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" The subject of ‘this thesis is a sense of pmportion in Virginia
= Vooif. It explores pola.riuea 1{n her novels md relates roau-ront

 themes suggested 1:1 thess polarities to biographical and autoblografe
icd nterial. Taking A Room of One's Own as a central statount, I
have followed: Virgilia Voolf's ideas on women in fiction, on soli‘h;de
‘and shasire, eanity and silcide: b |
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- elnhxtthdchmctorofthe%rlmndhhmkompo mthevory loopo-- )
" whish they affaid. Such terms, can serve as sighposta only, : explan-.
" ations, and 1t is thc linitation of sich ags that I propoie to explm.

' mmmtmmoﬂ,oachla&lmhnhummmnmn

4"’.i*bdanoodagdmtanoppoun¢argunntand1th mchaunuofnro— .
- ".’bporttlm that I hopo to omblish. vngmu Voolf's omn lite hu boen N |

L weld 4 domntod.by m of her o dia.riu, her husband’s mtobiomptv. o

2B

and hirnqhe"; hro-voluno biognpby G:lvon hur m hnn.nistic a.pproschv
o to litera'hxm a.nd tho 1ntcrnt1ng ra}.ationﬂlip behnon hsr lifa n.nd books,‘ B
1tamajustiﬁtuetostnd.yooﬂdnrocurr1ngmulurworkﬂtha~ '@.‘.

per.poctive which 1ne1udos biognphioﬂ ntcrhl 'lho“faot that aha ‘Was

'smundmconnoquontlymiond, mticudandappruudun o

woman . mw: was aonthm ahe was very nond.tivo to. 'nn w:iaritiu

he set hor.olt as an a.rtist noeouu-ily,ru&ictod Inr .ooumity. and

thomtaloﬂun-ucnuhich brmunswudm-ﬂ-orgodhar
mtho-olmdsofmmw. mmmmmmchmoqmn'
wmmmnmnﬁmtmnmmm-umtxm

tosugutby 'amofmportiwinvimma'oolf"f

v ¢ e S g e s 1 e S e -
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1. Blographical. Introduction | ‘ |
-" 1 AS & young woman, Virginia Voelf ;'aeoivod a lon 1liberal odneation
-than m genenl]q a.tfordod her. peers. leslie Stephen's connrntin :
vas more” closely related to_thq-.intellebtqal and moral integrity of the
| Glajahii Bect fhat it iai tb:Vic":‘tbn:n convelition. it ‘15 txrue that tho
"girln a1 not Join‘ ‘thefr hothera at univorsity. but thcy were allowod

_ ummnl 11 nse 1n that Vanesu’tatudiqd art and Virgi.nia was givon tho
' her father's: library . Other young women pa.intod and Tead) —e

‘thel® & sketches were drawing’ roonnm-éolmn and their books-most often
' ncmals which had boan as casua.lly written as they wura raad. Vanosu, .
»hmver. drcw fron 1live lodola at the sladq a.nd Virginia. 'bagun to dia- -
crinlna.to between auﬂxors, lou:n Greek, and la.ke her own attanptl at |
writing. 'mo usual tcoonplish-ents considerod. suitablo for Victori\.\u
o £irls weie not altqother noglacted, althoudl dmcins and tho planqg were
_.a.bo.nr.lonoi wbn naither lﬂ.u Stephen shaued f&cil:lty or ontlmulun
!'ollowing their nother's death in 1892. ’l'qhe plltriarcml ahosphm |
~'uf the home becane both nore cvident andioppreuive. Ioalio called u.p-

‘i.'onhisdaughterstommishhil\dthﬂle confortandmsmmeohohad   ' 1

' ~'_.boen acamto-od to raoeive frol his v:lfe. He fraquantly pve vent to

his grief at bereavement, hig loneliness and fear of @st-ihxuon. all
of wh:léh aéeonpanied by tears and groans a.ppom&nloﬂrqntic and made
. the giving of sylpathy a duty oxactod rather than fruly given.' As Les-

- . 110 bocm inmuingly deaf and - self-absorbod, the sirbers' half-

brot;nm- Georgo mchvorth, ook 1t upon himself to introduce tho girls
. :_i:to London socioty. axp.n.noo vas- painful for boths they found

'_ »themlvn ﬂLoquippod to shine 3- such gathering- and unhpnuod by

- the shallow naturo of tho mteﬁa'mnt. ‘ Virsini.s would aoour nad In
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,Hnariu1nscornerthmvonwnontothodmoeﬂmoren¢ml.young
nn in the oxpootod style. of c;on\rm:sati.on.1 ‘ |

B Hownr, thon are more hporunt things in this life—
1frmd11hou1-h:n'tboiabdtodancoinﬂwm s .
andﬂutioomofﬂwrougavhylhopotogoﬂxm

But 1r Virginia held aJ.oof fm states of being sha could not assume as.

. hor own, sho m navortholou drm tawa:nd thn. Hor oqnoity fo'r nuv- ‘

'-'_autriotofn:mery hmtsandownmm}ndbonbuﬂd-mdw

alence was a futuro of hex\ adult 1ife and’ 1. illust:ntad by a lotur
n'itton a yoa.r: a.ftor that q-uotod abwa 'In 1t she oum- _
| | Iwould giveulllyprofcmnd cmktodmoemmynu...?
People were quick to extol George's genorouty .na to invite the guw
. gratitude, tut uid.o f'ron not caring for the p-.run to which he escorted -
" them, they ‘suffered from his night-time enbrl.con which were warmer than |
'mnculu a.ffeotion allowed tut which they » were ‘too. um»a to report.
| | Virginu grew ap. obsorving ‘the Victorian oodu of boha.viwr 'but
. with quite different interests and destres at h.u-t “The death-of her
"f.ﬂun mdc.qn td.uly n.rrlm mod the ym.suphena from fnum o
 suthority) and whilst Virginia was. plaguod with gilt which asgravated
hex first u.‘jm: bu:ukdm, mumu 1m1ty and oo-ptti'bﬂity knit the '_
young stepuena mt& & group dotcnlned to nvo mdopond.nt of thou o=
lations and values whioh held tio lunins for them. Virginia's. elau- '
brother, Thoby, had recently come down from Cantridge and togwnr they
set up houu in what was oonsidond the unfuhlm‘blo nnd rl.t.hor nupoct ‘?

| ':mmorddnumwtrwunporuofsouponuwcar-
d.onﬁqnmfiltondinto tbeirrupootublycimspootom Itmll-
logodtlutmmmqmtdth-hmtﬂlﬂwuﬂyhamofming.
-«M!hithymdnmkmmnmrotmbjomdlmudﬁthmtﬂn "

‘ .
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reserve daonod nooouaLy in tho oonpuv of nll-hrod young mn% “Sub~
oequont acoou.nts of abnndonod pu-tie- where Vmpn shed no-t of hor
clothing in & riotous dance, and reports of the sexual irregularities of
.vu-ioul ‘guests, led toa aovoranoe of" mlations-—a doprlva.tion whioh % P/ . ’%‘:&
young Stephens were more tha.n willing to acospt. S Sl
' To cutelders Bloonbury came to mpreunt  dartagly riﬁim, jawun- - ”?{ X,
1ty of ﬁ'ionda V:lrginia Uoolf nnnud the public'l la.bol 'hioh&\ ,
of her aoquaintanoos s mp. doacryim that moo-shu.'y m in%twlf ’ho .

nm lpccia.‘l. than Ric!mond or Qu.'d.ng Qron. It was not a clu‘b in tho

-anu of foml nlbor-hip, nhu'od mn or profqnion-, but . tho fact

‘ nninod th-.t certain people nud to mt for pmn.l dilm-d.ons l.nd
~that thelr oonm\ar one anothey and for Gertain !.ntollootul and uun-

" anistic nlue; d.lstinguishod thea from any cthor gathh-ug moh they _’
 } l.ight a.t tinu be pu-t of. . Bahnood ngunst tho locuution of uoontiou-
- ]mu was another of Ivory cuuo usthotioin—-mt Bloouhury wis s

- d,rﬂo of nlf-oongnhﬂ;tory lnob- whou oth.roul mmﬁum

| .sz'ouly 1maponsfble ina world rlft vith soctal dunmuu.“,' A cur- )
‘,wry glanoo a.t thoso oonlidmd mt cloaely munoa wi.ﬂa Bloou- L

'b\u'y d.ispels auch a mepiu oondmuom quu'd lsyno- molutiou- :
. 1med international oeunonics: Leonard. woolf. s committed -ood.di-t.
.lactivo 1n ptovincm politics and in the fomtion of the league of
Fations; and Glive Bell's ‘penchant for the 14fe of & emntx-y nquu'a
- mroolynum mpoofunmm target. oummmtun.hwt
- .,"Moo-hxry as 1f 1t were a 'closely knit u.oeution' with shared loﬁ-
st politicd -y-pmon’ *hilst J.K. Jobnstone belioved the cmian
; _pronounoanntl of G.l. Hom undarln%u m rupoot tou: thi!gl of -
. the lpirlt' uhioh hzvught tagethorthisgrwp of mmmn-.‘ It 18



-

Gloa from the range ot‘ghamioé £1163 agatnst m.e..'m” that there

“was & -xch grutor dinrsity of mpathy and ocmpation ‘than thm m
unlfonityl but the geno:nl lovol of hullipnoo, an htu'nt 1.n f.ho
arta and a.ffection for one mothcr dou ronromt lonothinc u!ucb nl:n e

‘ﬂntanlunmlrafmeo.‘-"i;\- '_ , . e

© . Virgiala woo1r's nhnon-up to Bloonhury ohmgod with the yu.rl‘ :
a8 d.id e co-pouuon s the ﬁ'oquonqr wlth which the friends met, Wt i

o 1n the eu:ly yom 14 was vary mach’a. rohtionlhip with oumag. re-"

R L

’.’f |

"’muitodbyﬁobyudMs fnemu, and her fa mmmuunyf N

uere for her oldor ba.-other, 'moby. Lib mr,rm elme aho ulond 'Ihoby, '

- '_: 'tho m uf{:tionatoly nichund tho Goth on: aoocunt of lus cplondid L

N .‘physiquo, and uhon chmctor ptoplo land for 11'.: domcy: ‘he was & |

e ,r'lhbll frhnd. honest: ana Jut. mp-. wn Pc:minl in ‘e 'ﬂ A
. a ntue dn’ll, hut ennenuy dni.nhla., vugm..-- mnuf oontwt i

U wth cumap was through letters. written to 'lhoby.- In his replies ah._'
gli.lpood a life of cloiltors und cony rooms, -mugut m%m -
y -poetryamilifo, frfondshipcndptom mmbothfucmua

= _and nntagonuod-omitd ¢t tho thdud!t of mting oth‘r pop]_. both m_'i S
o terostodina.nduble ‘botl.lkabout Shllusm, bntdimudbytbe e

stiwtiona:l emlusion ofmandhypmnuum mthoir nllo y‘

'*_-:._muon-.tomut lmt, rmobyummmthofutorhop-
odfor,lndinthemm-hoomldmmolymutohhhor
"m-t@tiw.tummﬁmatmmmuuad&@mum

| father. Fer ressrvatio persisted wben Thoby's friends fivst fans. to
"_,_-‘Mmutmm. ﬂulhphud:hnh,wido—qodun—.

.j':'*:-!lingoountmoemdmm-ubum«mumtdmtoMu,
'1_-:'1_‘butthomuo“Wummmmnc-nmuci‘

..\"



Athoyuuthu lumotod’nduhiehmoruahmod- no-nuim
was a nolntnhtm oonvo:utiomu-t. Sunn ayam 'mrnu' wam. & IIIIOO-!

.1motmommmnnpo¢u~1-u mmuon.’nman Strachey
.-',-mnmuyutty.mnmnnonmam mttahwth-ou;
- ..Mmmmuuuuuooummun-u-uwmmw
' ‘oloction to the Sooloty of Apo-tlu. w-ro thny really so duf‘mnt,

‘, imoh bottorroh or bottor able towrlto than’ she m?-ﬂn nnuot was
Ca nlf-dofond.nmstun. xfnumtmdwmmhmmdmt

' -'iozpomuontoffhoirutm -kills. dnmmcrthohuwrtinm

Y '_'_criuoin of thoir oo-un.d publiostion of poems in 1905. ™ her eseay.

.........

_'f,@meudmmmuthmwmmm-

Mtionﬂndetootad pom:ru.tng, mmmrumwuu

m t-pmdb:rouofthst tho Mompd moh d.'biliuumn _
- Mhmchtahmmlytathntnmohbhq;
: mw&mwmmm«my
m,mmmammwmm _
‘htmmnbyﬂVWMamuﬂmwvwm&m- :

:,vvﬁ.' seens oontnd.lmry -She wanted tho dncsticu.‘l. morhnitiu R

whichymmlﬁhfmﬂuntmtbmhnhichtbqwt -
. e, mmummmm»-mmtumw-

Lfcuntmltc. ntopwummhcuaxmouumum

,j','muummmwmmummumm

o mm- u:n L ms: of m m u

nulﬁdmo'u%.

‘mo mammmmnvmutm- statements
about the artist ant the mld sn m"u-»wcd-ﬁmu;. umnu Yoal? o

=N
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Hmtbrmk. )ntwhil-_tdnmuuam, lbodldmtunhoruxu

o mpon and was im in‘ben.tod 1n nhtiondup 'l'.hn.n in pu-um distinc-.
L tiona n A!bo-of und'g__gg, aheurgodymngmnmoultatomta
" about men ﬂth Inaginative cuniosity rather than anger, and 1t #h sinil-
o \ ‘ar senss of mporuon whu:h e hrlngs to her own moirs of oxporie;xco

S am sher ﬁctional mﬁom*of ruuty.
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2, Anoo-ofm.'-o-n ] -
'_ Virginia Woelf, 1ike the Duchess of l!oveut],o and Luly VWinchelssa be-
fore hcr, was f‘u'mto Mhavimal'nubanduhom synpathatic to her
iterary m-uvity. Leonard's devotion to Virginia was exceptional and
whilst other men have lovod ‘th.’.r wives, what made the Ioalf'n relation-
.mpmmmhm«nmmwummidhumm
'f"robanom-.au’mcmmmbomimmnforufohmm
mnotlnrhoodminltulfnmnmlfuum,mninthemlypartof
'thotwontiotho.ntnry,hxtitmhrmwmﬂtobonlpoctedua
nﬂ&z "In her essay A Room of One's Oun. vs.rginnwdolf explored¥ine
_"p.mmpoduonofmmun Shohgimriﬂ:;protouedcon-
”'mm u touh-t omuy her toplo. "o-on andnctaon, moans uu ho' 1+.
”f.mtitlomnndﬁctionud:tm,myww‘hm :
f:&nl.ntittom'mnammtthc;up-ub:o:itught:’

1tli¢htuan scnhwmthru-miuxignu
mtvhanlhgnto Mﬂn_'mbjaqt,in‘thh.lutm.

L ‘\i'ooncluliw. L ‘ >
Hm:pou as a muddlied ,nu m.quau hxtntll intentioned -redm isa

| "mtchnwtm-ucothsr-tylo, mhm#umnnmom- a

L .:mnnmmalm.mfommmumbmmmt." |
-""‘vjfﬂurtminlidntnndm:wh, Mtuvmwum-. S
“;~uttymmmhﬂmtmrm1c..lbrmmwmn-

ehmuthoooofdarlulnb, uhuuunma,butmummimd'
_rithnnrlmmcnuhiehndomtﬁndinmbmwhi«hnuuinm

ii'_"-ifn l.nonlar huﬁmm di-gniu tooam.nooun. Inhorintrodnetian

a

o,




. shobolittluthounfulnanof the tern 'I' mdpmposol Wﬂu‘t
nboboknmulu’yhﬂon,l&ryﬁoton.ﬂaryc-niohulormoﬂnrnm.
'ﬂnthraelnrnmﬁcunsrmtheauldmndabmtufmrthm’who
‘ishlnsodfothavingbo:moachildtoﬂns‘nngl |

-Last. nightmmnm four Marys, = T 2
. Tonight there'll je but throo, : o . oo
* There was Mary Be and Mary Seton, | h '

’

And ‘Maxry Gu'lichael. and mee

--'momnsshcpropouasocuuallymaconstantreﬂndorofthansery

and 1njustice ‘'which women havo sufferod. 1n the put, ‘the history of wh:lch

ﬂuymtcmtotmswlthinthomunt.
In ordzr to ga.the:r nterla.l for her addrou, ahe visiud the oldost

- ._jéao.t of leming at Glnbridge 'me oontra.st aho dmu betneen lunch a.t a

"nn‘s oolloge and mppor at the wonon's collego of rornhn beconos en-
'bleutic of> the diffmat opparb.mities &ffozﬂpd d.ther su. At lnnoh

"»_'shodinodonaolominmu, pu-tridso, anda."cmfoctionwhioh

'._'nona aJ.l sugu' fro- the mas. W11 Uhon one was ullmr wif.h wino and up-._»"." o

' -'.v‘;,lirtad by the aoh of a good cigmt‘ba, 11fe aoend n.rvellously good;
._.‘»one s polf-oon:tidanee m onrlclnd. one s friondnhipe dalightfnl and the

.'fuhxrouam mmdiotofmm,uﬁlimwm .
‘g::oons,follwodbypmuma'stﬁngusdm’sbeu‘t'izmaunto‘
bon&mdﬂih@thmiﬁnlgdnmammmdmmmyﬂﬂmnm@':""
‘ofﬂnmnithsuhidxndofoodanilifoingnmrﬂaombloatﬂm"»
‘men's oollege. The diffomoo 1n uulnotion andwell-bains a.f‘bu' such'
-andcommwtuwdthom.mmmow—-.
vmﬁmcmsmm&mdyclmtooxpirlnsmdhon];muvodhy-_._-_
-amnmummmwmdamtmmmntm_'_, -
ghsnl. momtmmmty.uuuﬂmwhiehmm

~
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luncheon 80O dolightful. mpper mutod a mdd; m.rket ba.rga.in, the out-i o
come of which lay uncertain in tho mmco. usm of boing 1t nth "
a mbtomnean glow, the individual soul mturod and ﬂuturod undnoid-
od botwoen hope and despair. hat "ok dn‘bioua statp of Wind vas dir
ectly related to 1:ho dullness of tho food was clear, tut 'hat, asked ire
ginia Woolf,. was the reason behind such dispanta standands. ' '
- Her inquiry led her 1nto an mastigation of. the ﬁ.na.ncoa of both
: collegos and of the oonpantive poverty a.nd nmmaso of hmhn 'mis
-'avm.noe vas mpporead by the knowlodsa tha.t not only had a woman been .
8 “barred frou ma.nling onplorylont. she had not sven boenmmd to own »
) 1ndopendont waalth, sinee any loney she was boquuthed passed tnto the
_ | F-hlnds o:l’ her father, hlllbl.nd or current l&lo suuﬂian The 1noont1ve _
".-forwmntowrkmmhﬂﬂshehuﬂnmmofh@hbwr@ld
- be spentbyothersinwmdxenightnotdxoose. !vonwhonthe Proporty
' ._ActofiBBOude 1tpouible forwonntohopﬂnirmmy, thei_r
. activity remsined. restrictod by the burden of frequent ouﬁnem%s’uhich <
'.nre theaceoptadfateaflostnn'iodm. lndbytradiuoml prajud-' ’
- '1ce which anona then 1nsuf£iciont eane.uon to ec-pote with wen for
. the Kind of wealth which vielded pover.- w,u she was pretty and
pliant, a daugbter or wife’ oould- bo beaten closs .to dea.th with inpunity
1: . fathcr ou: hnsband found her oondnct dispload.n; A niddlo class wo-
lmmgimﬁo-herfathox'adminsM mto thstofuhusbcndwho

‘ _,'hadboonchomfocrhem. 'nnoo-rorbofbormcﬁn sittingroon ;

\ depended on her physical utmotivmu and her socm class: wonon were
. 'duindandgivenuithmohthonnmmuonugonmdmnlo- :
ablo eonndi:by. such had boon the oonution of wo-an for oanturies—-

poou: and pn.nivo, ncver d.lond tho ‘means fou: an 1ndopeudont existenco :




" nor onemr&god to dmlop indopendent una. It m o.lea.r to Virginia
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woolf in 1928 that Englmd was under the rulo of a patria.rclvs "Hi;. vas

thommthemy&mminﬂnencm'la" : . .
lhn tho father, nn the aon a.nd husband m ever.nhm visible
the holdar of ofﬁces which n‘tabli-hod hh rnnked a‘bove others, a.nd if

one was 1n any daubt as. to an indivmuu's mhtin nerit, ona neod on.'Ly
cunsult mwm'a unue a.nd tha 'h.hlo of Pmeodnncy to be- told that

~ rank was acconiad synonnoualy vith worth Hion.rchj.oa mli.feratod 1n
thoamdetytoprovo oue na.n'u v&lueinrclationtoanothcranditm
intbeintcnstsofnlltobeoontimﬂlystuvingtomthomxbmng

| ontheladderfro-whichtheyughtlookdomuponmepoorunforhxmta
3_1mr dorn tho sca.le 14 A pugmcious nbition to ilpu:ova one'a s‘l:atua o A"
xixed with a respoctml ldnintion for one s supcriors ensund 'both ﬂm .
.sucooss of the lndividual wit.hi.n the ayston and tho perpetn.tion of the

. 'lhat women did not. p&rtiodpute 1n thia ola.bmte gu.lo m evident- '

fm their a.baanca even nong the nost nod,nt echalomu elearly the

drulngroonocaxpations ocryoung hdiesdidnotmpuvthutobecou: -

 Forelen Somtu'iea, oditocrs, stock. brolau-s, Jndges ox mn cu:ickoters
o .'Sm-venng & paper which mentlonsd mem lnvolvéd 1n all these activities,
_‘ iﬂxeonhnfmnmursinhvoolfﬁndstoamismmmingﬂm '» .
o  _ j'_ehaulossneuarmuob-modbym. Juﬁo.mﬂpm\mm.uourta ol
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. toct.ion of the houseowner. . But a woun who spuma 'both the role a.nd pro-

| --ucuon whieh hxve boon mignad her baoo-es in the eyea of authority, -

| ahueleu and umturaﬂ. lloun eo-pnant can ‘be powod and pz‘aiaod; non-
confoniut !he Iust bo condemed and cmmhod. - Putrla.rchy, Vlrgin.‘:.a Voolf
argued, s not only stroug, n 1s tyrmnm.l{ a.md um vohomce ld.th o

’.which wo-en a.re cmﬁned; to then- 11-1\*.«1 sphere 13 centml to i.ts eﬂnoa.'_‘:{f-:'_H.-f"_ ;7"'

= But wby. she uked, ahould 1t be ) dear to hon'a mteresta to S

E 'p:asezve thia stata o:r a.ffadrs? sm eoncludes tha.t ginn mch ump-; iy

'tions abmt roality, cven the nost 1n:ferioq: of nen w fool superior 1n

' ;"tho prresonoe of a. wum .

tlonen have aervod\au these cen'mries a,s looking gluses S
' possessing the magic-and .delicious power of “roﬂecting
 the. ﬂgure of man. at twioe its nntural sue.15 S

»  -‘ nan ""° °P°m’ "he door ipon his wife m a .eene of pleuant amaticity?: SR .
-13 chuled by the pmtty pictm:e of h.‘-.s children plqtng and his wj,f, en..

broidoring or. perhsps playing 1:he pia.no. 'm hin 11; 1ooks poaceml a.m'l

: -**fhn wife in her wost nataral nilieu. | l!either shu Bor her entertaimments .

- prosent any, challenge to his 11t nor - criticiom of 1t.‘ Hox gn.tihtde for‘f- Lo

b support and her ‘adniration for.his. woﬁdly business mtm nis. ealf-':j : :1__

S ,'.‘-v.';esteol. As he. a.lmts the door she FILTS T with ronouod self-oonfidanoe

e 'in hia snperior strenghh a.nd abﬂity to a.coo-plish things As such,

| thils 1e an acama.te deacrl.ption o:f uxose wo-an -ho mltivate 8- cmmm

‘ :ldependenoe 80, as toa.t'a-u.ctaunwho msinﬂmnfeulawho 13 fully

o '~,'uum sexually and yot not mteueetumy dn)

Literatuo ancl life offor marbun su“_ wting partraitsamtu :

. m:edita such perrfomnoos, an: 1ron1c awu'emsa of ﬁ:nn's rola asa -ag-
nifying glus for’ netcu.line hpartance whlch oxposes borl'.h the n.n‘ L
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linﬂated self-estou and the thinking person who lives behind hhe wonan'
nirror usk Sho sugge&tq that 1t is hostility tawu'ds mculino onotion-i'ﬂ _' L

l' .a.l oppmssion, a.s well as resentnqnt of nen's nonopoly of: ntori&l wpalth “

. ;a.nd pmter, .which aooounts for the anger uhich surgas 'du'ough the writings N L

RIS

S o;t women. The ninds of wonen writers, ahe contends, m dishxrbed by

" fear a.nd hatred. thus Lady winchm s poetry ia hmsaed a.nd diatra.cted

'jr _;with ha.tes and grievancea '16 whilst that of the Ducheas of Newcastle ia ) L
[ 'diﬂfisured anﬂ dafomd'” Ty rage st her situatdon. voou faulta Gha.r- SEn
N L‘lotte B:mnte fm: ainila.r shortconiugs and finds that expu:uaions of anger N R

::‘_mtmda in her mk and dismpt the sequenco. lingaring in the reader'

: -ind u fluws which jerk her ncvels out of shape. Virginia ioolf reckons o .

©that's angry. uriting cannot find a pla.oe nongst the litoritura whdoh s’

',‘_'acknouledga ug:aatu.nd towhich we. turn again a.ndagain m- renewod

v:"'_v*'tl'sthts which she shoum express. and Georee Eliot's “n&liﬂi m”‘ﬁm"

"plea.nu-e--Lnb, Bronne, 'nmclneray, Neu'nan, Ste:me, Dickens, Demincey. ‘
'And yét gnat u they a.te, fhheso anthore m not suitable nodcls for m

‘V

o _‘ a.spiring anthoressn the mwline santenco doea not fit thc feninina
' ;a::e a lesson in ill-a.da.pted style. _ m.‘[y Ja.na Austvn uins Voolf's nn- —"
B reserved ,a.pprov&l for being a wOna.n who mte 111:. (e uonn instead ot
..trying to be a. la.n. nm worla of her nuvels is adnittedly sn}.lsr tha.n ~~'_$\",""
tha.t which Eliot or Bronte a.t'benprted 'I;o porh:ay, hut 'because her sont- RS
o ences are 0 finely shaped to. fit her drauug-m expariencu. her nmls'j o

= a.re botter writ‘bon._ Nor is Ja.ne Msten halporedy mppressed rage

Hrs Uoolf's position bera ia davious- Her am.‘l:ysia of wo-on'

sooia.l stah:s, tboir econonic pavorty a.nd tho unpqua.'l. a&sinst which

| 'they-u-t uiue to um anmngfnl indopqndont exiat%,' cmfully
" .mbstanmtea; the clm of her fanta.sies and the good lnmou- with which -
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she colou:’s har oxpcsﬂ:ion nghhn har twch withwt llking ng‘ht?or hor

mbject. wonen. it uon{s havo good re.sson to foel nngry And yut she
'-7f apolosizos ror feninine angor 1h tho xonen mm nhe re'ﬁm &nd ﬁnﬁ!

it a J.hita.tion 1n their work Hmnr. the very mtbumta v‘ihich ahe

quotoa m directod a.t the same. oppu:euiona a.nd inmfforablo oonditionn B
” which uho hu boem at. pains ‘to reveal. Can. one. thon. take her criticism B
= ofthuverymm:slymn 1tasmmmmammungofmeu
wo-en so a.l:lve and close to the 'na.l:lty' of e;perienco which Vi:zinia
o - Voolf va.‘lued so hishly 1n literahm? Hmmr, her mm anger 13 vary
T definitely opumtive ham, u.lthwgh md.iraotly couchod 1n 1ronic urbanity. o

8pa.cod tbroughout her esm m conents by m 1n opposition to

wmn conposing maic. pmeuching mligion or writlng In oa.oh cue tho

womm's doaira to n.ke a mative contrihxtion is ng'aﬁod unna'lmrﬂ. and |
lihonodtoadogdmcingonitshindlegs--mobjeotofmlmmnouty

open to ridiculp. 'me ango: of ea.ch won.n Virginia Voolf mentinu stou
notdn]ythnbeingawmhtfrmbeingammmuamdﬁnds

hqrmhamdbymnﬁ,lp];bomseﬂwyconsidorhormamp‘hmm._:_

';-_"fAlas! a uoun thst a.ttalpts ‘the: pen;-
.7 Such & tuous creatire is ostoeled, .
- The fmltbynoﬂrhmatoberodmed. B

C o Te wrlte, or road, or. thin!t
j'ould cloud our: bom,
© oo And” mtompt the emquem_
-, -¥hilst ‘the dull nanage of a:
_Iz held by some . onr u'tlost

It is difﬁelnt to rud tboae lincs

stanee and pusion. Virginia. woolf ﬁ..

!.ng, but her dimtisfaction nnifeltl
. . A

. L te
AR

X



- nen who daplm tha sha.llo‘mess o:t woaon's lindn, nen who deny that wonen SR C

‘can palnt or mte. ribboned and titlod patrm:chs who Mve lost touch i
with hum valuea, and men who have bocole mb'bad and omped by cir-
5 cu;stanoos they . can neiﬂxor dom[ nor mount. '_ Lot -
| In her conolusion Virglnia, loolf suggents tha.t aJ.l grea.t a.rtim _ - -
- ?n.re a.ndrosynms. sinoe one-sidednosu 1s cut of Toporuon and incvita‘bly
"sterilo.. Shthsnom a.nd Goleridao m nn-won.nly, and if a wmn will
" write with ompanue gnatnesn stie nunt ‘Decons wonan-n.nly. In this
. -."conuxt andmgnity npnea neithor agemauty nor bisomality, bt |
o ther : keon awmmss of the relationshipa behteen the pexaa a.nd a 1d.11- .
ingneu 'I:o enb:raco as fa:r: as possi‘ble the experienee of the other ux.
o ' Such an awuvnou 1: nover a'bsent rron Virginia. 'oolf's work. . It
‘»13 not her style to 'bo amdely overt. or pugnaoious, a.nd one doos not
| -ﬁ.niah a survey of her booka with the oonclusion that nhe m an a.rrant

' .__te-mn with an axe to grind,  Political labels ha.ve o be used 80 care- . .

fully that they a:re often nore trouble ﬂ'um thay are worf.h Virginia

'liVoolf never felt oonfoa:table 1n clnbs or on conittaes wh.‘lch pz-ofe”od Ll |

' g propoaiuons and hmd a.t hsving to acconnodate uhn.t :lntmsted others.

_'_She certunly had sone synpaﬂxies which u.y bo comenienﬂy ct.llod fon-'-”
o nt, but it 15 oqually true thatahohadnoinclmtion fou: spoochos :
: or: ;allies and that mﬁfe inher fiction lho ri.d.iculed women who o

:7:.:d;1..d.}18" | S L
| }l mwt.m-wtﬂne 1: 'dnt uhe m s vonn Anﬂ. vory eonscious | |
.".ofharsex. She udmtmmimmmohultodo. mmu
' ‘unfettered by masculine standards of what; oonstituted sultable matter

"foznouon; thstushemtauamﬂthtmrlodtyinﬂmnlo

.

' "f"to serve a conon in‘berest, sinaa she mmlly felt anrso to certain ) .
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"uxwhichnbshorbooknwmn-mly. 'memsinwhiehmmdmn’

'- Jlivo together is not the :mly ncurring theme 1n her work, tut it 15 an
hport&ntonenndhalpsusemineherwrkbyprovidingmemmu

 soaffold on.which to group ocertain aspects. Taking A Room of One's Own
| fuuoentml statemntby?irginiaioolf onwonnuartista, on the
differencos bo'anon non a.nd women a.nd ﬂzeir need fo:r one another, I

o propose to emins thoso thoms lore mlly with raferenco to the nmls. '

16
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3 ?o:en as. Artista '

lfho shaJ.l msure tho heat a.nd violonce of the poet'
heart when caught and. tugled in'a woun's body?

Acoording to Virgi.niu. woolf's fictiom portraya.l of &rtists, _
her own exporiences as rocoa:dod in A Uritor'- DinI, the joy of every

BT TR PR
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u'tist 1snindw1th the lnguiuh of mationtnd tho a.nxietyu towhetherg

- h:ls or her work will ba appa:ooiatad and underatood now, later or never..

But given the e:d.sting social conditions, Virginia Woolf maintained 1t
.'m infinitely more difficult for a woman to be an artist than it was for
| a man. wo-an's inpotent status 1n past history nade a.rtistic work dif-

- floult a.nd public recognitian ilpou.iblel unless it is as anonymous
?poets and pa.inters, centuries have passed with negligible contrlhxtiona
n'on women. - Evan when she ha.d acceas to a nodsrate ed.ucation ‘and could
_ settle herself. 1n a co:mor of tha sitting room, eonditiona were far fron
| " 1dea.1; as Hlu Nightingale conplainedl 'woun never have half an hour .
T .. that ‘they can call their o' 2 she vas alvm.ys utempted
| o If the young women with whom Viminia Hoolf was acqua.intod, and

| “those whon she fietionalizod, led luch nore liberal 11?5 tha.n tha.t
.which xould have been pouihle for Shakespeare'a sistor, or m sufferad

by miubeth Barrett before she i:ecm Mrs,. Brawning. more subtle re- N
: straints wera neverthelesa uanifold. Expeetationa of decorun and demnds
| 'foz- self-sa.criﬁee wers nhapod for dwghters with a usepug scope that

‘was never ilagined for their hmﬂxors._ In gg &, although
7y 'ymngor than his sistor, Ralph Denhn was gumod towa.rd.s pu:ofessional

’ g for a solicitor ‘whilst Joan rond.nod at hono ta.king care of

) atic dntiesl

}br fwe was round but ww:n, and exprosaod the tolennt
'but anxious good hnnour which 13 'l'ho speci& attri‘bu‘bo



of elder sisters in large families ... Whereas he seemed - -
to look straightly and keenly at one object, she l.ppeuad '
to be in the habit of conﬁdering everything ﬁ:on n.m] o
different point. of view.

» Kathorine Hilbcn'y s fuily 1.3 diffmnt rron Joan 8 by vi.rtuo of clus v
and size, tut she too ha.a to preside over tea ta.blos -.na -m polito con-
versation. Hex conoem m not thou which ocaupy the eldost dmghtcr i
of a large workins—c:lm funy, but tho enomtm borodo- which atunds
an unchoson routine ha.a a similar effect on both young mn

Circumstances had long forood her, as thcy foroo nost
women in the flower of their youth, to consider, pun-
_fully and minutely, all that part of life which 1s con-

spicuouitly without ordery she had had to. considor moods
and wishes, degrees of liking or diuliking _and their ef-

~ fect upon the destiny of people dear to hq:; she had

- been forced to deny herself any contemplation of that
other part of life where thought oonstmcta a dottlny
vhich is 1ndepcndont of hum boi.nga 22 : o

E Kat-herine [ nothea: 1a a p::odnct of the douoctic responsibility of a.djust-v |
' mgpmonﬂnlaummupsmdtakingmofthngs Mrm. Hilbon'yis

. an ecoentric old ladg whon xa.tharine lavas but hzs no wuj; to emulate.

Ber lother :Ls a chanj.ng hostess with an &cuto 1ntnltivo sense which en- | |
ables ‘her: ‘both to know and help people, mt uhe 13 unnhnodly lcattor-

.‘ brainodandnliuannﬂxerinetodischamtheunmmaﬁeuof

K :_'teampsandbraadandhxt'bar Kl'l‘herino tﬂ.ostomlﬂwﬂoodof C
-o-a‘u.onstowiﬂ.chsheuexpmd, lndinduchahop.rtioipa.tea, ‘bythe |

s . oamter—effect of disciplinod study. - Hlﬂmticl m hoco.o dlos’b a
o _dupmu vooation for her. to ‘balance a1l that part, of 11£6 which 1s

\ conspiouounly without onlor 23 Katharino s duin for an objootd.vo

i ‘.systuof tis quitq fonl@tohcz lothor. 'Bm:o 1sapolu-1ty

batweon thoi.r 'hn:oa, an opposition which 13 suwstod 1n the titlo and DR
which rocu.ra un-mg!mt Virginu Ioolf'l mk. lhthonticl ia an 1nto1-



lectual pursult not commonly studied by women, vho wers. supposed to be

" more naturally inclined to u'nn;iug nowers and dinner psruos. K&th—c

erine*s ooustn 1s{ temperanentally her opposite. Cassanda is more mm o

Mrs. Hilberry with her whimsical forsotmlnon, her uotionﬂ. rolponso

‘bo misic and literature, and her hpmldmbﬂity. psrucula.rly in the_

company of a ult-ulund man. ' ‘ |

¥hen Katherine becomes ew to ¥illiam Rodney, Lady Otm Yo~

conondlacwrnofgivingmtooneatmsbmdubemgﬂwmst

. foundation for a happy n.rrhgo Katherine has sarious liagivings about

sharing her 1life with anyono, but ocpecia.uy nodney. His first a.ppeu-

ance in the novel is at a gatherl.ng of youns pecple to whox ho delivors o

a pa.per on the miubothm use of neta.phor in pootry Ha takea his sub-

Joct a.nd hinalf very urious],v. but his pwoninont oyos, nd fwe and

general phydoal ukwa.rdnon prodispoao his andionoo to lmsh ’beoauso

" he looks so 1msist1b]: ludicrms. A stumlne d;alivery with al].usions
._and usortions triyplng ovecr: ono anothar does littlo to lod.lﬁ hi! aud- :
'_ ionca s ﬁrst mm:n, and Vﬂli&l'a sruditidh fa.ils to oo-o ali.ve ou: :

‘-"v-_--"to commnicate Lteslf o ha ] listeners. It is clesr ‘that he caven vory
”mchfarpoemmunmmucin, andinhhmvorso. 1t1addll
"'nmthmmdmﬁuchm-m. ns.-mumohﬂymm

k utrieal ‘compstence of bl poouc dmtmrly, but both um to send

peopletosloopnﬂnrtlunmyﬂmdwgouamaunme.l xtthor-
"'-"-'mumbya&ﬂm-hmndunmwnodmnadm'"

‘hisnmscnpt,hutdnreﬂoctlthstpnhwl-ho'snottbobutju@ '
, mmom-umuu-m'mﬂ.muuvdymmm.”f |
‘-mnmiﬂmnrntu-mmmwv@m BhOdoo:n'tou'a
'fornmummgmn.mchmmmmunmmof”

by



thrut of o-otiom.l luddlo u don a lifo orﬁchting over tea parties.
,Inthgtiona, lhldoa of fooling lul loaning nake her hpatibnt. In Rod-
- ney's case she ooncludu thst tho mﬂ.ﬂo&tion which omlvp- hia pz'o- '

o f:lcionoy»:ight serve as 'Y huin for hor to roqpeet hil She 1; not oun-

. vinced that this is an imitlbh omllu'y, nor sven oapooiﬂ]q ugor
that 11: lhould bo; nthor hor sttiwdo to wmm'- poetry i& ainila.r to
her atumde to nn'lage wi*l'.h lilnn--lha suhit- to his ropuud prm-

posal because sho othm hor stnuﬂx to neist. She ros:lgn. horsalf ‘

‘a8 she presimes most women do, and unh..ppuy p:&n- Villias she will
try to make him h.ppy. In dnlng 0 -ha :mlfils peoplo's expectauou

P

“but feels appdlod insidol

sraomtodtogoambyherulf. prefmblytosono
bloaknorthemm,andthenswd:nﬂxmticsm
-thoscionooo:tutronoq25 .

H-rrugo with '1111:- nans childron and mants, ,'fho dn].l nnage of n" :

urvilo hou., 126 'hioh 1- not on:Ly usmm to hor ﬁut oppuasive

becuuu 1+. means umnomg the princy and modo- gh. noods for uﬂ.-’

' outics. 8011% is ouontid for ln u'u-t oa: thinhrn tha life of
society which nn-!.ago hpliu fm: nmm m a. dimlution 1n
-uhmngat*hoexpuuofbuinhmoouamtiw Mvidud.

'mo problu is d.lﬂ.&r for w Vin:'loo ln m O.lt, but
_"mmsmtm:mwenmw“nhmww

lyﬂnvduoofhorfmnli‘mdo wmwwtnpbyho

mmmummm Iookingbuékmhulﬂqitmthatm ‘
dqmdimmfmbyuds, diﬂdmmuhoolutolyrisidthttﬂxq
m;mamumkMW"bn.m lhron‘l.yrclmm

.and i.n baooa:lng ioro socid,ms m elea:r-




oo b T T .
DAV S Lx

_ 'nbbita and sitting down to -ea.lk ehe, can rech.l doing litt:l.e else. She
, had ncaived uo toml education, mstaua, L ,

.- xmm doctm:a and gentle. old profeuor& had ta.ught her
" the rudiments of:about ten. different, branchas of know-
ledge,. but they would as soon have forced her to' go. .
- through one piece of drudgery thorwmuglily as they would -
_have told her that her hands. were dirg\,..w 'nserega
no aubjoot 1n the world which .she knuir acwmtely

L _Husic 13 the only thtm she. roa.lh‘ l:nm nll, hsvi.ng tuught herself

ﬂm:gh dcdicatad priv\to practioe. It hu, noreover, -bocou the vessel

. intowhichshahaspmda.uﬂmentmumandwergyofmﬂxwhich A
. ia usua.lly spread lore liherally on life. Umwa.m of other possibilities,

: .the uoat hportant pa:rt o:r her exlstence. . L s . ‘
o She leaves the seclusion of: Richlond to Join her father s ship on-
'aavoyage toSouth herica. The title nakes oleu-froa the beginning
tha.t thin 1s a vomo of disoovary, for mnral pOOPlo. b.xt espacia.uy
for Ra.chal. “Also’on ‘board-are Rachel's aunt and uncle. a.nd a Mr. and |
| {Hra na.uo%aa ‘Richard Ihllcway 1s a.nenber of the class of ribboned

'-suceessml len ‘who- bolong to a.nd la.lntain pn.tria.rchal hiera.rchiea. By

21

C o Rachel has nde of luaic ao-et.hing B0 pz'eclous that her pia,no pla.ying 15' ' ‘ '

profesaion he 18 a Gonserva.tive politician with an unconplicated, self. SR

‘-‘-jconﬁ&ent v'iew of 1ife. - ‘When he. 'l’hinks of Engliah history, he visual- o

'1msmfouwmm,mnm3mmmsm.mdmm N
'Gonmpmoua of artiats, who- he considu:u 1rresponaihle, he busies hin-
self with what be beums 18 the émmential bustness of 1ife. and finds
.fmhrliamtnyp}ﬂcoodingeamllmuwhichisnuingin&rt Arb—

_ iats, he c.lms, ca.nvt 1ive 1n tho real world unloss others nke dlow-

. "_-_ 'ancos for then. whilst ho doom't naod anyone 'ho nak&any allowa.nces for

hil. Heisprmdofhhmnportanp orhisptvsicals&ength;he

Lo . . . . I4
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1spu.~wdofbeingann. Itisnotinoidont&l thatho 1soyposodtowo- »
n's mﬂ‘ngc nm: ﬂnt when he visits lhd:el 1n hex’ cab'ln ho 'sits upon
her Bach, her volunes of uowpor's lettora and Iuthﬂg Hugp_ts. Luen-
ting the fact tha.t one is only al.lowotl a single lifo wbioh will naoos-
sa.rnypmve too uborttorhhtowomplishull ﬂmthowwld\dah,

o ‘wa.xes upon wha.t Rachel heraclf mt Am Tou have boauty,' he tells
| her-—atwhichpointthoshiplumhonimdﬁbh&rdwsherin&m@
 embrace, The shock of her firat sexual enoounter, homer xi1d 1n real-
| .1ty, fille Rachol l:lth amquen‘b which 'baco.on an unconfurtahlo enl'b-

ation. Lntar f.ha.t n:lght hcr slcop 15 tmublod by a sinistqr nightlm

'v.&xedmtﬂmtnhomnlunsdmalonghmnel,‘
- whiehsrwaonmbydegr”sﬂmtdmaouldtmoh
_theduphrlchonoitharaids. Atlengththetunncl
'openodsnducauuvanltjahefonndbmlftnppod

m1t,mmnct1nshermmdnmrnod,alm
uthautuadnfomdmwhoaqu&tﬁodontboﬂm
_gibbering, with long nails. His face was pitted

EEEEE
§1
§af
§'
E
é
I
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T the m, a.nd wo)ne crying ~m1-29 AT

e mm & kiss, max soamsd to hold ln‘o-iae ot wondernxl ponibﬂities B
“ undrant of till um. hu.'l.ngl mtead an o‘bsoono hmor mmt nz-s. mb-'
| }.'j'.roso conaidu-l a norlﬁ.d mr-mtiou cn bor nieoo n put 1s 1n fa.ct a. '
R "_}“'not ma.mblo rsspcme to a motilﬁ mliﬂ-, M‘l" “”‘8‘ °“'°
:m h.r u wqh with m fam M wm u rell u new Joys

: f:‘._ m.n dstmjma to tab lhubol's socd.al oanoauon in hand and oamally

-' ulm 1t clou' ﬂnt m «mu- vo-on -nd ono mtn't mo- 1'.he fact to - o
- .vj::.?'getmtofmtiﬂn--.;_ penoml]quulfwwryhcrmme
o n@t Yo, Mrs. Al'brose a.ppou!s o bs. anothm.' m mt 1osion of women'

L ‘m woolf deacrl‘bos eluewhm as hsvi,ng mb-atted to the. appeals of men,

to . i
. i A -
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. Hor adviee to Rachel conta.lns litt.le to suggoat that women too ny have
desires or that pleuure may be lutual. Instead she diniasos the aong-
tines nnwelcom attentions as being as msi@iﬁcant a.s the noiua people
make when they eat, or men spit. - mn are seen as ta.kara to be tolerated
and taken care of; and Katherine Hiherry's f‘mstration upon being told,
'Itdoqpn'tfollowthat 1fann mndoaﬂungamuytoo '30\
gins to work a shila:r effoct upon Ra.chel. '
180 that's why T can't walk a.‘l.onol' By this new light

she saw her 1ife for the first time a creeping hedged in

thing, driven cautiously between high walls, here turned

aside, there plunged in darkness, made dull and crippled

forever~-her life that was the chanoo uho had--the
‘short seuom betwoon two ailonou. 1 , -

- '  To her resantunt of ‘phystoal restricuon 1a added the insult of a young

: Gubridgemsmeruouthatmnm 1nﬁn1telymplortha.nnenand
'pm’ba.bly la.ck the capa.city fca: serioua conve:mation.' 81'.. John Hirst 13

kintoamarlesmnleypandtheProquman oonof(he!aOm who

' 'vm engagod 1n writing ‘his nonunntal work ent:lt.led The Henta.l, Horal,

* and Physieal Infenantyofunmne sox.33 ALl three mén an-ogantly
'ip.mnounce ‘women 1nferiorandﬂ1mby 1nm1ate theirmpu:idsandsense k
ot superlcrity. Ra.chel feels insulted bui uncomrinood of the va.lidity
_'fofmut-satmx Likehﬂurineandmlyhrlsooeshehmsinsteadto
"'_',fnermspecialmwnhanmrgymthenmrormdammion

' nhehuboenmbjectto._ I ’
| Rermsiciswturalyareﬁgo,itiswh&tshoidontiﬂesher—;'
:’ulfwithlostclonlyanduharoindnﬁndsherworthuapemn. She
. plunnn-ndaheknmit;ﬂm.mdwuhunau-omnanmor =
"‘whimt,ahoreprhmdshorﬁanoeforintomptinghoruhonshen

.'I:a:yingtopra.ctioo. Infact'hmoetns'beenroadingto!wrfrdnhis
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croation, which is to be a nml oxploring tho relatiol@ip betwoen men
and wonen. For hh her music ia ‘merely likc an unfortunate -old dog go-

ingrmndonitshindlminthemn.'notata.llﬂiekindofnice,
shple ‘hxno which he finds helpful to oonponition.” She has been pla,y- '

malaukethmnmuwhichtohornoudtospiralupfroaunder

her hands, sound whioh vas by definition superior to what might ever be
expressed in womds Booh ‘were too oarux-'bound concerned as thoy were
with the lies and feelinga of cvda.',ydq 1life. Music esoapos frcn tha.t

mundane lnddlo and makes of 1t all vast blocks of natter which stste
_thotmthsbmtthings-atmthnhichis,noteuytounderstand'butin

which ons s bel:lef is hplicit. lbnnoo ﬁ.nd.- a u-nu- tnnsocndenog

’ inliten'hwomdmdsmmto!hehol oonﬁdantthatthowomdahnn‘

a shape and mbcta.noe of thoir own uhich n.bl undorltnndj.ng nnmoua.rn"

1t 15 &lnostlmnooessary even to liaton, for hxohwonh ﬁ.nd theirm
"~ into the mind and nestle thero 1n porfootion._ loithor oan understand

the otbor'a art’ nor d:m 1n 1ts approciation. lﬁ.lton'n poetry brings

- on Rachel's head&cho, whioh is a pnlude to hor fata.l ﬂ.lnau and 1a

porhapa mpton.tio of ‘other ba.rriora which they oould not mm;nt and

.which lhchal was not willing to un'rendu-

For a.11 ofVirginia 'oolf's wo.on artista, larrh.go Presents a

,thnattotheindopondmoowheminthoynoﬂnstrmgthofthurmat-
’1v1ty. mmm.m;m-amrouu;._m ,1sthemt
-'d.umummwnasmumohn@tmmm
v-uthhnrmimnmlmdpuchnd-upfmlboiadsotholoutouy
‘.:onthom,sfahwhiohhuaptndhorbothadmmthoproblm

th-ypo-o Mm.mmnm.tmuwmnmcm-f
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.'thexv off Brospton Road. Although here 1s a life which Virginia herself
‘hed enticipe.ted with dread, Lily appears to feel neither restriction nor
reeentnent. in her life. Perhape loold.ng a.fter Lily 8 fether was leee of
‘an emotional burden than Virginta fareeew 1n the sging 1 esle Stephen. -
Lily is at lee.st mff‘:lciently ﬁ'ee to ta.ke her owm holi:dl.ys nnd to pursue
her. paintug without paternal tn'iticin. Giramete.nces have set cer- -
tain limits on Id.ly s life but ghe doee not rege.z'd then as lhitetione.
Instead she actively elhraces the lifo whj.ch is open to her, alhd thrmgh

. her art attelpte to re-ehepe expenence into some leening of pereonal ‘
E validity. .. B . o '

Her nletlonehip with Mrs. Relm is eonplex. Although 1ily 1s a.

wona.ninyeare, sheieredncedtoaete.teofgirliehneleinxrs hu- |
m'e Presence. Not anlyvie Hre Rnney Lily's senior. ehe ie a wife e.hd |
the nother of eight children; it 1s in her houee that Id.ly aeee ‘her and |
1nthe guﬂenwhichbelongetoherthatl.ﬂqpaints. Itiere Rensays-
: domain and Lily ex:l.ete within 1t only as an o'beerver who 1s another sup-
,pliant to Hrs Ransa.y s presence. Hrs Ra.nsay enerbs a trelendous in- .
fluence -gver everyone in that household. ahe conh'i'b\rbes herself in the .
,.interest of their happiness and thereby unitee then’ 1n ﬂzeir devotion ta*
her. But Mrs. Ra.nsay's aelf-sam:iﬁoe is not entizvely uneelﬁeh. because
. l:lmd \d.th her genuine concern for the well-being of othere is a desire
to. control then B;y ta.king caa:e of the:lr needs ehe e.esunee the privuege
of directing their lives, wh:lch is so-e'thing I.ily 'hoth ree.lizee and re-
eenta. ~She gueeeee aceuretely enough tha.t Mrs. !hlea.y doee not care a

'ﬁgforherpe.intingendeeeemlyasenumiedwmntherﬂmnan&r-,‘
. tist. Asmchebeienotmllyfenlein!rs. Ramsay's view, endmet'be
n.rrledortfuexpeditimelyupoui’bleif:heiemttoduthebeet
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in life. Hra Ra.laay 1nsiste tha.t life uharad with a hushnd and a house- - -

2 ol

) ﬁxll of children 10 the only conplete mlﬁ.lnent or jnatifica;tion for wo-
-"m, and yet a.t other tines aho feole fatigued with the very. things she
fmrpm-t- to elevate above all otbora 1in hportanoe There is so-etning a
11ttle maliclous in her propensity for utehnking as 12 she doosn't 1ike
| thnt other women lhould ‘be free f‘ron the respomibﬂitieu of bodding dmm
;childnnandoo-fortinghusbmds Lilydoosnot expectllra Rauayto |
understand wtv she prefm to be done, But- neither can ahe hope for Hrs

Ranay a aoeoptance. Whon I.uy roaists the elder wonan s efforts to con- =
trol her destm, Mrs. Ramsay suply dinlssaa her'as a 11ttle fool. _
' Ranoay's presumption and childitke va.lue -,juagmnts nake 141y hyatarical- )
' She laughs at Mrs. Rnaa.y s ridiculous solf-oonﬁ.dnnoo 1n ntters whero . |
“ahehusolittloundorltandingl sholmshsalsoatnrs Remsay’s incom-
"mmmormtmsmmur, mthcrhyuteriaistlngodﬂth
f.ad.mu muummmurmiummm."__ DR |
B Y msmbmtytonnamtmmnmnmmaumbemen :
their two selves despits their ixmediate physical ntimscy. Lily sits
"onﬂnnoorumhermtmm mahpandhormmmdher
~ 'knses as *closs as she could get," 36 Tut the distance between thom ob- SR
.vstructaﬂnintincymlydeamg. Mixed with her impatience at Mrs.
'.>'Msnn1pulationisthelovewlﬂ.chldlyfoolsforhemandwhich .
‘llongstobelotintothechalbenatthelindandheartofﬂ\elovodone.
‘l'nam‘l.ntemtauoftbemlnniumeuled,mdmm:omdo
‘1agivoit1ngmtiveshapo. 'rom.y'ums!rl lhlaaywm'an
Mﬂmiﬁnﬂnﬂdldﬂ'a'%‘m«hmmhdmtomm
fmumammo. Her foalings for Mrs. Ransay mst
| ﬁndoxnmuiminpdnttobmunbgﬁdtobr:mmtstostmtch
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thebrilliant ooloursofahzttu-ny s\dngupon the mel ﬁ:ne of cath- :
edral-like archos. / sm mu the- transitory. and inmbatantia.l caught in
tho, and to give -hlpo and nanlnc to experionce through signiﬁoant forl.
 But tho pd.nung nho holds 1n horn:l.nd'a eyo is not the one she pa.a.nta, N J
andthoﬂatnouod’hormrplo uhndowlososﬂwdcna—libmllneuofhorVf_-'.. ‘
’ 'vidon._ Har porlonnl a.nguish is uggr:vatod by (!mrles Tannley [ contenp— 5 . .;—”!
tuwl u.u-uon that ‘women can't paint, women can't write.'’ The fa.il-“;"
 ure of her patuting is not due to Tansley, but bis criticles is inmufter- &
.uemtopofrurmmofmm; aosho nms pa.tnts u:l.tha. §
| mmtornm-,mwmhermtounmdums- §
lcy. or pnctieally uvbody olu, ahould approach. 'Ihe only porson sho‘ - ‘
" can suffer. to look at hor Ploture i wunu Bankes. He too 1s mlm"%:;. o 1
.‘gith Mrs. Radsay, so that seeing her reading a fairy tals to her little e
’bayhafoolshu-hrit'hubontmdlndcmm -mmod. e u mrprilod I
4o £ind mother and child reduced 1n Lily's pic'hm to a mrple trhnglo,

a.nduhhortooxﬁdnittohh.

umm T"‘"“"" a litﬂo better and uly 1. oxhum'bod 'by having

"mmmmmwuaaamman. snohadpuntoditu |
'ammutom mmnuummmmammtmlyun-
."mgn-mmwmamfmumm-.ﬁ_ R
| num.mwuou-pmannytonhofuumtmm:_
Mwmm,muummammﬁmw’jg,'
'»'.,muwmmmhwmmanmnamwm

i
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" one nhe had wanted n.uy sixmers. ’before. Her ﬂnishing bruuh strolne coin-' ‘

cid.es with Hr. lh.lm s a.rriva.l at the 1ighthouue. Bof.h m rolated to
o Hrs lh-m Hr. m.uq llkes tho Jcm:noy q.host to expia.te ‘the gui.lt
.]uoftonyemago. nhenhism.rshadhmnoe to tmth mnhedhis aon'

o _ ,"'hopes foa: a. 'boat t.rip with a b:mt&lity lb:s Rauay found mmusablo. -
"they approach tho lighthouse, Hr. Rnaq praiaos Janes' heluunsh:lp and
) thoreby cmea.tes a bond between them, which w:lpes out forler enlity. 'meir" |

_“reooncﬂia.tion ia the Id.nd of thing which Hrs mnaw had fomer been ‘
: .enginoor:lng dnring her lifotne, a.nd 1t is her legwy of lwe and unity

-uby which sho is rene-berod and thraugh which she oontinues to liva 1n tha

- vmm ofof.heru. o the lmwithhatunvas, Lily concludes M. Rusay :

hulmdpdandwith'amddonintensityuifabemitclmfora

’j'ubond wtatholutlmtoherpicmn Hsreonont'ltmdonpl

age bo thn lighthouae. Both m nounta of triunph. and yet doo-sd to

:"-beeﬁwodnthelidntofchaosjustaninsmtnterthoymfalt.

'_"'-"_'.*'nms m, 8 closing mt, 'I ha.ve had q vision,' 1s a tr:lunph ti.nged
"5-‘:'w1th pathos.v me na.rahea and aea.rches for the neaning of life, for the

‘,"'pe:fect Picture or a.‘bsoluta knowledse of né's friend, but Instead of the
s :great revelation there were. 'little da.ﬂy lira.cles, ﬂlulinatlona, N
‘F'.._,"zntcbssbuckmxpactodhinthedsrk' L e

uo___,.

;;.fItMmuif,tmchedbyhmnpenitenooa.ndm
.- 1t8 toil, divine goodness had parted the curtain and dis-
" played behind it, single, distinct,: thah.ramct;thoma
-'fmmathobmtmcnng,whidx,didndomthen,“.
~ should be ours always. But alas, divine goodness, twitch-
m%m.mmm,itdocsmtmm] :
, he covers. his treasures in a drench of hail, and so breaks
- themy #0 ‘confuses them that it ssems impossible that their
_ v..-’ulnlhmldcmro‘hm:orthatmlhouldmrm R
'_;-,.‘~f:uﬂn1rmpont-aporfoctwholeormdintholittmd
_ﬂpimnthooleuw:daoftmth. Forourponitcnoodems

E .'»':.'11: was. ﬁnishod '39 ochoes her ncognition of the eo-pletion of the voy- v

CEe ol i T s



Aa Rhoda. makes of a Beethoven eonata tbe shape of a equa.re upon an oblong,

29
' a glilpee only: our toil, reepite only _
42

Lily nnk:es of her cele‘bre.tion of Mrs. Ranea.y a pichxre the.t would be hung

in the ettic._ The aeethetic mterpretation of both is an effort to find S

a ee.tiefymg pattem hehind the e.rbitru-y ehe.peleeeneee of 1ife. But all: -

. pa.tterns exclude eonething end leeve one yee.rning for the wholeness which o

' escapes. The 'beet one can nnage 1e to n.ke a. netery out of the mddle, ‘

o '_ which 1e both a triunph end a coneolation. It 1e in thie m that Lily e‘.

- e.rt ’bu:ings her ﬂeebee of. ﬂlulinetion e.nd eonething to oa.tch hold ‘of,

'Jnetunre mumotherephere nlaee of the nonent eonething pern-_:v“

nt, ee.ying. 'Id:l’e etende etill here M3 But 1n order formly to pur-

" f'suetmththmghe.rtitmeseentielforhertowithetendnre Ra.lea.ys
"‘ettenptetonamhereff., Sheprefen-ed herertwhioh dependedonher '\

' prlve.cy: beeidee. reletionehipe with men were eo of'ben die‘lmrbing to

: one'e equenmty e.nd eolpoeition. nen like Gmrles Te.nsley who 'upeet

the ‘proportione of one s wocrld '“’ Sbe ie not muneitive to the eplen-

dour end power of loVe be‘bween len enrl wonen, nor to ﬂxe poeeibility of

o beeuty 1n un-iege, but for hereelf euch union three.tene a diegueting

. 1nolation by,(hwe nnd she is refieved to eecepe and content hereelf with
the milder pleeeure atforzdeclby mmml: with vmm Benkee. Harriage .
v"mentitheticeltolﬂq’ea.rt. R

l"ar eech u'tisticelly mative won.n 1n theee three nevele, la.n'iage
mu to endanger ttnt pu't of their .um uhieh depende on- solitude m-

reﬂeotion.'_ Henever, none of the thzee 1e ineensitive to tbe epecm

-Joyendridmeeewhichwaoeo.mnnﬂ,egeenditieﬂuiretnule
'tonnaaunnofmporuonumu livelendx'ele.tionehipe wherein

: -:,é? _

uosmmmaammmwmmvmmt{
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Virginia woolf suggosta to uhat an oxtont such struggles may be resolved B

in her depiction of uarriage, particulnrly in the fantastic Orlando, and
mnrs mw '
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i, Ha.n'iage _ » ‘
Sone collaboration has to ta.ke place in the mind between _
the woman and the man before the art of creation can be ac-
conplighed. Some lan-iage of oppoeites has to be consdi-
nated. 5 | o

Hoet-of the-action-in l@ Q concerns 'K-a.therine Hilbexry's

- engagenent to willian Rodney, her dieeatiefaction with the prospect of - N ,ﬂ&

na.rried life with hin, and her fina.l renunciation of what eocial conven-
» tion. expecte of her, whioh ehe rea.lizes threatene to cause her epiritual

' ‘death. The 1ife willian offere oorreeponds very cloeely to that of her

~ mother--a repetition of social. duties which Ka.therine ie disinclined to

- accept and‘emcute. Hillian is frustrated with Katherine 8 unpunctua.l-'

1ty and ina.ttentivenese, and disappointed that she doesn't respond with:

‘eynpattw to hie\rriting, but he cannot see tha.t these- facets in Kather— '

o ine 8 cha.mcter na.k:e her qnite unsuitable for the partnership he wants

’her ‘bo eha.re He is slolr to realize tha.t Katherine is not the wonan :
'suited to be hie wife but tha.t her cousin, Geesand.ra, is. Cassandra is
, a.lso disorderly, but here ie a chaoe that willingly subnite itself to
the guida.nce of a man sueh as Rod.ney and beconee nlleable under hie dir-
| ectioneothathenaynakeofitandher justwhathewill  Katherine -
| a.mi Oa.eenndra.. 'repreeented very well the -anly and wonanly eidee of the “
feninine namre',' a.nd it ié infinitely lore i’itting tha.t ﬂillia.m ehould
: Katherine isrelievedtobefree ef!illianhxtmainshauntedby

- »the epect;re of nmiage 1itsslf. Genvineed that one's knowledge of an-

E other pereon ie neoeeea:r:ily linited end inperfeot, ehe deepa.ire of any
‘ relationehip whioh holds pntensions of contimity and ooneietency. Bhe
‘_belims ﬁw:b peoyle eu‘beti'hm illueion for the nea.l underatanding ef
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~ one another which ‘eecapee then." 'Viehml thinkin‘g beoones' tn 1tself a
- ‘substitute rea.lity, 80 that dieillueionnent 1s inheYent and inevitable
‘and bringe with it pe.in end loss dieproportionnte to the telporary
eceteey of ronentic delusion. She 1s sure the.t flux a.nd change disrupt
what people try to make permanent a.nd thet 1ife 1s leee oonplice.ted and
affords greater Creative poesibilitiee when lived untra.nelled by emo-
tional involvelent. She explains to her notherl
(rt-.baaifwhenwe thinkwereinlovewe 1t up--
we imagine what doesn't exist, That's why 1t's’ impos-
sible that we should ever marry.. Always to be finding
the other an 11lusion, -and going off and forgetting
abouwt them, never to be certain that you cared, or that
* he wasn't caring for someone not .you at all, the horror'
of changing from one state to: another, being happy one
moment and miserable thebgext--thnt's the Teason why
we can't possibly marry. v ‘ v
She soes the problen as being peculie.r to her generation, elthough Hre
Hilberry tells her- that it hne elweye been a pweoa.riaua bue:inees, thie
tnating of a.nother person, a.nd the.t ehe felt no lore necure in lnking her
commitaent than doee Kntherine. A11 one can do ie uake a eort of leap
in faith and pla.ce one's hopee on one'e vieion. Hope e.nd fa.ith belong
'_ 'lees to Katherine'e world of ebstrect uthenatice then they do to her -
.- ‘lother'e ree.h of eeneitive feeling. but they suggest an approach to
o life which ne.kee poeeible the ebaring of ‘one's lonelineee. For in the
eane 'lmea.th that ehe d.ecleree l&rriage out of the queetion. Kntherine B
ecknowledgee the.t men and wonen cennot live without ee.ch other. 'me
_ eoli'hxde one nquiree for u't end contenpletion mst neede be cqnplenen- N
ted by eocie.l mnion or e1ee it beooneetoe inner-direeted e.nd eterile. :
l'or, euggeete Virginin Ioolf, can one find ebeelute fulfillnent with
lenbere of- one's own sex. 'me hmoeemele in her fiotion are portreyed

‘as being nieern'b].e, eilply becnuee eociety reJecte them but beceuee ;
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‘their aberrant behaviour 1s in 1tmelf e_vidence of a us‘mmd 'dond.iﬂon o

" whioh 1s lopsided and out of proportieni Hen end women bring to one an-
" other qualities which eeeh le.cke a.nd without which neither cen be vhole._ ‘

The inege of a man and woun epproe.ching eech othem fron oppoeite direc-.
tione, neeting and going off together on a different route. mbolisee
thehanonywhichcanremltfronmchunionandoccurebothinAm

A fcrtable state of beins. -

One hee a profmmd. if 1mtiona1. inetinct in re.vour of

thetheorythettheunionofnenendwomnkesfeﬁthe '

gree.teet ea.tief.ection, the loet oo-plete heppineee. o
lvery individuel luet conbine in hie or hecr own lind n&le end i’e- |

male faculties e.nd becone a.ndrognoue before \he or she uy function nt

Ny mneet capecity. mn one side predoninntee to the erti.nction of ‘the j f
other, a person una. to becm dogntic and. sterile. xa.therine end _
‘. Rnlph Denhu l.void euch om-sldedneee in their individu&l livee and sp- K
’proech e. lore intina.be conunion in their propoeed elternative nrrie,ge
. 'The book closee without exploring the developunt of their reﬂ.etionship

andoneisleftindmxbtutoitemtoone Likemchelend'rerencein

| ‘I_"lhe vm out, Kntherine and mph are ‘both cree.tive and eeneitive

. people, ut neither can mlly greep the eignificenceof the other'e !-rtj{
naJph ettugglee to couxnicate m hrohn ptn-ues the riohneu and -ys- o
tery which ettende eonlunion end Juetifiee rehtionnhipe. but when he o

“ e.llon nuanm to z'eed m: pe,per, hoping ﬂut she i1l gz-up me—-

 thing of the truth he'bas trisd to samvey, he focueee ineteed‘_on 2
N spohed inkblet he m m-ibuoa An tu. urgm xu- i-edinto #.eiion

ie m of deepair end -hubomu he 1. oonvineed that she finds his

- " wm:de madequnte e.nd thlt ehe dme nttention to the little dot lerely



. .ed by some porloml vmon of faith uul dopond on thc u:rbitnry np.' of

| to avoid condo-ning his paper outrlght. In fact Ka.therin- rosponda in- -

tuitively to the flm-enoirclod drawing uith a foollnt not 80 very dif-
‘ferent from ﬂut umch mm Mu as h- dm it Alothor chance remirk--
tha.t the mld 1ooh umtthm nko thst to hor too-roscuu Ralph froa

¢
) m-ummnn-muthm. muhpocbomonﬂmtmisao

mouimu,undthe@nfmnthniumodoflonnybﬂdgu. that

ono oumot at fﬁ sppmbouivo uhout thoir futnn \loolf hersolf mu
E undoc:ldod nnd/tho quality of thoir m'e tocothu- 18 not deteruined. »m_

lutﬂunhuodthomiroonﬁnsthatnightfolimdn, dn.rknosa N

-uooood- mmmuon. and whcther om can mﬂive tho mtarnls support- DR

conﬁdanen. oonfnaiomi, ntchu .-truck u tha thrk nooouu',y to sustdn

mmmummmmm:wum
fm;qufu,uhidden. -heumm:od

'mo quo mt 1s lhihrly moonclusm -1nce the lmra' plana

| for a new Kind' ort nxmea are: do-troyodnaa lhd)al'l duth nthough

out otf 1m or oivmf-rpf": i, ohe

[u hbr ou'ly hnntd.u. ml has nvod mo-t !xaluuinly in fnv.le m—* G
 pany nd 18 connqucntly all the’ m msooptible ‘to the hprnsions dii’*-‘-:-: ‘
: forent nan ulna upon ha:: dm:ing tbe voyuo und mbeoqnont sojaurn 111 :
j_,~30uth uerica,. Hor bmuh uth Rlchn.rd nunm on the Buphrosyne -akas
~v dlear to her fuﬂe pluuioa.l malmon m tho !.aee of -a.le aggreuion.
S e dme e foross tro her ‘botrays the san |

du-mneo s Bt John Rirat's aemutim or.foine mhuigmoo. lhohol :
m 'mn a.ccu-tmd totolmto h-r raum-' '

B "';;_.por' ,;mm Isctares: - mich mm- m'not unruuouuo wheri ..a,' L
,.aubqit to nﬂo omuion u SRS

B s Y

"‘-ld.nd‘of mcull.ne unse for |

fooblo hunour md !r. Pep- '1‘.,';_ '.

e el rtueaaat DAl o
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. sepmte; we cannot understa.nd each other; we only-@ring out what'

worst. ,l+9 ' o R

o

§

v aho sees l\t for ‘the tirat time and dncidos tha.t the sexes 'should llve-v f", o

She later’ discovm new possibuiuu of mendahip with a young; T

-novolj.st. 'Ibrgnoe Hmt has 'so.othing of a woman in- hin'5° a.nd 1' SRR

hiuelf 1ndigm.nt atuthe nonotonoua lives nost wonen are, condonned to
- endure. He adaires lhchel's aunt, Helen Albroae, who 13 both better 1n-
- fomd tha.n nost wonen a.nd more com’rersant in nale conpany. bnt he findn
. even her culpable ot the irrational respect that women have for I
| “The Albrose marriage is.a co-proniso because S ,?' s . %
| Shegavewaytohin;shespollthh;shearrmpdthinep
for him; she who was all truth to others was not true

with her husband. It m a atra.ngo and piteous fhw”‘in -
her nature. 51 _ L

Taronca th:lnks thnt perhaps Rachel m right when aho uid the sexu nre ‘

'botter of‘r apartl oortainly his ‘nost hu?ne fr:lends are aingle. and all
the women he adnircs most m unlarried. But as soon as he a.pplies this
: theory to his own pa.rticular case 1t becous unfouiblo a.nd a.'bsu:nrl 'lhis

_.1sduemparttoﬂ:eextentofhisdzsiraforhchelhndalsotohisoon—-‘

viction that their marriage would be free fm the vmities and min- Lo

cerities which mar the n.n'iagea of the mi,ots. 'Ihomhxrys, Anbroses and

indoed-oatpoople. ) . - _ S e
Enlyn Mrgatmyd who ﬁnde 'rcrence exeoptionll in his mculine

: un-:ltivity and mpaﬂv, is haraelf the illegitiute da.ugh‘ter of a hnnd-_‘_

;»v.so-o-oldieriboaopbotomcarrlesinadmblem-owitbanotherof |
‘her lothu:. The nn's nlf-umnnce conmatu vividly with the 'onn's
| expa:ouion of tinidity and romblen tha pdc‘hm of Hu'y Beton'a notlwr

hlnoc-otmo'-Om. !lothorofthirheonchildnn. Hrs Setomisdo-

i



"picted 'encouraging a upa.niel to look at the cuera. with the a.lusad,
| , yet stra.ined expression of one who ia sure that “I:.he dos will nove dir-.
| K ectly the bulb is premd '52 Thn women a.ppear insignificant beside

: their len, a,nd, convinced of the alight inporba.noe of thoir hmcticn in
'life, hold ﬂ:emlveq in oomspond.ingly low es‘aoon. VOolf 8 .atudy of
fictionn.l nrriage il held bo‘bncm reaentlant of Iuculine oppreasion

on the one hand and, on the other, a very pouiti?e celebtmtion of llr-
. rlage as 8 li.fo-giving unton m uhich the wonan's contrihxtion is. a.s 3 o . ]
,i.lportant as her huaband' although in a.nother sphere." Hmt's con- j_f ’ o
tradiotory feelings about both ‘the tyramv a.nd bliu whieh exist in lat- ; |
.vruonystelmnasilﬂa.rdualviewpoint."; B

lh.cholandTorenoo prepmtoeltabliahﬂxeirlmiagoonahsis o

pu:acedentod by lu-y Iollstonecn'a.ft and Godwin. with mspoot for one an-
i other and rooognition of each other'a autono-y Bnt tho ilportance lhchel |
. gives her luaic, a.nd 'lhrrence s inability to unierstand oxr app:rooiate it.
| ‘dmsaveilbaheenthubehindwhichmmﬁreatoanahofart- |

a istic solitude ubich doss not i.ncluda Terercs. It 1: not umumblo )

- to suquot her illnou of similar. inplications, for aho tbm‘by absents
‘hersels nu%the prosmm of hav,ig)g to. cope with 'Ibrenco‘s dona.nd to,
. slnro har existenoe -m&lly Innlid a.nd isola.tod, she can allow her
und to ﬂ.it around ‘the room or settle in-some diuta.nt ‘corner of' her

mﬁmy imsponsi'ble. i‘snnoe s visits dishlrb hor lm%m
for nothi.ng elue in tho

, ofhnrnightnnmﬂuship,htdthmghﬂnreisstillwthim
.sinistcraboutthisoosingnndmoﬂd, 1t il oontnaud‘brthounaeof
effort:lm buoyanq uhidt full i.—u'nion mppou.-ts lh.cbeI sinkc willi.ngly’.'-_ |
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"into this selfleas’ stroan which carries her away fron the roality of sex-
uaJ. union or emotional 1nvolvenent. Terence has been aware of her hold-
1ng back fron the beginnin.g and it 1s 1ronic that only in death does he
foel perfect happineas and peace in her company. ' .
” "Ihey had now wha.t‘they had a.lms wanted to have, the
unipn which h,ad been impossible while they lived.3

» 'me fatdity Voolf believed lay in sexu&l onesidedness became the '
: " object of a wild fu.ntuy in the mock biography of era.ndo. The heroine,
 ' who has ’been 1n forner lives a hero, 1s particula.rly well-qlfalifiad to

o speak about ‘the pecunu-:.ues of Doth sexes and to make an umisually
aensitive laver as either na.n or woman. Semal identity is a natter of

. r:lotms confusion tl’u:mghout the 'book. Hhen Orlando first sees Saaha he |
isnotmrewhetherheialookingataymthoramd. Hehinselfis '
pu::aued by the lonstrms Archduchees }hn'iet Grisolda., who later dis-

: mbestomeuthepemmgeofudmmwamwhombeenm-
quendinguamsoutocmrtﬂwboyarlando, whoaheisdelight—
edtofindtmafonedintoam.

: 'nn dodication a.nd eea:ta.in episﬁdns in the text esta‘bliah .BORme

| - kind of idantity hetuoen Vita Saekville Uest md Woalf'e Qrlando, Yir-
\\ - sinia ﬁrst let Vita. in Daeu'ber, 1922, anﬁ enjoyod a friondship of 1n-
7 creased inthacy ¥ith ber until about 1929 A few weeks before the
\{J‘blication of erando 1n 1928, both wonon had gone to F‘n.noe for a i:ol- -
) mq.y togoﬂxor Vita's Iosbdan proolivitice were well knm to Voolf andv
- I holim it il the fo:nr's a.ffa:lr with Violet mfnsis that Virginia
N ".liats 1n a serles o Junlmtings which hcluded an 1n‘tr1gue in the Low
s Gamm“ wm: a oartun lady whose lmsund"?ﬁ'i’o-ed thu there. uu

m oertainly Virg:l.nia's mspira.tion far Orlando, md hor ancoatnl hc-e

:}# .




' son's traditiomlly docusented scoount of ‘his notna¥;

- --ginia Ioolf. Already quite aware of hu' Sapphist mcli.nations, Vita had

. "tionalityoftbeirlmiage deunadmitharfraengaginginmmms

IS St e " . .
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with 1ts ngniﬁ.cant gmunds and opulent style of living providod mater-

ial for Virg:lnia's 1nagina.tion to nork upon. But there is of course more

e e

fmhsy'than fact in her portrayal, and the whole lethod makes fun not’
only of sex tut of history and the blographer's art. Her pnefatory cata~
logue of acknowledgements 1nc1udes Lytton Strachey Just before she cuts
" 1t off as having become too long and unlmageable. Stra.chey soens to be
added almost an an a:tterﬂ:ought, 'but the joke of Qrlando 1s esppcially
designed for hiam to reliuh. In hs own preface ‘to Bwinent Victorians'in
1918, Strachey deplored the turgidity of Standard Biographiee and rocon- "
mended instead a style which maintained the mithor's ‘own freedom of |
apirit. Rather .'l:ha.n afteipt a 'dlrect lethod of 'scrupulms na.n'a.tion, '

he profers to light upon unexpoctod incidnnts and emine ~each w:lth 'ca.rﬁ-

| fﬂl wrlosity. Virgini& Voolf takas Structny's thesis to a.bsuzﬁ oxh:enos,
1snor1ng historical facts, or even historical tilo. in la.ying ba.re the -
1ife of Orlando as she Fretends to undmtand 11».. Bisarre and dktra- -
vagantuit is, thebookisnovertbaleuaf

-Vita. -oant to Virgi,nh. and is spm'hnlly more

‘f represonta.tton of what

ve than’ mgel Nichol- 3

‘ Vita'slifemmlylmaﬁmgothm&hndos,andherun—b
- 'v 'usual nrital amngeunt mist ha.vo held a s‘pocial fucimtion for Vir-

nrriednaroldnicholsonmdhadtnombyhll- Msppu'ontconven-“

subsoquent a.ffa‘l.rs, Vlta ‘r.lth women and ‘Harold with young men. Nohdth-
standing difﬁcultios which ensued ﬁ.'o- mch oo-plica.tions. the Niohol-
"mmmudswtodtommm Mmmnhblyganmsand
-.:'mmmuhn-tumvmrmofmmr Inthenqlm
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la.ﬁ‘iage 56 Paul and Hinta. tolerate eaoh othor's infidelity with increas-
ed equanimity as their passion for one another cools, but the lucholsons
oxooptional 1n remaining very luch in love. ’Iheira m an extra~
ordinu-y varia.tion on nt:d.noxv 'l‘heir rela.tionahip enbodiod many of the
 qualities which Woolf's lovers tried to £ind in marriage and vhich char-
| actaruod the richest and most fulfilling of her fictional mon-. Vita
| 'mnmldmwmhm:moatmnmmeynn apart, and
| ~ after naarly forty years of la.rriage, Vita aent hin a lettar 1n which the
tinbre of their feelings for one another is held: '
Im&'lwayswell tra.inednottomagoyou Isc#réoly
dare to arrange the collar of your great-coat, unless you '
ask ms to. Iﬂ&nkthatismallyﬂwhuieofmnm
riage, apart.from our deep love for each other, for we
have never interfered with each other, and stnngoly
enough, never been jealous of each other, . And now, in -
- our advnncing yeara, we lm each oﬂ:erlon-doeply than
. @VeTease . _ . , o
m-lando and’her sea.sa.llinghus'ba.nd enjoya.silllu 1ndepondeneo and com-
1pan1mh1p at the end of the. novel. 'Ihey have a.chicnd the ditﬁ.oult | |
bala.nce whioh the lmra 1n Voolf's eu-ly nanls had sought with hopo - o
but without full confidence. Yet however loving and oo-foruble was the- |
\Nicholsons' 'a.fnhgu.nt. 1tmsoa.melyhouenu.nod.1 for marriage.
Instead it seems to hslpng 1n tha.t botorognnms colloction of rnhtion-
| 'ships whichmlﬁll the muvidnua oonoomod but £a11 outsid.e the pale
of defined g:oups. 'nms l!.oanor rocognius Bm's and luchola.s' rola.t-
iwpumfmmdodonlwoboMamandwombutunﬁtfor '
marriage becsuse of Micholas’ ho-oumality 58 Lly's m ¥illian's
a.ffocta.on for one mother not only oxists autside nrrlage but dnpend-
omthoiremption. hchintmmvoolfufurﬂnrﬂidpnoeofrah- v
: tion-botmonmmdm, -ndbyu:airoddproporuonaholpodolmryv' _
}inhornindthemumn oonution-onwhiohnrriaga 1-'buod. Ido
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A

not wish at this point to conant upon tho Woolf's. nrit&l nla.tionship.
but Virginia Hoolf's reﬂections upon her own larriage are 1ne1uded 1n , (

an Appendix.
In her 1926 diary, Virginia Woolf entered under the headirg "The
married relatioms | - AR .
Amold Bennett ‘says tha.t the horror of n.rriage 1ies in its
*dailiness”, All acuteness of relationship is rubbed
away by this. The truth is more like thisy 1life--say
« four days out of seven——becomes automatic: but on the
£ifth a bead of sensation (between Imsband and wife)
forms which is all the fuller and more sensitive because
of the automatic customary unconacious days on either.
" 'side.  That is to say the year is marked by moments of
" great intensity. Hardy's 'moments of vision'. ' How can
. a relationship endure grmlengﬂxoftiuoxoapt
' undsr thon oondtim? o
mgmbxplnmmthingabmtm. Danw' wnrriagea.nd
tha.t of tbo Ralms,6_ a.n‘d in d.oi.ng lodlstimilhosthen-‘m tho br:lef“‘
abtcbu wo ﬁnﬁ in tho psﬂntic dxort stou:y of'hpin and Inpinm'
| the Ju‘vi.ea of onb's Rocn, tbe Pu-gitar pmnts 1n 'lho !om, and. \' ‘
Iuandcﬂesinhtnenthelcta | | | L
. Claries Dalloway's aisery at boing labelled *the perfect hostesg®
'by Pbter Walsh nﬂect%her hpa.tionoe with the aigniﬂeanoe he a.llows PR
mchamlamtbcrﬂmfmmumwithﬂnmlo 1teo1f Inotherin- :
atances Woolf had held up weun's life of mm enmaunts as super-

ficialandlmntahlyahallowhadd‘tbemldof&cﬁonandmhimt
whid:mopontoun. cheﬂnuplndsfall-uponadiﬂmntnoto,
’ sothatnotonlydotbcuninﬂnhookappouuam.yotwom,but
 Mrs. mmhannﬁm-unfofmmmnurmm
Richu-d Dallom nms on pcnmtu',y oo-i.tteos, l'bter muh pre-
aidenmadism&hwauhlchhtﬂathodnofmhul, |
Mmthnudhuupodﬁmatm mtdwoachnnboliens
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he .8erves an Mspenuhle function, ‘the roal buai.nen of his work 15

. ravoa.led to be quite trivial and uniuportant. Peter's oolonnl career
umhdbym.hauummaubol-bmsm-wmwm .

* matives-had refused to use when thcy arrived. Hugh's mmumu prid.e

in his linen mpbou.ﬂn 13 an hnne mocmpation which doun't aeen a.l- _
together mpmm;te 1n ¢ a follow who mld d:mu in lmoo ln:aochea and ._' -
lace mfnu to do eono nenm job at oourt with mxplicable dofaronce

‘for a distant noma.ty. lnn luchu'd'l porpotm.l oonoem with tho nn:rtm-
tumto Amnhna seems: rather remote from. rodity, and, road 1n context, :

o -ou'o-ly lm hporunt tlnt Gh:nm's perh:rbation over an uninvited

gusst who scens deternined to oome to her party: Both Clartsss and |
| -mmumtomnuumm'.mumuumtumummérﬂ
"fgotun;mt. muum”wmm'-méﬁai-umam- _
. 1tatlon to their uumymamcuon ofit. s thatuhu: mm} o
‘loms for a oonittoo on aho 1- n.ot quiu m whlt. Olu-im nﬂoctl. _ _.
,Andthorohndignﬂ.tylnpooplo.aaoliﬁ‘ﬂwmbomn_ .
- Imsband and wife a gulf; and that one must respeot...for
- one would not part with it onesslf, or taks it against his -
. "will, from one's husband, without losing one's independ-
~: ence;-one's nlf-nmob--utthing, after all, 1:u.-s.uo:loss.‘52
ﬂnuigniﬂmwlthuhlohthomdmlhorm-mpnuuiu
\neoeuu-uy loctuponutharn. ‘buthorpiquon.t tbou- o‘bbuonou 13 leu '
'-.hportmtﬂunhormoouvicﬂonofmth. mummtmmrﬁf
uu-umum,m.m:mauaummmmmmluo"
"hltlbomld"l ndoﬂffomt—-bmdmrm.intmmm
, "pmuunhimm.uhwum. ua‘bolou m!.tin
'umm'-mrmtdnmmmutm-mamm
wlymntmchohulnothin;abmtthuudls "Her omly
";gift.mhwiumdmtb;munot'&m&dnm.hrd.ﬁto

A
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‘ partofpaople ahehulncnrn.
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ma.ta the only life availa.‘ble to hor. Pu-tieal(:n both her croa.tion 1n

lifo and . hor oelo‘bntion of it. Peter and M.cha:nl rega.rd her enthusim

~ for such oooa.si.ons as both snobbish and childiah but noither the la.n she

married, nor the man who wanted to marry ho:;undorsta.nds her or her p&rties. .
Uha.t they condonn as sha.uow betrays thoir own superfici,l Judgenent,a.l- ‘
though clu-uu naliles they can no more understand what she means than
sho can co-m'ohend Petor'a new love, 'ﬂw noet hportant thing 1n the
mld but unknowable 1o the other. | The polishod silver, flowers und
ﬂun!.tun are fou': tnu-im -brely tho munnonta with thich she porfons ‘
horof‘fuing 'nnnmmnlmusionstothemctityofhertcsk :
and tbon 1s -o-oﬂung mﬁcd in hor senaitivity. wa.u:ing ﬂmough tha

: Pu:k ncu'PIcelduly abo 13 carried my by the mtoncati.on of the mom-.

*what she loved was this. hore, now, in front of her. _ Toga_ther

- with Woolf's o*t.ber vidom.rles, Hu m.uya.nd Lucy Swithin, m.arisaa , ‘
finds oonaohtion in tho bellef that people survive death Yy living on
in ‘esch othez, ahe bo:lng pu't., sho was positive, of the trees. at hom -

’oftheholm thare,ugly ; .- al) .\to bitsandpiecesasit m;

"‘,mtoan-offmngfuunuk.oforrmng "n:mtnawond.mavu-
alityandsonoroaitwinherubnmuhicbabofoolnpodtincan:tbe '

dantnthby'Aot-ofmumnt'65muh1chnhshe:spac1ubothaam»'

v.'anindividudanduaownterbalmotomm

A8

laJJd.ng home fran a nthor hnring lunchoon, Mohnd bncea h:!.mlf

‘totoumarimthatholmihr, mﬂﬂ.nghehunanmfeltmeto

purt.lymtofmmn, pnrt.lybocmuhoiluhy, 'butlik:amg

mnlb___gm. heoannotb:inghhnlftoutur 11'. outught.:”_‘ '

ol -
Y



Instead he gives Clarissa a bunch of her favorite ﬂowere, *She under--
stood; she understood wlthout hs. apea.king 65§1n11ar1y Mr. Ramsay is ,. '
_ convinoed of his wife e devotion without her having to rrne 1t in words.
These gaps which mtempt the low of thoughte between bwo people
nininiled when uoh lllcee ellonnoee for ‘the other. ‘mey axe noreaver
nicksintmndxichﬂm:penoneeewmneesofbeingnoleeethendo
their oou:reeponding no-ente of hu-nonioue ahu':l.ng Mcha:nd's ﬂouex\- _
borne leeuge, a.nd (nu-ieu's a.nticipetod pu'ty, constitute the beads of
eeneation which me tbqir n.n-iage f‘rou -onotomr ’Ihey eha.re a pa.st |

' whioh yet leovee roo- for wondor, B0 that (!hrlua epemlates on whet
lite mldhavebeenifshehadlarriedl’eter, andRiclm.rdrecalle'
Ualsh's pudon end uondera 1f uu'l:hing mad.ns betueen then. Neither
conﬁ.dos in tbe other, but half-knowledgo a.nd half-gueeses eeta.blish"a.

teneionbetueonﬂuuhichisvitalintheemkindofmthattheir i

mtual mhm oonoem thoir only ohﬂd. : 'lbsother they deplore miza- .
: 'beth's mmtion \d.th Hin !J.Inn, 'hut ay:oe :!.t will pa.ss a.nd that *él
3 theirdmghteruulmineonemstmngetothethaoconpmiedby

| "Ituammmmmemmguaamwmnupicmof'
'Hn Dullowwﬂunofher!ms‘oand,hxtthereuorgeéaveryrounded
. eenee of their livoe toget.her nech allowe the ot.ber some. 1icenee of

- 1ndepenienoe 80 t.ha.t noither teels douinnnt -or, tymntned. . 'meir love

| untheruom,ymohuorhubemammfoxw-w.mt
-‘ﬁemmthlmmwwmintheabmoeofm-
| __d.oalpe.uion. mmm,mmhn.hmmnm.
Ihltisotintm.tmdmﬂl”iohowpoplemgetolivo togetberwith
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Virginia Uoolf'_q oa.tliest portrait of 'aj‘;ari_'iage' s_ee»n" through this per-

spective and os_ﬁ.‘blid\ea the precedent £oi: .the‘ Rénsé.ys.
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5. Masculine Feminine ,‘
Poetry ought to have a mother as well Ws a father.’

Biosraybers and critica have been ready to identify the existenee of
-two opposed principleu in Virginia Woolf which for convenlence's sake may
be termed magculine and feninine. Quentin Bell e"xpla.ins this dichotom'
by referring to her anoeutors, who embodied quite distinct modes of a.ppro-
hension. On the Stephen side the fuih was ma.rh'ble four its high
noral tone and. mteuec‘hml exeellenoe. The Stephen men presented an im-
Apnuive lineage as lmers and advocates of.hula'n dignity through in-
dependence, whether the subjoct was an umdll:lng colony or a negro slave.

The spirit of religion visited the men more lightly than 11'. did. their sis-
ters, for whon enligh'benlent was of the mer variety. But if the nen | |

| had liuod the touch of spiri‘hla.l blisa, they were no less upright in
their noru.ls and aspirations tha.n the worthy Caroline Emelia, hslie
' ,Btephan ] pious sistur 'mm was nothing m‘rolous in the oondnct of

ftheir lives, ‘and when eithor faund expnuion thmsgh thair pen, . the same ;

b5

- high serioumesa cha.racterized M as The Dicuo_n;_uz of Na.tiom_ -

__m Lenl:le Stephen could no loro havo mtten aono mu on

T gﬁ Radiance than hi.s sister eould have grappled with his momu-
nental work of scholmhip, but the silila.rlty of their ta-per becones

nore appmnt when 11'. is seen against tha.t of the Jacksonn a.nd their ante-.

codents who eo-prise the feninine aido of Virginh.'s hor:l.tago Virginia 8
‘-lo'therm heraolf tha dnugh*har bt one of the Pn.ttle sisters, famed alike

for their Pre-lhphmlita beauty and artistic d.ispositiom. At the same
‘uu that Vh:ginia. s p-,tomn grandfathu- was establishing his reputa.tion

'Hr. Over Semtary Stephon in tho Oolonial Orrioe, her gma.t-grmd
fathor Pattle was in the colonio- thuulna, uhm he was ea:cning the

v
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title of 'the biggest liar in India.’ It says something about the dif-

- ference between the two that ivhilgt Stephen was as ahcetj.c in his 'ha_bits_

" as the chergyman he wished he might have been, Pittle drank himself to

death and was embalmed in a barrel of rum to awalt shipment to England. &

The Pattles were dtoéether a more colorful Imeed and 1t séarcely seemod

out of chmoter that James' casket should explode one sultry night be- -
low his w:ldow'a uindow and send her out of her wits. 'nxe ladies of tha.t

family were ondowod 'by nature with a senaitive tempesranent whioh could

euily becone nqrvous. ‘ .
One of Virginia. s Pattle g:r:oat-aunts had a gonius far photograpt\y,

and a.nother wrote - untinntal pootry Thoir 1nﬂuenoe, howaver, was |

mecdotdandleudymicthanthepmunoeofmtm, whomthei"
sister of Ipalie Stophen' first wife. Minny and Axmy ware 'lhackera.y 8

‘ ‘dmghtors, and Amv at lmt ahared hor father's litera.ry 1nterests.

No Staphon had ever written a nml nor lado then a m’bntantial part of

. -his roadj.ng. but kuv was not at a.'l.l Btophanoao. She was bo:lstema ‘and
,,,pmtic. ‘She allowed h.mu n:lshts of mgxmuon-”’ and '1ittle

o ,"sehones a.nd fmcd.os' whlchm oxmvaga.nt llll -on'u.lenm andunfet-
‘ j_tendbyﬂmdeundeotreuonorfac‘hul mth. aumvigmaand
?-'.witty mn as an old latb, andVirginia'adniredher ainoorely' 68 ’me

qnalities which endou'ed h.:: to. the Stepben ch:lldren exasperated

‘their father: he could not tolera.te her a.'bandon-ent a.nd was forever .
.:‘ 'checld.ng her em‘berant hpulaes' and drenehing her fl:lghts of fa.ncy
: '\dth ohi.‘ll!.ng mucin.' ' 'no thinh thay presented two quite dif-‘

| ,'  femtvmimotlifetowhichdiefoltdmandbetween'hichsho

eru dividod. Inharnindthoyreprountbdﬂntuosidesofhorinhu—
. f_itanooandopiwodthodiftmnoo be‘hnonnsculineandfeunine,
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which she saw as the. tenaion underlyim relationships betueen the sexss

. and in pa.rt:lcula.r of her pa.rants' la;:rriage

'ma oxtant to wh:l.ch her portmit of the Busays' nrriuge 1n To
. M 13 auto'biosra.phical is suggested by ontrios in her d.iary
, 'Ihe tan 'nml' d.ldn't quite ﬁt har oonceptlon of tho book a.nd ahe

L considemd mlling it a.n elegy mmad 69 She Ilml’“‘d *'° h“‘

,father s chmetér done aolplofz in it; and’ nothors; ‘and St..
Tvesy and’ childhoodi and all the usual things I try- to put
in--1ife, death, etec. But the centre 1s father's charac-
~ ter, sitting ing boat, reciting ’Dporlshod, each alono,
uhuo ho mnhea dying uckarel. v

: :'mroe yotrshter nho o'bservod the da.ta ofher father's 'birthdqys

Hsmldhmnboon%, 96, yes, todam and could have
been 96, like other people one has knowni tut mercifully
wyas not. His 1ife would have entirely ended mine. What
- -would have’ happenod? No mting. no booh; --1noon-
o ounuo.?l .

Tho grh patrimh of omting utandudn a.nd e:dnnsting deu.ndn was clea.r-

. -ly an- nportnnt pu-t ot Virginia'a oonooption of hu: fsthetr. mring his

| 'nngomg fam ulmu thm were: tines when ahs longed fo:l: the end

- _which wauld ranm hw: of sickbod nnisttuuou M thn angud.ab uhich

'f“_yamndea thes. ‘Bub her lqttarn from this period ahow ‘the sake kind of
| a.nbinleuce uhich har eu:ly dilries expmuod ;d.fh raa-nl to hor step-

‘ aieter's unoertad.n conva.lcaeence whlch end»d 1n doath. > 'nn lotters ha.vej_,;'-: T B

o ,thb advantaga of awen you's uhich tollu 1n hecl: s,nma.nd ulf—umneu.ff

For 1 lealte Stopbon was often a. m-nt, 0 was also *the most denght-

. ful Ofpa& '7? Mahohocuo uﬂnltmdhonoe ofmueu: mteust to
U R fatbor. 11fs. mud to hold tnﬁnih pouibﬂitios of huppinau“ |
uhmd bmoon thu. m e cu-a. w.- gn.r pt never havlng boen shle - [P

L uenu of barcm-nt s on:cut with cuﬂty meivinss that sho h-d

WA SOV T et D TRt R
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R -"uhnst itmmtiﬁingtomestamda good dwghtor' 1twun'tu

o ‘json's hopes far a long anticiputad voyaQ o the Iighthouu with the as- |
. suranoo ﬂntaheexpects themtharuﬂlbeﬁn. lbrpmdiction is | -
o 1rooted in wiahfulnoss rathor thu.n cimmctanual ovidenco, a fact whioh e _'  o
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' not done enough for hin or comrinoed hh or the depth of her affaction. R R

~ Her sister's una.ahaud reliof a.ud raadinoaa to ﬂnd southing mch wider _' BT

. than oonsolation in tho trnvels and f:'undahipa which now opened up be- o b '
: foro thu m-od most nmhonﬂb]a to Virgim.a. Aml yat Vanessa was TR

only sivins lifo %o the dznm: which Virsinia mppronud from guilt. .

‘ Hmvnhappytmmhmnthherfutberhwmiudtobe, 1t would ]
. " have: fbeen one in which she ml&imd ﬁmt and tm:nost a d.mgh‘hom and

" ',exciting a life u that of m mnpondsnt noveiist, qmthing she could
.'.‘:.nonr have beco-e whilo her {athor nm . Her. reonnga osoillawd be- = |
w"_tween etrong ath:aetion and :ountuntt her feenngs tor hor nother |
m 81111&'1)‘ ool:p{i} and 11; is hor x'ocosnition that 'nothing was. -
'.:silpl.y one thing thst nhu the hagim.tivo reincu'nation of her pu--
‘  r'ent.somchmnertha.nbormmokotchos.~' LT L
- Vizginia Woulf's perception of the urmii:&. botween the. mcu;.- e
o Ane and falinino stutadu of and is dx-.-tuod by Mri and nrt nu-

"m hub-nd uquicktopointaut. T 1; e

B TAmie Mo e 1 R

e -dum;u—muuawwdto nuttb mumu .
T from Wﬂlﬂtlﬁbhdﬂﬁﬂlﬁ. I

mmwumﬂ;wo{mo--mnmw




. way into.a ’book piched at mdo-.75_. Sha lets the words of a sonnét waa#: )

S o annyus or discrilinrl;ion.

. 4nea.1:by re-read.mg a puaeo fmn his favori*bo novel I-b too 13 naved, 'by
o ',,Jrhat he :eada. hut hin -otion ebuoa u the na.tural consequence of 1ncid- -

| say. reh:rns "bo 'nxe hﬂw with anticipated fomtiﬁcauon yet w.tth
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. i.nconpmhensive]; ln-ut.al o Hrs. na-aaq For her part she. would chango the

' facts 1: she oould, and if not, ahe would ‘pretend 11fe was softer*and more
‘dolightful than blr!h n&uty expoaed Sho and Jms feel oomforta.'blo in

~ one t'mothea:'s cqpuv pnrﬂ; bocduue thoy both live so mmtively and |

frlnge the prasont moment with the anticipa.ted s:nsaﬁoﬁs of the future. ™

Mhtnrprodseouor, Glu'iaumum, nrs. lhlwl;aaanuntra.tnodund

| "and conaoquently ralies on her uhxition rathecr: than her knmrlodge, trus-

ting mutmcte which come’ to her mm.-nly as a wo-an _ Neither woman

_ ‘holds luch store by 'boolu, cla.‘riua taying with & biograptv at- bed.tine,

‘ "Hrs M ncver ﬁnding tine to. ren& éven those volunes which had beon '

| . dedicabod to her. (hly occa.siona.]ly does she peor in her ehortsighted

. '.rlvtlmica.uy thrwgh hetlind withouf. umlersta.nding what they ua.n but

o \ - ) R

o ,'feeling by oonviction :r:esfad and utisﬁod. It's the foeling which mtq ) J '
‘{terstohu:andw!ﬂ.dx eu'rioewithin 1tthgesseneoofneaningvhiohnoeds |

o
7

At tbg salo ti.ne she lulla harpolf ld.th poeh:y. Hr. Ba.lsay aits - , |

_ent fo]ldning tncident, na.n'a.tive :ma.ching 11'.5 Mitable conclusion.
) mareaanrs mmrddamﬁupaandzmauif 'shewa.sclin’bing
.T:acbm.rds, upnrds shoving her way up under- ‘petals tha.t curved over o
her '76 her hw'hand's process 1e quito stmghtfmard. » 'u du&xght
mn 1iks an aJ.]!mbet from A to z.” The books they read and the way they A
read the- ‘are’ mrﬂxer Mms of Mr nspectiva dmc'bers. Mr. Ra.- :_{‘:v..;,‘ :

‘judgeuntsuspmdedtﬂlheismraof'thewholoahapeofthethmg

Wl
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He ronds with the sue atend,y persevomco that chmctuizes hia own
studies, ploddi:rg frol ane lotter *bo the next, hoping fao 'npeat the ' .
whole a.lphabet 1n ordor. 3‘78 Scott's story 'of m pnf.ed acainst l!at- 'f!' S :';
“ure, of man in relation to his rate'?d sppeals to Raneay's sense of '
- nelodrm It is not u.nfl.f: tb 808’ hh as rep:reaonting 't.he prouic side
of ite and hiu wate the postic, 'h'uo he recttes postry hinaelf. Wt
_ it 18 poetry fnll of usculine aentinents, Tennyson s (}ha.tge of the -
R / Light Brigade' énd Goupcr s "hme Ca.staway , neither of uhich is related |
m ap.trit to the smkespemm sonnot Hrs Raneay settles upon. 'lhe ‘
" camal vay 1n whi,ch shopioks both Togk a.ndpoen contragts with Ransay's e
deliberation p.nd £ypuy her na;hxre For u Ba.lsay belongs to tha.t claas o
of thinkers demibed as stoadfut, she 13 of the other group, 'the gif‘t.-
. ed, ‘the 1nap1md who. .liraculmsly, lunp all the letters bpﬁer In one
flaah-themofgenius.'m 'nxeycmotmtﬂg:bookeorinthee-o- »
tions which ﬁll then respectively when they havo finllhed mading Not
: being able to dm thoae feelinga heightens the tennion be‘bneen then
| but 1n a n@ot.ic m which rea;:hos a reuolution natisfactory to then
i v'boti m m-msuenu;uplm.hertospeaktoh? totellhinthat p
_sbe lms hu. .8he rm 1t impassible o meet his noed directly b! say- S
ing wha.t ahe foels, ‘bnt M‘ldses the gap betmn then w:lth a. nﬂe which
gives hil w!"‘t he uants without words 'meir diffmnces m:eate a kind

-
) of reaonance which fon both of thu 1s the optim tnppiness. EASE IR
f . Mrwsofmingmudﬂfmntastheirmaofreaﬂine
! nr. hlsqie Ioosaigxtod,ai wh:l.ch loana he ms di.fferont things fron
his wifq. ;iar 'vqpic gus- ﬁms 1taelf ‘on the cloaeness rcvealod to he:b-
‘o: & bod of mm. none u: uhich 18 visi‘blo

tohorhns‘bmd. I-baontquitéqhuﬁmdtheuﬂinmthingainufo, |
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‘the flowers whilsteohbidorlng 'a spot about a foot or l'o. a‘Bbve then.'

.. although he sometimes pretends to notice in oxrder to please her, praising |

82

Hia obmunéss'mincrodiblo to her for whom such things are 80 oS-
8 a

vious, tut 1t {

int for wonder rather than resentaent and not really

80 mrprising when she oconsiders ﬂut he is not only a man but a great

man and must have a nind differant 1n every way from hers.

'mua his view ot 1ife is dif‘femnt fron hers both literulh antl

metaphorically. The sight o:t‘ an evening sta.r £11l1s her wlth keen pPleasure,

'but 15 so-ething which exper!.onoo ‘has- taught her she mst savour alone.

| : ., The source ot her eosta.sy is her husband’'s cause for lelancholy 'I'hinge
’ .‘which ﬁ.ll her with Ment rhapaody become uteri&l for dismal plu'ues

in his mind. Hehxﬂdewordsuponwordsinanostextramantm, groan-

’ 1ng aloud at his fa.te, benoa.ning the fu‘hu'g of his books, reciting fate-
‘mlpoetry but aeningmecheerfulthanumal direct];hohasﬁnishod.
| rgm !h.sayisa.nnoyedbythiapracticeofhiswhichsemachildisband ‘

1ndnlgent gAmO and dispmoportionately mhre But li.ko nany gans
1t is not very hporbant, and for all his gloom And daspora.tion he 1s a.c-

f'au.uy loss pesailistic gmn she is. ae uishe- very luch tha.t he could

w

distinsuish himlf 1n hia life 8 woﬂ, ‘but 1n his symntic olasaiﬁ.c-

;ﬁondfﬂimth‘mommtonwh the 10‘“‘61' Ql R, the 1n1tia.1

_afhiaownnam, escapeshin Porhlhieﬁnesemooftngody,inhis

om ‘.,l.i.fo. ltr. Ramsay leula hinnelf to battle rather than defest. The pro--
' 'spoctofoblivionisemouting. ‘lnthehueight childmtopusto
"-v_posberity, andthere isdi@ityweninadoomdsﬁ'uagle.v Forhhﬂm

chﬂdnnmsc‘hinghmmatedandmfmhckm:mmw
and solf-oonﬁmﬁum as m¢ theyfa a nﬁou adjunct to his work.
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' futures nore preca.rious to her than"to hexr husband. When ahe ‘a.nticipe.f.es"

Prue's me.n'iage and the happiness ehe will find vicarimsly through it,

. Ramsay nevertheleee believes her chlldren will never be as happy as

A they are nowi

' Hith her nind ehe had always eeised ‘the fact that there ¥
18 no reason, order, Justice: .but suffering, death, . -
thqpoor ‘meremnotmeacherytoobaeefo the world

~ ognit; ehe l;neu thst. No ha.ppi.nees las g she knew :
For Mr. !hnsw children help sten the personal tngedy of lifel for Mrs.
Rnse.ytheyrenindoneofﬂxe genemdehaoewhichcanmddoeeengulf .
and destroy. Pitted egain.et death Rueay holde up hie children and his
books in deﬁance, uhere Mrs. Ra.nsay spreade a circle of love :ln consol-
ation. PR o s

She 18 both a lovables and a loving person, so mich so that Lily and

others ﬂ.nd her 1rresist1ble. And yet her eolieitatione have an edge. to. ..

-.thenwhichMJJﬁndsmshfaninganduhiehonemmidenuﬁeeln

..suchamutormininmetoherepell ‘Mrs. lhuewukeeeprofee—
sion wtoftakingcareofotheremdm;ueme cu:nichael poeitivelyre—__'
.msesto'betakenca:reof. Msaloofneeepeeveehem,anddttmshshe,

;r‘:

mentally accuses hin of 1njur1ns her unfairly with his distristtulness,

ahe canmt rree hereelf fro- hie ghoet. cu-niclnel 1e her antagonist

- . not because he refueee hea: offer of stupe and 'bo’be.cco 'but heceuse he

; 'e'capee the inde'budneu acoepta.nce would ente:ll She mterprets his -

§

'reaiatanoetoherbenevolencenselmd 1ciononhiepu'ta

' ,-the.tnllthhded.reofheutogive,totnlp, ‘
, + ° “vanity. For her own self satisfaction was it thetnhe
wished so instinctively to help, to give, that: ,
' ughtmothc. 'O Mrs. Ramsayl deal!re.m...
,!re-m. l'nndneedherandeendforher
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‘l‘hé're 15 ‘an ulter:lor ldﬂie 4n 'her cbnﬁinﬁoﬁa 'sélf-shéri_f-iée{ Hers 15

a self-fulﬂlling generoaity because through 51ving to others she maloes
of them takers and thereby acquires some ‘Iind of ascenda.ncy. At the
’pa.rticula:r moment when Hr. Ga:nichul shuffles by and ulme her feel =0 - |
nervous and shabhy, ahe is sea.ted with her son. James, to whom she has
B beenmadingacrinsfnirystory Itiathetueofumnahenmand
his _ﬁife_ 1n michﬁthe WORAN presses hor unwilling hus'band to d°md'ﬁop'
increasing powers from the magic ﬂounder who is obliged to gra.nt his
' wishes. 'lho 'astory of the Finhena.n and his '1fe was like the ba.sa gen-
‘ : "ﬂqwcapmingatma,lhichnwmdﬂnnmupunexpocudlyintoﬂm
” melody.'% A parallel is mrely intendsd between the insatiable wite
»a.ndl!rs Raua,y cherconeontntoddnonethi.p‘only, hornlndwmders“
 as she reads to consider Minta Doyle and her mother's ohu-ge tﬁf.@u.
Ramsay wished to dominate and make pecple do what she wanted, an ustalr
.a.cwso.tion m thought. It is unjust as a co.ploto pieture but -
a very tmo the 'hole. ‘ _
lh:s Rnsayisnotonlyuﬁinwnbloutchnkor, aheiaaniaguded
cne. }brmusfmemmimummuﬁxtionblmdshortotm |
i peculia.r!.tioa of mdividml nafams. 'Ihl‘l; Uﬂlin should be a man and
.Lﬂya.wonnisreuopemmghforun‘ntolmylnmum:l shplicity,o
g ‘andsheiaunmmtothomsistancaofﬂmuwhmshotnosto‘st‘eer -
into the lives ahe has plannad for tbon 'lho nn-iage ahe helps engineer
-bohveon l:l.nts and. Panl Rnyley ’baco-os for a no-ent the fom of the ng-
nif1 'tdinnupnrtyahogivesuithﬂnluacioushooutenmubobme
1o ol 'o.mt.uanhmocfmnginoaemumofmulwo. |
- :.mt-llu..lhuu's Ploasire in having brought. then 'ooaa\tm 1s underert . - o
*uthmoomohmmwmmadmwom o
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theee lovers. these people entering Into illueiOn )
gii;::gdngw;{;dé a:;::d’:eegmced_round Awith nockery, |
She readily sacrifices Gharles Ta.neley for her husband s conmfort, or. Li]y"
for cm.rles 3 neither act seems unreasona'ble glven her sense of p:r:eoed-
ence of men and especially great men. But the sa.cr:lfic;lai elennt of
this celebratinn is directed towards sonething more ‘diverass and closer
to the chnoe which is the source of her private peeshien. Mrs. Ramsay
- 1s both w:ltch and enohentreee. 'Ihe woman who eite tl'u.nking how beet to
nantpulate Minta forms a picture tor \unm ‘Bankes which repreeente |
civilization; his Tapture £111s Lily with gre.tih:de for llu. m o
 that she should inspire such love. Mrs. Ranmsay 1e a woman wortiu of the
" loving legend which menoria.lizos her spirit after dee.th. The eelf-
‘ sacrifice she n.kes without resentnent for all nen ia seen uya choeen .
" act vhich, though 1t may exhaust her, also makes her triunphe.nt.v tme
| ' Ramsays' na.nﬂ.age 1s at’ times ‘puerile, e.t othere ngniﬁ&ent, but cen-
tral to their own uves and to those which they draw about then. It is
'by fa.r the loet 1nterest1ng of Virgi.nia lloolf's portra.ite and one 1n "
which the qutlitiewhe :l.dentified as. nasculine and felinine ~88em’ best
»"sui‘bed to meet eacl; cher'e needs and there'by achieve the resone.nce
vstruck 'between their %iﬂ‘ennt pu:oportions. ‘ anh ot the :I;ntereet lies .
.in the subtle twist with which she re-aasenl;les the conventional
 Ostenstily Mre. Pansay's nre and family dutles are not dma.t- v
: . 1ce.1.1y different from those of other women and vdvee. I.ike then she
received no ednca.t:lon that would fit her for the mm of ecienoe or
.."thought, end even the eanitation of da.iriee rena:lne a mculine pre~. ﬁ
| ‘.'bd-eerve. | Like Mrs, nubeny and. Gle.rieee. Dalloway she 1s adept at socm |
orcheetretion e.nd 1e e.nother perrect hostese. Bhe nete her child:mn o

:_415..
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with the wmth of motherly love as naturally as. Susan 1n ‘The Va.ves._ She : 3*_
radlates beauty with a self—consciousnesa equal to Jinny, and bestows . '
chu-ity upon the a.nomous poor as liberally as Elea.nor Pa:l:giter. .But

'a.'bove a.11 she mspires and sustaina her hus'bmd a.nd. gives unstintingly

of the ‘mpatl'v he dema.nds
‘ (She) seened ‘to raise herself with an effart, ‘and at once
to pour erect into the air a rain of energy, a column of
spray, looking at the same time animated and alive as if
all her energles were being fused into force, turning and
11luninating (quietly though she sat, taking up her stock-
ing again), and into this deliclous fecundity, this foun- °
" taln and spray of life, the fatal stérility of the male
plunged itself, 11k87a bea.k of bms. ‘bamn and 'base

‘_ He uanted synpathy ‘
' Hrs Ra.nsay reveres her hus'band ahd other men without emry and gives to

. »then all without resentnant. for sho pitied all men as. if thoy lacked
L sonething, wonen never as 1f they had aonething | She feols she hu, A 1

~ the whole of tho other sex under her ptotectiom for
reasons she could not explain, for their chivalry and
- valour, for the fact that they negotiated treaties, ,
niled Indaa; controlled finance; 'finally for an at- ’
ti.'hlde toward herself which no wosan could: fail to feol
r to £ind ag:eeable, sonethins 'hmettul, chﬂdlilu. :

Rauay helps *feel hporhnt by preundlns lho bollevea 1n their

mportance hemlf. _1n fact she not only sees herself as the:lr pro- :

~ ‘tecter, ehe pities thel ’_..wha..t they nius and all. vonen pouou-—a.n 1n-- ~
w ‘ s ’nea.ning 1n axpOrienee mn when it - ’ f":.- 1

such a gift. masculine wconpli ents | o
She is not ruentful of the fact,
‘:v"wmtohe:r; andbyallowinsthuto
o th muwaomm Helping
Janes cut it p!.otu:ms from an o148 ‘.talog:e .tr hagines ber 11ttle boy.’ :
| | “oh or diracting sstem ‘

'a:m relatively ahple and’ 1
'bocwae thei.r lmuuona nh ;

a.u rod. and mim 6n the;




U net bear the emtiny of truth. T

*m , :22 a:;:egawe enterprise in ‘some erieie of public .
Alnoet w:lthout exception ehe nakee of nen acolrbee--even the 1nt.racte.'b1e , ) | SRR
Te.neley falls under her charm. She flatters hin with her ineimetion | O
that ell wonen Trevere the neeuline 1ntellect end su‘bject thenselvee to
1t.

She nade hin feel better plea.aed ‘with hheelf the.n he
had done yet...He would like her to see him. gmmed a.nd

hooded, walking in a proceseion.9° _ _
In her mind ehe makes of her son a man. end of Tansley a child. The 'non’-"

ent after ehe ha.e won the. tribute she pitiee hin with sonething close to

chntenpt which she ca.nnot, however, a.llow herself to brea.eh, beca.uee, it
_the worshipper is despicable, of What velue is his worehip? 'me queetion |
‘1e luch more umcie.l with regard to her hueba.nd. | She glves 'bo hil freely
" the reaseuranee he would never- eek of his own freegfﬂln Her triulph 1:1

‘giving is dieconpoeed by the fear that others will say he depende on her. o o
o *vhan they met know that of the two he was 1nfinitely the more uportmt. o

'a.nd wha.t ehe gave the irorld in eonpe.rieon \dth whe.t ve. negligible. '91 .
So she - ree.eone with herself as Ce.mi.chael ehufﬂee reminds her of

the: inedequacy of huma.n reletionehipe a.nd how even ﬂte nost perfeet cen-
92 .

‘ 'chael makee her fool unconfort—
o bahle 'becaa;ee he su-pects her d.eeﬁre‘to 31ve as being va.nity, and her un- |
';_,eas:l.nese 1n hie preeenee sugseste the accura.cy of his !.lplied eccueetion. |
| Mrs. Ramsay ﬁnde ber ‘tiue vocation in respo:mng to ths needs of othere,
| ) - .‘ and thereby operetee withhero'm foroe and finde her mm 1dent1ty a8 en
:“individuml Her eelf-effa.eenent 1e pert of the echene but 1n no. m in-
| ‘peire her tre.neoendence. , In the ﬁret eeehon her ehild::en and I-ily re- _
~ sent the fact ﬂut Hre. n-say should be forever givi:ng to men who ‘axe
o ,forever taking But when Lily reealle hem- ten yeare la.ter, her anger: a.t

"..\ L




| Hrs. Ra.nsay 8 self-surrender 1e mixed with recollections of ‘the wonan s

glowing splendour, when ehe blazed up. 'into a rapture of eynpetw, of
delight 1n the rewud, _ which confemd *the nost suprene bliee of which

hukan nature was ‘capable. 093 111y vas npatient with e, Ramsay for |
| the eelf-indulgence she alioued a1l ‘men, but 1 ehe ga.ve of herself with
| such enthueie.u, can one blame the men for taking?
' - Her love for Hrs Ra.nsay novee Lily to offer wha.t sympathy ehe ca.n
"~ to Mr. Ru.lsay, which she does by pre.ieing hie boots.. Hr. Ransay ha.ppene |
o to be very proud of his boots, and her spontaneoue appreieal fille hil :
| with what he needs. Lily herself feels a kind of ecstasy a.nd, understend-= B
. 1ing for the first time Mrs. Ransay s delight on such occaeions. zea.uzes

she will never feel sorry for her a.gaix; or ha.te Mr. Ra.nsa.y Shé‘ turns

_ toﬁ.niehthepictu'e shehadtriedtopa.intbefom, andttﬁstineool- o
‘ pletee 1t on the ‘wave of her vision. ‘Mrs. Ransa,y wae no more culpa.ble
as giver than m her hns’bm as taker; together they foned a na.tural

_ hanony.'

Sililu:ly Jeles' boetility towu'd hie fe,ther 1e ennulled by the

' itnp to the lighthousa. As he sat w.lth his lother the lighthou.ee had

been ‘a- ailvery, sty-loold.ng tower wi.th a yeliow eye that opened. eud.- '

;.denly and soft],y 1n the evening Now- o

"..Ja.leslookedatthe lighthouee. Hecouldsee thewhite- I
washed rocks; the tower, stark and stralght; he could see -

* that it was barred with black and white; he could see
,w:l.ndminihhecouldmneeewaehlngepreedonﬂxe

. rocks to dxy. Sothe.tmthel.ighthouee.mit?

No, the other was ‘also the Lighthouse. w
"einplyone&thlng 'meotherwesthemshtlmeetoo

e lishthmee which from a distance ssemsd soft, full of light at
: id.entiﬁed w;lth nn. num;, 1s atu-uy bh.ck and white seen cloee. In
:Jelee' nind the mge of tbe lishthouee aeeoehted with hie nother bet
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comes Q;ited with the phallic tower and ﬁymbolizea Eﬁe‘femininé and mas-
" culine contribution7of his parents’ narriage{ As his hatred slips away
Jamen feols closely identified with his father. Like Lily he has }po
redize that Mrs. mwm neither persecuted, nor. an unwllling victin,

before he can a.pprecia.te the truth of things in the mutual fulfillnent

'of his pa.rents' ma.rriage

e e e e e e ¢ e
Orse g oo Ll agdls ail gt t ot it
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CHAPTER II

Solitude and Sharing

!

o I am talking of the common life which is the real life
* i and not of t?e little separate 1ives which we live as
: individuals. 4

-~

In the final . pag‘os of A Room of One's Own, Virginia Woolf again

stressed the need for priva.cy and solitude if my 1nd.1v1dua.1 1s to lea.rn B
to write. - And yet solitude unrelieved may profit only thooo minds which
are lyrical, scholarly or faatidious. For sonoono who loves the vigour
of life, such secluslon has a most unfortunate effoot on. his or her wri- |
ting, as is ev?dont in Aurora Le_i_gh. Having escapod fron hor oofa 1n
Whpolo»Streot, Elizabeth Ba.rrett threw herself -into .\fhho 1ife of ca..fos
and a.rgunonts, drawing rooms and gossip, 'I‘he chango ovonrhelnod hop and
‘ although 'She waited. wisely, until hexr’ eacape ha.d given her some measure.
of lmowledge and proportion, the im'ba.lanco of her oa.rlior oholf.orod
life distorted her verse so tha.t it moves uneuily fron the omuiaito to
the ronstrous. Solitude undilu*bod 18 good noither for wr‘lters who would
- write of life or those who would live 1t._ The noed for pri.vo.oy is paral-
| '1e1ed by the desire to share; and the cufﬁculty of finding some m to
: aocmoda.te both ‘is a -a.jor thene in Virginia i!oolf's novolo.

Hra Ramsay 1s the nost oonspicuous 'sha.ror' of Uoolf's chmotera
and cannot be 1n the coupny of anothu' person witlwut dirooting all hor
‘4 ,. emrgy towa.rd nald.ng of the nomont mthing which bolonsn to ‘them to-

: - gether ra.thor than aepu‘a.toly But such offorta are vory wou'ing and it
i a roliof whon poople loavo her alono a.nd nho need not oonsidor whu.t .

Ih‘ ohould uy or dot
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: iongs“'to feel mtha.to with m. P

For now she need not think about avaody sm oould be
herself, by herself. And that was what now she oﬁnn

felt the need of--to think; well not even to think. To

‘be silent; to be alons. All the being and the doing,
expansive, glittering, vocal, svaporated; and one shrunk,
with a sense of solemnity, to being cneself, a wedge- .
~ shaped core of darkmess, something invisible to othsrs.3 -

'm- nnse of self uninton'upted which Mrs. Ramsay oomiomll: anjoryl
priva.to 1- also a fa.ctor in har social relationshipa. Lily Brisooe

ﬁnd the mm-to -

unito thoir hmor ulvu. $ho :.-‘3. : U
L NCLE

‘umn but 1: niunbly m of AR -0 Oi '.*-ﬁill ‘
Vhat art was there; Knod¥ o -ty which

o -"f,“‘.‘..lothhg h:pporiod...l!mr theri, she had asked hornlf. -
udmhwmfhggormthorthing:bmtpnple.
sealed as thoyn i

' Sililu'h. sm,y Boton donpairl o? hnuﬁ rclationd;ipa and the d!.fflculty

of horing .other poople, 'for what can. one know even oﬂ'ﬂn pooplo one
lin-witheveryday?'5 LT S
The rofuco of -olfheod is tilo-bounrl l.nd hold.o pouibﬂ!.tion urf

: ‘lomlinou as woll as m&vidnll tfﬁmtion. Sopa:mtion dinolnl 1n
" ‘the mld nithout u19 ‘the world of unity m@t ’by shared oxporionoo '

which Viminh voolf's ehanctoru &ltomtoly yu;m fortnd ahun.

mufnmltmuummimmmmumm
tbno 1n Virginh 'OOlf'l ﬁn lmn. m: n a bruliant and yot oludve

‘_»lboom 1 plunbs fhntpu-tofnvlngwhiehmmuth lout umnqu
‘lndofwhichnmr—indodbychanoe, oﬁonwithshock, uwhonuﬂdng

aln-uptlyn-uadnn. ordredgingone'snndfozgmmudtwng

,lnoﬂnr Itlanotanouybook. hltorltiouvhodiniu«uudlmmt
’ .ofundosoonfdusrmndn fortouurtﬂutﬂnbookit;mddlqm

LR 1-"... B
ot TR

Taern,
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the six voiees Mathlgumahle, is to batray a lack of sensitivity to
| mge and sound. ainoe each 1: sha.rply Mviduuisod 1n the. oponing

staegorod chorus. What nakes the 'book both difficult aul Mtrlguing 1a

o theemnttowhichuchpersonbomfronotherstoconpouhisor

| her 1dontity. A longing for conunity together with a desiro to pre-
um one's htegrity and be known and lcwod. as Berna.td, Louis. l!cvillo,
J!I.m, Buun, Rhoda.. is e agonining balance behnon ld.nahip and iso- ‘
lation which The iaves axploroa. : ; . -

'l‘here 1a no stor,y in the conventional sense. all thlt happonl is
_ tha.t slx chﬂdhood friends nmnga two foru.l mnions in tho yam fol-
. lowing their school dn.ys. I.ife nkea thol older ra.ﬂxer than dlffomnt, :

‘ for thirty yem la.ter the chn:actar ut when vary young hu :mlﬁ.llod

the 6. A11 ramal tho!.:r: priv&te aelm, hut 1t is Bennnl who 13 lost
ﬂrbalmdwhohuadsionofthompnthlnspatfam, aolsthing
uhichinpn.rthe aeeamd.inmtmutu, sinco_Bommuaooinerof
“words and 'S plmr uwx ru m,mtw and- -weiu m: ,mn;
g tia.l ’lhcy are both fhe trude by thieh he.1s hm md 1 ova l.ndtho :
| source  of his porsonal failure He Tover' twnmm -om.-ous words
 am with tha bs ukeu linked .plmussuh:lch. *run fogether whutuvor hap- A
. pemsyso tw. tnstesd ot""; eoiiemee there ‘1 .bporeolvod a.wlndoring |
, thrud. lishﬂr ,ioi.nins oné- ﬂung 'bo nnothﬁr. 7 Por Bsmnm cvoryono 1s . L
ﬁutorld m- m.- muma. s frlendl. houomoam ua pm-ur- who-a .
S ha.bitl uv.l m'ame he mj for"f;, 1ty
. Pages mothodically luttersd fron A‘to £ Hia magle: 1,{'7_'_@'—&»‘,« the
| ordnary and mndme mtmg mw an -muug'.'-o ﬂm*m’ m- :

he 1: rqunoo. ‘m s_ noto‘book of lnw

1onu is tmsporud ah Ma bub‘blo d mticn. M 1. . elrwlnf 1-, e S
. : "’v‘ : - PR ) i .. .. .
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1shness in’ his axtnvaganco but” people do not co.d to: hi.- for urlm '

s faumm 1t 18 the very lightness of his fabrication whlch releasses them

”ﬁ-outheirme:d.sunoosothoytooeunﬂontwonmh-gooftm-’
,selves rscroatad Bemu'd's -toriea u'abrillunt dlhtncum but he.

 Teaves out what pecple. fosl most dooply. and the eouuquont ury qmw

"1. too mmbata.ntill to withsta.nd the scrutiny of a ‘harsher ruuty.
| Bornard pous u Byron. lela.ncho].y. pusiouto anl uu'donic, m tha.t

- ho 13 poswrhm:g, anticipating hi- litenry 'bioguphorn but hic ontb\u-
 '11a.mmtoodiversetonkeaconvincingcopyotanyonothm, '

.

._»'--'\gwhﬂstho captures the rhytﬁ- ofnmn sveru and. the gos‘hm ofdis— |
‘-[.',cmungacloak, he spoils the act by g 1111ng hismammmmem

mogy with his buttery fingpra. Be: »’

.hxtehillsltntoogonormmtoﬁndrodeonoontutioninwmm

In the’ uu w his atoa:ioa can becono 80 ﬁmly spun oufathat thcy m,, B

L "4'::‘,§v'tr1ﬂ1ng. plmus for ph:md.ng s salm 'Iheir lishtnou ﬂnn m’a L
‘fatal flaw brutally expouod by a -hploton-a mcbt-mm dou'binod S
L etvdl sarn.nt, Pu'cinl Paro:lval 'sodis noﬂu.ngs ho huz-mtmng, R

Ahxthis pqganindiffennee' uapocnliarfom wh:l.oh mpcbotm 11:

'all triﬂingand mdnomty ;ndﬂwroby oonquers- Bmul'q audicnoo RN
e -1s mfecuduth reecim-- borodol. and. their 1oyn1tyto ﬂﬂ.-huvy
_Mmuwummmmumtmmmmm-

| thrott. mme,mmmwummtmuw toj,'

X Q‘.

mﬂnquutm 'Ihoul?' pinful.lynulm-hhm.nd‘.lmv:&“

ationss *inong the tortires.and devastations of 1ife is this then—pur

m-m-m not-,uoto f&niahMt'MQ.'g 'nulodrofncht lhlch
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Bernuﬂ doeu not believe in. sepu:a.tion. 'l‘o every, f!gure he lends B | : 1

- a chm::ter. he borrowa fron 1n pa.rt ethange Ho cannot fp.bricate with- | J

- oul sudience, 'T5 be umalf (1 note) b neod thé 11lusination of other |
'/poople s oyes. and’ thareforo ca.nno't be antmh sure what is lyulf . . 4

s \ of, all thelr mﬁ.nss ho 15 the lost :ztive engineer. h a child hc had
’ -'foll Susan 1n her lisery to confort her and sbaro with her the hn.g-s  '
m.fﬂ rld of mvodon. a mm-y mch he ﬁctiona.uud fox; thoir mtua.l
_ : 1lenory. ‘ It is Bemuvd who arranges to leet lcvillo, to. eat cmnpots and
| o discuss poetry, and he- who goes to visit Jinny after lea:ming of Perc- - '
* CRR _,,,.,1va!'s duth. ‘lhe other five are ‘more passin in their rolationahips, L .

.g"wen 1f 11; 13 a puuvitg which invités aeduction, such as Jinny'a, oy

'-__"deu.nds donationa, such as Susan 8 Newille wlahos he were loved. Louis‘ | o '. ’X'

' "-,;.',‘yea.rns for respect and thgh for obscurity, ’But none of tho- a.cts upon
his desin _ .f n"ble to Berna:r:d'sl theirs 1s the yu.m@g o
' apiting, hu of gna‘b—like u.g:lta.tion. But each 1s eonacious of the

¢ ‘¢auee unsanctionem Hea.k himlf, -
3 of oﬂm- -en. cap‘b.trod by W

RN
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ticipation. Althoush he g'ives his. lovoa the nneu of: clauic horoos, ‘th" '

“

‘books of which he spesks are unknown to the-. . Himd vitlr hia awe of their

P

o puyaique 13 contempt for their pagan sensibﬂithsq There J.l ﬂma a lh-
. 1t to their uharing. and his inability to eo-unic;:e mt&oqway wwh
his lorvera ndncea then 1n his esteen u he hinelf 1s ndnood’by hia omi
husceptihility. He offers tenderneu tentativoh with f.he n-g expoctation
- of botrayal enforced by the bellef that such as he deserve no bottor. .
Bach atfaie-1s » moment stolen out 0f time, & dennl of K:nvmun sol- R
itude. It is pain.ful to becone part of another. but the doairo for con- SRR S
ad‘.lation overcones the fear of adulteration: w%&t one npeats o;.d pa,t-.“ R A {«" .

terns with assured expectations a.nd disappointn SR R ..‘- EB -

R ...if one -day you do not come aﬂ.er
PR . . 1 see you in some lookinq-glus pe
R R other, 1f the telsphone hizges and buszes in your empty,
ot . room, I shall then, after unspeakable anguish, I shall =~ . '

. 'then--for there is no end to the folly efthemuem—

<+ seek another, £ind another, you. Meanwhile, let us abol . Rl
| -ish the }1ck1ns of time's clock uith one blow. Come ~' -5.. o
.éloaere . . T _
o For Rhod.a a.ud Louis the busineu of uhum is lau oquivocal For e
o bof.h thc e:gpetdence 13 troudnrous. but whilst Rhodn hngl coraers and _
sha;lon to oscapo. Louis tries to belong uy w:lnnﬁigrappraval i}tb care- ..
[ mny copiod nnnenm and expertioo. La.cld.ng uu-mnaenee n);lor
_'uan akil].he waits for_ othera to. o rmvmt he mst do u.o.- 42 pre-
- Vciao u lcville, he is yet lore of a. porrectionist bocause his endeavogra
el m eoneontnug w pemg single-linded ‘Lous' refrain of & stamplyg
PR ned i "ua.nmgeotfmstmﬁonnthaxﬂmofut-

_ 'to*be wmto the mawith 1m, 1?
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_ for othern; a‘ulf-cénsoiousneu which pi-oJOct# a sense of mérlorltJ _

and 1om othm %o behave ‘as his superiors. A forelgner by birth and
horituao. Bouis 1s 'the most sonnitivo to history and tho livu uhioh
pauel bo‘f‘on his. In nis. lind'a eys he sees women puaing \d.th rod,
pi% o the Nile, canels svaying and len in turbum; all the *tramp-

lhg’t t:;'nhlim, ltirringa' of ea.rlier civiliutions weave. w!.thln hh

I f’
SRR
e m

“;'blo. the victin of those -he mﬁld havo as mls.

"syby _'oe from which he dqg-‘hil 182e ha%d.'u “roots in forur
n‘}“' Jbouia. 'rooted to %@me ' Bemuﬂ,?
bwuh tth-rm of the wo:ld, it by

g 'q: ﬂux, of umr. ufmihﬂati.onmd
w 4_‘_’6§&mamm”m,.m
'Mamtéam,eamzimmamt.‘mmmmﬂa gimhhno

eoe:go T his solitude. Imia 1s the empuon doo&‘u fmvo: to see

the uhole fro- a point outaide, to t'n.n:late the poet's perfoot mto-
nexxt and” oxpou the ﬂvﬂu s ainlessness. Like Heville ho lod:a that

f,-chhhelongstobeapartof. like thdahefoels wtoaatandvulnor-

x

mwiam&mamuummat.ﬂie-atmu

thoiﬂr frlends, 14 and 1n thd.r meognition of owb cthor's 1solation they B

Jbeco-olon;-s, notton.ndaholtermtrathor cen:nmtion ot.theirin— Yy

’ :* D

».'uvi.dml a1slooation. mt whilst lifo’for Touts. p- been a unn. it
»hahbourhohuacooptodand.trughduth. flcinsth.rldiwleot

| clorhanaohmmuthoum squ

hostilomld. 15mudofumummmm1mcuu,

&

mmmthwmmwatno.“ummuonuammu” '

'._‘..; . \.'
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Disgusted with a world sordid and deformed, suspicious 61’ hatred in every |
face‘, mxoda is alone and loneiy. Her grief for Perciv&l 1a tainted by

O ' the shortconings she suspects in the lanentations of his other friends so
that her tribute of violets seems withered and black, spoilt by the ‘world's‘
‘corruption.: Percival's death forco‘s/ her to lodk at vthe vbi-ld anew- S.a a

place without him. and !goes to an afternoon rocita.l *o cl&rify her

thoughts as she listens chamber uusic( ) msic that sounds of langh-

ter and sun-baked hills, a ripple and. the: seas

'Like' and 'lika' 'like'-but what is the thing that
lles beneath the semblance of the thing? Now: that: lightn-
ing has gashed the tree and the flowering branch has fallen,
and Percival, by his death, has made me this gift, let me
see the thing. There i1s a squarp; thers in an oblong. The
plmrsta.keﬂ:eaqumandplm it on the oblong. They A
place' 1t very accurately; they make a: perfect dwelling place.
Very little is left cutside. The structire. 1s now visidle;
what is inchoate is here stated; we are not 80 various ar 8o
mean; we have made oblongs T«upon aqum-. m.
is our triulphg this is our eomion. 8 _

Rhoda. livea in an underuorld of dreua and nighharss which. 1- nore ain-
"iqter than Louia' hmnel of the whore nngs and Queens keep coupany with
_ Indian watics and dead boys and girls. 1ife for hin 1a stretched out -
- thin, but. ﬁi.] ot people diatinet and reals - Louia' iorld 1s elothod&

Idoclittlemkonit 'mev )mtheanningwhanthognlo-

phone is pluing la*be Beothoven AWD p. 108, . R k _
In1972threoboms oontainiumerd}nndndsofmdoxcuisn:e
-dis in Sussex renging.from Palestina to Schoenberg--a catalogue
of s eoueetionofrecowdedmsic. He always marked when he and
‘V:lrgimou:so-ooﬂxer listenedtoapttumln-'ork. In ‘The .

. String Quartet’, includedn the colleetion m and 'mogz, she mte.
' "nmt'l q*ea.rly Mosart, of course--But ‘the tune, tnncs. la.ba
‘ofie ‘despair--I mean hope. whatdolpm‘t"p. 0. . :

'ﬁeﬂhﬁ',of chlegendnmndn, Hironcrixﬂu & 1972.




B .

e the understanding wh:lch\hu alma eluded then ssems almost leaz. R
modnmsbahindﬂmlikeneuwﬂnthingitnlf,n.quuvuponan“-_ _ ) N
.. -oblohg which’ 1m-veryntt1e outside. The' soment is a triusph, Wt IR g
: uamt intime it camnet evture; that which was loﬁ. out of the aht.po : t’ Y
"\'"maaertaitaelfsothatﬂntrlulphpusoamditamoryolnatbnt v

.,'.;po}wncyhéreie nﬂmﬁcdﬂtWMsh'ﬂn'ﬂu{

fleah; Fhoda's 1s a vast. enptiness interspomd with oocasiona.l marble
colusns. heneving she has no t&ce herself, the phenomenal part of 1ife
eacapes her so tha.t she lea.vea Inuiu and the throat of embraces foxr hor
watery world of haginauon. Rocking wh:lte petaln 1n a buin of nter.
hers, a ahip, uils an. as others ﬂoundern ‘ but them 1s no ufety ln
,_aonhxdo even, for unspokan terma hr:inging violent death crouch behind_
doors and ewiling faces, the tiger resdy to pounce. T
Rhoda 1ives 1n the shade of reality and feels rather tha.n shinks.
*Her louent of abstraction at the con'cert is a rare distilhtion otaran-. .
A don ;ou-a 1nto a vision of perfection%pem 'lhia 1: hor noment 1n
av the sane way that- Id.ly Br:lsooe 8 1ife. roachea s poak as abe conpleto-
hbr Picture of Mrs. Ranspy.  For both 1ife ia md.denly 11luminated a.nd

‘ .‘ho conaohtionagdnstthe re&f!inednanmuanddiumity. Bhoda'

""mm‘tuuafacuonmnetmmumdmmumun-oﬂu
source  of hor aickneu-the focundity she longod for boeuo ommlnivo.
mostobme. soﬂnt love 18 cloaoly folloudbyhato. Jm--m
andpocbthandhrchiectcannotholdhckﬂnmofﬁn.mdwon

‘Bermxﬂ'sstuielfmmmmm,smlmrﬁtnbpu :

' older, mmwmummmhmm-oummtm,

bmtim !m-n m.que. thinsl thst-m omitiu. -tno. lndpooplo |

: _thanmhop.m. esigned. mtwmmmomuwu D

. ‘ .
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sometimes. glilpeod a mtio co-plotenoes in vhioh the ptin of om'a por- R
sonal tranaience :ls su‘bsulod . : A S WL P
" Vo have groved sitiing eating, sitting talking, that we
ocan add to the treasury of moments. -Me are not slaves < o o
‘bound to suffer incessantly unrecordsd petiy blows on S §
- our bent ‘backs, We are not sheep either, following a ., ..
master. VWe are creators. lotoouwiputonmh&ts g_g» ' -
. and push open the door, strido not into -chaos, ; bu: L D %
. & world that our own force can subjugate and nke Y S A
‘ofthoﬂlulmudandmrlutingroad,9 _ T
_ The real triumph l1es. in the occasional conjugation of I, you and he into L '
i 'wo' which makes’ of tho singlo red ea.rnation 'a. slx-sidod nmr; madd
. of six lives. '20 Proportions are changod %o rondor tho mm::al :
. " . co
‘ 1nto mothlng douod

'mo rolat:lonship botwoon personality and paruoipation is f‘nrtho:'
2 1n Virginia 'oolf's last novel, Betwoon the Acts ‘mo :otion
. s 'bnonty-four hours 1n an Baglish villags, where 1ooaJ, umumu
| »anﬂxorodat?ointzﬂanforthemmmlpogoantholdtoninmndl |
" forthoa:\mbungcmrdlspiro 'moprogrnonthisooouidnismn-
bitious mrnu of tbo histo:y of :@m Undor the curootion of Miss
'l 'n'obo. the publioan. pol:loeun. ¥rs. Clark. of tho villlgo dxop, e
| amghters and sons, aotthoirpu'taupilgnnormoonwithquok :
) cha.ngou behtsid the buahoa, shedding mmoorian uckoloth to don an Klis-
. . .abothmcapoofsilmn{werlyoontrindmuromml
L j,l"orn:lu La 'rrobe. thol¥1; of a cot&m diaholoﬂ:'nol m tho !.ugln
" 3 aticn which oan make of 1m exsitdc mﬁin it wdth & m:l.l tsdget aul
.57 an obuurate mdienoo, Mﬁ%m 'tho,!\uuuon she hul sught to | .
pcadhmad

o« Y

o:thor ﬁl‘t’.‘lﬁm i
. E

o .f

- Mthin, nioh:nod Ba.ttp
| B o )
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_ there wers such people as the Victoria.ns, only "you and ne'

%1 ‘."' o

»

' people conforta.ble and cut tho bmd in perfoct triuglea-mm on-

thusiu- 18 saved for a vhiuicumebing of tho mld arnod with her

| m-pahmthep&smmmmmto.mmswmm-
oad.uly Inhorundthodivﬂlmbomcenwﬂumum. 80 that
pri.leval uvages ‘are oonf\xudid.th thokypthnnunﬁ.orl’hmhawho per-

"fomdextnonumilyakilmloporationsonthobrunmdm“m

faJ,u taoth. She appea.rs ‘to ha.ve no dirﬁculty roconcﬂ.ing her boliof

' N lnmmanevolutionfrOnmtodonswiththogoldcrosaahoflnsoraonhu

breut. 'l‘hm 13 mething 8O generous about ‘her vagueneu tl.,t 1t is

' fquito diamfng when she confides 1n Isa. that aho doosn't believe k

21’- ’,

\1‘@ .

g ’dirferantly, Isa dbea not eontradict, her becauso thm :I.s mthing

chming and ‘innocent about the old lady which htvites protoction- 'm\m.
when lucy cmma her cross a.ur uﬂea bnﬁph at the vln, ' as
Isa 1ngines, sone gign.ntic hmotv out of. cverr.-y Wdull m,

 'uins‘fronlumindnlgentauile,ﬁudxifantuopatmisingism
.iﬂxemelwing :fl' o

To old Bartholm, mm: ais‘bu"s nnge of mpatby 13
‘emung _Rer reugion he condenns a.a mporlﬁ;hou. hor mo uooc—
htion of thoughts as untusciplinod mbling Hu' uu.knns is for hil
1nhmnt in her 'belng felalo--bamal attnction whtoh radnm othor wo-

‘ meii, n his eyes 1s ou‘b»of thie question with Lucy, ahd 1t u m@t

' tha.t he narvels at her sver huving ‘no:me ehndren nnd tw.nks of her leaa

'_uammthanuhisymngersim,mdy ;;houudtotnuhinon

;N

d:li&modﬁahingtripsandwbuhomtﬂ'naﬂonoeﬁfhaml._&e R




| . — EEE e "‘...:-- L e e RETEE o e P . . B : P
. N 4 Lo 3 N M "> " o1 h e (e o
B T R bmte A e e . - ..y b q ¥ g ¥ N N Sadd .

. abops him with quoationa about the woa.ther or the classical origin of .4
~ some nrth--questiona which tickle m; lind and send hin searchine for o '

I “",the mthorltative stutonont of a nmrspaper forecsst. or ’dxrmxgh the pagea |

of an ohcyolopud.h. . She could, he adnits, have been a olevar woman if
ahe had nnaged to fix her ga.se, but I.ucy's grasp of knowlodse is lilm .

'mmlvmaee-smmovmmt. Co

‘Her mind was in the atateofanintolligontmsatthe
bogmingofthenignofmoenmua.beﬂu she would be~ -
- lieve practically. she was told, invent reasons -
..formﬂ:ingdwuidq The shape of the earth, the his-
tory of the world, how trains worked, or money was: mut-
od,vhatlmmroinforco. which people wantsd what, and
. ‘'why they wanted 1t, the most elementary idea of a system . o o
in modern life--nono of this had been hpartod to hecr:n.zz S : *

Like 80 many women' in vuginia Voolf's novels, Lucy 1- esaontially uned-'
ngwtod. callege mﬁ.mntmma thought belonging to her Erother and
z"‘“"b’tho:.- men--men who. onomragod her to- cultivata unaibuity 1nstoad oY
i md&ﬁncinu, » ")

Bty B

sense and uho. find.ins !bhc ﬁaturo creatureul v
are both nlnforood in thoi:r: sense of suporior strength and u’&utoly
chu'nod and irritatodbyher unintelloctual cha:mcter AR

"y;'.‘l‘ \, I.ivingintheamwoﬂd, men and women pqreeive 1t diffmnth.

‘}'nnnlosforncrbmidnareportonn. mladierpeggingdmthofrmc;:
funaamwmmugimuthammodhmmﬂuuma
yamgmnsmuingonahmwkmonbod mesangesuh1ohde115m~"

_ quththairnahdhmtymforhrtmeectbodiesintheahador

.ofa:ock.inferiguctpruhonhegovmsohdinaholntudarud'.. B A
u:lthariﬂ.o. lhdiaundhpoz'hlin 'bolongtonenu\dmablmtic a!,?
of what bindscﬁutohiafathoruith respect and miffled affection—a
' magculine fioromuandmimlaumofpoliﬁcaandmoywhioh makes
thuiothzidimlmdﬂ;loriousintbaoy?ofmn. Incyﬁ.nds
Gﬂu' bumu 8 'f',".:"mdahmsnotonlyming L q-n-:.ng, yot

I
s

e




the same qunntiee seen nu-'tly tuttoned 1n a blue blager are for Mrs. Man-

Tesy, adnrable. ‘ 'me different 'perepectivee fron which chmctere are
T g

hpreeeions nake a simple definition hpoesible. People mean d.ifferent
thinga to different people e.nd the problen of really knoning one another

}:le therefo:e 80 couplicnted as to be :\.lpoeeible. People do not underetend .

-~

think they know hin ee. Innt Lucy qung 11@% of his pu:oteeeion as a
- etockh.'oker does not kno' that e would rather have been e farmer but
'fntmmmtoplqingthepertexpectedofhhmdfmdmwhep-
ling his own mte. ' Gilee, whose firn chin e.nd ﬂ.eroe blue eyes 'betoken
_-etrensthendeonﬁdenceintheeyesofthoeewhoedlirehln, 1ei.nfec'b

filled with 2 ehi.ld'e 1nneu: 'hu‘oil of confue:lon e.nd fea.r He 1: hpe'b- ‘
1ent ﬂth the villege feetivitiem which he coneidere unjuetiﬁ.ab]:

_ m'voloue on a dny uben len ‘are 'being ehgt juet am:oee the Che.nnels he
‘ ‘ie dieguhtedmby Iﬂlm Dodge beceuee ho-oeemnlity 1e 1oe.theone to him.

" He deepieee xmin far not being a plain man who could foel etnightfor— |
| wu-d love fo: a uonn. and he. resente Willian's a‘bdieetion from nanlinees,
“,_-mepecting hia of a mk and pliant che.recter Gilee' outrage on both
, . e.ccounte f!ts u:tﬂﬂ.n the ceuventionel expeetetiene of. hin as a neeculine
o {m, but behind u liee ‘self-doubt myqnmm which, 1: ednitted,

would eu‘bject hh 40 the same dieqnaliﬁcetinn he now wreeke upon Dodge.

:Gﬂeeieeemdbymendbyluet,endthemhedirecteetwmin

letolhield hin rmn hie own - eon:miee. mring one pt the drmtic 1nter-

v .ludee,Gﬂeleo-eeemeeamkeintheaeeewiﬂletoedm&inite .
’-noutb 'me eonpeeiﬁ.on 1e einglﬂ.lrly groteeque-the toad unnble to es-
;enpe endothe lnnh nneble to enllau-—und Guee etupe thelboth to deeth.» v

) viewe& confpunde the seerch for a.n objective rea:l.ity 'beceuee the ehlfting —_—

_ench ethera Gilee' pﬂvﬂe revelntl.one contradict the: person othere R




. When Mrs. Manresa sees his blood-atai ed shoep she feela 1nstinc-

tively that he haa perfmod some 3a11an xy on her behalf a.nd ga.thers

herself up to play the pa.rt of Queen to ma h h:la as héro. Isi; homér, ’

is not ilptreued by Giles' a.ttenpt at val ". He mts to- uke her feel

. ~ that he bea.rs tho hu:den of n.king money or her to spend, but uhe de-

flatos hiléwith one sloquent look, uh:lch uys, 'I don't adniro YOU oee :

eilly little 'boy, w:lth 'blood on his bootjs. 23 ihe u.nwho canght a leap- o

| 5.n5 aa.hon and captured her love ha.s lo” si.nce cea.sed to be for Isa
K either hero or lover. - m't she too is & priaonor of ﬂ}p half-tmth of

cliches: she loocks at cnas:m thinks, 'He is ny mabmd:..me fa.ther

. o _
i .ofwchildran. 24 Shedoeunotknow o he really 1aandahehas

_ .sfop'pod fooling curiws. : She knows o7on Ieas a.bout the gontleu.n fm- .

er, mpert‘}h.ines.- but in his case 'e unlmmm ls an sttractive mtery

" betwaeu the uems.' She does not dspine hh as Giles does, nor foel

-.smyrormnkemcy, mthe" notoountuamlltnmbeing

oither. 'Iheyropea.ttoewhofhe linesfrathephyandrronpoeuor

e "'mudeﬂ:eirundsasuumymnmomnms. To
both 1t 1s clear that play scting 1s a daily convention that keepg peogle
"n@.mremyxmmonem "'ummgmttheyuan It is
'~p1ao appo.rent ‘bo 'both of them. that bohind the porfomnee 1. the anguish
| znine abal of suddon death.?5

of lonelineu with f.be [

iﬂnn'a rela.f.ionahip ‘ _th !trs Ham'éaa. 1a bisu're 'but not incon-

a 'gmoua wﬁ'.h her repuhtion.g, _"' ‘,. lhnroaa h an ach:ese of tho msic hall

.
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variety) oe‘tentatiouely vulse.r. ehe\ ﬂa.unis her jewels and charms with
equal ebeﬁdonnent and confidence of making en.iepfeeeion. She pleo'e at
once the part of a wild child of nature and that of a captivating cour-
teee.qca.rrying through fron one to another‘with an exuberant energy

which eonehow works. She le.kee Bart feel young - e.ng reckless and charms
Giles into an insubstantial conepira.cy which leads hin to exsmpt her’

~ from his general etricture In the final act of the play when the ac-
tors flash mirrors at the a.udlence to reflect then ae the pm'eeent day,
Mrs. Manresa e.lone is unabeehed. For the othere recognition is pe.inful,
and revelation before others undesirable, but the loold.ng-gleea holds o i

0
nothing for Hre Manresa which she hae not seen before end lede free
withinpublic. Fufronshying away froh herinage eedothe othere, o |
she checke her makeup and reapplies her face with pu:ofeeeione.l equen- ‘

mty ghe is a nahxnl actress and Berﬂmlonew eppleude her ugniﬁcient
Perfo:ua.nce. . | - | \ g

'l‘he mitation to 1dentify Hiss La Trobe's drena. wlth the 11vee of

the spectators is vhpncit from the begiuning. when 1t 1s speciﬂed tﬂet '
they reh.e.‘l.l Play the part of the 'eudience, a pert which becomes the finale . .
of the pe,geant as the preeent day. Mr. Streetfieﬁ B uterpretatlom of

Athe pegeent'ewhnotimtebutbemehmlinhiem

v‘ | Uhat Hiu La. Trobe hed conceived on a meive ece.le beeonee petty as he ‘

explains it. He suggesta that the’ play showed hiw we act different

"”'pu-ua.ndyetrem.nuum,howuchper-onthmkaofhnuuubo-«
1ng separate but mtmu-e-bormormommw ofayet - |
~ greater whole in which nature also perhicipetee. m. is surely not far

trouwhat!ieeh!‘mbeeoud\ttooomeywﬁhherproceeeionﬂmhthe.
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to feel Lor theneelvea eluded them and 1s reduced by the clergyna.n to

worde enpty of colour e.nd drala.. It 1s with an 1ronio pethoe tha.t she
who celebrated unity nhould be left alone a.t the eud to waJ.k hone to her
eolitary cottege I.ike Hlllian ehe doee not rea.lly belong to her eex;

| her gait is naeculine, ehe enokee cigmttee, swears and drinks with none’
“of the softening fea.tures of'a 'lady' Her life is neithea: excited nor -

dietreseed bw feelinge for nen, althoush 1t is not free ﬁ:dn allurenent
and rejection. Having qua.n'elled wit.h the’ actmess who ehued her 'bed, | &,

'~ Miss la I‘robe 1s alone again finding coneolation 1n a brandy and . soda.

It 18 not only rela.tione 'between men a.nd women which a.re uneatiefectory,
nor merely sema.l aff a.11 contects ere 1nconp1ete and uncerte.in
Bartholomew’s brotherly e.ffection ror Lucy will repeetedly be spﬁut by

- the torch c;f reason he brandiehee * the expenee of her vis:lon; and

Isa s conception of Giles has mtbered with time s0 as to allow room
fo;r contempt whioh had no place earlie;c. But although Isa nq feign % .
1nd1fferem<:e, her feelings foz“'g:ilee rene.in stz'ong love. e.nd ha.te closely :

following one another. It is a pat'bem to which eﬁe pretgpde sh hae ‘
326

. . resigned herself, "Ihie yea:r, lae'l; year, next yea.r,%&,never. but rron é"
her paesiv:lty enmerges ano\ther desire. a mlderlng speculetion &out the o I
'gentlenan fmer; a.nd frol her e.ttltude of detachnent grone a.nother

stmggle with Gilee, a ﬁght which cbangea mto an en'brece
' Alone in the buehee, Miss La. !‘ro‘be'e deepe.ir 1e conﬁned by the
graaopﬁ'one mtfarhg 'Dispereed a:r:e we': but her hope is eneoureged when

1t adde, 'let. ue reta.‘l.n what made thathmom '27 Sheie mrprieed by'v,
a nocf‘or sterlings that l.ttack ﬂ:etreeunderwhidl ehehl.e ahelma :

andnakeithmzwithuzg, Alnedyhereeutedepmeeeionhupeeeed e

e




‘ e.nd become a half-forgotten lemory as. she begins to visualize a new , n
| archetypa.ldruaa - _ o | -
o, 11 should group them,’ she mumured, ‘here. Tt would -
be midnight; there would be two figures, half con- .
LR cealed by a rock. The curbain would rise. - 'ha.t would‘
| ~ the fixst words be?'28 . . Lo
The words esca.pe he:; but the scens 1is set 1n ‘the da.rk a.tter dinner at
_ Points Hall; Isa and Gilea, a.ctora 1a.rger than 11fe, 'becone enorlous
A aga.inet a colourless sky 'The house had loet 1ts ehelter. It was
night before the roads wers made, or housea. ,It was the njght thet ‘
duellers in caves had watched from some high placee a.nong rocka. 'Ihenb
) the curtain rose. 'lhey spoke '29 '
_ | 'nms the book ends with anothar beginning of epic-like pretensim
whichaswereadwenockever eo slightlybecauseweknowwhatwentbe-, :
' fore a.nd have rea.son to expect that wha.t may . come after will: not be
greatly different. ' Virgin:la Woolf doee :|.n her novel with mative mbt-
* lety what Stmatﬁeld and others blunder 1n direct assault. Incidental o
kN details, deliberately ca.sua.‘l, hprint thelselves upon the. reeder'e nind: ' '
No‘*-nlea.r systan energes; at no. one point can ene say, 'Ah. yee! that'
the centre; now I understa.nd., but neither does one feel thet the 'book N
is devoid of nean:lng The birds which ra.iee a ca.cophonoue nhapeody ‘
N above !ust La 'l‘ro'be have nede other appea.rances less dietent thAn w
aeen ', Interrupting a gra-ophone mtanittently hun:l.ng
_ | %u his cwnting houae. S
:. sh:;n;iilm, o
SRR &tua i R




4 Yea.r a.fter year they came. Before thené was &' cha.nnel CRTRY
when the earth, upon which.the Windsor chair was plant- .

~ ed, was a riot of rhododendtonb, md huning :birds .

quivered at the mouths of scarlet tmpets, as she hqd'

' ths} nomingﬂn her. mtline of matory, the'y !wl

comeon-

--the same swallm. or were they mtins? It 1'“117 d:lﬂn‘

:ft

a.nd out of Bartholonew s mﬂective ve!'sest

0 slster swallow, O slster evallow, “ay
Howcanﬂ:yheartbemllofthe spring?B

swallous and Lugy ame conﬁxaed 1n his lind which wdrries over his _aon

unhappiness. R

. . ’
wa.s upqetting G'
nfe "blood of mortal spmts 33 it 1s tho nortal lives of hls sintar

‘mmcy a.lme up 1n the clouda like m hird?
' Sitting in'his nbra.ry amonst books.' The! tmmnd

| a.nd son. tha.t preoccupy dmu : distractod nmt by a mple tune of a.rb;.ﬁtry

violence._ . | | .

o f; -  . “ . Hark ha.rk, the dogs do bark 3!‘,
' 'me begga.rs a.re eoning to tm

nowby alansnishins love sons- B S

nme your casenant and oo-o. hdv. 1 1we till I dh-s-

N /

s ’ -but t.hinking a1l +.he while of. Giles. Cho R e T
E o Jays and ngpies noan the sue th:h!g to Giles apd tmer Plnsant;’ K
a.‘l.so a fish on the lina. Piah?‘ marsiurs. mcy. ,ou-olvoa.-” Inoktng o
R thoia: spocusd slud.ows in the 111y pond -hopemm. wikhout mchvhalp

‘ # _ fra-mson. ”mm:ummnshmmsmmnuotmeamw
e = ';”__‘_nc vision -w.eh

s 4'.{-1 :'

‘ofpmrand'gloninmmlna._ltisa‘ mfor
' ; X,ﬂ_ufammmcmwmdm,mn»

s S A R



ﬁfro-thhdopthso:rtholmpondtoﬂmtenhormw> Ithadbun
E thgfmé w!mx uny re &uldnn; fouowins her 'ha:other %' fish m- the




5 é;ixn wearly dim, dated 1899. mtu W e

" £ W ST LT
" sActors: nyemnge tﬁeir 5 diffmnt. mt VIR
" {le sanehess of the scene s & eertu.n contimuity. - e
" to tls whole.and ‘doas 1n faqt mr,l,uenoo our li.ves to B RN
' 20 little eocbent.39 EI R : Lo :

%&xv » % fm the hi‘rden of oeuhood mcy Mtbin's qptm.. nm on luch i . “
i beuer, s  that mmry and. mmre oan be uw . o

- owdl 1dont1ty with othqr th:\ngau ,'...we bave othor.nm. .i th:nk. I




"y thing. I. aee_hof&a nes. nonething
- nothing" uttorﬁa An which X shall rest amd continue
to.efhat. llity I "

&13 is the nost . ph

I “‘k. '..I

. 9‘.\»,-

qmp. 1nt6 ‘av"aonm’-y
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been noted as one of the polarities which characterize Virglnia Woolf's
work. This sense is reinforced in her last novel which oon&eys a sense
of unocertainty through its fragmented form. Written just before her

final b:oakdm,' ﬂotween the Acts reflects a sense of dislocation which

is more troubling than in any other of Virginia Woolf's books. In his
autobiography, Leonard Woolf reoords‘ how at that time, with Burope on
the verge of the worst holocaust in history, it se?nd that thoy‘ were
living without a tomorrow. 10 He and Virginia had slresdy discussed
sulcide and made preparations to avold being captured if the Germans in-
vaded msl;md. The gramophone in Bo‘hregn the Acts 1‘.'3 only vaguely af-
firmative when it invites everyone tc unites the se;iu of one's ‘'nose

pressed to a closed 'door'_.n

is more insistent than before, and the sense
of proportion.between ruptures and (f1ow more heavily weighted on the
side of breakages. The 'orts and fragaents’ hold moments of joy and
laughter tut the spaces between them are increasingly alarming: they
are the abyss over which Virginia Woolf ﬁalaneod on a strip of pavement,
and they form the well of lpneliness which one tries to abate by shar-
ing. I think her fear of separateness may explain her criticism of T.
8. Eliot's postrys )
As I sun ﬁulf upon the intense and ravishing beauty -
of ons of his lines, and reflect that I must make a
, dizgy and dangerous leap to the next, and so on from
» 1ine to 1 ees I cxy out, I confess, for the old
dscorunms.,
The *dizsy and dn.ngerous' leaps she dreads having'to make correspond to
' the spaces between the acts in her last novel. - »
The desolate bombed rulns of London mist have cdtrihlted to her
dayrouion, but worse was the knowlodgo that she was going mad again.

She had made four earlier attempts at suicide and had made both £11pparnt

3
i
]
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and serious remarks about takirg her ovn 1ife.l’ 0Op. the ‘morning of Fri-
. Py
day 28 March 1941, she left the following note for Leonard and slipped °

&
LA ~

out of the house alone.
Dearest, ' )
I feel certain I am going mad again. I feel we can't

go through another of those terridle times. Aind I shan't
recover this time. I begin to hear voices, and I can't
ooncentrate. So I am doing what seems the beat thing to
do. "You haye given me the greatest possible happiness.
You have dbeen in every way all that anyone could be., I’
don’t think two )ooplo could have been happier till this /
terrible disease came. I can't fight any longer. I know
that ‘T an spoiling your 1life, that without me you oould
work. And you will I know. You see I can't even write
this properly. I can’t read. W¥hat I want to say is I
owe all of the happiness of my life to you. You have
been entirely patient wilh me and incredibly good. I

" want to say that--everybody knows it. If anybody could

.have saved me it would hxve been you. Everything has .
gone from me but the certainty of your goodness. T can't

' go on spoiling your life any longer.
I don't think two people could have Yeen happier

than we have been.l¥ -

e et AP Ikt 2 o WS T
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She drowned herself in the River Quse, with what feelings we can

only imagine: as she had told Vita Sackville-West, her own death would

'be the one experience she would never dsscribe.. Death by drowning may
. hznlhgguudtoherﬂxa'uukindoflrolmtmhchudmu’dn

inagined & young woman had found in 1903, when, °‘slipping off the
weight which'had been too mich far her, she sank in the water.'lS mut
as for Beptimus Suith, Virginia Woolf's sulcide was an escape which was

also an act of coursge. In her last diary entry, she wrote, 'I will go
down with xy oolours flying.'*S It 1s clear from her last letter to
Ledoard, amd from her diary, that 1ife had been very rich end precious,
and that 1t was not 1ife tut & living desth which terrified her. For
Virginia Woolf, as far Bernard in The NWaves, death was the enewy and I

think her suicide can be soon"u_lboui'.nsamblo spirit to that of
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Bernaxd's final statement: 'Against you I will fling myself, unvan-
quished and unylelding, O Deathi'l?

3

In her review of Harold Nicholson's Some People, Virginia Woolf
obssrved an analogy between the granitelike solidity of blographical
fact and the rdnbow-like truth of human personality:

If we think of truthas something of granite like. solfdity
l.nd of personality as something of rainbow like intang-
1ty and reflect that the aim of biography is to weld
tho into one seamless whole, we shall admit' that the
problem is a stiff”one and that we need not wonder if
blographers have for the most part fl.ilod to solve it.
The groblenm is mnd.erod a 1ittle less stiff in Virginia Woolf's case by
the volume of material to support inveltigation in boﬂ'rodu. and it
hmchaunuotproportianbotmenthowritorandhormrk, undbo-

twoen romrr!.ng themes in her books, that I have attempted to 11lustrate,
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‘begetting her forty years ago in
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. 1. ,Blographicsi Introdustion _‘ | :
| Letter o uo1.t Dickinson | Y p. 217
zhttor to Buma Vaughan, Bth kugust, 1901 Y p. 43
| zbttcr to Violet Dickinson, 277 December, 1902 FM p. 63 ‘
4

See 'Kloomsbury, thougondmdthow mmmsml
_,g_m__gwmhulmm PP 36-5k.

5.,. Bloomsbuzy by Quentdn Jell.
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Appendix O, p. 205.
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* only be in a condition to cling tight to her eminenos,
\‘,\ ground, and goad ler two plain daughters. to
. 5i00 3 % |
‘6moop.6o : "
* 174800 p. 62 |

18A!OO]». 60

18a '
. 'That disliked founiﬁtc and was mpicioul of organised
T political activity for women is felt in the carioatures of Bvelyn Murg-
’ oyage Out, Julia in Jaocod's Kr. (lacton and
y and in \the deo approval ale-

»f Day.’ 'Peminiem \In Virginia Woolf' by J.B, Batoh-
1 (Spring 1%8)| 1-7.

|
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™ p. 139

TIL p. 223

.'+. Marriage |
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Slyo p. 242 o |
52 \r00 p. 23
53wo p. W7,

o p. 353

SNigel Nicholean;’ Portralt of a Marriage.
5oy, -
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TTL p. 49

TTL p. 116

, 891'11. p./\&

TTL p. 14

Mo, b 16 | o ,
P, . 47 .«:. |
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CHAPTER II

" —1aro0 p. 111

2ce v.‘ib * Aurora Iaé.gh' p. 21k ' o -
oo, P ’?2 | ' '
. 65
Sup P 2130

p 6It struck me that age consists not in having a srent point
of view, but in having the same point of view faded. Vo3, Eora :

7“ ' ’po ul

b p. 7 ' | - <

™ pow2 /
10'1‘13.'99

Also, 'What I call 'my 1ife’ 1s not one life that I look back upon;

I am not one person;.I am many people; I do not altogether know who I
- am--Jinny, Susan, Neville, Rhoda or Louis; or how to distinguish xy life
from theirs,’ p. 237. And, 'Who am I? veeAr I all of then? 4Am I one and

distinct? I do not know.' p. 248.
U b 155

[

-




120y
13.1."
14

lsﬁ
16,1.'“
7y
18y,
'19ZN

20y

21BTA

22

™VO.

23gra

zuBTA

2581A
2651
275rA

28pra

29BTA

Dppa

3pm

32pma
"33pra

Hgma

pap.

Bp1a p..tliz

P

p.

p-
p-
Pe
Pe

p.

. Pe

P-.

P.
P
Pe
Pe
P

P.

P

Pe

Pe

Pe

P

P

P

80
80

™ pp. 91, 188

136
91

1%
139

125

)

/"‘

196, also p. 101.
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Drasi v 1Py . . ,

! Ypra p. 53 | ) : >
. ? \x/“J
Mom, o 131 . | , |

“Zup p. 129 .

t D ppe 129-3 s . o ' o
R III
1

Letter to Emma Vaughan, 23 April, 1901. * ~ FIM p. 42
' targ v. 5Berg
Je . III, (p. 44  °

. de vs III,/p. 163

1%

\ 5Leonard Woolf. Downhill all the Way, p. 5k.
Prarg v. sBord | Lt o
" TPreud set for the the objects of paychoanalysis and skstched the : ;‘
development of his doctrine in the Amsrican Journal of chology in . }
19103 the English translation of The Interpretation of Dreams appeared
in 1913, and Wit and the Unconscious in 1 ess In an article in-the
TLS of March 25, 1920, p. 199, entitled Fraeudian Fiction', (Review of
An Imperfect Moth by J.D. Beresford) Virginia Woolf aseerts that it .is
not oﬁ_ y Tegitimate but desirable for a novelist to turn to Freudian - °
theories to explain the behaviour of his characters, but at the same
time she points out the.danger inherent in too slavish or too exclusive,
‘an application of these theories--an attitude characteristic of hers to-
ward doctrines and systems.’ _
Jean Guiguet. Virginia Woolf and her Works, p. 35 '
Lyé Strachey gave

BAt one of the early meetings of the 17 Club,
-, an. account of the”British Sex Soclety meeting in Hampstead, focused on
s incest and Freud: Virginia Woolf yrote, 'I think of becoming a member.'

Dtary v.3 Berd | /
"The more I think of it the stranger my own orgenism appears. '’ A

@ui,v's@ra - : e P

, - 'Began reading Freud last night; to enlarge the circumferencer. to
give my brain a wider scope: to make it objectivef to get outside,' -

'Now I'm going to read Freud.' AWD p. 31l
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10:10 116 on the sofa for a week. I am sitting up today in the
usual ‘state of unequal animatioh. Below normal, with spasmodic dewi.
to write, then to doge. ...A cloud swims 4n my head. ...0nce or twice
I haye felt that odd whirr of wings in my head, whlch comes when 'm/ .
{11 so often ...If I could stay in bed another fortnight, I belleve I
should see the whole of The Waves.' AWD p. 150 ' : '

y
- 11un . 100

1251073 v.t Bord | o - o

13'A Mark. on the Wall’ from A Haunted House, pp- 49-50. F 1

¢ _—
.o 114,.”" present feeling is that this vague and dmu-lik&;ion‘k\
without love, or heart, or passion, oOr-sex, is the world I ma!éy care} -
. about and find interesting.  For though they are dreams to you, and T,
can't 'express them at all adequately,/these things are perfectly real
to me. _ L
Lettsr to Madge Vaughan, June? 1906, FMM pp. 226-27.

/ A 15m p. 72

16

'ITL Pc 87 ‘.\'\ . . ) ‘-

1730 pti2 J T | ,
19m0 pp. 329, 331, W
”0 .

*“f TVOIP. 47 - . | : ‘

. 21'...&_3 if the flesh were dissolved and through it the flowers ' J

22HD P T .
230 p.7? — o
Zhp b 113 |
25 p. 204 —_— ’ ‘
26up p. 203

2hep g 204
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TIL p. 149
ML p. 150
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TIL p. 150 o | - R T

5'I"I'L. p. 151
AWD p. 350
7'I'I'L p. 1.1&9 » )
TTL p. 151 4

&

AD p. 27 L N

: 10, s0hard Woolf. The Jourmey not the Arrival Matters: An
Autobigﬁgrof the Years :E:E:Zgé . ,

Uap . 350 | |
g, » . P
_ 12’V1r:g:l.nia. Woolf quoted by T. Holliday in the introduction to the
Modern Library edition of To the Lighthouse. New York; 1937, p. ix

’QNessa and I have been arguing the ethics of suicide all morn-

~.ing.' Letter to Violet Dickinson. 30th Oct. 1904. TFM p. 147,

: '"Then I shall take a dive into the Serpentine, whi I see,
is six fegf deep in malodorous mud.' Letter to Violet Di n. May,
. pl u”. . ?

1912, .
: ‘++-Temarks of mine about sixty.as an age limit.* [V v.4 Berg

AWD p. 351
7% \. 256
. . .
t ) .
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APPENDIX _

In the following selection of quotations',' one can ﬁ‘&cé’ the devélopnent

10?

from Virginia Woolf's early misgivinga about marriage to the unquestion-

able happiness she found with Loon.uwd

I suppose though there is a klnd of unity in marriage
(barring children) which one doesn't get from liaisons.
I'm thinking a good deal, at intervals, about marriage.

My quarrel with 1t is that the pace 1s so slow, when -

you are two people.

Letter to Vanessa Bell, Virginia \ioolf's sister, Ag. 1911

...I bega.n 1life with a tremendous, absurd, ideal of mar-
riage, then my bird's eye view of many marriages disgust—
‘ed me, and I thought I must be asking what was not to:be
had, btut that passed too. Now I only ask for someone to
make me vehement and I'll marry ‘him,

I sometimes feel that no one ever has or ever can share
something--It's the thing that makes you call me like a
hill, oxr a rock.

;Letter to Leona:d Woolf, May 1912. TFM p. 496.

Aug. 10, 1912, Virginia mrried Leonard Woolf at a civil

’ ceremony. .

cestut I daresa.y we're the ha.ppiest couple in England.

This comment follows the record of another serious twenty-two
day ﬂlness. L3 | v.6 _

¥hat I want to say 1s I owe all of the ba.pyiness of my 1ife

Letter to I.eona:cd Yoolf, 28 , 19’-&1. ng.ed by Qxentin
e Do . .
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