
PROCESSES OF THOUGHT

THOUGHT

TYPE I
1. EVERYTHING THAT 

COMES TO MIND

TYPE II
2. EXCLUDING 
WHATEVER IS 

DIRECTLY PRESENTED

PRIMARY
3. SLIGHT OR NO 

ATTEMPT TO STATE 
SUPPORTING 

GROUNDS

SECONDARY
4. DELIBERATE 

SEEKING GROUNDS 
OR BASIS FOR A 

BELIEF & ITS 
ADEQUACY TO 

SUPPORT SAID BELIEF 
IS EXAMINED

TYPE III
BELIEFS RESTING UPON 

SOME KIND OF EVIDENCE 
OR TESTIMONY

REFLECTIVE THOUGHT
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Ideas: “...terms of thought; the deposit to be utilized in the next term.”
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THOUGHT



Reflective thought: Not simply a sequence of ideas, but a consequence of ideas.

“Active persistent, and careful consideration of any belief or supposed form of knowledge in light of 
the grounds that support it, and the further conclusions to which it tends.”

“Reflection thus implies that something is believed in (or disbelieved in), not on its own direct 
account, but through something else which stands as witness, evidence, proof, voucher, warrant; 

that is, as grounds of belief.”
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SUGGESTED 
BELIEF

BELIEF(S)

POORLY EXECUTED THINKING

WELL EXECUTED THINKING

YES: CORROBORATION

NO: NULLIFICATION

SUGGESTED 
BELIEF

REFLECTIVE 
THOUGHT
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STATE OF PERPLEXITY, 
HESITATION, DOUBT

INVESTIGATION, 
TESTING, SEARCHING

FURTHER FACTS, 
NEW FACTS

DO FACTS 
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SUGGESTED 
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DISBELIEF(S)
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