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Learning Outcomes
• Outcomes:

• Be able to 1) define and 2) discern between the terms below; 
3) practically identify the terms as used in examples (written 
and verbal communication); and 4) apply the use of the 
concepts appropriately in communication:

• Description
• Expression
• Statement
• Assertion
• Reasoning
• Judgement
• Argument
• Premise
• Persuade/Persuasion
• Proposition
• Thesis

• Have available a list of resources to begin investigating how to 
construct arguments and logical arguments for the purposes 
of communicating in verbal and written communication



Quiz time!
• Identify the following as: 

• Description
• Expression
• Statement
• Assertion
• Reasoning
• Judgement
• Argument
• Premise
• Persuade/Persuasion
• Proposition
• Thesis

1. "This paper argues that the movie JFK is 
inaccurate in its portrayal of President 
Kennedy."
2. "In this paper, I will describe the 
portrayal of President Kennedy that is 
shown in the movie JFK."
3. "The movie ‘JFK’ inaccurately portrays 
President Kennedy."
4. "The movie ‘JFK’ inaccurately portrays 
President Kennedy because of the way it 
ignores Kennedy’s youth, his relationship 
with his father, and the findings of the 
Warren Commission."

Source of examples: https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/argumentation accessed on March 14, 2017

5. "Eleanor Roosevelt was a strong leader 
as First Lady."

6. "Eleanor Roosevelt recreated the role of 
the First Lady by her active political 
leadership in the Democratic Party, by 
lobbying for national legislation, and by 
fostering women’s leadership in the 
Democratic Party."

https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/argumentation


1. Write an argument for this scenario
2. Share with a neighbour



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “description”



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “expression”





Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “statement, assertion”



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “reasoning, judgement”



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “argument”; additional definitions from www.dictionary.com accessed on March 14, 2017

A process of reasoning; series of reasons: 
I couldn’t follow his argument.

an address or composition intended to convince or persuade; persuasive discourse.

http://www.dictionary.com/


argument
“To argue is to produce considerations designed to support a 
conclusion.

Either the process of doing, or the product…
Product: the set of propositions adduced (the 
premises), the pattern of inference and the conclusion 
reached. 

An argument may be deductively valid, in which case the conclusion 
follows from the premises, or it may be persuasive in other ways.

Logic is the study of valid and invalid forms of argument.”

[Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, Oxford (2008) p.29]



D. Cryan, S. Shatil, B. Mayblin, “Introducing Logic: A Graphic Guide”,  Icon Books Ltd. 2008

Form of the Syllogism:
1. Premise
2. Premise
3. Conclusion
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Aristotle



D. Cryan, S. Shatil, B. Mayblin, “Introducing Logic: A Graphic Guide”,  Icon Books Ltd. 2008



D. Cryan, S. Shatil, B. Mayblin, “Introducing Logic: A Graphic Guide”,  Icon Books Ltd. 2008

Aristotle’s Square 
of Oppositions





Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “premise”



What sort of 
sentences are 
present?

Is the 
reasoning 
sound?

Are you 
persuaded?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Premise? Assertion? Expression? Statement? Argument?



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “persuade”
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Persuasion Rules
Adapted from “Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion” by Robert B. Cialdini, 2007

Principle of Contrast
The smaller cost is more acceptable after it has been 
contrasted to a larger cost.

Reciprocation
A good action creates obligation. Concessions must be 
reciprocated.

Commitment and Consistency
Committing to something binds one to stay committed to 
it.



Social Proof
We tend to do what other people do.

Liking
Physical attractiveness. Similarity. Compliments. 
Conditioning and association.

Authority
Connotation, not content: titles, clothes, trappings

Scarcity
Rarity, limitation of resources, not all goals can be 
pursued; trade-offs may be required



Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “proposition”; additional definitions from www.dictionary.com accessed on March 14, 2017

Rhetoric. a statement of the subject of an argument or a discourse, or 
of the course of action or essential idea to be advocated.

Logic. a statement in which something is affirmed or denied, so that it 
can therefore be significantly characterized as either true or false.

Philosophy. 
a) the content of a sentence that affirms or denies
something and is capable of being true or false.
b) the meaning of such a sentence: I am warm always expresses the 
same proposition whoever the speaker is.

http://www.dictionary.com/


Source: google search on March 14, 2017 “thesis”; additional definitions from www.dictionary.com accessed on March 14, 2017

a proposition stated or put forward for consideration, especially one
to be discussed and proved or to be maintained against objections:
He vigorously defended his thesis on the causes of war.

http://www.dictionary.com/


Argument vs. Thesis

Argument
• “An argument takes a 

stand on an issue. 
• It seeks to persuade an 

audience of a point of 
view in much the same 
way that a lawyer argues 
a case in a court of law. 

• It is NOT a description or 
a summary.”

Thesis
• “A thesis statement is a 

sentence in which you state 
an argument about a topic 
[…

AND]
• then describe, briefly, how 

you will prove your 
argument.”

• “A thesis makes a specific 
statement to the reader 
about what you will be 
trying to argue.”

verbatim text from https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/argumentation accessed on March 14, 2017

https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/argumentation


Hegelian dialectic
noun

1. an interpretive method, originally used to relate 
specific entities or events to the absolute idea, in which 
some assertable proposition (thesis) is necessarily 
opposed by an equally assertable and apparently 
contradictory proposition (antithesis) the mutual 
contradiction being reconciled on a higher level of truth 
by a third proposition (synthesis).

thesis. (n.d.). Dictionary.com Unabridged. Retrieved March 14, 2017 from Dictionary.com website http://www.dictionary.com/browse/thesis

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/thesis


Forming arguments (jurisprudential basis)

• Toulmin’s model of substantial argument defines 
the following 6 components:

1. Claim, C: “the counterpart of the logical, 
syllogistic conclusion, is an asserted thesis that 
someone tries to justify.”

2. Data, D: “that are supposed to support the 
claim advanced; usually they are some sort of 
factual statements.”

3. Warrant, W: “whose task is to show that the 
leap from data to “conclusion” is legitimate.”

T. Zarebski, “Toulmin’s Model of Argument and the “Logic” of Scientific Discovery,”  Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric 16 (29) 2009, 267-283

p. 268-269



Forming arguments… continued
• Toulmin’s model of substantial argument defines the 

following 6 components:

4. Backing for Warrant, B: “gives some additional 
support for a warrant and indicates the ultimate 
basis that makes the warrant legitimate.”

5. Modal Qualifier, Q: “to express the strength of the 
step from the data to the conclusion and has an 
adverbial form such as “Probably”, “Almost 
certainly,” etc.”

6. Rebuttal, R: “whose task is to point out the 
circumstances in which the leap from the grounds 
to the claim is not legitimate.”

T. Zarebski, “Toulmin’s Model of Argument and the “Logic” of Scientific Discovery,”  Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric 16 (29) 2009, 267-283

p. 268-269



Data Modal Qualifier, Claim
Warrant
Backing for Warrant Rebuttal

Example argument structure

T. Zarebski, “Toulmin’s Model of Argument and the “Logic” of Scientific Discovery,”  Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric 16 (29) 2009, 267-283

p. 270



Data Modal Qualifier, Claim
Warrant
Backing for Warrant Rebuttal

T. Zarebski, “Toulmin’s Model of Argument and the “Logic” of Scientific Discovery,”  Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric 16 (29) 2009, 267-283

p. 270



T. Zarebski, “Toulmin’s Model of Argument and the “Logic” of Scientific Discovery,”  Studies in Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric 16 (29) 2009, 267-283

p. 276-277



Avoid the following:
• eristic: reasoning that aims not at truth but at victory 

over an opponent or at making a weaker position 
prevail

• equivocate: to make a statement that is capable of 
being taken in more than one way, with the aim of 
exploiting the ambiguity

• argumentum ad  ______ classification of fallacies of 
reasoning involves many of them as involving an 
‘argument to ____’ – there are many of them!

• e.g., [argumentum] ad traditionem – an argument which 
states “a premise must be true because people have always 
believed it or done it [(tradition), or that one] may conclude 
that the premise has worked in the past and will thus always 
work in the future.”1

• post hoc ergo propter hoc: (after this, so because of 
this) The fallacy of arguing that because one event 
happened after another, it happened because of it.

Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy, Oxford (2008) p.160, 159, 29, 371
1 L. Kip Wheeler, Aug. 15, 2016, Accessed on March 15, 2017:  https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/documents/Logic_Fallacies_List.pdf

https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/documents/Logic_Fallacies_List.pdf


Practice!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alleged certainty; 
Implied… from evidence: Affirming the consequent; post hoc ergo propter hoc



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Material causation – but a complete guess… ad hoc rescue (make stuff up (MSU) fallacy)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A funny try at syllogism!



Resources
• U Toronto Writing Centre 

• https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/writing-process
• Constructing a Logical Argument
• Thesis Statement

• https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-
center/guides/argumentation

• http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis_or_Purpose.
html

• http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis.html
• http://skepdic.com/ticriticalthinking.html
• http://skepdic.com/tilogic.html
• https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/fallacies_list.html

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis_or_Purpose.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis_or_Purpose.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis_or_Purpose.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis.html
http://skepdic.com/ticriticalthinking.html
http://skepdic.com/tilogic.html
https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/fallacies_list.html


More fallacies worth knowing 
about… and how to avoid them!



Bo Bennett, “Logically Fallacious: The Ultimate Collection of Over 300 Logical Fallacies Academic Edition” Archieboy Holdings, LLC., Sudbury MA, 2015



Bo Bennett, “Logically Fallacious: The Ultimate Collection of Over 300 Logical Fallacies Academic Edition” Archieboy Holdings, LLC., Sudbury MA, 2015



Bo Bennett, “Logically Fallacious: The Ultimate Collection of Over 300 Logical Fallacies Academic Edition” Archieboy Holdings, LLC., Sudbury MA, 2015
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