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Background
● Walder G.W. White Sheet 

Music Collection

● Acquired in 2011

● Pieces from Canada, the US, 
UK, and Europe

● Description and digitization in 
progress





Walder G.W. White
● Born June 3rd, 1934

● Began collecting in the 1950s

● Continual process of 
“upgrading” for better copies



Contents
● 6,000 items

● Spans 1840s to 1970s

● Significant Canadian 
content, particularly 
from the Prairie 
Provinces















Metadata - Sheet Music Consortium

http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/sheetmusic/



Example 
Repositories



Participation
1. Allow the Consortium to 

harvest metadata directly 
through an Open Archives 
Initiative (OAI) metadata 
provider

2. Excel Sheet -> Metadata 
Mapping Tool (generates 
XML) -> Registering the 
Repository



Flexibility in Metadata



Guidelines



University of Alberta - 32 Metadata Fields
Identification Number
Walder White Accession Number
Title
Alternate Title
Multiple Copies
First Line
First Line of Chorus
Title of Larger Work
Series Title
Collection Title
Composer
Arranger
Lyricist
Performer
Cover Artist
Publisher Name

Publisher Place
Publisher Number
Plate Number
Topical Subject
Name as Subject
Form/Genre/Style
Temporal Subject
Instrumentation
Place-name subject
Other geographic subject
Cover subject
Other/Related version
Notes
Date
Language
URL



University of Alberta Excel Sheets



Standards
● LOC Vocabularies
● TGM
● Candidate Music Genre/Form 

Terms
● Draft Authorized Vocabulary for 

Medium of Performance 
Statements in Bibliographic 
Records

● AACR2
● Canadiana Authorities



Metadata Mapping Tool



Static Repository Gateway



University of Alberta Repository

Very complete Metadata!



The Sheet Music 
Consortium

Amazing Team!



Future Directions

● Metadata for nearly 4,200 
pieces are uploaded (two-
thirds of the collection) - 
close to 5,000 records

● Aim to finish by the end of 
summer 2014

● Traffic monitoring
● Digitization
● Public Outreach



Questions?

Colette Leung | csl1@ualberta.ca

Sean Luyk | sean.luyk@ualberta.ca
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