for parenting courses for young parents, especially
young single parents.

* The greater likelihood of children having to cope with divorce and adjust to new family
members will mean a need for additional programs to help children deal with the socio-
emotional adjustments involved, such as establishing trusting relationships with adults.

* Assistance for husbands and fathers will be required so that they may accept a more
sharing and supportive role in meeting the challenges of contemporary family life.

* As aresult of less support from 'extended' family members, there will be a need for more
outreach and self-help programs to assist families who are experiencing isolation.

* There will be an increasing demand for culturally appropriate programming to assist
immigrant families to deal with parenting and other family concerns.

¢ Due to changing family forms, a growing number of boys and girls will not have had
appropriate role models, and therefore the demand for programs such as Big Sisters and
Uncles at Large will likely increase.
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Sub-trends:

* The respective roles of family members will gradually be altered as they adjust to the
new responsibilites of both work and family life.

¢ There will be increasing pressure on the youth members of some families to assume
adult roles, such as taking on part-time jobs, in order to help support the family.

 With some family members taking on an increasing amount of part-time shift work
there will be fewer opportunities for 'family time' together. As a consequence, there will
be more isolation of individual family members.

"Phere will continue to be an increasing percentage of women in the work
force, the majority because of economic need. Therefore they will not be as
available to provide child care and support to extended family, to serve as
volunteers, to provide informal networking and social support within

neighbourhoods and communities.” .
(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

¢ The need for many families with children to have either both parents working or a
number of part-time jobs will mean a greater demand for affordable quality day care
that is available on a more flexible basis.

¢ The changing employment circumstances of many families with children will require a
better balance between work and family responsibilities and a new appreciation on the
part of employers that arrangements such as parental leave and flexible hours of work
will need to be accepted as essential conditions of work.

¢ Family support networks will be needed to assist families who relocate to new
communities as a result of changing job opportunities.

« Educational insititutions will require change with respect to hours of operation and
course offerings that are more sensitive to the evolving family structure.

o _greate

Sub-Trends:

e Governments will continue to either deny the existence of many social problems or
blame another level of government for the lack of a suitable response to an
acknowledged social problem.
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* An increasing emphasis on a market-driven approach to human services will mean a
declining commitment to universal sharing of the costs of essential services.

* Governments will pursue policies of privatization and fiscal restraint and will attempt to

shift responsibility for meeting some human service needs to families without a
corresponding shift in resources.

"As the government focuses on the budget deficit, high interest rates will
continue to translate into high unemployment rates... With continued high
unemployment and changes to the unemployment insurance program
restricting benefits, more and more of the responsibility for providing for
families will full into the laps of provincial social assistance Dbrograms. ..,
Do we have the political will to reverse this trend?”

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

* Privatized' human services will mean less coordination and more competition among
existing service providers and the eventual emergence of a 'two-tier' system where
families without financial resources will be left with non-existent or inferior services,

* Cutbacks in resources received from governments will result in additional pressure upon
community agencies to seek alternative funding and to become more reliant upon
volunteers for the delivery of services.

* The lack of long-range planning and the dictates of a four year term of office will mean
more reliance by the provincial government on short-term, crisis intervention, rather
than long-term solutions to the difficulties being faced by families with children.

Sub-trends:

* The prevalence of an ‘anti-child’ senti
as interfering with ‘productivity’.

* Particularly among people who do not have children, concern will be expressed about
their obligation to contribute to the cost of services intended for families with children.

* Increasingly society will expect families with children to accept greater personal
responsibility for meeting the economic and social needs of thejr families.

* As aresult of their dominant numbers, the 'baby boom' generation will strongly influence
public attitudes and policy decisions concerning families with children,
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»There will be less discussion of and concern for families with young
children. The large group off 'baby boomers’ will become more concerned
with ‘middle age’ issues . . .. Legislators and funders will gradually
become less interested in ‘family’ issues and more concerned with the
problems associated with aging. "

(Focus Group Participant)
Service Implications:

¢ Service agencies will need to ensure that standards and the continuity of care for
families with children are not compromised.

Tk ere will be an increasing number of Native families and their children
moving into the province's urban centres. These families will require ¢
network of services similar to those already provided to new immigrants. N

{Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

¢ More settlement and support services will be required to assist Native and Metis
families adjust to living in a new and larger community. Resentment will grow if it
appears that resources are more readily available for immigrant groups.

¢ There will be a need for more networking and coordination among organizations that
provide human services to native and Metis families.

¢ There will be continuing pressure to transfer resources and responsibility for the
delivery of human services from governments to the hands of Native and Metis
organizations.

“Trend 7: The

. also

"The burden of poverty will continue to fall on women and children . . ..
Since physical and mental iliness accompany poverty wemay se increasing
demands on these services.”

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

o There will growing pressure on the legal anﬂ law enforcement systems to reinforce the
view that violence within families will not be tolerated.

« Further educational opportunities will be needed in order to encourage all family
members to appreciate that there are alternatives to violence.

¢ The demand will grow for additional family counselling and support resources, as well
for programs intended to assist perpetrators of violence.
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"Professionals, the general public and parents will become more aware of
the negative impact of divorce upon children. Governments will be more
aware of the social and financial costs of divorce, while business will
become more sensitive to the impact of family problems on productivity,”

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

* Custody disputes and legal battles involving the rights of children wil] become more
common,

* Additional legal, procedural and political efforts will be required to see that child
support payments are honoured.

* Increasingly matters of principle regarding family issues will be resolved in the courts
rather than by the family itself or in the community,

"With the integration of handicapped children into the schools and the
disbandingoflarge institutions, more families will retain responsibility
for the care of their handicapped children.”

(Focus Group Participant)

Service Implications:

* Increasingly handicapped children will remain in their homes and not in residential
institutions, and therefore their families will require more support in meeting their
special needs.

* Respite care services will be required to allow for families caring for handicapped
children to have opportunities for a break from their responsibilities.

* Increasing use of new reproductive technologies will encourage greater public concern
about the related health care costs,
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