DIGITAL STORIES: EMPOWERING AUTISTIC STUDENTS AND VIEWING THEIR POST-SECONDARY
PERSPECTIVES FROM A NEURODIVERGENT LENS

Olivia M. Cadencel?, Mica Pabia!3 MSW, RSW, Helen L. Ma 23 MA, Sandy Thompson-Hodgetts!:3, OT, PhD, & Heather M. Brown2, PhD

Background Methods

The number of Autistic students pursuing higher education is increasing at an unprecedented pace.
Regrettably, the existing higher education system does not promote the flourishing of Autistic individuals.
This often leaves these students struggling to feel as though they belong.
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‘ Dispel myths about Autistic postsecondary students

\

‘ Showcase Autistic strengths

I
‘ Describe specific challenges they faced in postsecondary environments

/
‘ Offer recommendations and strategies for improving accessibility and belonging for Autistic PS

(AUSTENET AL.,2018)
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The Digital Storytelling
workshops, blending both
online and in-person formats,
are designed to guide
participants through the
creation of digital stories.

students in Canada
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Storytelling Circle Technique

These sessions will introduce
the concept of digital
storytelling, instruct on
crafting written narratives,
and explain how to develop
storyboards.

Participant
Eligibility

Ten current or former Autistic
post-secondary students with
a powerful story to share

Participants will also engage
in meaningful discussions
about identity, self-
expression, and the potential
risks involved in sharing their
stories publicly
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(Ribeiro, 2016)



	Slide 1: DIGITAL STORIES: EMPOWERING AUTISTIC STUDENTS AND VIEWING THEIR POST-SECONDARY PERSPECTIVES FROM A NEURODIVERGENT LENS

