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The primary purpose of this study was to determing,

1t

the influences of education, 'kingship, Westernization,
’ — - »

religion, military, economiacs, and politics on the'develop-

ment of sport’ and physical education in Thaildnd during the

period of 1932-1966. It was found that all ghése yarious
factors contributed to the developﬁent of both. HﬁfV

-

One of the individuals whose impact was of  major

SlanflcanCe was King Chulalongkorn whq relqned i Thallandk‘

49
from 1868~1910. Subsequent monarchs, alsc promulgated the ,

participation by the Thai peOple in Sport and phy51ca1

. education albeit on a very narrow base. Following the

o

revolution of 1932 .physical educatién,wa&}inci@ded as one of
the thfee major areas of studies, a poéieioﬁ‘thC£ i;iges '
continued to hold to the present timel WiﬁesééieLSporégji
programme s gradﬂally'emerged from the phybrcei edueatioﬁ ‘

organization, The Department of. Physical Educatlon was
eﬁtabllshed in 1933 to look after school physrcal educat&oh

programmes and public sports. Furthermore, the Central

W

. School of Phyeical Edueation was transferred from,thej-“>“7

_M1n1stry of Educatlon s Jurlsdlctlon to that of the =~
‘ y .
Department of Physical Edusatlon, a mpve that.led to an

' B . #

1ncrease An programme numbers ‘and varlety 2T
R . ‘

Westerners i halland have also had a great 1mpact .

[
i

fon thf development of sport and phy81cal educatlon 1n the

T T



. A
‘country. They established a sports club to pursue the
o \

activities, assisted thé.€ollege of Physical Education in the

1

: . . - ¥ . s ' - Vs .
Araining programmes, and setting up in-service training

programmes for physical cducation teachers.

While it is pot possible to state with a high degree

of cerfainty brecisely the nature of the influcnce of
! , fg
Buddhism, the general i ndic dt ion was that the princi pl ©s

3 8
underlying the religion 5upportcd the concept. of good health,

‘whcrea> tradltlonal pxactlc(s and (u)toms stemming from )

ﬁuddhlSL Lvaahlngs toended Lo dlssuado the fumales from major
4evolvement in sport.

) LN e . .
Since 1932, industrialization, economic prosperity,
|
’ - | ‘ T
and urbanization have. played a significant role in the

" : ~

increase of participation in sports and the imprqved

facilities and‘cquipment.
' ! ®

~

The rise of theimilitary since 1932 hds enabled the

.mllltary staff to d1Vert their enLrgy 1nto the. admlnlstratlon
! E - N\ : = /{\Hﬁ ;
;rand prOmOthn of sports in the countr%;;zwz%me of peace.

Many mllitary personnel have been .elect o top posts in

Wl v
several amateur sport assoclatlons and: goVerrnment. sport

Y ) : X

‘gontrolfag@nCLes.
", ‘., " ., . .

\ : ‘ 4 .
Up to 1966 twenty'amateur spomt a35001at10ns were
. bstab11$hed to promote more sports to be played in, the o
'COuntry, egpeclally in the rural areas wheré llfe has nbt

_been afEECted by all the. development in the nation..
‘ g ' . . - o J '



G

Thailand's participation in'jnterﬂational sports

began with 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki. Since that time

Thailand has played a significant rblﬁ'in international ;
- . ‘ ‘ '

sport competitjons through the hosting of the Fi%st South

: 2
Fast Asia Peninsular Games in 1959 and the Fifth Asian GCames

.
he .

in 1966. ‘ .
Insufficient knowledge as to the values of sport and
pb{sgcal education,’and customs and traditional practices
in|the country have slowed the progress of sport and
physical education in Thailand. Nevertheless, a foundation

ha§ been laid for future development.

P
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CHAPTER IV

inbropUCTION a \

. .
In all known human societies, rituals,\

festivals, dances, husic, pictorial art, spQrts

and '‘games, not only give pleasure but in addition -

provide outlets for creativity and reinforce the

group identity and solidarity. Such activities

also tie closely into social, religious, economic,

and other phases of life.l ‘

a
Sport, in many ways can be viewed as an expression

N
of the socio-cultural system in which it occurs. All
P . ' -~

A . H &> . o,
societies known to man have games which originated, in all

. .:, - - . = . .
likelihood, from the pursuit!of basic bodily needs.” The

*
relationpship between gamks, pastimes and cultures has been
~ ' g . .- '
studied by such scholars as Jonesz, LansleyB, and Salter4:

p , :

It has been pointed out by Linton to8 that as the .physical,
- ! .
struggles éor basic needs were met by more complex societal
.organizatisns, man set up purely artificial obstacles ‘and |
gained sétiqﬁaction from OVefco‘ing them.5 Concurrent with
increasing soCietal éomplexity was increasing game ecom-
plexity, a\situa%ion alluded to andlfenuéuslyqdocumented
by Riesman apd Renney who déscribed hOW English rugby was
changed,withip tﬁe American culture from one form to a coﬁf
pléFély‘différent and morglggmplex form. = Today the game is
~well integraﬁsg'and quite]db&ibﬁsly shows-throﬁgh its Qigou:,
its hard ph§sical{qonﬁﬁéﬁ; and a great%r céniréiity on tﬁéh
'iddiVidual, the‘basic t;éits of the cultuﬁe‘pf‘ﬁﬁé:ican: |

,soeiety.s : "ﬁu | : ‘u.L . -



People from various parts of the world have given

thelr own peculliar 1ntcrptEtatlon to the’ evolutlon of games

in thelr cultures. Activities previously assumed’to ?e

»

biological in origin were seen to shade subtly into
socially variable practices

Much of what had seemed rooted  in the very riature
of man and even Bhe notion of human nature came to be
seen as culturally variable among peoples. Most of
what groups of men say and think and believe, how they
nelate socially, dnd what they do with their material
ehvironment---or what they sometimes called mentlfd(tsf‘w

sociofacts and artifacts are all manifestations OF
culture. / , '

»
Each society will react to a certain situation according to

“the beliefs and values that are held in common 1n that

N

,soclety whlch is culturally determined The same' could be

-

said of the role ascribed to physical education which has
constantly been modlfled by the situation that surrounded
‘it. This was clearly lndlcated by Cassidy concerning the

cultural influence on the role of/phy;ieal education:

. . . beliefs and valueg within a given socletv, held
in relation to man and hls body, have resulted in

. 'quite different concept$é and programs in what we today

" call Rhysical Education . . . in any given period
Physical Education is culturally determined by what
man “thinks .of himself in relation to his body, and
how he thinks his body should be trained , exercised,
disciplined, developed, educatéd; in effect, how he,
himself, should be trained, ekéﬁclsed disciplined,
deveIOped educated 8 1 S

Modern sport historlans have often attempted to’
show sport as reflectlng socxety s . values in their studles

of the development of sports and games in that soc1ety._

]

In thelr respected ﬁield of research Glassford,

» s , , . . B
N . Pne H . . *
. ? 1 . » o r Y
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-

: 5 ;
Nelson and Kaganlo have shown games as the reflective

element of cultural values of thé groups studied Howevel,
’even thouqh pastimes, qames,‘sport and physlcql education’

¥
have'existed in Thalland for a lonq tlme but little, Ee—

-

_search has bgen Bone to elucidate the devglopment of eitheil

traditional or modern sport and pﬁysicql education in that

. - . g
country. There have been a few articles written in the

area of sport and physical education in“the country, a
s€ries that includes an articﬁe by Charles Dailey,11 a

Fulbrlght Professor to Thailand, who attempted.to examine
‘ N

the history of the Department of Phy81cal Education and the‘

’

physical education curriculum for the schools in general. &L;

Johnson and Merri'll,12 two other Fulbright Professors,
5 . AR
published two brief reviews of their impressions on physical
/
education and fealth programmes for the teachers' colleges

in Thailand.l3,rJenny; an Américan college professor, also
published a brief review of physical educatlon in Thailand ;dﬂ
fand athletics in Southeast Asia.14 ‘Apart from these articies,

historical information on physical educat1on ‘and sport in
\

N
\,
)

Thailand is l&'ltea tg‘two pages in a general work by~ ‘
Bucher,lS an& an overvxew of the development of physical e
eduoatlon and recreatlon 1n Thalland was traced brlefly by -
‘SomboonSLIp.lﬁ Kaeomukda carrled out a hlstoricai study

of the College of PhYSlcal Educatlon,;jkwhll;‘a study on

the physical education currlculum for the teachers& college
 of Thailand was done by Pratoomratha.;g Finally, In@rapana

!
studled the egfects of WESternizatlon on the dégree of
; v ..-)" J"h Ly : .



. : .o g4

-
~8

sport involvement among the student papulation of Bangkok.
Pl ] A N

~

. “ - 7 7 o,
All these studies had one common shortcoming. They did not
. . &
) [ L N .- L, P
demonstrate historically.the place of sport and physical
b - R ) FR S ~ .
educgtion in the® Thai soclety. They did not attempt to show

”

what effects politics, economics, kingship, edpgcation,

religion, military and foreLQn influence had on sbort and
. ! . ( N " *
physical egducation. These studies were generally of the:

standard of sport and physical education in Thailand infthef

' N . A .
_post-World War II period with limited historical relevance
~ , : »

of the subjects studied.
"Moreover, these studies' did not“aﬁteﬁpt to examine
' ) . Yoo e .

the relative significance of the above factors to determine-

, o . - T .
the importance of each. 'By working-toward the completion

of this task, the sports'hiétorian can make strides towards

et

an understandﬁﬁ$ of tbeidevelopmenr of sport‘and physical

T

- B
- .

.education in Tﬁai;énd,_ T =y

A "‘; R IR e
A . .

' )
Prlor tofThalland s flrst revolutlon on June 24th

1932 the country'mad been undex the rule of an absolute

monarch. The revoluiion was brought about by the PeOple s

Party whlch comprlsed a sect%on ‘of military personnel and
clvgljans.v The majorlty of. civillans in .the Party were

men who had studlqd in- Europe and;had become acqualnted :
4 ﬁ

with the European point of v1e:?jn pOllthS. They tended

-

to interpret the conditlons of Thailand in terms of the

monarchie5~29 ‘fF

’

oabuseﬁ d1scovered in Eur

R
Y

\\

®
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*
| ‘
(EO 10w1ng the revolutionary government's comlnq to

[y

power 1n 1932, a new National demg of Idurat ion was
deVisvd,“:IL is Of qredt significance to note that in the

new National Scheme of FEducayion physical education was

"

officially recognized as one of the throe major arcas of
cducation, the other tWQ{K:inq academic and moral education.
‘Whed physical education was first insti tuted, individual

schools were responsible for their own prﬁ?}ammésA At that
. A I .
time, the type of physical exercise consisted of calisthen-
- \ ’ n ¢
:jcsf’ﬁymnastiés an@ marching. Thus it s with interest to
‘ 3
noté at *this point h@w,the rise of the armed forces in

Thailand coincided with the inclusion of physieal education

in the National Scheme of Education of 1932. Theré have

T
o

hemes of Education since then,(

ﬂ

nal 5

Q

A | . ,
been three other Nati

'Théy included the 1936,|195] and 11960, all of whiéh included

=~

o
L\
L_l

physical education'as one of ﬁh; reareas of education,
Q : i

To carry out tho new National Sghémé=oflﬁducatién
. *
of 1931 as efflclently as pOﬁSlbl? the government establish-

%d a Department of Phy51cal EGUCatl?n W1th1n the Ministry
cf Educatlon in 1933 21 Besides bélﬁq responsible fér
.phy51ca1 educatlon and speorts at’ all school levels, the.
Pepartment of Ph;glcal Educatlon wasjaiso resboﬁsibié fQS )

organlzlqg dellC,SPortS ' This marked the fqut time that

"1

a government agency vas establlsheQ}to help organlze sports
for thé'éeneral publlc in Thailand

Sincefﬁhen, sport ‘in

.ngalland had-devélopedﬁﬁo such.an extent that by 1966 there

e B ;



were twenty'(ZO) amateur sport assocliations. To enable
these sport associations to function effectively, the
government. had been granting subsidies to assist ‘their

/
%espect,ivo organizations,

B Thailand's entry into ipnternational competition

=

came ln 1950 when she was accepted as a metber of tha

International Olympic Fédorationnzz The first Olympic Games

for Thai athletes was the one held in Helsinki, Finland; in

. A

1952, rFrom that tiﬁé Oanrd Thai}ahé»hqg entered'ipto manf
other international competitions such.as ﬁhe Sguth Fést Asia
Peninsular Ca@ésirénd the Asian é@@é; which she subsequoently
t;,hé‘stéd in 1966, / |

P i

The first revo) jon of 1932 has affected Thailand

the time of that revolution military

in many respects. Fr

governments : have assuméd major r@les in developing policies
;:opment of the country .’ Politics, economics,

education are just three of the many aspects which have been

influenced by the revolution,?? fThe présent Study is_de~ ...

signed to show the developmcnt of sport .and phy51cal educa~

[

tlon durlng the perlod of 1932-1966, from the flrst
revolution up to the time when Thailand hosted the Asian’
Games,iwh%ie pointing out\thé iﬂfluenceszwhich'have been
jinstrumgntai in the develo?ment of both sport‘and physical
‘education. Slmllar studles were carried out by Redmond25
Qho studied the ;nfluencgs of British Colonlallsm in nige—

teé%th‘centuri Canadian sports, and by Jobling?® who



investigated the effects of technold@ical Chanqes;%?agﬁorts

.
"

"development in Canada of the same period of time.

In*view of the fact that very little has been
written pertaining to a history of sport and physical educa-

tion in Thailafd, data on this topic have been drawn from

~

various professiopal perlodicals, Royal Thai Government
Gazettes, Departmental reports and circulations, popular

literature (newspaper and magazines) and archival sources.

ot

Additional Jinformation was'dbtainedrbhfpaéh interviewing

key personnel who are very much Ih?oived,in eié&ér education
or sport, or both They consisted of two armyhbé%sonnél,
both of whom are prominent in the spor\ sce;é ianhailand,
the Director of?Spo;t Science Centre, the Director of
Physical Education Promotion, the Deputy Rector of the
College of Physical Education, the Ex-Director of Physical
Education Pg@moticn,,£n¢ Dépuéy Director of Sports Pro=
motion Organization of Thailand, instructors at the College
of Physical Education, And the Sports Editor of the BangKok

£

Post newspaper.

While this study deals primarily with sport and

r

. ‘ | !
physical education, there are some (terms which need to be

R

4

defined within the context of_tﬁe study -

Physical.Education: 'refers to form7f/;nstr

the purpose of promoting the‘individual's bodily héa;ﬁh.z



A

Sport: e.refers to games or pastimes, involving

gross bodily movémgnts, which have been developed in“order. <

to provide requfar competitive physical activity governed

by constituted rhleﬁ_ZB
4
54

‘u M
1
R

Thailand:j;@xﬁor to 1939 Thailand was known as
—T .

>

v

"Siam", the wOrﬁ uéédﬁby Sir James Lancaster in his first

voyage to the qu ﬁgst in 1592. When the Phibunsonqqram

2
"government took office at the end of 1938 &1t embarked on

a proqramme of natlonal reconstruction and decided to drop
the pame Siam both in Thai and in Eur0peanrlaﬂguages. Since '
théﬁ Thailand has been the official name of the country up
to the preseqt time, | 7
In order not tb confuse the readers the name
"Thailand" only will be used thfouqhout in this study even

though at times réferences are made - to the perlod priox, to

1939,

politics: refers to the art and science of public '!//
e 1 i : 7

¢
7

‘relation, organizatidn andfadministration? 'For the purpose /

of thls study the term pOllthS will 1nclude such aspects S

“as laws, 1eglslat1ve bills, acts and kingshlp. e
. 4 ‘r<l‘ ‘ * ‘ a ‘
Kingship: prior to the revolution of 1932 the term -
refers to the single authority of a reigﬂing monérch who

ruled -and admlnlstergg the welfare of the’ State aﬁé the‘ i

people. Slnce 1932 the monarch has a lesser role 1n the

w

'admlnlsterlng of the couhtry but actlvely engaged 1n the ° .

4



welfare of the people.

4

LN

G
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CHAPTER I1I

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THAILAND

EMERGENCE OF THE“EEQR&E

Like the Shan and the Laotians, the Thai people
belong to‘the Mongolian stock who originally lived in the
province of Hunnan in Central China.l Before the beginning
of‘the Christian era the Thai had started dDn a longnand
centuries~slow migration toward the rich farming lands of
the tropical and sub~-tropical soﬁth -— a result of the
pressure exerted by the Chinese. ,Gradually the Thaﬁ moved
south down the three river valleys of the Irrawaddy, the
Saiwin, and the Mekong, into Burma, Thailand, and TIndo~Chipa.
By the twelfth and thirteenth centuries of the Christian era
the Thai ﬁad settled in:the northern-areas of what is now
Thailand. They found their new home  ifihabited by the Semang,
a negrito people, whom they displaced by fotc1ng them to
'mlgrate further down south.’ Other trlbes whom the Thai
slowly submerged were the Khmer, Yuan, Lawa, Mon, and Malay
as well as some other less known tribes. While thevThai
were pushing other tribes down south the Chinese were Ry
following them closély, and later came séekiﬁg_tréde and

2 ' \ Ca
commerce. : \ ) )

4 In the thirteenth century of the Chrlstiih era
Thalland was a. centre for these varlous races, the Khmer

Yuan, Lawa, Mon, and the . Malay. Around th1§ date the Thai

~
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language as A writlen language, was‘adapted bXPKinq
RamBamhaeng. The alphabeé was probably a Khmer one, which
was adapted to the spoken dialect of the 'I‘hai.3 Some of

- the letters are of Sanskrit and Pali origin. In the early
centuries of the Christian era the Thai territory was undef
the political influence of three different powers.A The
eastern Mepam basin was a province of the Khmer Empire; the

western Menam basin was under the Mon; the Malay peniq%ﬁ?a

was under the Kingdom of Palembang in Sumatra. The whole
‘{,‘,'r;

area in which the Thai migrated comprises moder xBurma,

Thailand, Indo-China, down to what used to'be known as

Malaya,4

Tddqy‘fhailand e§tends from -the fifth to the
.
twenty-first degree of north latitude, and from the ninety-_

&

seventh to the one hundred and sixth degrée of east longi-

stude. Thus, 1t may be seen that the country is h%hg and

o

narrow. The popuiar visualization of the geneﬁﬁ&wdutllne

o
of dand is Ehat it resembles an ancient axejg é%%ﬁ3ﬁn
J ]

. ) ) as

The Menam River, or as knoWn"in‘Thai aSZWEnﬁm'Chao“

Phraya,.glses in the mountalns to ‘the nor@h and emptiﬁs lnto

o

" the Gulf of Thalland. Tt is navigable: by small boats, 1n
flood season, all the way up North. -The 11fe of thg people
quite naturally formed itself around the rive: which offer-

ed transportation facilities, and also enriched the rice
‘lands., )
There are mountain ranges which run parallel from



- 15
. ‘ .

- north to south. These ranges are absent in eastern Thailand.
In the west these mountain ranges allowed communication with

Burma through a few difficult passes.

The Thai people have always been agriculturists.
i ~ R

This fact explains the reason why the Thai fastened them-
selves upon the land as they drifted south. Here they grew
rice, vegetables, and fruits. The extensive waterway and

the seca provided occupation in fishing. \
i

The climate 'in Thailand is tropical with a high
humidity. There are three seasons; the rainy season lasts.

e ;
from the end of April to November, the dry-winter season

lasts from November to mid February and the rest of the &)

months belong to the hottest weather. The tropical con~

dition of the country makes Thailand a land of natural

4

pienty for her peoplé.s

FORCES OF‘PHYSICAL AND POLITICAﬂ ENVIRONMENT
| Thai history is divided into four main parts/—-

the Sukhothai period (A.D. 1257~1377), the Ayudhya period °

(A.D. 1357—1767), the Thonburilperiod (A.D,>1767¥l782), and

the Pgngqu périéd (A.D. i782~ A."The.Suﬁhqﬁhéi dynasfy waS
_‘féunded,gyixing Sri.Intratit, common}y knéwn'éé;Phraqkuang.7‘

At the'ehdjbf,King Ramkamhaeng’S‘réign in'A;ﬁ. 1317 the
‘kingdom of Sukhothai declinedvrapidly és‘é result of '
gF;iitic_a_l strife,‘NKing‘Ramkéﬁhaeng,ﬁPhra uang's tﬁird son
'NandNa‘gfeat waigiétaNWAs‘fgsponsibIé fof‘::b}édqcingNthe:

4
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Thai alphabZt in A.D. 1283. As mentioned earlier, the

-

alphabetrwés probably a Khmer one, with‘some letters from‘
Sanskritﬁ%nd some from Pali origin. At tho decline of *
Sukhothaig the kingdom of Ayudhya emerged as a powerful
state q&éch annexed the kiogdom of Sukhothal to Ayudhyé
during'the reign of her founder, Ramatibodi I (A.D. 1360~
1369) .%  puring the kingdom of Ayudhya which flourished for
somegﬂhree hundred years the legal, administrative and

social systems of Thailand were crystallized in a form

which lasted until the close of the nineteenth century.

The fall of Ayudhya occurred in A.D. 1767 dde to
/

the Burmé invasion but the independence of Thalland was
restpred by the energetic military leaders, Phya Tak Sin
and Chao Phya Chakri. Having defeated the Burmese within
seven«honths_@ﬁter the fall of Ayudhya,ﬁPhya Tak Sin was
crowned king ond establlshed %15 Capltal at Thonburi . Thus
‘began the Thonburl era. Though no offlclal name was given
to ghya’@akisln, he was generally known to the people as
King Tak§in.9. pon his death in A,D. 1782 ‘the Thonburi. era‘
,Came to %n abrupt end. Klng Tak51n of Thonburl was
jsucceeded 'by Chao Phya Chakr1 who ascended. the throne as
Klng Ramatlbodl. He igaugurated the Bangkok period under

i‘“\

the present Chakr1 dynasty, named after hls t1tle Qof Chao

JPhya Chakp%

LS
-t
te

' ~ j . . . . [ \
: .When Klng Ekatotsarot succeeded to the thmone 1n
B % 7 L -

1605, after the death of Klnd Naresuan, contact w1th the

if 5 . R r\ . . [N / ..‘*‘

FAR -
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West duly began. It was his thesis that foreign trade
would greatly benefit the country and accordingly, friend-

ship was extended 'to the Dutch, %he English and the
Japanese.ll In point of fact, the Spaniards had precedeig,
s
these foreigners when their envoy, Don Tello de Aguirre,
( +

reached Ayudhya from the Philippipes in A.D. 1598. He met

of friend-

with a cordial reception and concluded a treaty
. 'S

ship and commerce with King Naresuan.lz .

"o
Thailand furthered her frlendly relatlonskzp with
"
another foreign country by establlshing a contact with France

during the reign of King Narai (A.D. 1656-1688).%°> Much

o

credit for creating friendly relationshibs between thelfwor
countries has been attfibuted to the French Catholfé”
missionaries whose bishop, Mongignor de la Motte Lambert,
travelled to Ayudhya in A.D. 1&62, where he established

a mission under a royal decree issued by King Narai.l?

Thai life.

From the early days of Thalland the rulers of the
country had ultimate control over all aspects of/

- Based upon this poYer control the klng decided upon the
. .3 ,
national pollcy, on establlshlng trade relatlons with other

\

countrles, and on great:mg anc{\ establlshlng dlplomatic

communlcat1on.“ In the meantlme the people of Thailand
"generally accepted thls'because of the predomiLant view,
mgthat the king Was an 1ndlspensable belng to be hxghly
“jrespected an absolute monarch and4dxionly what/;as best

S By

‘f_ for the people and the gountryréand the generél falth andiw_

= A
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acceptance on the people's part was expected of them.ls

As a result, the movement toward wésternization and modern—

,

ization by the king was fully accepted by the people.,
STATE RE II_C_ION

The jattitudes of the Thai people toward authority

. -
» ’ :
and heirarchy seem to have emergced from their attitudes

T

-about religious merit. The high world position is thought’
to be the consequence of merit attained either in this or in
previpus ék‘itence, arid many people prefer-to wait for the

merit to come to them, believing that they had no control

’

16

over such matters. Most Thai peobleﬁ particularly those

of the rural areas, are saﬁ&sfied with their way of life and
have no urge or compulsiom to change it. The essentlal baSe;’

of the 11Ves of Thai peoplc is the emotlonal attachment to
" the doctrlnes and rites of the Buddhist Order. Buddhlsm is

.constantly ‘woven into the thoughts and actlons of the L

14 : : A
peOple- : . .- : ,

country by way of Ceylon, and’ S0 is, often Ca;led Southern

Buddhlsm.18 Its language vehlcle is Pa11 ‘rather than

} \ [

‘Sanskrlt whlch 1s used in Mahayana or the Northern Buddhlsm
' of Tibet, Chlna and~Japan. In Thalland the klng is the

‘defender of the Buddhlst falth 19 . A;'.. . hfn
. v . | | . v‘ ) » | . v:'. ~ | .

In Bud@hism_there is no god - it is essentially .
g R i o . :
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”

an ¢thical code of living. Howeyer, to some people Buddha

was a god and to some he was a great teather. To the first
e ” '

group of people Buddha represented sccurity to whom they

“)

could pray to for advice and help. - To the latter group the

Buddha's teaching of: "Do good and receive good, do evil and

N ’

recaive evil™ was thelr qguide llne 1n l1ife. 20 This indeed

B ;
-

is the mainspring of Buddhnsm ‘and the basis for morals and

character . During his 1ifnrtime King Prajadhipok insisted
" Y ' t
upon the importance of faith. Respect for the

®

uddha, the

‘ﬂcrkp&ures,!andzthﬂ oider' ust be lnCuJth%Q' evenﬁthouqh

e "~

the children may noﬁ un@ers&and Wth and even though some

-~
, aspects of Buddhism cannot be dempnstrated; but must be
B 7', e et oa) 2]!" s ,7 .
accepted on faith. . : \ .
e . Thus Buddhisn has ‘moulded the character of the

Thai pepple to 'a great’'extent. It has influenced the

' people's attitudes toward life, government, authority and

heirarchy .

. A :
Buddhlsm alsc ‘plays a qréﬁﬁ'ig[e in the de veloP“

e

-

ﬁﬁﬂt OfEGugAtion 1gj§hailand. The Bﬁédhls@7monasterles

are the earliest indtitutions for,qeneral,educatapn as- well

as religlous education which are provided by the monks. Up

edlgious 1eaders are still

,‘l

/

to the present time* these r

&

actively worklng w1th educaxlon admxnlstrators for- the

4

”prOgress of pducgt;pnk o SR N
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WESTERNI ZAT ION

Thé westernization of Thailand may be said to have

begun during the reign of the fourth monarch of the Chakri
~

. 22 . ‘ " N
dynasty, King Mongkut ., It was this monarch who Inaugurated
the policy of moving Thajland along Western Tinos, His
initial steps toward this Joal were the signing of a new sot

Of treaties with the Western Powers.  This began in April

1855 when King Mongkut concluded a treaty of friendship and
23

commerce with Br?fain, represented by Sirx John Bowring.
Freedom to trade, extraterritoriality and practically all
the concessions asked for by the British were iﬁVGn,24 The
United States of America fel wed the example of Great
Britain In-this respect, and the Amefioan enyoy, Townsend
Harris, sigaed a‘sinilar treat? with Thailand in May 1856.25
Furthermore, treatieézof the saTe Bowriﬁquattern were

0 ‘
signed w1th France when Napoleon IITI's envoy, M.de Montigny,

y U'ﬂ

VVlSlted Banqkok in 1896, with Denmqu and Portuq L in 1858,

}\m
fea]

and Wlth the thherlands ln 1860

dlplomatle activity follode once the treaty with Britain

H‘

it is evidént that md%h";

was 51gned iri 1855, The Klnq had not only o%ened the
country to foteign CommerCe but he had also opened men's
.mind to new 1deas by establlshlnq prlntlng presses which in
the beglnnmng wEk@ used to prlnt textbooks 2? Additionaliy,
roads and canals weﬁq‘bullt to improve communlcatlon in the
country. In’£861 thlelrst modern currency‘was issued to

take care of the requlf%ments of Thailand's expanded trade 28

"Contlnulng the Westernlzatlon 1n pattern, thé?k1n¢ reformed
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ment depargmé;
Yy 4
/ '}ffmf [ g
the army - :

x~a
x; v

; : Eﬁlﬁéqned to a Frenchman the task
of <ommdndl "‘";"q fnd!” T¥11ing the royal army. Another
Frenchman wals ~Eh(= royal bandmaster. An American
headed the newl y established «wustom service provuind
for in the British treaty. -~ ~ All told, some cighty
Furopeas were enployed by King Mongkut in one
capacity or another,29

One important rasult of the Europcan commercial orientation
sponsored by King Mongkut, as pointed out by Cady, was.to
end the Chinese domination of Thailand's foreign trade and
R ! 1
bring Chinese economic lendershlp into a dlfforwnt relation-
P - . 30 s . , . i e
ship to the government . This was dme to the fact that by

1850 therd were approximately 300,000 Chinese in Thailand

and’ they were'économiéallytp@werfu1A31 Thé appointment of-
Westerners by King Mongkut also caused some'unrest among
1 :

the Thai officials and thoir friends. -

It is of siqﬂjfiéaﬂCé to note at this time that

m
o

the modernization in Thailand along: the Western line was
approved by King Mongkut. Sipce the Sukhothai period (A.D.
1238-1378) educaﬁ%on in Thailand was a family affair and the
parents,:most ofteﬁ the fathéf;, handed downfthe skills and
knowledge of the famlly trade to their sons in an appren-
theShlp type of tralnlng.33' The only 1nst1tutlonallz¢g
educatlon was that conducted in the Buddhlst temples. In

essence, the monasteryﬂwas a communlty for learning which

stressed the ability to read to enable people to study the



22

. 34 - . : .
scripture. Accordingly,  King Mongkut allowed the ladiles
of the American Mission to visit and teach the ladies of
" the palace. 1In 1862 the king also engaged thefnow rénowned

. M -
Mrs. Anna Leonowens as a tutor to his heﬂé, Prince

Chulalongkorn, and other of his royal children.

The modernization policy which benefited the’
country as a whole, though concentrated in the capital city
Bangkok, was in most aspects contiﬁued and expandéd by Kiné
Mongkut 's son and successor, King Chulélonékorn, or Rama V,
who ruled Thailand for forty-two years (1868-1910). He
followed his father's pattern of modernizing by appointing
foreign advisers from many nationélitieg to remould gove;n;a
mental administration, to liberalize,hnd ;eform the legal
_system, and to bring about economic improvements. As a
result of such tacticd, the Thai calendar was refashioned
on the Egropean pattern, by 1899 Sunday was officially pro-

clalmed as a legal hollday anﬁ a decree allowxng for free-

doq Qf the press was honouréd@36 Furthermorgr ten
ministries were established to be responsible far the wel-
'fare of the people and the country these were, the: |
Ministeries of Defence, Foreign Affai¥s, Interior, Local
.Government, Royal’ Housghold,.Flnance, Agrlculture,,Justice,
Publié Instrﬁétion (Education),vand Public Works. King
Chulé;ongkorn also promﬁlgatéd,h law fér-;he abolition of
slavery in 1905, the w¢rk which had been étérted,by his

father, King Mongkut.>'’ B I AL
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”

In other social areas, modernization along the
Western lines also occurred. Améngxthem was sport and sport
participation patterns. The shift from traditional sport
to Western sport was started by King Chdﬁalongkorn upon his
return from a European tour in 1897, at which time he intro-

i

duced intokThailand a series of Western-type activities such
as croquet, badminton, lawn tennis, football, rugby and

. . . 3
international boxing. B At flrst these sporting activities

2

W

were played only among the courtiers and aristocrats within
the palace grounds. Some of the activities were later
introduced to the §tudents of the Royal School by the
foreign teachers whom the king had hired as tutors of the
\royéI children. Gradually some of these new sports began ﬁo
emerge in other schools throughout Bangkok. The new activi-
ties were introduced to students by British teachers who
were engaged by the government to teach English and othér
~subjects in various educational ipgtitutions.39 Mission-
aries were also instrumental in introducing these sporﬁing
activities, especially foot~racing, to students in the
ééuﬁtryside.4o The key point here wag‘brought out by
visudharom that the king, his courtiers,;aﬁdzpeople'in the
in group' were sports ehthuéiasts.4l ‘Gradually the interest
and the‘énthusiasm spread oﬁt,and became increasingly pop-
ular among the wo;king class, not only 1n the large urban
centre llke Bangk@k but also in the suburban and rural

areas. The klng hlmself encouraged dlfferent organlzatlons

‘to form clubs and .to compete in various sggﬁ
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rule as then laid down. ] -

Thus, it became obvious that during the period‘of
1851~1910, at the death of King Chulalongkorn, vast numbers
of soclal, political and economic changes were brought about

(e}
in Thailand, Notable among these were the restructuring of
government organization, administration, agriculture,
cducation, and sport participation patterns. The social
behaviour'batterns of the people of Thailand were also in
flux and the emerqénce of politically and economically

astute Thai people wds becoming a reality.42

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL S$TRIFE

Despite the fact that major steps were taken and
brought to fruition by the monarchy relatiQe to Westerniza~-
qgfion, modernization ofrThailand, the increase in techno-
logical innovations and generally more equitable social
development, there were periods of strife and unrest.
Significantly the greatest unrest was in the area C} poli~—
‘tics and economics.43 6f critical importance dur;ng this
/ same period was the leadership Wn by two of King‘
ﬂcﬁulalongkofn's sons who eventpaily suchededrhim to the
‘ ‘tbrone,'namely King Vajdixavudh, ér.Rama vI (1910—;925) and
King Prajadhipok, or Rama VII‘(1925*i935); " Both in due
courée were sent to be‘éducéted in England. éh&§ was one

4

step further thap King Méngkut,lwho had Engli§9 teachers !

&

brought to Thailand. f.  S : ‘ ‘ -
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When kinq Vajiravudh ascended the throéne in 1910
he followed the modernization policies which had’bgen
established by his father. Social reforms developed under
King Vajiravudh were many and significant, and included a
statute book, a law on surnames in 1913, the abolishmgét of
gambling houses fhroughout the country, and the establishab
ment of Chulalongkorn University as a memorial to his father.

He also promulgated a law on compulsory education which, by
» "
! N 4 . 44

this period, had'been evolved into a modernized institution.
"But the most salient change during K;nq Vajiravudh's

,feign was a shift in édministrative procedure of the country.

He ceaséd to seek advice of the prominent members of the

royal famik’ and rarely consulted them con§erning Staﬁe

administration. Instead he gathered young:men who were not

members of the royalrfamily, but rather acquaintaices which

he had cultivatediwﬁ%le studyiné in Europe. These he

appointed to important positions in the government and

45 Furthepe

established;  thereby, a s&stem of favourites.
more, he aggravated his relationship with the regular army
by establishing a personal bbdy guard known as £her;wild
‘Tigér Corps';under his personal le@&eréhip} independent of
the Army and thelﬁinistry'of Defencé,-an& sho&ed fayéuritism
toward'them bylproviding Fhem Qith %iubhouses, a driil hall,

uniforms, and a rugby football tpam.46

However, accordlng -to Hall King ValeBVudh was

s
1

= "unquestionably shy and lacking in real g1fts of
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; Ieadershipi"47 Due to these unpopular actions by the king
there were two attempts to dethrone him. The fgpst attempt,
an assa551natlon plot, developed in 1912 and was due to the
discontent in the regular army and navy at the establishment:
Of the Wild Tiger Corps. The second attempt to dethrone him

took place in 1917 after the king had decided to join the

allies in the First World War. It was thought that the

~

. ! . . 48
attempt origihated from the pro-German section of the’ army.

King Vajiravudh had also been described as
democratic ruler.49 On the contrary, his attempts at
tightening royal abeolutiem were a contributing factor in
bringing about the constitutional crisis of 1932.50 He began
to go his own way in dealing with the country's affairs. He
,rarely met the cabinet hinisters which was set up by bis
father, but only met them individually to consult when he
deemed necessary. As a result, there. was no coordination in
the country's administration. Furthermore, the king began t&

. T 5
spend excessively on state functions and other ceremonies.'l

But the king had a keen sense of national pride as

he pfomoted citizenship through the establishment of the Boy

‘ScoutsVOrganizatibn.sz He also changed. the natlonal flag to

- a Tri- Rong.’one con81st1ng of five horizontal bands, red
' whlte, dark blue white and red (the dark blue band is twlcev
- the width of the others) The Trl—Rong flag has since P\

. remained the natldnaerlag.53

i
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King Prajadhipok beoame the last absolute monarch
of Thailand when he ascended the throne upon the death of
his brother, King Vajiravudh, in 1925. King Prajadhipok had
never expected or desired to become king.54 Buﬁ due to the
fact that King Vajiravudh produced no heir to the throne,
Prince Prajadhipok_es next in line, succeeded him. He was
immed}ately confronted with the need for economy in the
public expenditure, a situation directiy ati;Lbuted to the
fact that his brother King Vajiravudh, had been noted for
heavy public expenditure, and had loaded the., Supreme Council,

a

the King's Council, with princes and noble elites to the

-

public and army-officers' dissatisfaction. He began to cut

down on the Royal Household expenditure and revived the

]
cabinet. He also appointed on}y five of the most important
princes to the Supreme Council.SSA All these aoéions were
taken in regards to'the economy of the country. But of more
¢ significance is the appolntment of the Supreme COunc1lﬁ It
was revealed by Prxnce Chula Chakrabongse later that "the |
'King felt he was too young when ascendlng the- throne.56 The
Klng felt that he had served the country’ preV1ously only as
a soldier and thus lacked the knowledge and experlenqg 1n
the art of government As a result he felt it was
necessary to elect hls highly respected uncle, Prince
P

Bhanurangsrl,{and four other royal relatives to‘the Supreme

Counc11 This was indeed an act that had far-reachlng
- » 4
repercussions . :
’ ‘ “ e ’ )

Y
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Originally the Supreme Council was designed to
assist® the king in advising him on all matters of public and
family affairs, and was to supervise the cabinet of ministers.
But as(these royal members in the Councils died the king kept
repl&cihq them with senior princes, but no:commoners. As
time went by it seemed that the Council was go*&@ to rule
the country throughout his reign. Some people suspected that
the king was reluctant to rule personally.57 Furthermore,
some oOf the Council members began to sit in the Cabinet os
well. According to Pr;nce Chula Chakrabongse, it made the
Council seem like an Inner Cabinet in which non—counoillors

could not participat,e.s8

One other notable point which confronted the king

was the gredt economic slump which affected the country and

>9 Insofar as Thailand

all of South East Asia in the 1930's.
' was concerned the economy problem stemmed from the fact

that in 1908 the country adopted, a Gold Standard Act which

put Thailand off1c1a11y on the gold- exchange standé%djﬁﬁ
This Act was adopted because the price of silver upon which
the Thai currency was based was steadily ?alling. Then in
1931 Britain had a great economic slump and had gone off
the Gold Standa;a, but'the Thai governmont had aecided to
spay.onhthe Gopld Staﬁdard. As a result, Thai products‘were
foond too expensive -in the sterllng market ‘to attract

foreign purchasers and the country began to suffer econo-

i

mically.
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Unable to raise foreign loans the king was forced

to introduce drastic economic measures involving salary cuts

~
A}

which meant that many civilians and military had to leave
the government service. The junior official class was
severely affected by the measures.6l Throughout the ordeal

the king was distressed and it later was revealed by Prince

Chula Chaqubongse in his bpok, Lords of Life, that the king
once exclaimed: "I'm only a soldier, how can I understand

62 However, on May 11lth,

such things as the Gold Standard?"
1932, Thailand suspended the Gold Standard, 1linking the

Country currency, Baht, to Sterling, but it was too late.

Through éhe reigﬁ of both King Vajiravudh and King
Prajadhipok, some- of the a;ﬁy personnel, the government
officials and the publié became offendeg and disenchanted
with éoée of the official Acts by the kings. The Wild Tiger
Corps Acts, the joining with the allies in 1917, the appoint-—

ments of the Supreme Council and the Cabinet Ministers, the

'+@~aeceﬂemicqslumpaandfyheJérastiC“éGSBBﬁféimeaéﬁres that
followed which affécted a great number of people. They
became wearied and suspicious at tﬁzibecretive methods
emplgyedrby the'administratiop in that the government re-
leased limited news and infofmation of wﬁgt they were doing
through the cébséfShip of the press, which'wés carefully

63

- screened by governﬁent ofﬁicials; Although it had been

Kihg‘Prajahhipok's wish to give constitutional government

‘to the peoplé be‘failed to promote and to gain epough

Lo
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support to see it throuqh.64 This plus all his enforced
actions had weakened his position among the more informed
Thai people and had led to his ultimate abdication in 1935.

(

EMERGENT DEMOCRACY

On the’morhinq of June thﬁ, 1932, the revolution
broke out. The upshot of this action was the formation of
a new era of constitutional government and” the ousting of
the absolute monarchy which had prevailed in Tﬁailand from
time immemorial. When the re;olution broke out King
Prajadhipok was residing at his héliday resort, Hua Hin, in
southerﬂ Thailand. The revolution itself was brought about
by the People's Party which comprised a section gf'military
persénnel and é‘group of civilians. The military group was
led by Captain Lugng Phibunsonggram, who at one time had

65

been gttached to the French Army in the artillery. The

) 7 :
:leader of the civilian group was a young lawyef wﬁi'completed
~his s;udiesvin France named:Pridi Panomyong, who was later
appointea a junior judgevwith fhe title of Luang Pradit
Manudhafﬂ.Gﬁ Upon their return to Thailand the two began

to work qure%ly, plotting a revolution to brin down ;He

| rule.byjabéoluﬁe ménarc%g. "They wére acquainted with the
EurQéeénipéint of viéwjoﬁ‘politics; and interprgfed the - .
goéditions,of Thailand‘in.térm§’Qf pbuses‘digcovered in_f'

o European monarchies:67~

S Eringe,Chuia,Chakrabongseﬂrevealed-tha;‘ffpmiall e
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seemingly reliable accounts the revolution had been
planned seven years earlier in Paris by so@e~5¥ the Thai
students whose leader has already been mentioned. 8 Pridi

was able to persuade many Civilians,'especiaily young lﬁwyers
to join him, while Captain Luang Phibunsongyram sought the

-

assistance of the Armed Forces personncl, as related vividly
by Prince Chula Chakrabongse:

It was important that the military promoters
persuaded Colonel Phraya Bahol of the Artillery, and
Colonel Phraya "Song of the Engineers, to join then,
which was especially important because Phraya Song
had the added advantage of ‘being Commandant of the
Staff College, with influence over the Weapons
Training School, the Military Cadets Academy, and
the Armoured Regiment . . . . Ships and shore units

- of the Royal Thai Navy, in the absence of senior
naval officers in the plot, same as other vital “
\Sexvices. The Royal Thai Air Force stayed aloof
from the whole business.69

'ﬁ42?hrou hout the revolution not more than seventy?gen were
‘involved in the plot, twenty-seven of whom were from the
Armed Forces while the rest were civiiians,70 Despite this

b . L ,
the revolution was dhrri€d out smoothly and successfully.

§ - : ‘
From the start of the revolution on the morning

A { A ) ]
of June 24, 1932, the army moved into pPsitions, held key
pefsohnel; ministers and princes és hostages. A message was
dispatched to the king,informing'him thaﬁ the People's Party -
“had seized power with the intention 6}‘f§rmingia constitu-
,tibnal mqnaichy. They requested him to return to‘Banéqu,
to reign ovér-them ggaxn‘gs kinéﬁqd&r'théégnstitutiénal
‘hpnardhy Qiﬁh tge'thféat-that“if the kiﬁg dgéshdtfrétﬁrn |

Wﬂfhat‘the“Peopléfs‘Pagﬁy,wbulduchoosq'another}princéitéTact,‘ v

AT e S

L4 )

!
X .
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as king.

To avoid bloodshed and further trouble the king
chose to retyrn to Bangkok . Upaen his arrival all hostaqges
were released. Negotiations began between the king and the
' 72

revolutionists who never admitted that they were rebels.
&

The princes and ministersg were asked to leave their official
posts and the Supreme Council was' automutic:all; dissolveq.
1t was agreed by the king and the People's pParty that the
constitution would belprosentcd as soon as pessible, but

in the meantime the country was put under military control.

By his agreement w1th the Pcople's Party, the king lost all

of his power except the right of pardon.

While these activities were going on the great

i
majority of the Thai people remained uninvolvegd save as
spectators of the whole event.73 The idea of democracy

was beyond the Comprehension of many of the péoplei Only

the few polltiCally~m1nded 1nd1vlduals paid much attention
to the uprising and this formal shlft of power, When re-
examining the causes of the rebelllon one has the feellng

that the economic depre551on or the royal oppre351on may

not ‘have been tne main sources of .concern. In p01nt of
fact the‘khangé 1n government might have been brought about

by a’ group of v1gorous young men who had the ablllty and

-
¢

'knowledge and - Besxre for reform. "It could not have been

- 'the desxrc of.zgl majorlty of the people, after all there

”:were only aboubgsgventy plotters lnvolved in the overthrow

F i

- . * LR
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-approxim a taly $

-
of  the monarch.

MILITARY
ol T ,
The success of the 1932 revol ution marked. the rise

of the military in Thailand. The increasced stress given to

the military was anothoer troepd with political siqgnificance,

33

boecausie its power had nevor been excessive in ;)I’(»})(){‘t:i on to o

the size and population of the coun try. Thailand had been

a buffer state between linglish and French colonies and so

had. depended on diplomacy rather than force to maintain its
i} -

. 74 , . , . .
indepondenceo . But when the Peopla's Party was ready to

establish a constitutional ﬁﬁﬂ “chy in Thul]and it had to

‘have the assistance of the military.

Expunditurﬁ on consolidation of military powar,

irst fovolutigng “Phe

RN

began to risc after the country's

efenco for tha lmmudla C yaar

r:iq(d by Baht 3,500,

ly

budget, for tha Ministry of.

0 or

f‘}“

after the févﬁlutiéﬂ was ind 00
&

q

[

17
almost doubied 7 %his military emphasis met with con-

siderable opposition, but it was to no avail: The govern-—

A d‘)

ment of Thalland was in the hamrds of mllltary men .

A

I New”prestiqe had been given to conscription since
ﬁ%BZ, BLcause .some mllltary men had entereﬁ polltlcs and -

assumed unusual t authquty, mllltary life began to appeal

1a
' 7
to young ‘men . But due to the fact that mlllta!& se rvxce

Q"\

uscd to bogln for all young men at .the age of alght en, it,

000, .and fouf‘yuars hencu the cht had



‘was detrimental, since it broke ineh the cducation period

and took these young men out of school. However, it was

’

gencrally felt that thesoe youths learned a great deal more.

at military camp than they would normally do in the class-~
COOQMSS ., / At the camp they learnced about drill, authority,

0o s . . ~ . n 8
di'scipline, physical fitness, and generally how toY take

carce of themselves and working with others

A yough movemoent: along military lines callaod

Yuvachon' was inltiated and introduced to,Thailand in 193%

. “hby the then Minister Of”Dﬁfﬁﬁbé, Laang Phibunsonggram,
Its object was to train youth in physical culturce, military

.ﬂiscipliﬂﬁ, and organized co~oporation. - These youths were

supplied with uniforms, drill as soldiers, and had

Joccasional reviews by military officers.’ The primary

instill a military spirit in the young men.
4 B i r‘ B b

had

becn replaced with mildtary zeal.f

Thus, since 19327ﬁiliﬁary power in Thailand had

%

been on tha

¥
L

vise. ‘The sucaass of the 1932 revolution, and

the subsequent victories in many more revolutions which
followed had made many military men see the military role

’3§ one of the most indispensable. . Many government offices

¢

had been occupigd by military men. However, the implica-
. tions of, the rise of the military. on sport and physical
.-education will be discussecd fully in Chapter 6. ‘

o



NEW LEGISLATION

Three days after the revolution had been carried
out successfully a provisional constitution was promulqapedm
which provided one House of‘Parliament, which was known as’
the People's AssémblyA Before a. general electién could bé
held, the People's Party had to elect temporary deputies
on behalf of the king for the Assembly and from then on
legislation was in the hands of the Assembly. The nominated

deputies consisted largely of the members of the People's

k 80

Party and some retired officials. The leaders of both

the civilian group and the Armed Forces group, Pridi and -

Phibunsonggram, refrained from taking the central power, the

Prime Ministership. Instead thegy were ap?ointéd as ministers

without portfolios.sl'

One of the first tasks of the Assembly was to pass

théAct of Arrmesty clearing those who were involved .or who
took part in theﬁrevolutién f;om any'guilt in an unlawful
act.82 The second taéfl that is the develcpment!of a

gégéral election for the ASsembly,idid not gééséismoothly
due to the fact that tﬁé Thal people were in the state of

unreadiness insofar as their education was concexrned. Thus
( AR
a new plan was drawn up by Pridi as he announced: )
When the country should become quiet and orderly
again, a second period of the Assembly would be begun
in which the people were to be allowed toé select one
half of the membership. The People's Party would
select the other half. The third period of the
Assembly would begin when over. one half of the voting
population had obtained the equivalent of a primary
education. After ten years of the first and second

[
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periods of the assembly, if the educational goal was
still unreached, the third period of the assembly
would start automatically. In the third period the
people were to elect all of the membership of the
People's Qarty.g
The plan was submitted to the Assembly for consideration.
With this announcement it became quite clear that one of the
first priorities that the People's Party had to face was to
Adeve10p educational reform so that the people would gen-
erally be sufficiently educated to rule themselves. This
would also insure the future success of a monarchical

constitution which had met with initial success.

~

_ Accordingly, one of the significant events which
followed after the country's first revolution was the new
legislation involving the revision of a new education act-

] { o -
called the National Scheme of Education ofll932.84 The

revolution which resulted from the economic and political
i
problems \had an effect upon the traditiopal education
Sygtém oflthercouﬂtry. Monastery-centred éducation was to
be auqmenééd by a Westernized educational strucﬁﬂre.
\ <

Increased eﬁphasis was placed on meeting the needs of the

individual even though it was still emphasized that

‘*‘ \\
'education. should meet social needs that were in harmony
. ST ' | 85
‘with the econgmlc and political system of the country.'
\ ,

To help. speed épings up, because of the commitment '‘given to

the peoplé; the \new government appointed.an educational

council as an adyisory body.86

.

So moderpization in Thailand which ’be];an by King
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Mongkut in 1855 withﬁfhe»signing of the treaty of commerce
and friendship with Britain came to have unexpected con-
sequences relative to the country as a whole with the
revolution of 1932. Modernization or Westernization had
chanqed?the people from being subservient to the degree that
they wanted to have some controd of their destiny which was
clearly demonstrated by the uprising in 1952. But with tﬁis
revolution came one ,0f the most important pieces of legis~

lation whicMdealt with the provision of education for all

people in the country -~ the National Scheme of Education.

~

~
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CHAPTER IIIX

EDUCATIONAL IDEVELOPMENT, SPORT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

1932 - 1966

Since 1921, when a compulsory primary education act
was passed, education in Thailand has been essentially
Westerh in organization‘and content. The governmént has

A
assumed r65ponsibility for the establishment, financial

support} and direction of a national school system which is

arranged in the familiar divisions of primary, secondary,

. vocational, and higher education. This was due to the fact

that when the constitutional government was first establish-
ed after the revolution in 1932 it decided that education

. &

woald be the best preparation fgr full demergpr; JAmoné _

P
¥

the ‘goals of the educationgl ffrogramme were the improving’

of the literacy.of the population, the provisiop of citizen:-
. ‘ o
ship training, and the offering of professional and voca-

tional training. This was so arranged as to be in line

with the statement which the government mag@e to the general

public prior to the first nomination of represemtatives to

PR

the National Assembly. The gggernment further promised

‘ that the people would be givén-complete freedom and right

;to education without hinﬁrance, and established a mechanism

such +that half of the population could complete the primary

reducation. courses within ten years. It,furthef‘prOmiséd
. B ¥ s "

"th§t‘ﬁithin‘that time limit there would also be a general ~

it
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country which recelves encouragemen; from thevgové%nment

45

[N

election at which the people would elect their own repre-~
sentatives, thxggebolishing the system whereby half the
A\

. Y -
number of répreseﬁtatives were arbitrarily appointed by the

government. Since 1921 there have been four NAati
of Education. These were passed in 1932, 1936,

1960 respectively. ~

NATIONAL EDUCATION SCHEMES N

/

After the coup d'état in 1932, the ?eople's Pérty

established an Educational Council to draft a. new educa-

; N\, -
tional plan for the countri?\‘.2 The revolution of 1?32 had

-also given rise to a new set‘of schdols, municipal, as

distinct from -local schools.B\\With this pew addition ‘there
ére,now 4 types of schoolé in tﬁe country. They are:
government schools, 1ocal schools}\privaieeachools, and the
one just added,‘municipal SChoole. 1$he government school

is maintained and controlled ﬁy the M)

‘ietfy of Education.

This type of school was supposed to be. model\for every

~other type of school to follow. GoVernmEnt scﬁppl was
\

supposed to represent progre581ve educatlon‘ Inkthe mean-—

ftime a local school is established by a village or commune

under the inspection of the gqﬁ;gnment. Most of the local
schools which provxde only prlmaty educatlon are, located

1n\the temple grounds.' Another new type of schooi in the

Y

is a prlvate school which is: either a school run’. as a
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private enterprise'and dependentf >lely on the fees it may

i v -
be able to charge, or one maintained and controlled by an
&

individual or community. Examples are the various

. . ' 4 . . .
tmissionary schools. Finally, a municipal school was
often referred to as a primary school in an area under
municipal organization. fThese¢ municipal - schools or e]emen~

Y
tary schools have been organ14<d dnd maintalned by the

municipal government . '_ -
. ! : } 4 F.’u
e -
NATIONAL EDUCATION SCHEME OF 1932 | .7

There wérejzhree main objectivés underlying the
establishment of ihe &ational Education Scheme of 1932. The
chief tasks of the government'Qere_to try to make everyone
literate, to impréve the quality of education, to increase

the physical fitness of the school gg&ldren, and to improve

»

vocational training. Thus, the three major. areas of educa-

tlon which, the State would administer were
\

l Moral education, to 1nerease good mﬁral norms

among a1l students e . “gg 7
- &

v 2. Academic education, to develop knowlru

: - . , : ey
intelligence PR ‘ k %
N i Py N ) ., ' . c ..A

)

3. Physical education; to exercise for physical
fitness.sv 7 ’ | ‘- ‘ E | : S
Thls marked the flrst occasion in. wh{ch physical educatlon

was included in the curriculum as one of the magor areas of

i
(10 N ¢

studies..

" “The 1932 Scheme qqyléd forithsé students who
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wished to pursue vocational training to attend six years

of primary education, comprised of four years in the lower
primary school and two in the uoper primary school at which
time they would commence oursuinq their respective vocational
{raininq. Refer to Flgure 1. Furthermore, they would con-
tinue thelir vocstional preparation in the secondary level

for another four years.
[

The Soheme also laid out the 4—-4-4 plan for those
students ih Thailand who wanted to follow the general
education route. 1In short it meant, four years of primary

A . '

education, four years of lower secondary and an additional
four years!of hiqhe% of’senior secondary sohool. The :
senio% seoondary grades were also divided into two sections;

one with 'a linguistic and the other scientific major. After

w

having completed the secopdary education interested indi-

“viduals could pursue higher education but Pefore being pex-

. ) . ; o . , . Y
mitted to do so he or she would be required to sit for the

"entrance éxamiaaﬁienégs Entrance into igsﬁitqﬁeei@i higher
learning was keeﬁly sought after and the competition was
freqﬁently fierce.

Whlle the National Educatlon Scheme .of 1932 was ’

N

belng put into. effect the country was faced%hlth anotherr

serious probIem - tpe shortage of schools. Even though

"

the compulsory prlmary educatlon act was passed in 1921,

the country, due to heavy flnan01i} pressures, had not been

"able to provide schools for all children of the age seven
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to fourteen as prescribed by the act.7 It took the "Thai
government fourteen,years (from 1921 to 1935) to put the law
of compulsory primary education inté effect in every Qillage-
Although every village was included in the compulsory oduca-
tion system by 1973%, there were many in which the children
were not enrolled until the age of nine or ceven ten, and
only about halif the numhéf at cight-year-olds, the newly
recommaendaed commencement age, were attending schoolsﬂﬁ This
- Ghange of school age from ‘seven to fourtecen' to 'eight to
fifteen' was done throuqgh the new Primary Education Act of
1535. Tt was necessary to increase the age of enrolment to

eight so that children would spend long enough time in school

»

to finish their primary education.

Pl =

In 1933-34, a survey of studepts was made in thosc

3

Th
1]

was in forc

e

-

sections of the country where primary educstior

The pumber of studcntsattundinqlschools was wall below thé

number that should actnally be a téndinqgg 'This was duec to

the fact that there were not enough classrooms to accommos
date them and there.were not enough teachers to 4teach them

Iﬁ:érdcf:té avoid overcrowding, the compulsomy-study
"age was made flexible so that the appropriate number of
-Wééﬁﬁéﬁts could be accommodated in the schools with' the pro=-

portional number of teachers. For ifstance, some districts

enforced the law for children.aged eight to fourteen, some"
from nine to fourteen, and some from: ten tofoqj;een.lo

.Communication was another problem which these young

+ Y &
hy =

&



students in the districts had o overcome. Walking was
almost always the only means to get to schools. Many of
. il

the districts were cut of f by thi‘ck\‘ jungles and children

, ) 1
could not got to schools. !

Furthoermore, the compulsory~study law at. first
stated that all students whose homes were within 3.2 kilo-

:‘\
metoers of the nearest schools must attend ola Ses, But o

s - , ‘4
owing to the lack of schools the compulsory primary educ-

tion law was amended, changing the distance to 2 kilometers

ins stead. 12

This meant, those students whose nearest schdgls
in the village were within tﬁe 2 kilometers fadius would ée
réquireafté attend ﬁlaq% s, other than that they could stay
home énd:assist thaoir pafﬁﬂtﬁriﬂ the daily work. The

-
A

government had hoped to build more ’i(Olﬁ s@zﬁhéﬁ these

)
\ﬂ

young students would gradually be included in the Ccméﬁ13éfy~_”

"‘1

education syste

Cango for gompulsor ry primary
education to ‘'eight to fifteen %?Ers Also reflected the
quality of study in the:primary gr;dcs to some extent. In
the school fear of '1933~-34 there were 39?302 children above
fourteen years of age still in prlmarywqrades.l3 Modern
methods of taachlnq students to’ read and wrlte had not

reached the majorlty of the teachers and in general teacher

preparation institutions were of low quality. Frequently,

the teachers ha: 11ttle moro than a prlmary eduqatlon

Pt

thehselves.l4' Sometlmes they had to be drawn from ., among

4

. E
o . L L4

R



the students of elementary and secondary schools and con-
sequently had little or no idea of teaching and no practical
experience in the techniques of dealing with students whose

académic qualifications were not grossly different from
their own.15 Another disadvantagetwﬁich\hampered the

» ‘
educational development in Thailand was the lack of
materials,-textbooks and educational aids.16 ’

NATIONALVEDQEQ?ION SCHEME OF 1?36

The year 1936 marked the presentation of the
second of the National Schemes of Education which the
People's Party instituted following the%r seizure of power,
The government considered that primafy education in the
vocational section which took six years of school was too

~long, thus reduced it to f@ur%xéars,17
: s Ta ~ ) 5

The pewly amended scheme required four 'years of
primary education, three'yéars of junior ;econdary, three
‘years of s&Rior secondary, and finaliy é%o yeaxrs of pre~'
hniQersity. :The new plan also made it possiﬁ}e for students
to enter vocational trainihg at three i%tervéié; at the end
of primary education, junior sécondary, and or at the end
of senior seconaary,education; Refer to Figure 2. Thus
the new Scheme allowed students to commence working for a
livelihood aftér‘four years of primary education or six
years Qf secondary education. }hiS"meant more-peoplghwould

be going to work a great deal sooner than when the 1932

)
*i
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Scheme was being enforced. The 1936 Scheme was more in
line with the economic and political system that the
government would have liked to follow.18 Also, in the same

thr a pew Private School Act was adopted which provided for

financial assistance to these schools, and for school

inspectors from the Ministry of Education to visit the

schools.19

But there were several events which took place in
1936 which éffected the educational system of the coﬁntry.
The revolutionary government, spurred by certain "pro-
visional articles" in the Constitution, wanted to e#pand

elementary education as fast as possible. The Constitution -

| stated that the Parliament was to be composed of two types

! - . |
"of members: elected and appointedﬁzo It also;bgfpulated

that provinces in which more than half of the adult, .popu-
lation were literate would have full representation. This
brought a rapid expansion Qf elementary eduéatiénfg;;;:h*
out Thailand, A considerable amount of £he budgét!was spent’

7

on a literacy campaign and little was left forﬁdevelqping;

21

secondary education. As a result, the secondary school

programmes were cut down to six yearé (Grades 5-10). A few
pré*universiﬁy schools (Grades 11-12) were set dp to
accommodate a select group of eighth graders who wished to

enter universities. At,the same time, those students who

could not enter tgg pfe;ﬁniversity schools, having failed

-in their ehtrénce-examinations,.coulg go to higher .

’
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vocational schools. Moreover, the vocational schools on
the lower levels (Grades 5-7 and 8-10) were established
because the government wanted to discburage the students
from academic study and to encourage them to train for some
vocations. 1In order to save expenditures on academic s
secondary schools, the government proclaimed that it would
maintain only a limited number of government secondary

22

schools as examples for private schools. This meant that

the majority of high school students had ta be taught in
private schools. The result of all of these things was the

concentration of educational resources in the Bangkok area

and the rapid expansion of private seccndary”schools.23

' | From the beginning, vocational schools at the
lower levels weére not popular among studenjF: - It was
believed  that the function of general education was to pre-

pare individuals for white collar work and only the weaker

, w . . 4 .
students went to vocational s¢hools‘2: Poor achievement

in_academic subjects, lack of proper facilities and un~
trained teachers'gaVe support to this popular belief and

‘the enrolments in the vocational schools declined while

L

some of them had to be closed down. A sudden changé came

when the Ministry of Education adopted a policy of employ-

ing the graduates of vocational schools as teachers in the '
elementary schools. Almost immediately all lower vocational

schools in the provinces were filled to q,apacity.25 However,

the enrolments dropﬁed drastically again a few.years later

S
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-
when the Ministry stopped recruiting their graduates to

teach in the clementary schodls.

During the Second World War the organization of
secondary schools appearced to remain intact but actually the
activities and functions of the schools were qroal&y Ai=s-
T\lt}")t‘.(f(]. Children were evacuated from Bangkok which was
()(;(‘upiod by some of the forcign troo;)d.26 Some students
studied at home and were permitted to sit fot various
examinations. Needless to say, the academic {St,andards
ighrinq this period began to decline and continued downward
after the war even though industriagl deve]épmént angﬁthé
standard of living began to ri5éﬁ27 However, there was one
encouraging note for the teacher's throughout the country.
In 1948 the qévornhént enacted the pew 'Civil Service Act
raising the status of all public primary school teachers

from local

0

mployees to government officials on a par with

ffici

O
q‘
m

ls of uther ministries- and protaected under the same
law of rights dﬂd priVlﬂ? -~ 7 The Act came at the iimé
when the government was faced with several problems in
trying EQ obtain a better Suppiy of teachers. Salaries had
not kept pace with t&e rise in the cost of living, and in
spite of several revisions of the scale the teacher's feal
income was still below prewar leVel 29 The salary varied
with, the quallflcatlons of the teacher so: that most of them

received the minimum-pay. In Bangkok the teacher's income

placed hiﬁ]in the middle class, with the lower echelons of

o ' . ~



into three streams: academic stream for students who wanted

government emp10yees.30 In the rﬁral areas the teacher was
considered to be slightly better off due to the fact that he
couid supplement his income by growing some of his daily
food. However, the difficulty in providing the rural pro-
vinces with bétter teachérs was that they preferred urban
life. Furthermore, teacHer-training schools were in Bangkok
and the larger towns; and having been to one of these\places
to study, very few teachers wished to return to the villages.
This attitude perpetuated the differences in quélity between
education in the rural and urban areas. Thus, the éivil
Service Act of 1948 was not exactly financially beneficial
to the teachers, but more in the nature of encouragement,

and improving morale.

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SCHEME OF 1951

In 1951, another National Scheme of Education was

adopted but it was egsentially the same as its predecessor

witﬁ only some slight mo?ifications and additions. The
value andistatus of manual development and skill was added
as a fourth objeqtive to the Thail educationaliprogram,jlg
Thé fir;t three objectives were to develop moral education,
academic education, and physical education. The Scheme
organized the school system into four years of primary
education, three years of lower éeCOndary, threé yeafs of

upper secondary and'two years of pre~university-élqasesf

Refer to Figure 3. The lower secondary grades were divided

4,
e}
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¥

to'prepare for higher learning; vocational stream for those
) [
who wanted to seek employméent earlier; and a general stream

for those who did not want to go/Peyond grade three of the
‘ ¥
‘1ower secondary. On the upper level there were two streams:

;,aé&demic and vocational. Beyond the upper secondary level,
three grades of higher vocational schools were organized

pakallel to the two pre university classes. The goverpment

i
I
) 7

had hoped that fewer students would go on to the academic
rstream and that a greater number of them would take voca-
‘. tional and general courses.32 Perhaps it was because

4 X .
i opportuﬁities for work in the fields of industry and

3
ol

' commerce were so limited, and the prestige of the white-

'i collar jobs was greater that few went into the vocational

S p
¢ 'sﬁream.33

7'!i . ' i .

F ! " Thé imbalance of enrolments caused great ‘concern
3 Pmong ‘the nation's educational authorities. - Because the
‘% 5béuntry'needed semi*Bkilled and skilled craftsmen and the
g A

)’ hopportunxtles for hlgher education were limited, they
[/ 'wlshed to discourage students from entering the academic

'} Jstream.34 Despite all attempts by the government to en-
[ . ! %

Iyﬂ coiirage vocational training at lower and middle levels many

~/

/' students continued to show a preference £or the academic

W ‘youte. Ag a resplt there was a great demand. for academic’
: /

v
fv‘schools which the government could not prov1de fast enough

' L
j and as a result anvate schools in Bangkok and other major

S !

cities flourished.: .. = - oL, .
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Another attempt to make vocational training func-
tional, at least at the secondary school level, was y

inaugurated in 1951 under UNESCO (United Nations,zdﬁcational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization) sponsorship.35 A pilot

project comprehensive Acho6l was established in Chachoengsao
province. According to Jumsai:

Chachoengsao was selected because it combines a
variety of characteristics and is thus representative
of the whole country in miniature. It possesses
agricultural lands, river district,. forests and hills’
and has a sea coast. The town itfelf has a variety
of schools-kindergarten, elementady, secondary,
vocational and teacher training schools. 1It.includes
eighty~one village groups, six districts and two
municipalities.3

In 1954 the project was extended\ to Cholburi, a province

NS

similar to Chachoengsao in many respects. In these com-
prehensive high schools students could pursue courses suited
to their own aptitudes and inclinations because the schools

offered both academic as well as vocational éraining. This

type of study became véry populdr among students and as a

consequence the drop-out rate decreased steadily,37

“Unfortpnateiy, thé comprehensive schools weré‘shért lived
for UNESCO withdrew. i;s financial support in 1955. But as
a result of the success of this type of school the Tha1 |
GOVernment strived to resume  the program and was able to do
so with the fxrspupermanently established comprehensive
school in‘Thgiiand ip 1960‘a2 KOrétfprovincg,‘ih‘nbr;h;
easternlfhaﬂand.ﬁ_&he 5chool provédrtégbé-ve}y_pOpular

among 'students of that prov1nce. As a result the Committee

for the Comprehen81ve Secandary S¢hool was set up in, 1965
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by the Ministry of Education. After a careful study the

Committee recommended the expansion of the comprehensive

schools along the same line as the one in Korat.38 This

reqommendation was supported by a Research Committee on
Secondary Education and Human Resource bevelopment which
made a thorough study of the needs of education in Thailand.

" Thus the expansion of comprehensive schools became a national
. .39 ' ‘ .
policy. ‘ ,

A

One notable modification of the administrative

»

organization by the Ministry of Education in 1951 was the

inauguraﬁipn of the Department of Public Education which

40

comprised primary, special and adult education. The

establishment of this Department was felt necessary in order;
to provide education foé‘the public efficiently. , Also, iq
order td& be able to work closely with secondary and teacher
training schools throughout ‘the country the Ministfyrof
Education formed a supervision servicé 15 thé Department of

Secondary Education inf1952.4l

The f;nctioh of this unit - °
was more of a supervisory-type onerof éssisﬁiné,rraéher

than inspecting As had formerly been its function.f Wiéﬁ
success of the supervisory unit the Ministry divided the
?ountry into 12 educatidnal regions and established superk‘;;—
Qiéory centie in each of ﬁhe 12.educational regions 'in o
‘1960.42‘ At eéery'centre‘there was .an exécutive committee
for‘eduéahigna1'adminisﬁfat@qh and f6:~solvin§ various

problems. There was also an qdvisory co@mittee consisting
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>

of qualified persons from many districts‘who Oontfibutud
ideas and rendered assistance under the Regional bducation
I)(tve;lopmtfnt' Profject including Higher Educat jon (REDPHE) .47’5
Thesce 12 Qducaticnal regions were arranged as such: 2,réqion5
(7 and 8) covering 15 provinces in the north, 3 regions

(9, 10 and 11) covering 15 provipnces in the nggtheast,

3 reqgions (2, 3.and 4) covering 14 provinces in.phe south,

1L reqion (12) covering 7 provipces in the east and the rest,
regions 1, 5 and 6 covering 20 provinces in the central

plain. Refer to Figure 4,

- During the 1950's, téachér training institutes in |

/
{

the country were also in the/brOCéss of great development.

. /-
schools as the general popu%atiéﬂ began to appreciate the

Wxthfz this growing school population

4]

This was due to the fact that many children were attendinq{

A4

the country needed more and better qualifiéd teachers, Théﬁr
Départmént of Education éﬁ Chuiaioﬂgkorn University, with |
the co-operation of the Ministry of Education,*de;;ded to
set up a degree course in education as part of its traininq
programme in 1952.45 Présarﬂ Mitr College of Education,
founded in 1953, was thé;next:teacher training institution
whicﬂ offered a degreé'course'in education.46 One of it§

branches was Bangsaen Teacher Training College which was

officially openéd two years later.

!'ﬂ » S N o
% :
k)

s
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NATTONAL EDUCATION SCHEME OF 1960 BE
R s A

“After tﬂ}u 1958 Q(;)u[}:d_i"l;t_QL, a committoa was set up

N~
by the Ministry of Education to modify the educational

schoeme . In 1960 a mwew National Bducation Scheme was launched

which was put into effect din 1961 and had been in use up to
;
-

the yoear 1966, Onc of the major concerns of the new
Scheme was to promote education in rural arcas. It called

gor compulsory oducation at the primary level up to grade 4

‘or Prathom 4, with strong intention of .increasing it up to

. 1 ) , ) 7 . ) )
grade 7 or Prathom 7, This was dua to the fact that there
1"“\ B ) »

iwas a strong neéd tO consider carefully the curriculum and

&

be i

methods of teaching of the first faour yﬁaté‘éf compul sory

4]

schooling since it was the terminal cducation level for a
T N N a7 e
majority of youth in tho rural areas, More wvocation
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taught. Also, the subjcots taught worae to be related to the
predominant vocations of the community such as silk weaving,

cattle raising, jute growing in the northeast, fishe
and fruit growing in the south and the east of the COUﬂth-48
A, : % '

Thus under| thé new educational, system of 1960,

primary education gomprises 4 years of lower grades and 3

years of upper primary grades. ?ccondary,educatibn covers

3 and 2~years,resgectiVé1y for Junior and senior levels. At

'

the sccondary levgl there are two streams ~ a general

nd a vocational education streamAwhiéh

4
A ; ’

education strcam *
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consists of five grades and six grades respectively. Refer
to Fi <;1ix‘<f 5. Ge xxn:x’(xl. sccondary schools were designed to give
general ceducation incl ud i ng pre-vocational courses. It con-
sists of three lower grades (M.S.],in) and two uppor grades
(M.5.4,5) . Upon succesnsful gomploet ion of the lower scecond-

\ * B

ary loevel students should havie acqui red sufficiont knowl edge
and skills to 1;<lr;,i11 working for {; living. But 1f they ‘
choose to further their cducdativun 1}Ix(‘§’ can oenter a 1'f:(1Cf11(-xifs‘
college or go on to complete the uppaor Séﬁﬁﬂdnf?&ﬁchﬁol ér
vocational school. O ddnutth,uf the upper soecondary may

o

then, go on to university for higher oducation,

While the general education stream prepares poople

“he vocat

snal schools.are designed

+
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’ The common objectives adopted as a guidoline wore

m

the same as. those of the National Scheme of Education of

11951 npamely; moral’ education, academic educatton, physical

. i . 4 , . s - v,
education, and hand-craft. ? There were few differences 1n

-

the 1960's Scheme as’.compared to the 1951°'s Scheéme . The
1960's Scheme' put particular stress upon meeting the needs
of the individual and of society. It followed the gcal of

the Karachi Plan (compulsory education thrdugh‘grade‘59veh)

A

“and 1ntroduged some slgnlflcant currlcular experlmentatlon

DW ‘Oona ot the‘most"notable ehaﬂgéb

"b']

-t -3 the seceﬁdary tevel:
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. . ‘k’ )
at the secondary school level was the experimental compre-
hensive-type high school whose curriculum combines both
academik\and pre-vocational subjects. It was s0 arranged

' 3
as to meet the needs of the students who could terminate
their education at a more appropriate time or could go on’
pursuing higher education if they so desired.

» i

IMPACT OF EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS ON SPORT AND PHYSICAL
EDUCATION T

Physical education was unknown in Thailand till
1898 whén the First National Scheme Qf‘Education was pro~-
claimed in an effort to modernize the educational system.
But prior to this educational pr@cla&atién a ngy signifi-
cant event took place in 1897 which could have helped to
establish the concept of physical education in the school.
A’ifack'and field meet among itqdents anditéaahara was held
at th® Pramane Ground to celebrate King Chulalongkorn's
return to Thailandrfrom a tour of:Eurépé.sl Theimeet was
a success and it has been held annually évér since;,

Accordingly, in the First National Scheme of Education of

1898, instruction of physical education was included for

the firSt\time“o both elementary and seconda

] ' .
students. This w}s a clear evidence of European influence

[y

as well as the king's eagerness to modernize the traditional

-

education systém throughout the kingdom. He took people

with him who held 'important. posts in the Government

'service with the idea of learning from the West and
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instituting these to modernize the country~52 During King

Chulalongkorn's reign (1868-1910) sports and physical

education were realized to be a very importd@nt part of the
child's total in-school ﬁxperiénces.SB When physical educa-
tion was first instituted, individual SChoolé were responsible
for their owh programmes. At that time the type of physical
vxerciserédnsisted of calisthenics and marchingx Integest—
ingly, throufhoﬁt his life King Ehulalonqkorn was véry con-
_serned about iNproving the Arxmy, which he felt was necessary

-

for internal security,54 He even had his own creation of
Royal Guards Regiment which today haé been integrated with
: , A
the Regular Army as the lst Tnfantry Ré%iment of Guards. As
a result, the activities in the Barly days of physical
cducatlon were inclined toward physlcal fltness Classroom
teachers were held respomsible for giving instruction in
ﬁhY§iéal education to the Studéﬁtgrin their classes as well
as academic lessons. This was due to the fact thdt there
were not many trained specialists during the early period
of physical education:in Thailénd., The c¢lassroom teachers

‘were also responsible for recreation and organization, of

-——sports. programmes_in_their schools. L

While King Chulalongkorn was onr the ;hroﬁe,many
foreigners in 'different capacities began,to pour into the
country. Some were diplomats,’ some were bu81nessmen, while °
some;of them were teachers yho had been hired by the king

to teach the royal children in the Roydl School. These
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people brought with them some of their national sports and
pasﬁjmes which they played among themselves whenever
opportunities arose. > Some AFf these activities, such as
soccer and tennis, were made accessible to the general
public through these foreigners which brought a great deal
of excitement to them. Furthermore, sports in Thailénd in
the early days gained impetus from the aristocrats and the
courtiers who previously had been sent abroad by the king
to study, and with their return came some oOf t,,hese Western
sports. These activities were practised among the aristo-
crats and the courtiers in the royal palace grounds at
first and later other segments of the Thai population were

exposed to these sports byrwatchiﬁq the foreigners play on

the Pramane Ground .

PHYS icjféi; EDUCATION AND NATIONAL EEUéATIO ' Séﬁ‘mﬁé

7 Since 1932 there have béeﬁ four National Education
Schemes in 1932, 1936, 1951 and 1960 }espectiveLQ. After
the People's Party camﬁ to po?er in 1932 and thé m?darchy
gonstitution was prbmulgated(‘%ne of the flrst{acts by the
Party was to reform education to me§x the needs of the
country and the individual. %he time there was a need
for Thailand to become productlvely involved in the economy
és early as posslblé, Inuthe educational reglm ‘this was
achieved by a six/ years of primary education programme

- which enabled students to .read and write, the primqry:

objective at this level, and thus to terminate their

PSS
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education and go to work.

NATTONAL EDUCATION ACT OF 1932

S AN

;'&One of the most important aspects of the new
nati;nai,gducation legislative, act of'1932, as far as
physicai education was concerned, was its inclusionias one
of the thréﬁgmajor'areas of studies. The new Government
declared it(%polilcy to be the fostering of education in
three asgeGESf ihtellectdal, moral and physica1,56 The
incldsi@g 5f physical education into the syl¥abus meant the
subject was to be studied on a compulsory basis. It was
qenérally believed that physlcal well- belnq could be
C)bt ined throuqh participation in sport dﬂd physical F«ducaﬁ
tion, and further that mental well~being plus sportsmanship
could also be Obtaiqed?and devéloped through phisical r
acti;itié5557 So physical ?ﬂucétién in Thailand during this
period was-coﬁnected to both physical aﬂg mental well*béing:
It was the wish of the Government to emphasize sports in
the edécational:programmes‘Eecause‘of the firm béliéf that
sports are lnstructive, that games can teig; desirable
character traits, and that the boy who has learned"his

i

character 1essons in games would. be useful in pOllthS and

buslness.58 The Government had realized that’ physmcal'

eduéatioﬂ was just as important as intéllecihp& and moral -

edudbtioﬁ of the 1ndlv1dual 59

The,Ministrf of Education also assisted in-
‘ ! : ) -
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presceribing the number of hours to be spent on physical
education. At lcast three hours a weck were required of
students at the primary level, two hours a week for those

at the sccondary level, except for those students tao the

last :1 WO years of -the general oducat ion who wore not requirned
to learn physical cducation so that they would have more timoe
to pursue thoeilr é(‘[l(}(-mir" studies in }")r(*}"a.;‘atirm for higher
education.  Howgver, with the added responsibllities the
Ministry of FEducation felt that it could not supervise the

education of this branch as <¢loscly as they would have liked,

and s0 the Department of Physical Education was cstablished

v

in 1933 to be responsible for school physical education and

. 60 ., . - - , . o
public sports. The details of the establishment of the”

Department will be discussed Jater in ‘this chapter,

The currjculum published iﬂ§1932.PfHSCfibi“q
2 ¢

ondary lavels

UI\
i C“
M

physical education for:both primary hnd so
C : o SR N 61
COﬁtalﬁéd many new activitioes for students- of both levels. .

At the prlmar‘x,lcvel students werao téquir‘éﬂ to do such

aCt1VLtléS as allSthcn1Cs and marchlnq drills. The qamés#
for these students were to be kept at simply~organized
games, and the gymnastic activities were more goncerned with

agility .and non-apparatus exercise, such as. foxrward and

. backward rolls. -'Students wé‘luencohraged to-follow physical

‘9
education classes in the open n-air’ atmosphere. As far as the

@

N

1nstrud%grs were concerned any scHools that g&d ﬂot have a

&ecialized phys‘iﬁal ‘educ‘:ation instructor the responsibilities



6
were to fall on the classroom teachers. 2

As for the secondary students the varieties of
activities prescribed for their physical education classes
seemed to have wider choice. Apparatus gymnastics, Thai and
international boxing, judo, soccer were added to the
required calisthenic drills and marching drills.63 Track
and. field traininqrwas also added to the curriculum. - This
was a reflection of the success of this particular spo%t
which has been held annually since 1897. Once again as was

the case for the primary students, the secondary students

were encouraded to hold their physical education classes in
'.‘ Ll

} i
the open-air whenever it was possible. The major exception

to this principle was apparatus gymnastics whioch, of
necessity, had to be held iﬁd@@fsa: ,
” in Thailand, girls were not to be outdone by the
boys when it came to learning physical éducati;n, In the
1932 physical‘educa£ion curriculum even though there was no
special curriculum prescribed for the girls at either |
primgry or. secondary levels, they frequently participated
with the boys in those activities which were appropriate to
ﬁhem. Ngtable'among these activities was track and field)ﬁ4
In point of fact females have been involved in éhe'annual'
track and field megt:.since 1897. However, the report
rendered that during this period the girls must begin to

take a more active part in the outdoor sport.65 Other

activities which the youngsters of both seies were actively
' . - i . .
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engaged in outside of school hours were swimming and

bicycle riding. MNo schodls in Thailand during this period
had swimming pools but there were numerous canals and rivers
in the country and thus the youngsters were encouraged to

learn how to swim in those places-66

Although the physical education curriculum pres-
cribed for all schools in Thailand during this period was
rather ambitious only a few schools in the Bankok/area were
able to follow the curriculum. The inclusion of physical
education as one of the three major areas of studies
demonstrated théﬁrecégnition given to fhis field by the
Thai Government. The reasons that many schools, especially
in the rural area, were not able to follow the ph}sical
education curriculum preséribé& to them were many. First
and ﬁorem6s€f a? this stage of the national education

: o : :

development the Government had been unable to provide

sufficient schools to house%all the childreh wY

A

osed to attend. At the same time, mést of the buildings

were supp-

that had been constructed Jere of modest size and contained
only the miﬂfﬁum space.67 .Thus, the Government still had
to provide adequate schoolé to accommodate the compulsory
primary education legislation whichfWAS passéd since 1921
and w;s not able to dévglop indoor gymnasia and swimming’
pools conCOm;tantiy with the dewvelopment of othe;_requiréd

L. i, "
facilities..

' The next difficulty was in the area offpreparing

-~
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trained persons to carry out the curriculum. Up to 1932
the country had only forty~se0en trained physical education
[+ -
teachers,68 This could hardly be viewed?as sufficient in
view of the burgeoning expansion of public education within
the country. As a result, in those schools 'that were able
to carry out the physical education lessons the classfooms
teacher had fo be responsible Por the E&welopmentvand
execution of the lessons. , ) | | .

- 4

One of the most important aspects of the new;develop—
ment of physical education in Thailand &uring this peéi%d was
the attitude of the public toward»this aféa of educakgon. In
general , physical education was not viewed favourably by the
public,. It was part of a new trénd in ghe cbuntry and as
such not many people either understood it or werésinterestea
iﬁ its educational 'v’al{zés.69 Furthermore, the predﬂmlnant
nature of the occupation of the people during thls era wa;

Of an agricultural base which would normally keep them
physlcally actlve for long hours ‘thereby further llmltlng

the development of a p051t1ve v;tw of physical ¢=_'du<:m:ion,.70

i 7

The new trénd in education was introduced to the
E%éép&e of the countgy who were very tradltlonal and ultra

© conservative thus necessitating a 1engthy period of adjust-

R

menthnd understanding. ' Despite all" these setbacks the . 7

[Government seemed determkned to 'refain phy31ca1 education

as one of the major areas of,studles‘!FThis was clearly

démdnstra%ed when the 1936 Education Ac;'became effective.

M
L
z . . .



NATIONAIL IDUCATION ACT. OF 1936

1

The new Act called for reorgénization of education
in Thailand by reduuind pr}mary education down from six to
four years. The areas of studies as set out by the National .
Education Act of 1932 remained intact: intellectﬁal, moral
and physical educatién. Similarly, there were no changes

in the curriculum prescribed for the study of physical
education, since the existinq curriculum had been in
existence for only four years.71 There were ho attempts to
change the curriculum and the emphasis on physical activities
at all levels remained the same especially in the apparatus
work in gymnastics 2} the secondaré;level This occurred |
despite the fact that most of the secondary schools

possessed no gymnasia nor the equ%pmént necessary for those.
activities prescribed in the cqrrﬁaulum.72' Other activities

included athl%tics, swimming, bicycling and group qémes_73

N

But if these weére discouragin ’eiémenfs there were

also encourégié@ signs in the development!ofﬁphysical
education in Th;iland. It*caﬁe in zbe fQ;m of a.legislative
billrthroughﬂthe Repxesenfagive Assembif granting a gudget
for the year 1935-3¢ to‘the~Mi;ist£y:of Education for the
purpose of constrﬁcting a new building at. the National
Stadium site for a new Physical Education Teachers Tralnlng
College,74' The details of the College will be elaborated
in a later section. It did seem at that time that the K

Government had deemed fhat;the‘best possible way to develop

-
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phyﬁi(*ai education In the country was to have **nouqh trained
physical <*dlp'at Lon teachers to do the j(ﬂ;} 'Phc*‘nu;v<: to
(1<:v:31<,)p this College can be traced to the fact that
bt wecon 1‘332 and 1936 t.ln':xlx: had Leen only 161 graduated £1om
the (nlluqu who were qi,ml,i‘fiéd to do the ‘]vob,js .During the
academic y’(im” of 1934-3% Thailand had a total \Q\umbﬁr of .7
. :
9,000 schools Of these 7,702 were local or pr i‘mary schools,
244 wore qﬁvérnmnnr schools (both primary and secondary) and
L, 055 were private schools which were responsible for both

. : ; . ¢ x ;
primary and secOndary édu@ﬁt]ﬁﬂa7) It was readily evident

that évén,by comparing the number of physical educatlon ¢
graduates between 1932 to 198 with the pumbar of schegols in

the Céuﬂkty uprto 1935 that there was a'great d isparity
P : e , ,
bétWeéﬂ{the supply of apnd the demand for speclalists to fill

Thug, ‘the Government .

‘\
1

1951 when a phirdzﬁational Educaﬁidn Schemefwasiannounccd

/

th the matdon. . The new bill anluded manual ‘education and '

its development as . the fourth ?bje@tive of Thai education .

The first three ob]ectives were the same s ‘for the prcv1ous

billg in 1932 and 1936, thus physical ed“‘f‘atlcz,,}* remained ag
one of the major areé§.5f“sthdyl,TLme allotmerits at_all ’

 l§vels for tﬁé study'ofﬁphysicél education’ also remained

. 1 N S



as per 1932 and 1936 curriculums.

Whurlﬁns many features of the 1936 curciculwn wer o
retained one f*Iﬂ(f(}\lI"i}(] ing new step which began to take shape
was the government's concern over t l,“’ education of the
Cl’li ldren at the pursery or kincAlerqarti(*n level . In 1‘)52 it
bocame the pollicy of the Mini ﬁt ry of Fducat i‘()n to open at

least one nurscery school in each of the 71 provinces, and

. i a : 7’ .
one Infant class An ecach of the 491 districts. 7 It was
4
indeed an ambitious move but during the year of 1952 the

Ministry was '‘able to establish only 10 new’ nursery schools

7

fo sl
fo s

and: 17 infant classes.
A ”

A

s = = 5 L4 = =
The new physical édu@ﬂtion curriculum which came

aut in 1951 dld ‘not pxquribv apeclfilo activities for

children at the kindergarten 1@Vé1, rather it only pré%

acribed that daily exercises should be given to all childrepn '

in tha Kindergarten schools acdocording to the
. .

i

thé child's age, ' 7 In general tha é'iVltics in Whiéh thea

éhilargn at . this age became involved included sinqlnq ‘games,

! Hh '
‘Cﬂ

,l, gam 73 and Rimpl? relayq which were focus&d upon fun. -

v and énjoyﬁent. IittJe equipment was used and 1ncludlhg

-

!Buch 1tems as bean baqat\slyelng,bOards, see-saws and
. .
cllmblng bars.  In a11 the .type' of" activities that the.

i

klndergarten received depended\é;tlrely on the initiative
al ,

of the'ClasSroomfteachef§Land"superVisor$.
k8 ) I, : ,Q| v?i!\ ; ' ]

ﬁ Thergurrioulum of: physxpal educatlon for prlmatyr

rschool students followinq the National Education Scheme'

ar
1
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i . ! R
of 1951 showad few changes. As a matter of fact this
curriculum had ungdergone major revision in 1950, a year
I
P , - o 80, \
before the announcement of the new Schoeme. he Blementary
School Physical Bdicat ion Curriculuwm for 1951 cont inuced Lo
stress physical activitices for physical and mental well-
being . To as far as activitices were concorned the emphasis
) ¥
o s
continued to be on swinwdng  and gymnastics,  Nonpoe of the
schools during this period possessed a swimming pool nor a

‘f{n"mnu:;ium Yot students wore required to kpow how to swim’

otherwisa they would find themsolves fail i,r1<®ixi a Smmt/

!

subject whoso basic, requirement was they must be ablg tc
i y ‘

swim. As a rosult of this, the pral’:ﬁ’l("ﬂi' of Physical

"~

Pducation was requested to compile a handbook with a -
. -4
tm’whlﬁq mathod foous :\ d on they skillls of swimming so that

P
2
iy

tha miudﬁﬁtﬁ concoerned could master tlw theory and thareby

#

op
of. gymnasia was concerned, activities had to be held out~
sldr and very 6ften Lhé*:t ajctlvltl s, hdd go be changed so ¢
‘as fo sult the c;rcumstanCn% Often tlmes\studeﬁts found
'thémSélves1félliﬁqftrééi Wiphih the school’ compound to
el 82

‘make room for a Scccer*fl@ld,

-

prcsﬁrlbed a series of specified act1v1t1cs but very often‘

; The-curriculum might have

B

A 5

Lheyacpuld not be carrled OULp&HC to a lack of. facxl;tles
The tlme allottcd to phys:cal cduoataon remained unchangod'

K

save for the lnc]uslon of .health CdUhatlonaWh}Ch had been

» R | ¥ &

'l =
k& L
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roecelving umpetus as a result of the work of the Wor ld
I S , 83 o
Health Organization and related agencies, In the early

»

stages of the new fi(tht"“y"‘ hour out of three whichy had
Leen sat aside fog };h?:n‘&wa,l sducat fon for school ohildren

" Xy

at this level was secheduled for health education, In order

to coordinate the new health programme, attempts were made
L} . .
/

15 more nutritious school meals to

to provide fre¢e as well

students under the joint{organizations of UNESCO and the

o

. . \ . B4- o
International Bureau of fducatdon. 4 Flnancially the scheme

proved impossible.and the programme falled., Nevertheless,
11

health education as a school subject remained,

While the geperal curriculum for elementary schools
5

the gecondary schools was progressively becoming more

diverse and was gaining more attention from the educational

aim of phydical traininq.andiﬁport,jwas=t® develop skills,

fitness_and sportsmanship among the stﬁdept populatién of ’
* the cduntry.BS Insofar as the éurriculum was COﬂCéfned the

Same activitiés were pfescribed; swimmlng, gymnastles, boxxng

and jlujltsu for ipstance; but more emphasls had been glven
to 1nﬁérs¢hool spmrts such as} soccer, basketball and trac

and’ fleld oWLng to the 1nterrelationsh1p of Sports and /
»e » | '
educat10na1 values expreSSed by many educators of the tlme'86
“ A,
N
1 The militgry aspect of phy51cal eduqatlon was less e [

. S [
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-
emphasized in the curriculum drawn up for the secondary as

well as the elementary schools. .

Students of the secondary = hool f(‘("d the same .

problem as did the students at tne elementary level —- they

were pot able to participate in all of the activities pros-

cribed owing to lack of facilities. During this period of

the general development of physical education in the nation

many It*que“ﬂﬂ came to the attention of -thﬁ Director General

of the Department of Phy'alcal qu@atinn (“Dncerninq the

éﬂhﬁnLionai,valué of boxing in the secondary schools.. Tt
- !

was brouqht up again at a Physical Education Seminar in

1956 at-which time the Director General informed the seminar

"h

smbers that the Department had been trying to reduce or

éiiminate the activity concerned in"most s
| ) N : ;
and had met with moderate success. In some circles,

fh@ﬁ?vif? wiﬁirectu Gepneral had beer

D

:traitur who was- attc npting t@ Q@ away with thc Phal

I

traditiénaliactivity~ Thus boxinq remained ln some

: 1

's5é©ﬂdary schools but moréfpfécb?;ionary méasures were takén,

A

A

in the form’ of med1Cal examlnatlons before and after a match.

i ,‘,\;

;’Part1c1pants were réqulréd to. wear head guards at all times,
,xfpgfu 7 ) , oo y )

. o . 1 - .v ‘ ; ) . ’

e o : During the time that the 1951 Scheme*remaiﬂed in

N p f
s.effect, phy31cal education had been recelvlnggsteady assis~

‘.tance from the Government in ﬁhe form of appréprxations
i g -
grarted to the Mlnlstry “of Education. Yet am?ng all aspects

i
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of education to be supported by  the State, physical educa-

. . . \ 89
tion received the least aid from the Government . For
r

ipstance, in 1994, the appropriations for various phases

v oducation totalled af;pr('»ximatrﬂy 800 million baht ($40

-

million) or one-fifth of the national budget. Of this

amount 9physical education roceived 8,506,136 baht (approxi-

mately $425,000) or 1.05 percent of the total budget for

. 920 : o
aducation. uring the samnc pﬁrLﬁd, according to the

vr

statistics,. there were monies to go to 19331 primary schools

and 267 secondary schools which ﬁ?uld be the immediate ’'and
. o
direct IPClpl(nt of the phyﬂlcal education proqrdmm?5 1;

!Thls llmltad flﬁaﬂclﬁl aid added to the dlfflLulthS wh “h

many school admlnxbtratorq faréd in trylnq to follow rhr

physical education curxiculum prescribed and authorized

_ Nevertheless the Thail Gowerpment gave every indi-

4

éatiéﬁiéf a major effort to tf? to -develop physiggl

eaubatigh for the whqie country*f In 1950 the Minlst;ynof

ngucation whlgh wa;\&oncerned Witﬁ the cffegtiventsw cf the
7 .
teaching lh physical education 1nv1ted two/ﬁulbright\

I3

Professorsyfrom the United States to assist in the forpglation

R Y ]
of in~serViGE“training.92 The main purpose was +o’ ‘try and

'traln ‘the teachers of “the country to be more effeutive 1kﬁ

their teachlng and - tg develop qualltles of leadership amongy
‘the personnel in the fleld Qf educat10n.93 hese Fulbrlght

*personnél were able to set up workshops, nd glve adv1ce toi
. i ' ) -
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many physi(?al' education specialists in many regions and

Provinees throuqhmuf‘thvir stay in Thailand,94 The idea of

going out to assist these specialists was quigkly adopted

by the 1)(1;);11‘tm(:n‘? of Physical f‘:ld\l("ﬂt'l.()ﬂ in Banakok, and

since then the specialist teachers in the provipces Wé}ﬁ

ﬂbie to acquire more assistance from the Department's

personncel from time to tiﬁﬁ- Toaay in-service tréininq

r

nggfamm@S are held in the sumner months and attract teachers
/

from all over the counﬁry. These specialized training

sessions are arranged and financed by the Ministry of

Eduﬁition. S .-
£ '

Durlnq 19)3 three new ﬁéétiﬁﬁsh whiéh ipcluded
School 7port5 Se fion, Public Spﬁrts Promotion Section,and
Tests and Measuraement Sé@ﬁi@n,gﬂﬁ?e added to the Depaxtment--

of Physiéalrﬁducatiqh. f ‘héiratifnal? behind the fc‘

o

organization was to have gover rpment fo,c'alé dirngtly

responsible for the promotion of these aspects of Sphrt, 5

and physlcql educatlon in the ;ountry, Iﬁ*that same year

A -

the Government alSO granted 6 m}l baht ($300 000) for
:the'co structl@n of an 1ndoor qymnaSLum at the National

Stadxum for the purpose of 1nter5cthl and public sports

- ! oF

competitxons 96 It was durlng this period too, that the

"

"Government ‘cafe to fully realjze Ehat desplte all the

“effort to produce as many physical educatlon teache&s as

. shey pOSSlbly could, many schools were still without these

speciaii;edvteachers.. The Mlnxstry of Education acCordlngly

#
4 -
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proposed that the Teacher Training Department dnelude:
physical education into all teachers' training curricula so
that cvery teacher would be able to f("x;,i(fh some activiticos
X L . 97
In physical ¢ducation.

The dmportapce of school physical cducation could
not be over-~emphanized among the cducation admipistrators

-~

. : | .
in the country. Many ways and means wore doeviseed to upgrade
the profession and to produce a sufficiont number of },.c,“:x(‘l'wr,‘i

in this ficld to service all of the schools. The Department

)
of Physical Educa 'ﬁn agreed to:cooperate with the Faculty
\ 5
of Fducation of Chulalongkorn University to develop a '

A

physical education degree programme by 1959 so as to assist

MATTONAL FDUQAT ON ACT OF 1960 | N

After the 1958 coup dec'ftat, a committee was

éstablisﬁéd to modify the ﬁducatiOﬂal §ChemIL but this

commlttce was later replaced by the Natlonal qucat 100

~

Counc11. The new @ducatlonal schomo wa% issued an fimpléﬁ

mented in 1960. ¥ 1t was the fourth Narlonal qucatlon

Scheme sigce the 1932 revolutlon cn \*’:;Ja

» - <
¢ ' g BRI}

] . 4

N
1




» . .
Soheme oalled for curricular changes for all schdpols ot ol
levels except kindergarten, and a greater emphasid
on the physical, soclial, as QA{ as c¢motional development
A

of the students . 101 The objectives of the curriculdm for

was put
™~

physical education were as follows:

a. To develop in every child a fine deqree of
physical and mental health,

b. To play and work cooperatively with one another,
folldw all ,the rules and regulations and to know the
other person's rights.and to respect them;

-.To learn to use lelsure time properlys for the
qgreater benefits to thelr minds and bodies.

di To establish themselves as worthy members of the
commuhlty, to learn their respﬁnsibllities in the P

el .
prevention and cure of diseases and accidents.102
At the kindergarten level ‘there were no systématic
programnes of physical education prescribed to them. However,

in the process of a day at school simplé'activitiés would: be
H ‘ : B B

diven to the students These activities were for the most

"included such things as singing games, folk games and soie

simple relays, HCWéTéf, new activities such as) imitating

animal, 1life and some baslc skllls of’ tunnlnq, throwing,

3

A1k 103
walking, Jumplnq were added to the new curriculum of 1960. 1
! . 7 ) ) C

; At the lower eléméntary Schools levéi, which com- -

~

prised the Tirst four years of education, thfee hours a week '

was allotted to health and physical gducatlon.104 This .
equal&gthe number of hours requlged In mathematlbﬁ eIeMEn—'
tar§is¢iences and art edu;ation: :Oﬁly the /Thai léngugge 4
and soCial’studiegnwererallqtted’méxé lésson ﬁﬁme-los'*The‘:

Y



o

schools were allowed the freedom to make their own arrange-
ment and schedule of instruct 1(;‘11 and may teach one hour of
health education and two hours of physical education in a
week or vice versa.  They were also empowered to further

subdivide the hour into half-hour perlods. The initftative

’
,

was left to school administrators.and physical education

teachers to arrange in the fofJ/; which they deemed most
suitable. The activities taught at the lower elementary

level comprised the lower organization games, simple
. ~
rhythmic activities, calisthenics, lead up games and relay,
"

s 7

races .,

While the lower elementary students were fortunate

to have been allowed to malntaln three hours per %@e Qf

h%a}th and ﬁpyﬁical education, the upper elementaty scho@l

which is a continuation of the lower ele entary'gchocl hpd
uled for only two hours, LO8 At this f%fel Of

Q;\
e

been Séh
?%uay m@ré;émphasis was plaééa on mathematics, Thai 1ahquage :
o Y, :

and'socialzstudiésq English lanquage re 1ved three or
flve hours, Whi.le eight OT jlgé hO&fE ,would be devoted to
~handlcraft educatioﬁ w &*at/faé elg@t hours of handlcr@ft

I“

educatlon 1f there were thrae houfs’of Engllsh, and ‘it

would be redUCed to six hours iffthere were five hours of
"Engllsh.107 The headmasters or the prlnc;pals pf the sohools

L
had the prerogative to schedule the best yay they saw flt

»

. ’
¥

~ fThe physical education curriculum for the upéér

[}

elementary stﬁdentsvhontained such actiyities as lead up
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q

games, rhythmic aCtivities, and calisthenics.  Some of the
track and ficld activitics taught at this léevel included

sprints

r

relays, broad-jump, high-jump, low hurdling,
Javelin throw and shot sputting. - Students were also intro-
Aucvd for the first time to such sports as basketball,

netbhall, deck-tennds, table-tennis, badminton, and the

o _ 108 . :

nat tonal game of takraw, Soceor was also bolng played in

many schools by the ohildren at this age.  Includedsin the

adrriculum are some sSimple Svlfﬁgﬂﬁ(jﬂﬂ awtivitivﬁ such as
ih ,:"!

a varicty of g¥mnastic rolts, tho hand spring, head spring,

ol

rope olimbing, ladder climbing and swimming, In‘the, earlier
i - ¢ ! N

- ) N

Education Acts there were less in the-varieties of activi-
A , . I is i F 3

thes, and many of ‘the activities were also wf traditional

P &

M‘

typcs, such as; bigyc]jﬁq; low org

anlzed qroup games, tree-~
- 109
alimbing,and athletics. S G

I\tthf lower fﬂ:f’?\]ﬁf}f 1i”'V<;1 . which tho
Nat ipnal Tducation ACt of 1960 lasts for threa yoars,
L)

students must choose to follow either the general subjects

‘channel alona or those whi%ﬁ in€lude vocational courses.
) ' y

The gcneralgpubjcct students arc riqulred to study two hours

of health ‘and physlcal PdULdLlun per week, but only one hcur

per week of these sub)ccts 1s required among those in the

vocational stream.: Rhythmic dctlvltles, balanc1ng activi-

¢

ties, pesture exerCise, callsthenlcs and folkbdanc1ng con-~
A r ’

'!tlnue to be taught ‘at this level Apparatus gymnastlc

\

actlvrtles contlnue to. be lncluded in the currlculum.

= -
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l

» Furthermore, highly organized sports which demand skills}are

»

Qmphﬁsized here. Soccer, rugby football, basketball,

gw‘hmdnq, badmiinn and valleyball are all included in the

'3

programme as well as track and fileld activities.

4

The interschool competitions are given a great deal
of emphasis at the secondary level. The Government has also
expressed its concern over the dack of facilities ahd has

‘ndicqted that it recognizes the need to construct more’
‘ ’ N

sports stadiums in the suburbs of Bangkok as well as in the

provinces, with a.view to encwufaqinq physical education

and sp@rﬁs among the student population and the public.llc
¥ Insofar as the '1960 curriculum of physical-education for
> ~

both elementqry and secondary school students is concerned,

‘attempts have been made to provide the kind of facilit

T N

ﬁ“"ﬂéééssary:té accoﬁmodaté the programme of studies. Although

faéilitiés:ééulagﬁét be improved in all the schools within

. . R o 7 - 7 o
the country many major facilities have been copstructed:at
the National Stadium. A standard size, 5é-m8ter, swimpming

pool with a divinq area, under construction since 1961, was
cdmpleted in 1963.111, This enabled many studenfsvtd 1earn
how to swim correctly for/th& first tine in the hlstory of ?

5 r . .

‘*physxcal eduaatlon programmes

: ‘.i\ \

it

. , ' ; T
’\ . l )
Box1ng Wag offic1a11y dlsc@uraged within the nhy51cal .

3

educatlon scene for the first tlme An, 1960.3 Many studentsg
whﬁ?are stzll 1nterested in this branch ‘of sporp have been

WNJ ! L
. °adv1sed to- pursue the actlvity outsié% of school hours. -

vt
]

T B A | ‘ '3  T *
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within the Amateur Boxing Association of Thai]and_llz Ot tieer

activities whiv&;\ have‘ been presaribed in the curriculum such
as rugby footb?ll, swimming and apparatus gymnastics have
not: been developed in many schools within the country owing
to azlack of facilities, space, as well as financial

support from the Government .

As of 1960 every student was required to pay a fixed

annua} fee cspecially earmarked for physicalﬁeducationAlJB

A

Ehis dractice had been followed on an intermitt%nt_basis

since 1917.and the monies/had been éiven over .to ". . . the
y o s i

up-keep of the libraryiand A Sporps’a@c©unts.“l%4\ Fr6m
196% onward the practice becamc more flrm1§ establlshcd aid

e

a sum of Baht 10 has been collected fro& gavh %tUdPﬂt at E
the outset of each academic year. Although thgse moples

Q

were ﬁuppéqed to be divided equally forx 'the up-kgep of the. -

thé'ﬁpért Guﬂtﬁ often times school

[o7)

schoo library an

,~ﬂ

- R i

aimed that the bCkG 1 needed . the money for

‘H\

aamlﬁistfatéfs (o)

many activities, such as productlén of a play at the. end of

s&hool tetm, and the mcnéy had to be further subdivlded

acoordlnqu.115

'_Health and physical education is not required beyond
. | B R

éhe"tehtﬁ grade or the upper’ secondary school.- .The main . |

\
thelr academlg studies in prEParathn for higher edptatlon

4

'reason stlpuiated was to allow students to’ concentrate%m

"at the college\or unlversity 1evel Many of the students

sti,I‘pursue theln‘phyqlcal activities outsldewof school -
n - i o o . \



hours, cone aspect. of which was organized interscholnstic
competitionsa. This was true especially at the college and

university levels.,
#,

PR N

Theré was reason for optimism relathwe to the develop-
LA

-~

ment of physical education in Thailand as a result of the
announcement. of the .Nat“i()r'xal Scheme of Education of 1960.
First and foremost was the re-establishment of'comgreﬁensiVF

schools iﬁ the country with the aid from the Canadian

-

Government . The revival of the comprehensive school was to

establjsh the type of institution whereby students would be
able to pursue courées suited L 35 their own aptirudos and g
inclinations, both qeneral agademlg as well as Vogatxonal

‘educatlonr The deta%}s of this have already/been dealt T

wlth in the early part of this chapter. The’ pf%henslve:
':sohool projéot ‘was not lncluded in the 1’ C %a onal Scheme:i
: , R . ]
because of its expmriméntal ﬁature 7 Butiﬁhé main purpose.
" "o - 3 : |

: L A
@f the oomprohenilve school was to enoouraqe more vocat onal ‘

/;ralninq Aas the edueatlon system in Thalland has been,/iﬁ

LY

theﬁﬁast tapped as preparatlon for whltemcollaxhwmrk and

K

vocational training had been re;égated to a,Li

This new type of school was respon51ble for,

X

secondary 1evel andxthe fArst threé years of seco

’ /

edncgtlon, which stude%&s could use as a- verminatlon point.

- [y . ¢ f
B 4

Among the COmpulsory SubjectF to be: studled by alﬂ

’ _'.,,‘, . s

H

13

, whlch had a tlme allotment of three hours per week compared

LT F A ’ . 5 .. @

S

stﬁﬁonts at tpe comprehen51ve sdﬂ%ols was Jhy31cal educatlon :



with two hours perrweek required of students of lower
«secondary level of the other general or vocational institu-
. . . ; . !
tions.  Furt h(*rmorf;, in the  second year (M.S.2) st udents

were introduced to academic electives for the first time
. B 4’ ; 9 AY '
and physical education was indluded as an academic elective

-

. A .
wh}ch requlred two ”lmur“qs per week of study. In the third

4
r

and final year (M.5.3) physical education was also included

as an academic elective with the same time allotment as for
v " bl -
he "second year. Thus apny student of the second or third

year copld emroll in physical edugation as an elective and

would gdin two hours of instruction ~over and above the

H

B A x - | :
required thrée hours prescribed for the week. FExaminatipns

were algo required of the subject.

» L q e
5

'I‘hr« Iath&C behind the Offérlﬂq of the Ple‘cflvr

,subjﬁcts 50" early, in the eduéation proces

studentﬁ tﬁrmlnated thelr educatlon at the c@mplctl@n of the
V‘ -

0

was that many

fiéwer secondary level (M.S. 3) and the elective system sexvec

= A

firstiy,%té help str Eﬁqthvn the. background of

118 : ; ’ i

. 4
]

A ; , " )
The other encouraging note during this same period
was the active role of the ‘Ministry, of Education which had

v

during the year 19@6—1961,fset up a conference of thq‘

Regional Educdtion Development Project:including Higher



Education (REDPHE), as has been mentioned earlier in this

chapter.  This was launched in 1958 to discuss problems
' ! ’ K]

.
regarding education organization in cach of the 12 educa-

: . 119 : .
tional regions, An ceducational” development centre was

opeped dn evyty region as g result of the conferenca,  Each

centre had two permanent committecs: an execut ive committ ee

; . . 120 ° : .
and an advisory committec, The oXecut ive commitiecs had

as 1ts chalrman the Bducation Inspector whose responsi-

i

bilitics . included the carrying out of Ffescarch on measures

to solve prﬁb]nmﬁ,roqnfdinq rural eduoacation. This included
-~ . =
thao 111\prov<-m< nt ()f teachor Ex acade ( ¢ knowledge, improvement

of standard of fhﬁ*%ChUﬂ]ﬁ, students' health and all round

edpcational developmont of the region. £
| . ‘ )

) The advisory committee consiated of the qOVvVarnor
‘ - .

of every province in the region, the Mavors, representatives
- S '
1

of the Town C@Uﬂéilx and education officers., This committee

nsible for making suggestions reqgar dlnq education-

l =
ar

al orgapization and fﬂcilitiés for Gducatlonal d?VUjopmv t,

two

tignawith
which previously it had not been, able to obtain or had been

~obtaining on a limited lscale. Matters pertaining to such
i%sues as teachers' tfaﬁﬂiﬁqiitéééhéfsi welfare (particu~ .

4 A

larly in the remote-areas), and curriculum planning were S
most essential to the development of cducation in the

country. In the case of physical education the isgue

k! : ) - "
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t?'()'rj(?;‘;;r‘r’liﬁq curriculum planning was a very sensitive area,
'I"h’c;;jjrnp;("xvv(i communication brought abaut by the establish-
ment of.these committeos helped to overcome many of thesec
problems. In the past, owing to the centralization of the
administrativerwork of‘the Ministry of Rducation in Thailand,
and the absence of the said committees” in those 12 educa-
tional reqglons, there was a great lack of coordination bet -
ween the Mini.‘itrry and the provinces. Many times néw
curricula were drawn up %y the Miﬁistr{"which could not be
followed by.ﬁchools in the provinces, either owing to’the
lack of facilities or personnel. Physical education in the
provinces was qreatly affected by this lack of awareness on
the part of the administrators of the Ministny. Many‘of;the
activities included in the curriculum such as; swimming and
athletics were évenﬁimpéssible for many éého&ls in.Banqkék
té f@lloﬁ, let alone the provincial schools. chever( with
the ésﬁablishﬁént of these two committees in each of the 12
educational régiensi various exfsting conditions were made

known to the Ministry prior to any changes in the curriculum

" which would affect all schools in the country,

Thus, during the pﬁrioafof 1932”1§?%%théfé weté'four
Nationa} Education Acts in Thailand. These were passed in
1932, 1936, 1951 and 1960 respectively. After the sucéessi-
ful revolutipﬁ in 1932 the People's ?a}ty decided that

e&ucation would be the best preparation for full democracy

for the people of Thailand. Frém the 1932 National Education



,P\\
. - . . ) )
Act, physical education was included as obne of the throc
mg jor :areas of studies, and it was retained in all’tha suh-
sequent. Acts,.  Physical education was intrﬁduceﬁ;intn t he

Thai oducatios »ootan for the first time io 1898 by King .

Chuia]ﬂnqkmrn, who was greatly influenced by what he éfw in

Burope dur i.ﬁ(‘i*l‘liﬁ tour in the previous year. The King was

A N N " . » * -
also respohsible for introducing some Western sports to the

] ﬁn,
I L

~

Country. . .
. »
However, evepn though faced with the need to provide
adequate schools to aCCDmmOdaﬁﬁ the compulsory priﬂgry=
education legislation of léZl, the Cévérnméﬂt éfiﬁﬁ[tﬁ
) : ,
support physical education proqfammes in the country as well
as it coudd, after all it is one of the ma’jor aroaﬁ’ﬁf
studies which thé'chernment ﬁad included in all of the
National Eéucation Acts_ Also, owing to the lack of under-

standin’ an the people's >art ~the development Gf:*hjs cal
g al p P ’ P Phy

education in Thailand has been slow,

-~

SCHOOL SPORYS
7 School sports in Thailand arose out of physical

education programmes which in turn were: introduced to the
country by K%hg Chulalongkorn iﬁﬁ1898, During tﬂis ér&'
fpopular'spprts suéh as soccer, boxing, tennis and rugby
football were introdﬁééd to students of the Royal School.:!
The king 4lso imported three Oxford Blues (rugby football

“and soccer)“in 1900 to join the teaching staff of the Royal
. ' AT i .



”

t

<Sr‘h(ml or King's College. They were Messrs. Philips, .

5
) - 1 =N

121 . 2 ; .
Halloway, and Span. The: trio ware later Joined by s
. i “h

. 4

another Oxford man, a double Blue this time, pamed Colby
i (I |
' @ ( S
who later was regarded as Father of Association Foothall inak
Ve N '
12 .

I 3 2‘) - H 3 H 2 .
I'hailand. As time passed these sporting activities were

\
)

madde acceasible to the general public and weare played on the

. 1213 L .
Pramane Ground.  ” Later, somu of these sports were intro-

duced into secondary schools such as Suan Kulagk, Ban Somdech,

Wat Kaeo Fah lLang and Wat Benchamaborpitr which Had been set,
ap by King Vajiravudll for sons of GCovernment officials. l'wge;'

These schools also had a nominal charqge for ﬁé@\upkeep of
g s -
]
i 124
th¥ sports programmes ? ' . b

«

ther sports such as jiujitsu or judo and gymnastics

.

jel)
e

wore introduced

Y aristocrats or members of" the royal

fagxily who had been sent abroad to study. These activities

were first introduced to the students of the above~mentioned

AR L

A

schools. There was no doubt but that the activities

jiﬁjitsu and qymﬁéstiés, caught,_ the im%%ination of the

young students as;rékﬁtédzin the annual report on the work

F

of the Ministry of Education in 1917.

Instruction in the Science and Art of jiujitsu
has been introduced during this year and under the
encouragement and superintendence of a very capable
amateur has become very popular. It has taken firm
root in eight schools. There can be no question
that jiujitsu has a very marked educational as well -
as practical valge to Siam. It teaches the boys to
control their tempers and to take defeat when it
is unavoidable 'in a sportsmanlike and philosophic
way. 'Siamese boys in-general being light and duick
do remarkably well at the game as in gymnastics
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generally and are a credit to.their professor, His
Serene Highness Mom Chao Vipulya, to whom the
Department is particularly indebted for his

initiative and anLaqaous enthusiasm . . . . In
December every year there is a~oompet1t10n in
jwujitsu and gymnastics. His Excellency Chao

Phya Vongsa Nupbrabadh has given a cup for-
gymnastics to be won by the school whose team of
6 scores most points; the cup to become the
absolute property of any school winning it three

times . . . . There are in addition cups presented
for competition at the Annual Sports.125°
«

Jiujitsu and gymnastics wére also included into the
3 . &

physical training programmes but only a few schools were able

-

tow give instructions owinq to a lgck of chilitieé and
iﬁﬁtructmrs. buring the early stages of the development of
sport and physical education in the country the Ministry of
Education was a%f@ given jurisdiction over ;11 inter;scﬁoolsr

contests., Initilally only a few schools were able to take
: |
part }n such events primarily due to insufficient funding,

) - . " 126
as a result the popularization of these sports-was slow;'2

In otder to promota Spomts among the student bbdy
the physical education teachers' tralnlng programmes , were

txpandeﬂ in 1919 thereby ensutlng that sports would be

taught in the rurals as well as in the cit1é5i127* New
activities courses were added to the training programmes.
Wwi . Al . : ) \ = 4

Also in 1918 His Excellency Mom Chao Vibul Swasdiwong, who
had arrived from Englaqd“where he: had completed his studies,.

introduced judo an%xfencing to students at the tragning

ko)
’school 128 He wag outstanding in both these activ1t1es and

personally*saw to it that they weré added to ‘the training

— -

¥ o



pProgrammes .

Sports did receive substantial promotion from the

educational leaders during the early development, but the
. Vi L ' .
main impetus secemed to come from either the king personally

O from members of the royal families or aristocrats. The

- N

government began playing a significant role as early as 1933,
a yea} after the country's first revolution, when it establish-

ed a Departhent of:Physical Education within the Ministry of

129

FEducation.’ Interscholastic programmes among the students

Ry

of Bangkok and Thonburi were also under the department's

responsibiljtyalBO Since most schools had neither their own

gymnasium nor a suitable playing field, the department
assisted them in#providinq;playinq facilities at the National

Stadium, The inteFSCboléstic proqramme%, Whiéh:béqaﬂ in,
1934, prévidéé opportunities for’all year round competitions
in many sports?notable ;monq them soccer, basXetball, volley-
ball, badminton, béxi;q, judo, track and fiélé‘activitiés.

%very November a trqckjind field day is held for all schools

3

in Bangkok and Thonburi at the National Stadium, It has
Become the biggest sports event of the yearrfcr students and
one in which the klng of Thailand has tradltlonally preslded

over on'the openlng day.131 , & -

fa

In.order to involve even‘thé junior §rades of the

“

secondary schools and to ensure. a fair contest, the depift~

&
ment divided all competltlons e;th\p into junior and senlor

a

classes or 1nto_age groups: 10~12 years, 12-14 years,



AU ' 7 96"

1

14-16 years, 16-18 yéafs, and 18-20 years. The age group
is specifically applied to the track and fi%ii events, rRules

?nd requlations for the interscholastic competitions appeared -

for the first time in 1937 to ensure fairness to all students

132
and to all schools. ] > The number of schools and students

involved in the interscholastic competitions increased and
A
]

+
by 1938 some of the schools from other provinces such as

Chachoengsao, Ayudthya, Lopburi and Supunburi, had joined

those of Bangkok and Thonburi 127

The year 1941 marked the first occasion on which

the annual schools track and field Competitions were held

on standardized grounds. Prior to this 1t was held on plain

playing fields. ‘h?cordinqu, the old records were put

. . . . ) \ . 134
aside and new standardized records were képt,l

f , o
Thus, only schools which were either close to
métropofitén,Bahqkékror which could afford financially sent |

their students to ;ompété in the capital city othei&ise many /

of the provincial schools were left to organize their own

4 »

interschcigﬁtiéfépérté competition. -In 1940 the Ministry

éf EdUéatiOﬁ, aétiﬁé %hrcuqh the Department of Physical

Educatiqﬂ, began to subsidize all(of the provincial schools
o ‘ .

with funds "and facilities in order to promote sports and

physical education in all educdtion institutions in

,':.“"'Thailand.135

The‘interschOlastic\sports competitions throughout

¥
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the fountry came to a -halt in 1944 and 1945 owing to the
o o . : ! , 136
situation within} the country during World War IT. On the

9th December, 1941, one regiments of Japanese Armed Forces

marched into the National Stadium and requested its use as
by

’ . A
shelter during the Japanese occupation in Tha igand . Per-
¢ i
LY f -
sonnel of the Department of Physi C‘F 1 Education bad 30 minutes

'within which to move out. Ne¢’5dlessrt(> say, when the Depart-
{

ment finally moved back to the National Stadium toward the

end of 1945 it found the destruction of many valuable

D , 13
facilities and documents ,l / -

8
In 1945, the Department decided that in order to

promote sports participation amonq\students and the general
public it was necessary to allow the public to" become more
involved with the responsibilities of arranging and pro-

. 1: . . . s J .
moting sports_lBS Accordingly, the existing sports assoclar

tion such és the Associated Football Association, and Rugby

9]

Fé@tga11335561iati®ﬂ were charged with the responsibility

of organizing schools compétiéions as well as clubs competi~
ti@ﬁsiizFéf itsipart, the EepartméntzWould be TESpOﬂSiblé
for all CthéfQSPOrt?:WhiCh had ﬁo supporting bodies and to
coordinateiwiéh all the spcrtsTassociationé for the "use of -
facilitiesi This programme was able to get underway
im&ediétély in 1945 with assistgnce from both of the asso-~

ciations which had been mentioneéd. Thus, as soOn as peace

; y ‘
came to the country the Department set -forth to organize and’

N -.

promote sports to be played in the cbuntry once agaih. More

P
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i . s b ’ - -

money.from the annual budget .was set aside to adsist the |

provinces financially as well as technically so that they
. > 4

139

micght have thelr own p!ayinq fields. Some provincestdrew

ppon their own finamtial resources and through fund raising

-

, S ‘ . .
campaigns were able to construct a standard size stadium

with a basic 400 meter track, a soccer fileld and minimal

.
seatinc 4
N N ,] - s

Ao

As far as girls' interscholastic sports competi-
A
tions were concerned few activities had ever been organized
for them. In many schools phyéicgl educatioarclasses pro-
vide girls with their only opportunity for éﬁysical

zactivities.léo‘ Not all schools uniformly provided a regular

proqr?%ﬁe'bué mdst did. The other majof aﬁfivity scheduled
for girls was the annual track and field competitions. ‘

P
.Besides these there were occasional CompetI;iOﬂS’héld in -
Eétball, basketball and volleyballﬁ But overall sports-
competitiong among the girls Bgvy began its rise in the late
1950's owinq to the fact that they were reluctant to take

new culture anq customs from the west and to enjoy the same - -

143 There was one étivmty(xsich

freedoms as the men did.
has been very popular among the female students populatlon S
in the country since 1922. This was the Junior Red Cross
VProg:amme. Thus, in the past the physical education periods
were 6ftgn“dev0ted¥£orthese activities whgxeby the girls

trained in some humanitarian services to be of help to the

c6untry wven célled‘upon.
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School sports havehdeQEloped extensively in
Thailand SinC811898 and there are severgl factors which con-
tributed to this success. The steady encouragement from the
government in-the formsiof funds and,facilitie; insoirod the
gradual inoreaso in quantity and quality’of performance.
Greater assisﬁonce from the government is:still sought in
Order to bring the general standard of school sport to great-
er réspectability. The genuine interest in sports demon-~
. )
strated by the previous and present Thai rulers isxanotgé?
influencing factor in the development of school sports. The
mechanization of sports in Thailand starte@l from royalty and
aristocrats and was passed down to the laymen. The coveraget)
afforded to school sports by the many newspapers in Bangkok

helped to raise the popularlty of 3ports among the student

population.

”

The industrial and economic growth in Thailand in
the 1950's caused some changes 'in the way of life' of many

of the Thai people --— the process of urbanization was
] o
rdeveloping at a steady rate, accessibility to the rural areas

was lmprovlng owing to .the progress in technology and

communlcatlon. The main cause responslble for the indus-

trial and economic boom in the éﬁuntry at this time was the

143

Korea War in 1952r1953 It resulted in a great increase

1

. in the demand for Thal products in the forelgn market,

 Yparticu1arly rice, rubber and tin.‘ Economlc development,'

. LS
4
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, N =
- * : , 2 F
industrialization, and technological adv%nti also brought
‘ ¢

changes in patterns of leisure aiﬁzrecreati} for .many
‘ SV N

.
people, especially in the urban areas. The detqilé will be

. N ) ‘ »
discussed in Chapter V. ¥

¢

[y
-~

N\

The rise of the military  after qpé 1957 bloodless

’

revolution staged by General Sarit Dhanarat, and the pol-.

&£

itical development in the country ip’hh€r1950'é to mid
1960's saw a great deal of promotion in fhe country by the
ﬂilitéry_qovernments.l44 For instance,.in 1951 the Thai
tgam'barticipated in an inpernational competition for ﬁhe i

first time at the First Asian Games held in New Delhi . The

A}

following year a team was sent to the Olympic Games in

Helsinki. 1In 1959 Thailand was host of”tﬁe First Scuth East
ki . ;

Asian Peninsular Games held in Bangkok. During the said
period, many new amateur sports associations came, into

existence. Furthermore, a government-control Sports 577,

kY

‘Promotion Organization of Thailand was established in 1964

withrthe pgimary objective of promoting sports throughout[ff'

the country. fOnce ag@in the details of these developments

will be discussedjin the:follcwing chapters.v Finally, the

Westérnizaffon of the countfy has alsb increased the degree

. 'of -sports involvement,among‘éhg'studgnts,pf Bangkbk in both

SN 145 °
primary and 'secondary schools.” "~
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UNIVERSITY SPORTS -~

While ghere has been little emphasis dn’physical

2

education at this 19361 sport was promoted wldely at the

&

Coll?ge and University™ Ié&gl Conseguently, a sports club
struGgture exists in all ;ﬂbtltutes of higher learning. The

sports club was under the direction of the Students' Union

&

Association whose executive members were all studentsﬁ' They

had the power to direct the funds to all the sporting:hnitsr
appropriately be in soccer, rugby football, badminton or

.

takraw. The funds necessary for the operating of spogxts A

programmes derive from the annual fees charged to all
students. - , o :h

g 3
B -
-~

The first officiél interqollegiate sports compe-

‘

tition organized by the Department of Physmcal Education
came in l94§;1% Basketball track and fleld were the two

main events in the first competltion.m But prior to that, in
;}943 students of glve unlversitles orQanxzed a series P ¥
\

rugby football Qompetlthns‘for a trophy put up by the

erepartment of ghyalgal Educatloh.l 1 The teams were A
'Chulﬁlongkorn Univeisity, Thamma;at Univefsity, Kasetsar%; f

i

. Unlveasity, the Medxcal Sciences University,. and the Naval

- Academy " On thls OCha51on 1t was jpxntly won by Chulalong—

:korn and the Naval Academy who finished with the scgre tled'

4

‘-3—3 in the fina{. Since thi§¥date rugby football and soccer

-

have received great interests among unlverslty students. One

s

note” of interest about the sports development ‘in the ?J“
. o o a ,r;:"



in 1933.

r

[y

i

A
1nstrucﬁ10ns on how to play games. One other lmportant

§ . . ‘ 102

universitics took place d{xrimj the Second World War when a

I“uqby(fﬁ()()t,hall' matah hut,wum«thz? Thammasat University XV and
b

the Prisoners-of-War XV was arranged at the Thammasat

. . ; L lag
University under thessupervdsion of the Japanese troops,
B . N ’
There was no record of The outcome of that matcoh.
x
“Undversity sports hiwe developed rapidly since

1943, New sports have bHeen Added to the origipal activities

Ao

and a fricudly rivalry hzm\‘hoon (klve](’t&d capecilally between

) [T ] s . ‘ . -
Chulalongkorn and Thammasat Upiversities, An anhual soccer
match held in mid-Decembar botween these two upiversities

draw® large crowds,sand is graced by the presepac

king and members of his royal family, One major

uni#ersity sSpor e 'is that it has never failed to Qruduce
o

outstanding ath]etes for the national teams in varidus

» o

sports such as soccer, rugby football, baﬁketballf vol y ryball
and table tennis . '

a

"DEPARIM :NT‘ OF" PHY:;J:CAL EEUCATTON’

St

Wlth the:lncluqicn of phyeleal edueatlcn in the
Natlonal Educatlon Act of 1932 Lhe Department of Physical

Educatlon was ‘%tabllshed under the Mlnlstry Of Education

150 at a very early stage the Department was

résp0n81blt for draftlng a physlcal education syllabgé for

studenﬁs in alI’elementary and secondary schools to follow.
* .

Furthermore, the‘rules of 5porz\?and games were tqQ be

"translated, 1ntcrpreted and publlshcd aléﬂg WLth the

n
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function of the department was to promote sports which could

be played by the general public. This marked the first

occasion that a qovernment' agency was set up to be respon-

sible for.public sports., 151

In 1934 Navy Captain Luang Suphachalasal was
appointed ag the first Director General of the Department

[}
of Physical PFducation. During his administration he played

one of the most significant roles in the development of
sports and physlral ﬁducatiﬁn in. Thalland and came to bé

known as the -"Father of modern physlpal edunatlon of

i%?

Thailand” .~ Later. he was: named the Dep@ty Mihister of"

qucﬂti@ﬂi He believed-

hataSPOrts and physical education
oo £

had much educational e to offer to students, as he

stated:

In andient times every grown up man of the Thai
race was a warrior who.took up arms and laid down his
life for' the safety and independence of the nation.:
The art of physical culture and training and the
science of fighting were imparted to every youth along
with instructions in the three R's,. . . , A Lountry
or a nation, to be 1ndependent or progressive, needs
not only brains (mental and moral education) but
also a good physique (the advancement of national
health and physical culture)., K In its own way, and
in line with the changing tlmes, the Thai- nation
has always maintained its healty physique and
efficiency, and today, with new life implanted in
the nation by the establishment of a-democratic form
of government, Siam has become fully cognizant of the
importance of physical culture An her progressive
march to modern statehood. With renewed energy,
modern Siam is utilizing up-to—-date standards and
methods of physical culture and athletic activities
with a view to achieving the best possible benefit
for the mation. .'. . Siam has been one of the few
oriental countries which has been able to absorb
and adopt Western methods and her educational , :
institutions without confllctlng with her own ancient
civilization and cylture.l53



as of definite mechanism that aided in the de?éfépmént of a
)

nationallspirit and character.
Luang Suphachalasai's task was to improve physical
education at all levels and to plan for the development of
physical education training schools from which tfained
teachers could be sent throughout the country to take
responsibility for developing programmes in the schools as
well as in the Thai Armea Forces. The objective coincided
with thé‘rise of the military. dn the country'ét the time,
and the émphasiﬁiﬁifjﬁfdéVélOpméﬂt of physical éducatién
seemed Compiiméntar§ to the qovernmgqf's Heed. ~~ fitness

among the Armed Forces personnel . In 1934 there was only

one training school, which was known as “Ceptral School of
Physical Education.™ The numbér of graduates was not.
sufficient to meet the demands for qualified people and there

was great need for many more physical education teachers,

he plan to develop and,expand new ﬁhysiéal
f G s

education ‘training as well as acquiring a new bullding for

e

the Department of Physical Education was wellﬂsﬁpported by
i : ’

the governmént in 1936 as the Representative Assembly

allocated a government fund to the Ministry of Education

\ : 5
for their constructionA1 4

_the Nationdl Stadium, also known as "Suphach&lasai Stadium."

The inauguration was held on May 4, 1942 to commemorate the
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contribution 6f Luang Suphachalasai to the development of

Fl

sports and phﬁsical education in Thailand.

@
- o )

.

o s

Wiépgthe completion of the National Stadium in 1938

the annual $¢Haol “track dnd field competition>was held in

this nationa®l drena for the first time in the same year.155

s Fon
King Anandﬁam&h?do?, Rama VIIT, personally inaugurated the

annual scmbols%éthletics event. Since then all school sports

I u"‘ “ s

competltlons haye taken place at the Natibnal Stadium. It

G
has become the centre of all interscholastic compqt&tions

The Department of Physical Education had six
~divisions whose chiefs were directly responsible to the

- Director~General. They are; Office of the Secretary to the

5o

Department. Physlcal Education Promotion Dlvmslon, Sports

Divisicen, Boy Scouts Dlvlslon, Junior Red Cross Division,

and Stadium Division_ls§

Besides being respopsible for curriculum construc-
,

tion, schools and public sports, the Department began to 7 /

operate sporting facilities as the Government completed and /,

handed thém over. As recently as l966§the Department hadVQ
such facilitiés as: the National Stadium and two smaller
.stadiums, 3 gymnasiums, one Olympic pool and diving pool, a

shootlnq range, and a velodrome for bicycle racing, ugder

157

its responsibility. Furthermore, the Department also

supervised, controlled, and gave advice and direction to all

" schools in matters relating to Boy Scouting and the Junior

Red Crbs§u

<
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Owing to the great -support and promotion given to
sports and physical education by King Chulalongkorn, the

Ministry of Education (then Ministry of Public Instruction)

L

established an institution in 1909 called "pPhysical Training

Association”™ with a view to giving teachers advice on

physical education,158 But the first physical education
teachers' training school in the country was set up in 1913.
) ot :
It was known as the Central School of Physical Education.“l59
. ]

The school was located in a temple, Wat Rajburana,/and its

160

founder and first director 'was Luang, Chatepolsip. The

main objective of the instituti@n was to train teachers in

physical education who in turpn would be respc ble fOr,Eﬁé

physical and mental development of s€hool students, It was
generally believed among education leaders that physical

well~being cogld be obﬁaihed througﬁ'participat%on in spérts
ana physical education, mental Wéllwbeing and SPOftsmanShipir
,could alséibégébtained and learnt through physiéal'éauéatiéﬂr
:proqrammés,lél ' 2 - ’

In the early days of the Central School of Physical
Education, éhefé were ohl% two acéivityicourses: gymnastics
and Thai boxing, which the trﬁinﬁésnhad to follow. There

were no academic courses at_all. Later, two other activi-
: N S BRI
ties jiujitsu”orﬁjudo‘and international boxing, were added
) . iy ! ' ~
L B R Y
to’ the programme. - Ih the early stages of its development,

the‘tfaining programme was continually changing with the

[}
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addition of new activity courses. As any one sport in the

country became popular it was added 8 the training programme

. .
A /
~ , P o . ok s

at the College. This was done im order to assist in the s

.

popularization of sports in the country.

Activities added to the training programme were not
confined to sports only. In 1918 when Kind Vajiravudh

) . . N T
returned to Thailand from his studies in England he injtiated
¢ F

o . L 162
a new youth movement in the form of th7 Boy Scouts. )
Through the great influence of fhe movement at the time, the

subject of scouting was included in the physical education

: \;f

teachers' training programmes. It was thought that physical
‘activities such as camping, games, hiking, which were prac- !
“ticed among the scouts were applicable to physical éQucatioE

R _ ., N . . 7 ‘%@
tradnees too because of the similar objectivities. .
Most physical education tratinees during the early

period were general education teachers whose main ohjective
&

was to improve their teaching qualificati@ns The more

n{\

qualifications one had, the higher the saiary one received.

The National Teachers' Association also encouraged the

teachets and students to take advantage Qf the opportunity:
for additional education but-only a few aid‘ As physical

education was not popular among the general public the

.

objectives were not understood at this early stage of

™

development. Many 1ooked upon it as being a course of study

' which would not: necessarlly increase the teachers' salary

nor enhance his position with job opportun1t1es.lqg

%

However,

e
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while the pyogress with the general public might have been
alow, among educational administrators physical education

was held in high esteem., In order to make tﬁe general public
aware of the place of physical education in eaucation, a

committee was set up called the"Ministry of Education
164

A

Organizing Coemittee of Annual School Sports.” The ob~-
jectives of this organizing body were to promote and be res-
ponsigle for sports competitions among teachers and students
of the country. At the same time it was to demonstrate the
iﬁportsnce of physical edueation in the educational atmos-

phere to the general public to win their approval and thus

to speed its development .

With the arrival of the National Education -Scheme
of 1932 and the appointment of Navy Captain Lusné : .
Suphachaiasai as the Director éeneral of the Departmehtrof
Physical Education in 1934, the Centrel School of Physical
Education was transferred from the Ministry of Education's
jurlsdletlen to that of the Department The move was |
designed so concentrated efforts to produce more physicalz -,
education teachers would’be the direct responsiblllty of%thei
Department. The country was in need of. these specialized’
teachers, as the statistics showed in 1934 there were onf?
57 teachers graduated from the Central School of Phy51ca1
Education.;ég The Thai Armed Forees alse expressed the need
for qualified physical education instructors to &SSiSt them

r’i?}‘
in setting up fitness programmes. 166 ' :
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N .

One must bear in mind the world wide economic slump

especially in Southeast Asia in the 1930's. The national

1

awareness of these crises such as the depression and the two
world 'wars promoted physical education in many countries in
the worlkd. 1In 1933 Jesse F,. Williams of Boston, U.S.A.,
yrote'in,his article "Physical Education and the Depression”:

. Now I suppose the thesis that physicalgeducation
.has a responsibility for promoting morale. . . During
the war, physical education was called upon again and J
again to perform this vital service . . . I merely
Ny state that' we can contribute to an improved morale
~ . which is nothing more than the morale individual

men.and women. . . Anything more than a superficial
B examination of physical activities leads at once to ,
.~ the conviction that here are powerful weapons in the
construction of social attitude.l67

Whatever the motives might be for other c¢ountries, in
Thailand the development of physical education came through

the educational system as stated by the Government when it
: . ’
-~ came to power in 1932 and decided that education would be
L B

the best preparation for full democracy fo£ the people.

With the country in need of more physical education
teachers the Government, through the educational §&stem as
stated by the Government when it came to power in 1932 and

decidedrthat education would be the best preparation for

]

full democracy for the people. - o .

W
. .

. W . ™
With the country in neegiof more physical ed&ca-
tioglteachers_the Covernment; th;qugh Fhe RepreseptatiVe \g
Assembly, in‘193§ alloégted funds for the construction of '
a new‘physical'educatignftraining schopl. The new training

A



110

school was also known as "Central School of Physical
Education.” The first principal of the school was Mr. ;aqa
Thephasadin® Na Ayudthya who was renowned for his skills in
sword and pole-fighting. He remained with the Department
in various capacities for 24 years.168 Under his direction
revisions and addition of courses were made to the training
éurriculum to include more courses in both theory and
Practical areas. There were two main streams: compulsory
and non-compulsory. The compulsory units consigted of moral,
instruction, method of teaching, scouting, hygiene, first-aid,
Ccalisthenics, games, track apd field. Thé games section was
further subdivided into two groups of activitieé, for meéd and
women. The women's games comprised netball and volley ball,
while theimen's were basketball, soccer and takraw: The
nop-compulsory units'consisted of 4 activities:
Thai boxing and international style boxing:
;éwc%d and pole fighta*
Gymnastics, and
Jiujitsu or Judo.

Students who passed all the compulsory>subject§ were awaxded,

withAthird—class diplomas in physical education. Any
students who passed two of the four non-compulsory actLvi-
ties or all: four non»compulsofy activities were awarded

" second and first—class diplomas respectively.169

; With the completion‘of a new physical ‘education

training school‘building at the Department of Physical
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Education's premises in 1938, the training school was moved
A L}

z

from the original site to the new place and has remained
A

there since. The only occasion that the training school

had to move out of the premises was during the Japanese
occupation of the Department 's building. The interruption
lasted from 1941 to 1945. But the inconvenience did not
interrupt the training programmes. The training school was
moved into one of the“temple schools, Wat Borvoranives

Secondary School, and remained there till peace,cam%§$0 the

country once more in 1945.

In 1950 the administrétorsrof thé Central School
of Physical quratlon with personnel of the Department of
7Physlcal qucation agreed to modify the training programme
170

in order to'modernfze the dgeneral education curricula.
. 4

The duration for the training was extended to 5 years and

<

nly men would be accepted into the proérammé . There was

no reason q%ggn for the latter move. It wa§ d%g1ded that

the school would be run -on a boarding dorml&gxy baéla in order=

: s
aCkafzate the new policy of accepting at, - Ieaat,?3high

Q%school .graduates’ from each provinceﬁinto the traaalnq o
o

programme. 171 rhe goVernment had enV}ploned that & order

to deVélop sports and physical education throughout thef
country it was neceSSary to have these speélallzed teachers

in every prov1nce. As a result, two students from each’
‘ ) | )

province werevchoéen by government provindial officers, and

their expenses were ‘subsidized by the Governmént conditionall

to their return to teach in their own respegtive provinces./



The new training school was called, “"Physical Education

Teachers' Training School."

»
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The new curriculum for the training which came out

in 1950 included the following courses:

172

1. Education and Social Science

2. English Langﬁaqe

3. Thai Language

4. Supplementary subjects; a) Health Education

b) Personal Hygiene

A

05 Anatomy

d) Physiology

e) Kinesiology

f) Biology

g) Psychology’

5.. Physical Educ¢ation Subjects, Thai and

Modern Sports;

=
b)
c)
a)
e)
" f)

g)

;o
ok

block for many students as they failed to meet the required

standard previous;yrset‘byfthe S§chool. This'wastUebto the

ﬁquy

Soccer

‘Basketball

Volleyball

Swimming

Fencing

BoXiﬁg

h)

A)

3)

k)
1)

‘m)

Judo

Tennis
Badminton
Takréw
Table Tennis
Sword and Pole

Fighting

(A‘,,

”

,

The new training curriculum proved to be a stﬁﬁbling

-

Q/
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fact that/Fll the provinces had their own methods of choos-

ing theirjstudents, and some of the better students were not

173

pgent fogﬁthis needed‘éraining. Accordingly, new regu-

lathmuﬁfkm‘admission were established in 1954 in an effort

to assemble a better qualified group of students One of the .
new régulatlons required all prospective students to do
written and practlcal examlnatlons which were administered
by the Department of Phygsical Education. After these
examinatlons only the top students were selected for ad-
mieslon- The same bond still applled to all provincial

students, they must return -to teach -at their provinces after
: ”~

graduation. The school year of 1954 marked the first time
th@t'girls were accepted into a special training programme

at this School. It was a special one—year~programme whereby

the glrls were granted thlrd class dlplomas upon completlon

o

ofathe,tralning.
: o "m-r‘ ! : » ¥

iy i In 1954 the Mlnlstry of Education was determined to’

&

extend the teachers training programmes Consequently, a
Teacher Tralnlng Department was establlshed to be solely
respons;ble in this aspect’of educatlon in the country.l7@

”Prior to this the tra1n1ng of teachers were carried out by

f
the\pepartment of Secondaryvﬂducatlon, the Department of

-~

Vocat;onal Educatlonoand the Department of Phy31cal Educatan.
®,
There was a 1aek of coordination among these’ three depart— \

‘a‘ments aqdvas a result, the new department was establlshed.

Thus,?the Physical Educatlon Tralnlng School came 5nder the

. }l" ;w“ l. P > . '
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responsibility of the new Department of Teacher Training.
]

With the cessation of the training programmes of
the Physical Education Trééning School, the Department of
Physical Edqution requested a new teachers' training pro-
gramme which was granted by the Ministry of Education as the
buildings and facilities which had been Vaﬂated by the ’
students of Physical Educatlon.Teachegs Trklnlng School were
npot being used at‘all. On January lst;fYQSSiythe Co{lege of
Physical Education.wes established under&tﬁe direction of

Dr. Boonsom Martin, a practicing physician.175 The new

curriculum called for two types of programmes. The first_
progremme called for 4 yearS'ﬁraining for~all admitted,
students who had graduated ‘from grade 10 whlle the second
pProgramme requlreg 2 years training for all admitted pre-
university graduates, orilgade lz. At the end of their
training prograﬁmes a high dlploma in physical education was

awarded.

-

In the meantime the Department of T acher Trainlng
was -not prepared to be responsible for this specialized
'tralnlng, and Lequested that the Department of Physical

176 ‘BY 1958 the lack of

Education take over, which it did.
physical edqutlon teachers was still evident. Many of the
graduates taught 1n seqondary schools whic% resulted in a

great shortage of these teachers in the elementary schools.

. s . - ., ‘ M “ . /’ " . = "‘ . .
Accordingly, the Department of Physical Education . -
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decided there was a need for a Physical Education School to
train elementary school physical education and health

77 Prior #o this time physical education trainees

teacherg.l

were basically trained to teach at the upper elementary

and secondary levels. As a result of this need; the
~Palanamai School (Health and Physical Education Teachers' /
'aTraining chool) was created.l78 Grcduated students from

grade 10 we admitted to this progrcmme', Consequently,

with the creation of the. Palanamai School, the first programme

at the Colleqe of Physical Education was abolished. Together

the two schools, Palanamai and the College of Physical Educaﬁj

tion, offered a four, year Courserof study, two years at eqch

inscitution, aimed at educating the students in modern’

physical education thed&& and préctice. The curriculum

included acsociatedzor cognate subjects as well as %hosg in

f L F s

+ physical education in order that the . students might receive
v @ i
a well ~rounded educational background. Upon completicn of

-

the Tequlrement for graduation, the gtudents of Palanamgi

chool received a teaching certificate in physical educa-

tion. Those who complebed the work at the College of

‘,

Physical Education received a certificate in advancéf@

{99

physical educatlonpgf""L“

,—"/ i ‘ ' O ) ' B " < .
With these two instttutions the numbers of graduates

began.fg increase rapidly. The first group of graduates from
PaIanamai School in 1959 numbered 268, 195 men gnd 73 WOmen,

as well as 139 graduates from. the College of Physical
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Education, 117 men and 22 wdmen. This amounted to 407 in
total number. The increase was more than 400 per cent ,when

compared with the 85 graduates of the previous year from the

College of Physical Educatlon.\g9 Of 85 graduates, there
were 773 men and 12 women .
Mowever , this increase was shortlived. The number

of qféduatés‘frém both these institutions béqan to decline .

in 1960 as theré were fewetr students enrolling into the
. '/ - N ‘[
proqrammesﬂj,This may have been.due to the fact that in 1959
ﬂ' -

Chulalongkoran., Universlty began to offer a four year programme

d ]

leading ‘to a, dngree of Bachelor of Education with a major in
physical education. The tedoqn;tion awarded at the end of

the training could Mave influenced students to try for a
. ., -

#F i

place at this institution,  drawing them away from both the

LOlltgé of Physical Educatlcn and Palanamai  School, Further~

more, heing a university graduate, a person was more likely

m\

to get a placement for a job much quicker than 'a college
gr aduate, who, lﬂfturni would be regarded as having received

Vocational trainlnq and not much way of academic

éducatxcnﬁirThe pﬁﬁple‘s value of Wdiéatxon had not chanq ed

veix much and they still preferred generélfandﬂhctdeﬂic

! .
*éducatlon to other types mfwtralnlngplgo

—’4‘}

All in all, it:camé

to ‘the matter of status an& brestige in which case the

iUnlversity seemed- to be on a higher 1eve1.

- : f -

A ! i =
‘,

¢+ . The ﬂecllne in enrollment;at the College of Physlcal

3

)

Educatlon and Palanamai School ;ausé@ the admlnistratoxs to
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revise thelir progrémmés once more as the type of training at
both these institutinns,”whhch shared the premises at the

Nat ional S£adium, were very much the same, except for a few
academic courses. Plans were made tnrupqrade the College

of Physical Education to a four yéar traininq institution with
the granting of a degree of Bachelor of Physical Education.

In order to clear the way for this eventuality, the Palanamai
Schoél was abolished in 1967. Only the College of Physical
Education remained. All new students had toiéémplete ﬁheir
secondary educétimn, grade 12, had to successfully pass the
written and skill examination set by the Department of
Physical Education, the same procedure as in the past. However,
there were two routes that students were able to choose
elementary and seCOﬂdary teachers' trainihg, At the end of
the sag@nd year studnnts who wished to tegch in elcméntary
school could terminate their training, Othér?iserthey conr

tinued to the end of the four years and qualified as secon-

The physical equcation training schools have been

QﬁSiblé for many contributioms’ to the total welfare of

all the Thai students With contin?ed and qreater support
from: both the Governmeﬁt and the Uﬂneral public, ‘and with

greater 1nterest from the schoolQ and higher lnstltutlons
’ '
administrators the development of both Sports and physlcal

iy

education will become even more evident.



118

L Lt » .

‘FORFI(N INFLUENCES

SR

,A«,‘hﬂwyp o ’
O %% i ,” hees In the area of sports and physi-
j "' i '
L s 2

WL A . .
‘eapacitlie’s in the country. Some were diplomats,

SOMe wera bu51nessmen while some were teachers who had been
appointed by the king to teach the royal children at the

Royal School. These foreigner’s brought with them many of

1

the national sperts and pastimes such as soccer and tennis,
which they played amond themselves whenever oppo%tﬁ%ities
aroseAlsl The play usually took place on the Pramane Ground,
just outside the Royal Palace. All typee:of activities,

both Wesfern and traditional sports, were played on this

ground as it was the only playground in the city that was:inot

flooded during the rainy seasonalez Thus, Pramane Ground was

a sports centre at the turn of the century as observed by

Phya Gadadharabodi :

All kinds of games were played on the Pramane
Ground. And the king, on his way in and out of the
~Royal Palace must have been.surprised at. the energy
shown by the: savage farangs (Westernérs) of that
time, . . . A sidelight on the games played on the
Pramane Grourfd might be mentioned. When the king
or some important personage appeared anywhere near
the scene, the Royal Palace guard would blow his
whistle shrilly and all had to cease playing with
- [ everybody standing at attention. All this was very
+  nicé and loyal, but if you happen to be on the
-verge of shooting “a goal at football, or about to
“sink .a putt on which ‘your shirt depended, things ¢
‘were not so funny fat all, and you probablg had
black’ thoughts about the palace guards.l

But the klng too must have observed thé way in which these

I3

Westerners were actlvely engaged .in the sportlng activities,
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as he expresseéd the belief that games and sportsmanship, with
its give and take and esprit de corps, was;somethipq the

Thais, both rich and poor, could well leafnt184

But these foreigners wished £o play m§re sports and
to have a sports field of their own. Accordinqu,4in 1890
an Englishman by the name of Franklin Hurst addresséd a
letter to Krom Luang Thewawong Voraprakarn, Minister of
Fofeign Affairs, seeking permission to establish a race traék
and a sports field in Bangkokglas This permis§ion was
granted by King Chulalongkorn. The name Royal Bangkok
Sports Club appeared in 1901 when the lease on the grounds
was {eneﬁéd for the next 50 years. The Club was headed;by
a Russian named A.E. Oroloffsky who w;$;§ranted the Royal
Charter to rent the land for horse racing and sports pro-
m@tion.l86 The Club has been in existehqe'ever since.
Compétiﬁions in various sports bétweé;;éhe Club and the local
teams hawgfostermdgood rélationship between tﬁe groups, and

- many developments in sports have been observed 187 g

f%OWEVVéff' the establishmt;fxt of the 'Roya;l:i Bangkok
Sports Club was seen differently by Phya Gadadharabodi who
recounted it candidly on the diamond jubilee celebratjion on
September 6, 1961, He observed.

_ As I have already mentioned, the Royal ladles
were keen on bicycling. These fair penny farthingers
somehow objected to the smell of milk apd butter .of
the farangs, (Westerners) so His Majesty had to do
something drastic about such a serious matter. . .
So he selected a plot of land of over two hundred
rais in the then fashiondble but distant district of
Srapathum and presented it to the establighment of a
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{:.zn.slauun o} ‘Duynl  harter:

@ hulalonglzorn .

Somdc) Phra Paramintara Maha Chulalongkorn Phra Chula Chom Klao, the King
of Simm, wishcas to mnke known to all thosc who sce this charter that Monsieur Orol-
offsky and many othcrs among the Thai and foreign residents in the Capital City of
Bangkok have submitted a requcst for Royal approval for the cstablishment of a Club in
Bunghok for the purpose of improving the standard of horse breeding and various other
ficld sports. Hia Majcsty’s Roysl opinion being that such a Club would aslso help towards
promoting the prosperity and enhancing the beauty of Bangkok, Royal approval ls hereby
graciously given subjoct to the following conditions:—
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narnie Rap Kecerha Semononm Niungdheh

3 The A Whce oF il § Jub which has been degally rogiarired will be sliusted in Baogkok
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B4ch year of the present reign, & ‘
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Sports Club. A Royal Charter was drawn up and
promptly signed by His Majesty. 1In this way the
Royal Bangkok Sports Club was born, legally and
Mthoritatively, and the smell of milk and butter
was forever banished from the Pramane Ground.l188

Through the Sports Club many sports have developed
in the country. Horse racing was introduced to Thailand by
this Club. Other activities brought forth were squash,
tennis, rugby, soccer, and swimming. Today the Qlub offers
diverse Sports to enthusiasts as it had been King
Chulalongkorn's original intention. Thus, from these

Western influences modern sports were directed to the local

population.

1’oncern for physical education came to the fore in
1898 through King Chulalongkorn's initial introduction
during his State visit to Eurepe in 1897. Since then games

and sports and otherrphyﬁical activities hayve constituted

Lo

- physical education classes,. However, the direct influence

ythat physical education received came in 1950 when thd.._

The United States of America through its American Specialist
Programme of the United States’Department of State offered

the services of Professor Ralph Johnson, a specialist in

physical education, and Professor Charleé Mgrrill} a health

189 These two specialists assisted

A i .
the curriculum committee to revise and modify the training

{

education specialist.

.

programmeé at the training échoolﬁ Whén these tWO“ .

specialiéts returned to the United States, two more were -
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sent to Thailand. They were Professor Joseph Rodriquez and
Professor Harold Wells.lgo These two men continued with the
work of their predecessors and at the same titne studied ways

and means of developing an increasingly better programme for

the future development of physical education in Thailand.

Assistance came from Germany as well, when in 1954
the Government of thatacountry sent Mr. A. Richards to help
teaching Tests and Measurement in Physical Education to the
students of the Physical Education Teachers Training

Schools191

The Training School was further influenced by the
West.when Professor Charles Dailey of Oregon State Univer-
sity was sent to Thailand in 1957 as the first Fulbright

lecturer in physical;education.l92 At this time the tratn-

A

»

ing curriculum was further revised ang‘pore pﬁxsicéi
activities were includéd into the prbéramme. He personélly
taught basic skills of some “"American Sports", such as
baskétball gnd bcxingilg3 Professor Dailey also served as
advlsor to the Thailand Olympic Committee during his two

. Years stay in this country (1257-1959). At the Third Asian
Games hela.in 1958 in Tokyo, Japan, Professor Dailey coached

the Théi national basketball and boxing teams.

Mr. Domlngo Los Banos, a secondary school teacher
and coach from the Island .0f Oahu, Hawaii was the second

Fulbright ngfegéor to come to Thailand under the physical

194

~ education development programme. - He worked at  the



124

institutional level with physical education teacher trainees
for two years. During that time he coached as well as
lectured in some courses at the training school. When he
left in 1960 these men followed him to the task:

1961 Professor Roy Van Ness from Trenton State
College, New Jersey.

1962 Professor Paul Adams from Baldwin—Wallace
Célleqe, Ohio.

1963 Professoxr Wesley Ruff from Stanford University,
" Palo Alto, California.

1964 Professor Roman Gingerich from Goshen College,
Goshen, Indiana.

1965 Préfessor Norman Martinson . from Oregon State
University, Corvallis, Oregon.,

1966 Professor Charles Heilman from Drake University,
Des Moines, Iowa,195 -

There ‘was no doubt that these men, who had come to
assist the Thai Government in ﬁhe drive to develop sports
and physical education in Thailand, had great impact and aia
much to advance and upgrade these actiyities. They worked
in different cap5citieS, some worked at the natiopal depart~
mental ievel while othérs worked at the instituti%%al levél,
but all had enriched éports and thsical edqcation in the

country. i ’ ; -

Another group Of young men and women who had taken
o . - . \
their partd in the development of this branch of education

- ; ) .



were the Peace Corps volunteers. The programme began in
1962 when these young volunteers were sent from the United
States to help teach Paysical education in various oro-

) . . . . 196
vinces at various levels of institutions. Those sent out

to the provinces usually taught physical education to student

teachers. Some Nelped to conduct sports clinics for young

enthusiasts and potential athl( tos ., '

Those volunteers who were assigned to Bangkok
usually found themselves ¢ither ‘teaching students in the
physical education training schools or helping train athletes.
Some had the initiative to assist some sports associations
either in coaching or organizing competitions. Some trained
with athletes of the natlonal teams in sports and track %nd
field.

Finéllyﬁ there were the mission ary groups who have
been working among the Thai people for a very long time.
Somé;éroups havé started their own private SC£6615 for the
local péépié all over the COUﬁ%%yi Among the finési ones
are ASSUﬂ?ti@ngééll ege, of the Roman Catholics 5; Ba%qkék
Christién College, Wattana Wittaya Academy, Dara Wittaya
Academy, of the American Presbyterian Missioﬁ.{97 In the
study done by Indrapaan it was.found that the studénts of .

these Westernized institutions were more athletic and

sports~inclined than those of their peers in the Thai tradi-
198"

-

tional schools. This was due to the fact that the pro-

gresslve educational system emphasxzed more sports
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involvement among the students, and the physical education
programmes in the Westernized schools were organized to a
much hi?her degree for all of the students. Also during

this phéée of education students were introduced to a greater

variety of highly organized sports.199

All these stemmed
froq the fact that these.students had more contact with

people who had a more competitive sports orientation.

It is evident that the Westerners had been one of
the major influences in the development of sports and
physical education in Thailand. The fact that they were in
Thai%and, a strange country for them, did not dampen their
enthusiasm to be aCtivaly involved i@ sports as they had in
their homeland. The task to form a club, to find a suitable
mutual playing field was set forward and‘ﬁursued until the
goal was accomplished. They did not keep to themselves but
opénéd the door for local people to join them in their pur-
suit of physical activitieskzoo Competitions with the local
' teams were sc&qht after and thrgugh this act much under-
standing had been created. The foreiqnérsrset a 'high
standard in fheir pursuit of physical activities which has

been followed by the Thais.

Ip the realm of formal education the foreign
advisog} continued to set a high standagdiin their assist-
ance Sith thée training of student teachers at the Physical
Education'Teachers; Training Séhool. Often top7019mpic

performérs were used as examples to increase the interest

s ; B
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of trainees.20l New and more up-to-date methods of teaching
and training were tried to find thevbeSt possible way to
ach}eve max imum pérformance- Assistance héd been made in
the past to build up better facili}ies for training in the
country as well. As for the provincial areas, workshops had
been opened by the American personnel in the past'to keeb
them informed of the latest development in the field of
physical education.202 Needless to say _that through this
co-~éxistence and co—operatioQ sports and physical education

in Thailand have been greatly influenced by Westernecrs,

PROFESSTIONAL ASSOCIATION T, :

The Thai Association for Health, Physical Education
and Recreation (TAHPER) was. founded in 1964, 203 Mr. Kong
ViSudharomn, who at the time wss the Director General of the
- Department  of Physlcal Educaﬁapn, became its first President‘
and Dr. Punya Somboonsilp was the Secretary Geré¥al. For
- some time Mr. Visudharomn'and'other:léaders in the fiéia of
physical~eﬂﬁcé%ion had been céncérned with the need for a

204

i

‘professional association. They mutually agneed that the

growth and development of physical education would be

14

hindered'if an assocliation was not founded to r present the
i . ! .

teachers in this field in the country.

One of the most important an¢ ambitious pro;ects of

e

this association was to publish a quarterly professional

o

Joﬁ%hal which would provide resOurce material er'teachersiﬂf,;
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and students in the field. With financial assistance given

by the Asia Foundation the first issue 0fgthe journal was

published in January, 1965.2%9%  7The Department of Physical

o, {

Education was responsible. for distributing the journal to

. 2
all the schools in the country.

-

" Thus, in Thailand sports and physical education were
made known and accessible to the general populatioe of £i-
clally throughlthe educational programmes. But despite the
fact that the develgﬁment of physical education had begun
toward the end of the 19th century, and had been encouraged
by the attemprs of royalty and the Governmenr to improve
the standards, and bywthe foreign ihfluence that played a
part in the deveiepmental staées, the progress was slow as *%;
the value of physicalreducation was not totally accepted by
the people. This stemmed from the lack of understanding and

206

interest of the people. The weather and traditional

occupatlons,_such as farmers and peasants, also played a ff;%‘;
- large role in the slow development of these activlties too.?07
The fact that these|peop1e worked 1ong hours in the fields
made 1t less likely that they-would need further physical
‘activities during their free hours. These were the people
“who did not believe in the value and necessity for education,
. as p01nted out by Sunhachawee.208 'It was loglcal to expect
them not to understand physical education in ‘the educatiopaiif

‘setting as well finally, fidﬁhcial s ort from the '

'Government was another factor which had delayed the progress

‘-.
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{

of these two activities.209 There had been steady subsidies
from the Government in the past, but sporting and physical
education facilities were one of the most expensive items-
in the realm of education. But one senses that if the
Government was going to support the development of sports and
bhysical education, becaﬁse of their educational values, an
effort must be made to acquire sufficient facilities so that

"
o \
the curricula drawn up by the Government could be fulfilled.

L.
[
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CHAPTER. IV
RELIGIOUS "FACTORS
J

The traditional religion of Thailand is Theravada
Buddhism, which derived largely from the ancient Buddhist

1 It is also known-as Hinayana Buddhism.

centers of Ceylon.
This religion came to Thailand, according to Thompson, just
after the Christian era, and by the fifth century A.D. it
was firml? established in such countries as Thailand,
Cambodia and Burma.2 Hinayana Buddhism was brought to these
countries by missionaries (monks) from Ceylon and thus it is
often cAlled Southern Buddhigxm.3 Mahayanafot the Northern .
Buddhism is another form of this religion wgich is préctised’
in Tibet, China and Japan. In Thailand the king is the

defender of the Buddhist faith,4

Buddhism was a reform movement in Hinduism. As it
is practised today, Buddhism is essentially an ethical code
wﬁich has-appealed to thé'péqplé yhoiléok for compromise
from Hinduiém.5 However, 25@ diffekences@ﬂétween the two
feligidns and the fundamentél cbnceptions Ofﬁ%Addhism are
,beyond the 5cope of this‘study,~ Rather, an attegsé lel be
made to'demonstrate ;hé rolé.bf Bgd@hism in educaﬁi%&‘in
Thailaé@ and to examine the impli‘atibhs'it may have¢fof ‘.

sports and physical education.

ROLES -OF BUDDHISM INMPBUCAXION

s
-

x >%*aﬁ%$ﬂ?mngi}and the tem

.

e or monastery, known.as the.
' . . . » .
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wat in Thail&nd,,plays a significant role in the life of
most Thai people at one time or another. This temple of the
Buddhist monks, as noted? by Thompson, serves as "church,

town hall, hotel, recreation contre, sthool, erematorium,
e e w 2 ; , . . C oA ,
and Home Thus, the temple, besides being the abiding and

worshipping place for the monks and people alike, also

serves as. an coducational and social centre.

-
+

As far as the éarlinst education in Thailand is
céncwrnéd, a tradition had l1ong been established that wher-
cver possible all children were to be educated, although in

Vpractico the children of the eolite enjoyed greater oppor-
tunitiaes to attend schools. The éarly ﬁducaéion was handled -
extensively by the Buddhist clergy in the provincial ahd
mitGCélita; mopasteries as well as by thie corps of scribes
under royél patronage. The goneral priﬁciﬁlé was ﬁhat the

Thai boys would be sent to be educated’'at the local monas-

C
fa¥
r
o
4]
q
-
P
nn
Q

teries (if there was one), otherwise thoy would

the oné(néa'est to their - home, At the monasteries the monks

cted as teachers

o)
;n

would learn to read and write anid qhaﬂt thé h@iy prayers and
in return, they served the monksﬁ “Ho wever this method of
educatlon was not systematic because thé monks taught only

when‘they were free.7: Futthermore, at tlmes—gpé boys were

{takeq/away by thelr parents when such needs arose as the
planting and éhe harvesting of rice. This occurred only

when the boys were old enOugh to be' of use at home. Further'

[
| :
1 & #
14
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education was agbtainable after the age of twenty when most

young men were ordained as monks for a coertain period. At

such a time they could learn to read the Khmer writing used

in holy scripturés or apprentice themselves to those monks
8 "

who were skilled in the arts and crafts.o At a higher level,

\

.

those men who remained in the monastic ordaer studied Pali and
the Buddhist scriptures at lesser or qgreater depth accérdinq
to whether they resided in remote provincial monasteries or
in learned royal metropolitan monastﬂriﬁs.g They could
Decome counsellors and teachers of the young people. However,
should they decide to leave the order, they could expect
royal patronage in the corps of scribes where th?ir learning
ﬁouid be put to use in both the affairsrﬁf atate and in the

ub@fdiﬂatésal

W

instruction of less learned colleagues and

' The individuals who were most responsible for great-—

al advanc

led]
¥

»r educati ¢ in the mohasteries as well as in the

’U\
1"‘\\

O\
5

coun ry were Kinq Nanqklau, or Rama IIX (1824-1851) and Prince

5 i R 4
" Mongkut who later became King Mongkut (1651;1868)ﬁll The
fd’arc ement tG’k place in the ﬁiaa e third of the nipeteenth

century . During the Teign of» King Naﬁgkl @, Prince Mongkut,
first at the relatively obscure monaétery of Wat Samorai-and
‘then at Wat Bdwonniwet Wihap, began examining the traci=

tionial Buddhist beliefs as well as the c@ﬁgeptrbf adoption
and adaptatién of new ideas. This introspection was to have

s 4

profound effeot on Thai Buddhism as well as on the Thai .

intellectfal and educational development. The Prince
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founded the Thammayutika Sccot which was dedicated to the

. . 12 . o ,
study and teaching of Buddhism. The significant element
in the foundation of this sect lay in Prince Mongkut 's deep
anxiety that the Buddhist texts should be understood and not
merely learnt by rote and that the Buddhist monk should usce

. » ' P . - 13
his knowledge to help to enlighten his fel lowmen . Further-
more, as Prln”‘ and later as King, he taught his courtiers 3
to ﬂppreﬁiatﬁ comparative religion, international affairs,
anclent and modern languages, in addition to modern science
and technology, the knowledge of which he had obtained from
his fredquent visits with Protestant apd Roman Catholic
14

missionaries.’ He himself learpnt Latin and English, arith-
- 1

metic, astropomy and techniques of printing and encquraged

yiﬁ followers to take up modern medical practices and to

]
U

study chemistry é?; other sciences.’ As a king hé appointed
foreigners to teach his children in the palace chié’ Thus,

it 18 quite obvious that King Menqkut was very active in the
, ¢ \ 7 7

-
o

field of educational develcpméﬁt in Thailand which he bega

in the mopasteries and upon which he built as a King of th

o

&y

sl

. S
i $
- o

The releyéf educational promoter was passeé to King
Chulalcnekorn when King Mongkut passed eway in 1868, King
- Chulalongkorn followed his fathea.s example in hlrlng
foreign teachers for his brothers and relatives. 16 However,

he realdzed that he had to go beyond the palace wall and to

becomé an innovator in order to help Thai education produde

3 H =
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the qualified personnel so urgently needed in the country
* : '

at the time. He was looking ahead to the establishment of
state-run secondary schools as well as the emergence of
private schools. As a result, he authorized an American
missionary, Samuel McFarland, to open A school at
Nanthauthayan Palace which became familiarly known as Suan
e L7 o s L o

Anan School. Those who were close to the king were
commissioned to look into the development of education in

the country. Among these was the king's half brother, Prince
. sy , : 18

Damrong Rajanubhab who established the Suan Kulap School. 8

It was the second school in the country outside of the Royal

Palace .

While édﬂéatiéﬁzwithiﬂ:thﬁ palace was being improved,
édﬂéatigﬁ for the masses was also m@vﬁﬁq along. Another
traditi@nal centre of education, the Buddhist monasteries,
was also under consideration for improvement by the kinqﬁlg
" Without explicitly statiﬁq?gis criticisms, he doubted the

abilities of some monks tq' teach, and he further doubted the

: i.h 5 \
£ R N
methods and textbooks which they were using, These defects,
he fé}t:sWéTé ihjurious to Buddhism, for they deprived a

portion of the monkhood and the general population of the
means by which higher standards of Buddhist understanding

might be attained, and, cdﬁcqmitantly, the State was pro-.

. vided with a poor standard of literaéy.zp

Accordingly, the abbots of all monasteries in the

country were requested to formalize their-traditional ways
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of teaching. The response was relatively qgratifying, for a
number of abbots in Bangkok and the provinces did open
proper schools and began to hold formal classes, to usc
Standard textbooks, to follow the set currivtulum and 1o
o e e e . . s X , . .
prepare students for examinat ions. Furthermore, in 1898
} B
preparations were made by the Ministry of Interior under -
Prince bamrong and the Supreme Patriarch Prince Wachirayan's
| #
Buddhist Church to send monks s Directors of Education to
tell provincial abbots to open proper schools in their
monasterics.  Standard textbooks were then sent to these now.
i L ] ; 22 o .
schools by the Ministry of Interior. From 1902 onwards
the Ministry of Education beqgan to send” educational commiss-
ioners to inspect academic standards in provincial schools.
However, it was pnot until Kinc Vajiravudh's reign that the
, g Vaj I

governmant could bﬁqln to consider £ compulsory primary
education, which came inté boing 15?1721 . |

Thus, Thai education took a little more .than a

* \

lve from its tradltluﬂal and informal

<
)

hundred years to ev

m of today. But

‘AU "

t €ﬁ"ﬁ syst

,h\
\-\‘

base wiMRin mopasteries

fle]

tha me

gel

through {tfali the Buddhist mﬁﬁké at the m@naﬁtﬁfiﬁﬁ, at one
time or another, took their part in the formglizatiénréf
education in Thailand: As a result, in the process of
modernizatioﬁ, the old was inextricably mixed with the new,

for even as new ideas were adopted, old ihstitutions were

adapted’ to make them more re5ponsiVG to contémporary needs

r

For the part played by the Buddhist monks it mlqht be sald
\

that the desire to preserve the cultural heritage of the

*
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past and the recognition of the need for lnnovations ran
through the reign of King Nangklao, King Momgkut, King
Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh. Mass education and com:
pulsory primary education camé to he based largely on the
traditional foundation of education, the monasteries in the

provinces and the metropolis.,

THE BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

. At this juncture it is imperative to point out that
the total Buddhist philosophy of education will be much
beyond the scope of thia -a tudy. However, a focus will be
placed upon the Buddhist's concept of man the individual in

%

the epnvironment of education. How does he relate to educa-

i

tion? What is the role of education in as far as the

Lauwerys asserts that the education system and its

. 4 _ .
operate in the country. Thub, thr existence of what

_La uwerys calls “natLOﬂal styles

in philosophy may influence

the differént values for thSlLal educatlén that are .held in

different 'tfié The citizens of each country seem to .

~

”develop certain bellefs about the values and proper conduct
of sports, games, and other physical recreat1on actlvltles,
and for physical education in the school programme. For

instance, the Scandinavians tend to emphasize the fitness

£



aspects and the English the (1<:V<’31€>;’)mci-r1t of character and
proper social behaviour through games. Thus, belief systems
may influence the approach to physical activities. Further-
more, religious beliefs may also determine what type of
activities are acceptable or not acceptable. As a result,
the religious belief systéms may influence the country's

physical education. .

Buddhism in Thailand sees man as an aggregate of

five components namely; feeling, body, perception, volition

25

and consciousness. As Buasri explained;:

~ -As man changes and moves from childhood, to
youth, "to 0ld age, and to death, the nature of man's
education is unmistakably davelopment. of all aggre-
gates so that changes of all kinds, inevitable or
otherwise, will be least painful and so that the

to a minimum. For instance, through development

of excellent health and physical fitness, a child
may grow up into youth without much suffering
brought about by disease apd illness. Again

through development of balanced mental-qualities
and understanding, a boy may move through thsg

period of youth or adolescence towards matukity
without much delusion and torture. Moreover, as

.man is subject to suffering, and as right under-”
standing and right thought will léad to minimization
of h&s suffering, it follows that development s
towards right, understanding, and right thought is'
desirable and good. In addition,. knowledge and
skills must also be developed towards right

- 1livelihood .26 :

All “these are true to the spirit of the Eightfold

‘Path referred to by Buddha for people so as to enable them

to lead a gOOdrlife.27'

From the above statement it is
possible to sum¥up, that as far as the Buddhist philosophy

towards.education is concerned it is the development so that

‘a man's life may be as free as possible from suffering.



L

i
b
-

A
th

Speaking on a mundane level, a man, as he moves from the

first stage of life to maturity and understanding, must

necessarily develop physically, intellectually, morally

and socially.

In light of the moéninq of education as described,

it may be possible to mention at this point the basic alms

of education in Thailand through Buddhism. First, to develop
the five aggregates of man. Second, to assist the individual
to become aware of the social ideals in the society in which
he 1iVE$ s0o as to enable him to become an effective member

of that sgciety; Thiﬂi%tj)émphaSiZe his capaéity of think-
ing as it leads g} effective understanding; and finally,

to achieve moral and ethical development so that pcaceful

relationships among members of the soclety, or the world may
be maintained.?®
. The abovementioned points being the basic struc—

]

tural aims of education. 1In order to provide the necessary
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\ xperiences, the specific

,Yup within the following fields: health, physical cducatic

-and recreation, arts, sciences, culture, effective thinking,

: i

-~yocational or professional education, moral

"education, social studies, mathematiés, and| humanities. As

a result of these specific aims of education it becomes

’

necessary to provide every individual with a common core of

to take his place

- 7

experiences so that each one will be able

in tHe society with the same social ideals{ At the same
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time¢ programmes must be flexible enough to suit the

individual's needs.

!

IMPLICATIONS FOR _SPORTS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Having observed the Buddhist's attitude towards
education and the individual, the Thai monarch’'s attitudes
- ,
towards the development of education in the country becomes
more understandable. As a result of King Chulalongkorn's
visit to Furope in 1897 he was greatly impressed by what he
saw and brought back to Thailand many ideas in the hope of
reforming education in his country. However, even though hé
was lmmensely impressed by the Western development the king
exhibited a renewed appfeciatiﬁn of the integrity of Thai
culture and its values and of the moral and human equality
- of Thailand which he expressed in %éfms of "national
"29 | |

character, Thus, King Chulalongkorn reformed Thai educa-

tion but still maintained the Thai culture apd its values
to the great displeasure of some Thal government officials
: - 10
the Western system, -~
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The fact that education was primarily focused

within the urban areas of Thailand led the king to advocate

h

o

1]

a strong movement of education into the provin¢ia'?/€a

31

the country. As has already been noted, Thai education

was focused érimarily on the monasteries and King Chulal-
: ' N ;

ongkorn charged the abbots with renewed responsibilities in

the devélopment of education throughout the nation. Whether
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ﬁ,
the king was aware of the Buddhist's attitude towards -

education and the individual or not is difficult to ascer-
gtain, but the introduction of physical education into the
school system for the first time in 1898 would tend to
indicatg‘that the king was-prvpared to extend the objectives
of education well beygnd the traditional sphere. It was not
to be a compulsory subject but it was, for the first time;

included as an integral part of the school programmes,

Compulsory physical education was not to become a
reality until 1932 when it was included as a part of the
three major areas of studies by the National Scheme of
Fducation. The proposed aim for the new physical education
curriculum was the development of physical fitnééﬁijz This
Gémﬁiﬁmﬁﬁtﬁ Buasri's statement of the Buddhist's attitude
toward the body and the development of excellent health and
physical fitness in order that the individual may grow up

without much suffering brought about by disease and illness,’

The faééﬁthaﬁrﬁiﬁCé 1932 there were four National

tducation did not alter the values of physical

@
>¥

Acts ©
education as seen by the administrators of education in
Thaila;xdé Each Act retained physigal aducation as an inte-
gralrarea of study. The religious belief system and the
philosophy of Buddhism towards edugétion did not in any way -
hihder the aevelopment of physical education Ain tlie educa-
tion system in Thailand.\ The'interweaving of phé-religicus

Ibeliefs ihto thé individual life style of the ?&ai people



added greatly to the emergence of physical education as a
cornerstone in the development of the total educative pPro-
Ce-ss within Thailand. Despite‘the fact that the Buddhisté
religious system and the thlosophy of Buddhism toward
education seem to hiave complemented the development of
physical education’in Thailand the fact remains that physical
education has been slow in its development. . Tofsﬁmﬁ ﬁxgént

’ / . a .
this seems to have stemmed from the customs and traditional

practices of the people which seem to have mitigated against

the emergence of a strong physical education programme

. There is a broad base in the rgliqicus philosophy
that is not practiced within Thailand -~ that the Thai people

do pot subscribe to women participation as a princible of a

clearly pointed

»

0]

1ife stylﬁ,i This traditional practice wa

out by Lady Laiad Phibunsonggram in her article titled

Thai Women:

Customs and traditions in the early days of the
-Bangkok era (1782) had a strong influence in con-
fining Thai women to their own homes. Thus they
played an insignificant role in the social, economic
and political fields, . . . In the social field
women in those days seldom met outside their own
‘homes. They moved socially among their close
relatives and neighbours. Only on important
occasions such as religious festivals did they
appear in public. . . . Traditions and customs
confined Thai women to their own homes with
practically no -outside activities. This led to
the lack of liberal education on the part of
women. As women were not allowed by tradition
to go anywhere, they therefore took keen interest
only in housekeeping.33

‘But ‘since the change over from -an Absolute



Monarchy to a Constitutional Monarchy in 1932, Thai wonen
have been given equal rights which thereby has enhanced their
pgestiqe and status as a whole, but their liféAstyle has not
changed a great de&l. Lgdy Laiard again observed:

The impact of modern civilization has caused
radical changes in nearly all aspects of human life,
including the customs which form a. part. of cultuke.

In spite of these changes Thai women still preserve
o0ld customs and manners which they hold dear. However,
some of these have been somewhat adapted to meet the
ever-changing conditions in the country. It is
interesting.to note that country women are more
capablé of ‘preserving old conventions and customs. . . -
Many Thai women of today are still reluctant to

take new customs and a new culture from the West

such as ballroom dancing and free ties of companion-
ship with the opposite sex. 014 customs and the
attitude and behaviour of Thai women, who remain
reserved and place honour above all things. . .. .

Thai women take it as one of their principle

duties to make their children cultured.34

‘Thus, while the philosophy of Buddha does tend to indicate
a strong support of the physical, in point of fact within

N

the actual practice of the life style of the Thail people
that has seldom been supported. Even in the field of educa-
Ei@%, it was not unq1171898'that there was a form of
physical éduc%ti@ﬂ in it, and bﬁly since 1932 that férmai

physical education became a compulsory unit in the education

system of the country.

i

Dr. Somboonsilp,35

%

ﬁhe Deﬁutyrﬁector of the.

College of Physical Education, and Mr. Suwanabriksha,Bp

Director of promotion of Physical Education, agreed thagf
-5wh;le the Buddhist philosophy fends to indicate a'support

@

- of thé,phypiﬁél, the general development of physical
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education in the country has been slow owing to the customs
and traditional<practices of the people. They felt that
both customs and traditional practices have been preventing
many students, especially girls, from taking bart in sports
and other physical recreation activities. Furthermore, many
of the girls are greatly influenced by their parents to be
graceful, guiet, well groomed and to behave in the way that
"traditional Thail qi{ls should,” which is being well-
mannered, reserwved ah& respectful a 11 times. At some
institutions in Bangkok girls are tayght how to develop good
posture and how to walk. At almost ail institutions
students are requested to memokize the "civic duties and
moral codes," but stronger emphasis seems\to/be on the girls.
The "civic duties end moral codes® is a manual or handbook
produced by the Minisﬁrx of Education on patterns of
behaviour, and civic duties which all students are expected
to know and observe. Dr. Somboonsilp pointed out the fact

that most qirls detest the {dea of playing games or learning

physical education out in the _sun owinq to the.damage that
might be done to;their complexions The key point here is
‘that tropical weather discourages many students from learn-
1ng*physlcal educationi; Indoor gymnasia and proper shower .
fac111t1es may ent;ce more students, especially girls, to a
greater degree of part1c1pat10n in sports and physloal
educatlon.\ As a result of the customs and traditional
practices, the weather ‘and the lnadequate and 1mpr0per

fdcillties, sports, games and all the energetic physical

7



recreation activities are seen as activities for boys or men
only, In some schools while the boys are learning physical
education out on the field, the girls will be instructed in

Thai c¢lassical dances indoors.

N

- The Thai classical dances may be.divided into two
major cateqgorlées.

a. Khon, this is known in English as:Masked Play,"
that is, all the male characters wear masks.

b. Lakorn, is another ‘form of the dance in which

; 37 .
only non~human characters wear masks. N

 The khon is a form of drama established in India in
'connection with the cult of one of théréhief'Cods; An
Thailand the khon;was originally. presented on state OCO;*
sions in the form of ﬁaqeants of a religious nature, fof
instance the Coronations of KinqsiBB Today it is an0£hér
form Qf theatrical entertainment. Ip this form of drama,;
practicallf all the actéré, apéft'frém tho%é playigq feminine
roles, wear distinctive masks from whlch their respective
roles are ea51ly recoqniséd. Although women sometimes take
:pért ihrthe khon, in general practic§ the femalé‘parts are
usuallyz;akenvby men. This is due to thé'fgét that in a ..
khon perfqrmanqg the dancing:and posturing are hoth grace-
ful and expre531ve. The whole body must be broughﬁ ;nto
play, and a great deal of muscular exertlon is necessary, The

-actors must undergo long and strenuous trainlng, and the

'whole nature of its form and training'has”béenkcompafed to
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that, of qgymnastic traininq,3‘ The actors, who start school-
ing at about the age of six, must bhe t;/pecast‘ from the very
lwq.inninq in one of the four categories -- man, woman, demon,
and mnnkey - according to the individual build, bodily
movement and personality . The energetic roles of demon and
monkvy; always played by males, required especially arduous

. : ; . 40
drills to repeat vigorous, acrobatic movements.

The lakorn is a form of dance drama, originally
performed by all male casts. With the entrance of women into
the art world in, Thailand in the mia 18th century, and as
grace is emphasized in the lakorn rather than strenuoue
actions as in the khen,-the& were pre%erred to the men.

In the &féiﬂinq of lake%n greater attention 18 paid te the

e fu mOVemené of the body, hands, arms and fingers, In

ﬂ\

ra
‘other werds as the ,strong polnt of the khon is its stren~

‘uous VifilitY; 80 drace of action is the Stf@ﬁ?rﬁéiﬂ' of thc

1 akorn.

Here we see once, again the’ customs and traditional
practices ‘shown in the art form of classical dances:in
Thailaﬁa whereby the aetive,fae obatic and strenuous dan

in t%e khon are left to the males, and the gpﬁtes and beauty
to the females ln the lakorq  This brings’ out the point:
imade by Dr. Somboonsllp that girls are éreatly influehced by
their parents to be gfaceful and%well—mannered‘ It is the
Custom which is; traditxonally practised in Thalland ad [

'y

each person 1s expected to act or behave tradithnally Thus,
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very few girls or women are seen taking part in S5ports or

some physical recreation activities. 2

}

Many of the traditional folk games which saw girls
OT women takiAq part have a low activity level and these
ipclude singing games and Thai dances. These activities ére
usually held after the work is done. Blanchard pointed out
that among the rural people of Thailand, af%;r the rice had
been cut, threshed and winnowed it was time for festivities --
bonfires were 1lit and the young people engaged in singing
Contéstsrﬁrltféditiéﬂﬂl folk dancaﬁl42 Several of the Thai
festivities such as Tgé Kathingané Loy Krathong have reli-
. gious significance and thﬁs/ﬁkf aé%}?ities that accompany

, |
thase festivities are carri¢d out reverently, but at the

3 ) : 1
same time enthusiastically, Tot Krathin is the presentation

a3

0

f robes to the monks af€é£ the Lent season has expired,

It is usually held in late October throughout Thailand, It

is a ééiébratién to mark the é%a of the Monsoon season.,
Hovever, the Loy Krathon#‘festivity, which 4is tﬁs floating

of lighted candies and incenses in a 1éaf;cu§ along the

river, was thOU§ht at f}rst to have no religious significaﬁC%
at all. King Chulaiongﬁorn'héld that it had some connection
With the floating of iaﬁterns as practised by Thai kings
during the Sukhothai era (3.0.1257-1377) . % But to the Thai
people, especially émong the éqricultural people, Loy Krathong

represents’ a yearly thanksgiving to the Goddess of Water upon
b - 7 £
whom%they haavily‘:ely,45 Although these activities

Y
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basically represent fun, on the other hand they are religious-
ly meaningful, and as & result are (‘urz{z_ig;d out reverently but
onthusdnnticulqzu »

”~

Visudharomn mentioned the traditional saying that

"women's place is oin the home™ is very much subscribed to by
L A6 o o y
the Thal girls and women. In the 1250's, somoe thirty years
after cducation bhocame conpulsory in Thailand, aftor inter-~
L]

national communication brought countries closer togoether and
after forcign influence, penctraled more and more into Thal
social life, 'women finally began to take an active part in

A

sports. In other words, prior to the late 1950's glirls and

WO iﬁi?hailﬁﬁd were roluctant to acgept the mores and life
] i .
styles linked to the West, and to enjoy the same fracdom as

did the men, FEven today the traditional practices of

resexvation and grace for women are quite evidept, especially

In the dovelo
within the education system in Thailand has bece

f‘h
(—r
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'ms
(e]
r
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’D
=
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o
je¥
=
U
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great complem

The emphasis on traditional practige:

heavily upon the firls who are
and resaerved af g11 times. Théy, tht efor usually frown

rupon physical éé cation and sport for=fé§r that' they would be
seen in unlady-ljike situatibns by others, plus the fact ﬁhat

exercise Might [tarnish their neat appearances. .

3 ;
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As far as the bmyé are conéerned they can partici-
pate in sport and physical education much more freely than
girls. What they do in these physical activities becone
“naturalf for them. But "in other Circumstancés and environ-

ment they are expected to be well-behaved too. .

¢

Thus, despite the fact that Buddhist philosophy of
cducation encouraqges physical activities for physical fitness,

the customs and traditional practices of the people within
the country have. been the sources of delay for the develop-
! 1

ment of both sport and. physical education.

- . \ A
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CHAPTER V

ECONOMICS AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR SPORT
AND PHYSICAIL EDUCATION

s

The economy of Thailand is bésed on aqgriculture
which occupies some 85 to 90 per cént of the working people
of the country;l perhaps 95 per ce%t of the cultivated land
is plantmgd to riCé,z and thls rice product provides a sub-
stantlaLQQTOpnrtjnn of the national income and government
réVEngix It represents half the total value of all exports
on which Thailapd depends to pay the import of its required
iﬂdustriai'products. Rice holds such a déﬁinant position
that the whole ec@ﬂ@ﬁy of the CéUﬂtrY isosometimes referred
to as a "rice cconomy. 3 There are other crops Cultivatéd
either for commerce, such as, cocoputs, peaputs, cotton,
tog cco, sugar canc, apd rubber, or for consumption,’ such as
i

fruits and vegetables, But their cultivation
1

Other areas of agriculture including fisheries apd
forestry, while less important than rice, nevertheléss play
aZS%gnificant role in the economy. Timber, primarily teak,
haéwfanked among the four mostrimportant;exports for
cenluriés. VThus,,fisheries, forestry and other agrichltural
icﬁivities together have provided a subsisefnce econoyz
which has given the peopleéa relatively high standard of

gliving.s This broad subsistence base remains. as an important

' factor today in the national economy. The primary crop of
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t he re-‘pu'-sz'*r)tlati\/n farmer is rice, which is at the same time
the staple of his family's diet. But as the country's ©coOnOmy
became monetized and a participant in the world mérkot, rice,
as the main cash crop, was produced in vastly dgreater

. PR
. quantities,

With an area of about 250,000 square miles, the
country divides into four economic and?qeoqraphiﬁ regions.
Teak is produced in the north and floated down through the
network” of waterways to Bangkok. Rubber and tin are produced
in the south, while the Central Plain, with its economic
water transportation, is the chilef source of rice exports.
The northeast is the only region which doe
"' 7

>t participate

4]
ﬁ\

n

in the export trade.

Non-agricultural industry 4is organized in two ways -
either as goverpment or QOVérﬁméﬂkgaiaéd industry, or as

o 8

itharily Chines This
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about historically as a r
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reluctance of the Thai to enter into occupations - other than
"

qov&rnméﬁt'Sérviée = Oﬁ?a purely cash basis. There are
s7vera1 éxplanations for this situation. For example, agri-
culture as a source of livglihobd has historically been
suffiCiently secure so that it retained a comp%rative

. adVantage, both psycholog@sal and financial, over the wage
or proflt incen®ives of labor or busxness ? The same. type of
security is characteristic of ggvernment si}viqp. . In addition,

’goverhment Serigce is highly esteemed and influential.
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Because trade lacked traditional support and market cxchange
relationships might have strained tradit ional social bonds,
the Thatr evidently found this field unattractive and left

such opportunitics to alions.

The patteen of industrial organization 15 also a
matter of social =ignificance. Private irn}wﬁtmf‘m in non-
agricultural as well a5 in anr ii("ul tural enterprisc is organ-
lzed as small family busincess,  The home workshop, the home

store employing larqgoely family labor or a fow waqgeworkers

-

integrated into the family pattern, is the dominant form

-
o
=

fos.

business activity, The World Bank estimated that in 195

[
<

there were only about 0, approximately 2 per cent of the
total of 16,000 industrial cstablishments in the country,
which cmployed ﬁﬁbf 50 workers, This figure included at
least A0 qéﬁﬁrnmﬁﬁ t-—oporated Or:qi' ernment-aided establish-

e
mployment’ of all thesa establishmonts,
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large or small, was 316,000 workers,

By 1966, there W?Tﬁféféﬁt 40,000 industrial

establishments in the country; most of them were small-scale
and- cottage industrias, such as rice mills, saw mills, oil

pressing migls and tobaccorcurinq mills. There were few
farge indusfriés manufacturingrcement, sugar, cigarettes,
gunny bags, textiles, paper, petrdleum products and plxwood,
A few of these are statehowned, 0f the total numbér of in-

dustrial establlshmentq, about lO 000 were: located in Banqkok

and Thonburi and employéd'about 78,000 workers. % . The bulk

T
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of urban workers were probably employed in small shops

-

mpstly with fewer than 10 workers.12 This type of quasi-~

i
1

family organization involves an intimate pattern of inter-
personal relations between employer and worker and probably

includes a higher degree of social integration than 1s

characteristic of large factories.

The role of the state in the economy is a traditionél
oné. In the pre-modern period, foreiqn trade from the capital
was solely administered by the king and his C@UﬂleS»14
However, this form of administration was abandoned with the
opening of the country to European tradér;, and liberal prin-
ciplés took a leading position in the COmmerLidl sector until
thg end of World War IX. In the postwar péfl@dr 1947-52, the

government pl ved anii;pﬂfi:;t parct directly and- ipdirectly.,

, %gﬁh to the

considerable economic progress since the war. The output of

the economy has advanced fér beycnd pre-war levels, not only

Ve
in agricuiggre, which prov1des a 11Vélihood for 85 per cent-

of the pabulation, but in almost all other llnes of econOmlc )
actiVLty as well. The rate of growth in real output ' -
measured during the period 1952 57, averaged nearly 5 per
cent per year. 'This provxded an 1ncrease of ~almost 3 per

cent per syeéar in the average real per caplta income which @

increaséd from 1,414 Baht in 1952 to 1,729 Baht by 1957
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(approximately U.8. $1.20 Baht).16 One important factor

which contributed to the economic boom in the 1950's was the
Korean War which increased the demand far rubber, tin and

rice frc Thailand.17 From then on the economy of Thailand
began expand steadily. 1In 1961 the first economic develop~

ment plam-was proclaimed, covering the period from 1961-
: L8 , ;

71?66. In the years immediately preceding the Plan the

national income had been increasing at a rate of about 5 per
cent per ahﬂﬁm, permitting an annual rise of only about 2 per
cent 1n per capita income. The gross national prodhct in 19690
was 55,717 million Baht. 1In 1965 it was increased to 81,274
million Baht and climbed to 96,802 million Baht in 1966. This
represented a total increase of 44 per cent against the
planned tarqet of 38 pér cent. Since population growth in

the country-at the tlme was about 3.2 per cent annually, per
capita inécmé rose by abéué 4 per cent a year' from 2,056 Baht
‘ 19 '

if 1960 to 2,925 Baht in 1966.”” , Thus tnﬁ»rapid economic

i

iw

expansion in Thalland was quite unprecedented.

?

FOREIGN AID 7 .

‘

Assistance from one country to ‘another is as old as -

*nation-states. In the period since World War 'II Thailand has

fbeen receiving assistance from many countries but by far the
S
most pr@minent beﬂefactor has been the United States of

America. Other countries included Brlta}n, Germany,

y Y
JAustralia, Japan and Canada. There has also been’ assiwtancp

~from internationgl Qrganizations; such as the United Nations,
' ' : ¥ :

» : s s e
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;WhiCh includes the United Nations Lducational, Scientific,

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Food and Agricultural
:

+Organization (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the

International I,alu>r‘“()r<;n11i zatdon (l;,()), the United Nations

Children®s Fund (UNICEF). Outside organizations also gave

support. These included the International Bank for

Reconstruction and Doevelopment, the Asian Devel opment Bank,
) - 7N
‘and the United States Operations Mission (USOM; now the

Agency for International bevelopment) . All these countries -

and organizations have provided aids to Thé@lﬁnd in various

forms such as grants, loans, personnel, economic, military,
T S o4 ¢
and technical assistance.

-

The Unitﬁé States has bd&p aﬁsistiﬁquhailand Siﬁéé
1951, The assistance has come through tyo distinct channels:
“the Military Assistance Préqtamn(MAP)f administered by the
Department Of De-fense and implcm%{xted in Thailand throuqh
Ethe Joint United States Mllltary Assistanc e Group: (JUSMAG) ,
,and economia ald administered by thégiqéncy fof Iﬂtérﬂatiénal
Developmerit &%ID) and its prcd ors- and’ imp ted by tha

United State %'Opéra 1 ons: M1551gn YUSOM) 21

United States fbféign ESSiétanéé to Théilaﬁd has
included a Vari?ty of forms. Military assistance inclﬁdes
‘technical assistance and:trainiﬁﬁ of,Thé& military forces,
equipﬁéht and;éupplies: and construétion of facilities.
Economic aid has incluaéd tebhnical‘assistance in a_variety
' o 4

of areas: grants and loans for resources nceded in |
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Iy

Jointly- agreed projects, and loans of commod it iv:iat(é assist

*®
Thailand's forcign cxchange ., American cconomic aid from.1951

through 1966 totalled U.S. $407.6 milMeon.  The amount of

military ansdpitance din the same period oxcecded U5, $500

, . 22
anl] ion.
£y

But the dssucs associated with foreign ansisntance are
“

not 5o much a question of size as of the types and effcotive- \(
A

-\ . s

ntss of }U’(u}r.xmmr\ﬂ. It is of vital anterest how the intrin-
sies social, cultural andd economic importance to the great

mass of the people in ’I‘h:xi Land have boon affected by those
- . ¢

forcign 1\x istances,.  pdue® fonal pol iy, planning and

a

dﬁvﬁfﬁpmﬁﬁt, inﬂuﬁtrlﬁﬁ.aﬁd v111aﬂﬁ Crﬂftﬁ; village organiza-

tlon ﬁnd W<1fﬁfﬁ, health apd agriculture are some of the arcas

penetirated by forciqn assistance which have changed the lives

ﬁé%t signd

i

Q'agﬁiﬁfﬁnﬁg is in thﬁ area of cducation @PVPIOFmﬁﬂt” Shé?tly

s 5

aftér jolﬂlﬂq UNF@LD in 1948 \Thalland r\qx ted thatra RUTVUYV

-

be conducted on Thal (duCatJon by UNESCO p@lell%tF, The = ™
report of thosaurvey dpp&ar?d in 1950, 23 _This réshlt@d in '

f =

thé:éeﬁablishméﬂt‘éf the Cha”Ch@énﬁ Sao Edu uca tlDﬁql Pllot

Progect 1n 19;1 by tho. Mlnlstry of . Tducatlon of Thalland

W ., v L : \
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with UNESCO as the sponsoring body. The purpose of the pro-

ject was to scet o up on oan experimental basis a prototype

school system extoending from the pre-primary classes through

.

secondary and vocational to teavher training apd adult

|
cducation. 1t was commonly known as a comprehensive school

in Thailand. This type of school became popular among the
student population so much so that even 1f UNESCO had to
withdraw jits financial support in 1955 the Thal Government
succesnsfully ﬁi%ablishﬁd another school of Fhis type in 1960
at Korat province. Thus, with the UNESCO survey team and
fiq?nﬁial Sﬁpport the country was able to provide the type of
ocducation suitable to students'

"desires,

AﬂUThRT projact sponsored

should be
ﬁﬁﬁtiéﬁﬁd at this timé iﬁ tha amantal
Education Center (TUFEQ) . The commencad
atxthé 5Ame tlﬁuléﬁ thﬁ'éha Ch but ip Ubol

", . .to help children and ‘adults who do not
have the qdvantaﬁes of formal eduéatlun to. under~
.+ stdnd the problems of their lmmeq13t0 environment
and their rights and dutlcs as citizens and- '
individuals ahd to, partlLlpate more effectively
in the economic and. sOt%al proqress of the

community. we ' e

£

‘(\
Thé ﬁrO"fémm 5Bl&adlforex

@

Sentatlve to TUFFC‘s headquartgxs at' Ubol to bé'train@d to

acqulre a general knowledge in aqriculture, health, home—

e !

,makinq, villaqp crafts, homc COﬂStxuctlcn, educatlcﬂ, pro~

.’

) A 26
'ductlon oﬁ 1nstruct10na% materlals, and social welfare.
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However, o in December 1961 UNESCO withdrew from TUFEC according i
to plan; and handed the pesponsibility fﬂﬁ training and all

. n L i . 2
cqulpment at the center to the Ministry of BEducation,

Theste project:s wore not the only United Nations
|

activitics in Thailand.  They were ment ioned here hecause they

wore by far the larqgest social development projects of the

. : . P 28 . .
Unttoed Nations in Thalland, They involved the ITargest
numbicor of forcign porsonne) who voluptoeeored to wWork among the
rural people in the provinees in thoe hope of dmprowing tho

i

cducat lon atandard, the conditions and Che standard of [ iving

®

in the couptry an a wholeo. R
) -~

r

&

from the United Nations and the United

the people in Thailand baqg:

el

Staten in the arnn of

in 1949 Whﬁﬁ WHO and UNICER gavt: the Thal Government assis-

the UNICEF provideaed t:‘ﬁlij,,ﬁméﬁt and supplies.

ay

ﬁupﬁéft and the United States, through the Interna

”‘m

7

tional

L

Cooperation Administration’ (ICA), was fiqhbﬁtéd to &id the o

&

9]

sontinuapnce of the malaria cohtrol programme, ‘Thig ald was

' continued until the end of 1957. ' .
" Bhie WHO and UNICEF also assisted the Ministry of
LI L # a i ! %
Health and the Red Cross Society oﬁThai]ahA in setting up.
s ! -~ € X . s 1

" oL 3 : . £ -
TR . - . ’
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clinics for intestinal diseases, tuberculosis, yaws, discases

‘ o . 30
of maternity and, infancy and a few others as well. For
example, two medical centers for maternity and child care

A
were opened” in 19591, one in Bangkok while the other in
o . , oy 3 O . : s i
Chiengmai (Northerniprovince) . Classes in child care for
mothers were ordanized; whole milk donated by UNICEF, was
distributed to mothers and children. Information about
general health and personal hygilene in the form of booklets
and posters were distributed throughout the rural area.
Y ’

Furthermore, a m(’)hi](‘-un,i"r\wa:? established in 1950 to bring

medical care to people in fihe deprived aréas in the

Vs
country. ] )
T I
= flealth problems are, therefore, not only concerned

with creating changes in habits but are also.bound up with

Aspoct ﬁfrmédﬁlﬂlZatluﬂ " pducation, changes in material

'well-being and-the a%aféﬁ?ss of p?rséﬂal hygiene health
National quéat10h3Aﬁt of 195L. « In order to.coordipate with
'fhé new health programme, UNFSCO and the International Bureéau

éf‘Educitipa~aisdtattémptid to provide fréehas well as more{ i

A ! . - 3
ndtritious 555001 meals to’students.33 Even though the pro-
Ny o
gramme proveq flna%glally 1mpossxble, the 1mpact of the .

health proqrammes and the foreign assistapce was consxderable,f

= =

sq, muth so ‘that health educatlon has remalnéd in schools up

"
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tao the present time.  Thus, forcign asslstance in provdding

necessary information, training and equipment has cnabloed the

people of _Tharland to enjoy a healthier Hife, 1

TMI'l L 1\’1 I()N‘ l()f( 7.;}’(>RI‘ ANI) IHY‘ I( AI ID(QATI()N

The cconomic development since the lﬁﬁo‘ﬂ%ﬁradually

brought some stability to Thailand. The real national pro-
— 3 )

duct bhetween 1992-97 darew at an averageo per annun rato of
about 5 per cent which provided an increcase of almost 3 per
cept a year in the averaqgoe real per capita income,. Then from
196166 with the average increase of population of about 3.2
per cent anpually there was an averaqge rise of 4 per cent per

1

apnum in per caplta income

in agriculture, the cconomic

L

The industrial and economic qroﬁth;éf Thailand

caused some chanqes in the way of life ®f many paople.in the

country ~- thb proress of urbanization conﬁlnued at a steady
rate but rural life retalned much, of its tdaditional customs,
SOC%@I habits and reliqlous,beliefs 37 Thﬁ at tlmLS, :
%indered the’ modérnlzation of the mode Of‘11v1nq amdng the,

14 §

{ r T



P et Moo=t aof the f(:x‘mle'r: 1o the rural areas :%I.ill COnc
:in\uwi to live in the same village of the past few genera-
tions, with little contact with the outside world. Most of
their disposable resources wont to religious activit i!"fi,v
reflecting Ahe deep, faith in traditional religious belief.
The Thai traditional way of 1if: has been appropriately df-ﬁf:

cribed by Blanchard:
<

The social goal of the rural population, and also
to a large extent of the urban population, remains the
acaquisition of merit and preparation for one’'s future
existence. The financial investment 1s enormous; one
source, for example, states that the cash ﬁutlﬂyﬁ for
merit-making range from 7 per cent to 84 per cent of
the total cash expenditures of a single family, with
the average around 25 pergcent . The expenditure
results in a general .economic leveling Uf the Thai
rural population; more than anything elsd iy helps to
maintain the classlesspeas characterpistics of
rural society .38 ' '

NGy

While people in the fufal arcas maintain their tradit i@ral ‘
way of life the procass of urbanlzation in Bangkak aﬁd

Ti:ﬂbUTi progressed steadily. Ppesides the ﬁﬁﬂustfial

1 R . ) .4 o
wdernization, of .which the extension of 5 ho

., . o . 7 R : L
ticalarly important, tending to make urban
attracgave.jg It . is said’thatflarge~séale Thai mic

i H s

from the rice fields to urban areas began during World War Iié
) .: : ; : ! P T “

]

This chain migration to Bangkok ffgm the rurqliaréas
inc;e;éeidraygti’aliy as m6ﬁe i%duétfiés dre o;}énedt

R ~.Economic aéyelqpméﬁé; inaqstriaiiiatiénzéﬂa:téchf
7;nolbg%¢a; gdﬁances{qlséiﬁriught ab%ut changgslih pgtperﬂs og

*
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bevsure and recreation for people f the urban areas.  Clear-

cut le) sion between work and ledisure time was made possibile

Sthrough reqular working hours and Pw;nl;xr froe time. Thies
urban dweller did not only have more loisure time but more
) ) , o 41

money to spend for his leisure activities am well .

Westornization had also lbieen on

those which have been mentioned above, which transformed

!

Bangkok and Thonburi into such modern cfities with increased

Jeisure time and recreational activities for the inhabi-

4 e . . , . .
tants. It is widely accdpted that sport is an offspring

_ . . .- C . , A3 . . )
ol technology and industrialization., Westornized comnier -

cial recreation activity such as ten-pin bowling began to
cme e in Bangkok in the 1950's. Automobiles andh motor-

i N :
cycles, which had increased in number considera bly since the
war, alsd brought aboyt changes in patterns of leisura and

. o o C s 45 . o
recreation am)ﬁqf’ urban dwellers. They were

= of the influcnces, besides|

&

. Theé increased mobility was GHﬂFrdt?d by thF develop-

L -

ments of.roads and hlqhways by thv Thai Govu verpment in thw

w
Uj\
H

1 25;700m

VA4

ﬂ

early 1950's., During the perio

I - \

lion Baht

or over 40 per cent of total publicvinvéstment was speht on

B

tfaﬂsﬁért and communication. Iﬁ 1957 and 1958 investmént

s
. * \

An ‘this, sector rose to about l b11110n Baht annually By

»

’1966 ghe natlonal budget allooated»for the Hiqhwgys Depaft~

, | ! »
‘ment was about 50 per cent hlqher thaﬁ in, 1965 rls&ng toe
f "~

l,SOS‘million Baht which made the Department'the“larqest .

B

I
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budgoet -receiving civilian agency in the Thai GCovernment .

Approximately 60 per cent of the budget was assigped to roads
, . , o 4¢ )

and highways construction. As a result the urban people

who owned automobiles were able to take advantaqge of theso

development s,
A

Admittedly, only the well-to-do urban dwellers were
cable to pursue theses types of activities. It was pointed out
by Suwannabriksha that even though cconomic development in
tha country had increased the income of the pjﬁpf&,rﬁﬁftﬂiﬂ
typﬁS‘Of roecreation activities could only be pursued by
people in the higher-Aincome brackets For example, golf,

A

according to Suwannabriksha, could only be afforded and

K
L 2 A
country. %TﬁﬁWiﬁ:Wa!ip15Y?ﬂ in the private clubs.which

Id

recreation for .

i

nany Spérﬁs

Saturday and Sunday became the common timo fo;i

many people in the urban areas. +As a resultfy

Vfassoc1ationg were establlshed and by 1966 ﬁhere were 20 8
s ( ' i
assopiations -z all withln the,vicinlty of ﬁangkok. 8\
' oo 4% T A |
. . e ,

Along with the develogment Gf new pattefggwbg
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Lecreat1on, there were also changes in facilitles brought

»

about 'I:y the new development of technology. One of the most

significant contributions <g;_;{w technology to Thalland was

In the source of lightindg, In 19599 the floodlights were

installad at the National Stadium jn Bangkok for the first

.48 , . .
tame . As a result, sporting activities at nlght were made

possible, and the introduction of this source had a conslder-

abrle lﬂfl\‘\( nce on the dovelopment of SD(,’)ftinq fﬂC‘ilili,iF‘ﬁ, the

use Uf Whi ~h ecould be extended into the evening.

e in number of participants and specta- |

UJ\

\ The incre
)

tors thfﬁhqhout the 1950's as a result of several related

\ “e
= _ A s R 3 _
factors such as technological changes and urbanization.
' i
y »

Industrialization affected the lives,of many in their mode of

C?ﬁSéquéﬁﬁly,_é nECPssatymoufcé”l of this gr @'th was

the reconstruction of, the N&ti@ﬂal adlum to accommodate the
! B X 5( s
larger numbers of partlélpants and sp8ctators. The year

’a almost be mérked'as the new era of techﬂ@l@qicél

" A

- ihpact on sport in Thalland‘ Besides tﬁe introdﬁctiﬁh;of the

U‘«
ﬂ\

o

neY floodllqhts at the Stadlum, the woodgpvstands were re-~

A
n

placed by steel stands, in 1959 and evengpall to a~CemeqF
:constructlon rlght around the Stadlum in 1966.51‘ This was gy

e L ]

N aa if . \,
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dls0 duc to the fact that kthe city of Bangkok was prepar ing

for the First South East Asia Peninsular Games in 1959 too.

Furthermore, in the 1950°'s many new facilities were donated
v

by pravate enterprise b\uaixu*sfunrrx who realized that sport

was a good Investment .  For example, in 1959 two sets of

~lectric scorcboards and +iming devices were donataod and

*
’

installed, onr set at the National Stadium and the other at
the basketball gymnasium. These gifts came from two watoch

- . 52
companics in Bangkok.

P _ . : § .
Other facilities which received changes and re-

construction were the running®tracks at the Stadium which

wooden floor for basketball competition in, the ba%k&%bal)

gymnasiygp,.” " This also marked the first occ ;% fhat the

* Thu w1xp the déjclbpﬁgn Gf:ﬁéw tecﬁﬂélbqy anq
ARus ; ,
he 1ntréduct1ﬁn of the néw source of’ llqhtinq more games

4

LCU]d be Compéﬁed in one day on the ‘same 9round. This alsc

;meant the new source has enabled morefpewplq to parﬁ%cipate

\ ]

2
cin campetitlons which naturally created more productLOn of

»

'Vsﬁbrtlng geods ta the market to meet the publlc demands.
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[t is5 to bhe expected that physical educat ion would

have refloected these changes by making corresponding Tad just
menta . This was borne out in the National REddcat ion Act gof
1960 when a greater variety of activities was included in the

physical education curricu Lum . It was the hope of the

administrators to provide as many activities as possible s0
that there would e spme carry-—over activities for students

tor enjoy in thelr lelsure o ime once they left school s,
. ' ”
Farthermore, thﬁ comprehensive schools provided more hours
| .
of 1n:tru(t1un in physical ecducation than ﬂll&(ﬂlk{f schools

0 ) i
_in the country’. This indiﬁﬁfﬁd that a need wa

,
il
il

elt to pro-

~
e

strong interoest,

~
-

vide for activities in whi *h students” had
x X ) N

5

and to adijust to tho ilffﬁﬁﬁﬁd jdéisure time they might con-

front dater in, 1ife. However, to many af the s
I - y .
country, i(huﬁl phybical education pAogrammes depénded en-.

9]
=
Q
Q
o
3l
it
o]
[
=
g
S | T

though the currcil fulum might have
{he school might pot be able

qroat

~
-
jo!]
9
=
o]
ko v}
=¥
o)

. 0
H -
et
s
o
Yo
’fh
Uy

duveloﬂﬁéxt,,industrializa7§

not affected theéir traditional way of life tu.any great Y

extent. Despite the 10Wér,iﬂCOmé\Of the;ruralfdwelq' “as

Compared to.the urban ‘families, a few luxury 1ta%§ such as

L4
N

blcycles, motorcycles and radlos were agqulred to mahe life

more p1 asant. >7 In as far as sports and récreatlon were

x

-

concerned the rural people continuea toxenjoy a variety of

= o,



L

traditional sporting events

Other than that, they attended ceremonies

¢

}

such as, Thal boxing

in the

and takraw.

ir

vill

Aages

surﬁ' as Buddhist Lent, New Year festivals, bhirthday celebra-

-

a

4 2,’1;{1:5, funerals, marriages —- all highly social occasions and

'

actlvitices in which every village participat

tRese Instlvit1<§ some traditional-

a fommunal folk dance and

duets 50, popular in the Nartheast Reglion, took

LN

“ Tr’*‘ rural people

qrammes with scepticism,.

and industrialization had

their outlook towards this

th

e

~Usually at

activities like

the

ramwong,

<« mwh -ram, the traditional rhyming.

ed school phy 1 educa
e fact that economiac.

H’-r

-

e/

= .
mo e
!

<

=

both s

vy in.the.urban ar

silca

me to Thailand had not

ports

,i,,,,

£

place.,

chan

and’®

tion pro-

development

qéd

especially in the 50°s

Thailand: fTh%sé aevélﬁpméﬂts also brouqhtrabéut changes in

patterﬂs of Iélsnre and

i too. Wlth the lncrease 1n 1elsure tlme -and money to Spend

4

! /

revreat}én act1v1t1es emerged.

and Westérnization had not affected the traditional Lifé— .

2

or

»

#> and thé aCC€$Siblllty to autémobl &5,

style of '‘the rural peopiegVery much ., -

\%

éatléﬁ*améﬁﬁ the qrban dwel

i

thc varlétlés of

lers

“
e

weVér, these déVﬁlﬁp engs
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_ 'CHAPTER VI
4
THE' RELATTONSHIP BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORTS AND PHYSICAL EDUGA@N

?’ .

Prior to fhe revolution of 1932, the military, alonéh

Y

I

with other Thai bureaucratic structures, had beenAéubjeét'to
. . '

a variety of forces which were influential in the formulation

of the decision to strike against the government. ﬂ%litary

officers from the late 19th century onward had been sent
o -

LI { “
abroad regularly for study 1n Europe under ‘the auspices of the-
Royal Government. They were often infused there with.a taste

for making progress for the country upon their return. But
A o ! , - .

when they returned home any knowledge or sense of reggdnsi~
bility they had aéquffed abroad was frustrated by fhé high
princes andnéheir friepds, who held a mohopoly on fhe top
%post;aand the making of importang decisions. One of these
!frustrated military officers, Phy%rPhahon Pﬁonph yuhaseﬁa,
leader of ﬁ;e 1935 GOup,ronce said, -

- - - At the very base (0of my reasons for -
Joining in the coup) was the birth_of the feeling
that in the governmens& at,that time, high officials
‘and princes acted according to their whim and were
not willing to pay heed to smaller people even
though there weré reasons fqr believing them. The
‘elites mostly felt that the soundness of the
opinion of lesser people was not important: What
was_important was whéthgr or not it pleased them.l

: - In addition to the lower offiéersrﬁéing genefaily"m\

,

| éisnegarded,kthg Ministry of Def@nce was disturbed in the

early 1930's"byrsubsvt;g‘tial budget cuts. The extent of ‘this

W
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disturbance was indicated by the fact'that Prince 80woradet,

Mlnlster of Defénce fram 1928 r931 re31gned over, the cut in

the mil;tary budqet-% Such a polltlcal :e31gnatlon,was in é%

itself an important .event, It alsoqunthered the @is- ', . |

satisfaction among the military. § R

,

RISE OF THE MILITARY o NN

: . The revolutlon of 1932 provlded the neceqsary

’

1mpetus from Whlch the military plunged into the political

"a

ife of Thalland although at the beginning of the consti-

tutional reqmme the role of the m%gltary had not been over~
‘% ]
whelmlné@ ard c1v111ans held a domlnant posltion 3, litary

officers compyrised only 51xteen of Ehe seventy persons named'

.to the House of Representatlves The first Prime Mlnister

¥ 4

was a civilian. The first constltutlon was Written by a

g

civiliamg and the committee appointed to draft the permanent -

constitutlon‘was malnly clYllians.% Under these circum—~}f

”

‘stances the clvilians might have emerged as the 1ead1ng

force 1n the goverrniment had they remained unified: But they

did not. e 7 : . 5

Y
I3

= The dlspute arose between Nal Pridi Phanomyong, one

of tﬂe leaders of the coup,_and Physd Manopakdrn, who,

=

-although not a participant Qeythe coup, had been chosen to

serve as Prlme Minister. The dispute, Whli? inltlally in-

-

volved an economiq plan, devéloped intp a virtual counter~

’

.coup, in which Phya Manopakorn closed the National Assembly

vSeveral mllitary 1eaders of the group with the approval of



191

many high civilian officiaﬁs reacted by ﬁpieing power and
reopening the Assembly. The military gééué felt that pPridi's
economic plan was too‘commpnistic, and they also dlsagreed

N
with Phyananopakorn s tactic. Thus for the second time in

a year the proponentg of constitutional government revealed
( ‘ ;

their dependence upon military support.

“ From the second conflict the indispensability of the
army had‘been demonstrated. Fufthermoge, because\éf his role
in the ous?nof Phya Manopakorn, Lieutepant Colonei\Luang
‘Phibuﬂbonggram emerged. as the most prominent of the young
army officers.7r21n 1934 he became Phya Phahon's Minister of
d@fenee. The dynmamic manner in which he built up the military,
as well as the ruthless way in which he suppressed Oppesition
to himself an@ the %egimSJ’Femented his g%ip onrthewarmy
organization."8 During hls‘tenure as the‘Mlnlster of Defence
the budget of the defence establlshment was doubled 2 ‘He
also undertook a tampaign of public relations whlch empha51zed

. the indlspensablllty-of the ‘military to the nation. He mad&
_ speeches ébm;hring,his:adminisefa@ion feﬁourabl; with the
royal administration and saying that a stronq!éiiifatylhas

L)

necessary to prevent other countries from bullying and
10

»

.roppresﬁihg Thailand. By his~aetivities he constructed a

o

solld constituency in the army. /}n 1938 he»eucceedeq Phya

ey ™

Phahon as Premier.:a

}’; "Between'1938¢gnd 1944 Premier Phibunsonggram and the

~ : . Y. .
' e B . .-

' '\“ = N " A ' ’ - , o R . . T
ATMy were firﬁly in control of the country. He instituted a
. ‘ X ‘.\. ‘7. . 7 . . ) Lo " .. . . o ‘v, )
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natlonallsﬁ policy direc®ed 1n1t1ally againgt the Chinese
'mlnorlty in Thailand and then against France on the border of

Indochina. At the same time he gradually led Thailand into -

a close association with Japan, first of all commercially and
s .
11

: ) \
then in political terms. Phibunsonggram's comifhg to power

and thelﬁﬂgfeasinqu warlike situation in which the country .
found itself meant greater influence for army officers in the
government., Civilian members continued toico~0peraten

although with less enthusiasm. Gradually one by one the more

important civilians withdrew or were ousted from the govern-
“ . L

ment. Thus the military establisbed their role J&f political
7
12 - - , -

b

dominance .

»
Y

Phibunsonggram s caplnet was overthrown in 1944. Thlsr

s

marked the first dlreCt\challenge to the position of the army
I A}

in politics -since the take~over in 1932. It occurred when,

Confronted by the decline in powerx of Japan witqrwhom the

armed forces had associated and by the increasirg, hardships

among the people of Bangkok, people moved agalinst Phibunson-
rrggram and thefoffiCefs arohnd him.}Br During this time Pridi

attgmptedrto make a come—back and “was successful to the .

extent of creating a civillan parl1amentary group. 'However,

in 1947 Phihunsonggram staged another revolution whiqh ousted

14

Pridi for good.'? ‘of the 36 leading figures of the ccupq 33 -

~

' Were army officers, two were .air force officers, and one was

a police O.f_fficer.15 :b !‘_ - o T8

o At ;ﬁé sucoessfu1<conclusion of the 1947 revolutionrx\\
. . - i . ~ ‘7/

-
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Pblbun songgram remarked that the coup was CarIiCdiUUt "t -

exonerate  the honor of the army which had been trdmpled under
18 : : _ \ ,
foot . At the same «time the military lcadership assumed
b ’
the authoritarian r‘(»l(" of savior of the nation from "the

dishonesty and avil of various Finds in the government

circle, and thoreby took ag its trust tthquarantxw of

drved to \X"?t l()n?

alize the anthority of mlllt‘zry lcqci(r ;in pul)tx(

.
orderly and qgood government . such a stancoe

i

In the course of his rule over the count ry Phibunson-
garam, since regaining control of power in 1947, had to beat
back two serious challenges from other military groups --

e ,

one 1n 1949 and the other in June 1951,'8 In 1948 an attempt
y ,
to undermine his control of the ‘army itself was stopped short
" !

. e ¥ _ .
Then in 1951, after an unsuccessful attempt by the navy
leaders to seize power, the Natieﬁal'Assembly;was dissolved,
This 1led for a rﬁturn of the Constitution of 1932 by thv

= _
a

Phibunsonggram's group -~ which included a provision fer the
appointment of half the asgémbly by the govérnment . By means

of this consolidation the lbddvrshlp of the c coup d'etat

4 ’

r

group achieved, bVerwhelang political power. By pu tting

loyal offlcers‘and followers in all controlling posts, the

army had been able to maintain its control and authorlty

#

over the bulk of the government s organlzatlon.

Durlng Phlbunsonggram s ten years as Prlme Mlnlster
(L948 1957), ‘actual power gravitated towards three rlval

leaders of the ‘Goup group": Phao Sriyanond, the chief of

-
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'S | .
police; Sarit Thanarat, Field Marshal of the eighty-five-

]

Pl /
thousand men of the armed forces; and Phibunsonggram him-

self.19 Phibunsonggram's position in power depended upon the

mutual support of both General Phao and Field Marshal Sari£,
who were both about the same .age and inevitably in compe{ition

to succeed Phibunsonggram as leader. Thej;'two cliques were

muéually exclusive, and the rise to the top by one of them
p
would be iﬂfompatible with the expectations of the other.

Between 1955 and 1957 the cliques inténsified their differ-

N

ences. However, the Phibunsonggram and General Phao groups

were finally ousted in 1957 by $ield Marshal Sarit who was

backed by the army and moved in to -“clean up the mesq:HZO

~

New electibns. were carried out in 1957, after which

sarif tried to form a new parliamentary group, which was. .

intended to amalgamate the various elements of parliamentary
xsupport, appoihted‘or elécted;: Owing. to i1l health, he named
his immsdiatb deputy in the army, General Thanom Klttikachorn,
. to the Prime ‘Minister's office thle he went abxoad for
 medxca1 trgatmeqt. However, the $ndecisiveness of the care-
taker government p;gmpted Sarit's return from abroad, and he
?immediately<stagéd another égup, overthrew the constitution

‘and set himself up in 1958 as a military dictator of the
,Revolutionarj‘Party.Z%
S R ,

/., o, *‘ / . ' ) )
In January, 1959, a new temporary constitution was

)

decreed. ' It provided for.an appoigted assembly with the dual

function é;ﬁé feéislétive,bod{»and a constitutional assembly."

—
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Field Marshal Sarit took the Premier“suoffipe hiﬁ;elf- A
tough line,wes proclaimed against dissident elements and
corruption. A pumber of the loudest parliamentery'a;d )
journalistic opponenﬁ; of the govegnment were jaiied and a
few men exacuted for political and social crimes.?? once.
again, Field Marshal Sarit established tight army conerol on

the machinery of the. government in ®thé patterﬁ of the cotps

of 1947™and 1951.

, YAt the time of Sarit's death in 1963 Geperal Thanom

Kittikachofn took over ‘as Prime é&nﬁster of Thailand The

-

pattern of: admlnlstration\followed the same. line as in the

A

past ~~'army and other armed forces officers were recrnlted
,tg top executive posts~in the countfy The government pf

General Madnom has continued in poweg up to thé present time.
.-

What are the reasons behind the fact that the rela-
tive power of the army among‘the'various bureaucratic

ageneies has proved so o&erwhelming? The flrSt and perhaps

»

- the most obvxous characteristic 15 the control over ‘arms. Eut
‘ ~ -

. there are other characteristics which=also must be‘considered.

¥ A

The nature of the army's organ1zation is another 1mportant
fac?or.l The orgAn121ng princ1p1e of the army is unmistakably
that of a heirarchg¥” In Thailand this fitted ‘the traditional

i
.modes of social organization as we%l qs Thai attitudes. _f,\
"According to the reseerch in connection with the psychological
,

fcontent of chial organization carried out in central Thalland

o by LM, Han , Jr., and Herbert Phlllips, it was found that
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the Thai undeérstopd social organization only when patterned
in subordinate-superordinate te;-:msc23 In the words of the
authors: ’ ‘

Group coherence depends on statu:ﬁﬂﬁequality.
It is difficult for an equal ta give ything of
value to an equal or to command his respect. Indeed
he stands as.a potential competitor for favors.

Group solidarity requires . . . framing
unambiguously the relative rank of each.Z24

Thus, it is contended here that in a society which has, such

a sociopsychological taste for heirarchy a mildtary organizaﬁ
tion will very likely be a strong one. To reinforce the
strength of such:heirarchical or?enization tﬁ% army can
.‘always call upon the disciplines of 1oyalty and swift punish-
ment. Furthermore,,respect, deference? and loyelty to one's
supericrs;is,also a large element of traditicnal Thai social

thought, and the army can call upon them at will.?>

One other characteristic which gives the army
» v . . B \

additional means of sclidarfty and eeptﬁ?de_corps is the |,
distingtive‘uniforms and iqflgnia, ranks, titles and other

symbollc apparatus of the quanlzation as a whole or of .

particular unlt.2§ Members of the army can be expected to

ﬂhave an allegiance to the organlzatlon as well as to
/ Ph
/ 1nd1vrduals in 1t; As a result, . gach member of the army

.

A

becomes concerned r%lative to the role and place of the B

. organlzation'in the country ‘The army's hon@k%pecomes an
R , .

issue of personal hqnor.

| Furthermogé, soldlering is noy a- professlon and is

attracting the yout?s in the cdhntry.v As entioned “"
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previously, prior to 1932 yéung men tried to avoid gon-
- ‘ .
! )

~

. Lo . ! .
scription. Since the success of ghe country's flrst‘revoly;

tion, the prestige of mil%}azx;_eSpe01ally thé army, has

]

risen remarkably. The faet that some of the mllltary men
" |

have enteredipolitlcs and have assumed unusual_euthorlty, has -
heiped’cement“this\shift. .Thus, the recrultment and "training
Jf'personnel have’become a ueceésary parf,!h“the military
and the army. These activities are partioularly important

‘ - -

in regard to the officer corps. Tﬁerarmy,.as well as the
T ’ . .

other serv1ces,‘maint<1n cadet academies which, because of

)

Ahefprestiée of the militaryGofficer's role, receive large &
numbere‘of applicants each year.27 They are thﬁsraole to &L
select candidates whom.they want. This seleqtiod in itself
contributes uo:thertradition,of the\military as an elite.

group, and the graduates of the military academies are the

. e o . 2 L
elite of the miTitary services. 8 Moreaver, control over
Y C

- education permits the army to mold the candidate officer'’s

'example, in 1939‘ when a group of

.military law has at timea been extraordi

- 14

mind, including ‘his attitude toward politics. 4Under such

circumstances it is not surprising that miPitary ofﬁ&cers‘in

Thailanﬁ share ycertain attitudes and ideas which dkétinguish
4 3 \ ‘

them from civ;lién%.zg L ij} : | S
i ¥ . " '

The military is also’ jud1c1ally independent whlch

"

means that soldlers live underx . strlct military law and are

tried in military courts. However, the flexibillty éf

ylly broad. For

nspirators was brought

“to trial for revolt it was decided by the government, then
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’ ' ) )
ander Phibunsonggram's firm control, that hecause shme-of the
accused were army officers @11 of them sheuld A_ppmir bofore a
Speciél court under- military auspices.
6 L. ) . P R
. f " .: § . A s K
\ ' i . @
b { inaily, the Minis tr}/ of De fun( e engaqges in a pumboer

s,

,()f (‘xtrd mllltdx’y activities. It directs several irdustrials
enterprises, including a fuel distribution organization and

T ’ =
factories producing batterics, " leather goods, glass, woven

. 31 . \ . a
cloth, and cannced food. Military units operate a majority
. .‘ A .
of commercial radio broadcasting stations and a televi .1<)xr

. | : v

station in the country. The ministry is al'so a sharcholder in
the Military Bank, a private commercial Yenture. Many top

military personnel also hold directorships“or3chairmanships'
- of many of the private.enterprises. ,Thls.type of adminis-

= . 3 * . , Y . - lL. '
_trative autonomy is widespread in the government, but in the

miﬁitary it is highi&'devéioﬁQEQfor:two reasons.  One”is the
I . : -
very sfmple consideration thut thc army wants it that way and
3 "o 'R .
: canrxn51st on lt. Secondly, the leltary has control of far

<y

greater flnanclal resources than oth T age encles and tl refore

!w N . . . i ‘
has an unu%ual degpee of flex;billtfr.BZ - : N

. B o

4

'Lf : In te&ms of the soldier's role in politics the. flrst

I
a ®

prlorlty has to do with his ‘attitude toward the natlon. Ohe
4§/ ~ o ’
of tﬁe most 1mportant justifications of the mllltary 1sg1t$

f
1)

. purpose a§ béhrer o{ the ational;honour, defender of

s natlonal independence, and. Symbol of national status 1n ‘the

“y N [
woxld{gommunity.Bg The- second alleglance of the Thal-offlcer

- " 2

”iéﬁfouthg.éiﬁplevv;ytue§ 1ove of duty, Tove of honour and

. .
B ‘ ) i £ *
K . ' i . . ’ . - w . s
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' i ,‘
ldve of nqtlon, all !of which constituted their character

Y% 34 ; - . . ' . _
tral‘ts.,", ‘Finally, the soldier _is oricnted toward action and
[
£

L35 L l\, . :
leadership . The military acadbmics put a great deal of
cmphasis upon qualities of leadership in the traini neg, pro-

3
gramme . Thus, inbucd with a scense that the couyntry's fate L

and honoutr depend upon him the Thai Offi(‘(‘K doas not hesitate A

“to press his casm aad that of the army itself..  To him it

secms that what f‘s;; good for the army is gqood for the country.
He therefore, graduatces as a nodel of the @)(7(] army officer:
I'd

decisive, active and assured.,

»

o A >

IMPLICATAONS FOR SPOPTS AND HIYSICAL RDUCATION ~

;%L’z After the coup @’éﬁéfz n 1932 the Pwupiv S Party
ﬁfji its réspoﬁsibility in preparing the people f@f full

démocracy by passlnq the new Natluﬂal Educat iuﬂ Act 1h the

same year, With this new Act physical educatioh was Jnclgdﬁ

as an intégrai part éfﬁthé studies. 1In order to be certain »
ﬂ 4

ude . as

o
f‘v

that PhYﬁiéalzia uca tlon was given to as maﬂy

! ’,ﬁ\

‘po ssible the govbrnmeqt ‘established the Dqurtmcnt of Phy@ical

qucatlon An 1933 undér thé jurlsdl;tlon of th;iMlnlptly of
rd

Eduuatlon, and appo;ntéd Navy Captayn Luanq Suphachalabal to .

be lts flrst Dlrécf%E<General . . - o

- g
-
o H

©° It was understahdable that a military person?waﬁ g

appointed- to this ppst considering the situation in the coun-
pEt 9

try at;theftime. 'Furthermore, Navﬁ\gaptain Luang f,'»
s - ' e s
Suphachalésai was an aétlve meniber of the rcvolutlondry party 36

i

Hls responslblllties thhln the neéw Department 1ncludeé the

4 "
i
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development of physical ceducation teachers! training school
Lo provide the country and the armed forees with competoent
specialists to train the ¢adets in physical fii tness . This

was the first formal occasion that the Thai Armed Forces

\(*mph:x::lzvd physical fitnens, 7 It coincided with the rise of

the military and the Jenceral uns et*tlcd S1tuations in the

“
-

country px"mn;)(:r}i by the revolution of 1932, In general , thao

rise of the mil ltary and its relationship to physical educa-
tion had been' commentod upr»n by Paniels: 1
.';p([nﬂ and- phy,:ual cducrition hywve a long h)atc)xy
of rvlatlwnﬁhlp"wlth Lh<~m111tnry uf alliaum(qt and
national security. 1k Worlda War 1Y, Bports waere used ,
as part of the training expthenxu ln Drvpar1nq
personnel for combat and seryice duty. They were als
used for mainyaining morale and fitness in rest arcas
’ in the ‘Lh(‘dt}}cw of combat.” Toward the end of the war,
v and for some &Lrﬁﬂ following, they werce included as
o an integral part of the military medical rehabilita-
S tion program. Today, fitness through sports and
exercise is considored a Primary factor in national
security. 38 ’ -

a.u\

Yl
P
>3

al fitnes

m
2

Aﬁ@thé"lmpvtus was given to physic

]
I

théﬁ Miﬁistif

1935 when | uﬂq Phibunsonggram, of Defence
NP . o 39 o
¢stablished a youth movement ¢al lcd Yuva Ch@ﬁ 29 By 1937 this
: i : - s |
lovement was known and secen all over the country. 40 The

#

@bjectiVé'G£ the movemest WaS to train youﬁq men in the
éountry in physical éd'Catloﬂ and milltary dispipliné. They
:wcre provided with unlforms for rccognltlonn unity and to
~instill. the sense of prlde 1nto them.‘ They were feviewed at
one timc or a5:£he; by mllltary ofﬁlcérs. There were three .
:grades'of'Yubachoﬁ}, The first was for boys above fifteen
m;gérs'of age whosc parents. were willing\Fo have them trained.

The sccond group, .or fully trained stage, was for boys in the
. i : .

\
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npcondary schools. They must be at least 145 Cent1m€tgrq tall
4 / ’ ;
and have a doctor's certificate for physlcal fanEBaF“ 1na11y

the officer grade was for studentszs at Chulalongkorn  £‘

. . 4 ’
University. 1 .

“
L}

It is interesting to note that the initiator of the
Yuvachon movoménf in Thailand, Luang Phibunsonggram, pursued
military studles in France in the 1920‘5,42 He was a Major
at the time of the 1932 coup but two years later, at the age
of tﬁirtyfseven, he was Minister of Defence, Colonel and
Deputy CommépdérhinfChief. In 1938 he was Prime Minister of
43

Thailand. . The youth movement iﬂsEurOPG during the time that

=

he was thér% seéméd to have influenced K;: and perhaps was the
the movement in

motivating forcé behind the déVelOpment
Thailand. However, when he departed from the polfﬁical scene *

in 1957, so also did the Yuvachon movement .

These éwo movementsjrthé establishment of the
FDépathéﬁfﬁp% %hysical Education and the Yuvachon, were
.Anitiated by members of the People's Party. They éould be

; viewed in terms of theif’recognition aﬁd the realization of .
the part played by the military groups at the time and the
expectatlon of their role in the future. The fact that the

mllitary is the defender of the' country has not been

tested in Thailand Besldes having tcken é&rces ip~the First

-

Wbrld Wari the Korean War, and the most recen ietnam warj

the Thai Armed Forces have been devoting tHeir time to *
political activities, and planning for defence from external
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attack which, no déubt, would normally require considerable

staff effort.44 Tﬁis still left many of the military per-

a

sonnel with a greathdeal of free time.

MILITARY SPORTS' .°

[P ‘ o “
i - :
‘ £ . . , o
As a rgsult - of the free time available to military
. W 3w E

A

~ !
B B L "~ -4‘ »
personnel, a plan for mi];tary sports was drawn up by the
I ' P -

! :P'l .
army and jmpleﬁcﬁboﬁ%fdr the first time among the army
e f("‘!,)”, ) A .
personnel in 1949. ki It was deemcd that sport, with all -its
A

inherent values, could contribute physical fitness, endurance
and alertness to all the service men and women, thus, using
"sport as part of the training experience in preparing these

; : ar. 46
men and women for combat and service duty.

In the beginn-
ing the sp@gt organizatiépiof the army was divided into two
sections, onée for intérséfviéés military sport while the other
was for public sport in which the army wished to compete. The
success of the a}my James in51949 warranted the extension of
the competitions to all the Thal Armcd Forces in the éDuntfys

iCOﬂ?QqUFﬂtly the followlnq year marked the first Thal Arméd
Forces” Games.47 Due to the fact that the argy had the;‘
la%gest number of manpower in ‘its force, the organizaéion gi

the Games ,were handed over to them.48

' : ;
The Thai Armed Forces Games (TAFG) were usually N

- /
dominated by the army. ThlS did not dlscourage the navy and

A

the alr force who establlshed a department of sport w1th1n

thelr own forces to promote sports among the members of thelr

. 4
,respectlve\?roups. ? As a. result the number of sports were
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I

extended from 8 in 1949 to 23 sports by 196?450

In the meantime the Armed Forces Games began to
'reCelve attention and approval from top milltary personnel in
the country. They felt that sports had enabled the Thai Armed
Forces to unite togetherA51 Consequently, support in the form

of finance as well as facilities and coaching were provided

T

in order to assure the maintenance and the success of the
1
Games which have been held every year up to the present time.

The success of the Games cannot be overrated, especially when
f

. . . .
General Prapas Charusathien, Minister of Interior and !

Commander~in~-Chief of he Army, expressed his w1shes that the -

main contingent of ‘Thai athletes should cofe from the armed

forces.52

%Thé General's wish was<by no ﬁggns'based on unfounded
evidence. 1In 1966 the Thai?A%med Forces was accepted as a
iimember*Country of the International Military Spofté Coﬁifil f
(CTSK), ;hich began igs organization in;1926 and compr@séd 991

'pérticipating’member countries.>> . The purpose of this

L4

organization is to promote military sports ter under-

standing among the anternatlonal armed forces 3 As the name

implied, only mllltary personnel werd aPlowéd. to enter these

competitions which are held every year in different countriés,

a

‘ s . ! . N . ' , ! y .
The ewents in the competitions gre militarjistically inclined.
f ' . ' - . : \

For example, thére ;is the'military peptathlon which*cons1sts

of shoo;ing,3swim®ing,.étéepleéhase, hand—érenadevthrowing,
&nd’créss:cogntry'rgngipg. The navy pentathlon'cqmprised —

- 1
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i

obstacle races, life~-saving races, seamanship races, utility

swimming‘races and ;amphibious cross—counzry races. Besides

these activities there are other combative sports which

inciuded boxing, wrestling, judo, fencingroand_other team

sports such as football (soccer), basketball, shooting, field
' [

hockey, volleyball, and handball.>> : o

MILITARY AND PUBLIC SPORTS

Military sport which begén 1n 194Q made a lasting
1mpression upon the public in the following year when the
ThalwArmed Forces began'sending&teams to competetwith é‘
civilians in vaxrious sports. At first they competed 1n only
a few Sports such as 50ccer, rugb¥y football and takra#‘ In
part thls was due to the fact that they were experiment;ng
; with the programme and mostiof the budget had been put aside
to promote the Thal Armed Forces Games 56 The public began
to-enjoy the sport, encounters between the mllltary teams and
the civilians.. The: mllltary teams, with greater degree of
phys1cal fltness, endurance and thelr robust play, were able

to accomplish ‘quite a number of successes, This prompted

them to increase their participation in public sports.57

It was not untii 1963!that all the'armed forces in
the country began to invade ‘a1l the pugllc sports in earnest.
This was due to the fact that in the Fourth Asianh Games 1n te
'1962 whlch were held in Djakarta, Indonesxa, there were only
a handful of athletes from the armed forces out of the 120

representatives from Thalland 58 A%§Ording to‘colonel

"
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Romyanond, who accompanieéd the team to the Games, there should

.
A

have been more representatives from the military groups
) ) , .
I ol
especially in the shooting events in which, acceording to the
Colonel, military personnel were better trained and equipped

~than the civilians. He also pointed out the fact that most
| ‘ o '
countries in the Fourth Asian Games were represented by

military personnel in the shooting events. However;,he ad~

=

mitted that it was the miiitary’s fault for not sending their

men to the trials.

Upon his return to Thailand a report of this incldent
was submitted to General Prapas Charusathien, and in 1963 the

army began to hold ‘their own shooting contests at various new
r .

shootlng ranges. Other sports were also introduced to all

r

the forces in the country and by 1966 the army alone had

" entered inte’ZO different sports competitions.§ In thet‘same
year, when Thailand was to plaf host to the Fi%th Asian Games,
the armed forces had their representatives inithe national
teem in almost all sports, most particularly in the shooting -

events which the Thai athletes won two gold medals for ;heir
'country.59 ' o ) v‘f;
, T «
Therg was a mutual agreement betweén,Colonel
Roﬁyanone and Majer Dejkemolton,60 a physical educatlon

[

instructor of tﬂ; Army, that athletes from the armed’ forces

"were of better quality, were better discxplined and had a

Ma )
*stronger de91re to do well than aid chillan athletes from
(‘ '

‘the various Clubs in the country. Military‘athletes tralned

=
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harder and lived under strict military disciplinary system.
¢

Both Ramyanond and Dejkamolton felt that the general standard
of the Thai athletes and sports in Thailand would "be greatly

improveq\ffnmore military personnel were elected to administer

61

all sporté\in the country. Their justification was that in

time of peace’ a great many of the military personnél had a

¢

lot of free time. Moreover, the army had the greatest number
of servicemen among the Thai armed forces who would be able

to work for the 66velopment of sports in the country Colonel‘
\

Rommpnond also pointed out that the milltary could get things

(\

dopne qulckly and/further that they could successfully request
financial assistance from mo t of the private enterprises as

well as other various sod!c s. Financial assistance is a; o

3

much-needed resource for» the development and prémotion,of
sSports. Romyanohd personally felt that without military

assistance the development of sports in Thailand would [)e An. v

great jeopardy.62 , . Lo L

One of the responsibilities of the Department of

v - . 63

) Physical Education was to supervise public sport. In the

§f early 1950's Lieutenant General Prachern Nimitbutr was the

second‘military personnel to have beenﬁappéinted,niréctOr

i

g General of the Department of;PhygicaE”Education. All sub%e—
. o / . o

queht appointments‘have.beenfcivilians. In 1950 General

’

Prapas Charusathien was electeq President of the Thax

xnternatlonal Olympic Committee, a position 'he has held up to

the present . t1me.§4 In-the early 1960's all of the 20

amateur sport assol:lations in thej country elected leading
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military or police personnel asaexecutives of their associa-
v
tions usually as Presid®nt of the Association. For example,
Po)iée Lieutenant General Torsgk Yomnak is the President of
the Assoogefed Football Assoeiation; General Them Hormsetthi
of the Amateur Athletic Association and Table Tennis
Association; and Air Marshal Daweé Chullasaph of the Fencing
Association. ©? In 1964 Geseral-Prapas Charusathien was
appointed President of the newly established Sports Promotion
Organizatio; of Thailanda66 As part of the.preparar;en for
the Flfth Asian Games tO be held 1n Bangkok in 1966, Air
Marshal Dawe'e Chullasaph was appolnted in 1964 the President
of the Orqanlzlng Commlttee; The subsequent appolntments of’W

chélrman of varlous Subcommlttees 1nv01Ved many of the top

L] 67
mllitary or police personnel in thc country 4
HeWever,!there are some disagreements to the military
1nvolvement in the admlnlstratlon of sports-in. Thdllaﬂd.
Somboonsilp stated that the interest towards sports shown by

:the mliltary was encouraging but expressed his concern that

if these mllltary and pollCe perSOnnel were allowed to

S o

domlnate the admlnlstratlon of all amateur sports rn the
_ country the decllne of sports’ would be most immlnent.68 He .,
pointed out the fact that a few 1nd1v1dual military or police
;persqnnel were members of more than three or four associa-
- tions , whlle one m1l}tary person was eiécted executive member 4
of more ﬁ%an ten asSOClatlonS. It ‘would appear, accordlng
to Dr. SomboonSLlp, that there would be a great lack of

eff101ency in their'work. He emphasizedﬂthe need fpr a

1
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1
S

reorganization of the structure of sport admlnlsSratlon in
the cd%ntry, calling for a more stringent rule that would
allow a person to be elected as an executive member of only‘
one sport association or two at the maximum. More civilians
should be encouraged to participate in executive capacities,

in working for the development of sport in the countf&.

Lekayanond a former Director of Physical Education
promotion and an executiVe member of the Organizing Comﬂﬁ%&ee
of the Fifth Asian Games, responded unfavourably’g? the
military involvement in the administration of, sport. He felt
that most of them lacied the necessary;know{edqe of how to
run sport for the people of the country. - Howevexr, he accepted;
the fact that they were most capable in raising funds
necessary for the development of sport. ‘Both Dr. Somboonsilp
and Mr. Lekayanond agreed that owingfto the 1ncreased free-

time - iﬂ peace tﬁme many of the milltary personnel yEre able’
.3511

L3
to venture into ether areas of administration lngige cqpntry

afly manned by civilians. Sport ﬂ%emed ?? be
5 ] %

»,‘vﬂ
n , & ;J .
T
V
Qhus, w1th the rise of the: militg&y in 19 Q t

Ed

country has been witnessing the spread ot power among the .
mllitary, eSPec1ally the army, into many areés of life of the
people in Thailand.. Besides guardlng the country the mllltary
has also devoted time to promoting several industr1a1 enter-

prises, a milltary bank, -and sharing responsibilities in some

f the private enterprises in the country. Moré recently,
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recognzing the health enhancing potential and values of sport
.many of the military and police persPnnel have redirected

their enthusiasm to the development of sport by venturing

-

into the administration of amateur sporf_ﬁssociations or being:

appointed to some government sport‘agencﬁes g?lthus assiztinq
=

the civilians in enriching another aspect of their lives.

A

et
4 I
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Thailand in’ 1932; thelllfe of the masses had continued gn the
samelaqricultural pattern as before. Only a small percentage
of the Thai people had exercised their right to vote for
members of the new parliament.1 It coﬁld almost be assumed
that the revolution of 1932»had simply transferred power from
Vroyalty to the group of intellectual and military personnel
%n the country at the time. Since then the pgiitical history
of Thailand has chiefly been a struggle for power among and
by wvarious military;personneiﬁz The military government has
become the dominant social institution and has consequently
assumed more and more éoptrol over many aspééts Of 1ifé;sand

the total administration of the country. g “

GQVERNMENT AGENCIES FOR SPORT ORGANTZATTION

One of the first acts by the ?eople'B:Party in 1932
‘was to pass the;néw National Edpcatién Act of that year. . I£
was a gestufe:in accordance with tﬁe promise it had given
to the public earlier as a preparation for full democracy.
Following this Ac£ was;the establishmeﬁt of the pepdrtment of
Phy81cal Educatxon in 1933 to be responaible for school and

public sports.“ This was the fixst indication that the

" . ) AR ) .
government was moving into the’realm of sport organization
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in the country. From 1933 onward/the department had taken

sole responsibility in the area of physical edﬁeéiion in

4 ~

schools and sports for both schools and the pnbllc Among
public sports the department also asslsg?d various sports

associations in their international com etitlons by providing

\

facilities and personnel to run the tournaments.3 The depart-~

ment was one of the main forces in the organization of the

A

First South East Asian Peninsular Games (SEAP Games) held in

i

Bangkok in 1959 which will be discussed later in this chapter.

SPORTS PROMOTION ORGANIZATiON OF THAILAND

The key point here is the fact that even though the
degree of sport involvemené among the pe0p1e in the metro-
politan area of Bangkok was increasing steadily, the Thai
_Government had been able to accept the responsibility of
organizino and promotinq the sporting events with one
establlshment ; the Department of Phyeical Education However,

with the added responsibllity to the qovernment when Bangkok

' was chosen as the site for the Fifth Asian Games which were

to be held 4in December, 1966 4 the Cabinet began to search
for the feasibility of another sport organlzatlon. The
Government, under the Prime. Ml%lster Field Marshal Thanom
;Kittlkachorn, thus passed a legislation for the establishment
of the Sport Promotlon Organlzatlon of Thailand in 1964. fo:

?help the smooth running of the Organizatlon the Cabinet 3

appointed General Prapas Charusathien Minister of Interior'

- and Commander 1n—Chief of the Argy, as Preeiiingfef’fhe

{
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Organization. Police General Luang Charte Thrakarnkosol was
appointed Vice-President, with Mr. Kong Visudharom, who at
the time was the Director-General of the Department of

Physical Education, as its Difector.6

The immediate purpose of the Organization in the
early stages was to prepare the city of Baﬁgkok and the
facilities for the coming of the Fifth Asian Games. fhe
Organization was to coordinate with all other government
agencies or private agencies which mfbht be involved with the
Games direcgly‘Or indirectly. But most important of all the
Orqaqization was tp act as headquarters of the Fifth Asian
Games Organizing Committee headed by Air Marshal Dawee ¥,

Chullasaph. The Organization was the Ggentre for all corres-—'

pondence with participating countries.

The permanent respon;ibility of the Organization was
to promote sports to be played throughout the country,
especially in the rural areas.7 According to Singhasaenee,
presént Deputy Director ofrthe Sports ?romotion Organization
Of'Thailand,'mostzsports were played in the metropolitan area
onlj, and it was the wish of the Governmeﬂt to promote sports
in the furalfprovinées so that it would be possible to draw

national athletes from other provinceﬁ besides Bangkok. This

'~

also called for the Organization to help support all the o

amateur sport|associations in the country financi@;ly*ééiwell

as technically too. The finance to help support the .

'-O;ganiidtion as well as the amateur sport associations came
' - ' - ’ ‘ B,
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from the Lottery Bureau of Thailand. .Singhasaenee pointed out
that with the establishment of the Sports Promotion Orgah{ia—
tion of Thailand it was hoped the organizatidn and the pro-
motion of public sport would be in the jurisdiction of the
Organization, thus releasing some responsibilities from the
pepartment of Physical Education which could focus mé}e of

its efforts upon the development of physical education in all

the schools throughout the entire country.

PORT SCIENCE CENTRE

With the Fifth Asian Games only nine months away in
1966 the government was encouraged by a few medical personnel
of e Organizing Committee to establish a Sport Science
Centre.8 The rationale at the time waé the need to exaﬁine
the fitness of all Thai athletes whiéh, prior to this time,
was left to the administrators of each sport association to
detérmine in their own way. It was felt the time was appro~

priate for Thailand to approach sport competition scienti-

.. fically as well as technicaily. The feasibility of such an

establiéhment was presefted to General Prapas Charusathien,

:;Presn.dent of the Sport Promdtiorganization of Thailand, by

Under Secretary of State of the’ 1nistry of Publlc Health

who headed the Medical,Subcommittee for the Fifth Asian Games.

The plan was approved and a temporary Sport Science Centre

was established in March 1966 at the National Stadlum, which
, :

also housed the. Department of Physical EducatggJ and the

College of Physical E@ucation. General Prapas Charusathien
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appointed Professor Dr. Ouay Ketsingh as the first Director

of the CentPE.

There were two objectives with regards to the Sport
Science Centre. The first was to study scientifically the
ways and means to improve the performance of Thai ethletes
_and to keep them in the peak of physical cendition at ali
times. This would involve a great deal of cooperation on the
part of the athletes as well as the adminlstrators of all
)

amateur sport assoclatlons Slnce they would be requlred to

report all of their athletes for periodical check—upsq The

i I

second object f the centre was to provide free services
in the areas of physxcal fitness testing as well as treating
sport injuries. Dr. Ketsingh expressed the hope that in the
very near future the Centre would be able to'acqulre a mobile
unit in order to travel in the rural areas and to provlde :
free services in the abova:mentioned .areas to the provincial
athletes. It is the only eeﬁtre of its kind in the country.
In 1966 there were only two medical doctors, includlng

Dr. Ketsxngh, appointed to the centre. This was due to the
limited budget which was provided annually by the Sports
Promotlon Organizatlon of Thalland. Thus, it would seem

dxfficult at this tlme to establish centres of this type 15/,

other provincial areas. :
'y

'

Ketsingh also- p01nted out that during the Flfth

lAsian Games in 1966 permission was sought and" received from

each of ‘the foreign teams to submit their athletes to
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{ physical fitness tests. %he data from these tests were to be
“used ta compare with those of Thai athletes. The Government
of West Germany also a581sted the Sport Science Centre by
rdshing necessary equipment and personnel to aid the new

programme during the Games in 1966.

»~

ESTABLISHMENT OF SPORT ASSOCIATIONS

- When'King Vajiravudh came to the throne in 1910,
sports in Thailand started a new era, due to his personal
interest snd involvement in this aspect Of social life.: He
was an enthusiast for football and athletics. Football 4n
particular bacame, with his active support, immensely popular
throughout the cqﬁntry, and he himself organized various
«cup~ties.9 He personally encouraged different orgaﬁizdtions
,to form clubs and to,comEete in vaéious sports. In 1916 he \
%ounded the Football Association of Thailand and was the

. first Royal patron.t?

It was the first amateur sport asso-~
ciationrof its kind in the country . The king was so
interested in' the activities that he was almost always present
at the finals of the ihter:clsﬁématches. Moreover, he some~
times took part in the game himse1lf.t1 King Yajiravudh's
intéerest in:this'game brought tpe standard of‘footSall:to a:
new height in comparison with its infancy a few years | )
| earlier., The Football Asséciation of Thailand was recognized
-and afflliated with the Federhtion Internationale de Football ¥
Associatiqn (F., I. F A.), in 1925 12 Bince_then’footballﬂbecame

the number one qurt“in‘the country and'hadrghe.lérgest
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following in comparison to other sports in the COUhtTy.lB
bther sports with early beginnings which had formed their
associations and affiliated with the International Organiza-
tions included; track and field, rugby football, lawn tennis,

judo, basketball and boxing.

TRACK AND FIELD C , \

Although this sport had the earliest beginning(1897)
in comparison to other modern sports in Théiland it had not
appealed to the younger generation or the general public,
!thus progress had been very slow. It is interesting to the'
that track'and field was introduced to Thailand in 1897, to
celébréfe King Chulalongkorn's return froﬁ Egrope, one year
after therfirst modern Olympic Ga;es were held in Athens
(1896) . However, a great effort y;s made by:many young ’
Thai students who had returned from skﬂdying abroad to intro-
f§uce the sport to Students of high schools and célleges,14
Thé re;ult was encouraging and athletic clubs began to appear
gradually. 1In 1949 the AmateurEAthietic Association of
Thailand was fo;nded by these groups of .young enthusiasts.
ApﬁlicatiOPEfor récognition and affiliation to the Ipter-

national Amateur Federation was made, and the '‘A.A.A. of

15‘ Since then

Thailand was accepted as. a member in 1950.
Thailand has engaged’'in .a wide range of ‘activities especially

,in organizing international competitipns such as
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the Asian Games, the South East Asian Peninsular Games and

the Oiympic Games .
A-\

RUGBY FOOTBALL

i

. 'In Thailand the game of rugby football was first

played in 1909. There were no clubs at the tirﬁand the game

was played ehthusiastically every Saturday afte hoon on the

Phramane Ground where many sporting activities were going on
at;the same time.r‘6 Latexr on the game was played consisteqtly
at the Royal Bangkok Sports Club where there were many

British and European players. 1In 1911 the first rugby trophy
in Thailand was presented to the R.B.S.C. by the officers of
the A.M.S. Hampshiré, which was later torpedoed and lost in
the North Sea while carrying. Lord Kitchener. The cup, known
as Happshire Cﬁp, was presented for a game to be played

annually between the Brifish and otber combined teams in the

R-B.S.Cil7

s - \ )
Bet®een 1928-1940 many Thai students returped home

from their studies in Great Britain ‘and continued to play the

game. They formed a Turf Club Rugby Club in 1928 and began

18

to play matches against thg R.B.S.C. teams. These men also

. went into high‘schoolé and universities to teach the funda-
mentals of the sport to Thai students. By 1937, a Thai Rugby

Union was formed to organize competitijons among the local
teams and to try to promote the gamé throughout the qountry.19

During the Secohd‘ﬁbﬁid War only a few games of
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4

rugby were played. But the game was revived very quickly at

the end of the War. Both the Army and the Air Foree of the

British Forces stationed in Thailand also partitipated in the
. ’l

British Council Cup Tournament. From then on the game gained
A\

wide popularity among the general public and by th@}enq,of
1950 there were 26 teams taking part in various compgtitions

4 in Bangkok organized by the Thai Rugby nion.2°

N e The game had not only received enthusiastic support
- . ’

.from the public but also from the members of theefoyal family
. ¢
and from military personnel. For instance, in 1954 King

Bhumibol*Adulyadej, in the name’of his son, Prince
Vajiralongkorn, donated a cup to be awarded bi~annually to the
winnergxyetween the Tha% Rugby Union and the Malaya Rugby
Union. General Prepas Charusathien had also donated a cup

in 1959«f8r local competitions.21 ‘The popularity of the game

y.
rose sharply and by 1963 there were 33 teams taking part in
j;arlous competitions arranged by the Thai Rugby Union and the

7,//fDepartment of Physical Education. ©

A —ﬁ-'—rs..;\_‘f
N .

LAWN TENNIS ' , .

Although the game of tennls had been played in the
country for as- long as the gime of rugby football,. it has
.not reached the masses as yet. First and foremost, one must
5L a member of a sport club in order to be’ able to play the
game (although this situation had changed since publlc coqrts
were made available at the Department of Physical Education-

\

1n 1966), and seqond, the expense 1nvolved in acquiring

o ’ "
/ , . o w* PR
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- . £
necessary equipment has ‘discouraged’ the people in general from

Ee

playing this game. Thus, if they did hot”pléy the game or con-

sistently see the game being played, chances were very little

%

. Lawn Tennis was another sport played among Thai R
I , =~

~

for growth in the popularity of this pport.

‘students who had been studying in Great Britain, or among

C 22

Westerners at the R.B.S. King pPrajadhipok was very

-

interested in the game and played regul&rly'on:his own curt
} - ) : P

in the royal palace. With his personal encouragement the

- Lawn Tennis Association was fofmgd.in 1926 and has been under
royal patronage since that:time.23: o : ‘
Vd

Toward the end of 1927 the Associ9tion organized
All-Thailand Championship matches for;thé first time and had
been organizing matches in Bangkok, either at the R.B.S.C. or

the Royal Turf Club ever since. It‘was not until 1951 that

#

reglonal matches were added. The four regions conéisted of~
_the Central, Southern, NorthﬁEastern, and Northern regions.

These regional championship matches were usually held at the

Civil Servant Clubs Courts.24

e -

In 1958 the Th;i LaWn:Tennf; A sociatibn eﬁtered thé

.Asian Zone of th Davis Cup Championshi s for the first time

25 ’

and has continued to do so. From that time opward‘the

Associatioq has,ent¢rgd many interhétionallcompetitidns such

L]

‘as ﬁﬁé Thifdnhsian‘cames in Tokyo 1958, First Staf Games in
Bangkok in 1959, Second SEAP Games in Rangoon in 1961 ;
/

Fourth AsiAn Games in DjakarEf in 1962 and finally in the



225

H
¢ .
Fifth Asian Games in Bangkok in 1966.

(\ _"‘Q@_

JUDO

A\
o .
N Since 1907 Judo had.been practiced in Tha&}and Ry

»

a group of Japanese citizens residing in the country at the
time,26 In 1918 His Excéllency'Priﬂce Vibul Swagdiwong
+Swasdikul reéurngd from England and began to teach Judo to

; students of thqighyaica} education institute. Ahong the
Prince's‘students‘Tim Atipremanonda was the most outstanding
and won recognition of the Judo Inséitdf%ipf Tokyo and was
the first to be awarded 4 belt of merit by the Japanese,

- Institute. Anotherrindividual who received recognition was
Choey Meesrisom who was the first Thai to have passed'ail the
necessary tests and won arbelt of merit from the Judo Insti- -
tute of Japan.27 He was a student sent by the Ministry of

'Education for further study in physical'education in Japan.

%he sport of judo has steadily flourisﬁgalin Thailand.
In 1927 the Ministry of Education initiated judo contests for
sthdentg for the first time. F;om 1?33 onward the Depart;ent
of Physical Educati;n wa§ respOnsibleerr staging these con-

tests for students.

In 1955 the Judo AsSociatioq of Thailand was .

,eétabliéhed~to promote this sport in the coﬁntry.28 Since

‘then the Association héé éntered‘awgeﬁ-international compe-
- titions to acquire further experié%ge for club members._ The

- Judo contest in Djakarta in 1962 was the first Lnternational
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competition. In 1964 a Thai judo team also participated in
the 18th Olympic Gamsé\in Tokyo.29 They were unable to win
medals at these coﬁpetitions but the lesson and the experiencé

added to. the anrichm$nt of this sport in Thailand.

BADMINTON

Although the game of badminton was.introduced, pre-
. ‘ i .
sumably 'by the British, some sixty years ago, the Badminton
Association of Thailand was founded only in 1950.30 The
. A

following year the Association was affiliated to the Inter-
national Badminton Federation. When the gama was first
introduced to the country it was played on outdoor courts

i where accuracy and other skills of the game ‘were dlfflcult to .
develop because of the wind. However, since early 1950's

indoor courta were 'built’ arqQund Bangkok. by private badminton
clubs for public use and the game began to impr@ve.31

.

=

s ~ In 1951 Thailand ventured intd international badminf
‘ton competition for the first time. The country entered a
team in the Pacific Zone of the Second Thomas Cupéﬂﬁﬁpetition,

qu p}ayed the first interndtidﬂal match against India at

7

qubaYy Due to the inexperience@in this class of compet1t1on
Amhalland suffered a deteat°id 1ts first try. The Thai team

was beaten%again by the Indian team in 1954 in/the same
f PR ; ‘ .
competition. : s , N . .

E s \ ! -

The second defeat proved that merely playing the game

[

in’the co htry under existing standards would nop greatly

- M .
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improve the game, and that it was essential for the players

. r "
of international standards to receive proper coaching and

perticipate in top'competitions as often as possible. Con-

seqdently, in 1957 the Thai badminton team was sent to

“r

'cempeté in Malaya, the champion nation af the time,, to ga;h
experience. The result of the Thomas Cup Competltlon in
1957 proved the point Thailand beat both India and the
American teams on its way to the chalienge found_@here she

finally lost t® Indonesia.

In the 1960-61 contest, Thailand was the winner of
.the Asian Zone once again, having defeated Australia and

' . Denmark in the Inter-zane matches, However, history was .re~

é\ peated in the challenge round where Thailand was’ beaten once

again by Indoneslaplr . :
, (T f f

Badminton is included in the South East #sia .
: A

. Peninsular Games (SEAP Games) as weLl as in ehe?AEiaﬁ Games

#

" competitiohs. The best that Thailand could achieve 1n |
badminton from- these Gamesg was when she won two qold medals

"at ﬁhe Third SEAP Games at Malaysia in 1965, qné onéﬁgolﬂ
medal at the Fifth Asian Games' in Bangkok An~}966_ Keen

Competltion came from athletes from such countrles as Malay—,
(» i

sia and Indonesxa which are often regarded as world con-
" tenders in this- sport.32 , ‘ .

i Up to 1966 Thalland has produced a)¥ew top class;ﬂ

badminton players, notable among them are Charoen Wattanasln,
N B3

) Thanoo Pattapong and Charnarong Rattanasaengsuona' The



228

Badminton Association of Thailand is one amateur sport
, ’,,/
association which has brought honours to the country in

. s <
international competitions.

-
i
|

BASKE ’I‘BAL

Basketball had its beginning in Thailand in the early
1930's when the Ministry of Education b¢§an to promgte the
game in the schools' physical education programmes. rBut the
Ministry was only responsible for the school pfo@rammes and

there was no public organization -or association to represent
those ef the general public who wanted to play the game.

»

However, a group of individuals who saw a potential intérést
amon q sthe public, got tOQEtth and established an assoclation
to promote the game for competition among the public. The

Basketball Association of Tﬁailaﬂd was formed in 1953, and

came under royal patronage*in%1957a33

Enthusiasm’ for the® sport has grown andvthezThai
rﬁatiégal team has partiéfﬁatéa in t?é Second Asian éaméﬁ in
Manila ‘in 1954, in the Tokyo Third Asian Games in 1958, in
the Fourth Aslan Games An Djakarta in 1962, and in the Fifth :
Aslan Games in Banqkok 1966, Besides thase 1nt§rnational

matches: Thalland was represented in basketball in the: 1956

£

and 1960 Olymplc Games.

1\ Success has nbot come easily to the Thai nat10nal

Team 4in thls sport ow1ng to, the dlsadvantages in helght. But
.
what the Thai players lacked in heightﬂthey made:up in
- . ‘ :
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quickness and agility. ' The greatest success that the Basket-—
ball Assoclation of Thailand had in the field of international

competitions was being a runner-up to Israel in the Fifth

Asian Games in 1966 in Bangkok.

-

BOXING

In Thailand there are two types of boxing; Thai

boxing and international style boxing.

The international style boxing, or boxing under the
Queensbury rules, was introduced to Tﬁailand during the
reign of King Chulalongkorn. During the early period of this
sport it was practised only in schools, and competitions were
organized by the Ministry of Education. Gradually, boxing
hegan to spread outside the schools, through gréﬁuatés who
wished to take the sport up profe;sionallyﬁ ‘Others began

coaching in order to pérpetuate'the sport.

International competitions were being encouraged
1 s E

throughout Thailand dufiﬁg”i%% 1940's ’%d a national boxing
association was formed and affiliated to the International
34

Amateur Boxing Association (I.A.B.A.) in 1950. With this

{— i

‘affiliation to the I.A.B.A. Thailand could from that time

send national representatives to international competiﬁions.

[l

The first opportunity came in 1954 when the Second

-~

.Asian Games were held in Manila. Thailand had four amateur
boxérs at the 9ompe€itions, but the best they could manage

" wab one fourth place. In 1956, five Thai boxers participat;d

-
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in the Olympic Games in Melbourne, but did not win any dis-
tinction. At the Third Asian Games held in Tokyo in 1958, two
bronze medals were won by the Thai boxers, one in the light-
weight division and the other in the welter-weight class.

From this point onwards the Thai amateur boxirig team began to
excel in international competitions £a won five gold, one
sllver and one bronze in 1959 South East Asia Peninsular

Games held in Bangkok. Two years later they woo five silver
and one bronze medal at the Second SEAP Games held in Rangoon,
Burma. At the Fourth A51an Games in Djakarta in 1962 they won
one éold, one silver and one bronze medal \| Then.in the 1966
Fifth Asian Games held in Bangkok, the Thai boxers wrested
three qold: three silver and one bronze medal from the

competitions,35

In as far as Eoe Thai national boxing is concerned,
oompetitoré are allowed to use their feet, elbows, and knees
in ?déitiOHXQQ ?héirffists; Furthermore, the fight is always
accoﬁpanlod?bg.Thai music to excito the contestants. éThe'
Thai naﬁionaijboxihgrand international boxing are’ the only
professional onrts ;n the country. | |

,'1\ . f i N

i bespité the'fact:that international boxing only came
fto:Théiland in thé:early part of the twentieth century,” the

country. has manag 4 to produce a few world class boxers. The Ly

f

flrst Thai boxer to put Thailand in' the limelight in inter-

national boxing wa Chamroen Songkittlrat who in the 1950'

)
fought for the bantx weight world title three times, but was
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unsuccessful each time.

1o
-~ s b

\ Y
In 1960, Pone Kingpetch successfully took the world

flyweight division from Pascual Perez of Argentina and
became the first Thail boxer who ever held the world top
honour l?lthe sport. He successfully beld the world title
until 1964 when he lost it'to another oriental boxer, a

Japanese named Harada, in Tokyo.

Another dhai boxer who managed to bring the world
flyweight t%iie back to Thailand was Chartchai Chiewnoi. He

won the title from Walter McGowan of Scotland in Bangkok in

1966 .38

The above-mentioned sports assocations were organized
and affiliaged with the Ieternational,Organization et'a aiff- .
erent Egricd of time which reflected the interest of the gen-
eral public and the administrators in promotlng these sports.
There were other sports being played:in the country in the
:early 1950's. These included volleyball, table-tennis,
SWimming, hockey, weight-1lifting and ridlng, bugrno official
associations *‘were formed to properly organize them. But therq
was a great rush to form morexsports associétlens‘in the
latter part of the 1950'5 when it became quite;clear that
Thailand might ﬂbét the Firef South East Asia Peninsular'
Games in 1959. For example, the Table Tenni$ Asaociqtion was‘”
‘established in 1957, followed by the Sw1mming Association in |
71958 and theléhootlng Association in 1959. By 1966 there we:e

20 amateur spérts assoeiation ih Thailand.'These;in;luded:,
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Amateur Athletic Association of Thailand.
Thai Sports Association.
Amateur Cycling Association of Thailand.
Table Tennis Association of Thailand.
Basketball Association of Thailand.
Badminton Association of Thailand.
Football ASSDCiation of Thailand.
Amatecur Boxing Association of Thailand.
Amateur Weight-Lifting Association of Thailand.
glm‘tu,q AssocCiation of ‘1‘}xailan(’i.
Rugby Football Association of "Thailand.

1
Lawn Tennis Association of Thailand. |
Amateur Volleyball Association of Thailand. -
Amateur éwimminq gésociation of Thailand.
Judo Association of Thailand.
Hockey Association of Thailand.:
Yacht Racing ASSOéiatiGﬁEGf Thailand.
Amateur Softball ASS@Ci%tién of Thailand.
Fencing Association of.Thailand.

Thai Amateur Wrestling Association. -t

enable these sports associations to promote their

own activities, the Government has been granting them sub-

7 ' § A ' o
sidies éccording to the available annual budget. ~ However,

with the establlshment of the Sports Promotion Organlzatlon

of Thalland in 1964 the Government approved the use of money

from the LotterA/Bureau to be distributed by the Organlzatlon

i
i

to various sports associations according to their schedules .

\
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tor the year,38 Furthermore, in order to follow international
practice in the promotion of sports, the blympic Committee of
Thailand was established in 1948 In 1949, King Bhumipol
Adulyade]j accepted the 0Ol¢ympic Committee under his royal
patronaqge, and in 1950, the Committee gained recoqnirion-by
the International blympic Committee,39 Since then the Govern~
ment has provided regular subsidies to the Committee out of
the annnai budget, and has also made speoﬁel grants occa-
sionallyﬁwhen it decided to send Thai athletes to internpation-

al competitions.

One notable sport association in Thailand for its“
support of traditional sports was the Thai Sport Association
which was established in71927ﬂilThe primary objeotive at the
time was to encourage more Thai sports which included: kite~
flying, takra;, Thai chess, sword and pole fights, and Thai
boxing, to be played by the local people. ‘This:was due to
rhe fact tnat Westernrsports activities which madeétheir"
appearance around 1898 had influenced’ a great many people. to
';teke up new sports while interest in the traditional sports
. began to wene.40 ;As a result of ?2}5 decllne, Phya Bhirom
Phakdi, who Qes an enthusiast 1n»k§te flying and had written
a book on how to make and-fly a kite which had been in use
up tq the present time, and a few associates, formed a group
to establlsh a Thai Sport Association in order to promote

41 Consequently, Phya Bhirom

.Thai sporta in the countgy.
Phakdi became the Association's first president from 1927 to

1932, « K .
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Despite the effort of the Association to promote
traditional sports, people began to be more interested in
Western sports. Thus, Navy Céptain‘Luang Supphachalasai, the
Association's thirdvprésident from 1937-1941, changed his
tactics in the promotion and began to introduce traditional
sports such as takraw, and Thai chess into inter-school com~
petitions. The result was most encouraging to the Association
because traditional éports seemed to have found a new lease

in 1ife as people watcheddmtudents compete and began to play

42

. the sports_ themselves. It was not restricted to the people

of the urban areas and rural dwellers also began to take up

traditional sports.

When Phya Chindarak took over the presidency of the

Association in 1941, his first official words concerning the

significance of the Association were 6f the nature of assur-

apce to the public:

. As one of the founders of the Thal Sport
Association, who is now president of the Association,
I would like to assure all of us that the values of
our ‘traditional sports are the same, if not better
than Western sports. Thus, I would like to encourage
you (the public) to assist us (the Assoclation ‘
executives) in our promotion of our own Sports for
the betterment of our country,

-~ :
From this time onward the traditional sports com-

éeé}tions wére always held at the Pramane Ground. Many
activities‘weré in~progres§rgt the same time; such as kite-
flying contests, Thai chess contests, takraw, and sword and
pole fight contests. “Public inte:eét sﬁown towards these

activitles was so great that the fifth president of the /
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Association, Colonel Luang Ronnasitthipichai (1947-1955) , felt
compelled to request the patronage from Fleld Marshal Phibun-
songqgram, who,was\then the Prime Minister of the country, so
as to receive the necessary financial aid for smooth opera-
tion and progress of the Aésociation.44 The Prime Minisﬁer

" agreed to the request.

In 1955 the Association elected Admiral Luang
Yutthasart Kosol as its sixth president for a period of two
years. Then in 1957 General Prapas Charusathien suceceeded
the Admiral as the seventh president of the Association and
‘has remained- this position up to the present time. Since
coming to the(§¥sociation his primary concern remained that
of promoting traditional sports in the city as well as in the
?rovincial areasiqs By 1966 traditional sports competitions

A .

among "thépublic still remained on the Pramane Ground where

several actMities were still going on in the same fashion

\ 5
as they used to ~- simulta%écuslyﬁ .

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS

With the universal, growing interest in the concept

of recreation and the extension of the range of sports

46

activities, the economic boom ‘in the country in the

47

1950's”’ and a new political development with the coming to -

power of /General Sarit Dhanarat in 1957,the sporting trends
in Thailand began to emerge and a strong interest to develop
toward international competitions. Since the establishment

-of the Olympic Commitéeé‘ofAThailand in 1948 the countryihas
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taken part in more and mbre 1nternat19&a1 sport competitions,

such as the Olympic Games, the South East Asia Peninsular

Games and the Asian Games.

OLYMPIC GAMES

The first track and field meet in the Countrygﬁas
held in 1897, a year after the 1896 Olympic Games at Agzens,
could pe said to be an indication of the existing interest
in modern sports in Thailand at the time and the desire for
;}ntErnational competitiéns in the years to come. Thus, after
having gained recogﬂféji;\fromkthe International Olympic
Committee in 1950, Thailand began to wo%k towards iﬁterﬂation~

" al competitions for the first time.

The opportunity came in 1952 at which time the 15th
Olympic Games were held in Helsinki. Thailand sent a track
team of nine athlexes:to compete at the gamesi48 They did
not meet with immediate success in the competitiOﬂék it was
more important that the athletes and the Thai officials who%

had accompanled the athletes were looking for experience for

the future.f s

!

_ At the 16th Olympic Games held in Melbourne,
Australia, in: 1956, Thailand sent a team of 38 athletes to
,compete in five sSports whlch included track and fleld
soccer, basketba®l, boxing, and sailing.4? Ten officlals
were also sent along to observe the organization of the Games

in the “hope for some international competitions in the
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country in the near future.

. Thailand participated in the next two Olympic\Games,
also, one in Rome in 1964, and the 18th Olympic Gaﬁes at /
Tokyo respectively. The number of athletes sent to these
competitions was progressively larger, and thé quality of the
athletes was better than the previous yéérs according té the
qualifying standard§. Despite this the athletes did not win.
any medals due in part to their 1aé§ of experience at the

high standards of competitors from other countries. A large

group of 28 team officials and 23 oWServers accompanied the

team to the 1964 Games at Tokyo.so They were sent to observe .

the organlzathﬂghnd management of the Games. This was due
to the 'fact that Thailand was to play host country of the

Fifth Asian Games in Bangkok in 1966.

The Olympic Games are the largest organized inter-
national écmpetitiéﬂ of its kind in the world. Thailand is
by ho;meaps a majoripower in the sporting world. EThere:%réi
mah§ disédvantaées such as training techniques, faciii%ies,
diets,. and many other aspects which have to be overcome by
&hai athletes. All these require proper planning on the
part of the sport admig!strators and financial suppoxt from
the Government. Wlthrbetter planning and preparation‘of
athletes,,suécesses atlthe'Olympié Games might not be too

far away.

This type of thinklng was commonly shared by many

countries in Asia, and aspeclally in South East Asia =

b
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Peninsular areas which included such countries as Thailand,

Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Mélaysia, Singapore,vand Vietnam: It
resulted in thepéstablishmeﬁt of oﬁher international compe -

titions.

SOUTH EAST ASIA PENINSULAR\SQM'E D

/The South East Asia Peninsiular Games were pr:marxly v
organized for the seven countries in the penlnsulay An 1958

Thailand déveloped the concept that it would be appropriate

and beneficial for countrieés in South.East ‘Asia Peninsular

~ to organize international sport competitions along the 1inesi

~

of the Asian Games or the OlYmpic Games. The fact that the

N

- pebple of these countries had much in common, slm}lar phy—:
sical features, climate, habits and way of life, almogtxtheQ

'’ same standard of sports performance, organizing the SEAP S
Games at an appropriate time such asibefore the Asian’ Games /
and the:Olympié éamesf at two~yeaﬁ iﬁtérval, would éetvé to !:7

help raisgftherstandards of performance of athletes of each {

cguntfy.SI 5 C ) : .\\\

e Ay

\ Accordlngly, the Olympic Committee of Thailand held
the first meetlng on the SEAP i@pes issue. on February Zf)
1958, and passed a resolutionfto the effeet that the idea'

52

should be translated into reality. The plan was submitted A

to the,Counci]l of Ministers requesting its approval for

Y
Thailand to orqanlze the First SEAP Gameg in Bangkok in
1959.?? After having recelved the Counc1l of Ministers'

ébérdval the OLympic‘Committee of Thailand. led by Luang
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Sukum Naipradith, vice president of the 0.C.T., préceeded to
put the plan into action during the Third Asian Games in Tokyo
an * v % -~ . ’
in May 1958, by iﬁ%@¢inq delegates from the seven countries
-

iy

in the South é&st 5sﬁa‘Peninsular areas to discuss the feasi-
,biligy of the Fi;st SEAP Games.‘54 The meeting expressed its-
approval and agreed that the First SEAP Games were to be held
in Bangkok in 1959. The'con;titutions and by-laws conceréinq

the competitions were then formulated and approvgd by all

participating countries. ’
/ 4

Meanwhile the Organizing Committee of the Firsﬁ
23

SEAP Games elected General Phepas Cﬁarusathien as its prESie
dent. ﬁe immediately submittld the buaget for organizing
‘the flrst 1nternat10na1 competitlon in the country for a sum
é% 2.5 mlllion Baht (approxlmately U S $125, OOO), ﬁ:to
which the Government, under the 1eadersh1p;9f General Sarit
,Dhanarat, ag eed- 56 The Games took plaCe in\pecember, 1959,
and lnclude dz sports: athletics, badﬁ%nton, basketball,

t boxlng, cyclxng, soccer, lawn tennis, sh&%&ing, SWlmmlﬂg,
”table’tennls, nd weight-1ifting.. The Games pro%ed to be a
success for all seven countrlzf concerned and for all com-r

peting.sports in view of the ct that standard of perfor—

- " . . o
mancesof all athletes in these regions were very eVen.57

It,was agreed upon by all delegg%es of the seven countries
to carry on with the competltlons evegy two years.‘\h
.Consequehtly; the Second SEAP Games Qerexﬁexd in ;
Rangoon, Burma, in 1961. At this meet the-Bur?eseOrgahizing"
: - - o . L o e : SN
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Competitors Officials ) |
Country Total
men women men women
L e
r
BURMA 98 4 24 - 126
LAOS 36 - 14 6 56
MALAYA 57 9 22 2 90
STNGAPORE 54 - 24 - 78
THATLAND 155 30 16 2 203
VIETNAM 80 4 16 - 100
480 47 166 10 653
Country Number of Cold Medals Won
THATLAND 86
V IETNAM 28
. BURMA 11
SINGAPORE , 11
MAIAYA we o9 N
, O, ' 'nﬁ§:
1AOS 4 - -

FIGURE 8 Countries and ‘Competitoxjs-l {1 the First

b

South East Asia Peninsular (SEAP) Games

240
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Committee added sailing to the original twelve sports 50 as

a — - - .
to expand the number of sports i1n the competitions to corres-
pond with more of the Western sports. Thailand sent a team of

£ 4
149 competitors to compete’in all sports.

L ] . : -
© The Third SEAP Games woere originally planncd for the

city of Phnom Penh of Cambodia in 1963, but owing to sdme
unforescen events in that country the Government of Cambodia
. . .

-had to withdraw from staqging the  Game 8 Malaysia volun-
tecred to organize the ’I‘hird SEAP Gamas in the city of Kua]{x
Lumpur in December, 1965;‘\Onéﬁ again Thailand sent a large
contingent of athletes, 179 men and 67 womeﬁ, to coﬁpét@ in
all sports. To their credit they managed to win 38 gold \
medals, more than other COmp?tiﬁq‘COPntriESﬁ

There was no doubt that the SEAP Games were ‘bene~
fic *ai to,all countries concerned, The Competiticﬁsgprom

vided By and for all athletes were not too uhequal for apy

3
o
Bl
o]
to}
N
mt
-
-
-

individual athlete ~~ thus, the competitions

“much7k6eneti | Besides being able to prépare the countrys

athletbs for other top iitetﬂat'g al éémpétitié'é tré SEAP

e . . i

Games also prov;ded ampla opportunltles for lmprovement in

.1

5 . , . ;
dlplOmath rclatlons, 9 and rénewlnq thé tles betweén
countrles and for athletes to mix, to get to know one

another and to establlsh a lastinq relationship -" he Games

were deslgngd for the people of South Fast Asia penlnsular.

N
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The: emergency of Asian Games was quite similar to the
SEAP Gamess, differing primarily in the fact that the Asian
Games came into ékistence before the SEAP Games. 1t was
commonly felt among the As&an Cnuntriés that aside from
Japanesw athletes, other Asian athletes found it mosg diffi-
cult to measure up to the European and North American
athlotns.so Accordindly, the Asian delegates assem%led in
New Delhi, India, in 1950, and decided upon the establishment
of the Asian Games whereby only Asian countries were pér;
~mitted to compete. Despite the fact that the establishment
of the Asian Games was to improve the standérds Of;pérféfﬁ
mapnce in sports among athletes of Asian’countries, another

, important factor was the utilization of the Games to renew

. ; s . R 6
friendly relations among countries of the regions.

("h
ﬂ

The First A#Aan Games were cele

("u
[0

sbrated in New Delhi
£ R !"E R
Jin 1951. Thailand, whicﬁ sent a déléqaﬁién to the founding
) A J
‘conference of, the Games, sent elght athletes O Cgmpete in

the track events @nlyégz This Wéﬁfaﬂé to the fact thﬁﬁ many

sports associations in fhe country had not achieved recog-

nition and affiliation with the international organizations
as yet. ' As a result the ébuntry was not permitted to com~—
pete in those sports. Although Thalland seﬂﬁ\only elght

athletes to. compete 1n only one sport, but 1t was a, beginn-
ing to international competitions for the country.
P ‘ . S } " o ‘ .

vVisudharom observed: : . ; ‘ -

-



- - . to us that was a very good beginning.
Having been encouraged by this experience, another
set of young athletes were sent to Helsinki, in
1952, to take part in the 15th Olympic Games. The
participation of Thailand in these two great
international sports meetings brought new enthusiasm
to the young members of the Thai people. They began
to engage more and more in athletic activities and
the number of participants in various sports
increased by leaps and bounds, so much so that the
existing facilities have become inadequate to meet
the demand.63 .

Through, generous support, from both the Government
and the public, the Olympic Committee of Thailand was able to
send delegates to take part in the Second Asian Games held in

Manila in'1954.64

Furthermore, the country was able to send
a larger team of athletes t@ﬁcompéte in three sgorﬁs; tra%k
and field, basketball and boxing. With such support it is
interesting to note at this time the steady increase in the
number of athletes in these international games; in the First
Asian Ga ES\§81d in New Delhi in 1931,‘ziqht Thai athletes
took part in the track and field only;. at the 1952 Olymplc
Games in Helsinki there wEre nine competitors, all in the
track events only; while at tbé Second Asian Games held i
Manila in 1954, there were 23 competitors competing in tﬂze
sports. VHowever, successes in terms of medal performance at

‘these international meets had not yet come to Yhai athietes.

In 1957, a year before the Third Asian Games were to
be held in Tokyo, Japan, Thalland was\struck again with
another revolution. .The new regime was led’ by General Sarit

Dhanarat'who succéssfully wrested power.froh Premier

iPhibnﬁsqnggram.! Under General ‘Sarit Dhanarat, thefgévernment
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gave full support in the promotion of international sports
competitions, and this position was clearly demonstrated 1in
the c&untry with the prompt assistance fo the Orqani;inq
Committee of the First SEAP Games in 1959.65 Furthermore,
the Government assisted the Olympic Committee of Thailland in
sending a bigger contingent of athletes and officials to the
Third Asian Games in 1958. 1t was during this period that
the country prepared itself to be host country for the First
SEAP Games. In the Third Asian Games Thailand achileved thr;e
successes; a silver medal in the Free Pistol Shooting 50~
meter, and two bronze medals in boxing. Tt was the first
time;in Thailand's brief histery of international éompétitiﬁﬂ

that the team had won any mdeals and honours for the country.

The successes at Eh% Third Asian Games, and at the
Fitét SEAP Games in the country where local athletes managed
to win 86 gold medals (more tha% any other country) spurred
the athlétic§ moveméﬁts in the country, for at the Fourth
Asian Games %éld in Djékafté, Iﬁdonesia, in 1962 Thailéﬂ@
informed Ehé Asian Games Feéérg%ﬁon of hét willingness to act
as host country for the Fifth Asian Games which, would take

66  pdditionally, 120 athletes (105

place in Bangkok in 1966.
men and 15 women, plus 40 officials and observers) were

selected by the Oiympic Commlttee of Thailand for the Games
in Djakarta. It was the largest contlngent of athletes and

officials from Thailand to date. )

'The determinatlon to excel 'in competltlons was borne

I r
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.
out at thié meeting, too, as Thailand won its first gold
medal by a cyclist in the 159.22 kilometer race (100 miles) .
The winner yas Thaworn Chlrapun, Tha)land s first gold

medalllbt in the Asian Games. 67

>
In }he meantime the Asian GCames Federation at its
meeting during the Fourth Asian Games in Djakarta voted

unanimously to award the honour.of orqganizing and copducting

the Fifth Asian Cames in Bangkok in 1966 to Thailand.

To prepare for the honour of staging the Fifth Asian
Games, the Thai Government, under the leadership of Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, éassed 1eqislatibn for the
establishment of the Sports Promotion Organization of Thailand
in 1964, appointed General Prapas Charusathien as its first

president, Police General 'Luang Charte Thrakarnkosol: as vice-
, Co

president, and Air Marshal Dawee Chullasaph as Chairman of

the Organizing Committee of the Fifth Asian Gamési69 It was

understood from the beginning that the first priority ?f the

Organizatiozpwas to be responsible for the organizing

¥

promoting sports to be played in the country. Prior to Ehg

esthblishment of the Organization the preliminary preparatibn

for the Games was under the supervision of the Department of

¥

Physical Education.' K o

Many new facilities were constructed ‘for the Games ;

-

. a velodrome for cycling events, a shootlng range, a field

\
hockey stadium, a swimming pool and soccer stadium at

LY
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Country Gola Silver Bronze Total
AFGHAN [STAN - - - -
BURMA 1 - 4 5
CEYLON - - 5 5
REP. OF CHINA 5 4 11 20
HONG KONG - - 1 1
INDIA - 7 4 11 22

" INDONES TA 5 4 13 22
IRAN : 6 8 2 N
ISRAEL ' 3 5 3 11
JAPAN 78 53 33 164
KOREA 12 18 21 51
MALAYSTA . 7 5 6 18
NEPAL - - s -
PAKISTAN ‘ 2 "l a4 2 8
PHILIPPINES 2 | 15 24 41
STNGAPORE n 5 7 12
THAILAND 12 14 11 37
VIETNAM ‘ - 1 L 2.

S ! - 7 - -

FIGURE 9 Result of theififtthsian Cames Showing  the
Number of Medals Won by Participating Countries
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Chulainngkorn University grounds, a volleyball stadium, a

)
table~tennis hall, and finally the new indoor stadium which
could seat 12,000’spectators for boxing and badminton
contests. These were new facilities which the Thai Govern-~
meg%ﬂhéd prepared for the success of the Games. 1In all the
Gb;?rnment spent approximately 193 million Baht (U.S. $9.65
million) for new facilities and improving old facilities. The
sum also included 12 million Baht (U.S. $600,000) which were

spent directly for running the competition.70 ’

Eighteen member countries which included Afghanistan,

Burma, Ceylon, Republic Qf China, Hong Kong, India: Indonesia,
‘Iran, £sraeli Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines, Sinqapore, South Vietnam and Thapland se&t

1,895 athletes to take part in the Games which were held

between December 9~20, 1966,

At 'the Games sixteen sports were scheduled,i?;méff,
athletics, badmipnton, basketball, boxing, cycling, field
hockéy, shooting, soccer, swimming, diving, water polo,'tab;é

< w

— I

~A®nnis, tennis, weight-1ifting, wrestling, and volleyball.

/ Sz .
The Thai team consisted of 253 athletes, the largest

ever assembled'to represent the country in sporting evénts.
It was also the first t&ﬁéiin the history of international
. ‘sport competiéion‘of Th;iland that as many as 12 gold medals
//Mere wonbygThaiﬁatﬁletes. One notable athlete Qorthy of
mentioning was Preedé Chullamontol who won four gold ﬁedals;

1

and two silver medals in varjous cycling events. Other

I
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than that, the Games were once again dominated by Japanese
athlétes who captured 78 gold medals, the largest number by

a single nation.

There was no doubt but that the Games were a success
for Thailand. They marked the country as one of the centres
of interpational sport competitions. More important was the
fact that Thai athletes had proved that with better training
tééhniques and facilities they could excel and compete at
international level. Furthermore, the inheritance of all the
facilities from the Games would no doubt increase the deqgree
of sport ﬁarticipation among the population of Bangkok, which

in return would enhance the Standard of sports in the country-
Thus, the Fifth Asian'Gamésiin 1966 marked the
climax of the history of sport and international sport

competitions of Thailand.

A
)/‘
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CHAPTER VIII /
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Modern sport anq physical education began in Thailand
in the latter part of nineteenth century during the reign of
King Chulalongkorn. Following the king's return from a tour
of Europe in 1897‘he began to introduce Western sports such
as croquet, soccer, tennis, boxing‘andﬁtuqby football to
Thailand. Another important milestone was the intfoductiph
of physical education into the school curriculum in 1898.A
Although it was not a required subjectiduring the earlyl
period its presence in the school system marked the commence-
ment of Western influence as a result of the European tour )

by the king and his consideration of the values of physical

education.

1t was not until 1932; after a Sﬁccessﬁul revolution
by group of milltary personnel and civillans who called
themselves the "People s Party that phy31cal educatlﬁn wa§
included in the Natlonal Sducatlon S¢heme qf 1932 a§ one of
the three major areaszbf studies in both the‘prihary and
‘sécondary schools"' curriculum., The otger two areas of
studxes were academic and moral educatlon. During the earlyh
stage of its 1ntroductlon into the school's curriculum in
1932 most activities 4@ physical education‘in'Thailand s

evblyed aroupd"calisﬁﬁenics and Sugh traditional sports as

takraw and Thai chess. In most cases classroom teachers



t

acted as the physical education instructors due to lack of

speclalists in this area of teaching.

Despite its slow beginning and devielopment physical
oducatioﬁ was retained as one of the areas of studies in the
subsequént National Education Acts which followed in 1936,
_195] and 1560 respectively. It was} considered among educa-
tiop administratorﬁ in the Ministry of Education that
phygiCalzeducétion was an important area of study for all
students in the country but they met with great difficulty
in erecting a sufficlent pumber of schoq}gzto house pro-

’ qfammes for all of éhe Thai students andkéonSeqUéntly were”’
hard presééd to prgvide'tﬁévnépéssary facilities for physical
education. Unfortunately when the administrators were in a
better position toisuéport éhysicaliédﬂcatiéﬂi tﬁ; programme
récéived the least amount of gid among all other reducation
programmes from the GCVérﬁmént} Thé 1imited fipancial aid
thus added to the difficulties which many school admims;
trétoré faced in trying to follow the physical educatiéﬁ
curriculum prescribed and authorize:d by the Ministry of |
‘Education | o :

From 1932 onwards the Thai Governmeht;was fully
aware of the cﬁkricular and inherent values of physical
e@udétion for all students and %a?e every indicatjon of 6 ,
major effort to develép physical educ&tion for the whole‘t
.country. Fulbright P;ofessofs froériﬁe'ﬂniﬁed Stat%s of;

-

America were invited to assist in the planning of a



tecacher~training curriculum and the establishment of in-
service training. The programmes beqgan in 1950 and involved
many personnel from the United States.

' ‘ é *
The othexr indlcations of the development of phystcal

Pduca¥inn in Thailand were the establishment of .the Compre-
hensive School under the Canadian Government's assistance
and the Reglilonal Education Development Project i%cludinq
Higher Fducation (REDPHE) in each of the Fwelve educational

regions which enabled the Ministry of BEducation to recelve
s0me fééa back in order to be able to try to develop educa~
tion in its éntirétyimoré,éfficiéntlyi
{ ,
While curricdﬁar physical education was slowly

/

developing in the school system, intramural and iﬂterschoolj
sports also began to/emerge within the physical education f

/
!

programmes of the s¢hools. Many of the sports which King

Chulaiénqkorﬂ had introduced to the 7tudents of the Rovyal

School began to make thelr way to other sghOGls both 1in the
city and the counticy. This diffusion was aided by mission-
aries and féﬁéigngr téachérs aéﬁoiﬂted by the king.” The
iﬁtroduction of séorts pfogrammesgdid not receive substantial

'promOtion!from tﬁe education leaders. It was part’of a new
trend in the country and ‘as such not mdny people eitheri

understood it or were interested in its educational values|

Thls, however, was altered in 1933 when the Depart—‘

[y

‘ment of'Phy51cal Education was established and charged with

the fespon51bllity of school physical educatlon as well as

¥
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1

with the orxganization of public sport. Interscholastic com-

petitions wére encouraged and arranged byi?%% Department ,
) .

while tfﬂfynﬂﬂjc was encouraged o establish thelir own sport
clubs. 1In order to promote spéfﬁ and physical education

more éfféctivefy the~Depértment beqan-tD focus on producing
specialized teachers in 1934 by transferring the ?entral
School of Physical FEducation from the Min;stry of FEducation's
jurisdiction’ to that ‘of the Department of Physical Education.
From this point onwards the numbér‘gf gqraduates increased

and the quality of trainiﬂé improvéd owing to constant eval-
watfon of and changes in the pr@&pamﬁésg Thus more and more

% . ) L )
‘r,grﬁduatés were ablajté assist 1n the school physical educa-
e ;

tion programmes and the development of intramural as well

as extra curricular sports,

One must accept the fact that physical education, in

Thailand has been greatly influenced byaforéiqnersa King

Chulalongkoxn's importation of Dxford Blues to teach sports

to studénts of the Royal School,: the Fulbright Professors,
A

Peace Corps, missionaries, businessmen and ordipary

[

foreigners who pursued their,sportihq activities in Thaiiandi

in tpe manner that they»wéuld have done in their own
'couﬁtries had a great impaéﬁ:on the'péoPle and were in part
respon§ib e for the increase in the degree of sport partici-
pationza ong the iocal population of théicbuntry. ' |
: _ . |

In view of the fact the Thai people are very fond of

sport it/is easy to»é%e why mlich attention and encouragement ..



has been given in the past in ar attempt to develop sport and
physical .education. At the same time moral support and
encouragement was not sufficient to broﬁote ‘these activitics
to their full potential. The .main. cause of the slow develop-
ment of théﬂé‘aétiVitiéS'Stemméd;frCm a lack of facilities,
equipment and personnel. Any scﬁool which p@sses;éd one
playing field could be considered fnrtunate? Frequently, as
the student population incféased, the field would be taken

up for buildiﬁq Constrﬁction, The lack ofi space was s0 acute
in many schools in Bardgkok that it was almost impossible to

fs
have any kind of outdoor: activities at all, and oply a hand-

ful of schools possessed even a rudimentary gymnasium or hall
Whiéh would alfow) for indoor activities. As a result,
adequate phyélgal/ ion programmes were almost impossible

to conduct .

Several ve been made to overcome the pro=
Plem of lack of equipment. Such measures as physlcal educa-~
tion fees and "GO*it*yourself":équipment manufacture ﬁroved
unsuccesgsful. * First and f@rémostr the physlcal éducatlon >
eée was always dlvlded prOportlonally with éther activities

14

such as school play production expenses or llbrary expenses.

Hm

Fur thermore., only a narrow range of equipment could be made
by students and requlred much time whlch otherwlse could have
been spent learning activities. Very;often students became

\ discouraged and disenchanted with ghe physical education

pProgrammes. o \
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Buddhism, the state religion, has always had

important implications for sport and physical cducation.

-

Buddhist philosophy holds that it is important for
individuals to devielop excellent heidl tih, physical fitnes's

and mental qualities so that his life may be, as freoe as

’

bossible from suffering.  Adaptations of the basic Buddhist
tencts (belicefs) have led to customs and traditions which

mitigate somewhat against the ready acceptance af Western

5

sports anpd PhYﬁjCﬂ]xﬁﬁiiVjtiﬂﬁ, ﬁﬁpPCiﬂﬂly for girls.

Custom-and traditional practices held that Thai girls should
A

. be reserved and well-mannered at all times, which is ipcon-

]

- sistent with the énergetic movements which arc required in

sSports, Howawv

2

:r, sports and physical education were

{

L

The world-wide economic slump, aspecially in the

Southeast Asia, during thé 1930's,. and the two world wars

prbmpted many countries to promote phfsical education. .
Since ;hé décade of the 1940's the. economic Sitq?tiéh o% 7
. . .. a
Tdailand has continued to rise steadily apd,rcacﬁcd a béom;
stagé in thé 1950's ;Jing to the demand for export of ?;/

R N

‘rubber, tin and rice which werd needed by the military
. forces involved in the Korean: War Conflict. Inﬁustrigzﬁza~

tion expanded, ‘Urbanization progressed steadily. The
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working class fguﬁd themselves receiving steady indotnes and
fixed hours of work which meant more lefsure time on their
hands .  For in:‘:tvan(:u, Saturday and Sunday became the |

¢
common time for recreation, and while an incrcasing numbor
of people played, so, too, many preferred to watch sports.,
The availability of potential fa})<i(:t,(xf ors stimalatad the

development of commercialized sports, particularly soccer,

rur;l;}; f(f(')t,lml,l and Thal boxing.

Jhe number of participants and spectators in~snports
L4
increased significantly only in the urban Arcas of Bangkok

ﬁ: = = E I3
and Thonburi as a raopult of technologic

1 cohanges resulting

9!
ol

from the advent ofrurbanization and industrialization in
the 1950's. Among the people of the provincial or rural
for centuries with

fow luxury items

activities, among

the rural people remained highly traditional with the

]

xception of soccer which grew rapidly in popularity through~

out the country.

7

a Furtherﬁsré, improved technology and

" enabled many urban dwellers to expand their récréati

habits, to travel away from the urban areas to the countxy-
side or the beaches for their favourite activitids, Thus,

with the improved econgmy and the concomitant increase in

personal income, the segregation of “the type of sports for

T
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certain scction of "‘the people in the nation was also

witnessoed.

The rise of the military since the revelution in
1932 in Thailand and the subscequent struggles. for power
among the military staff greatly affectaed many of the

gqovernment sorvices in the sonse that more ITli]itur'y Pfirg

sonncl bhegan to venture into those servicoes . Bosides o /
government sorvicesn, the military staff also began to divert

thelr enerqgy into business opterptises.  The fact that they
bacame successful in private affairs and found themselves
in position of power, had lured many young aspirants to

Join the forces.

In time of peace the military found a great doal

frec time on their hands. Accordingly, sports wore

o
bl

up among the armod forces as a means of ¢ acguiring’ ‘and

maintaining physical fitﬁﬁﬁﬁ, and Lfﬂp\tlklmﬂq between the

4 i

forces became an attraction among the general pub11L

_Owing_to_the. fact that the army had more manpow

er than the

»”

. rest of other forces, a great number of army men-became —

i

involved in the organization of the Armad Forces Games.

‘ With the:su6c95§ Of‘thCSC Cimeq it became a wish -

of ‘the military leaders to have more military personncl

i K

reprecht the country "in international Lompﬁt&tioné Since

(e R

1963 the Armed Forcas Games had increased the number of
sport. activities most particularly in interpational

L . ) i R }
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competitions such as shooting, and boxing.

In the meantime many of the Armed Foroe staff
'
became prominent leaders in sport circles in Thailand.

N
-

General Prapas Charusathien was named Presidoent cof the
Olympic Committee of Tluil,und in 1950,  President of Thai
Sport Association in 1957, Presidont of the Orqganizing
Committon of the First SEAP Games in Bangkok in 1969, and
President of Sports Promotion Organization of Thailand in

1964, Alr Marshal Daweoe Chullasaph was elected Chairman

of

the Organizing Committoe of the Fifth Asian ames in Bangkok

in 1966 and ?féﬁiaéﬂ@léf the Féﬁ¥1nq Assoclation of Thai
in the same year. Thote were pumerous other military

personnel who held top posts in either the sport associa-

arca of sports promotioh in Thailand.,

)

land

With the rise of thae military in 1932 and the role

of the ‘military involvement in the area of the duvclopment

and promotlon of sport in Lhe c%untrv, many nations,
especially in Asia, came to regard Thailand as one of the

sport centres in the Southeast Asia region, Of great

N

significance was the establlshmgnt of the Sports Promotion

Orqanlzatlon of Thailand in 1964 The Government, under, the '

leadership of Picld Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, became

awarc of the values of sport and deemed it important, that

’, ' w
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more sport boe ;Fluy:-d in the city of Bangkoh as well as in
the provincial arcas. This beling the case monics were
solicited for the support (;i’ sport.  In 1967, 10 million
Baht (U.5. $500,000) was allocatad l-)y the GCovernmoent for
sport promation throughout the (‘(mrﬂry,’. The first priority
at the time of the Organirzat ion wasn thes prepacation for the

Fifth Anian (’M<* which woere successfully hosted by Thailand

in 1960, s
b

A'Spbrt Science Centre wan also established in 1966

and was made responsible for rescarch relative to devaelop=
ment of better athlotes in the country. However, the ideas
and the significance of the Contre had not caught on with

the athletes and the sports clubs administrators who were

hy
]
i
]

o

inclined to favour their old mothoc

=

training and

Following the establisbment of the é]ympié Cﬁﬂmitﬁéé
of Thailand in 1948, the country moved into international
. sport competitions. Thailand, competed for the first time
in 1952 ét the Hﬁisinki Olympig Gamés;i From. that poiﬁt
onwards £he country had engaged in all other summer Olympic
competitions although their participation had nqé been \;
marked by a high degrce of success. As a result, the con-

' i : . B
cept of Asian Games apd the South East Asia Péﬂi%sular

A s
Games materfalized in 1951 and 1959 respectively with the

"
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tull cooperation of other countries in the rogions.

The First SEAP Games took place in Bangkok in 1959,
and since that time the Games have been held every two years.
This marked the first time in the history of international
Eport compe?itiﬁns that Thailand hosted any type of inter-
national sport event. The opportunity arose again in 1962
when the Asian Games Federatl@n agqreed to gflow Bangkok to
host the Fifth Asian Games scheduled té6 be held in 1966.
These Games are second mely to the modern Olympic GCames in
terms of their size and organization as far as Thailand is

concerned.

Throuqhout the development of international Spurt

competitions in which Thailand pﬂrtitipaté the Goverpment
has been acting as a vital réSGUTCéleVéﬁé@ﬂfé?éméﬁt,
im@;a}ly as well as fiﬁaneiélly, This %ntefest towards
international Lompetitlons was shown wfth the increase  in
‘number of.athletes participating in the various Games. At
" the, 1952 0lympic Games in Helsinki Thailand had eight
:representafiv;s in only track and field Eventsi chgver;
by the éifth As}an Games in 1966 at Bangkok, 253 athleées:
represented;the ;euntry in all sixteen sports. It was
beflttlng to see the result of the development of sports and
phy51cal education in Thaxland‘x the way that a large
number of athletes wele able to represent the country in. all

sports at’ the Fifth Asian Games. . The#e Games unb%ub‘edly

mark the zem.th of 1‘ternat10nal sport competltlons wlthl,n
PN i
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the period under study.

Thus, it can be seen that kingship, education,
foreign influence, reliqiﬁn; economics, military and politics
had a great impact on thé development of sport and physiral
cducation in Thailand. BAlthough progress may seem slow when
judged by some standérds, the reluctance of many people .
especially in the rural areas to accept sport and physical
tducation as worthwhile acti;ities, the lack of:facilities
and equipment, and the economic state of the nation in
general during 1932-1940, were factors Which mit&gatéd
against widespread and rapid development and progress, The

groundwork is now laid for further steady progress.
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