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Tdf_COUnC. L OF Gt ZTY SZRVICSS OF SpwidiiON aND DISTRICT

b _SRIZF PITPARZS 8Y THI DELNQUEICY PRAVANTION AND CONTROL
STUDY_GnOUP _FOX_Tns DEPARIMENT OF JUSTiCh LowalTizs O
TOVaniLE DAL INJURNGY .

Council of ~ociwmnily Services,
10611 - 103 Strest,
Zdmonton, Alberta.
Dear Sirs:

The Delinguency Prsvention and Controi 3tudy Group is a committee
off the Youth Services Divicion of the Council of Community Services o:
Zdmorton and District. Ths purpose of this committee is to study the
causes of , the prevention o, and 3the successful tre.tment of Jjuvenile
délinquency. The committes was formed four years ago, and its membershiry

_includes reprasentation from the Juvenile Offenders Branch, the Kiwanis
Boy's Home ol Zdmonton, the Guldance dranch of the Department of E ueaition,
the Family Service Bureau, the John Howard Society, the Faculty of
Aducation of the University of Alberta, the Zdmonton Public School Beoard,
the Edmonton Separate School Board, the Edmonton City Welfare Departient,
the Edmonton Juvenils and Pamily Court, the Juvenile Investigation Branch
of the Edmonton City Police, the Child Welfare Division of the Depariment
oé Public Welfare for the Province of slberta, the Zdmonton City Recre-
ation Dapartment, the Canadian kiental Health Assocliation, the Young Men's
Christian Assocliation, the National Parols Service, Ths Boys' Club of
fdmonten and the Young Women's Christian issociat’on. Ths members of the
Delirnguency Prevention and Control 3tudy Group Committee, therefors, Lop-
resent a body with a great desl of experience in delinquency detesction,
prevention, and treatment. .

In this brief, it is our intentiocn to present ths views of the
Committes om the prevention of, and the ireatueat of juvenile delinguency.
In its presentation, our committes has zziended the tarm "juvenile” te-
yond the legal definition, to include those who usually are raferred to
a5 tesnagars.

¥hils thes primary concern of this group is limited %o correctional

ani preventative programs in Alberta, and particularly to those in sxist-
wnea in the greatsr Sémonton arsa, in our submission we have considered
the implications of the Jjuvenile delins zncy problsm for Canada as &

vnole.
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Qur brief is presented in two parts: prevention and treatment.
We consider that there are three lines of social defence in the
community:
The Home

The vast majority of children are raised in wholesome hones,
whose parent's are able to promote and foster smotionally healthy
children. There are, how rer, a certain number of parents vho, due
to their oswn pro®lems. are unable to provide an emotionally healthy
eavironment for their children. These childrer frequently grow up,
and extibit problems in their social adjustment, Some turr “hese
problems inward, and becoms saychiologicallr disturbed. Others rebel
against society, commi+ enti-social acts, and thus bscome delinguent.
The same etiological factors may produce ax emotionally disturbed
child, or a delinquent child., TFrequently juvenile delinquency 1s a
sympton of an emotional disturbsace, snd is not necessarily an illness
éntirely different in nature from any other.

Community Serrices (the school, the chureh and groups such as Boy
Seouts, Girl Guides, etc.)

These organizations are not bagically established for the
prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency. Fevertheless, many
problems of maladjustment are observed by the gtaff of such organizations,
and cften help is provided to the child and to his femily to assist in
overcoming these problems. Oscasiorally, nhowever, the symptoms of

incipient delinguenc: 2r: sverlooked in these comrmunity services,

It is thought that, if more information on behavioural patterns was

made available to the groups mentioned above, they would be able 4o
detect a good many problems of maladjustment before the onset of overt
deiinguent t-haviour., Should early detection methods be applied,
problem children would be referred for treatment io specialized agencies
before the delinquency patterns became established.

Professional Agencies (Children's Aid Socleties, Pamily Welfare Bure--g,

and social services provided by various provinces,
cities, and municipalities,) :

These soci~l agencies, in some instances, have professional starf
trained to deal with personal problenms. Unfortunately, these
practitioners are frequently overworked to the roint where they cammot

provide a degree of social casework servyi-= which they might wish to
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render to their individusl clients. There is sn immediste necessity
for the establishment of a School of Social Work in Alberta, and
enicoursgement should be given to other provinces for the extention of
treining facilities for social workers., If & greater nmumber of -
professionally treined staff were available, and if time permitted,
meny maladjusted children could be treated prior to becoming major

behaviour problems in the community,

£ major problem in this area is to discover ways in which the
children's problems;can ve detected at an =arly age, so that
appropriate treatment may be provided. On the one hand, parents and
the various commuhity services should leern how to detect early
manifestatione of social maladjustment. On the other hand, sufficient
facilities should be made available at the social agency level %o
provide professional casework services to the disturbed child or the
delinquent and his parents. It will be noted that, in the previous
varagraph, we referred to "professional social work services". In
most provinces, a certificate of proficiency is required by a barber
before he is permitted to practice his skills on the exterior of one's
head, but a similar certificate ig not regquired for those treating
the deep-seated emotional problems of children, and thus, in effect,
work on the interior of one's cranium. We are of the opinion that
more lasting effects ave produced by psycho-therapy than by the
techniques of the tonsorial practitioner, and that professional
training, indeed, should be a pre-requisite for anyone endeavouring
to do therapeutic work with children with emotional problems or with

vatterns of delinquency.

There is universl agresment ih +he maxim that prevention is
better than cure, Since there is no one cause for the development of
Juvenile delinquency, there is no one way of preventing it. This
implies a differentisl approach to problems of both prevention and

treatnent, Ve believe that effective delinguency prevention and

treatnent programs would necessitate concerted cooperative efforts on
the part of individual citizens end the total community resources.
Inis broad approach would include the educating of the general public

to the problems of protection of children in {rouble, and the treatment



..
of maladjusted juveriles. I% would also involve the fraining of

specialists to deal with the potential delinquent, and the delinquent.
Many local groups have shown an interest in this field., In Edmonton,
the Council of Community Services has given outstanding leadership,
and has prepered briefs dealing with such matters as juvenile courts,
their function and need, It might be mentioned that the Council of
Community Services has only been able to give this leadership because
of the willingness of the professional practitioners and private
citizens to become involved in social sction matters such as;
commurnity studies, preparation of briefs, ete. It is generally agreed
that without citizen participaiion, the work of the professional is
hampered, and that leadership in the field should come from a partner-
shin between the layman and the professional.

The Treaiment of Juvenile Delinduency

There would appear to be a need for the revision of the
Juvenile Delinguent's Lct. At the time the Act was proclaimed, in
1929; it was a progressive plece of legislation, which was based on
an excellent philosophy. The £ct regquires that; "a child adjudged to
be delinguent shall be deslt with, not as an offender, but as one in
a condition of delinquency, and therefore requiring hely and guidance

and proper supervision." (Section 3, Sub-section 2)

Section 38 is even more explicit in defining the purpose of
the Act: ¥ this et shall be liberally construed to the end that its
purpose may ve carried out, namely, that the care and custody and
discipline of 2 juvenile delinguent shall approximate as nearly as may
be, that which should be given by its parents, and that as far as
practicable every juvenile delinduent shall be treated, not as a
eriminal, but as a misdirected and misgulided child, 2nd one needing

aid, encouragenent, help snd assistance.”

Llthough the basic philosophy of the Juvenile Delingeni's Act

is—exeellent, there_are_gaps-—which-render some secitlons—ineffectual.,

It is generally agreed that there should be a_uhniform age for juveniles

across Canads. At the present time in some provinces, children become

adults at the age of sixteen, and in other provinces they become adulis

at the age of eighteen. In the province of Alberta a child, if nale,
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remains a juvenile until the age of sixteen, whereas, if female, a

c¢hild remains a Juvenile until the age of eighteen. This situation
produces anomalies across Canada., It is actually possible for a
person to be put on probation as an adult in one province, move to
another province, commit a subsequent offence, and appear in court
as a juvenile. Thus, a person may be on probation as 2 juvenile in
one srea, and as an adult in another, It is recognized that these
dﬁsparities arise from the fact that Federal enabling legislation
permits the various Provinecial legisliatures to set their own limits
for the juvenile age., We are of the opinion that a Federal statute
sﬁould be enacted to bring uniformity in this regard all across

Canada,

Section 9 of the Juvenile Delinguent's Act deals with the

transfer of a child to open adult court. The Lct states; "that in

no case will such s procedure be followed unless it 1s 1n the bhest
interests of the child, and community"., We believe that this section
should be ammended to make it mandstory that parents be notified of
the appearance of the child in Juvenile Court, where action for a
tfansfer to adult court is contemplated. It should be noted that
most Juvenile Courts provide the legal protection of notifying the
parents of the pending court appearance even if a transfer to adult
court is contemplated. Nevertheless, we understand that in other

parts of Canada this practice is not always followed.

The Delingquency Frevention snd Control Study Committee has
become acutely awaré that the judge of the Juvenile Court is faced with
a most difficult decision in deciding that which is " in the best
interests of the child" in many cases. Cur discussions concerning
the provisions of the Act pertaining to the fining of juveniles,
were for the most part, inconclusive. While we are of the opinion

that the imposition of fines in some instances can have & therapeutic

effect on the juvenile delinguent, we think that further exploration . .

‘should be made with regard to the value and limits of present fining
procedurea under the hct, We believe also, that consideration should
be given to the advisability of having children make restitution for

damage that they might have done in the perpetration of delinquent acts,
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The committee is also aware that the iuvenile court judge

faces & dilemme in some vrovinces when dealing with & child who comes
béfO?e the court for am act that would be considered an indictable
offerce in 2dult court. Frequently, in such circumstances, it might
appear obvious to “ho judge that tie child requires specialized
institutional “rea’mont over a fi vly lengthy period of time, The
Judge, however, iw aware that the child would be released from the
Juvenile institution upon reaching a certzin chronological age,
vhether or not freximent has been completed. £t this point he must
decide whether it is in the best interests of the child to send hinm
to the juvenile institution, or to tvansfer him to police court where
a definite sentence may be imposed. Thus the "best interests of the
child" may be deteriined in part by the institutional facilities
avallable within the province, and the release procedices wused for

children detained for treatment in such institutiors,

The committee is aiso aware thai the existing juvenile
institutions do not always suit the treatment needs of some children
who gppear in court on indiciable offences. Thus the court may be
tenpted to traasfer the child to adult court merely because sufficient
treatment facilities are unavailable in the Juvenile field. The
comnittee 13 also awars that some c¢hildren thet &ppear in juvenile
court fer actlons =Mich wezld he comsidered suitmary convietion
offences in adult conrt are not capable of regponding to the treatment
availabl: in swiging juvenile institutions. The court is then faced
with the dilemma of having o child before the bench who is in need of
institutional freatmeny, but the court is aware that existing juvenile
institutions will not meet <the needs of the child and the court cannot
transfer the c1ild to adult court, where he could be sentenced %o an
adult institution with appropriate facilities., Our committee believes

that the court shovld have at its disposal, a variety of institutions

that could provids differsntial treatment based on- the—individual-needg———---——-= -

of a child in trouble,
The Delinguency Prevention and Ceatrol Study Group has examined
three solutions to Thig yproblem, bud feels “hat insufficient study hasg

taken pla:: at the present time b0 make a recomzendation as to vwhich
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one of these three solutions would be most appropriate.

One oninion is that the provisions of the Juvenile Delinquent's
sct are adequate, and that the problem would be solved if a greater
veriety of institutions were nade available, so thet any child
appearing before the courd, who needs institutional treatment, could

be sent to the apmropriate institution.

The second opinion was that there is some need for a court
vith jurisdiction between that of the juvenile court, and adult court.
This would be a court that would deal with young offenders as
differentiated from juvenile delinguents, and adult criminals, It was
agreed, however, that the jurisdiction of the intermediary court
should be baséd on the philosophy thet governs the Juvenile Delincuent's

Lok,

£ third school of thought is that the provisions of section 9
of the Juvenile Delinquent’s Lct should be modified to permit the
transfer of any child over fourteen to adult court whether or not
the charge is indictable, and if it is deemed 4o be in the best
interests of the child and community. This would permit the court
to treat the child not on the basis of the gravity of the offence,

but on the basis of the rehabilitative needs of the child.,

45 mentioned previously, it is generally considered that the
philosophy of the Juvenile Delinquent's Act is one of - enlightenment.
It is thought that the Federal govermment might do well to encourage
whe Provincial govermments to look at their legislation relating to
Juvenile courts, and the treatment of juvenile delinquents %o see if
they are being consistent with the vhilosophy of the Juvenile Delinquents
Lot,
Police and Gourts

In most Instances, a child's first contact with the auwthoritarisn

aspects of the law is with the police., The majority of police officers

have a great deal of understanding fdr juveniles. It is thought however,
that during the training days of a constable's career, courses might
weil be included on the early detection, prevention and treatment of
Jjuvenile delinguency, as well as other resources for the referral of

children with oroblems. Such a course would provide a constable with
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an undergtanding of his position in the entire correctional process,

It is believed that the majority of law enforcement agencies would be
pleased to have such informetion made available to them, for most of
the senior officials agree that the prime role of the police is the
prevention of crime. %When a juvenile appears in court, he undergoes
an experience that might well influence the rest of his life, We believe
that it is imperative that =z child appearing before the court should be
treated in a manner that is most likely to 2id in his rehabilitation.
We believe strongly that the Mudge of the juvenile court should be a
highly cwalified porson, learned not only in the law, but also in
human behaviour. Ideally, the Judge of the juvenile court should be
adequately remunerated for the most difficulit tasi that he performs.,
The Judge of the juvenile court should also have expert guidance from
the probation officer who, as a court social worker, would prepare

a social history and advise the judge as to the treatment facilities

avallable to meet the needs of the individual delinquent child,

It is considered that the juvenile court has to be a reasonable
mneeting ground beiween the social needs of the child in society on the
one hand, and the protection of the legal rights of the child and
soclety on the other. It is thought that a juvenile court that does
not have at least one judge with conplete legel training and one judge
with "social feeling", will not be fully equipned to provide the
services it ideally should. It would be desirable if the qualities of

complete legal training and "socdal feeling® should be combined in this

gzme individual.

In certain areas the functions of the police magistrate and the
Judge of the juvenile court are combined in the same individual. Thesge
are two very important functions., It is sometimes no doubt difficult
for a magistrate to change his role and become a juvenile court Jjudge,

only fo change baclt to heing a magistrate agsin., Thls would not seen

so—he—entirvely—fair-—to-the—court and perheps considermtion Gould be

given to the divigion of these functions, The orientation of the adult
crininal court and fthe juvenile court axe different, and it must pose
a problem %o one individual o switch back znd forth from being a

negistrate and a judgs of a juvenile court.



If a sufficient number of qualified judges of the juvenile
court cannot be located, an alternative solution might be to have the
Judge of the juvenile court merely decide whether or not & child is
delinquent, and leave the prescrintion of appropriate treatment to
a tribunal, such as a youth autherity (refer to California Youth
futhority). Such a tribunal could he cosnizant of all facilities that
exist within the province, and could obbain expert guidance from the
vrobation officers, and other persons, such as psychiatrists,
psychologists and child puidance centers, if this is deemed appropriate.
Detention of the Child

It is Felt that an examination of detention facilities across
Canada should be made. DProbation officers working in many parts of
Canada are aware that children are lodged in police ecells, fire halls,
and other such detention centers. It is difficult to congtrue such
treatment as being " in the beat interests of the child". If possible
a child awalting appearance in court ghould be returned to his owm
parents, if they are capable of providing supervision snd guidance,
until suchh ¥ime as the child is to appear in court. If the child is
to be held in detention, he should be held in such a place that he will
not come into conbact with adult offenders, and he should not be held
in degrading civcunstances as exist in some local lock-ups.

If a child is to be held more than overnight in custody, there
should be some program to provide for the child. There is nothing
worse for pewsonal development than enforced idleness, in an environment
that could be corrupbing. The object of detenition should be +to better
the child, to provide diagnostic information, 2nd assist in reformation
and not to promote the deterioration of an already disturbed personality.
In addition %o making the neriod of deteniion as valuable as possible,
both from the point of view of disgnosis and the proteciion of society,
it is felt most important that the length of detention be kept to the
minisum necessary to obtain the objesctives.

Undoubtedly, there are occasions when a child is detained for
several weelis nrior to his first court appearance primarily because he
iz a "security risk", or secondly, because there was no suitable home
or foster home in which to place the child., If the prolonged period
of detention stoms only from the fact that the court dockets are over
lozded, this is an extremely unhealthy situstion, that showld be
renedied as quickly as possibdle,

There may be a case for having juveniles avpear in court twice

WITSTT such detemtion 1s requiTéd, The first appesrance; (as with the
adult) would be for tae admission of, or the determination of y whether
or not a2 child is & juvenile delinguent within the meaning of the
Juvenile Delinguent's Act. I the child is found to be in a state of
delinquency, a congiderable period of time may be required for a proper
assessitent. The child so detained would be one who has been adjudged
delinguent or who has aduitted to being a juvenile delinguent, rather
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than as one who is alleged tc be a juvenile delinguent. Under the

present operation in most Provinces, it is theoretically possible that
a child could be detained for several days or weeks prior to his
appearance in court, and then after denying the delinguency, he could
be found not to have committed a delinquency. It is an extremely
dangerous possibility, and some provision in law should be made to
prevent such an occurrence., Wo child should be held in custody without
aicharge being laid, and without the child!'s appearance in court at the
earliest possible date, for the determination of delinqguency.

Some peonle are of the opinion that it is an emotionally damaging

Iperience for a child to be »iaced on tenderhooks rezarding vhether

or not he ig going to be adjuged a juvenile delinaguent. If there iz
any argument for the detsrrent effect of anxdiety and fear, it lies not
aﬁ the point of whether or not a child is going to be adjvuged to have
committed a delinguency. Rather, it is determined by the disposition
of the court if he is adjuged to be 2 juvenile delinguent within the
meaning of the Act. In simpler bterms, the sooner the question of

guilt or imnocence is settled, the better. f, after the determinaitlon
& period of days or weeks is required to decide the best plan for the
child, the delaying of the digposition of the court is certainly in the
best interests of the child and the community, If the only argument in
favour of a combined determination of delinquency and the disnosition
of the case, at one and the ssme time, ie that it saves the court time,
thien this is not felt to be in the best interests of the child.

Juvenile Probation

Probation iz of utmost imporiance, The probation officer should
be & professionally trained nerson, and we believe the most appropriate
training is in the field of social casework., The majority of probation
officers throughout all areas at the present time are working valiantly
against incredible odds, They are expected to nrepare pre-gentence
reports for the ccurt, and to supervise e muititude of probationers,
the mumbers which vary with community situations, Probation officers
are overworked to the point where they frequently see their probationers
only once eacil month, and then only for a brief period of time., 4lso,
we kmow that it is of primery importance that varents of children on
probation be involved on a resular casework hasis, as in most cases
the child's problems stem from the home enviromment. Attempts at
resolving the problem will be more effective if the problem is alleviated
or minimized at the source, with the focus not solely being on the
manifestation of the problem -- the child, To make this possible

probation officers should have realistic caseloads., The National
Probation and Parole Association { now nown as the National Council

of Crime and Delinguency -- U.S..i.), has set stendards for probation

and supervision. I% is recommended tha% if vprovation is 4o provide
effective treatment, no officer should.be asked to supervise more than
twenty-five probationers. There should be a correspondingly fewer number
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if he is expected to produce meaningful pre-sentence reports for the
gourt. Comparaitive study might well be made as to the number of
2robdztloners. that one dfficer can supervige in an urban area, and in
a rural area, It is recognized that a probation officer in a rural
center must allow a considerable portion of his time for travel.

Probation officers frequently occupy one man offices. These
are scattered throughout the »rovinces, There is a lack of opportunity
for regular case consultation with a competent casework supervisor,
& properly qualified senior probation officer should be available to
provide a high level of supervision for each junior officer., The
quality of ‘the services would be improved if regular case consultation
with a highly trained experienced supervisor were available, The
ideal casework supervisor for a probation officer would combine a
wealth of theoretical knowledge and practical experience in the
general field of corrections.

The crux of probation is the cagework supervision. Professional
supervision does not imply five minute interviews in a police office,
or in a probation officer's car, In fact, it implies long interviews
with a probationer, with his family, with school awthorities, and
other community resources. It is a painstaking job that must be done

carefully,

Trestument Resources,

The probation services should be supported and supplemented by
other related services., No c¢hild, because of geographical location of
his home, should be denied access to a child guidance center, to a
pschigdrist, to a psychologist, or other professionals in the field of
corrections, These services should be readily available, so that if a
child is found to be in & state of delinguency, and if 2 diagnosis is
required prior o the disposition of the case, the probation officer
may acquire the needed information at short notice., A4t the present
time, in certain areas, there are waiting lists at Child Guidance centers.
Poc often diagnosis and prescribed forms of treatment camnot be
implemented until after a wait of a considerable period of time., It
seems manifestly unfair that a child before the court should be sent
%0 a correctional institution because of the lack of resocurces in his
home ares. One of the most important resources is the foster home., The
cost of keeping the child in a public institution is very high, &
correspondingly large amount of money showld be made available to the
probation and welfare authorities for the provision of good foster homes
in which the emotional and material needs of a delinguent child would be
properly fulfilled. Certain children cannot respond_to..treatment. in

free sociedy. They must be gent to correctional institutions.

Correctional institutions should be small. Olassification and diagnosis
are integral to any rehabilitative institutional treatment program, and

it is imperative that the diagnosis and therapy be carried out by
pfofeasionally treined and qualified staff. On the besis of clagsification
treatment sheuld bs preserined, idequate clegssification implies a
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variety of treatment resources in small specialized institutions

with populations of fifty or less, All institutions should be small
enough that the superintendent can come to know sach child intimately.
Within each small institution there should be adequate means of
segregation where the child might be placed in the program under the
direction of supervisors who are best qualified to meet the individual
rehabilitative needs of the child.

it no time should any child be released from a juvenile
correctional institution on the hassis of chronological age alone,
Release should only be granted after the child has responded
successfully to the treatment progrem 4o the point where he can
beneflt from continued trestment in the community., This treatnent
should be assured in sny post-release plan. The child should not be
turned out of the institutionto fend for himself, but should be
released under competent professional casework supervision, and
provision should be made for his return to the institution of he does
not respond to this supervision. It should be the duty of the
supervisor, not only to help in the treatwment of the individusl dut
also work for the community acceptance of individuals released from
Juvenile correctional institutions,

There should be some authority with power vested in it, to
decide when a child who has benefitted sufficiently from institutional
treatment should be released to reswme his activities as a citizen at
large  in the commurity. There would seem to be two alternatives,
There could be a series of local or provincisl boards, or one national
board. The local boards would have the advantage of heving an intimate
knowledge of the local situwation, whereas a national board would have
the advantage of ensuring that every child in custody would receive
equal consideration no matter in what part of Canada he was detained
for treatment. No matter where the child is detained, provision should
be made for periodic reviews of the cases of every child in custody.
4 precedent in this type of situation seems to have been established
with the appointment of the National Parole Board which has the
responsibility of paroling adults who have committed offences agsinst
the laws of Canada, and who are detained in provincial correctional
institutions, The parallel is not exact, for the adult is normally
released at the expiration of sentence from a provincial jail whereas,
we believe, a child should receive an indeterminate sentence with no
fixed release date and should only be released when he has responded
to treatment,

The points raised in this brief are summarized in the following
recommendations:
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RECQMIBIDLTIONS :

1. Tt is recommended that a program of public education be
carried out on a national level, designed to teach the
besic principles of mental heslth and to reach that segment
of the public which hes the greatest need for such education.

2, It is recommended that the community groups serving the
interests of youth have mede available {0 them, information
concerning, not only the detection of children with socisal
problems, but zlso methods of dealing with minor problems,and

- metheds of referral of children to appropriate professional
services.. :

3. It is recommended that the Pederal Govermment continue its
present program of financial assistance to the training
of professionals in the field of sccial work and allied
professions, so thalt persormel will be available to treat
children in need, and that Provincial Govermments, vwhere
appropriate, esbablish schools of Social Work, to provide
Tacilities for training.

4. It is recommended that there be a uwniform legal definition
of the term 'juvenile' applicable to meles and Temales in
2ll provinces and territories of Canada,

5. It is the opinion of the majority of the group, that a
Juvenile be defined in all provinces as a person actually
or apparently under the age of 18,

€. It is recommended that the nprovisions of Section 9 of the
Juvenile Delinguentts Lct be left much as in the present
Let, so that a child may be transferred to adult court if
this is deemed to be in the bvest interests of the child
znd the community.

7. It is recommended that the provisions of the Juvenile
Delinquentts Zct relating to fines be re-examined,

8. It is recommended that the parents of a chiid weo is to
appear in a court must be notified of the juvenile courts
hearing in 211 cases, even though a ‘transfer to nolice
court is contemplated. If this is not done the trial should
be declared nmull and void,

9. I% is recommended that the findings of the federal
specialists in juvenile delinguency be made available +to
the R.C.1i.P., Provincial, City, Municipal, Town and Village
Police courses for initial and in-service training in
the prevention and trestment of juvenile delinguency.

10, It is recommended that juvenile couri Judges be carefully
selected for o combination of legal knowledge and insight
into the needs of children, that they be well paid, and
that they be treated ss a court of appropriate status in
feet as well as in law,

11. It is recommended that the »ossibility of enadling
legislation be considered which would provide for the
setting up of provincial youth authorities yto prescribe
treatment for children found by the court to be in a state

of—-delinguencys— -~

12. It is recommended that an eobropriate program ve encouraged
in detention homes, so that the child profits by the
experience of detention, and does not become more hostile
and aggressive vwhile being held in detention for dizgnostic
purposes only,
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Recommendations (Cont'd)

13.

14.

15,

16'

170

18.

19.

It is recommended that the Pederal Goverrment
encourage the expansion of juvenile probation services.

It iz recommended that the PFederal Govermment assist
the provinces in promoting higher standards of
professionsl service on the part of correctional
officers through conditional grants in aid to
correctional practitioners, in order that they might
obtain training in the field of sccial work.

It is recomended that the Pederal Govermment consider
using its facilities (such as the penitentiary staff
training college) for giving refresher courses to
juvenile court judges and probation officers.

It is recommended that the Federal Govermment encourage
the establishment of ancillary treatment services to
back up the court and probation officers {such as Child
Guidance Centers).

It is recommended that children commitied %o juvenile
institutions be subject to diagnostic classification,
sent to institutions designed tc meet their individual
rehabilitative needs, »rovided with the necessary
treatment, and ke released only when the child has
obtained sufficient benefit from treatment Lo live a
relatively normzl 1ife in the community.

It is recommended that juvenile institutions be kept
very small in the order of fifty children or less, and
there be a high staff-to-child ratio,

It is recommended that consideration be given to
establishing a vniform release procedure, applicable
to all juvenile institutions in Canada, so that the
child may only be released from a correciional
ingtitution vhen he has responded to the treatment
provided, so that equal consideration wili be given to
every child no matter where he happens tc be detained
in Canada.

Respecitfully submitted,

Reverend W.P. Fitzgerald,

Chairman

Delinquency rreventlon and
Control Study Group.




