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ABSTRACT

The atteﬁpt byIWilliam,Aberhart's Social Credit goﬁérnment to in-
troduée a rad;caily new ecénomic systemiin Alberta iﬁ.the.m;d;depres_
sion years encountered strong'and vi;tually unanimous opposition among .
‘the prq?ince's daily and weekly newspapers. This oppositioﬁ was bi;—
terly resented by Aberhart and his fdllowers, whose cdllective attitude
was a mixtur; of zeal, righteousness and intolefance. Thebmutpal hos-
tility reached alélimax in 1937, when.the government brought in dual
purpose 1egislationlthat would have forﬁed‘ﬁewspaperé to become pfoéé—
ganda vehicles for Social Credit and enabled the government to control
press criticism and other unfavorable éublicity. ‘Soc;al'Credit cléimed
" the Accurate News énd Information Act, which wa; fﬁled ultra vires by
the Supreme Court of Can;da, was necessary to make newspapers print the
truth abou; tﬁe governﬁént. Whiie Soéial Credit, botﬁ as a-party and

government, faced solid press opposition, which it compensated for by

its use of radio, the newspapers gave Albertans a factually accurate
picture of administration activities. What the government intended
with its legislation, it is argued here, was to silence its most de-

termined and outspoken critic, to limit the public debate and discus-

sion that  are an integral part of the democratic system.
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" the présé,in the mid-thirties and that government's abortive effort

I

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The basis of our government be‘ng the opinion of the people,

the very first object should be to keep that right; and were

it left- for me to. decide whether we should have a government

without newspapers or newspapers without government, I should
not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.

~-Thomas Jeffersonl

In a general way, Ehis paper is concerned with the role‘of‘the

- press in a democratic political system. Specifically, it focuses on

the relationship between the Social Credit government of Alberta and

K »

to regulate the province's newspapers. Under legislation intrqdﬁced'

in 1937, the Social Credit administration attempted to make two basic

el

changes in the operation of the Alberta press. One would have enabled

.

the government to force its views on the public by using space comman-

' deered from the newspapers. ' The second was designed to give the ad-

ministration control over c¢riticism and other unfavorable publicity.

’

The legislation, unprecedented in modern times in the Anglo-Saxon dem~

v

ocratic experience, would have fundamentally altered ﬁhe‘whole concept
¢l

of public discussion and débate in an open society. This paper ex-

amines and anaiyses both the'legislation‘and the events leadiﬁg up to

it..- The purpose here 1s to try to’establisﬁ‘the motives behind the

~

Social Credit attempt to interfere with the traditional free flow of

information and opinion in a democratic syétem.

VSOCial,Credit came - to power in 1935 as a radical populistrparty



dedicated to estabiishing a new economic order in a province hard hit
by;a devastating ;orld—wide depression. ' To the movemen''s leader,
William Abérhart, it was a puzzling paradox to find shortages andiecon-
omic hardship in a region so abundantly'endowgd with resources. He

" promised to. abolish what he called this poverty in the midét of olenty.
Just how he proposed to do it was hazily sketched out for the voters

Ny

in his Social Credit Manual (familiarly known as the Blue Manual).2

Basically, there were three main factors in this "wondrously simple
plan”——distributio; of credit divideﬁds to every Albertan, establishment
: of’a jusﬁ price for all goods and services, and provision for the con-
tinuous flow of‘credit.3 Aberharﬁvbelieﬁed these threg factors could

be intrdduced intovthe existing system "without avvefy great upheaval
of social; commerdial ér politiéal interesjs " although at the same _
time he promised they would . "effectively change the whole system in a
~very short space of time. "é'

The party leader may have been ;omewhaﬁ naive in his assessment

of possible reaction to thé program. At ahy rate, the chial Credit
government's attempt to build‘a Ngw Jerusalem on the dust-blownvprai—'
ries,soon'brOught it into conflict'with some‘of‘the major inétitutions
in the existing system——the,federal'govérnment, baﬁks ana o&her members
of the financiél communit;,‘aﬂd the coufts. And as if these fotmidable
opponents were not enough for them, Social-Cfedite:s also decided téb
challenge another ﬁowerfullpillar 0f the anadian system, the press,

and its role as an independent channel of communication between govern-~

ment and the people. Why the Social Credit government chose this ad-



ditional confrontation, especially at a time when it was g;appang o

with so many serious and far more urgent problems, 15 ong ot ‘the cen-
ST

‘tral questions probed in this paper.

,4' N
',(‘ RN

From about the time of Confedermtion,afreedom of“the press has
. S

e \.\

been pretty much taken for granted in Canada, at leastain peacetime.

4 >

Unlike the United StadLs, this country has no constltut%onal provision
guafanteeing a free press. Here the tradition of newspapegs reporting
and oomm( ping on the aotivities of government,.free from offioial con-
trol or interference, stems from incorporation inpo Canada's'govérn—
mental system of many of'the institutions'and‘pfactices of Great
Britain. \When theTFathers of Confederation drew up thoir blueprint
for phe Dominion of Canada, they made no mention of the press. Pfe—
sumably, howeper, the British North America Act was meant to cover
freedom of expression when, in thebpreambla, lt said the dominion would
operate wiph a constitution ”similatvin Ppinciple to that of the United
Kingdom."5 But it was not until the-Canadian Bill'of Righis was adopted
-in 1960 that press freeddm in thls country was guaranteed by statute.
In that bill, freedom of khe press is listed as one of the fundamental
freedoms that '"have existdd and shall continue to exist in Canada." 6
Social Credit's challenge to the fpee.p;eas tradition ln Canada
came in 1937 when the éovernmant, led by Abarnart, passed an Act to
Ensure the Pnblication of Accurate Nawé and Inforﬁation.7 Tnis meas-—
ure would have compelled Albgrta newspapaps 1) to‘pdblish government

statements to correct or amplify earlier articles, and 2) to identify,

on‘request; the writers of articles and editorials and all persons who



supplied information for these item§.n:The Times ot London called it
the "first =:iiack on the -liberty of;the press in any British territory
within a céﬁtury{"s' The government. however, maintained the act was
not aﬁ atfempt to censor the press, And, in the sense of censorship as
some kind of pre—publicatioﬁ épproval; this may have ‘been technically
correct. NeQertheless the legislation would have givén ?he government

a degreé of contrpl over what ‘Alberta newspapers published, thus ef-

fectively limiting the freedom they had previously enjoyed. Not sur-

o

prisingly, the measure touched off a storm of 'protest in the press,
nof only in Albert;; but across thé country, with echoes as far’away.
as England. As'iﬁ turned'out, héwever, thegAccufate News gnd'Inéormé—
'ﬁion.Act did‘not }eceive assent ana was eventually declared'ultra vires
. by the Suﬁreme Cour:.of Canada, in a ruling éhat confirmgd the tradi~
‘tign of a frée”pregs in.this country's political strugture.}

That Soci;i Credit received wﬁat is called.; "bad préss"{ié beyond
. bqueétion.' All'sii déilies in Alberta and most of the weeklies strongly

opposed  the new movement in the.1935 provincial eleEtion, with the two -

largest newspapers, the Edmonton Journal and the Calgary Daily Herald,
perhaps the most per: sten- and‘butspoken'opponents)g‘Wiqh one ﬁajor

exceptibn, this newspaper opposition’continued during the first years

. -
of the Aberhart administration. The writer has not made a comparative

»

study in.the field,*but it would appear Aber art's government had
more editorial abuse heaﬁed on its ﬁead during its first three yeérs
in office tﬁan almost any other provincial administration in Canala

during a corresponding period of time.10



The reasons for the critical and questioning attitude of the news-

v

papers are easy enough to undersfand. Here was a_government of pol-

. «

itical neophytes actempting to introduce a fundamentally new econonic

v

\svstem which even the head of the government apparentlv did oot com—"
prehend Aberhart's wondrously simple plan" was neither: wondrous nor
-simple to a-great many Albertans. Their inftial scepticism was only
‘heightened by Abe}oart's unwillingness or inability to clarify aspects
of;his ptogfam?“Tbe reloctence of the newspapers to see Alberta serQe
"as a testing grouno for what tﬁéy’considered a woolly and impracti-
cable economic scheme is suggested in a comment made by the Heraid
after Social Credit's founder, MaJor cC. H Douglas, addressed.members
of the Alberta Legislature in 19347 Noting that Douglas oelieved
Scotland would sérve.as.aﬁ admirable laboratory for his theories,.the
newspaper eaid Albertans "perhapsfwould be safely advised to leave de-
;ision on'the sysfem to ‘the hard:&eaded and canny Scots.fll At a time
when the economy was already suffering severely from the depression,.
the newspapers took the position‘that a great deal more damage eould

be done by an inexperlenced group of reformers tinkering with che

system. The press therefore questioned and CrlthiSed the Social Cred~

iters virtually every step of the way, holding\the government to, account"

.and attempting to make it justify the major measures it proposed

This constant cr1t1c1sm and questioning, however, was mot the
reason given by the Aberﬁart administration for its unpreeeQented ac-
t10n‘agafnst the press. Rather, the government accused the newspapers
. - . ‘

of_misrepresenting its statements and policies and of publishing false

A



information (or ”faléities,' to use the te. . fa~ored © the premier).
It also charged that in some cases the newspap— rs hiuderedAgovornmgn[
efforts to carry througﬂ the Social Credit program.

In introducing the Adcﬁrate News and Inférmatio; Ao, thelSocial
Crediters said they simply wanté@ to make sure the press gave an ..onest
picture of the government and what it was doing. The very title of
the legislation suggested this objertive, asvdid‘the pream?le, which
noted the<desirabiligv'of having a true and exact account of goverﬁ—
ment policy presented to Albertans; Thus, officially at least, the
Aberha;t.administtation claimed it was a;ting f;gm the best éf motivés;
it was'merely trying to improve the;performancé‘of Alberta ne?spapersﬂ
Everything‘ﬁas g&in% done in the hamg'of accuracy and,tru;h.

This paper will argue, howéver, tbaf thé.governmenf's goal in

- ’ .

legislating against the press was entirely different from what was an-
nounced officially. The thesis heré is that the government éought con—

trol of the newspapers out of motives that had nothing to do with the

accurate presentation of public information. Rather, it is contended,

N g

the government hoped to muffle a persistent and ahnoying critic. It
Wanted to stop, or at least keep to a minimum, the embarrassing stories’
and discomfiting questibns that held the government up to public.rid—

icule by eXposing iti Qeaknesses and failipgs.-vThe Social Crediters 1!
- did not. see the press as.a legitimate critic or questioner in the Al-
berta political syétem'bh;\iigher as an enemyv to be broughtyundér their
»will.

To support this thesis the paper will attempt to show that both

r



Aberhart and the party he led were intolerant towards those who dis—'
agreed with them,<reseﬂting“any‘criﬁicism or dissent. They fervently
believed that their Va§ was the right way, if not the only way, and
they reacted strongly when they encountered contrary views. Their at-
titude seemed to be that anyone not fully in agreement with Social
Credit was a ho;;ile oppoqent. Both before the 1935 election and
af;ér they came to power, Social érediters dealt uncharitably with in-
dividuals yho perceived things differently and criticised éfficigi pol-

icy. With this intolerant attitude, it was to be expected they would

~

T3

strike back at what théy considered one of their maiﬁ énemies, the-

press.. By imposing fésgrictions on the newspapers, the Social Creditérs

sought revenge;fthgy:wer; getting evgﬁiwith an implacabie foe: While |

acute sensitivity ﬁo criticism and a ggneral'intolerant approach were
~

fundamental factors in the govefnment's decisién to try:to interfere

with the press.thfough the Accuraté News and Ir ii-:mat:ion"Act, other

elements possibly came into play as well.
. . ]

As will be seen in later chapters, Social(brediters strqnglyobe—
lieved in the vélur ~f party propaganda, aﬂd no one appreciéted the
need for communi:citing -ith the massés'more thaﬁ Aberhart.' If it had
not Peen”for £ad.) an. F s skilfui use of that medium, - i doubtful
whether the party v+ 17 aave achieved power in 1935. But he was aiso
interes;gd invusing the printed word to.spread thg Social Credit gospei.
The‘government had barely settled into office before arrangements were
made for the party and its supporteré to pﬁrchase stock ithhe Calgary

LSRN

Albertan,12 Social Crediters were also invol#ed in a number of other



- s
-

publishing ventures-—-pamphlets, weeklies, and so on. Ths the idea of
forcing mewspapers to ﬁriﬁt messages from’the government, in full and
at no cHarge, must have strongly.appealed to the party.strictly in
terms- of propaganda. ‘ . ‘ ,

The -attacks on the press, culminating in legislation, also could
indicate the Aberhart government was looking for a scapegoat. By the
.time the act was brought into the legislatufe, the govegnmenﬁ's for—‘
tunes were at a low point.. It could bléme the federal government and
the courts f&r iﬁs failure to produce the promised Social Credit system,
but the press was aﬁ’even'better scapegoat in Some ways. The news- |
papers; arriving daily or weekly in homes tﬁroughput the pro?ince,
were ‘far more tangible éne@igs than the courts or.a gdvernment in far-
off bttawa. VBQ pointing an»;ccusing finger at the press, the govern-

ment perhaps hoped to divert public attention from the very real prob-

sy

lems in Alberta and its own iﬁability to solve them.

" As for the complaints of Social Crediters against the press,
supposédly the.rqal reason for passing t%e Accqragé‘ﬁews and Iﬁforma—
tion Act, this.thesig holds that, for the most parﬁ, tﬁey’wgre gfegtly
exaggerated, unsubstantiated by facts, ofiﬁhe-;esult of a»mi§concep—
ﬁion.among party followéfs of the function of tﬁe press in.é democratic
sysfem. The newspapers were certainly outspoken in their criticism
of the government, but thié,paper«will try ﬁo show that they were alsg
esseﬁtiaily faif,;fapquiﬁg,eveﬁﬁgqucurately-and giving the édmin—

"istration amplé\obpoftunity to present and defend its programs and pol-

icies. cNotvtheJleast of -the governmentfs problems was an inability,

l



perﬁaps due to lack of experi-nce, to'také advantage of the opportu-
nities offered to dgal effectively with newspaper criticism. But this
shortcoming, candidly»admiﬁted by one of tﬁe administration's own.ad—
visers,13 does not mean the press was unfair or that it was doing a
poor job of telling Albertahs abqut their govsrnment. |
Surprisingly, for all that has been written about the establish-
ment in this province of the world's first Social Crsdit administra-
tion--and there is akcqnsiderable collection of books and articles on
the subjéct——not much attention has been given to the réiatiqnship be-
tween Aberhart's government ana the pfess, apart from passing refer-
ences. Mailory's work deals with Social Credit in terms of how the;
administration's clash with Ottawa and the courts altered the way
federalism functions in this coﬁntry}4 . For Macphersoﬁ, the Social

/

Credit movement offered evidence to support his theory about the de-
velopment of a different strain of democracy in this pégﬁince

N
Irving looks at press coverage during the party's successful first bid

for power, but hls account covers only from 1932 to 1935. 16 Certain

o Ie

biographies and autoblographies of Social Credit figures of the era

also discuss the press but only as part of the story of a particular

politigian;17

Only one book is devoted to Social Credit and the press In

Alberta Aberhart and Social Credit, Boudreau has complled newspaper

reports and edltorlals on the party. and government durlng the years
1934 to 1938, in an "attempt to show "something of the range and inten-

sity ¢ the debate that went on among Albertans.”lgl In this useful

v
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work, however, Boudreau does not venture into analfsis or intérpréta¥
tion, apart fromﬁa few remarks in the introduction.

Why the pfess‘has recei;ed such little attention in\Chevstudies
df Social Credit's early‘days in Alberéé is difficult to understénd.

‘It is obvious how muchvimportance the Aberhart'government and its sup-
porters attached to the newspapers. The very fact that legislation
to controlhthé press was introduced is proof of fhis. Further evidgnce
can be found in the repeated attacks on the newspapers by the premie%,
his ministers and éfber pargy ioyalists. Aberhart, for example, reg-
ularly complained'abput the press during his Sunday religious b%oad—
casﬁs. _For Social Crediters, the presé was'almos* an obsessipn/.'l9 Thé
_bress act itself p;obably brought the Social Credit govefhment more
national and international attention than any'other single measure it
introéuced. The significance of the act Qas underscored when the .
Pulitzer prize cémmitteg at Columbia University paid an unprecedented \\ 
ﬁ-,tribute to Alberta dailies and weeklies for their campaign against
the legislatioﬁ. A\speéial'pubiic service prize, a broﬁza plédue,
was awardéd the Journal for its "léhdership in defense of freedom of
ﬁhe press,'" and engraved certificates were given to the six dailies‘aﬁd
- ninety weekiies that participated in the cam?aigﬁ._

The p:esé, as pért of the media, plays an important_part iﬁ the
political process in a democratic éystem. PaFties strive to obtain
"'good coverage' of tﬁeif poiiciés and activities ddring an election
campaign, in the belief this may have some influgnce on héw voters mark

" their ballots. Between elections, both government and opposition pay
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considerable attention to the media, 'rving to present their policies

and arguments in a favorable and convincing way. In sum, the media

©

serve as a prime meuns of communication between the elected (and those

hoping to be elected) and the people who hold the ultimate political

power, the voters. Almond and Powell make the point: this way:

o .

The emergence of the mass media in a society provides the
political elites with a tremendous potential for arousing the
interest and influencing the attitudes of ‘the citizens. By
the same token, the free circulation of information through a

‘mass media structure creates a great potential for popular ac-
tion on the basis .of widespread and accurate knowledge about
political events.2l i :

pa

The case under study here is significant because Qf the breakdown' :

in the norma]l interplay between press and government.

e

hostility of';he newspapers, the government actempteH to diwtate new

rules for publishing public information. An administration that sought
drastic changes. in the economic system also wanted to alfér the role-~
X . .
; . J , . .
of a free press in.the-political system. ' The purpose examining the

- relationship between Aberhart's government and the neXspapers is to’

try to determine ﬁhe-reason or reasons for the 1937 press legislation.

What we want to know is why the. Social Crediters took such a step. Did

L | .
the Alberta newspapers abuse their freedom to report and comment on

o

public affairs, aﬁ alleged by Aberhart and his followers, and thus de-

serve the.proposed;disbiplinary measures? Was the Accurate News and

Information Act siﬁﬁ;y overreaction by a sensitive and somewhat 'artless

' '

government to a great deal of unfavorable publicity? Or did the ieg—

islation indicate something more disturbing, a trace of totalitarianism

s
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in the Social Credit movement and its leader?

The confrontation with the press tells a good deal ébout the
" nature of the Social Credit governmeng and its supporters. As with its
attempts.tg alter the.credit system and debt arrgngements, when ié
f;ced opposition from the federal government and the financial estab-
lishment of'the country, Aberhart's administration was again the
"little gﬁy" up against a big and powerful opponent when it challenged
thevpress. As sucﬁ, it may have attracted some sﬁpport or sympathy
as the underdog. At the same timé: howevgr, the governmenf's action
re&galed the darker side of tﬁe Social Credit mowvement. Although Ab-
erhért and his party had objectives which maﬁy Albertans considered
praiseworthy--to improve the ecdnomic cdgdition ofua depression—weary'
pedple and to‘dntroduce a more equitable éysteﬁ——ghey appeafed too

-

zealous; too dedicated. Their thinking was rigid and closed;'théy“

' v

saw issues and people in stark black and white terms. The -press leg-
islation showed, perhaps more vividly than any other action by the gov—

ernment, the narrow-minded approach oieggé’barty, the belief that those

. who 'did not share the unquestioning faith in Social Credit doctrine

Y

: . . g 21 |
were enemies to be discredited or brought under. control. It was not
lost on the newspapers of the day that an extension of this attitude

could lead to the kind of control found in the Fascist regimes in Germ-

any and Italy.

This thesis will examine in some detail the performance'of.the

newspapers, and the reaction of the Social Crediters, and analysé their.

.respeqpive'positions. Attention will focus on two newspapers, the
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1

Herald and the Jourmal, although other dailies and some weeklies will
be used to illustrate a point, to make comparisons or to deal with al-.

1egétions by the g&vernment. Social Crediters vere-fond of complaining -

about the press in general, but the Herald and Journal seemed to be

rf -

favorite targets for Aberhart and others—-whether, because of their size
- /

i

(they were the two largest dailies in the provinée) or .the freduency

and intensity of their criticism of the governmént or their habit of
_ : % : ! ‘
revealing information about policy and government problems before. the

nistration was prepared to make such inférmation public. Whatever .

i

the rdason, these two newspapers appeared' to represent to Social Crec-

Ve

‘1ters/all that waé.wtbﬁg with Alberta's pressi That is why this paper
N o o .
concentrates on them. /

!
|
i

Newspapers of the day have been a major/source of material for

this work. Other useful information was.obﬂained from documents at

the provincial hives. Included here weré letters and papers re-

! .
lating to the pkess from the premier's office files, plus a variety of
other material--Social Credit publications, reports of government agen-

~'~s, and transcripts of a number of Aberhart's Sunday radio addresses,

broadcast over Edmonton and Calgary stations.

i o~

The . © consists of six chapters. onllowing ihe int;oduétion{
_Chapter I- “ief.accouﬁt of how ghg free press tradition dé—
veloped, w. - g- “ttention to:théncgnadian experience.viTeleécop—
ing sevefal cEntu B histony into a few pages, we trace the growth
and‘gradual rccep - ~7 1e 177 -rtar..n theory of tﬁe press. The |

.purpose of this bzc. . ‘=% aation is _c show what was  at stake
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when the-Aberﬁ%rt administration intrpdgced the Accufate Ngws and In-

- formation Act.\The_chapter aiso looks at the nature of the press (its
philosophy and attitudes), how the press funétions in the political
system and‘how iF is perceived by pdlitiéians and géQernments.‘ It will
Be shown that digsatisfaction with the press was not”unique to Social
Credit; over the &ears, politicians of all Hﬁeg\havé comp}ained about
their treatment a&nthe hands of the newspapers.‘ What. sets Aberhart

apart from other leaders in democratic societies is the acthon he' took

>;07cobe,with én_unfriéndly press. o
'Chapﬁers IIT and IV explore the conflict between Social Credit
and the press——first in ﬁhe pgriod up to the 1935 election, theh in
the -early years of the Aberhart administratioq._ Here we examine the
feggpns fér the conflict, and weigh the performance}of the présg——in
reporting both thevl935 éampaign and ﬁhe fifst two years of the new
government--against the charges levelled by Social Cre@}ters. Included
'in this séction'is an assessment o£ the role played by‘radio and Ab;
erhartfs exténsive use of that medium both before and after his elec-
tion. A pbrtion of the first df tﬁese two chapters is aevoted to Ab-
erhart's background as a teacher—principgl and preachef,:in an effort
to ;Hov how his career before'entéring politics shaped his -attitude to-
wards a crigical press. / d
Ch;pter.V examines and analysgs the Accurate News and Informétién'

.

Act, arguing the government was unable to justify such a measure. It

will be shown that the Aberhart administration sought two separate ob-

jectives with its press legislation. One was to obtain a new and free
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outlet for Social Credit propaganda‘by forcihg»newspapers to print of-

ficial statements. The other was to stifle the press by 1ntimidation

>

and keep it from publlshing the unfavorable news stories and criticail

editorials that were damaging the reputatién ofoberhart and his goy—x'”

-

ernment. The analysis draws in ‘part on the ruling of the SuprgmévCouft
of Canada, with its emphasis on the need for f;ee discussioﬁ'of public

affairs in the Canadian system of government.

A brief c5hclqding chapter, summarizing what has gone before,

’
./

Vargues that the evidence clearly shows the government’s motives inbpaés—
‘ing the‘AccSyéfg'News gnd Information Act had 1it§le‘if anything to’do
with its ofessed concern about truth and accurh;Q in Alberta news-
'paper { .Rather, it isvcontended, the governmént's prime motiveiwas td
N :
_d,,//bfgng the press under its control, hoping thereby to sfop'the stories

and ccmments that were destroying its credibility. .
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_ CHAPTER .II

DEVELOPMENT OF A FREE PRESS

e

The conflict beCween the men who make and the men who report
_the news is as old as time. News may be true, but it is not
the truth, and reporters and officials seldom see it the same
way....In the old days, the reporters or couriers of bad news
were often put to -the gallows; now ‘they are ‘given the Pulitzer

Prize, but the conflict goes on. 1
: ’ —-James Reston

'The basic issue to be resolved in the confrontation between Aber~
hart's administratlon and Alberta neWSpapers was whether the press

would be allowed to continue to operate free from government 1nterfer—
M \L . .
-ence. In passxng the Accurate News and Information Act, Social Credit

~attempted to impose regulations on the press that VOuld have severely

r .
restricted the traditional open debate and discussion in a democratlc

[y

society. To put the Alberta case in perspective,»this chapter traces
the development of newspapers from their original role as subservient
creatures of .the state to their present_p051tion as 1ndependent and
frequently_hostile eritics_of_authority; ‘The focus here is on the 1ib-

ertarian theory“bf the press, which sees newspapers as an important:

'element in the general debate on public issues. Social Crediters,/it

-will be shoyn, were not alone in finding fault with ‘the performance of

’ newspapers‘under this libertarian approach. The chapter also discusses

the role of the press in a democratic system and how- the press is per-
ceived by pOllthianS, who are eometlmes tempted to bring it under

their control.
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Like so many of this coudﬁry's institutions, Canada's free press
tradition dyraws heavily on the Briti;h pattern, wﬁich; in turn, slowly
develo;ed ééter a prqtracted.s:fuggle against government control and .

. licensing. Initially, a ver tight rein was kept on allvprinting to
ensure that what waé published reflected tﬂe official view of church or
State. fhis metgod OEIcontrol, which pelongs to what has bégn called
tﬁg-;uthoritarian theory of the press,'developed in thé late ﬁgnais—

sance period.

> In that society, truth was conceived to be, not the product
of the great mass of people, but of a few wise men who were in
a position to guide and direct their fellows. Thus truth was
thought to be centered near the center of power. The press
therefore functioned from the top down. The rulers of the time
ufed the press to inform the ppople of what the rulers thought
they should support...0Only by special permission was private
ownership of the press permitted, and thisrpermission'could be
withdrawn any time the obligation to.support the royal pol-
‘icies was considered to have been dishonored.? . . ’

LWhileAmodern ﬁhgory sees a vaiuable i-le for the press in report-
iﬁg, explaining and Criticaily examiﬁiﬁg g . crnment aétivifiés{,the'
equylsystem of ﬁatenﬁs'aﬁd licences wa§,designed tobkeep thg presé
from looking toa closely gt too ériticall? a;'whatvthe ruigrs were dof‘
ing. Ri?efé andASchraﬁmlpoint out that since éhose persbns,witﬁ a 1li-
éenée to-pr?nt enjoyé&'a monopoly or other Senefits, they were'quite
: likgly~to publish'whét their,rulers wanted to see.3 Also to be con-
"éidered; of.cdursé, was what might hapben to theﬁ if they published un-
licensed material: }_‘ | y ///' H

In the reign of Charles II a printer's'right hand was slowly
burned off, he was then disembowelled\and hung [sic]. Finally
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his head was cut off--all sanctions designed to’ diqcourage
the rapid prowth of free editorial opinion.%

Thus, during its first two hundred years, printing served primarily as
/ ,
"another tool to promote unity and continuity within the state.'"” In-
. / ’
; / ; .
itially,/control rested with the crown. But by the middle of the seven-

;
/

teenth’centnry, Parliament, having slowly acquired more freedom of ex-

pression itself, assumed. the task of regulating what was printed. The

reStrictiye'viewpoint prevalent during the period is conveyed in the

\ v

/;yrds of one state licenser, who said he opposed a public newspaper
/because it

; ..makes theé Multitude too Familiar with the Actions, and Coun-
» sels of their Superiors; too Pragmaticall and Censorious, 'and
gives them, not only an. Itch, but a kind of Colourable Right
and License, to be meddling with Government,6

' was not until about the middle of the seventeenth century,

f, after the Star Chamber was abolished, that the first regular reports of

events in Parliament began to appeat.. Even: in those'early days, pol-

\
\

iticians took strong exception to whiat was written about them. Samuel

Pecke, one of the first journalists to report events at_Westminister,

v

was jailed twice for the interpretation he gave to'certain speeches.

The meaning was all too clear. From his puni hment, as well as the

)

'harsh penalties imposed on other reporters and rrinters for similar of-

0

fénces, "{t became evident that Parliament, tco, had little use for a

ree press.'
(4
/ " One of the strongest and most eloquent attacks against publishlng

/ restrictions in this early perilod came from Milton, who encountered

. . . RS
-~ - : :
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Puritan censorship when, deserted by his wife after a few weeks of mar—
iage, he published pamphlets defending an individual's right to seek a
" divorce. Milton -appealed to Parliament, urging freedom on the grounds
that truth would emerge.

And though all the windes of doctrin were let loose to play

upon ‘the earth, so Truth be in the field, we do injuriously by

licensing and prohibiting to misdoubt her strength. Let her

and Falshood grapple; who ever knew Truth put to the wors, in
a free and open encounter.

Milton's plea .was followed a few years later by a petition from the
Levellers, who recommended that Parliament revoke all ordinances
against free printing.
.if Government be just in its Constitution, and equal in its
dlstributions, it will be good, if not absolutely necessary for

them, to hear all. voiceS\an\ Judgments, Wthh they can never do
. but by giving freedome to the Press

But this kind of thinking was far ahead of %ts time. ' It took sev-

eral centuries fer the adthoritarian theory,bf the press to fade away
: , _ \ 4

in England. Prior censorship was eventuéllfﬁabaﬁdoned ﬁot because of
any change in attitude towards press freedom but simply because the
sheer volume of published material became too‘cumbersome to check. By
the end of the seventeenth century, licensing'was.ended, a milestong
event in the history of. the freedom of the press. qup once authorities
gave up'thése kinds'of prefﬁdblicétion control, thé&ﬁtfied to hold the
press in check with punishment after publication,'imposing-harsh libel

and sedition laws. Again there was a long>struggie-before thfngs im-

proved; it was not until well into the nineteenth centﬁryﬁthat truth

'
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was accepted as a defence in British libel cases.

As authoritarian.control weakened, there gradually took shape a
wholly new coneept of the press, based on. the llberal approach to man
and his role in society. Thanks in large part to the Enlightenment,
which challenged authority in certain fields and stressed reason and
freedom, man came to be viewed as a rational being‘who could search out
truth for himself rather than depend on what was dictated to‘him by the
vrulers. The press was considered part of this search for truth, Cre—
senting different Viewpoints and arguments on government and other
aspects of the contemporary scene. Thus developed the libertarian
theory, in which the underlying purpoée of the press was

...to help discover truth to assist in the process of solvlng

political and social problems by presenting -all manner of ev-

idence and opinion as the basis for decisions. . The essential
characteristic of - -this process was its freedom from govern-

ment controls or domination

There is no'éuggestidn in thia theory that the press was to re-
place the authorities as the source of all: truth. Rather, says
‘iebert, the idea here was to expose the public to a great deal of in-
rormation and opinion, some of it possibly true, some possibly fals
and some a mlxture of both. Ultlmately, the public could be tru:
to "dlscard that not in the public 1nterest and to accept that which
served the needs of the indiv1dual *and of the society of whlch he is a
part.”12 ’As for the state, its chief functlon-was.to maintain a

. : * e S
stable framework within which the free forces of individualism...

(might)‘interact nl3



This libertarian approach did not suddenly Blossom during one warm.
summer of Enlightenment.. Rather it'évolvedlover centuries, as man him-
self sought greater personal liberty, a fuller opportunity to shape his
own life and to develop his-personality. Descartes, who Believed‘so
strongly in the power of human redsQn, was one of the fi;st philos~-
ophers to establish guidelines foé thigvhew approach. In England,
‘Locke was a central figure, halding that ultimate sovereignty lay witQ
the people.' His theories |

.. eventualiy penetrated the deeply ingrained ‘itude of the

governmerit toward the press, and for the flrst time in English

history the phrase 'freedom of the Eress .acqulred a respect-

able as well as a concrete meaning.

By the end of the eéighteenth ;entury, several members of Parliament and

others had banded together in support qf f;ee expressioﬁ,‘adoptiné a

resolution that asserted liberty of the press was a "right insepa;éble

from the Prinéiples of a free‘goVernment,~and essential to the security .
wl5 '

of the British constitution. At the same time, Erskine argued the

case in court., Defending Thomas Painé, charggd with seditious libel

'

for The Rights of Man, Erskine said the propdsition he wished to main-

tain as the basis of liberty of the press was

...that every man, not intending to mislead, but seeking.to en-—
lighten others with what reason and conscience, however erro- -
neously, have dictated to him as truth, may address himself to
the universal reason of a whole natiom, either upon - the . subject
" of governments in general, or upon- that of our own particular

country .16 >

In the mid—hinefeenth century, Mill added his eloquent voice to the -
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cause. :Attacking censorship in his essay On Liberty, he said the pec-

uliar evil of silencing the expression of an opinion is that

.it is robbing the human race; posterity as well as the ex—
istlng generation; those who dissent from the opinion, still
more than those who hold it. If the opinion is right, they
are deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth;
1f wrong, they lose, what is almost as great a benefit, the
clearer perception and livelier - 1mpre551on of truth, produced
by its collision with error. 17

'

' In the words of both Mllton and Mill we see one of. the essential
l .

elements of the libertarian concept the notion of exchanging views, of
testing opinions by subjecting them to other opinions--the so-called
free market place of ideas.. As people_gradually extended their freedom
and ultimately attained, through the vote; the power to govern theﬁ-

selves, it was only natural that government would come to be closely

examined, dlscussed and criticised in this market place. ‘The press con-

)
tributed to the debate by helping to supply information and opinlons.

\‘J

“The 11bertar1_1 theory found the polltlcal climate particularly

congenial 1n the Unlted ‘States, where freedom of the press was con-
sidered so essential to the democrath system- that it was one of the

libeérties guaranteed in the First Amendment to the newly-drafted Con-

stitution. The First Amendment, said Hand, presupposes‘that "right
conclusions are more likely to be gathered.out of a multitude of

tongues than through any kind of authoritarian selection."18 To Amer-

icans, a free press was seen as another check on the power of govern-

\
P

. ment.

The theory of the Founding Fathers was that the press_shonld

a
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be the watchman on theﬂwalls, that power corrupts, and'tne more

power there is, the more there should be an outside skeptical

eve watching the operations of the men who exercise power. 19

As for Canada, Kesterton~traces the development of freedom of the -
press ln thls‘country througn‘four distinct time periods.zo Fron 1752
to 1807 in British North America, the press played a subservient role
in the political system. (The perlod covers the establishment of news-
papers in what eventually“became Canada's six most easterly provinces,
beginning with the Halifax Gazette, which appeared in 1752,) Relying
‘heavilxlon government support of one kind or—another, newspapers
rarely took issue with the ruling authorities. |

Between 1807 and 1859, the gains made in press freedom were tbe
"accompaniment of the new spirit of vigorous independence which an-
imated the responsible government movement. n2l Newspapers began to .
challenge the right of authorities to dlctate what could or could not
be published. Bu :there were no gains without pain%—pnysicaf, mental
and financial. Edigorsvand publishers were jailed or fined, presses
were smashed and, in one case; type was thrown into Lake Ontario.
Thls period saw the initial development in Canada of the libertarian
theory of the press, with its emphasis on the need for all kinds of
viewpoints and opinion 1n solving problems and’ dlscoverlné truth. The
basic bellef was that man, as a'ratlonal being,‘could be trusted to
make a‘Jud1c1ous choice from the views and arguments presented--what
-became.known as. the self;righting processr

Although'freedom from government control or interference is an
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\

integral'ﬁatt of the libertarian theory, it has always been recognized

“that the press,.like the.ordinaryisltizen, must be subject to some re-

~

strictions. Generally, the belief has been that effective safegnards

are provided by a mnation's laws. 'In dealing with this subject, Black-

' stone held that a ftee press was ''essential to the nature of a free
state'; but this meant freedom from pre-publication restraints, not.freej
dnm from puniShment if criminal matter were published.23 Every.free man
can exﬁ%esa his views, but "if he publishes what 1is improper, mischie-
vous, or 1llegal he must take the consequences of his own temet—

ity.... "24 Nobody, says Thomsom, declares that the press has any ab-

\

solute right to publlsh what it chooses to print:

-

.The privileges of newspapers are subject to the same laws that
prohibit any publlc dissemination of malicious libel, false-
hoods or obscenlty .On the other hand, it is fundamental to
the continuance of polit1ca1 liberty that there should be the
right to express opinions and to advocate views which, however
distasteful to the government in power, are nevertheless hon-
estly held and deeently pr0cla1med 25

In Canada, development of legal controls marked ‘the thlrd perlod
deserlbed by Kesterton, from 1858 to 1900 ‘with the adoptlon and amend—
ment of libel legislation by both national and prov1ncial governments.

«

These lawsr"gave some certainty to the limits of fteedom and licence
o .~ . .26
within which Canadian jourmalism...(could) function.
It was during the fourth period; from 1900 to 1967 (when Kester-
ton's book was published), that the libertarian theory of the press

came into full'bloom.27 Press censorship and licensing belonged.to the

ast.. Now control of the press was to rest in the 'sense of responsib-
P tT0] cesp
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B (- 2
ility of the journalist and the due process of law."“ﬁ At the core of
: o

the theory was the idea of a free press——the belief that every man and
' \

-woman would be better off if the transmission of fact and opinion were-

i

left free from government ;nterVention, thus making freedom of inform-
atign "an essential part“ef any éystem of democracy.”29

The theory was well established by the eime Aberhart's Social
“Credit party assumed power in Alberta. But not everyone was satisfied
Qith the way the theory worked in practice. -Some people, whatever
their views on the role of news@apers‘in aldemecratic system, claimed
that freedom of the press“wae abused. In their view this freedom
was. really a licence to report news.ﬁalsely, to misrenresent to crit-

<icise unfairly. Ferguson detected a "growing spirit of ‘cynicism and

ddstrust about the newspapers entering.our*homes,' an attitude he sug-

\
.

gegted was the result of the '"basic distrust of a democracy of any con-
centyation of power. 30 In the United States, cr1t1c1sm of the press

n force and xntensity in -the twentieth century, with con-

cern over_pgblishers propagating‘theiriown views on.gglitieal and ec~
onomic matters at-the expense of opposing opinions 3l Ickes charged
vthat too often the p051tlon taken by the Press on questions involv1ng
social reform and fundamental human rights of the great mass of people
waé.”dictated by narrowly financial rathervthan byupublic;consider-
ations."32 He clainee the general fallure of the American press ‘to
treat great'issues fairly and hdneetiy was ;particularly eyident in.the
fields of politics and econemies.

:Aberhart and a good'numbef of his supporters were among those dis-



28

satisfied with the press performance, using their complaints as justif-
ication for efforts to give the government some' control over what was

publisheéd in the newspapers. 1In a CBC radio address on "The Freedom

>

of the Press," Aberhart said no one could deny the tremendous power of
the press~for good or ill, but he noted that fire, which had a similar

kindyof power, needed to be carefully controlled.33 The quéstion to be

s

decided was not whether the press should be free, but rather was free-

dom of the press "properly conducted in 1its regular channels.' 34\\At

’ \

- another point the premler said examlnation of ‘some of the popular cries

for freedom and liberty would show that too often they were “cries for

u35 .

privilege, lawlessness and gangsterdom. Aberhart's complaints about

Alberta newspapers, as well as the actual performance‘ot the press in
reporting the Social Credit movement and‘government w111 be eﬁamlned
in a laterZEhapterf But to understand the press attltude towaéﬁg Social .
.Credit, to apprecrate the reasons for the’ underlying hbstility; it is
necessary to study another aspect of the deuelopment of :;wspapers.

6ver the years, while struggling to throw off the controls of gov-.
.ernment,'neyspapers ifh such western democratic countries as Britain,
United States and Canada,.became very.much a part ofvthe free enterprise
system. Long after licensing was removed,'somernewspapersnremained in-
struments of government by accepting. financial support. Even the pres-
tigious Times of London was not.above'taking money from a gerrnment‘.
in return for editorial support'36. In Canada, the practice continued
into the early 19305, with Prime Minister R. B. Bennett paying off the P

37

deficits of a Western daily, But most newspapers had to make their

LT
g
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own way, relying on what their readers paid per copy and the revenue
received from the sale of advertising space.

Like others in the market place, newspaper proprietors turned out
‘a product and hoped to makeba profit in return. They succeededior
failed according to their ability to meet the needs of the'marhet—-that
is, to provide people with a newspaper they wanted to read. Thus, as

Ferguson says, a newspaper's business practices and its atte: “~n to
g say pap and 3

both solvency and profit became "indistinguishable from»the p - s

of any other segment of a private'enterprise'world;"38 With ti. groe

of circulation and the heavy costs involved in publishing, newspap -s

became big bUSiness and not unnaturally, publishers began to think ac

g bu51nessmen. This led to the establishment of a "sympathetic bond be-

e

tween newépapers and other branches of bu51ness. 39 Newspapers; after
all, relied on other businesses for advertising revenue;vwhat‘was good

for those businesses was also good for the,newspapers.

.Aiong with this business outlook, newspapers have’ also tended to.

adopt a conservative political philosophy _Porter says.they support

the‘status‘guo over a wide ‘range of soc1al and economic policy 140

‘Presumably, if a newspaper succeeds in the free enterprise system, its

owners .do not want to see that system changed. The. press, therefore

@ ~

~is certainly not ‘among the first to advocate soc1al changes and econ- |

‘omic ref.orms."41

The bond with husiness'and this conservative viewpoint made it

almost ‘inevitable that Alberta newspapers would be extremely'sceptital

of the Social Credit movement, with its radical plans for changing the
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‘economic system and its attacks on big businees. As for Aberhart and
his followers, scepticism about the Social Credit scheme was, anathema,
-Thus the stage was set for confrontation;

The relatlonship between the press and government in a democratie
system does not follow any one pattern It.is'often said especially
1nlthe United States, that the press and government are adversaries.
The concept of newspapers\serving as an. arm of government, of being

subservient to authorities, has not been part of the Amerlcan exper-

(- ‘

ience. Washington, for example, charged the press with "wilfyl and
malignant misrepresentation,"42 while his successor accused newspapers
of "narrow_bigotry...most base, vu%\/; sordid scurrlllty 143 Godkln
says the two princlpal funcrlons of the press are supplying the news
‘and” crltltlslng the government ( the incessant, vigilant, remorseless
-turning over, day by day, of the acts of men in power") 44

This adVersary theory, however, does not hold true im alil cases

and{Canada has 'seen some notable'departures-from it. It is extremely

-
o

donbtful, for instance, that an adversary relatlonshlp ex1sted between ’

At the beglnnlng ‘of the century, most’ newspapers in

Canada clearly 1dent1f1ed themselves as Conservatlve, Liberal or Re-

R
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form,[‘7 and this commitmént meant they generally weré Qn_friendly terms
with p?liticians belonging to the pafty theyvsupported. An édvefséry
relationship presumably existed only when another party governed. OQver
fhe years this idenfifiq;tion.with‘party gradually became less pro-
nounced;'conscious of the need to maintain maximum circulation, pub—
lishers wished to avoid alienating that section of ;he population fa-
:voring another éarty:b Inbgeﬁeral, the presé—goverﬁment rélationship

in a democracy is an uneasy one. ‘When newspapers are serious about

O

their reéponéibilities, ;hey‘follow the activities of government with
g,sﬁspiciéus yigilance. For theirvpar;; governménts andipoiiticians,
.as we shall see, have theif own reasons férlkeeping‘a close watch
on the press. One study concluded that frictiqn between the two is

inevitable.

The'aﬁtitude of goyérnmeﬁté and politicians toward the press is
shgped to a great e#tent by their pgr;éption‘of“thefmedia as a'méjof
_channel of communicatiqn to the public ana what éhis means in terms. of
influencing public opinion.- Ugderstandably; politiciang‘and govern--

ments want the flow of information to ‘the public to be favorable to

~
i .

their own cause. They therefore resent being criticised or having

L

their shbrtcomings and mistakes revealed to the very people on_whoﬁ

.. they rely for electoral support. Because the media are s0 political,

auphorities "seek to. régulate and control them for their own advan-

tage." ? The Commission on the Freedom of the Press put ‘it this way:
~“Every modern ‘government, liberal or otherwise, hés_a specific

position in...(the) field of }degs;vits stability is vulnerable
to critics in proportion to their ability and persuasiveness,
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A government resting on popular suffrage is no exception to this

rule. It alsc may be tempted-~—just because public opinion is a
factor in official livelihood--to manage the 1deas and images
entering publlc debate.so

The Accurate News and Information Act was Social Credit's attémpt to

_ménage the ideas and images enteriag public debate. Other efforts to

manipulate'the media in democratic systems are not difficult to find,

although in most céses they are much less extreme and far more subtle
than theTSocial Credit legisla;ion. Recent American p:eéidents——
Kennedy, Johnson andﬁNixon—;were accused of trying to "manage" the

o~y

news. In Canada, a Libéral MP said the Trudeau government was trying
: o ,' -’51
to "domesticate'" and "Harmess" the press in this coumtry.
Under tp;alitarian rule, the management of information takes ex-.

treme forms. The press in Russia is an instrument of government, a

"collective propagandist, collective agitator...collective organizer."

<~

52

Official "truth" is published by Pravda, organ of the Cqmmunist;pafty,‘

. e ,
and Izvestiya, published under the authority oof the Supreme Soviet. .

publicg both Hitler and Mussolini brought the réspective newsﬁapers of

Germany and Italy under;govgfnment control. The Italian dictator con-

sidered Faspisﬁljournalismﬂés his'”orchesp?a."53 With its Accurate
News'aﬁd‘Infprmation~A;t, éﬁe Aberharf-gdvernﬁght seemed ﬁﬁlbe mdying
in éhis directibﬁ.

'Social Credit's experience with a hostile¥press is not unidue in

North American politics, as will be Seen in the next chapter. What

sets the Aberhart administration aparﬁ from other governments in Can-—

Fascist governments are also careful about what information reaches the
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ada and the United States is ghe actlon‘it took corcope with .unfriendly
newspapers. Aberhart's atrempt to regulate the‘press_and)thus control'
what was published about his Edministration‘tells'a(great deal aboLt
his‘sensitivity to Crlticism,,his intolerance and rhe intolerance.pf
his follooers. .If it had not been for this sensitivity and intollr— .}
ence; it seeé-improbable that the Aberaert administration would have
‘felt compelled to bring in its press leglslation The 1935 election
proved the party did not need press support to succeed at the polls,

and Manning says the government "certainly had no concern’ about the

~ press from,the’standpoint of its politiéal effect."54 Therefore the
explanation for the Accurate News and Informatlon Act appears to lie

in the kind_of'man Aberhart was and in the attitude of his followers.

The next two chapters will explore this further.
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CHAPTER III
THE 1935 CAMPAIGN

Don't let articles in the newspapers condemning Social Credit
influence you, as these papers are but the mouthpieces of the

capitalistic system. ‘ 1
——Social Crediter Mrs. Edith Gostlck

.a vote cast for Social Credlt will be a vote cast for
chaos, confusion and bankruptcy; a vote for disappointment

——Editorial Calgarv Albertan2

The 1935 provincial election was ‘a triumph for Social Credit.
More that fifty-four per cent of Alherta voters who turned out in record
nunbers on that sunny twenty—second da? of August leftvlittle doubt
about their preference for Wllllam Aberhart and thus, implicitly, for-
his new economic scheme. Social-Credit won fifty-six of the sixty-

three seats in the provincial legielature. .Of the remaining seven
seats, five went to the Liberals and two to the Conservatives The
United Farmers of Alberta party, which had held power since 1921 failJ ‘
ed to win a single constituency.

In ach1ev1ng such an impressive Victory, Aberhart s party3 over-
came some daunting handicaps ‘

l; Although the leader and key aides had preached Social Credit
doctrine throughout the province for two years the party had been in
existence as a forma political organization for,only four —and-one-half

months; its founding cRav ntion was held in April in Calgary e

2.  Aberhart, several top associates and virtually all the Social

38
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Credit candidates were political novices, with noexperience'ih'polit—
ical campaigning.

3. Sacial Credit faced nearly unanimous opposition, some of it
extrémely bitter, from the six daily newspapefs in‘the_provinée and
most of‘the weekliés.

~The third poiht, press oppositioﬁ, is the principal concern of
this.chapter. Here we exahinélthe position ado;ted by the ﬁgwspapers
and di;;usé several reasons'why the Alberﬁa press treated Social Credit
with susbicion and even hostility—*including concern ovér what the |
party's proposals might do to the economy, an uneasiness about the in—
tole:ance}shown by Aberhart ;nd his supporters, and a general belief
that_the party was béth anti-establishment and anti—intgliectpai. ‘The
vchapter élsolexplores the reaction ofrABerhar} and his followers to tﬁe.
press pppositiqn. It is argued that the leader's dogmatic approach and
sen;itivity to criticism can be traced to His earlier careers in the
cléssroom aﬁd pulpit, wheré he 'did not.have to contenduwith dissent agd

‘

probing‘questiéns. Anothe;'sectioﬁ assesses press cgﬁérage of the 1935
campaign aﬁd compares the reaction of Social Cfedit with that of other b
parties which h;ve had to contend with strong newspaﬁer opposiﬁién.
Lastly, reasons are offered for the failuré of thé méséive.newspaper
oppésition to stop.Aberhaft'é drive fér power, with speéial attention
to the fole played bylradio and the Social Credit leader's masterful
use of‘that medium. . | | |

To understand Social Credit's early appeal, it is necessary to re-

call the conditions of the time. . According to the Report of the Royél

-
.

©

| \v
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Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations, Alberta suffered less dur-

’
\

ing the depression than the other two prairie provinces, but the pic-

ture here was still bleak.

The incidence of ruinously low prices...was .perhaps more
severe than elsewhere. Owing to the more recent ‘development
of Alberta, fixed debt charges were relatively higher than in
any other province. In addition, farmers had not lad time to
become as well established. Under these circumstances, the
drastic fall in prices of'agriculﬁural products produced a
relatively greater strain on the farming industry and on gov=-
ernments. Alberta's .depression problem was more ome of debt
and high overhead costs than...of widespread destitutiop.

To manf Albertans,lSocial Credit, with its-pledge>of.a montﬁly
dividend ﬁo'pay forjthebnecéssities of life, offered ésray.of hope in
'theipérvasive'economicvgldom of tﬁe beriodl One rural newépaper said
‘Support.for Aberharﬁ was- due in‘large part:to ”dissatisfaction of peo-
ple over the general conditions of .l.:'Lfe.".6 After fi;e years of de-
pression thch had‘takeﬁ thé reéiliency out of human nature and raised .

doubts about whether better times would ever return, people believed

the established economic syst ad\failed and were "seeking new form-

I

. . . 7
ulaes [sic] and inspiration from othdr sources."’' To some, Aberhart

was a savior. One woman wrote to t@e

Just as God chose Moses to lead the children of Israel out
of bondage, so we firmly believe God has also ordained Mr. Aber-
. hart a second Moses, who will lead the people of Alberta into
a better and higher standard of-life and into their rightful
heritage.8 o

" Another woman admitted she did not understand the fine points of the

proposed system, but "“if Mr. Aberhart says it is so, I am sure every-

3



thing will be all right."®

This unquestioning trust in Aberhart and his Social Credit cure
for the province'e economic ills was»net shared by the Alberta news-
bapers. Instead of eccepting Aberhart's Qork’as gospel, as most of
his followers apparently did, the éress was highly'sqepﬁical ana, in
many eases, critical of‘the Social Credit scheme feem‘the moment the .
party was recognized as a serious new foree in Alberte politics. 1Imn
turn, Secial Creditefs, infused with a righteoue missiona;y‘zeal, re—
eenfed the press attitude, seeing inviﬁ further evidence of the mal-
ignant financial ferces they believed fesponsiele fqr the ceuntry's
grim econemie condition. This mﬁpual dislike and distrust increased
es'the 1935 campaign progressed.

What shoeld.be noted first qf‘all about the'press opposition to
Sociai Credit is that it cut ecross all ideoldgical and other di}fer—
ences aﬁoeg ehe newspapers.in the prdvince.' Publications which had
= .
traditionally differed along Liberal-Conservative lines‘suddenly found
themselves on the same eige in 6pposing this radical new ehird force
in Alberta po;itice.* The Herald and the Journal, for example, had
staunchly sypporﬁed the Conservative cause from the.earliest days of

provincehoode albeit without much suecess. The Edmonton Bulletinlo

end the Albertah, on the other hand,‘loyally beeked ehe Liberals. All-
four initially opposed the "clase government".(a term faVo;edey each‘
of the,newspapefs) of tﬁe UFA, but by.l93b‘both Fhelﬁulletiﬁ and the
Albertan were calling for ﬁhe fus;en of the UFA and Liberal parties.

" In 1935, the four again found common . cause against Social Credit. Bt



the opposition to Aberhart went beyond newspapers which supported the

old line parties. The weekly Alberta Labor News, which ;s the voice
of oréénized labor iﬁ the province might be expected to favof ra&idal
changes in the economic system,.ﬁaé‘as criﬁical‘és the "capitalist
press" qf,Aberhart'svplan to reshape the Alberta sy;tem7 City and
country were élso of o¥e voige. Althougﬁ they served different mérkets
and héd essehﬁially different viewpoints; the weeklylnewspapers in the
small centres and the city dailies were in accord over the pew‘move—
ment and_igs leader. |

The point here is tﬁat th Tess opposition to Social ‘Gredit was
not an isolatéd phenoménoﬁ, limied to oné area or one group. It

spanned the province. And it was found in newspapers of all sizes and
) ’

all shades of political coloring.. This hafdly can be conSidered a
freak coincidence or the result of a nefariousﬁ;lot by newsﬁaper pro-

prietors. Rather, it segms to point to sérious weaknesses in the Social
k “, ) - [

Credit scheme that many AlD€rtans failed to see or chose to overlook in

their desperate de§ire.£o escape frdm‘the’hardship and énguish-of fhe
' depreséion. »
Social Credit Qas primarily an ecpnomic ﬁhilosophy, and it Waslohz
on economic grOunAS that  the pfess éoncentratea its attack, althouéh
other aspects of the program were'aléb criticised, as was the leade; ,
himself. Aberhart ﬂad nd'difficulty persuading his followers 'that a

"Social Credit administration would somehow create new wealth to .provide

N\, : : ,
monthly dividends of credit for every Albertan, ‘and it was the promise

of such dividends that aﬁtracted 36'mahy peopie,to the new party.
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But to the province's newspaﬁers the scheme lacked credibility. The

Journal said the Social Credit plan was "founded on economic falla-

cies,"lz while the’Alberta Labor News called it "hocus—pocué‘”13 and a

"crazy credit scheme.."14 The whole plan, said a rural weekly, '"reads

like a falry tale."t?

While Social Credit supporters apparently did not give much thoﬁght
to where the money for the credit dividends would come fréom, the news-

¢

papers believed the scheme could only be financed through massive tax-—

.ation. In the Social Credit Maneal, Aberhert warned that recovery of
’mbeey to finance. the dividends must not become a "giéantic scheme of _}
. Id . ’
taxation.”l6 Yet cleatly that was what the Social Credit program .re-
quired, except that Aberhart carefully avoided the offensive word
"tax" and instead said the government would collect eyﬁlevy” from pro-
ducers and distributors.. The Joutnalbestiﬁated the necessary taxetien
would be nearly ten. times the revenue the province: was then receiv1ng
from all sources. 17 There ;as general agreementv:n the press that the
farmer, as the major producer in an economy heavily dependest on agric—‘
ulture, wauld be forced to carry the biggest shar~ of the Social Credlt
levy The Hanna Herald warned fermers pf-a ‘rude awakening" if the
Aberhart plan wete attempted.18 The same. kind of message was carried
"by the city dailies; Although not as concerned as the rural newspapers

about farm problems, they probably reallzed Aberhart s support was

strong in the rural areas of the province.

\
i

One of the factors contributing’ to newspaper scepticism over Social

Credlt was Aberhart s refusal to spell out details of his program. In-

1



itially, he talked in vague terms about creating money out of the end
of a‘feuntain pen, or telied on a simplistic analogy, likening the
proposed Credit scheme and money flow to the human circulatory system.
When questioned, he either refused to answer or merely tried to assure
his listeners that the system would work. But this did not convince
the newspapets. Doubts would per51st,_said the Bulletin in the mid-
 dle of the capaign, until the leader explained "a good deal more

clearly than he has yet done." 19

As the election approached it became
clear that Aberhart did not in fact have a step—by—step plan fbr im-
.plementing Sacial Credit. He teld voters that they really did not have
to understand bociai Ctedit to Qote for it,‘and promised the government
Qeuld hire experts to put the scheme into dperatiOn. This, said the
Herald “was a case of ‘the blind: leading the blind, w1th Aberhart trying
to ‘make voters belleve that v1n some tutufe time some unknown body of
'expeits' may be able‘to produce a ‘planf of sqcial credit out of a
hat.".z’(0 - B |
There'was also the question of the leéality of Aberhart's pro-
posal When the movement s founder, MaJor C. H. Douglas, was questioned
by the legislature's Agrlcultural Committee in 1934, he expressed
doubts ‘as to whether his plan could be put into Qperation by a govern— .
ment Yacking sovereign power. For their patt the newspapers were sure
‘the d1v151on of powers under the British North America Act would not
allqw a province to tamper yith the money system'and currency, fields

'assigned exclusively to the federal government. The Journal suggested

the only wav a province could obtaln the necessary power to carry out
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the Social Credit program would be to withdraw from Cpnfederation.“

Economic¢ and cpnstituticnél considerations aside, the press had’

other féasons for disliking.Social Credit and its leader. One of the
bmqst disturbing aspgcts of tbe‘pérty was it$ stern, fréquenﬁly hostile,
attitude towards those who criticised or held contrary views.‘ As early
as April, shortly’aftérAtHéAparty's founding convention, Aberhart be-
gan urgiﬁg followers to//ancel thedir subscrlptions to the Ferald

(He avoided using the term ”boycott " but that is what he actually was
promoting.). He charged the newspaper.was misrepresenting.the Social
Crédit movement , although in its extensive,coverage of the Célgafy\
convention, the Herald devoted two—and—onééhalf columns to a verbatim
tex; of Aberhart's addresé, and pubiished as well the texts of resol-
utions and the ten-point parﬁy platform. ﬁndoﬁbtedly; however, it'wés'

the unfavorable editorial comment in the newspaper that provoked Aber-

“

hart.

Confronted by questioners at campaign meetings,'Aberhart sometimes
called on the chairman to conclude the session haétily. Other times
‘ | " W : 22 .
he urged the sudience to "howl down' the questioner. He diud not want
the Social Credit scheme discussed or debated; there was one official

line, and no supporter was to stray from it.

...Mr. Aberhart has .been heard on more than one occasion  to.
publicly warn his speakers against...discussion. He has.
“threatened over the radic to 'disqualify" those of his speak~
ers who persist in entering into debates or discussion with
opponents.,.his speakers have been heard to reply to a ques-—
tion from the audience with the statément "I am no. here to
‘answer questionsL I have said what I Was told to say and
that is all I am here to do."23
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Support for Social Credit turned into an intolerant frenzy, and
it became virtually impossible to reason with the faithful. Abuse was

heaped on those who dared to raise questions or eXpress different

views. - All who stood against the Social Credit plan'&ere "Yellow
' >

a3

dogs.”za A group established to oppose the party, the Economic SafetyA

League (ESL), was branded by one Social Crediter as the "Elevated So-

125

\

iety of Lunatics. The leader himself seﬁ the tome for such slurs,

referring to the United Fdarm Women of Alberta as the "Undernourished -

\

Fool WOmen of Alberta ~-a remark he repeatedl& apologized for later.
- As one of the main forces of oppo81t10n, the press came under

’ frequent&frre. No'attenpt was made to answer the points raised in ed- -

itorials or to argue ;HeiSoeial Credit caae rationally. Instead, the

newspapers were ridieuleéjas the tools of theumoney‘barons, as the

mouthpieces offthe despiaed ruling clique; the "Fifty Big Shots."

When reporters COOR thelr places.at the press table at Social Credit

canpaign.néetings, they‘were booed and jeered by the hostlle crowd.
.During the 1935 campaign‘the ninds of}Social Qrediters_seemed‘to \

snap shnt like steeludoors, . These people simply did not‘want to hear

anything but the gospel aceordlng to Aberhart. The prevailing - attitude

among the falthful can be seen in a pledge proposed by the party's

weekly newspapéf: the Alberta Social Credit Chronicle. It said in

-

part: ’ 4 » v

1 | _ , y

"I pledge myself to discontinue to listen in any way, shape
or form to propaganda, radio-or newspaper, which are [51c]
poisoning our minds ano are opposed to Soc1al Credit.
\

\
\

\



Even thé‘ﬁarty's.leader théught this was going a bit too far and di;—‘”
approved(of supporters using é chain letter containing fhe'pledgé, al~
though the spirit of thé'plédge was entirgly in kéeping with his own
Jtoléran; efforts to eliﬁinate discussion and debate.
Aberhart's attitude and tactics were vaguely worrying to the
press, suggesting as they did a totalitétian'cast of mind. Again it
is necessary ﬁo recall the era. In 1935 two Europeén dictators wéré.
yery pgch_in the news——BenifB Mussolini in Italy, wﬁose army was poised
for thehautumn'invasion of,Ethiopia,'and Adolf Hitler; who was covet-
ously eyeing the terfitory around his country and preparing for war.
Hitler had come tovpowef only .two years'earlier, climaxing a campaign

that proved his oratorical skill in manipulating‘crowds and his ruth-

ssenters.

lessness.in dealing with oppbnents and
Aberhart yas‘élso a'spellbindiné speaker who knew how to play on
the emotions of his audiences. As well, h éould noﬁ tolerate cfit~
icism or contra: Lews. fhe!newspapers werg quick to poing out what,
‘they perceived asvsimilarities'in the approaches of thé two men. When
Abérhart at;empf&d)tb get'his followers to boycott theHerald, the news-
':)papef said he had invoked.a;ﬁost.dangegohs precedent and‘given the
people a "forgtaste of the ﬁitlerism‘which will-prevai¥.if he ever
secures control of the p%o;inéial admini'str:ation.'j'28 Qtﬁer newspapers
saw the Hitler tﬁudhvin.Abgrhart‘s meghodﬁgf choosing candidates for .

tﬁe election (the ultimate ‘Selection was made by the leader and his

central committée).. At the conclusion of the party's founding conven-

tion in Calgary, the Alberta Labor News commented:

3
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...aﬁybne who listened to the frenzied harrangge»of the Calgary

Man at\che clos'ing session of his Calgary convention, or who

examines the method by which his candidates are to be chosen,

must see -th the Aberhart methods a great resemblaqce to the

demagogic appeal and dictatorship techniques of Herr Hitler.<
Two years later, when Aberhart tried to regulate the press, the news-
papers agéin likened him to the Ggrmaﬁ FueHrer.‘

Beyond the specific pointé of objeétion raised by the editorial-
ists,_tﬁefe Qere‘some fundamental reasons why the press tﬁrned against
.Social Credit. First of all, Social Credit was basically an anti-
establishment movement, its aim being to make radical changes in the
existing‘egonbmic system. ' Aberhart saw the source of the economic,l
~trouble in Canada in the power ana influence of the business and fi-
nanciél intétests which, in his view, ran the country and accumulated
.vast amounts of money through profiteering and exorbitanf interest S
' rates. These interests made up the "Fifty Big Shots," who were con-
'vstantly attaékéd (though ne&er ideﬁtified) by the leader anq_other
‘party spokesmen. Social Credit wanted to loosen the grip of these
big shots by issuing state credit and.imposing a "just price" on ali
goods aﬁdbse;vice;. ' : &

In taking an anti-establishment line, Social Crediéivirtually
assured itself of oppgsition.from'the'preés}‘which, iﬁ city and town,
was part of the estéblishmenﬁ. The previous chapter bréught out how
newspaperS'developéd and, to var&ing degrees, %rospereﬁ Lnder the ex-
yis;ing economic sfstem. Although that syStém was disastfously éut of i

joint in 1935, they were still very much committed to it and not in-

. c¢lined to embrace something~new, untried apparently dnworkéﬁlgl _ &S

'
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Their generally conservative approach reinforced this reluctance to

support radical change.

In the middle of a devastating depression, the establishment could

not believably argue that everything was for the best in the best of

all free enterprise worlds. However, it could--and did-—argue that
. N ' ' o
things could be immeasurably worse 1f Social Credit's political and ec-—

onomic amateurs were given ‘an opportunity to introduce their baffling

reform scheme. Newspapers reported depositors transferring their
p

savings to banks outside the province and investors holding back funds

. until the outcome of the vote was known. A Social Credit victdry,

' )
warned the Journal, would mean "demoralization of the whole economic

130

‘1ife of AlBerta. The'busiaess community was so.@rdubled over tbe-
pr;speet of the.new party Qinning thevAugust electioﬁ‘that both the
‘Calgary Boafd of Trade and the Edmoatdn Chamber of Commerce, two sdé—
posedly apolltlcal organizatlons, took the Unusual step of issuing
pub]lc statements on Social Credlt in the mlddle of the campaign. The'
copcerds expressed iq.these critical statemgnts were' r%markably.sim—
ilar todwhat so@e of " the dewspapers were'sayidg editor:ally. It was

-4

clear the establishment was united in trying to throw Hack the Social

-
i

Credit -assault.

A second major factor in the press attitude towards Social Credlt
Qas the party's lack of intellectual credentials. Aberhart's whole
appeal was based Qﬁ emotions rather than sound" reasonidg He attemptedi
vto sway a desperate people w1th the promise of a monthly dividend to

pay for the necessities of life but was unable to explaln in a logical
~ . :
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way how the sys'tem woulﬁ:ggr;j\ Fledgling political parties that have a

E reasoned -and thoughtfui approach to society's problems are able to at-

\

tract members of the intellectual community (the Parti Quebecois and
“the CCF are two examples), and differences withnopponents can be
argued and debated rationally. But Social Credit held no such atitrac-

tion. While there is no hard evidence, it is said\the movement found

. . \

its main support among the poorer and less educateq element in Alberta

an element more open to demagogic appeals. 1In dﬁw/assessment of %OClal
’Credit in the piovince, Major'Douglas wrote:

The character of the population, chiefly agricultural in

interest and more than one=third of 1t drawn from the German

and Ukrainian farming and Peasant stocks, renders it specif-
ically vulnerable to mass agitation.3l : ' 1

\
\
|
|
1

To the better educated section of the population, ‘the Social
Credit program, seeming to promise something for nothing, simply did

not make any sense, it was an 1nsult to the intelligence The Herald s

over- all attitude towards the new doctrine is summarized in a commeno

i
-

|
the general manager made to one of the reporters-—"the whole thing 1s

crazy. n32 It was natural, therefore, for the PTess -to attack Social i

Credit S program on intellectual grounds, attempting to show the. publi&
that there was really nothing ofisubstance behind all the words that |
rolled so smoothly out of Aberhart S mouth. ' Towards the end of the
197- “"ﬂpaign the Albertan said that many readings of the‘Social
¢ g ctform left the impression that it was "full_of sound and tury,x
; 13 e . v !

s Gl '1oth1r1r

iaving ~-am ood o press cpposition to Social Credit, it is time
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to consider tne man at the centre of the controversy that swirled about

the new party. The purpose here is to determine what factors or forces

shaped the leader who set the tone for the l935>campaign. In howling

down questioners, in slnrring opponents, in refusing to listen to arg-

uments or criticism, Social Creditefs took their lead from Aberhart, .a
2 - -

man they considered a messiah. But why was the leader himself so sen&

// w

sitive to unfavorable eomment, so intolerant of those who disagreed
with him? khe answer lies in Aberhart's earlier careers as a teacher-
principal and fundamentalist preacher. _ . -
Aberhart34 was born end.educated in Ontario. He faught in that
provincerfor several years end'then moved to Caléary in 1910 with his
wife and two daughters. . After a brief period of teaching) he served
as prinoipal of threeisehools in succession, the last one being Cres-
cent Heights High School, where he remained until his political actlv;
ities took him to -he premler office in Edmonton. ‘
N A - Irving records the comments and impressions of Aberhart';‘col—
leagues ano students during the principal's years at éreseent Heights.35
| There is ‘general agreement that he waseefficient.and‘energetic. How-
eVer,vhe also appears to have been something of a drill mester.who hed
a mechanicel approach to‘teaching.
In addition to his school duties, Aberhart was deeply involved
in religious. actlvitles, first in Bible instruotion then as a mlnis—
ter. His popularlty in this field gave him further opportunity to

--”employ the talent for organization about which hewas so proud (“There's

nothing I'd rather do than organize. It's a hobby with me"). He"

~
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cQaé a guiding-force in the establishment and development of the highly
successful Caléary Prophetic Bible Conference and the suc;eéding éalgary.
Prophetic Bible Instifuteﬂ However, thg c;edit for the idea of broad-
" casting Aberhart's Sundéy afternoon sermons ; which madékdmxsuch a well-
~known figure, belongs to another official of the Conférence.38
Aberhart{s years as é teacher, principal and preacher did not

prepare him for the'hurly—purly of politics. In the-qlassfoom and in
the Bible institute,.he.had a captive audience and his wofd was'rdrely,
if éver,'chéllenged. Students and churchgoers alike accépted unques-—
tioningly his pronouﬁcements on evérything from mathematiés to biblical
interpretation. But in the pblitical érena, things were very different.
There hts statéﬁents were questiongd, his position criticised. It was
prébably the’fifst time hié autﬁority had ever been opénly challenged,
and he reacted angrily,'hﬁrling abtise ‘at the non-believers.

- Schultz says Aberh;rt was authoritarian infﬁénner and a'scrict
disciplinarian.39 The Social Credit 1eade:'s dogmatic approach~can

be seen in the way he Hahdled the correspondence courses cffered by

the Bible Institute.

There was never any‘qﬁest n of ay alternmats pusit.-n to that
provided in the study books. Every q estion had z rigr: and
wrong terpretation and the line of damarcaticn was c ear.40

In politiés, it was in character for Aberhart with his authoritarian

manner and fundamentalisﬁ faith to "wrap his pofitical program in his

piety and press on roughshod over the proteséé of his opponents."a}'

Once‘in the political field, Aberhart tried to pretend that crit-

a
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'icism:really‘did nde bother him, boasting that he had a rhinoceros
hide. 1In her biograbhy of him, Aberhart's daughterlmakes a similar
poinf, saydng her father '"never resented criticism as criticism——only -
: 42 ) ' . |
when he thought it was unfair."” But the opinion of others who knew
him or have studied his career is strongly at odds with this aesess:
ment. They say'Aberhart'was‘vain; thdn—Skinned and extremely sensitive
to unfavofable opinion. He could.stand disapproval less than most
men, says one writer.43..Hargrave,-Who worked with ABerhart for a shqrt
time wheg Social Credit wae in power, described‘him as having“g\d)w
"preacher—sehoolmaster personaliey abnormally resentful of criticism."Aé
It is:the writer's contentlon that Aberhart s hyper sensit1v1ty and’
abnormal resenement of cr1t1c1sm, coupled with’ hlS authorltarlan na-
ture, accounted for both his lntolerance,towards those who did not
" »
share his views and his'abuéive overreaction when his opinidns were
challenged.

- The resentment of Social Crediters towards the press is under-

" staridable, considering the number of newspapers lined up against the
[

party.' Critlcal edltorlals poured out in a steady Stream durlng the
campalgn, sometlmes two.or three a day:‘sometimes on the front page~

as well as on the editorial page. .It was probably the most concentrated
editorlal assadlt'eve; mede'onra Canadian pdlitical party during an

- election. Editorials, howeVer,’efe only opinions; and newspapers are

as entiéiéd as any eitizen to express opinions in a democratic sdciezy.
Whaé is--or what shduld be—of more concern to a political party is ‘

whether the party is given an oppértunity, no matter what the news-—

N
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i

paper's editorial stand, to make i#s views and program known. From
this point of viéw, how did thé Alberta press measure up? The per-
formance éf the province's twg'larges dailies45 gives some iﬁdication.
The Herald and the iournalrwere not pafty newspapers, aithough Bétb.
were long-time supporters of thé Conservative party. They belonged
to the Southam group. but each newspaper determined its o;n editorial
'polic§.46 | ‘
If the Herald peréeived a special folé for itself in the 1935
‘campaign,‘it did not state it publicly.» However; in April, égveral
months before the election, the newspaper made a statemengiindicating-
- e .

its approach to the Social Credit party.' Replying to Aperhart's call
for a boycott of the newspaper because ity allegedly was unfair to him,

the Herald said it was difficult.to discover in what way it had been

unfair to him

-~

...unless it is that we have dared- to counsel the people of
this province to beware of the will-of-the-wisp promises that
.this pulpiteer is dangling before them. We have pointed out
the financial and constitutional weaknesses of his plan as
far as he has divulgéd it, as is the duty of a'hewspaper. At
the same time, we have given generous space to the expression
of views favorable to the Aberhart plan.47 o : ]

At the time it'dénied‘Aberhart's charge of unfairness, the Herald
could probably make a good case for 1its coverageioflthe Social Credit
movement. The founding convention-was reported iﬁ some detail; as has
been noted. As well, the-Hefald‘beggn printing every week or so a .
"féirly representative" saﬁple éf letters on Social Credit, both favor;‘

i
able and.unfavorable.48 This~fogk up all or most of a page. In ad-

-~

T
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dition, perhaps as a reéult of Aberhart's criticism, the newspaper in

der, at no cost,

early May offered a full page to the Social Credijt

‘'to present detailed plans for the application of‘his. policy in the gov-

ernment of Alberta.49 '

But in succeeding weeké, especially during the campaign, theenews-
paper's concern for fairness ,eemed.to slacken.;*In eerly summer it
opened its editoriél and ether pages eo several serdes of columns crit-
ically examining Social Credit proposals, with no. indication there had

)
been an attempt to obtain articles supporting Aberhart' 'S scheme

- of the series ran to twenty-seven articles, another to eighteen. 1In
the latter stages of the campaign, space devoted to Social Credit meet-

ings_becamemﬁﬁm@l,so and the main publicity the party réceived was in

+he form of negative headlines ("Aberhart's Plan Scored By McGeer )(51

As for the létters,on Social Credit, published as a special feature

1"

the Herald said that "utmost fairness" had been shown to wi:iers

v

vocating Social Credit and ''very few letters favqring‘Social Credft

d ll52'

were omitted. But not everyone was convinced:." Irving says

could not help noticing the letters condemning Social Credit wére of a

1

faiily_high'standard, whiie those favoring it were "sg absurd as to

ublication, if

\ .1

suggest that they had been deliberately selected for

l not actually written, by the Herald's staff."53/n

in opposing

t

For its part, the Journal, as adamant as the Heral

Aberhart and his party, appeared to devote considerably re ace in
‘the campaign to coverage of Social, Cre@it meetings and/to the present-

ation of';he'party's views. When Aberhart visit dmonton for a week

N
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towards the endhof,the campaign, the newspapef’carried several stories
on his rallies, some of them almost a column in length and most of
them on a page devoted to the election While the Journal strongly
attacked Social Credit on the editorial page and in several front page
editorials, it also gave Social Credit and the other four major part-
ies54 free space daily (about one-half column each) to outline theL)
policies in a week long politic ~—forum. When .a Social Credit .candid-
ate suggested at one meeting that people should leave newspapers out ~
of thelr“reading habits because the press*was‘not providing correct in-
formation on the movement, the Journal answeredby sayingvthat
.newspapers are not in the habit. df damaging their repnta—

tlon by deliberately misrepresentin /any political cause. 1t

it can be shown that " they have made misstatements they feel

duty bound to correct these. The Journal has never failed to

do so and has devoted much of its space to presenting what the

Social Credit and other partiesegad to say...55 :
The comment by the Social Credit candldate was typlcal, a good ind1c~ .
ation of how that party S supporters felt about the press Eventhen
newspapers carried verbatim policy statements from the party they were
.still accused of misrepresenting the ocial Credit gospel. It took
only a mild editorial comment (and the Herald editorials were anything
but mild) to provoke Aberhart, who apparently was incapable of seeing’
any.rational reasoning behind arguments against his policies. Noting

that Aberhart ‘accused critics of throwing mud at him, the Bulletin

said newspapers had analysed his credit certificates scheme and p01nted

“out why they could not approve of it. "That surely is not mud-slinging,

nor a matter for complaint?"56 Attacks on the Press were not. limited

=
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. v
to the lafger newspapers, supposedly linked to the hated financial in-

terests. When the Alberta Labor News drew attention to the unwilling-

ness of the Social Credit leader to discuss the. dividend scheme, he

accused the weekly of "dirty, low down taccics."57 The Alberta Labor

1

News said \it had tried to bel"scrupulpusly fair," but conclﬁ§éd that
no %riticii% of his proposals could be fair enough 6r&incere enough ''to
escape being termed 'dirty, lpw down tactics' by Mr. Aberhart.”58 Somé
hewspapers were fairer thén‘othé;s in their treatment of Social Credif
céﬁpaign. ﬁut the point is fhat Aberﬁart,ana his supporters maée no
distinction——one question about party policy, one criticai.cémﬁent;-
and a newspaper joined thg ranks of the evil quOsition forces.
Social Credite;s perhaps can be excused for feelingkperse;utéd
. because of the press opposition in thé'l935 campaign.v No doubt it was
E S;}Epirifingfto face.so much unfavorable neQ;ﬁaper comment, especially
;t a time whén ﬁhé party was just getting organized as a new polifical
force. But giveh this, the reaction of Aberﬁart ana His followers to
press oppdsition still appears excessive. Theﬂvirulent étfacks against
the‘newspapefs and the»a;féﬁpt ;o boycott onevdaily ate ngt the éc;ionsz
of'regsonable-people who believe phéy_can win the éupport.of the elec-
.torate throqgh the force of theif argumeﬁts and the jﬁstness of their
cause. Other politicians‘and othgr'parties havéfacéé an 6vefwhelm7;f\a
ingly hoétile'press énd still managed to retaiﬁ‘a Ceftain‘degreg of
equanimity. - T
. 3 ’
A'BotH the New Democratic Pa;ty and its predecessof, the Co-opefative

Commonﬁealth'Federatién, have been generally unhappy with covefage in



fhe 6éwspapéf,and lack of editorial support.59 One party supporter
suggestskfhis failure to receive a "fair break" in the press is a key
fag#or in NDP electoral defeéts.éo Yet, like Social“Credit; both the
CCF and NDP have won provincial elections in the fagg of solid news—l
‘paper gpposition, some of it bitter‘and strident. After his party’'s

fifth straight pro&incial victory in Saskatchewan, Premier T. C. Douglas

expressed wonder at the. outcome. '

' This is one .of the great marvels. We are a party without a
single newspaper, We have no sugar daddies. We have no radio
stations. We just haven't anything.6l ’ '

It can be assumed the CCF government in Séskatchewan‘did not ép—
preEEagé a hostile press aﬁy more than phe Abe%hérf government did.
'Buéfthe'reaction”of the two governments to the criticism and attacks
in the newspapers ;as revealingly different. Ip Saskétchéwan, says
Higéinbotham, the CCF, government "did nothing to muzzie or restrict the
.'p;ess."ﬁzb In Albefﬁa, on the other hand, the Social Credit g;vernment,
. after hﬁﬁeféus threats by its Iéader; tried to imﬁoée éontrols on the
newspapers. | |

In the United States, the Democrats hAVe‘also faced a great deal
of‘newépaper dpposition. ‘Hisfgricall§, most Ameriéan newspapers have
generéll? supported the Republican party. Stevenson believed the Gover—
whélmingAmajofity of phebpress'is‘just against Democrats;..automatic-'
élly, as dogs are against cats."63< Acc;rding to one poll,.when Roos~-

. evelt.first ran for the pfesidency,\in 1932, he had the "active sup-

port" of newspapers‘represénting 38 per cent of daily;circulation in
o v v . : . o . ;

~
s
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f

. . 4
the country, as against §5 per cent for his opponent.6 The Democratlc

-

share dropped when Roosevelt sought his thlrd and fourth terms, in 1940

and 1944, The flgures then were 25 and 17 per cent, respectivelv 65

In 1948, Truman was backed by newspapers representlng only 10 per cent

of daily circulatlon ks his Republican opponent had 78 per dent,

: N « . E . w"
Ickes, for ‘example, baldgthe steady decline in newspaper support- for

Roosevelt reyealed an unprecedented and progressively perilous situa—

Lo ; e ; . 67 : '
tlon requiring pubiic consideration." S: ‘enson said he was "con-

"

siderably concerned".over thevdevelopment of al"one~party press in a

Ftwoeparty country.“68 Yet for all their concern tand'perhaps_bitter~
ness) Democrats did not resort to the- abu51ve name— calllng tactics

of the Social Crediters Nor dld they try to crlpple an oppositton
newspaper by organlzing a boycott agalnst 1t The difference in the

' reaction of the two parties says something about the difference be-
tween them in open~m1ndedness and toleration.

In their determined opposition to Social Credit, Alberta news-
\papers may- have.unni;tingly contributed to the very outcome they tried
_to prevent. For one thing, they provided n concrete target for Aberf
hart‘to attack——nuch to thevdelight of his audiences. As weli vthé

almost solid opposition of the newspapers p0551bly gave Aberhart a cer~

‘tain sympathy vote. Here was a .God-fearing school prlnc1pal trying his

best to improve the hard lot of his depression~stricken_fellow citizens, -
{ \ ’
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and the newspapers were all against him. One Calgary publisher later

N
wondered whether his newspaper had not carried the attack on Social

Credit too‘far.69

The resultsibf the 1935 election are difficult to anaiyse.in these
terms without.additional information. Sécial Credit received 54;2 per
cent of the total populgr vote but only 36.6 per cent in Edmonton
"~ (where the party elected th ﬁembers out of six), as against 58.5 per
cent in Calgary (four members out of’six) and56.3 per cent in the con-
stituencies outside the two major metropolitan areas.70 Did the Herald’
campaign against Social Cre&i; aéfualiy hélp the party in that city?
Or was the bigger Social Credit vote theré due to othe; reasous (for
o example, the fact that the movement began in Caléaryznd Qas based there
throughout its periodlof tremendous growth)? S

If isobvious" the newspapers failed miserably in their effort to
keep Aberha;t's party from power. Leéving»éside the question of how
many Albertans weré prepared to adopt the new economic doctfineﬁsimply
because it offered some hope ofvrelief:from the debilitating depres-
sion, the explanatian for the'preés faiiure appears to 1ié mainly in
Social Crediﬁ's superb political orggnization, the exteﬁsiye tours
ﬁade by the leader and other officials, and the fudl gxpléitatioﬁ\bf é
relatively nev medium of mass communicétion-—radio.

Aberhart's cqnsidérable‘talent_for org;niZation was put ‘to full
" use és his relig;ous activities gradu§}ly evélﬁed‘into the Social Cred-
it'mQQement between 1933,and 1935——in3tructing'potgntial teachers, dis-.

tribdting 1;terature, establishing study groups:> By the autumn of 1934,

Y
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some 1,800 Social Credit groups had been formed.71 "Personal tours were

part of the organizing proeess, and-£3r months before the election was

announced, Aberhart and other leading-figures in the movement criss-

53

crossed the province to spread the message and set up study groups.

When.the election came, Social Credit rallies drew impressive crowds.
/

Ten thousand people turned out for the opening of 'the campaign, a pic-

‘ 'nlc at the Edmonton Exhibltlon Grounds. In one week Aberhart estimated'

he addressed'a total of 15,000 people at meetings in such centres as
72 . ' =

Athabasca and Camrose. . o .

With the established press S0 hostile, Social Crediters tould

turn to their own party newspaper, the weekly Alberta Social Credit,

—

Chronicle, founded in 1934, with Abexhart s blessing. A year later,
when the election campaign got under way, the newspaper had a-eircula~
tion of 13,800. It was unabashedly a party vehicle, with lengthy and
- enthusiastic accounts of - meetings, messages from Aberhart (whose pic-
ture was carried‘week after week when the newspaper began publication),l
and'numerbus-notiees of study group meetings, party.picnics and the
speaking itineraries of officials.

| But\the‘bigéest single factor in,Social Creait's snceessful cam-
paign appears to have been Aberhartls skilful use of radio. Commer-
cial.radio came to Canada in 1922, when two stations opened simul-
taneonsly in Winn{peg.TBE It became instantly popular,’ and bf the mid-
dle of the following year sixty-two commercial broadcasting llcences

had been issued. 74Angt er indication of the appeal of the new medium

is shown by the rapid increase‘in the number of sets in Alberta during
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the first years of tHé~depression. In 1930, there were 21,479 private

receiving licences issued in the province; by 1935, the figure had more

than dpubled——49,107.7S

It was in 1925 that Aberhart began using radio to broadcast the

fundamentalist serﬁons that had won him a.loyal followiﬁg in Galgary.

K _turned out to be as effective on the air as in front Qf his own
congrngtion. His voice had a hypnotic quality, and he was able to
project his forceful personality over the airwaves.76 "Charismatic"
is'prqbably the word we would use today to describe him.

Aberhart ‘as fortunate in his choice of stations, For many years

& -

HREN

' CECN, which biliea,itself‘as "The Voice of the Prairies,’

' was the most

powerful station in the country. Within a decadé Aberhart's radio

77

audience had grown fo an estimated 300,000, and Héva¢ one of the

best-knowu‘radio personalities on the prairies. At one point he was

broadcasting. about five hours every Sundéy.78 By the time he intro-

'

duced Soci;f?Credit theories into his religious b;gadcasts in 1933, ﬁé
. had a large audience of believing‘and willing fqilowers. Most of thé

listenérs, says. Anderson, already looked to Aberhart for guidancezng

éeadgfship in religious matters, and they.wér; "prepéred tg iistén to

4 - .
him about political ‘and economic ‘problems as well."79

In 1?34, Aber-
hart began'broadcasting on Tuesday evening over CFCN as wéli as on -

Sunday. ‘It says sémething for his mastery of the medium and his gifts
.as a ﬁeachef thét'a series of programs déﬁliqﬁiiith the economic sit-

uation became highly'pOpular with listeners. der Aberhaft; the pro-
gram called "The Man from Mars' was.a "sort of édonomic cbmédy‘show."

80

SR
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By the time the 1935_campaign began, Aberhart had ten years of broad-

2

casting experience, and there WS "no device or..technique of the radio

" speakd® that... (he) had not mastered."81 His Sunday broadcasts report-

edly drew more Alberta listeners than the Jack Benny show which fol-

& ' - O

loWed.82

During the campaign, the .broadcasts provided Aberhart with an
unexampled opportunity not only to propagate Social Credit doctrine

but also to deal with critics, without fear of interruption or embar—

2

rassing: questions. ’

.he proceeded to refute the charges with sure answers zad -
'biting sarcasm, with his audience breaking into applause at his °
more stinging counters....Thus his oppc. .ts gave him ammuni-

~tion in various sizes.,.they saw o L. - that he could, by
masterly selection and arrangemen: of his contributions,” de-
velop not only -complete and telli-g refutetions but the most
effective speeches of the campaig:. : )
9 Y
J

At one level, the 1935 campaién‘can be seen ds a contest between
two mass media: thé;press (strongly opposed to Social Credit) versus

radio'(the‘major medium ofimass communication used by Aberhart's
oarty). The actual iﬂfluence of each medium in the campaign has not
) »
a
‘been scientifically studied but research conducted into the influence

of the media iniother elections suggests certain conclusions régarding

tHe'Alberta vote in 1935. - ' L : i

o> - R
P

H

A study of the 1940 United States presidential/election showed

ot

u'that to Lhe extent the formal media exerted any inflhegce atall on the
l . _(.

;v-.~ [

e

\
o

vote intention or.actual vote, radio proved more effective than the
EN f .

'newspAper. 84 It was found that listenars got a sense of personal

R . B ) y"

T
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access from radio which was absent from newspapers; radio came closer

- to establishing a personal'relationship and hence wai/more effective.

Afthough the radio and newspaper ranked abou: th¢ ame as

general sources, the radio was mentioned half agair s fre-
" quently as the single most important source of inlluence.85 |

A certajnzpavallelwran be found between ﬁ%e 1935 Alberta election
and- the 1940 United‘States presidential‘election, as far as the media

Y ’

are concermed In the United States, most of the country's newspapers
batkcd the Republican candidate, Willkie, and the party preferred that
medium Tﬂe Democrats favored radio, and Roosevelt s appealing radio

voice enabled him to exploit radio far more effectively than his op-

ponent.-_s6 In Alberta, as we have seen, the newspapers were solidly

.agaﬁnst Social Credit, while the partyrleaderiused radio with consum-
v : . - ’ R

mate skill.

Pe

In aﬁother study, this one in Elmira, New York, covering the 1948

presidential electlM : was found that the more exposure to_the cam-

pakgn in the mass media, the "more interested voters become and the

B

87

more strongly they come to feel about their ‘candidate." Wi%

tremendous following on radio, it can be assumed that/ﬂhe;hart in

.,/

1935 received more mass media exposure/;haﬁ/hi;’opponents, and, on

-

-

the basis of the: United States experience, thisg conceivably strength— ;

A 88 i - ) Lo -
ened the commitment/of’ﬁis/supporters;,.~ i , o .
. Wha er the reason for the commitment, the neﬂspapers were un-

./

able to change it. This is in keeping with the findings of Sandman,

/'Rubin and~Sachsman, who say the power of the mass media to change

s

L]
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people's minds directly is very limited; people "don't like to have’

their minds changed, and so “hey ign e or misinterpret attempts to do

39

so--usually successfully.’ Th.s the daily editorials and numerous.
b ' RS i,
~rticles by professors ana criticising Social Credit theory quff
L : AR \;i

“Aberhart failed to stop the party frém téking;power. The faith of 53
Alberta voters in the "second Moses'" was just too strong to be shaken,
and, thanké to radio,,thislfaith was province-wide. ‘

In this chapter we haﬁe seen how the press and Social Crediters
vférme&'into opposiﬁg camps during the 1935 election campaign. The

newspapers, defending the existing order, were sceptical and critical

" of the new party and its autocratic leader. For their part, Social .

~
R

Crediters, beliQQSng in their cause with zealous certainty,irefdged

to tolerate any griticism or'questions. The enmity established be-? 7,
tween the‘press and Social Credit iﬁ the 1935 campaign carried over

into the ea;ly years of the Social Credit admihistration, a ﬁeriod to -

be ~xamined in the next chapter. : C#
- Ly
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i CHAPTER TV

SOCIAL CREDIT'S MOTIVES

Why should any daily or'weekly paper protest against being re-
“quired to tell the truth?....And what right have they to print
lles to cause disturbances among peace-loving, contented people?

-~Premier William Aberhartl
The outcome of . the 1935 election did not change the hostility
that had developed between the Social Credit movement and the Alberta
‘press, but it did alter the respective positions. No longer was Social
Credit simply a populist reform greup attacking the old order aad brom—

N

ising a new and more eqditable econoéie system. Now it Qae in full

.controi of the proQincial administratidn, with aagepportunity to im-

" plement the electoral promises that had given many Albertans renewed
hope for the future. Social Credit dreamers-and theorists were sud-

- denly faced with hard reality As for the press, it no longer was
merely pointlng out the weakﬁqoses in the strange and at times uafath—.
omable proposals of a radical ne - narty. Naw, with Social Credit s
overwhelming majority in the légrqlature, it assumed ‘the role of unof-

‘ ¥ .

' ficial,oppositipn,2 keeping a criticallyatch'on an inexperieneed new
government atteméting to carry out its prdmise to reshape theveconomie
system. g o | e |

Initially, there was ;ﬁ endeclared truce between the newspapers

and the Aberhart ad*}nistratlon Editorlalists managed tq offer a few

words'that coul s as good wishes,‘including,favorable comment on

N
S

5

Fed
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’twodor three of the ministers -chosen to serve in the cabinet. For his
part, the new premierr ound nothing to complain about in the pres- cov-
erage of his first weeks in office.3 But the 0ld mistrust and sus-—
plcions generated by the 1935 eiection were not far' from the surface.
The press appeared determined to hold thc government to the promiséé
made during the campaign. Voters, said the Herald, had possession ot
Social Credit's printed manuals and 'they are standing by."4 On the
other side Aberhart obviously had not forgotten ‘the critical press

attitude in the months just passed. As early as November while noting

the "excellent co-operation" of reporters, . ~» art assured a
Credit supporgér that, if(necessary, the government would not he-
dtate to take “definite action' against the press.

’ Just what the premier meant by "defiunite action" became known

two years.later when the Soc1a1 Credit government brought in its Ac-
ﬂfcurate News and Information Act With this measure, Aberhart at-

' tempted»to establish radically difterent rulesﬁfor the operation of
the press in Alberta,,giving the government a voice in deciding what
should be published. ) |
Thisvéhapter 1s concerned with_what transpired between 1935:and

1937 to prompt;the‘Social Credit administration to introduce SUCh.leg—
islation.: Aberhart and his colleagues sought to Justify their action
“on the basis of repeated charges that the press misrepresented or lied
about the Soc1al Credlt administration and its policies, and that it

was unfair to the government. The first section of the chapter examines

these charges, arguing that the Social Credit case against-the:news—
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papers was not convincing. It:will be shown that the government and
its supporters’rarely produced specifiﬁ evidence of misrepresentation
orﬁiying in the press. For their part, the neyspapers, faced with the
repeated threat of official action, had a compelling incentive to re-
port tne government accurately and to make corrections when}shown to
be in error. As for the cﬁarge of untaiiness, several examples are
cited to show the opportunities made avaiiable to tno‘govern;,ut o{e)
present its views in the newspapers, The seconc soction contends that
the government S true motives 1in introduc1ng the £ cnrate News and In—
formatlon Act were concerned with' propaganda rcvenge, finding»a
scapegoat and?wmostwinportant ag alil, trying to stoplthe flowvof un-
favorable publicity in the press. It is argued»tnat this publicity'
was badly hnrting.the Aberhart government; wnich seemed‘incapable of

“»

dealing with the many problems and crises that marked its first years

a

in office.

An essential first step is to establish just ‘what Social Crediters

were complaining about in their charges against the press. In his at-

tacksgmtﬁe‘premier favored words like misrepresentatlon and "falsity,"

although he was frequently blunter aﬁp accused the newspapers of lying.
The meaning seemed clear’ enough the newspapers were publlshing ‘false
information about~the.government and itsvpolicieS' their reports were
wrong.’ But in an 1nterview for this paper, Aberhart's close cablnet
colleague, Ernest‘Manning, gave a markedly different interpretation of’

the Social Credit charges. Much of theuréporting in those days, he .

said, was "very, very biased...slantedto give the impression that the

- N

5
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i

government was either wrong or foolish, or to misrepresent the posi-

tion that the government really adopted."6 He accuse: the press of

"misrépresentation by emphasis‘”‘stating,that it woe not 4 matter of
saying something false; but ratner of "slanting the emphasis or giving
all the emphasis to a certain a%pect."7 In this way, he argued, it
was possible‘to mislead;the publhc-just‘as easily as by publisning
sonething that was not true. ﬂ 7

It is readily conceded .that Aberhart' government mayihave been
disturbed by the emphasis the newspapers put on one‘aspect of a story
or(another: " This question of emphasis, however, is really a natter of
- ) N

news judgment, a subject on which the press and government of all pole

itical coloring are frequently at odds. What a government wants to see

“oe

-emphasized in its-policies is not necessarily what an editor considers ;

to be the most newswbrthy part of those policies. But the writer con-
tends that Social’Credit accusations againstcthe press in 1935-1937

had little, if anyth:;g, to do with this. Aoerhart was a former school
principal,who prided himself on his precise use of words, and the words
he used in attacking the press carry an unmistakable meaning ‘His pub-
lic statements and his correspondence dealing with the press-contain

little evidence to suggest that when he accused the neWspapers of mis—

representation, of publishing falsities and lies, ‘he was merely refe—-

Aring to the "slantlng of news or the "emphasis" given to a particular

. " » o .
aspect of a story. 1In one of his early public comments on the desir—

ability of licensing the press, the premier said-such a move would en-

sure the supply of news was correct in fact.8 For the purposes of this
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chapter, then, the accusations of Aberhart and other Social Crediter
' "

" are ‘taken to mean the press published inaccurate reports on the govi
ernment. The,ultimate_support for this interpretation can be éound in
the administretion's own press bill, which, as its title indicates,
was introduced t ensure accurate news and information.

The press opposition to. the Social Credit government duriné its
first years in office was almost unanimous, virtueii§ﬁthe”§éme"esﬂit'""”
had been in the 1935 campaign, éith one notable exception (to be dealt'r
with‘leter). Of the hundred—odo newspapers poblished'in'the province,

according to one estimate, only three supported the Aberhart adminis-

tration--one daily and two weeklies.9

. In the opening months, when the government appeared to be follow~

- ing a traditional course, newspaper comment was relatively temperéte.
The Heralo, for example, compliimented the premier on his choice of
R. J..MAgor of Montreal as financial adviser, said Aberhart was en>

titied to the support of all citizens in his effor > balance ‘the

budget, and pledged its own support for his(romised educationAreforms 10

The first speech from the throne was found merelv lsomewhat surprising
and disapp01nting because thevgovernment failed tq spell'.ut how it
intended to improve conditions,ll while the first budget; in March,

1936; brought .the comment that the governﬁent'"has come down to earth,

w2 )
for the present at least." o
o . .&. : . a.

‘The editorials became sharper, however, as the government moved

to bring in the Social Credit system or attempted other experlmental

3

rmeasures.l3 If the Journal and Herald can be taken as representative,.g-
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of the Canadian Manufacturers' Association, and otheﬁ business"interests

\newspapers of widely varying ideologies lined . up tggether

‘gOVerhment announéed legislation giving it vast power to lice Be bus—

~and tactics to Hitler s,.and by the xime the press a. 7 was 1ntroduced

77

the criticism concentrated on the economic effects of the administra-

tion policies. Plans tor the introduction of "prosperity bonds" or

scrip, for example,'were strongly attached, with the Journal siding S,

' o N : . .
with wholesalers, _the Edmonton. Chamber of:.Commerce, the Alberta branch;

: &

opposing the schcne} The ‘scrip- plan, said the Journal,. would bring

|

"chaotic conditions" that would "further impede to a serious extent
. 14 N
the province's economic recovery." This cdncern over Alberta's econ-

omic health was reflected in numerous editorials. At the conclusion of
1Y

the third Social Credit session\fin the spring of 1937, 4the Herald said
a

the net result was "an 1ncnease in the confusion = . ~ertainty that
‘ v aiian . & 2 . .
N 2 w15,

: have retarded’business recovery@and;impaired inves idence....

Again,'as in’ the 1935 campaign; opposition toaSocial Credit Tay i

1

v

1_, .

iness and employees, both the Journal and; the labor newspaper, the

-

People S Weekly,16 accusedaxbsiﬁart of moving towards a dictatorship.

v . u Y 5"3\ e
At - frequent intervals various newspapers likened Aberhart s propOsals
N\ i 2
@ " .

e

the press seemed tonv1nced the comparison.was valid.

At 1east onhe Social Cr. iter——and perhaps only one--was not upset

'

- by what the newspapers said about the Aberhart administratlon. Almost_

one—and -one-half years after the election, a special adviser to the

-

government checked editonials w to that time and conclﬁded that "at-

‘tacks made by the press against Aberhart and YSocial Credit"were; on

. BT o
- L e 3 N
Lra — ’ .
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the whole very mild indeed wl? This view, however, was not shared by

Ah;rhart and his followers A little more than four months after

R
- 355uming offngaﬁfhe Rremier told a Calgary rally that’every time the

' effort to correct the situation in the province,
18

government

And before the'

., —:,'
\ we were met at gnce by a barrage from the press."

apsed Manning spoke of the "daily bombardment of the cap-

first e el
)' \( c 19 \
italistic ess." Thus the criticism by.the opposition newspapers

was viewed by Aberhart and other‘Social Crediters as’ total and sus-
I A . TR - »
tained warfare. - f o ‘; fd 2 _
S e .
Aberhar tried to. deal with the - criticism fn different wavs, One
. S Lx;:;,~

t;:

way, ‘as in the election campaﬁgn, was totpretend he: w&s not bothered :

i

by the attacks. When a woman wrote him and offered her s&mpathy be--
\j LY

K

: M{o«

* causa of the way he and Manning were critigised and maligned he replied
: N 5
e don t know how Mr. Manning feels, but you }

“in. a-radio broadcast.;

needn ‘t sympathize with nw/ lady.", Aqgﬂ%er approach was to brush ”

off the criticism by saying the governme

;‘ s
& w’{’ \ = : \L R
task to be concerned with what the. newspapers said. : " . |
Sy oY i

‘ . 3
. 1

g -

g;’v“.' » , .
S “v A great many silly attacks are. made upon me 3nd the movement”“
. which I represent, but I do not permit these expressions...to’
disturb me. Needless to say, I have many more important things

-

T . to think about.21 . R ,
S . . - . : Tt

>

But it was obvious that the steady press attacks bothered him a

& -

great deal Despite‘the very realcgressure of work he always found f
, A Tt

-time to deal with the. newspapers in his own way-—by at;acking his

w 4

critics. Week after week in his Snnday radio broadcasts he woufd hurl

-

)
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charges and’abuse at the'press. These attacLs became a part of the.
program, although some supporters felt Aberhart was bverdoing it. A

Calgarian suggested the premier’ not spend too much time sunday [sic]

’ afternoon in discussing the cheap contemptable [sic], politicalﬁ7dis—
&

gruntled gutter ‘snipes.,. "22

While Aberhart and’ Bthe@_Social Crediters were always ready to

N

criticise the newspapers, they rarely‘were specific in their accusa-

~tions, preferring. instead to mrke sw!!ping genaralizations,\to tar all

newspapers with. the same brush.

from Aberhart ‘s broadcast frod the Calgary Prophetih Bible Institute iy
v SR o ¥
en January L] 1937 ) . .

r T W B .
N AR o -
s _(-. . e R v oy

o~ ’T/'I- ‘v " - N .- - v . o - ‘\Y"‘ .
ﬂi ’ = Tt T N
T certain portions of the present press’ have not evidgntly
. the - -slightest Eompunction or scruples whateve§$UIboldly pub-
lishing falsityﬁand misrepresentations ,which most people can de-

rtect on the%vergxsurface. .The last two or three weeks it isfso
t

= plainly ‘evident™“that the sto;ies published “had no atom. of truth e
in it [stc]. 23 o . SO
.%, . ~ l ) . ‘ ‘ .

Here -the press was accused of printi g ehoods and misreprésenta—

>

.~_ 3 \ .
: “"ons,'of %ééeishing stories that had no- factual ba51s "For any news-
Bow -
s

paper concerned about its reputation, there can hardly be a more serioush
- L
\
. charge Yet the premier tarefully av01ded naming the alleged offenders
.

- or identifying the false stories, leav1ng newspapers with npthing spe-
" cific to answer and making it virtually impossible to é@tablish the L}

'a}"".;\‘_

validity of his charges <And this is not an isolated example; it was'
" the standard tactic, used week after'week Instead of 51ngling out a
specific story or comment in one particular newspaper Aberhart woul

)

e

,y;,
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to whethen 1t actually exists. =
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talk about f isities and misrepresentations or lies in "the press" or

"the newsp: ors." .o

Th imagogic technidue undquh'fdl f ade it easy for tﬁ@"preﬁier.

to‘brar irtually all newspapers as villanns and to stir up hatred of

_this COmmOn €enemy among his listeners. It mlght also indicate how-

ever, that Aberhart s case against Alberta newspapers was not that

strong. When such damaging charges are made week after week it 1is

reasonableto expect the accuser to produce evidence to support.his al-

legations. “If that evidence is not produced, a certain doubt arises as

»

The press, agcused so often of qulishin lies, tried to obtain '
V a!
évidence from the premier, but without success. In 1036 the Albertd

"Diyision of the Canadian Weekly Newspapers Kssociation forwardedﬁa res—

berhart protesting unwarranted attacks" and charges that‘»av
. =y, . .
's newspapers deliberately published untruths to influence
Vi

public opinion.24 The resolution, passed at a§Calgary convention, sug—

gested the premier or other of fended parties either seek redress in the
o ~

. 7 _ . ,
ﬂxourts or'"ste:e to which acts and newspapers you refer, so that news-

]

papers as 'a ‘whole nay cease to .be placed in the unfair light...in which

R \,

_frvthey find themselves today 25— Ten days later the’ Association president

-~ \

dent anothe;sl‘tter, saying he trusted Aberhart woald either rifrain
K

3

“from his coneinued*misrepresentation of the press or take definite ac-

\

tiom against those newspapers he claimed were Eelling%lles.26 Individ—”~

. ! £
aal newspapers were not any more successful in getting the premier to"

name’ names and cite examples. At one point the Journal sald those de-

<
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nouncing the pres$s would be better employed answering the criticism

-than in “talking all the time about misrepresentations to which they

are'subjectod without giving any particulars.”27'

Aberhart not only refrained from giving particulars in most in-

stances?8 but also ignored or declined to act upon the suggestions

~

that he go to court. In court, of course, haccusations must be sup-

porté*?hy evidence. However, Aberhart, supposedly outraged by the\per—

formance of the press, found a convenient excuse for avoiding this

course of action. When a Bonnyv1lle group of Social Crediters for-

) warded articles from the Bonnyville Nouvelle and asked for'his.advice,

: A;V»the premier replied that "it is Gﬁéarly a matter of libel but it re-

]. -quires so much tlme and expéhse .that I have decided it is not worth
H29

w, the trngle
S

by Aberhart his colleagues and other”followers rest simply on what

the accusers said not on any solid ev1dence they produced |30

§

% L 3 ‘
’I'hus, for the t part the charges against the prew
W

As for the newspapers, it was in their own best'ipterest to pub-

~ “

make the n cessarytgorrection Only in this way, said the Journal

wﬁ 5 4

“’could a new baper retain the confidence of }ts readers and thus stay
: X

During the first years of the Social Credit government

in business.
= « '5

thelnewspapef ‘had_afspecialwreasop for strivipg:for accuracygin their
reports on the Eerhartladministration.'.As early‘as June, 1936, the- ’
premier publicly proposed the idea of licensing the press to ensure
pubiiﬁa!idh of factual repotts.gz Thisq;roposal, a not‘so-veiled

threat that was repeated several times, hung over the heads of all
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newspaper owners and editors in the province, a warning of what would
happen if they were not careful ‘Newspaper owners appeared to be

“very much afraid of the;&hreat to license the press," according;to

A : A ok
Hargrave, and "had given instructions to their editors not to attaek”

Aberhart 'good and proper.'"33

The press was therefore anxious to correct its mistakes-—when

Social Crediters supplled particulars Shortly after the election,

b

for etample, Aberhart apparently accused the Red Deer Advocate of pub-'

lishing false information, and then Stated or implied that he had res -
.%y ’

“ijuested‘a retraction In a letter to the premier, an’ offic1al of the
‘newspaper said that a,member of his staff had checked into the matter

and "had 1o knowledge of"ny‘untruth regarding the Social Credit move-

I cia R

megt or yourself appef”

in the Advocate and . still less any request

to us "to retract such.statement n34 ﬁﬁ?oﬁficial asked for further in—

. a
form%tion, saying that any accusatf n of refusal to retract an untrue 3

statement "is a serious thing for any newspaper and we are anxious to
clear ourselves of thls charge. 33 ~ When two cabinet ministé?% claimed.
they were misquoted in speeches to a Social Credit meeting, the Journal
published their subsequent statements on what‘fhey had said, carrying

the item at approximately the same place on the same page as the orlg-:

4«‘:“ - @

1nal story appeared Manning, who was provinc&al Secretary, alSo

claimed he was misquoted at one point ) Both the éo al and the Herald :

published his correction statement, with the Herald pointing’out that

'1t5 original story did not refer t0£§§§:Manning denied saying. Even r

vk}

when the newspapers “were accused.only.indirectly, they opened their -~

1
A .



83

b
. ]
pages to the government. ‘tate o0t issued by Manning to counter
."wholly unwarranted rumors rpgvrdrng bank legislation was carried in

full on the front page of the. Journal running to about three—quarters

of a column 36 . a e

) . L SR

In addition to the charges of misrépfesentdtion and lying that

- ";I‘.‘.?-i-sl
were thrown at them by Social Crediters, the newspapers, as noted ear- -

lier* were also accused of being unfair to the government e If this

’,,y fo ’ R

meant the opposition press ‘'was almost always critical With few. good

..

" yords to say about Aberhartfs administration, then Social Credfters

certainly could find ampie evidence to support their case. Every ac-
: r:.‘," B :
tion of the«government, says Mallory, was played up in ‘the western
ik ]

newsPapers from a critical pOlnt of)view and it was seldom indeed

'vu o}

that any actiOw of the- government came in for praise or even escaped

',comment."3'7 But thernewspapers~saw‘this as their job at' a time’when a

new and inexperienced. government was experimenting with an untested

5 i '«4-‘ N S .F'

4 economic formula Answering a reader s com@laint about its approach

the Herald said it had criticised and questioned'theﬁgovernment ”not
. ) . . N ' <

because we felt it was our right, but because we felt it was our

.duty."3.8 ' B ' - R

If, on- the other hand, Social Crediters ‘meant by“their charge of

unfalirness that newspapers were supressing the government s sid% of

‘issues——thatfthey were not publishing whathberhart and his ministers
,said-on hehalf of‘administration programs'and policies——then they were
unw1lling or unable to present any;roof to support the accusation..

Al

vSuch a charge, if backed by solid evidence, would have raised legit—
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imate questions about freedom of the press and the responsibility of

new papers. One of the concepts of the libertarian threory of the

press, as we have seen, is that free newspapﬁfs provide a forum for

idea .and opinions from_which truth emerges. The evidence indicates

‘the newspapers provided‘such a forum, devoting considerable space to-

ent proposals and the:-views of Aberhart, his cabinet and other
Social Crediters. The Journal for example, carried the full texts
of certiain bills (it published on two separate occasions the covenants

that were to be signed to register,for dividends), e full texts of

statemen s by Aberhart and other major figures in. the administration,

,plus lengthy accounts Qf“yhat ministers said in debates over new leg—v

N

>5“

ial speech ran to two columns).

islation (at times a mlh',"

[

Both the Journal and Herald. reported, sometimes at length, the.

polltdcal" portions of Aberhart s Sunday addresses, broadcast alter—,

‘nate weeks from Calgary and Edmonton 39 Four. months after the.@lectlon,

the Herald devoted almost four columns to a verbatim report of Aber~

-

hart s addr /—{Calgary rally. When the premier expressed-interest

in a‘state ent‘of Social Credit~princi§¥b§ by Major.Douglas in London

L

.

and said e believed it would be a’ good thing if every Alberta news—

paper pub%ﬂihe@ it the Hergld printed\{he statement. ‘Letters from So-

cial Credi rs regularly appeared in the newspaper S letters sedtion

-
In sum, the({ecord.Suggests the Herald had a good deal of supporting

fevidence wh/n it clalmed that no government in the history of Alberta

L e .
or any other province “has been accorded so muchTfree space as the

Y . : , ’ e
newspapexs}of Alberta...have given the 'social credit' administra-

. }/Q) LTy

/ . .
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tion."ao But opportunities to present the official'viewpoint no
restricted to the spaee otfe}ed in the opposition press.

Soclal Credit also had its own da%éy newspaper;to fead the
word. ' Under Aberhart's guidance, the éarty‘made arpangements shortly
after the election to acquire control of the Albertan through _the pur—‘
chase of stock The scheme eventually failed because depression hitkéé&
Social Crediters could not find sufficient money,z‘1 but for at least

two years the party had a daily newspaper on its side, praising and

encouraging the government and attacking administration critics. For

K

N
Aberhart, acqu151t10n of the Albertan was a matter of high priorlty

With the.heip of Manning and other members of the legislature, the

premier earnestly urged party faithful to support thewnewspaper. On: -
oo , e ' ] '

_one occasion, Aberhart devoted an entire mid—week raﬁio speech to pro-

~mbting The Albertan. On Saturdays, the Albertan carried as a supple-

ment the Albertn Social Credit Chronicle, which promoted the govern—

ment caLse with headlines like "Social Credit Will Light Lamp of Joy

in Manﬂ Lives 42 In addition to the Albertan and its weekly supple— :
ment, he party could count on seVeral other publications, incl g

AN

one printed in Ukraiﬁégn.43 s \

’

Rddio however, remained Aberhart" s main channel of communication

.

3

with his followers. ~Through his regular Sunday broadéasts'and Qa mid—

B A

weell Wrogram, the premier kept in direct ‘touch with Social Credlters
N

icrosg the "rov1nbe, telllng them what the government was trying to )

a::Oml' sh relating the difficultles, and striking back at those who

CrlLiLibed his efforts. 4? He ‘urged ordlnary members of the party as

I S
~



.charges'made against the,newspapers, the Soc1al Credit governmént had "

4
n
y
-

s %

well as members of the legislature to tume in every Sunday so that "I

" can get my messages to you promptly...in connection with the estab-

45

lishment of Social Credit." He found little need to speak in the

-legislature:because, he said he could reach the public by radio 46

With radio and its own publications, plus- the space provided by

the newspapers lined up against it, Social Credit should have been

well represented in the market place of ideas where public opinion i1s

formed If it was not, the fault lies not. in the lack of opportunity ‘

R

. but rather in the weakness of the government S own case and its in-

ability to make the best use of the resources available.to put forward
{

that case. Aberhart, for e%ample, was aghlester at ridiculing ddd at-

tacking the neWSpapers, at . bg¢}$;ng up rekin;ment against them, but

“he ¢ apparently was incapable oygcﬁﬁntering press criticism with rea—

¥

soned answers; he had to" rely on emotional appeals As for the Al-

bertan, Hargrave believed it was armed with a "cardboard sword, ..ut-

terly unable to put up an effective fight against the anti-Social

\ P
Credit ress,"47‘ In ‘this way, the government allowed newspaper attacks v
. N . B A «? \\: - . : Y
to go by default. ”4§ ' SACA N o , ’
Pas _ ; - ‘ o )
© "The pre eding pages have attempted to showtﬂat, on the basis of N

L S

~

ific1ation for introduc1ng its press legislation.; Further

to support.this argument can be found in the offences, that l:

_the legislation was introduced, the premier told his Sunday
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to ensure the people had the truth on matters of grave public 1mport—

ance."49 But the two front page stories in the Journal that spurred

Aberhart to promise legislative action, while they may have provided

grounds for legitimate complaint, dld not touch upon matters of grave

public importance. SQ}‘They did, however, reflect on Aberhart perSOnalIy-

and on the premiership.

One item, three paragraphs in all, incorrectly stated that the

Peace River School board h\d refused to allow schopl children to greet’

~"

the premifr during his visit to that community. Thg second, appearing

four days, later; described how N. J. Tall of Medicine Hat, who Hid
recently een named, Alberta's txaae commissioner in &d&#real f}{Qt met
,,‘*’ C

’ g4
.Aberhart ifi a railway sleeping car a year earlier Acu@?ding to the

N

story, when Aberhart found two strangers sleeping in his lower berth,

Tall” offered him his own lower berth and took the upper. The next

morning the two men 1ntroduced themselves

* The stories enraged the premier who descriqu them in his Sunday

broa&dist, claiming both were false 51 He was particularly incensed at
LS . >
what he conSidered a'hint of patronag&.in the roine Hat story. When

N -

..hlS audtence at the Bible Institute applauded his suggestion for 1i-

. ' . . ‘,
eensing the press, Aberhart promised to“give the: matter early attention B

<

én his return from a West Coast holiday 52

If the arguments presented so far refute the administration s case

against the ‘Press, then other reasons must be found for the government's'A

. . \

'decision to bring in the—Accurate News/and Information Act, It is pos—h

51ble to. see several. motives behind the decision-—Social Credit's ob-

-
W
"
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session with propaganda, a desdre for revenge, and thexneed to find a -~

s

scapegoat. Each of these will be exanined,in tufn. But the chief

factor, it is contended, steme from the inability of Aberhart and his-
followers to accept criticism and.unfavorable publicity .Because the
criticism and puhlicity exposed emharrassingly the yeaknesses of both
the leader and the nhele Social‘Credit‘dreamf the gevernment moved to
gain some control over those chiefly respon&ible sz.its discomfiture,
the one hundred odd daily and weekly Alberta newspapers lt thns'

hoped to brlng the hostile press into llne o
e
Aberhart had a sharply~honed appreciation of‘propaganda, whlch is

'understandable, considering the effectlve usehhe made of 1t thtough~

.

‘broadcasts and’ “pamphlets, to lead his party to its electoral triumph
2]
';in 1935. It is indicative of thevpremier s determlnation to spread the
Social Credit version of the truth that one of the-firstmaju'itensbof 3‘
EUSlness to téceive Kis attentionbdnce he -took office ,was the prbposed‘

acquisition of the Albertan. Propaganda was very zuch a part of the ;
- Social Credit program. In the spring of 1935, when Major Douglas sub-—
mitted to the UFA® government his "Frst Interim‘Repert on.the Possi- |

bilities of_,the Applieation of Social'Cfedit Prlnclples to_thevProvince" .
of Alberta,' the first of thréee preliminary steps he recommended was
the "sydtematic provision of a News circulation systém.under the un-—

R Y

challengeable control of the province, particularly in regard to radio

~fac1lltiesp..."53

N

Earlier in this chapter it was shown that numerous
ptopaganda channels were‘open to” Social Crediters duringvthe govern~

ment's first~ye@rs to present their viéﬁs and to argue their case.
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(8

However, even with all these available opportunities, the government -
no doubt saw the propaganda potential in exerting a degree of control

over all the daily and weekly new5papers in the province. Under. the
Aecurate News and Information Act, a newspaper would be forced to give

the government free space to Salky administration statements to "cor-

';rect 'amplify" articles or. editorials dealing with the government

U.m,_

rf?‘whith the newspaper had published earlier., Here, then, was "the ul—

'\ timate in free publicity forja gnvernment that never tired of propa~/

e S [N -Aq = "V
&gating the Social Credit gospel and 1its own view of evengs.

Another factor -that probably played a part in the government s de—

cisio:%-~.m0ve against the press was simply a desire to get even" with

;apers, to settle the score w1th a per51stent foe It was not*u
the practide of Aberhart and other;Social Crediters to counter critie—
W Iy : 1,

AL
ism and dissent with explanations“ arguments - and reaSOned defences

<
¢

They preferred to strike Back at thOje/who did not agree;with them.

E T

When members of’ the legislature stepped out of line, they found them—
!

. {
selves expelled from caucus. In another field, two magistrates and’ 2

o N

ﬂ% justice of the peace we?e dismissed, without an oppd%tunity to defend
themselves,_for allegedly expressing in private their disa reement w1th,

..administration policies. And before the legislation was in oduced’.

~

to control the press, Social Crediters tried other methods to get back

at the newspapers opposed to the gOVernment Aberhart ‘for. example,

“a

continued his pre-election boycott campaign against the Herald, urging .

4

readers and advertisers alike to abandon %he newspaper 34 In Bonny-

ville, district Social Crediters passed a resolutiqn notifying the
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.editor of the‘Bonnzyille Nouvelle that unless heidiscontinued hknock-

ing the government, o they would try to get all party suppdrters to
cancel their subscriptions and boycott advertisers.55 Thus the Ac- .
.curate News and Information Act was entirely in keeping with the gov-
ernment's treatment of those who opposed the official position This
vindictive attitude can be seen in the words of Public Works Minister

W. A. Fallow-.who, in referring to the unfavorable reception given the
. SO
scrip plan by newspipe%g- wholesalers and manufacturers,(told a meet-—

v

"ing in Vermilionm: 4ﬁ%&hey are giving us a rough ride Just now, but it is
u' l

- nothing like the ride ‘they are going to get before we are througb n36
: D ! "
When the press bill was before the Agricultural Committee for diSCus—

Y

N

sion, a. columnist for the Social Credit newspaper. wrote’that some mem—

B AR

bers were,almost 'rubbing their/hand with glee at the prospect of hold-ﬁhf

12

ing an inquisition ‘with a delegation of publishers as the writhlng R

victims."57 ' !

The Accurate News and Information Act may also have been prompted

by .a desire to make the press'a-scapegoat'for the troubles besetting

the government The - 1935 election gave Social Credit the kiid of pop— \

" ular mandate that most politﬂcal parties only dréam about Once‘in_
v, f . - . °
office, however, Aberhart”and his(cabinet’soon found there was a world

of. difference between promising a new economic order and actually es—‘

.tablishing one. The first years saw the administration subJected to

all kinds of strain and buffeting.~ One setback followed another .With

’

problems piling up and the Social Credit millennium apparently as dis~
Fo -

- tant as ever, what could be more natural for a beleagured government

=g



91

o

N

than to look for someone to blame? And what better scapegoat than the
hated press? According to one newspaperman who reported government
affairs at the time, Aberhart claimed the press was ''responsible for

. " 5 : ’
most of the government's problems.”'8 Other, members of the cabinet
| 4

also pointed accusing fingers at the newspapers. Municipal ‘Affairs
. :

Minister Lucien Maynard said that if the government's prosperity bond

scheme (scrip) fatled, the capitalistic’press would be to blame.59

Implicit in ‘the Accurate News and Informatiqn Act was the message “
£
that the government s-performance woul& improve once the opposition

newspapers had been dealt-with. ' .

But these motives--a compelling urge to propagate ‘the Social
N ‘\
Credit gospel, the desire for revenge a perceived need to shift blame——
while they may have contrihuted'to the decision, do not by themselves

~appeer strong enough to have made the. government willing-to risk a

" showdown with the press. ''The main motive had to be one that was equal

to the tisk. What, then, would drive_the government to attempt to

gain some control over the newspapers7 To discover the answer requires’

_only a brief logk at Aberhart and his followers, the government s per-
\/“
formance during its first years in office, and the effect' of all the

poor publicity and critlcal comments in the press.

‘The preceding chapter brought out the sensitiv1ty of Aberhart and
other Social Crediters ro criticism and differing opinions, showing how
. intolerant_they were “c :rds those marching to another drummer. This

characteristic attitude clearly manifested itself in(;935,during what

“should have been a heppy period“for the party, when the movement was
. : ’ . ’



N

sweeping the province and everything was ‘building towards a tremendous
victory at the poils. But if Social Crediters took umbrage at press

criticism when things were going well, they could be counted on to re-

act even mbre strongly when events took a downwiid rurn--which they

most assuredly did after Aberhart and his ¢ :leaguc.. - sumed office.
The downward turn began when the gover mc.. . £ aaviser in

preparing a Social Credit plén, Méjor Douglas, .as based in‘London,

,rgsigned after protracted énd unseemly long-distance wrangling with
Aberhart. More misfortune soon followed. Backbeﬁchers angered over
the governmeﬁt's reluctance to implement 1its éiection program staged
a revolt and. almost brought the administration(crasﬁing dowﬁ. CaEinet
ministegs resigﬂed.‘ A highly-touted scrip plan was an ignominous
failure and had to'be abandoned after three months. Debt payments
weré defaulted. Aberhart was forced to make a.humiliating admiss;on
ofvhis'failure to bring’}n a Social Credit program within eighteen
months as promised. Key legisla;ion was eithér disallowed by the fed-
eral govérnmént or ruled ultra vires by the courts. The promised
monthly dividends did not matéfialize. By Seﬁtember, 1937, thousands
»of.peoplé wére attending puBlic meetiﬁgs thr&ughout the‘prévi&ce ae—
manding Aberhart's.resignatiop, and in his own constitﬁency of.Okétoks—
) - - 60

‘High River names were rapidly being collected to have him reéalled. -
) /

- The problems and setbacks of the early years were front page news

N

[

in'Alberta.' Coupled with the editorial comments, they stripped away
the pretence from both Aberhart and his Social Credit plan. 'In one

of his Sunday broadcast' attacks on the press, in which he urged both

1
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readers aﬂd advertisers to withdraw their suppdrt, Aberhart said ghé
longer peéple continugd‘to "let themselves be duped" by what they read
in the newspapers, the less chance there was of doing anythire- fof
them.6l But this was a Social Credit interﬁretation. What seemed to
be happening was jﬁst the opposite: newspaper reports’ of the gévern—
ment's ﬁerformance made it4more difficult‘for Aberhart himself to
‘"dupe" the péople who looked to him‘for guidance. The reassuring talk
and easy promises of ﬁﬁe election campaign 'and the opening months of
the new administration Had built up expectations. But the newépépers
were showing a government that was confused and maladroit,‘with no
real idea of where it was going or what it should be doiég. The

press, in ot7er.words, was exposing Social Credit: there was no magica._
LS

-

cure for the depression malady; the great messiah had feet of clay.
Aberhart and his followers—-full of self-righteousness, their
miﬁds firmly closed--could not allow this steady assault on Social

Credit to go unanswered. The whole movement depended on complete and

’

unbending faith in the leader and his plan for economic salvation. For

Aberhért, with his extremely thin skin, there was also a great deal of

k]

J
" the provincial government, an ego-inflating position that no doubt made:

vanity involved. He was no longer a school principal but the head of

- him more sensitive than ever to any suggestion of serious shortcomings
‘in his makeup. The headlines, however, shouted these shortcomings, and

- the critical editorjals echoed the message.

o

The problem for Aberhaft was ho& to deal with all this unfavorable

< .

publicity that was making him and the Social Cfedif movement look so

a ~
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4

ridiculous in the eves of the pug)fgf It has already beerd shown that.-

the administration's propaganda efforts to counter the bad press were
propag

. not very effectivet And Abvtﬁart's repeate? threats of legislative ac-
‘tion, while they caused some anxiety among publishers and editors? did
not silence the press. Stronger measures were obviously needed.

The Accurate an; and Information Act can be seen, then, "as a
move by a.despetate gq;ernment to deal with a press that was seen as
shattering illusions about Social Credit Ana demolishing the reputation
vof'the man who'was looked on.by the faithful as a‘savior. What the

\

"legislation tried to do was. to bring the newspapers under _government
‘4 .

control by threats of punishment against those who criticised or ques-
tioned Aberhart and hts Social Credit plan. ‘No sqch intention was
suggested by the government, of course, in its attempt'to justiff the .
measure. But tae ﬁrovisions of the act cleatly were desiéned fer some-
thing mutch ﬁore,than trying to ensure accurate published accounts of
government business. The evidenee poiats to aa attempt to muzzle‘the

: . | Ny .

hostile newspapers, to put an end to, or at least curtail, the all—»
too- accurate stories and editorlais that were destroylng the credibil-
1ty of Aberhart, his government and the Social Credlt movement. 'The

next chapter will examine the legislation in detail and discuss its %\\

‘significance.
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premig:\figsescribing his misadventure in a sleeping car.

99,

.SOThe Social Crediti newspaper termed the stories
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age was intended, it is difficult to find any justification for pub-
lishing the story, unless the Journal was attempting to ridicule the
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6O§g 1936 the government passed a controversial bill permitting
the recall of a member of the legislature on petition from two-thirds
of the voters listed in the constituency. Whgpxﬁyg,:reﬁier first heard
of the move in Okotoks-High River, he welcomed 4ty saying it gave the
clectors of his riding an opporggnity‘to dpcl?f3§§E\E'elves either for
the financiers or for the common people.;.Later, however, when it ap-
‘peared the number of petitiénef%‘would‘ykﬁqﬁ*ghe'required two-thirds
of the voters, the legislature»abguptly reﬁéﬁiéﬁ;the recall measure.
: oSy : W

lTranscript of broadcasajtb tﬁgaCalgary‘PrSphetic Bible Institute,

July 19, 1936. Dinning Collection, Archives.



CHAPTER- V
« THE ACCURATE NEWS.AND INFORMATION ACT

Why whould freedom of speech and freedom of press be allowed?
Why should a goverqment which {s doing what it believes to be -
right allow itself to be criticized? ' It would not allow oppo-
sltion by lethal weapons. Ideas ‘are much more fatal things
than guns. Why should any man be allowed to buy a printing
press and disseminate pernicious opinions calculated to embar-
rass the government?

‘ -V, I.‘Leninl

-’

‘After months of threéts, the Alberta government moved to take leg-—
islative action against the torménting press on September 30, 1937,

LY . ) .
when it introduced the AcCuratg News and. Information Act. - This was one

of three hig} v-contentious measures rushed through a special session”’

of the legislature that year. The sacond was a new version of the

“Credit of Alberta Regulation Act, which slightiy,éltered the wording of '

' b3

a similarly—tit}ed act whi@h had been-disa}lowed by the.federal'govefn%.
mént earlier in the year. _The Bank TafétiéniAct, the thifdlpiece of
iégiélation, was"HL.roial'Credit govérnment's attempt to exa é ad-
digiénal revenuc “row -he despiS;d fihagcial institutions. A1l acts
Abgca;é ;he-éentral topicvof‘a federal—proviﬁcial dispute with the Al-
:;rta ﬁléutenant—coverno‘}' 3 C. Bowéﬂ, unexpectédly decided to reserve‘,
thé‘meagﬁres for considéf;;::L by the.fedéral government.2 Eventuaily,
the-queétion of the constitutionality of the acts Was référred to the
Supreme Cogrt_of Caﬁadau' In March,jl9j8, the court unéniﬁougly ;gled
all tHe.legisiation ultra vires, along with a measure proviging the

- 101
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overall frameébrk for some-ol the legislation, the Alberta Social

-
-

Credit Act.3 At no time was the Accurate News and Information Act in

force in Alberta; although initially only ‘the Lieutenant-Governor's

[
~

refusal to give assent kept it from taking effect. But the measure
4 i : ‘- ’
brought in by the government and passed by the legislature showed just

how Aberhart- and his fellbv'SOCial Crediters intended to deal with the

press.
‘ s

This chapter focuses on the Accurate News and Information Act

and its significance in terms of the threat it posed to a democratic

f .

evidence is offered to show that the Social

Credit adounistration coul? not justify its action against'fhe_press.
A . .

soclety. As well,, further
The act had two major objectives;—ﬁo'sp;eédlsocial Credi; ﬁropaganda
and to control what was said about the government in the newspapers.

The first goal, which would have seen newépapers forceg to print of-

ficial comments on press stories and editorials, shoxs how far Aberharet_

t . K
was ‘prepared to go in his determined campaign’ to pfopagate the Social °
Credit view. Wi;h.the second goal, it is'suggesced, the Aberhart ad-

ministra;ioh,was'ﬁoving in the direction of authoritarian rule. By
, | o I i
attempting tQ‘Puzzle the press, the government sought to restrict pub- .

o \ A R .
lic debate on its policies and activities, a move wholly in character

for someone as dogmatic as ‘Abernart but completely contrary  to the

democratic concept. A portion of the chapter is devoted to the ruling

of the Supreme Court of Canada, thch, in'finding the legislation ultra
- o : s
vires, stressed. the importance of -open and full discussion of public

affairs in the Canadian system.

G



The preamble to the AEcurace News ar : Infnrmat~ué Act said it
ua; éxpedieé% and in the public in;eres; that neyspapers should pub-
lish/stafements made By the authority of the government regarding the
"true and exact objects Qf the policy of theéGovernment‘and as to the
hindrances or difficulties in aéhieving such objects;" éo’chat'theA
people might be informed about these matters.& There werethree\majpr

/

sections ‘in the legislation, which cévered only tvo;and-qne—half
pages. |

First, the‘aﬁt stipulated\phat Alberta newspapers, dailies and
Qeekiies, must bublish'statements ppoyideﬁ by the cnairman of the So-
cial Credit Board for téﬁifurpqée of cortectiné'orfémpiifyiﬁg state~
ment;'published earlier in those‘newépgpers reiating:to boiiciesfbr'A
activities of the‘govérnient; The stagements wefe‘tO’be pfidted‘in the

same type as the original ones and were to be given the same promin-

v

‘ence. Each would carry.é notice 4t the end saying it .s publishéd

by the direction of the board chairman.5‘ Under the terms of ‘the ‘act,
ﬁo libel action could be. instftuted against a newspaper as a result of’

publishing the government statement.
A-second‘Settion-éompelled newspapers,—on written request from

the board chairﬁén, to reveal the source of any item publiéhed Yi:hin

the previous sixty days. Names, addresses and occupationms of all per-

' sons who supplied information were to be given to the chairman, along

with the names and addresses of the writers respohsible for the article

or editorial in question. - This information was to be supplied within

3

twenty-four hours from the time newspapers received the chairman's

B



request. ’

. '
Penalties for contravention of the above regulations made up the
third section of the legislation On the recommendatlon of the board
chairman, the cabinet could by order prohibit:

1. Publication of the offending newspaper for-a definite time

or "until further order";

2. Publicetion in any newspaper of anything written by a per-
son specified in the order;

3. Publication of "any information.emanating from any person
or source specified in the order."
These penalties applied to the editor, publisher or manager of any news- .
~paper guilty of contravening the act Another clause, applying to
euery person failing to combly 'with provisions\of the act, set oug//
fine of up to five hundred dollars. The magimum fine for not obeying
the cabinet's prohibition on publishing ws _one thousand‘dollars
Newspapers across‘the country and in Britain condemned the act.
In Alberta, ‘dailies and weekliZs lined up together to -oppose it, sub-
mitting a joint statement to the legislature's Agricultural dommittee.
The Herald = _use the administration of attempting to prevent the pub-
lic from'rea’ing "ars statements about the’ governms 1t aich are not
concocted by _ o . propaganda bureau."8 Even the self—proclaimed
Social Credit_daily attacked the measure; the Albertan saidthe govern-
ment ‘had been abused and criticised by newspapers to a point almost
beyond endurance, but laws against freedom of speech or expression were

the "flrst move to end democracy." &
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) The aim of the Accurate News and Information Act was, in the words
of the preamble, to furnish Albertans with the'true‘and eiact object
of government éolicy and to inform them of difficulties encéuntered
in.pursuit-ok government goals. Implicit in this isvthé suggestion
that Alherhans were being dehrivgd of acchrate informafibn on these
matters. Thus ‘the Aberhart administration was following through on its
arge that Alberta newspapérs Qerg'giving their readers a false pic-
[/,,/ ture -of what the gbvernment was doing and the problems it was exper-
iencing. However, ;his purported objective of the legislation does
not stand up-to close shrutiny.
For one thing, aé was éhowu in the previous chapter, the goverﬁ—
ment, for all its repeated charges agginst the press, was ahle to\pro~
duce littlé‘evidehce of lying or miéreprehentétion by the newspapers--

certainly not enough, it 1s contended, to warrant severe press_legis&

lation. This damaging deficiency in the administration's case was un-

.

- derscored whgn«fhe Accurate News and Information Act was debated in the

legislature. If ever there was a time to expose the faults ;nd;short—.
comings of\the Alberta.newépapers ;this was‘suhely it. Example hfterp
’example should have been glven to show how the press had abused its
freedom by publishing false and mlsleading accounts of the government
Thls would have at. least made credible the adminlstratlon s claim that
some kinh of leglslatlve action was requlred to ensure a higher stand—.
ard of work by the newspapers.

But in trying to justify in the House the proposed action ag-inst

the press, Social.Crediters.were'anything but/convincing.<‘Aberhar:?

o
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the most bitter and persistent denigrator of the press, did not even

participate in the\debate. This was the man who had led the attack on

the newspapers, who had 'charges at them week after week in his
- Sunday broadcasts, whose decision it was to b:ing in legislation
against tnem; But now, at the climactic moment of his long campaign
against the press, he had nothing.to say; leaving it to»his colleagues
to make the government's case.‘ Those who dld take part ?n the debate
‘offered lame excuses . for the measure, evaded the issues or reverted to
the familiar sweeping accusations that laeked snbstantietion. The"
main.govetnment speaker, Provincial Tteasurer Solon Low, gave a per—
verse twist to the government s motlves by cortending the legislation
was.actually designed to help publisheré——they'wouid be "absolutelv
certain that they.. (had) an absolutely reliable source of 1nforma—
tion."lo The treasurer did not attempt to cite any of the many lies
supposedly published about the Social Credit government but he did
give "one of_the finest examples" of newspaper miérepresbntation——
coverage of‘the Lindbergh kidnépping trial ;n the United States.ll
Government Whip J. H.'ﬁnwin‘elso went afield in makingla case against
the press, relating,complaints,by the prime minister of Newtzeaiand
about not being fairly feported. Mrs. Edith Gostick, an MLA for Cal-
gery? spoke of "malicious statements of untruth and mlsrepresentatlon "
but she supplled no examples.12 Public ‘Works Minlster i/fA‘\Fallow, -
who said the premler had been subJected to unfalr tactics, saw the Ac-
curate News and Information Act in these terms:

We protect the rights of our citizens here by conpelling a’

o
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balogna manufacturer to place the stamp on every article of
balogqa for human consumption.l3
\

Only‘one Social Credit member offered a specific example of what
he'believed was a press misdemeanor. R. E. Analey of Leduc charged~
that during the second session, 1n August, newspaper headlines sug-
gested the gbvernment's new banking legislatipn would bring confisca-
tion of depos;ts. When the premier issued a statement denying this was
.'the intention——claiming, in fact, the purpose was "directly against
snch a thlng ——the Journal published Aberhart's statement in an "off-
hand corner on Page Seven."14 That proved, said Ansley,zthat "they do
not take statements of correction."15 ' . ‘

The second point that needs to be nade about the ostensible object
of the pfess legislation is that the record of Aberhart and his govern-
ment.ralses donbts as to whether ;he'Social Credit admlnlstration was
seriously concerned abeuﬁ truth and accuracy. The premier and his min-
is;eré engaged in all k;nds of misrepresen;ation and deception them-
Selvee during their fi:st years in office, twisting the facts to suit
their own purposes. A few examples make the point. The government in-

A51sted almost up to the time of Aberhart's admission of fallnre that‘
establlshmeqt of a Socilal Credlt system was proceeding on schedule,
with ministers occasionally c%aiming they'ﬁere making better progress
than aneicipated; 'Again, when newspapers said the government planned
to pay roadworkers withyscfip,_noth.AEerHart and Public Works Minister

.Fallow denied the story, but within two months.the scheme was announcedv

'off1c1ally 16 Aberhart repeatedly said he would continue only so long .
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as the beople wanged him, but when petitioners in his constituency at-
cemptéd to force him out through his own.recallhiég%§lation, the gov-—
ernment.quickly repealéd ;he measure éhd“the:premier stayed on. The
master prépagandist turned a rallf‘of two tho@sand to four thousand

. Calgarians (according to estimates made by‘several,ﬁeople) into a crowd
of Ewenty théusdﬂd, éetftioning the pfiﬁé minister of Canada to "sub-

mit to the will of the people of Alberta."17 In dealing with the Ac-

-curate News and Information Act, the People's Weekixrsaid that mistakes

were made by the press and sometimes news was distorted, suppressed or

~,
[

invented.  However, ''more false sta

4

ents have been made by government

members, including the Premier, than ha\e appeared in all of the one

hundred newspapers in the province.”18

Cértainly this was a strange record for-a government supposedly so

’

concernéd about . the truth. But, of course, it was not ‘the truth that

Aberhart's administration sought. As we}have seen, ‘it was the truth

that was hurting so much, revealing tlte ineptitude of the government

and the emptiness of the Social Credit scheme. One Social-Crgaiter

. who wrote to the premier to complain about the press said members of

the party "want the 'Truth' as it is the "Truth’ that.will set,

wl9

free. What he wanted--and what Aberhart wanted--was really jugt the

1

Social Credity"tfuth" in which everything worked out according to the

master plan dréwn up by the iéader himself,'with no differing points of

view to - contend with.

, )

Two'quite separdte goals can be seen in the Accurate News and. In-
' : _ % _'
formation Act. One is concerned with propééanda, the other with reg~
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ulating what was published about ‘the government.

On the surface, the legislation was primarily a measure to bol-
ster the admiﬁistfégion's unceés#ng efforts to get its message across
to the people of Alberta and‘to spreéd the Social Credit doctrine. As
such, it can be viewed, in the least critical light, as fhe work of _
o&er-zealous party proselytizers. Propaganda, as was shown earlier,
played an impértant part invSOCial C;edit's rapid ;iseFto‘power, and
the lessop was never %orgotten by Aberhart‘and those around Him. Iﬁ-

.office, however, Social Credit's propéganda efforts failed to counter
or néutr@lizé the massive amount of unfavotable publicity ghé govern—
ment éeceivea‘iﬁ the press. ~Qith the Accurate.NewS and Informatidn
Act, the administration tried a.new approach. The provision foréing
newspapers to give the government free spacé to correct or amplify
eaflier afticles or editoriéls would ﬁave cleared the way for'a stream
of official statgments covering viftually évefy aspect of publié af-
fairs.} This was the way Aberhart liked to get ﬁis mgssage to Ai- »
bertans--direct frpm leader’ to the people, with no intermedi;ries like

;eﬁorters or editorial Q;itérs who mighg.éupply‘émbarrasginé ad&if

/

tional information or raise awkward questions. . The press would have
Sk o :
s 1 : . . 120
been turned into an minftrument of Social Credit propaganda.
The second goal of the~act‘carried more serious impli¢ations.
‘Here the government sought to bring the press under official control,
in an attempt to muzzle the unfriendly newépapers. Aberhart was not

satisfied with merely increasing the government's propaganda; he

wanted to silence his critics,aé well, to suppress the unfavorable

e
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stories and.gueétioning editorials that were méking the adminis&ration
look so inepﬁ. Here Aberhart was turning away from the deﬁocratic
sysiem, with ffg'traditibh ofvfree and. open public debate, and moving
in the direétion 6f the Faséist governﬁents in Germany and Italy, where
the press was tightly comtrolled. Alberténewspapers’claimed the meas;
ure would have '"'imposed a dictatorship over the press' and denied
people the righ; to rg@eive_uncensored news of their government.
.Aberhart's purpose was dnmistgkable. A ggvernmént desiring onlyvfree
sbace té p;blicise its views and to "correct™

found it necessary to demand tﬁg_rigﬁt to obtain the names, addresses
and‘occupatibns of perégns who wrote or supplied-informétion for thé
stories and editoriais in the newspapers. The obyious explanation for
:this prg;isioﬁ in the gét is thét the g$vernment iﬁteﬁded to take
action against such persons‘if the ar;iclesAor edigorials wefé consid-
ered too unfavorable to the Social Credit cause.

'We cén only‘épéﬁulaté on the kind of action the administrafion”héd
“n mind, but’if has already bgen shown'tﬁat’on,other éccaéions"critics

and dicsidents were deprived of their jobs, expell%d from caucus or

subjected to boycotts. It is worth noting that at about the same time

as th2 Ac~-—-7:z Yews and‘Infofﬁation,ACt was introduced the government
broughs _ - . tion to license a'widevariety of businesses and
trades. .ni: ‘e also gave the minister of trade and industry

power tc lic:o.

. .
c.all p=ursco ~~2- or employec in any business or any des-

cri-~tion 57 i 2-_- 7 so dec< gnated and (to) prohibit the

carrying-on -  _ i busiz..s or 2 engagement in that business

[

v

the record would not have

-
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by any ‘person who is required to be licensed and who 1Is not so

licensed. 2 - . : T

Given the vindictive nature of Aberhart and other Social Crediters, it

is easy to imagine Albertans. losing their JObS or their businesses for
giving information to the newspapers. Journalists presumably would

have been subJected to the same kind of treatment for writing articles

[y

that put the government in a bad light or editarials that were critical

.
-

of the administration. Even without the licensing bill, however the
government had the power to'harass or~inflitt punishment on those it

wished to-hurt.23 As for the newspapers, if they persisted in usIng

i . . R
unidentified sources, the choice was stark: either supply the names on

*x
%

demand or face the possibility of being shut, down by the government
In sum, the Alberta government Was attempting to dictate to the

press through the threat of retaliation for any unfavorable publicity

Certainly the numerous”unnamed sources in or close to the government

on whom newspapers relieb for‘a good deal of information would be most

.

_ reluctant to talk to reporters if they might subsequently be identified

and face dismissal. 24 Editorial writers and reporters would by'neces-

~

sity have to weigh careful&y the personal consequences in- store before
) N Y »
wrii.ng anything the goverrment might consider critical or embarras-

v i Y ) M

sing. o - T ; -

In defending the legislation, the government said it was not at-

tempting to muzzle the press, ﬁewspapers remained free to print what

/*

k
they. liked. However, ‘the provisions in the act appear to have been

%rnment‘liked——or pay

- dimed at making the newspapers print what the?
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A r

]
when Aberhart announced in 1936 %is intention of bringing in a press

v

licensing system. The Herald. said it would be (easy for a newspaper to

P
. b

avoid difficuylties. -

< -~ "~
.

All it'need”dd_is agree with Mr. Aberhart, prai;% Mr. Aberhart,

" approve of every. government policy, right or qung, suppress -
any fact relating to a mistake or a failure' 6t a scandal in
government circles; and color all the facts it did publish with
a strong tinge of government _propaganda. 25

. \ 4 \\
The. premier/s" conceptidn‘of how government news should be handled
e ' o
was demonstrated'eaiﬂy in his first term when he and Provincial Sec-

retary Ernestlpagning met with some four hundred  Edmonton and district
Yholesalers, retailers and manufacturers to discuss a proposed buginess
'cooe; 'fgé\notice‘ann0uncing the meeting said the session would ber
clgsed to the press, and the invited businessmen were requested "not 'to
igiye publicity either to the meeting or what transpires thereat."26

Any necessary publicity would be given out by the premieri Here was
ythe typlcal‘approach by Aberhart, who was accustomed to running a one-
man show. He would decide what publicity was necessary There would
be one, and only one, interpretation of what occurred at the meetlng——
his; Everyone else'would fall into line, andrthe*newapapera would re--
port only what Aberhart told them,,which in this particular instance.

turned out to be a five -sentence summary of the meeting
What Aberhart was attempting to do through tné Accurate News and

Information Act was to stifle an important voice in the general dis-

cussion of public'affairs, a discussion that constitutes an essential

the penaltv ‘%he situation wa&qnot far from what‘the Herald anticipated
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-

element of -any democratic system. In Alberta at fthat time the voice
of the newspapers was'particularly useful, exﬁreésing as it did the

questions and doubts abogt Social Credit shareq by a large part of the

+
!

population. As an“unofficial opposition, the press was far more ef-
fective:in challenging'the‘governmenﬁ, in holding_ABerha;t to account,
than was the small éfficial opposition in the legislgture, which was
dominated by the large Social Credit majority. Secondly, Abé;hart was
making extensive uSe‘of anothér'medium oé mass cbmmunication, tféns—_
forming what:was suPposed to bé a religious brbadcast into a powerful
Qéapon for political bropaganda. The press provided ;.different‘view
of the gdvefnment from what the premier told his‘radio'listenéré;
éithohgh, as was shown in the preJlous chapter, it ga&e Social Credit?
. ers ;mpie pﬁorpuﬁi;y to state their case. ‘Under the Accurate Neys and
Info;matioh A;t, press oginion would pave‘been-muted, iimiting the bp;n
and free discusgién of ﬁatters afgecting'all Albertans.

- The impoftancé af public discussibh in the Can;dian syétem was
stressed in the Supremé Court judgment on the bresévlegislétioﬁ{ . In
‘eXamining‘the couft's rﬁling; it i§ helpful to dividé :he'judément into
. two separate secﬁions. The<fifs; is thebfinding’of the majority of the
‘court that tﬁe Accurate Neés and Informatiog Act y;s ﬁltfa vires be-
cause it forme pert of a general‘SCheme of Sdcial Credit ;egislation,
_ based on‘the Alberté4Social Credit Act, a measure which the goué&'ruled
‘was beyénd the -province's competence. Because the‘Sociai Credit Aft

was ultra vires, "ancillary and dependent legislation must fall with

n27

Jit, A minority oﬁfnionrgy Mgi Justice L.‘A; Cannon reached the .
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same conclusion about the constitutionalitv of the act by different
reasoning. He held that freedom of the press in discussing public af-
fairs and the right of citizens in this area were SubJects of criminal
law, a matter of federal jurisdiction The Accurate‘News and.Informa—--
tion Act was an attempt by the Alberta legislature to .amend the Crimi-
nal Code and was therefore beyond the provirnce's jurisdiction. Once

the court found the press act ultra vires, Chief Justice Sir Lyman

‘Duff, speaking.for the majority, said there were "some- further obser-

I
o

vations" to be made on.the measure.2® ‘These observations dealt with
the question of public discussion in the Canadian system They make up
the second sectlon of the judgment
Chief Justice Duff said the :British North America Act, aiming for
a constitution similar 1n principle to that of the United Kingdom,
cdntemplated a Parliamenc working under the_influence of public opin-
ion and.publfc discussion. Such an institution derived its efficacy
from
.the free public dlScu551on of affairs, from criticism and
answer and counter-— criticism, from attack upon policy and ad- .-
ministration and defence and counter- -attack; from the freest
. and fullest analysis and examination from every point of view
. of political pﬁoposals 29
The right of free publ dlscussion of public affairs-— notwithstand:
ing its incidental mis hiefs --was the ”breath of life for parlia—

n30 The Chief Justice said everybody w0uld concede

mentary institutions.
to the provinces a degree of regulation of newspapers But the limit

was Teached when the leglslatlon



the...British North America Act and the statutesd of)the Dom—

inion of Canada.31 ) ,

505151 Crediters; hoeever,-did dot.see_free pubiic discuséion as
.'the breath of life of parliamentary institutions. From the,perty's
earliest de?s in Alberta; when Aberhart was justigettipg'the movement
under way, supporters tejected discussion of policies and debaie on is-
sdes} .There‘was always only one right pelicy, and thei was the one
.leid down by'Aberhart, w;o, as a preacher and‘formet school principal,
was not aecustomed to hafing.his word-challenged. This aétitude cerried‘
over to the days of Soeiai Credit geverﬂmene; with the leeder himsel§
.settingithe example fer his flock‘in smdg intolerance. ,Aberhart.seem;
ingly could not grasp the notion of debate and discussion as an essen;
tiel part-of democraticdgovernment. The fact that he avoided partic-
ipating in debates in the legislature, preferring to epeak‘to the peo-
ple by ;edio (with only hie views expressed), indicates a lack of {
dhderstandipg of and lqncerd for -the democratic process. As for the .
newspapers, he apparen;ly did‘not see any use for them other than to
carry Seeial.credit‘propeganda.. In ail his many referenceeﬁto ;he
press there apeeefs to be ho‘mention of newspapere.playing a valuable
role in a democratic syStem by‘providing anqindependent view of the
government by raising issues and by serving as a forum for debaRe

’

Such a role was of no value to a leader who steadfastly believed there
. s .
was only one correct viewpoint--his own. _The government's rigidly~nar—

row approach was Summed up by Mr. Justice Cannon. Obviously the credit’

13

<
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scheme of the Aberhart administration would not succee{{ unless everyone

could be indﬂcedffo believe in it and help it along, si>it was there-

fore necessary td control the sources of information fo keep Albertans

1

Mimmune from any vacilat... in their absolute faith' i

‘

the govern-

. 32 L 5 " o
ment's ‘plan. The Social Credit doctrine "must become, for the peo-
ple of Alberta, a sort of' religious dogma of which a free and uncon-
trolled discussion is not pérmissible."33 Mr. Justice Cannon said
the pith and substance of the Accurate News and Information Act was
to regulate the Alberta press from the viewpoiht of public policy by
preventing the publié from being misled or deceived as to any policy or
ag;ivitybf the Social Credit goVernment_and "by reducing any opposi-
" w34

tion to silence or bring upon it ridicule and public contempt. i,

The attitude of Social Credit towards discussion of public .af-

v ¢

fai?s_is~ind%cated by Manning;s reply to a Herald editorial cbmmenting
“on the'absenée of a definite pia&/in :nabling-legislation introduced’
in ﬁarch, l936ﬁ The ﬁroyincial secrét¢Lybthodgh;.it woﬁld be foolish‘
for -he gdvgrnmenf to.make details public.so that "our enemieé would
have further meéns.of'attacking US;"3S M;nning.apparently could not
see the.possibility qf any worﬁhwhile éogtribution being Qadg through
criticisﬁ'and‘debate. Those who ﬁiéht raise queétions or fin& fault
were enémies, aﬁd any differing viewpoint.copstiéuted ah attack on the
goverﬁment.' | |
Had the Accurate News and'Informa;ion Act become iéw; it w&uld
havé;chaﬁged the whole‘concep; of a free press in a déﬁocratic,society

and thus altered the democratic system itself. Despite-aSSUrances.by

e

L



~ the...Sociay Credit government.'

- Goebbels could be published.™

117

Yo

Abefhar£ and other members of the government that the legislacioﬁ would
not interfere with the liberty of the press, Alberta newspapers no
longer would have- been free to express their views on gévérnment af-
fairs, to questionmn apd criticise prdposals they considéred harmful.

The act was designed to regulate newspaperé "to the satisfaction of

36 In effect, the Accurate News and

Informati Act would have turned back history, by reinstituting a sys-

N

tem under ?if%ﬂ newspapers were punished for publishing material un-

favorable tbv_the ruling authorities. " Provisions for disclosure of

A} N .
names, coupled with the penalty clauses, would have imposed consider-

able restraint on the press, éé showngpearlier, giving the Social Crédit
régime "gffectivé control under the guise of fairness."37 ‘The logical
extension of this“kind of control cquid be seen in Nazi Germany. In'
1933, an Editor's Law, drafted by the minister of propaganda and en-
lighpenmént, Joséph Goebbels, gtipuléted‘that éll journalists had to .
register with the state, adopt the Nazi philesophy, and "do exactly as
they' were told."38 ‘Each newspaper had a chief editor who servea’as an

official of .the state, ensuring that~“'"only material approved by

39 When the Alberta press bill was intro-

‘ duced, a columnist for Social Credit’ own newspaper wrote that the

measure "succeeded in out-Hitlering Hitler."

40 .

- Drafted at about the same time as. the sweeping legislation to
license businesses and employees, the Accurate News and Information
Act confirmed the worst suspicions .ef those who earlier had detected

totalitarian tendencies in Aberhart's approach. “While the goVernment
' ¢
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was increasing its control over the individual citizen, it was also

s

attempting to muffle one of the main voices of criticism, discussion
and dissent. What the press act signalled‘in Alberta was a move away
from the democratic system by an administration that simply could not

come to terms with th: open and free discussion of public affairs so

essential to that system.
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FOOTNOTES
\

[

lFrom a Moscow speech, 1920. Quoted in William J. Small, Political
Power and the Press (New York: W, W. Norton § Co., Imc., 1972), p. 31.
The auﬁhqr does not give a' published source, and I was unable tp locate
the original.

) 2The Lieutenant-Governor paid for this action. Seven months later
the legislature voted to stop paying expenses for his official res-
idence, Government House, and the cabinet was directedvnot to pay his
office expenses. ‘ .

3Although the Alberta government -appealed  the Supreme Court ruling
on all three bills, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Co- 1l did
not rule on the press act or the credit regulation act. Thcse measures
were under the éuthority_of boards or commissions established by the
Alberta Social Credit Act, and ‘that act was repealed by the province
‘before the appeal was heard in London. The J8dicial Committee said
the press and credit acts were rendered inoperative by this move.

.4An Act to Ensure the Publicatién of Accuraté News and Anforma-
tion, Alberta Legislature, 1937, Third Session.

5Originally, the act stipulated that daily newspapers would be
compelled to provide up to a.full page for any one statement and weel -
lies a maximum of one-tenth of a total issue. But this was amended to
say the board's statement should not exceed the length of the statement

it was correcting. . , -
6 . . B .
An Act to Ensure the Publication of Accurate News and Information.

7 _ .
Several amendments were subsequently made to the legislation, but
the principle remained unchanged.

'8Calgary Daily Herald, October 1, 1937.

Q . . LN

"Calgary. Albertan, October 4, 1937, In 1936, the Albe 1. bega
describing itself as "A Pu?licly Owned Newspaper Supporting social
Credit Principles." ‘

>

loEdmontohAJournal, October 5, 1937.
.

Mrpig, | \
Y2rpia. , SN
b4,

—_—

14Ibid.
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lSIbid. It proved no such thing. The Social Credit member appar-
ently read the Journmal the day after the banking legislation was in-
troduced. On the day the measure was brought in, August 4, 1937, the
newspaper published an extra edition in which the full text of the
premier's statement was carried on Page One immediately below the head-
line announcing the banking bill. The next day, for readers who had
not received the extra edition, the Journal carried Aberhart's state-
ment on' Page Eight.

16Time after time, ministers'"officially denied happenings which
were subsequently 'known to be facts." Edmonton MLA Walter Morrish,
Calgary Albertan, October 5, 1937. ’

17Edmonton Jodrnal, September 1, 1937.

lBPeqple's Weekly, October 16,.1937.

lgLetter from George Ashworth, Peace River, Januarys20, 1936. Pre-
mier's Papers, Archives. :

2OStatement of the Canadian Weekly Newspapers Association (Alberta
Division) and the NDaily Newspapers of Alberta, submitted to the leg-
islature's Agricultural Committee during consideration of the Accurate
News and Information Act. Edmonton Journal, October 1, 1937.

2lipig,

22pn Act to amend and consolidatelfhe Licensing of Trades and Busi-
nesses Act, Alberta Legislature, 1937, Third Session.

3For incorrectly stating in a column the position of a backbench
Social Crediter on legislation, Don Brown of the Journal was declared
guilty of a breach of House privileges and ordered detained in Leth-
bridge jail "during the pleasure of the assembly.”" However, the ar-
rest warrant was never signed and a day later the House ordered the
"release". of the repdrter. Edmonton Journal, March 25 and 26, 1938.

24 o L ‘

The premier himself regularly used unidentified -sources to make a
" point or to raise an 1ssue. In his Sunday broadcasts he would preface
a remark with -something like "a ‘friend told me..." or "I understand
that...." B

25CalgagzﬁHerald; September 15, 1936.

.26Ibid., January 13, 1936.

27Supreme Court Répétts (1938), p. 132.

2 .
hslbid.
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Ibid., p. 133.

Ibid., pp. 133-134.

Ibid., p. l44.

31p14.

~

PCalgary Herald, March 10, 1936.

36Jerome A. Barron, "The Constitutional Status of Freedom of Speech

and Press in Canada: The ‘History of-a.Quiet Revolution," in Northwest-

ern University Law Review,‘vol. 58 (1963—1064) p. 78.
_ 37John T. Saywell, "Reservation Revisited: Alberta, 1937;" in Can-
adian Journal of Economics and Political Science, vol. 27 (August 1961)

p. B70. . ‘

38Johr_1 Hohenbefg,‘Free Press/Free People: The Best Cause (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1971), p.-225.

B . o

39 bid.

4OCalgary Albertanfrbctober 1, 1937.



CHAPTER VI

‘ CONCLUSION
P

~ | Freedom of discussion is essential to enlighten public ppinion

in a democratic state; it cannot be curtailed without affect~
ing the right of the people to be informed through sources in-.

‘.dependent Qf the government concerning matters of public in-
terest. ] : ' ' 1

//) —--Mr. Justice L. A. Cannon

The Accurate News:and Information Act was purportedly designed to
ensure that Alberéans received a factuéi account of the Social Credit
government in their new;pape;s. Introduced«aftér repreated complaints
by Aberhart and his followers that the press misiebresented the admin—x
istration and was unfair tg Social Credit, the iegislation was sup- |
posedly a.correctiye measure.h Its_reai Sbjectives, however, were en-
tirely different from what was stated by the government. In féfcing
newspapefs co print official statements, ﬁhe Aberhart aaministfation

sdﬁght to establish a new propaganda outlet, one that would cover the

province at no cost to the government. Other provisions in the act

‘were meant'to,give'the government control over what the press said

about it, thus restriéting the debate on public affairs.

’

This paper has shown that the government's professed motive for

‘introducing such legislation lacked credibility; the administration did

not have a supportable case for its charges of misrepresentation and
unfairness against the press. It cannot be denied. that the government

was under constant attack in the press. The newspapers, 'as economic

’

122
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and intellectual enterprises, were particularly councerned over the pos-
. w

sibility of further damage befpg done to the economy through attempts
to"introduce‘untested and patently unworkable Social Credit measures.

However, we have seen that Social Crediters produced scant evidence
: : ' v

to indicate the press was preésenting a false picture to the Alberta =

population. And whateVer their editorial views, the newspapers had

opened their pages to the administration to present its side. The

.

true motives for the press legislation were found elsewhere.

~Earlier chapters establiéhed that thevSociai Credit movement,’

taking its lead from Aberhaft, was extremely sensiiiﬁe to criticism
‘and intolerant of those who disagreed Vith official policy. Unable

to deal Vith.differing views through réasoned argﬁment, Social Cred-

i
iters chose instead to attack those holding such views. The press, as

one ‘of the major critics of Soclal Credit, was thus a natural target

for a narrow-minded and vindictive government determined to ''get even"

.with those it ;onsidered enémiesn 'Aberhért wanted révengé 6n the news;
fpapegs not only for.what they said about hi; government'but aiso for
tpé anti—SOcial.Credit barrage oé thé 1935 election caﬁpaign;'_As well,
“the preés was an obvious .scapegodat for;tﬁe difficulties the government

was eéftountering and its failure to,deliver the people from their ec—.
- . . —«- . 3 ‘ ) .

- onomic misery, as Had been promised. . It was easy to blame the press -

o @

for the government's inability to produce the Social Credit‘system€”

that was supposed to usher in a new economic era.
’ ‘ R .
The Accurate News and Information Act was also admirably suited to

a party and government fervently‘committed'to propagating the Social



Credit doctrine \éberhart never tlred of preaching his message over

4 o\

radio and, as the. attempt to purchase the Albertan indicated, he wanted
. )

that message carrled in the press as well. The press act would have
glven him thisg opportunltv by forcibly enlistlng all newspapers to

”n
serve as unpaid carriers of Social Credit Statements. Aberhart would

-~

then have been in a positlon to cover v1rtually the entire province by

WS
“

radlo and the press. But if propagandéﬁhad been the main motlve ~ the
leglslatlon would have stOpped at the point where it compelled news-

papers to print government mes%ages. The ' Accurate News .and Informdtion

r

Act, however, went far beyond what was required to provide a new prop-
'l . i - t ’ . “
aganda channel. ’

By demanding 1dent1f1catlon of those persons who contrlbuted to

unflatterlng storles and cr1t1cal edltorlals, and by threateninguto
~ - )
ot comply, the government

stop publlcatlon of newspape&s which d1d

;

;clearly was‘attemptlng to control‘what was id abefit- the Social Credit

’
v

'administration. The reason it wanted such control was, shown to be

llnked to Social Credit' s experience in office. Aberhart and his col-
leagues strongly resented .the unsympathetlc treatment of the press at
the best of tlmes, but the good tlmes'were rare in the government's
early years. Day after day;vneWSpapers reported the-disappointments

and failures of the administration. These stories showed the Aberhart

government wds unable to deliver the promised economic salvation, and

exposed the Social (redit program as jdét s0 much wishful thinking.

a

From its own narrow viewpoint, then, the government had an excellent.

Areason for wanting to control the press. to suppress the news and com—'

’



125

1\ /

ment that were dest;oying éll lingering illusions about Social Credip.

h

— Witk this narrow viewpoint, however, thé§government could/not see,

or chose to ignore, the wider ramifications of the Accurate News and

-

Information Act. As the Supreme Court of Canada stated in ml ng the
S - Cr ) !

act ultra,ﬁires, Aberhart was attempting to restrict the flow of pub-

lic deba;e and discussion that is an infgz;al partjof the Canadian

system of government. With his authoritarian approach, Aberhar; did
. N . 1

not appreciate the need for or tHe value of s debate and discussion.

His main concern was protecting the i e of his §
and ensurir: the fegime's surviva}. - Thé Accurate News and Info

Act showed that to do tﬁis he was willing to sacrifice part of the dem-

ocratic system. L |

. -
. s
v . '
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. bt
lFrom the Suﬁ;émg Court of Canada judgment L
and Information Act. \Supreme Court Reports (193

n the Accura

8), Pp. 145-146>
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APPENDTIX

AN ACT TO ENSURE THE PUBLICATION OF
ACCURATE NEWS AND INFORMATION

1937

(THIRD SESSION)
BILL 9.

An Act to Ensure the Publicatiqn of Accurate News
~and Information.

_(Reserved for the Signification of the Gove_rnoj‘
General’s Pleasure—October 5th, 1937.)

HEREAS it is expedient and in the public interest that
the newspapers published in the Province should furn-

ish to the people of the Province statements made by the
authority of the Government of the Province as to the true
and exact objects of the policy of the Government and as to
the hindrances to or difiicultie~ in achieving such objects, to

" the end that the people may be informed with respect thereto.

Now, Therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice and

.consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of

Alberta, enacts as follows : .
. Q _ .
1. This Act may be cited as “The Accurate News and .
Information Act.” . o

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

() “Chairman” means the Chairman of the ‘Board
constituted by section 3 of The Alberta Social
Credit Act; . -

(b) “Newspaper” means a paper containing public
news, intelligence or oeccurrences or remarks or
observations thereon, printed for sale and pub-
lished periodically in parts or numbers at regular
intervals not exceeding thirty-one days between
the publication of any two of such papers, parts or
numbers, and includes a paper printed in order to
be made public weekly or oftener, or at intervals
not exceeding thirty-one days containing only or
principally advertisements, and a paper contain-
ing accounts of.events occurring within thirty-one
days before the date of publication. :

3.— (1) Subject to the other provisions of this section,
every person who is the proprietor, editor., publisher or
manager of any newspaper published in the Province, shall
when required so to do by the Chairman, publish in that
newspaper any statement furnished by the Chairman which
has for its object the correction or amplification of any

" statement relating to any policy or activity of the Govern-

ment of the Province published by that newspaper within
the next' preceding thirty-one dayvs. -
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(2) E\'erj' such statement shall have written upon it a

certificate in the following words: “The foregoing state-
‘ment is published by the direction of the Chairman of The

Social Credit Board,” which certificate shall be printed ar
the foot of the statement to which it relates.

(3) Esery such statement shall be printed with the type
ordinarily\ised in the printing of the newspaper. -

(4) The length of any statement required to be published
shall not exceed the length of the statement corrected there-
Ly and such statement shall be given the same brominence
as to position. type and space as the statement corrected
thereby. - o :

(5) Every requirement Ly the Chairman for the publi-

- cation of any statement shall be in writing signed by the
. Chairman, and shall be deemed to have been duly made upon-

the receipt of the requirement together with the Statements
referred to therein at the office oy usual place of business of
any of the following persons, namely, the proprietor, editor,
publisher or manager of the newspaper:

, (6) Every statement so reguired to be published in a
newspaper shall be submitted in the language used in 'the
publication of such newspaper and shall be published in the
next regular issue thereof after the day upon which the
requirement for the publi .iion thereof ieferred to in sub-
section (5) is received at the office or usual place of business
of any of the following persons, namely, the proprietor,
editor, publisher or manager of the new-paper.,

(7). No statement required to be published pui'suant to
this Act shall contain any notice or other matter the publi-

-cation of which is required to be made pursuant to any other

statute or which is ordinarily published as advertising. '

4. Every person who i3 the proprietor, editor, -publisher
or manager of any newspaper, shall upon being required so
to do by the Chairman In"writing, within twenty-four hours
after the delivery of such requirement-at the office or usual

place of business of any of the following persons, namely,
" the proprietor, editor, publisher or manager of the news-

paper, make a return in writing setting out every source
from which any information emanated, as to any statement
contained in any issue of the newspaper published within

‘ sixty days of the making of the requirement and the names,

addresses and occupations of alj persons by whom such in-
formation was furnished to the newspaper, and the name
and address of the write?t of any editorial, article or news
item contained in any such issue of the newspaper as afore-
said.

5. No actibn.for libel shall be maintainable on 'é.ccount of |

the publication of any statement pursuant to ‘this Act
against any person who is the proprietor, editor, publisher,
managerwor printer of the. newspaper publishing the :same
Or against any employee of any such person or against any

134
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rson on account of any-subsequent publication of any such
tatement. )

6. In case the proprietor, ediror, publisher or manager of

any newspaper has been guilty of any contravention of any

of the provisions of this Act the Lieutenant Governor in -

Council, upon the recommendation of the Chairman, may by

order prohibit,— ) ‘

(a) the publication of such. newspaper either for a
definite time or until further order; 7 .

(b) the publication In any newspaper of anyvthing

. Written by any person specified.in the order; :

(c)\.the publication of any information emanating

from any person or source specified in the order.

" 7.—(1) Every person who contravenes any of the pro-
visions of this Act or who makes any default in complyving
with any requirement made in pursuance of this Act shall
be liable to a penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars:

- (2) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions
of any order in council made pursuant to section 6 of this
Act shall' in respect of every such contravention be liable
to a penalty net to exceed one thousand dollars. -

. E

(3) Any penalty which any person is liable to pay pur-
suant to any provision of this Act shall be recoverable either
by suit brought by the Chairman in any court of competent
civil jurisdiction, or upon summary conviction upon the
imformation or complaint of the Chairman or of some per-
son authorized in writing by the Chairman to lay such in-
_formation. ’ :

S. This Act shall come into force on the day upon which
it is assented to.



