. ‘*"‘.V\‘I - ) . | ‘ ‘ - ) . : . ‘ /y . » . ’
: ‘ . T .
o e e ' o :
. Ji, National Library - 4Biblioth§me,natimale - w \mNAD]AN THESES : THESES C‘N‘DIE”NES
of Canada " du pa_npda MlCRW-ICHE : Sl\l\' MICROFICHE ,
- | | Lo
|‘ o . . ‘ E . = ! !
v = - . -
w ) S , ' "'
( | . — B 4 ‘.:.q S - .

NAME OF AUTHOR/NOM DE L*AUTEUR :Q&’HT‘"{’ 4""["""”'“‘ - _ ML,

. ) . ' R . . ‘ - q -'»..‘»..;\

TITLE OF THESIS/TiTRE DE LA THESE TL‘ F‘-"MV"W“"E Ll . f —7 :
: T v i . . ,;-._\\ D S _U . '

-~

; - SR 7

j y L4 . A . .

| . hbecrehe Gy Tan Rl o

i ! D o
UNIVERSITY/UNIVERSITE A’%Uh, : ‘ ~ < e b
DEGREE FOR WHIGH THESIS WAS PRESENTED/ . ¢ P L D , = N :i- ST
GRADE POUR LEQUEL CETTE THESE FUT PRE'SENTEE I
YEAR THISIDEGREE CONFERRED/ANNEE D'OBTENTION DE CE GRADE ‘I )] 8 NI T ‘_*i'-j .
NAME Of SUPERVISOR/NOM DU DIREC TEUR DE THESE____ DV H P&u\s c/»v ._‘-'.7_ e N
. : . . X L, P

L3

Permission is htreby granted to the NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ' Lautorisation est.. par la présente, accord-’ée 212 B/eu‘orHE-'

CANADA to microfilfi this thesis and to lend or sell" copiess QUE NATIONALE DU’ CANADA de m/cro///mer cette these et

v

\igqf\ the film. » .-de préter ou de vendre des exemp/a/res du ///m .
The .a\u‘&ﬁr\{ese{ves other pdblicatioh.r‘ights', a,nd neither the L'aut\eu.r} se réserve les k‘aut‘res'drbits de pub//’cat/'oﬁ,' ni ‘/a
S ‘ - g . L . : - i
thesis nor extensive extracts from it may be brinted or Qiher- - "thé’se niw de Io_r%gs extraits de celle-ci ne doivent érﬁre'imbn'mé_s
wi:«;é repro'duced‘ without the authpr's written; periﬁ'issi on‘.\ .. . ou autremem repfodqits sans /'a«t“orisa_tian édrite de /;au(eUI.\ :

G

, . 8 L 47,4_.‘ - - . .
DATED/DATE Oe/l Jo H ﬂcg SIGNED/S/GNE ﬂ : L

PERM/‘{NENT ADDRESS/RE:S/D_ENCE F/Xf. fia\(’)' (lf M EJW"’““M -+~ A/M‘\ - - i

°

e _

NL=91 {3+74)



>

Y

i . ¢ e L e e S T < g e St e b i b

l* NationaI‘Lib'rary ot Cahada

Catalogumg Branch- : t
Canadtan Theses Dmsnon ¥

i Ottawa, Canada -
KIAON4

The quahty of this mncrofuche is heavnly dependentupon

the quahty of the original thesis submitted for microfilm-_ L

ing. Every effort has: been made to ensure the highest
quahty -of reproductuon ,possmle 7 ~

. \\
A pages are mlssmg contact the umvers;ty which™
granted the degree. -

Some pages may have lndlstmct print especially |f
; the original pages were ‘typed with .a poor typewriter.
nbbon or |f the umversuty sent ys a poor photocopy

~
‘

s Prevuously copyrlghted matenals (ournai art|c|es
publlshed tests, etc.) are not filmed.

Reproduct»on in tultor in part of this film is governed i
' soumise & la Lpi canadienne sur le droit d'auteur, SRC -

“1970, c. Q -30. Veuillez prendre connaissance des for-,
mules d autonsatton qui accompagnent cette these

by theCanadian Copyright Act, R.S.C. 1970, c. C-30.

Please read the authorization forms which accompany

this thesis. . -

" THIS DISSERTATION
HAS BEEN MICROFILMED
EXACTLY AS RECEIVED

\ 5 @

'NL-339 (3/77)

' ‘Bnbluotheque nétlonale du Canada,

Direction du, catalogage ‘ J
Divisiori des théses canarllenne

[

e AVIS

La qualité de cette microfiche dépend grandement de la -
qualité de la thése soumise au microfilmage. Nous avons

«~_tout fait pour assurer une qualité supeﬁeure de repro- .

duéhen\/_v :

S'il manque des pages veuillez commumquer avec

Lumversute qui a conferé le grade. '
.-

La qualité d’ impression de certames pages peut
laisser a désirer,.surtout si les pages ongmales ont été
dactylographuees Al'aided’unrubanuséousil’ université
nousaa fait parvenir une photocopie de mauvaise qualité.

Les documents qui font déja I’ ob;et d'un droit d'au-
teur (amcles de revue, examens publles etc c.) ne sont pas
mlcrohlmes - i . :
) « U .\ T - :

La reprod\Jctlon meme partlelle de ce mlcrofllm est/

B

L4 .
N
3

 LATHESE AETE -
o QRQFIL MEE TELLE QUE *
. N@US L AVONS REGUE

¥

e i g SR



: THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
4. » '

. ”

THE’ EUNCTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PHYSICIAN WITHIN a

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF MODERN GERMAN LITERATURE

x ry

I , by

o’

| (::::) GEOFPREY SALMON | S
S ' . o

8

; “‘A.THESIS
/ .
‘ /. ‘
. SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUTREMENTS FOR THE

DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

-

DEPARTMENT OF GERMANIO LANGUAGES

+

EDMONTON, ALBERTA —~_

AUTUMN, 1978

*



‘ submlt_ted“by Geoffrey Salmon in partial fulf;lment

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

- o A
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH | .

1
"

The*undersigned certify that they have read,

and recommend to the Faculty of Graduate'Stu‘die\s'

\

and Research + for acceptance, a thesis entltled v

THE FUNCTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OoF THE%"PHYSICIAN WITHIN

~THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF: MODERN GERMAN LI'I‘ERATURE

of the requirements for the.degree of Doc'torrb[ of

Philosophy . < : S ST

b 5 Supervx%r | )

External Examlner

S oot 1€, 1970
Date OC( '{'. 7 .



~ABSTRACT 4 - -

The- scleptlflc Efvelopments of the later nlneteenth‘
\
century resulted in; among other thlngs, the flrm establlsh-
"ment of a rellable and effectlve system of medlcrne whlch
transformed the hlﬁherto largely - unheralded flgure of the
phy51c1an into a, personage of exalted and respected social
‘standpng. Elevated to a’ pOSltlon among the hlghest ranks
'1n soc1ety the phy51c1an came to be regarded as an 1nd1v1dual
able to penetrate the mysterles and problems of ex1stence
to a greater depth thaq*any other and, as such he subsequent—
ky attracted the attentlon of llterary wrlters who saw in- him
in ‘ideal. vehicﬁe for the expre551on of their own sotlal opind-
onsN)In German llterature lt is 1n the naturallstlc work of
o Gerhart Hauptmann that the phy51c1an ‘first achlevesipromlnence
in the above-mentioned qble, where, as afrepresentative, as.
‘melllas a_revealer of socral truths he diScloses the short-p
‘ ~comings of a technical age whioh had othErwise enthralIed
Amany w1th its achrevements. This thesiS‘endeanurs to demon-
strate ‘the SUltablllty of the doctor-flgure as the éritical «
Vehlcle of the llterary wrlter from the age of Naturalism to_’

.

the present, and encompasses the four major divisions of - a

German history within the time specified: the,wilhelminian_
Age, the perlod of the Weimar Republic, the years of Natlonal
Soc1allsm, and the post Second World wWar period. *In its

: examlnatlon of the functlonal 51gn1f1cance of the fictional

iv
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. . INTRODUCT ION

-

"It is_ natural to find

phy51c1ans well represented

among literary characters

in European fictior of the

nineteenth and twentieth .
. . centuries; their important
place in modern society was
bound to have ltS reflection
'in literature."

With these words Hermann Boeschenstein, in his study The
.Germah Novel, 1939-1944, begins a chapter on the literary

1
treatment of the physician.  He continues by stressing the
. &

latter’s significant'position within the "occupationel-strat-

ification of'fiction," and lists as reasons for the medicdl
’ R

man's social 1mportance "the 1ncrea51ng attentlon paid to

Py . :
health in modern llfe,...the search for a deeper. understand-

ing of the process of heallng;r..the fact that particular
medical preblems have hecome ﬁighly controversial topics in
which even‘léyﬁen are taking gteatfinterestﬁ§24To the first
"essential point that Boeschenstein mekes-—the frequency with
Whlch the phy51c1an is selected as a llterary character in
‘European fiction of the nlneteenth and twentieth centurles-;
it must be added that the same process OCCuUrs in drama, and
that the medlcal agn S popularlty among wrlters and play-
wrights is most readily noticeable from the literary perlod'

of Naturalism onwards.

v

With'regar@‘te a second pofnt,»concerning the social

/



importance of the physician, from which the latter's favoured ,
éosition as akfictional char®®ter ensues, the‘reasons for

thi? submitted bx Boeschenstein, while certéinly valid ehdugh,
as will be latérkdiscussed, do not embface those historical
aspects of medicai'develgpmept which provide the truly funda-
mental basis of thé modern dociqr'é credibility and exalted
social standing. The ﬁnderlying historical cause-.of the
latter's elevatéd position ultihately lies in the tremendous
wave of scientific actiQ@ty which chéracterized the nineteenth
century, particularly in %ts laterlstages. Before any dis-
cussion of the physician, gither within modern society or in
modern literature, takes place, it would appear necessary to
exémiﬁé this and detefmine what changes it signified‘for the

*

~doctor and his profession..
The most obvious evidence of the nineteenth century
) 1

scientific expansion ‘lay invtheiéeriod's technological achieve-
ments. The cpntrol and production‘of physical energy with

the development of the first s%egm’engines, gke electric dyn-
amo,. and later the interﬁal combdstidn engine, maée possible,,
togeﬁher witH’the'simultaneous economic production of suitable
fuels, the generation of large amounts of powér at any given
location. This paved the way for a vast and éfficient indus—ﬂ
'trialiéation, éktensive and complex systems of transportation,
ané unprecedentedly swift means of communication, as the nine-
teenth century became'the era.of féctory maés-production,
great steam-fleets and railway networks, huge bridges and

. : ,
dams, the telegraph, the telephone, as well as vast, systems



*

of heating and lighting. These achievements were but one
indication of man's new areas of knowledge, héwever, for
other scientific discéveries led to greatly increased aqgiL
cultural yields, as chemical fertilizers, artificial breeding
and scientific protection in the ferm of éest-control came . °
to play an effective part in food supply. A parallel form
of protection, grounded in similarly gaiﬁed knowledge, was
givenlto mag himself with improved h;gienic conditions of
bgrer water shpplies! better foodstuffs, and more efficient
waéte—disposal-gonditions which also contributed to perhaps
the most significant.manifestation of the nineteenth century

scientific expansion: the developmént of a reliable and

¢

effective system of mediciné which enabled man to extend the

borders of life into areas in which only half a century

&
previously death had largely been present.

' The scientific approach to medicihe resulted in reyo—
lutionary medical changes first of all towards E?e middle of.
the nineteepth century, and then, prédominantly, in its latter

,half.3 Thus, for example, although a surgedn in the year 1800
might be éar better versed in ;natomy ana pathology than his-
predecessors of previous éges,»his main professional assets
in this period of non-anaesthetization were speed aéd dariAg.

. . .

The first use of general anaesthetic .in 1846, apd later, local
anaesthetic in 1884 enabled him to work in a far more leisurely
fashion aﬁd greatly improved the knowledge of this particular &

form of medicine, so that by the end of the century he was

" able to examine closely both chest and abdomen, as well as



the brain, despite claims that this would always remain
imposﬁible, which came as late as 1873, FromJEhe 1850s
onwardshdevelopments occufred withlzhich the truly signif-
icant basis of modern medical science can ber said to have
been laid. The celloiar pathology of Virchow in 1858, the
discovery of the bacterlal cause of infection by Pasteur, -
Koch, and Behring in the 1860's and '80's, the antiseptic-

work of Lister in the 1860's, as well as, perhaps, the dis-
coveries of Rontgen with X -rays in the '90s, initiated a
complete development away from much previous medical think-
ing, and established new medicai dimensions. This is partic-
‘ularly true with regard to the discovery of the bacterial
cause of infection which led to the origin of preventive

medicine, which in turn transformed the physician's profession

into a social nece551ty and thus a vital factor in ‘the modern.
world. The doctor, whose efforts to heal had in previous
times been practically resgricted to the individual sick-room,
‘now found hlmself calléd upon to serve mankind as a whole;
The world at large was now to be guarded against dlsease,_and
the physician, who had hitherto fought his bat;les at the
bedside, was now to fight them in the front_fanks of an ad-
vancing civilisation.

Wwith the profound changes io_phe profession of medicine
throughout the nineteenth  -century the professional identity
of the physician was also transformed. Whereas before ﬁe had
beeh associéted withvoarious metiers such as those of the

sorcerer, priest, astrologer, alchemist, blood-letter, barber,

,’\‘,\
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philoaophizing academician or magnetic illuaieni;t, he was
now for the first time fully revealed as a scientific inves-
tigator capable of producing significant results, Accordingly,
important changes in his social andnintellectual positioi\
Segan to occur, and aiready by the 18508, having long sinc?
shed the caricatured, bewigged, red-robed, charlatan;type
image with which the ptevfous century had provideggpim, he
was r;pidly commanding public respect and reverence, as
opposed to earlier mistrust and conﬁgmpt.' Moreover, the
greatly increased areas of medical knowledge nog only led
to the ;ntense specialization in his professioﬁ, which is
characteristic today, but also opened up a vast gap between
hiﬁse&f andathe laymanﬂ who consequently became increasingly
dependent upon the physician during times‘of 1llness. *

Besides .the applicatién of sciencé to mediciné,’a
" seco factor in the gioeteenth century's increasingly positive
attiZZde towards the physician lay in the application of
science to industry. Many firms built and equipped laborat-

. a
ories for the benefit of the scentists in their employ, and
in one such industrial laborétory, that~Tf the firm I.G. Farben,
the chemist Paul Ehrlich discovered Salvarsan, a successful
~ ,

means bf treatin; syphilis:. Aparthrom’th!!; the vast indus-
trial growth which resulted frbm scientific discovery and
the applicatibn of scientific tecﬁnique gave rise to rapidly
increas%ng urban populations in which occupational sickness®

was rife. This eventually led to the introduction of some

form of public health legislation, such as that in Germany
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between the years 1881 and 1889, and the subsequent:rise of
social medlclne through whlch ‘the phy51c1an gained additional
] ) L@

'exposure ‘to the public. -

-

The sc1ent1f1c revolutlon of the nineteenth century
!
" also created, as has been mentloned unprecedente& facilities '

o

of transportatlon "and: communlcatlon whlch made it relatlvely
-easy, for example, to brlng patients to the blg hospltals
which were beglnnlng to appear,‘or for the physician to make
trlps to outlying. dlStrlCtS which would otherwise have .

remalned w1thout medical help con51derably longer.' Further-

more, descriptionsvof disease could be lnstantly telegraphed
\

or even telephoned, for 1n1t1al dlagnOSlS or second opinion,

. <
-

whlle detalls of cure could be transmitted in the same way.

s

These factors, too, led to a deeper appreciation of the

medlcal profe551on durlng the period.-

N

¢ ~ Another source of social prestlge orlglnated from the
l

physxc1an s 1dent1f1catlon, as a result of the appllcatlon

of science to med1c1ne,'w1th the scientific investlgator.

: -~

In the 18705 ‘beliefs were express\d\th\t, with the new and
< B \

‘exten51ve achISlthQ of knowl%dge through sc1entr{1c dlS—

T —

covery and method there would be found in all human act1v1ty
a higher moral diligence and a source of constantly 1ncrea51ng
striving towards the final secrets of llfe.4 This.latter
congcept, which amounted to a quest for the’ ultlmate truths

of existence, was a highly topical issue in many areas_of

the cohteﬁporary sciigaéfic community, and the iméortance

a

attributed to it is summed up in-the proud words of Rudolf



Virchow, one of the leading’medical scientists of the times:

"Die Anschauung der Wahrheit ist unser hochstes Gluck.

Unser Glaube ist der'Glaube an den Fortschritt in der Er.
o - s |

kenntnis der Wahrheit." The physician, by virtue of his

greatly increased ability to penetréte many of‘thenmysteties
surroundin§ human iife, came to be a highly significant figufe
in the quest,fer this ultimate truth,'the ettainment of Which;
‘lt was hOped nwould alleviate all the problems afflicting man.
Hans Hartmann descrlbes the. development of this 51gn1f1cance

as folldws: ’ . '/‘

Er [der Arzt] wird zum Trager eines bestimmten
philosophischen Weltbildes und einer bestimmten
Lebenshaltung. Er wird Mlttelpunkt des gesell-
schaftlichen Lebens, erhilt also SOZlOlOngChe
Bedeutung. Ja, in einigen Fallen wird er geradezu
der Fuhrer zur wissenschaftlichen Weltanschauung
‘und damit. zur Wahrheit Uberhaupt. War er fruher
der Mann, der schlecht oder recht heilen konnte,
sO trltt seine Fahlgkelt zum Heilen jetzt sogar
zurtick hinter seiner Fahigkeit, die Geheimnisse
der Welt und des Lebens zu erforschen.und zu,ver-—
stehen. TIhm beginnt man mehr zu vertrauen als den .
Theologen und Philosophen. Er ist mit dem Physiker
zusammen der Wissende, der die Natur in ihren
geheimsten Kraften und Gangen verfolgt und sie zu
deuten vermag. ’ ’

14

. (]
In this instance the physician's importance as the increas-;

ingly success ful cbmbatant of diiease recedes before his

LN

scientifidﬁtty~;nM§§EigEEiZf\approach to his environment

which reputedly’provides h£3§;ﬁﬁnp{actlcallj omnlsc1ent
awareness of the worklngs of nature He acqulres a sxgnlf—
icance which transcends that arising from his strlctly medlcal
knowledge, and even becomes, as Bruno Wachémuth'indicates,

an individual able to gfasp the spiritual predicament of the

uy



7 S
times as no other could. _ v , .

Nowadays,'although the physician's social delineation
as a means of attaining ‘the ultimate, all~allev1at1ng truths“
of ex1stence is no longer fashlonable, the prlmary basis of
his focal point in society still rests in the superlor scien-
tific knowledge Wthh the profe551:n of medicine has galned
and which still commands, with revolutlonary developments
such as heart- and other‘vital‘organ transplants, or the use
of painless laser techniques in otherwlse duite complicated
aspects of surgery, a vast and deserved public reverence.

It is also grounded, ‘as Boeschensteln has “indicated, in a
modern public sen51t1v1ty towards health whieh” 1s ev1dent

in an unprecedented emphasis upon physical exerc;se and reg-
ul\}\medlcal examination, angd in publlc interest 1n moral w
issues of med1c1ne ‘such as abortlon, contraceptlon, so-called
"Spare part" surgery, and the maintenance of life-support
systems for the 1ncurably s1ck ° .The contromersy surround-
ing such tOplCS produces guite extreme results, for the
phy51c1an, in engaglng in them, is generally either regarded

7

"as a saviour, or, as ‘in the recent notable case of Dr. Henry
. R 9 ’ . ,
Worgentaler, as a criminal. : ~ P :

A further reason for the doctor's central position
in today's’society lies in the instant communicability of -
medical act1v1ty via mass- medla technlques such as telev151on~

[y

»Ainto the hémes of millions. Partlcularly 51gn1f1cant in thlSh

'respect are'not so much documentary programmes portraying

'scientific aSpects of healing, but the extremely numerous



N

entertainment serials which have the physician as their

leadlng flgure, and in whlch great empha51s is placed upon.
10~

-

the latter as a humanltarlan'rather than as a scientist,
These television programmes are'especially important in that
they seem to present ‘the most relevant lmage of the doctorl
for today S publlc, which 1s 1nd1cated by thelr hlgh number
and 1mmensely‘popular receptlon, and by the fact that a
society in whlch psychical allments represent a surprisingly
hlgh'percentage of the overall extent of¢infirmity, should
be attracted by the spiritual guidance and leadershlg of
which the programmes' substance overwhelmlngly consxsto.11
Furthermore, their great popularlty constltutes an immediate
. symptom of a modern publlc need for contact or even ,self~

. identification w1th the doctor, whlch seems to betoken a

latent dissatisfaction and malcontent in society, as well

as'an additional sphere of importance for the physician

- -
X

himself. Regard;ngwthis, if follows from Whatihas just been
stated, that any examination of.society's attitudes towards
the doctordwouid reveal the extent of its fundamental'pre—
cariousness and fragility, or conversely, of its inner ‘
stability and'health. in this‘case the physician thus ///
becomes important as a kind of soc1al barometer reglsterlng// ~
both the pressures and the calm perlods of‘50c1al act1v1ty |
. . With such a comblnatlon of "qualities, attrlbutes and-
prestigious circumstances surrounding his person, the physj
ician, as Boeschenstein haS’indicated,'becomes‘a‘social

figure of outstanding attraction for the literary writer,
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% : S

The subseduent frequent appgarance of the.doctor in the

" literary work has in turn drawn the attention ofhboth stndents
and critics of literatture Qhose}sometimes‘quite\lengthy f ?f
studies of the fictional medical man are highly}informative -
and in part well illnstrative‘ofdthe4great volnme_of works

in &hlch the latter'functlons. This® latter feature lS par-

tlcularly the casé for example, with Helene Schachel S

dlssertatlon Die Gestalt des Arztes in der modernen deutschen

chht ung, in Wthh she outllnes her task as examlnlng whlch
form the phys1c1an recelves in modern German llterature, ‘and
asks how does one ‘conceive of the phy51c1an whose profession
is one of the most demandlng and responSLble, yet ‘also most

gratlfylng, and from which p01nts;of view 1s he presented')12

'Whlle, however, this investigation of\oyer 300 pages ‘deals

N

L
with close to 40. novels, plays, §%d autobiograﬁi:cal wpitings,

i

‘and supplles muon 1nformatlon in the form of plotssubstance,

it tends to neglect deeper issues conoerning less\t;e\appear—

ance of the'doctor, than his essential sociological’functionf\\

in the ‘Titerary work. | |
Much the same mu§t also be said of Frltszittmann S

fstudy Der Arzt im Splegelblld der deutschen schdngeistigen

-

Literatur SElt dem Beglnn des Naturallsmus, a work which

&attempts to determlne what‘klnd qf portrayal of the phy51c1an
S, 13 ,
and his mission is found in modern literature. The approx-

imately 150 works which Wittman analyses, and which include
those originally written in other languages, are divided by

°

him into three oategorles: the flrst deallng w1th doctor-
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figures of secondary importance in the literary_work; the .

second w1th those performlng more 1mportant and sometimes

even the major roles; the thlrd treatlng longer "phy51c1an-

.

novels", among the authors of which'are doctors themselves.

Thls latter fact is, according to Wittman, more oann ad-
vantage than a handicap for hlS 1nvestlgatlon, for lack of
‘object1v1ty is largely offset by deeper knowledge of the

subject and by particular famlllarlty with the questlons
14 - G .
raised. ‘Cr1t1c1sﬂ?of the lack of penetratlve analysis”in

this study must be placed in a‘proper perspectlve, however,
aS'Witt@anp himself a physician,:has, in outlinlng the ELrﬁage
of the physician in modern literatur;,'another‘speciggc
purpose in mlnd: "Wir sehen diese Bomane, Novellen und

Dramen ganz nuchtern von unserem ‘arztlichen Standpunkt darauf

- . . ' " . : :
an, wieweit sie unser arztliches Leben wahr oder verlogen,

)

real oder idealisiert schildern und suchen von da aus -die

Frage zu beantworten, ob wir diese Literatur von hier aus
15
als nutzllch oder nachteilig £ir 1hre Leser ansehen mussen.

A much more condensed ver51on of the portrayal of the

doctor in modern llterature appears ‘in the penultlmate sectlon

'of Paul Carsten's work therarlsches aus der Med121n- -Mediz-

o

»

inisches aus der Literatur, in whlch in the space of 56 pages

he examines close to- 200 works, including some from Engllsh
16
Russian and French‘literaturetv Such an exhaustlve study

within so limited an extent necessarily precludes; deeper

a

examination of the fictional doctor-figures mentioned, so-

that- the major ‘value of Carsten's work, as perhaps in keeping



in its revelatlon of the wade range of "doc or-lxterature

7

The" remalnlng sections of the book deal w1t the theme of

‘med1c1ne as a subject of poetry, w1th the tragelllng experi-'
. :
ences of German phy51c1ans in tlmes of war and peace w1th .

L%

a hlstory “of eye- allments throughout llteratuﬂe, and with

vthe theme of the nurse ‘in modegn literature. Agaln, the

main features of these sections are exhaustlve coyﬁectlons

of references and necessary brevxty of corment. . S
An interesting study of the physician in literature-

of an earller perlod isV Erika Ernst s dlssertatlon Der. Arzt .-

in der schongeistigen Literatur der ersten Halfte‘des neun-

8

‘aehnten Jahrhunderts, !he starting polnt for which 1s a

w

statement made in 1849 by none other than Rudolf Vlrchow

hlmself, accordlng to whlch’the uncertalnty of med1c1nes
and the n1strust of medlcal Sklll are such customary express-

ions that hardly a novel is written in which the phy51c1an
17
does not play a deplorable role. ‘Setting opt to-dlsprove

this, the writer, after examining numerous works within the

designated period,.finds evidence of the statement's falseness \

predomlnantly in the llterature of Poetlc Realism., The
'sallent feature of thlS investigation 1s the deplctlon of

the physician's ‘social image within the llterary work;hthat
is, how the doctor appears, whether as a caricatured special-
ist, as.in Jean Paul s Dr. Katzenbergers Baderelse (1809);

<

a dlabollcal flgure, as in E.T.A, Hoffmann s Der unheimliche:

k]

Gast’(1817);‘or as a positively judged character deserv1ng



of‘respect and gratitude, as in Adalbert Stifter's Aus der

Mappe ﬁeines Urgrossvaters (184152),4or Jeremias Gotthelf's

'Anhe B3bi Jowdger (1843-4).

vK,fuller, more significant depiction of the physician's

‘e

social image within the literary work is'the'subjeCt'of Lise-

lotte Fauler s study Der Arzt im Splegel der deutschen Lit~

eratur vom ausgehenden Mlttelalter bis zum 20 Jahrhundert,

which prov1des a ‘good general account of the literary treat-
/

.ment of the phys;clan from the period of the Fastnachtspiel
vto the appearance in the earlier decades of this_century of
works such as Kolbenheyer s Paracelsus trllogy (1923-7),

18 .
"and Carossa's Der Arzt Gion (1931): The work' constitutes
) 1 2 . .

an extensive and valuable source of information pertaining
to the fictional doctor, and includes a particularly signif-
icant'section dealing with Gotthelf's insight, in his novel

Anne Babi Jowiger,finto thé problematic trends of an’emergiﬁg

scientific medicine whereby the 1mportance of human values
19 » :
frequently seemed to recede.

A‘majgr work which exhibits a somewhat different’
approach to the doctor-figure in literature than the. studies
mentloned above is Bruno Wachsmuth ‘s book ber Arzt in der

20
Dichtung unserer Zeit.. This valuable 1nvest1gatlon does

not mereiy examine how the physician appears in ‘literature -

-

whether as a positively or as a negatively assessed figure -

i/ " but, more significantly, discloses what Functional signific-

ance is attributed to his inelusion in the literary wdfk.

Wachsmuth's book is the first major study to investigate
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this, and to provide the basis for his approach he has

included an excellent and extremely informative section
which covers the'developiné‘attitudes both within aé well

as towards mediCine thfoughout the nineteenth century.
Thig‘chapter, "Die Lehre vom naturwissenschgftlichen‘Afzt

im 19. Jahrhundert", .includes numerous quotations and‘ex-
cerpts from speeches and addresses of the anﬁﬁal conferences
of ﬁbe German Scientific and Medical ASséciation which bega?%
’£o be held in 1822; as ;ell as references from important ?
pertinent_critical Writings..zl It is eviaence such as this |
whidh leéds wachsmuth to conclude that the Gefﬁén physiéian

of the nineteenth century'was universally held to be the
* 22 ' ’

>

\embodiment.of the best German qualities.
. | The initial kéy.to the bhysician's greatly expanded
populaﬁty‘among ninetegnth century writers is ;ecogﬁized by
Jachsmuth as lying in the scientific orientation'of:the medi-
cal profession, and in somewhat simplistic termé ge descri@es
‘the subsequent social hopes arising from the scieﬁtific
approach: "Wissenschaft gibt Wahrheit, und Wahrheit bringt
) Kraft, Gluck und Zufriedenheit".z"3 Begause the physician,
in his function qfvresto;ing unfortunates to health,_appears
rﬁdeally suited to effect this process, he may become fdr the
literary writer a symbolic fo;m of the individual who penet-
rates the lies of the present and already pérsonifiesxthe,
better man of tﬁE‘fuLure,24' Infanother chapter}."Der Eihfluss--

der Medizin auf die Dichtung Im Beginn des Naturalismus",

Wgchsmuth'demonstrates how, particularly in the works of

-
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bsen and Hauptmann, such a delineation of the physician
25
merges. . This sectlog' together perhaps with a third,

1

'Dex Arzt im spaten Naturalismus und bei deséen'Gegnern und
Qachfolgern" represehts an ‘overall excellent treatment of
the phy51c1an as a critical mouthpiece of writers concerned
to- express thelr opinions of their env:.ronment.26 ~Both
chapters, but espec1ally the one dealing $ith Ibsen and

-,

Hauptmann, are significant in that they expose the "necess-
ity" of selecting the phy51c1an for}thls partlcular role,
;and in this respect Wachsmuth's book is clearly differenti-
ated from other studles of the fictional doctor.

The remalnlng sectlons of the work, which are also’
generally characterlzed by a high standard of scholarship,
lnclhde an important. disgussion of the physician as a SOClal
leader in conjunctlon with the difficulties of post world
War Ore German 1ife, as well as a cnapter,v"Erste Kritik am
modernen Arattdm in der chhtung , in which Wachsmuth attempts'
to illustrate how the physician,vbecause of cr1t1c1sm of the
scientific—technlcal aspects of medicine, beCoﬁeS'for writers
not only a symbol of anticipatlon, but also a symbol of dis-
apporntment in scientific progress.27 ’Notable examples of

works chosen to deplct this are George Bernard Shaw‘s The

Doctor S . Dllemma (1906), Ernst Schweninger' s Der Arzt (1906),

and the two plays of Hans Muller Das Wunder der Beatus (l9lO)

and Der Schopfer (1918). Wachsmuth‘s study, with its object

of reveallng whlch changes in form and srgnlflcance have
28

occurxed in the image of the physrcran in literature, may

v
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be taken as an extremely valuable piece of research into the
topic of the fictional doctor. ItSJattempt to reveal not
only the modern extensive  appearance of the latter, but sig-
nificantly also the historical and sociologicaleactors
behind this phenomenon, makes it a successful and interesting
work. | ‘ RPN

In the case of this partlcular 1nvest1gat10n an
attempt will be made to take up the SLgnlflcant revelatlons
made by Wachsmuth concernlng the excellent sultablllty of
the physician as the ‘critical mogthplece of socially concerned
writers. It is intended to reveal what specific social lm—
portance may be.attributed to the medlcaf man's inclusion in
the literary work, and to determine thereby what exactly. the
functional smgnlflcance of the latter as a literary character
consists ih. The analyses whlch follow below will constitute
primarily .a sociological approach to llterature in Vhlch the
llterary works and thelr corresponolng doctor—flgures will
be looked upon essentlally, but at the salte time guardedly,
as important sources of lnformatloﬁ concernlng aspects of .
<he historical reallty in which they were wrltten or to

: 29 :
which they allude. Thus although, ‘according to this state-

ment, literature will be regarded here foremost as a,form‘of
social document, it will and must, in fact, only pe identified
as such with great caution. Literature, as defined by Alah
wangewood as "a reflectlon of values and of feellng has

peen called by the same writer "perhaps one of the most

effective SOC1olog1cal barometers of the human respofise to
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d

social forces", but, as Leo Lowenthal points out, whether
or not it is the artist or the sociologist who creates a

portrait of society, the result is always a subjectively
30
distorted, biased interpretation. To assess literature

in the manner Swingewood describes requires the sifting and

specific identification of its subjective components, for,

‘

while L&wenthal's warning note 1is valid enough, there exist
beneath the adapted version of reality which.the literary
work reflects ce;tain objective elements .related to, but

different from the subjective veneer. For Ulrich Karthaus

S

these elements, when detected, may be highly informative agd

grant new insight into historic¢al circumstances:

__auch wenn der Dichter es nicht ausdrucklich
will, auch wenn es zunichst nicht den Anschein
hat, beantwortet die Dichtung Fragen, die die
Epoche ihres Entstehens aufwirft. Nicht kann
die Literatursoziologie darin bestehen, Dichtung
naiv als Dokument einer sozialen oder histori-
schen Wirklichkeit anzusehen; andere Quellen
t8ten da bessere Dienste. Niemals spiegelt
Dichtung nur Vorhandenes wider, sondern sie
blendet vor' Vorhandenem ab ... Dichtung schafft
neue Perspektive auf die Welt, sie lehrt, die
Dinge neu zu sehen. .

For Urs Jaeggi tlfe elements of a literary work which serve
to create new perspectives on.historical reality, as mentioned
by Karthaus, would be identified collectively as the "pbl—

itical" essence of literature:

\

N

‘Der Schreibende, der mit dem Wort arbeiten
muss, handelt, wenn er einen bestimmten

¢ Sprachgebrauch, eine bestimmte Form und

“bestimmte Inhalte verwendet, politisch, und
zwar nicht bloss deshalb, weil er auf jeden

[
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Fall gesellschaftliche Widerspriche
entweder aufreisst oder zudeckt. Er
kann sich zum Beispiel auf Verneinung
festlegen oder kann versuchen, Positives
Hervorzuheben, je nachdem, wie er seine

Arbeit auffasst, welche Inrhalte er sucht.32

The "political" essence of literature, its fundamental
concept (or concepts) around which the fictional interaction

, l
is constructed, is further described by Léwen&hal as a cen-
| ‘

tral core of meaning ekpressed by means of arkistic symbols
in a blend of feelings and thoughts., In.oraer to identify
this inner substance it isrneceSSary, according to the same
writer, to investigate "which modes of rejection 6r accept-
ance of’'existing social orders occur in literature", and
"how a liteyaryv character dissents from a social order or
how he seeks to juséify iE".33 Such an investigation would
enabie che to fill in the blanks left by political and econ-
omic history, with the result that literature may be under-
stood as a positive and valuable means of portraying what
man, i.e. the literary writer, feels within a‘Fertain social
environment, what he may hoa% or3ixgect}from ft, or how he
éan change it or escape from it. \As the critical vehicle
ofbthé literary;author, the fictional phxsician will often
indicate both ithe presence and the nature? of the objective

£

inner significance, the "political” essence’ of the literary
- . /
work, for it is in 'his dctions and comments that the modes
of social rejection or acceptance of the writer may be detected.

‘When revealed in this manner as an important component. of the

. process which Karthaus, Jaeggi and Lowenthal describe, 'the

i SRR T
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fictional doctor may consequently be regarded as a consider~
able maangzﬁﬁ increasing one's understanding of specific
. "

social historical climates. } |

Ag perhaps already indicated, the role of the phys-
ician as the critical mouthpiece of the lf\erary writer only
really comes into being during the literary period of Natur-
alism. Despite the emergence, during the preceding period
of Poetic Realism, of the physxc1an as an lmportant literary
character, as 1s substantlated by studies sggh as those of
Liselotte Fauler and Erika Ernst,35 it was not unt11 ghe
practice of medicine had not only become fully immerséd in
the unprecedentedly extensive and rapid gcrentific.expansion‘
of the later decades of the nineteenﬁh century, ‘but had also
been hailed as one of ﬁhe most credible manifestations of
the medical man's potential for mankind, thap the doctor
- began to appear regularly, and in‘a definite manner as the
functlggally significant vehicle of s?c1al comment and crit-
icism. It‘lS in the naturalistic works of writers such
as Emile. Zola, Henri® Ibsen and; in German literature, Gerh&ft
auptmann that this literary phenomenon makes 1ts intensified

37
presence. initially felt. Kccordingly, the chronolochal

”

startlng point for this lnvestlgatlon w1ll be consistent w1thz

the period in which this occurs, and the earliest written -
work it will examine will be Hauptmann's drama Vor Sonnen-
aufgang (1889) in which the physician Schimmelpfennig, .in a

style reminiscent of Ibsen's medjtal character Relling in

The Wild Duck (1884), exposes the harsh truth of contemporary
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38 .
eXisJence .

k|

ith regard to the content material of the follow1ng

study, 1t is not 1ntended if only because of the vast and

, 39
extensive rangée of "doctor—literature"," to present a com-

pletely exhaustiveinventory of analysesJ but to examine the

'functional significance of the physician-figure on the basis

,"g

-

of a llmlted number of selected works and thereby demonstrate

the valldlty of the arguments outllned above, as’well as,

-of‘Eburse, prov1de‘add1tlonal insight into the historical

-

periods out of &hich the literary action evolved. Because
the investigatiofi constitutes an external, sociological .

approdch to literature and is not primarily concerned with

the latter 's ihtrinsic qualities, certain works have been

hd e.\‘ Ve
1ncluded which, whlle of a génerally lower aesthetlc llterary

merit,'portray the phy51c1an in a manner}hlghly pertlnent to -

‘the aims of the study; Examoles .0of such works. may be found

'

in ,Josef Ponten's novelle Dle Bockre1ter(l918) dlscussed in

the openind chapter, and in Karl Séhdnherr's social Pplays

Hungerblockade 1918 (1925) and Der Armendoktor (1927) which

“appear 1n Chapter TWO .

‘must be pald to the actual sphere of activity of the physician

w .

In a study such as this it is clear that much attention

s '

- the world of disease which,tfor the purpose of this invest-

igation, will be seéen to consist in the environmental condit-
ions which the physician-figure exposes and.confrontsj.but

. . . W - o - . . . . . .
which, in certain circumstances, may also be identified with
. 9 " o
the actiOns and comments of the physician himself, as is the

R e ’ -
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case, for example, with the doctor-figures of Rolf Hochhuth*s

drama Der Stellvertreter (1963) discussed in Chapter Three,

and Friedrich Durrenmatt's plays Die Ehe des Herrn Mississ-

ippi (1952) and Di; Physiker (i§fZ);discussed in Chapter
Four. Specifically,.tﬁe historicai background for disease
will be formed bylthe.human circumstances which develop out
of the éélitical¢ economic and resulting social cﬁange be-
ginning in Germany with the age,oé‘the Secona ﬁﬁpire.40
While, however, the topic of disease remains an integral
part of the analyses bele and, incidentally, has emerged
as a signif;cant-thought:in the minds of many importaﬁt
writers,4l it is the function of the pysician itself - in
fundament;& terms the doctor-figure's :elationshig to his
diseased milieu - which is of the utmost siénificance here.
The depiction of disease as such is relevant only as a fofm
of touchstoﬁevon which the actipns and comments of the
pﬂysic;an—figure'- tﬁe essence of his critiéal sociological
function : are revealed.42
Héving‘established this,‘thé typé of literary work

deemed-most suitable to the aims of this investigation is
that in which the fysician, either by virtue of his situ-
ation outside the sphere of social disease, or in certain
instances by 'his assimilation of it, is as far as possible°
éolely and activelY-résponsibie for the expgsure’and/of the
criticism of, and in some cases for the resistance to the

negative social circumstances. Works have thus been selected

which have a direct bearing upon the defined histérical



context of thlS study, and in which the physician-figure

_play5zthe essentlal role as the functlonally effective vehicle

oflthepllterary,wrlter, whether as a deeper—seelng observer,

o

‘an active[groﬁagonist or as the personification of the social

dlsease 1tself ‘ PhysicianéfigureS'which are not situated

L

'w1th1n the central conflguratlons of the llterary work and

\

v whlcb are not truly instrumental ‘in promoting its fundamental

Y
o

message, have not.been con51dered
When one is dlSCUSSlng the appearance of the phy51c1an—
figure inrmodern German,llterature one of several important

works which ¢ome readily to mlnd is Thomas Mann s long novel

ADer Zauberberg»(1924). In the discussion whlch “follows

below»specific reference will be made to this work with a
view to establlshlng why, desplte its SLgnlflcant place in
modern flctlon, its content- materlal is actuallj lnapproprl—

ate to the alms of thlS gtudj.~ Der Zauberberg has been

classified as a pedagoglcal novel, a symbolic novel, a psy-

. "strives to express the. psychic temper of a whole age"

\ v . .
chological novel, and, because it may be said that it
43

as a Zeltroman Its actlon takes place in the tubercul-

- .

osis sanatorium Berghof hlgh in the Swiss Alps and coveré

a period ‘of seven years.leadlng up to the outbreak of the
First World wWar, and as it can-be interpfeted as the por-
trayal of a diseased Europe on the eve of the 1914-1918

confllct, it may at flrst sight perhaps also appear as

highly suitable materlal for thls study. Der Zauberberg
. .
is a novel in which disease& is dominant. It has, in fact,
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been pgrmed "the epic of disease", and disease becomes in

it an existence-form which, for the patients of the resort,

I

is accépted as nofﬁal and of which théj may even be proud.
On the cherﬂhané; the elevation of disease to an existencé-
f;rm.may be regarded as'an indication of a lack of fulfii-

" ment iﬁ the life of the sanatorium's inhabitants, and as
such, as an important syﬁbolic Tacto: in the decline iq
'spi:itual values which ultimately led té the outbréak‘of the

. 45 / ‘
hostilities of 1914. L ¢

. The disease’of the Der Zauberberg constitutes, howéver;
much‘mofe than_a'symbolic portrayal of the'Eu:opean predica—~
. ment prior to the Firsthorld(War. Its major relevance for
the novel lies in'its identity as a prefequisite‘for height-
venedASpirituﬁi developﬁent, as a means of_educationhiof
acquiring "Bilduﬁg".; Diseése arbuses the her;; Hansufaséérp,.
out of a mediocré existence below in the "Flachland"; it.
forcés1him to re-ev;luate»his concepts -of life; it sharpens
his seﬂsé.of time; it leads him to a heightened awdreness
of himself and others; it increases his intellectual insight;
and it becomes, in the words[of Herménn'Weigaﬁd,h"sannomous
with the atmqsphere of adventure in its widést éense."46
Yet desp§£e the value, as wéll és the fascination’which.aisf
ease holdsbfor Castorp, the latter gradually comes to the
realization that it and in'particular iﬁs ultimate form,
death, will df themselves lead to ruin. Disease and death

must indeed be exéerienced at close hand if a fuller aware-

ness of life is to be achieved, but they mus t not become
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~

dominant in the thoughts of man. These ideas are made clear

in the section of the novel entitled "Schnee" in which

Castorp, after having become lost in the snowy desoiation
high above the'sanatorium, seés in a dream a vision of "a

" future humanity that has passed througfi and survived the
. 47 )
profoundest knowledge of disease and death". The lesson
which Hans Castorp learns deserves to be guotedy
o . /
Ich will dem’ Pode Treue:halten in mdénem
Herzen, doch mich hell erinnern, dass
Treue zum Tode und Gewesenem nur B heit
"und finstere Wollust und Menschen eindschaft ¢
ist, bestimmt sie unser Denken d Regieren. -
-~ Der Mensch, soll um der Gute und Liebe willen
£ - dem Tode keine Herrschaft einraumen Uber
Seine Gedanken.:® , /

. >

Returnino to the confines of'the;sanatorinm, castorp finds’

) that what he had experienced. upon the high mountain-slope -
quickly fades from his mind: "Was er getraumt, war imA
Verhleichen begriffen. Was er‘gedacht, verstand er schoh

, ‘E , ‘ ) 49
diesen aAbend n#khta mehr so recht."

) The medical head of the resort Berghof is the Hofrat
Behrens, who 1is assisted in his work there by a second doctor,
Edhin Krokowski. While the former is interested in the phy51—

" ological aspects- of disease, the aSSistant sﬂessential CONCETIN o
is for psycho—analys1s, for. he believes that all thSical
illnesses have their origins in man's psychic drive. Both
physicians play a part in the education of Hans Castorp, for

fwhilejKrokowski Contributes to it in a'series of lectures

given every second Monday entitled "Love as a force contrib-
' . ~50 . ;

utory to Disease", Behrens stimulates within the hero a P
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keen interest in ‘anatomy, physiology and biology. The truly

significant‘part'played by the two physicians in Der Zauber-

berg lies, however, in their as$ociation with the real mean-
berg ’

ing, the underlylng Ldentlty of the Berghof. In:the sana-

torlQ the prevalent condltlons are those of disease and of

~ death, whlch, as has been seen, emerge as vital pedagoglcal

' agents in man 's knowledge of llfe, but which must not be

allowed to command man' s thoughts. Early on in the novel's
action Castorp meets another patient, the Itallan Settembrini

who refers to the resort as a kingdom of the shades whlch

is inhabited by . vacant and idle dead . He speaks of Behren

. and Krokowski as the mythological brothers Rhadamanthus and

Minos who were the judges and rulers of the underworld, and

'he identifies Hans ‘Castorp with Odysseus who descended into

51
the lower regions to seek advice. The brief passage in

which all this comes to light, and which practieally con-

stitutes*Settembfini's-first words to the hero, is of the

utmost importance to - an understahding bf'the‘n0vel, for the

returns to the Berghof. ‘The'"cafessing" Hades-atmosphere

Berghof is, in fact, a place of'death and its true nature

is, in the words of one critic, that of a camouflaged Hades.

It is for this reason that Hans Castorp, after his crucial
realization on, the snowy upper mountain‘sloﬁes, can notlonge
clearly recall what has passed through his mind when he

of the sanatorium is aiready permeating his being as he

ravenously eats his evening meal an hour after his arrival.
: - i

1

Within the Hades-setting of the resort Behrens-

<

1,

S

52
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as with the death-figures of the Mlddle_Ages.' For hlm they
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Rhadamanthus and Krokowski-Minos. pres;de and rule over their

subjects. Gerhard Meyer has convinc1ngly demonstrated that

~they have much in cominon w1thithe death—flgures of Thomas

Mann s long short-story Der Tod in Venedig (1912), as well
53

-

are obviously different from %ormal physicians:

Behrens.und Krokowski 51nd mehr als nur :
'Mediziner. Ihr eigentllches Wesen tréagt . :
lrratlonal-metaphy51sche zlige. Sie sind ‘
in der Tat Gestalten des Todes und stehen
g ~ in seinem Dienst und Auftrag; ihr Herrschafts- - -
bereich auf dem Zauberberg ist der Berelch

des Todes o

@«

Beéause'of the nature of their underlying identity the two

phy51c1ans affirm and revere disease and death and appar-

‘Ently reject health /‘and llfe. When Hans Castorp, after:

”dlscu551ng the content and workings of the human body with

vBehrens-Rhadamanthus, ment;ons that if one is 1nterested in

’

life one must also be partioularly_interested in déath, a

statement almost synonomous with the lessons he learns much’

later, the Hofrat is quick'to point out that a difference

ex1sts between the two and 1mmed1ately‘becomes melanchollc

. 55
and reticent when pressed further on the 1ssue. Elsewhere,

" when Krokowski-Minos, upon’flrst meeting Castorp, is told by

the latter that he is merely a visitor to the Berghof and
does not require any medical attentlon, i.e. that he feels

himself to be perfectly healthy, the psycho-analyst seems
. 56 O :
to be offended. = Yet when,.after Castorp's later examin-

ation, the visitor is told by Behrens-Rhadamanthus that he

v .
¥
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must stay longer at, the sanatorium becaose of a wet spot
on his lung, KrOkOWSkl-ManS, Mwith his head tlpped back

sideways, and one hand on the young man 's shoulder, sm111ng~
so heartily that the yellowish teeth showed in his beard,

‘ : . 57

.[shakes]him warmly by the hand". ~ As Meyer observes,,

“Haqs Castorp s hereby initiated and accepted into the Hades-

_ ’ 58
society of the Berghof ‘At the end of .the novel however,

" the hero leaves the resort and lts netherworld inhabitants

and atmosphere,.and returns to the "Flachland“,'lf only to
.
become embroiled in the desperate struggles of the First

World War. He thus rejects the Berghof's intoxicating lure
of disease and ‘death .while at the same. tlme acknowledging,

\

'as Thomas Mann himself states, that only through a deep

-

'experlence of the. two will one arrive at a higher sanity

59
and health.

“It lS because of its employment of the theme of dis=-
ease primarily as a pedagoglcal agent than as a symptomatlc
revelation of pre-World war One_soc1ety, and because its

physician—figurés assume, with their identification as

‘death—figures, a relevance-which,does not conform to the

definltlon of functional significance as ascribed to the

physician in this study, that Der Zauberbe4g»w111 not be

incloded in the latter's main areas of discussion. Neither
Behrens nor Krokowski.can be said.to constitute c;itical
social mouthpleces acting on behalf of -the author in the
exposure of environmentally determlned soc1al weakness.

What they do signify is Thomas Mann's notion of disease as

"
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a primary and fundamental existential condition, and his
idéa\of the relationship of all life tb death. Krokowski's
early.words to Hans Castorp that he had never once in his
lifé come across a perfectly healthy human being are,

in ihdicating.the universality of disease, highly relevant
bin this respectfso’ What Thoma® Ma;; also believed, és_ig
plear‘from his novel, is that there can‘be,no{deepef know-
ledge of life without‘the‘experiencé of disease and death,
whith is what his hero comes to realize before his memory
of it begins to fade in the deathly atmoéphere of the‘sana-
torium, Th; mention of this lapsing‘at the end of the section
entitled "Schnee" is significant because it-indicates that
the Berghof, together with its inhabitants, constituté a
force alien to the visions éfithe futurgbhﬁmanity.revealed
to %he*hero.  In a similar sense the physicians Behrens and
Krokowski, as the absolute repfesentativgs of death, do not
themselves actiVely promoﬁe‘the iessoﬁ which Hans Castorp
learns, but instead remain watchful for individuals with a
"talent for disease" whom they may entice and keep within
fheir‘grasp in a manner>similar.£o the Pied.Piper and his
throngj6l  The functional s;gnificanée‘of the Berghof's
leaders assumes traits which are metaphysical.rathér than
'éCciological. Their frue identity as repfesentatiQes of
death,. an iaehtity shared by.many figures in the eaflier
erkaof Thomas Mann, marks theﬁ as significant literary

symbols of much of the writer{s philosophical outlook upon

the world. As critical literary vehicles in the definition
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of, and the attack upon more material sociml diiemﬁas,
however, they remain gssentially functionless.,

U Another important work, or father, collectidn of
WOrks which deserve mentibn at this point are the "ROnne-
Novei&en" of Géftfried Benn which first appedred under the‘
coliective title obeehirne (1916), and which reveal, in‘a%
-partly auto—descriptiVe manner/‘the highly probiematic exist-
eﬁce of the physician Werff ROnne. The five shpr£ narraIives
which compriéévthe work portray- an individual who, having
lost all meaningful contact with feality, is unable to rﬁmedy
this situation and'fetreats inwardly upon himself. Salv%tion
from the torment éf his alienateﬁ%ﬁiSO%atéd prediéament Qs

offered by a new Sphere of reality, that of the mythical-

visionary. In his autobiographical work Lebensweg eines

Intellektualisten, Benn himself provides an excellent,/éahr

cise. summary of Rdnne's situation: o

... da entstand Rdnne, der Arzt, der
Flagellant der Einzeldinge, das nackte
vVakuum der Sachverhalte, der Keine Wirk-
lichkeit ertragen konnte, aber auch ]

-keine mehr erfassen, der nur das rhythm-
ische Sichdffnen und Sichverschliessen
des Ichs und der Persdnlichkeit kannte,

- das fortwdhrend Gebrochenc des inneren
Seins und der, vor das Erlebnis von -der .
tiefen, schwankenlosen mythenalten :
Fremdheit zwischen dem Menschen und der
Welt gestellt, unbedingt der Mythe und
ihren Bildern glaubte. ' ‘

ROnne's essential individual ptoblem, the loss of meaningful~,
contact with the reality around him, could be interpreted as

a symbol of the absence of communication and understanding
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within the vastly broader sppere of nations and races - a o

v

condition very much in evidence prior to and during the Fjrst
©oey , . .

World War. The historical pérspective of the narratives is

much more sharply definel in the second story, Die Eroberung,

in which referencg is'made to the enmity and timidity of the

citizens of Brussels, whose city lies under Germah military
occupation. The gquestions raised-by‘Benn are, however, too
pgofound to .be related explicitly to the effect of war on

the human race. They concern the existence, significance

te

and endangering of the ego within the whole cdntext of the

modern era. A typigal problem in this respect arisgs in the
third story, Die Reise, in Which’RBnde'plgns-to make a jéur- .
ney to:Antwerp in order to. seek cultural nourishment from
the city's architecture. His fundamental insecurity when

cénsidéring'the idea of stepping outside his normal sphere

of'activity is commented on by Benn as follcws:

3

Ist das Ich schfcksalhaft festgelegt,

dann darf es nie seine Form verlassen, .
seinen Pflichtenkreis nie Uberschreiten,
seine Prigung nie gefdhrden,*sein Antlitz
auch nie enthilllen, dann ist eine Reise
[ROnnes beabsichtigte Reise nach Antwéxpen]
Aufldsung, Gefahr, Unglaube innerhalb d&r—-
strengen Frage nach Freiheit und Notwendig--
keit, und dann kann sie Uberhaupt nur zur
Bestatigung tiefster Zerrlittung fihren.®

As élready indicated, the dounterweight to the encroaching
nihilism of the "Rgnne—Novellen" is seen by Benn to lie in

o e o - ' ¥
the sphere of the mythical and the visionary, and in the
N - . [ 2

final work of the series, Der Geburtstag, RSnre's inherent

vulnerability is replaced by the ability to transform reality

a

a



primary ‘concern of the narratives is not recognized as a-
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into a thh, He is able to look back upon his existence in

an unproblematic manner and is now essentially able 'to "play",

as it were, with the situations that confront him. The basic
essence of the nr&nne-Novellen" is hereby demonstrated - by

establishing new values within the realm of the mythical-

visionary R&nne is able. to overcome aesthetically his isol-

ated, alienated and meaningless position in the real world.
An an embodiment of Gottfried Benn's assessment of
the predicament of modern man, Rd&nne appears as an important

N
literary vehicle who might well be‘included in the main

sections of the study below. Because, however, Rénne“s
overall significance extends beyond the soc1010g1cal aims

of this investigation and 1s more relevant in the sphere of

the‘aesthetic—phiIOSOphica%/— in other words,'because the .

~
~

portrayal of the predicament of modern men as such, but as
an attempt to overcome this predicament in an artistic,
aesthetic sense - it is felt that.the "R&nnelNovellen",
while cettainly very worthy of é?scussion, do not properly
belong within the major confines of this. study. ‘ v
Before proceeding to the analyses belo ,ione point
reme;ns to be cleared. It is mentloned above ithat the

earliest written work dealt with here is-Gerhart. Hauptmann s

-

play Vor-aonnenaufgang (1889). Because, howevet, the

sequence of the works to be analyzed conforms in all cases

to the hlstorlcal setting of the partlcular literary content,

. L
dlscu551ons of certain works, such as that of Hauptmann ]
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drama, will follow those of others which portray historic-
ally earlier circumstances, regardless of their actual

writing and/or publication date.
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CHAPTER 1

4
WARNING AND FORESTALLING: THE PHYSICIAN'S ROLE IN GERMAN

LITERATURE EXPOSING ASPECTS OF THE PERIOD ON GERMANY'S
SECOND EMPIRE

As indicafed by the historian Koppel S. Pinson, one
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technology, ‘all humdp conditions"
7

Wlth the development of the natural sciences 1n
Germany there. had arisen” in the earller decades of the»
_nlneteenth century new 1ntellectual\ urrents which veered
| awa§ from the precedlng metaphysrcal idealist philosophies,’

™

and 1nstead encouraged the spread of positivist thought and
screntific materialism.é Itiwae upon experimental investig-
atibﬁ, empirical reaSonin; and the detailed observation of
‘llfe and matter that new .emphasis was ‘laid. Man's najor
“interest henceforth lay in the objectlve scientific. analysis
of hlS env1ronment, and the natural sciences, as the basis
of this develOpment subsequently came to be regarded @n
‘broad c1rcles as the lnfalllble key to the ultlmate truths
‘ . of hhman ekistence;S Accordingly,va vibraht optimism and
,‘enthusiasm for the‘futurevwas generated‘as it was assumed
- that the innermost secrets of\natnre and with this the power
to ease all forms of human suffering would soon be within
man's graég. .Such expectatlons are particularly stressed,
for example, in Werner von Slemen S ‘remarks uttered at the
1886 Berlin Conference of the German Scientific and Medlcal
Association, which describe‘the contemporary era as an un-
ceasing and lndestructlble age that would alleviate the
social want and 1nf1rm1ty of its pe0ple, intensify their
interest in life, and leave them more contented and satisfied
with- their lot.6 It was by no means true, however, that

: T : .

scientific materialism, despite the undoubted success that

the natural sciences achieved, became a permanent and wide-

€
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ééfead philosophical doctrine. Its most significant period
gt ’

of popularity is generally regarded as éxtending thfoughout
the two to three decades after the middle of the century,‘

. beginning with the publication of works such as Jakob

Moleschott's Kreislauf des Lebens (1852), Karl Vogt's"~

Kohlérglaube und Wissenschaft (1854) and Ludwig Buchner's

Kraft und Stoff (1855). On the other hand, Du Bois-Raymond's

. { . . .
lecture dber die Grenzen des Naturerkennens, delivered to the

German Scientific and Medical Association at Leipzig in 1872,

clearly indicated that the natural sciences were far from

illuminatigg the innermost secrets of life, and other leading

I3

scientists such as Justus Liebig and Hermann Helmholtz spoke

out against the arbitrary employment of scientific methods
: ' , 7
in the deeper problems of existencs.

A good deal of the above historical discussion is re-

~

flected in the comments and activities of the physician-hero

in Ludwig Finckh's story Der Rosendoktor, which appeared in
8 @ ' -
1905. Finckh, who was born in the Baden-Wirttemberg town

of Reutlingen in 1876, studied both jurisprudence and med;
icine before becoming a practising physicianvin 1905. ‘Hé
served as a field doctor during the First World War, and ¢
later unqertookva series of lecture-tours among expatriéte
Germansfzz§ﬁhngary; Rumania andvthe Balkans. He died in
1964 in the Swiss town of ‘Gaienhofen. His works, which
. include beth poetry-and prose, cbetray a cloSeness.to natgre
and a strong feeling for li fe, and exhibit a simplicity'éf

style and an inclination towards idyllic contentment. Der

)
i
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Rosendoktor is a'tyPical work in this respect, being a short

éng relatiVely straightforward account of tﬁe life and
ca{eér of the pﬁysician Heinrich FfischWaché, yet at the
same time illuminating:«in a relaxed and unproblematic stylé
Finckh'svappraiéal of\contémporary social reality.

The nogel begins with an account of Friéchwachs'
childhood, a period of naivety, but also one of extremely
close proximity to the>wo;ld of nature. Later on the.future
docto? embarks upon a study of“jﬁrisprudence, but becomés
interested in the natural'sciences‘and‘is regretful. that
such subjects were totally neglected by his teéchers’during
his schooldays. Having become disappointed with the nature

o

of his law studies,. Frischwach finally decides to become a

[

physiéién, a profession much more suited to the sympathetic
concern he manifests fqr the world ab;utbhimﬁ A haépy.inter-
ludé#durihg his student days 1is formed by his friendship with
Peter;‘a poet and bookSelle: from whom he leérns both humil-~
ity and generosity. Frischwachs' possession of this latter

. guality later enables him to §ustaiﬁ Hans, a student-friend
whose inner loneliness and insecurity continually threaten

to overwhelm him. The grsates£ act of Frisahwachs' magnan-
imity occurs, however, when he releases Ahne,'an.artist with
whom he has fallen in Ldve, and who loves him, frém all moral
obligétion§ she might have te hiﬁ&&iﬁ order that she may re-
main withJHans who would otherwise suffer’spirituai devast-
ation. With this difffcult act of renunciation behind him

J

Frischwachs eventually returns to a small village in his

3
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* homeland wﬁeré, amond oﬁher‘things) he cultivates the roses
ﬁo whichfthé novel's title pertains. Within this framework
‘of Chfistian charity’and affiniﬁy to nature Finckh evaluates,
however, both developing and static trends ;f late nineteenth,
century~socie£y. The historical cornerstone of his-work is
the ascendence 6f the natural sciences to a position-gf dom-
inance in intellectual'thought, together with the result%pg‘

effect upon daily life . in general. Frischwachs, through
whose eyes this is reviewed, exudes optimism and enthusiasm
: ‘ . ‘
for the developments he sees, but he tempers these with spec-
. - \ .

ific and pointed,criticism of the social weaknesses to 'which
he is also exposeﬂ. ’

1

An early'eﬁample of the latter occurs during his
schooldays when, a idst his rustic surroundings, he not

only'experiences.aiclose affinity to nature, of whose out-
ward workings he bl comes well aware, but also'relops an

interest in the arts, in which a deep sensitivi®y is re-

vealed. The “roughshod, yet at time® over-analytical treat-

v

ment by hisnteabheﬁyof the works of Goethe and Schiller

provokes a protesting and critical reaction:
. . .

Wozu denn immer fragen? Es gibt in der
Schdnheit] oft nichts zu erklaren und zu -
‘'ve¥stehen|, nur zu empfinden. Wozu denn
fragen? s gibt im Leben oft nichts zu
denken und auszusprechen, nur-zu ahnen.
Und die M%nschen, die nicht ahnen und
empfinden\kannen, werden's nie begreifep.

e

The'thoughtsléipressbd here constitute a major lesson of

9

: ‘ | e .
Finckh's novel and form the basis of the significant crit-

!
|

1
|



icism in the work of the p051t1v1st1c phllosophy which
developed with the rise of the natural sciences. This

does not mean, however, that Frischwachs remains unmoved

by the dynamic v1ta11ty which the latter 1nsp1red Having

. left the . carefree ways of a country llfe, untouched by the

pressures of the out51de world, he is exposed to new values

ag the unlver51ty town where he is to study jurlsprudence.

»Acknowledglng 1mmed1ately the natural sciences as the key-

stone of ‘an intellectual turnover and the basis of a whole

new mode of existence, -Frischwachs is soon enthused by the

‘excitement and optimism currently being generated:

Uberall war Frlhling im geistigen Leben,

es sprosste und trieb mit einer nie geglaubten

Kraft, man riss die Fenster auf und liess

Licht und frische Luft herein. Wie ein

Rausch der Genesung war es uUber uns gekommen, .

eine lange verhaltene Xraft schoss und sprudelte

aus neuen und alten Quellen und riss sich . ‘
~ frische BAche in die alte Erde.10 © ' '

P

«
While, howeverﬁ Frischyachs clearly recognizes the

i s e . L . =~ . .
significance of the rise of sdience for humanity, he is

aware too that other factors besides purely scientific
elements are also indispensable to the sustenance of the
new vitality, and he has already indicated that close anal-

ysis and examination, the method of the natural sciences,

3

can in some cases lead to the overlooking of a subject's

¢

intrinsic characteristics.: Later, when Frischwachs decides

.to become a physician, he does so in the.realization that

too much emphasis upon technical knowledge will divert his
attention from the spiritual needs of his patients, which

are as vital to their continued?well—being as the scientific



35
| . NG o
techniques he wil;.apply in theér cure. FrieChwachsi‘dee-
cription of how his decision to\hecome;a doctor was reached,
‘emphasizes the humane function of the physician as being
perhaps more important than*the purely technicaf‘aspect of

. s
his work:

Ich will etwas lernen, dass ich den

Armen und Kranken helfen kann, .ich werde

sie verstehen,.. und will sie tr8sten

und ihre Not lindern... Mein Ziel war

klar, ich wlirde Arzt werden, um Kranke

zu heilen. Nicht blgss die Technik -

erlernen, wie jeder andre, sondern

ein Hera voll Liebe Ubet sie stro'nen.ll
In making the distinction between the healer and the tech—
nician Frlschwachs is here attacklng the pragmatlsm and
unfeeling nature of the purely‘technlcal approach to life.
Of course, as a trained physician of the late nineteenth
?entury he 1is very.muéh a scientist, but he is also a figure
in whom scientific observation, investigation,ahd application
are blended with a warm humanity and a profound spiritual
-sensitivity. Moreover, he contains within him a'deep-rooted
humlllty and a respect which 1is rellglous in character. A
broad manlfestatlon of these qualltles presents itself in
the account of his anatomical studies, in which he again
distinguishes between the wholly technical personality and
the spiritually sensitive individual. For Frischwachs the
limbs which he dissects are far more ‘than the inanimate
objects of a purely scientific investigation:

Hier war kein Tod, hier war nur Schdnheit.

...Ich...durfte Glleder sehen, die ein
grosser Schoépfer hlngeworfen hatte...Ich



schnitt éln und legte ‘einen Muskel bloss.
Wie schdn, wie wunderschdn. Ein Muskel!
Nicht eine rohe und ungeordnete Masse,
wie ich geglaubt, sondern ein zartes,.

. feingebautes und zu bestimmten Zweck in
Anfang und Ende verlaufendes Gebilde, :
eine eigne Persdnlichkeit so gut wie ein

ganzer Mensch.

a

‘The combination of exact obseruation, aWareness of
aesthetlc inner quality and rellglous feeling which Flnckh s
character exhibits here, makes hlm superlor to the others‘ln
}hlS group, who, unable" to apprecxate in a total sense the
1mp11catlons of the srghts revealed to them, remain conflned
within their own sc1ent1f1c llmltatlons.13 For Frischwachs
the true value of the phy31c1an is thus not grounded in
‘sc1ent1f1c tralnlng alone. ’Moreover, as an 1nd1v1dual
pr1v1leged to discern and comprehend the worklngs of the
human body, the phy51c1an should, in his eyes, be all the
more prepared to practlse humility and déference before its
Creator, besides being able to understand the materlal and
gsplrltual problems which contrlbute to’ 51ckness, as well as

.
that of sickness itself. Accordingly, Frlschwachs becomes
at the close of the novel a doctor for the poor of his
v1llage who takes in and gives shelter to vagrants, but
above all, and this to the chagrin of the v1llage prlest,
who acts as the: communlty s prlvate sp1r1tual ad;lsor.

Frischwachs"rejection of tne purely technlcal app-

' roach to life and his establishmentfof thevspiritual over
the materlal form the 1n1t1al manlfestatlon of one of the

phy51c1an s most 1mportant functlons in this 1nvest1gatlon.

Throughout the next eight works to be discussed here the
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 aangers, on the one hénd, of the firgt theme and the ‘nec-
eésity, on the.bthér hand, of the second, will be maée
increasihgly“clégr ig the.critiéal soqiél awarehesé.df the
medicél man, whosé specific rd&e will encompass both
passive observatioh and active résistance, as well as
tragic féilure:and succeésful reconstruction, when con-
fronted with the nééative forces, the vanguard of which
Frischwachs seems already to detect. o

Frischwachs' sensitivity to matters transcending

purely scientific or medical guestions is also evident

elséwhere in De; Rosendoktor. Of these issues the problem
of equal rights for women was a topiq very much in nine-
teenth century public focus, and one seen by ‘social critics
of the time as being linked in certain ways tovthe_currént
technological and industrial exgahsion.l4 Although Gerﬁan~
industrial growth had by l?lo‘suréassed that of all_Other
-péwers excépp tﬁe United States, the increagse in the real
wages of the workers remained far behind that in other
éountries, with tﬁe'result that many familiesICOuld only
maintain pace with the rising costs of living by Sending
women into full-time emp‘lloyment.%5 Accordingly, increasingly:
large numbers of woﬁen werelentering the new factories and
- workshops which.urgently required a labour force, but they
were continﬁally exploited by owners who were well awére
that the matérial demands of a woman wére‘muéh lower than

those of a man. As . a conseqguence, the protests of women's

movements changed from general grumblings concerning
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inequality tovclear portrayals of the harsh working condit-
ions to which women were subjected without any improvement
in th;;r soc1al situation. 'The‘growing movement for the
fair and equal treatment of the woman also affected many

~ who were not materially dependent upon the work the fact-
ories had to offer. These women demanded the rlght to a
higher educaﬁioh,:to be allowed to vote, to enjoy fair part-
icipation. in all branches of civil and ‘political activity,
in short, to alleviate what emancipationists such as Fanny
Lewald termed "die Beszchrinkung des freien Gebrauchs der
angeborengn Fahigkeiten zur elgenen FOrderung” In Der

P

Rosendoktor mention is made of women belng barred from

academic pursuits by professors fearing for their epiritual'
health, and by male students unreasonably opposed to their
presenee in the lecture theatres.17 As a humane end sym-
pathetic individﬁal‘Fpischwachs ie”dismayed‘by such folly
and intolerence, and is‘ready to %ake up arms on behalf of
the_feirer Sex; "Ich wollte kémﬁ%en £lr ihre Ebenblrtigkeit
mit dem Manne, fur ihre Gleichweftigkeit im Leben,. fur ihre
seellsche Hoherwertlgkelt + Finckh is flere anxious. to
have his say 1n what was for him a matter of contemporary
social ihjustice. Attacking, through the medium of his
fictional character, thejmqrally unfair tfeatmen§ of the
woman, he clearly rises above this aspect of current social
prejudlce and inconsistency. ﬁ

The third/major instance in which Frlschwachs - function

as a social critic 1is demonstrated concerns the contemporary
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judicial system. The criticisms expreséea‘here may almost
certainly be.attributed to Finckh's own experience of jufis—
prudence, but iﬁ the subsequent implied»comparison of the
latter with the professiqn of medicine they alsoibear out
thé claim of contemporary writers such as Leo Berg who, in

his book Der Naturalismus: 2Zur Psychologie der modernen

Kunst (1892), deéqribes the physician as_the most dedicated
individual,'aﬁd, more significant, his profession as ghe
most credible branch of sclence of the period. For Frisch-
wachs the judicial system, to which He had been exposed
during his eérlier period of Study, had unfortunatelysbeeﬁ
neglected in the general intellectual blossoming occasidned

by the rise of science. Whereas all other fields of human,
20 . -
activity had been revitalised, the field of jurisprudence

experienced a lingering stagnation: -
N :

Es gab da ein Gebiet im menschlichen Leben,
an dem alle Entwicklung der Neuzeit spurlos
voribergegangen war...die Juristereli sass
ruhig auf ihren Lorbeeren, aufgeblasen und
al'nkelhaft...Rickstindig bis in die Knochen
und am toten Buchstaben kdebend. %

o

Frischwashs' chief criticisms of the contemporary

"

judicial syétem>a:e the lack of conéistency,in the Qerdicts
‘passgd by ﬁhe cdurts, and, more important, tﬁe fact tﬁat it
did not fuliy appreciaté the true nature of the people who

fell foul of it. The concept of abnormal ana unconscious

motivation in -human conduct was a comparatively young branch
. ' 22 =
of medical science when Finckh wrote his novel, but its

value is neyertheléss fully acknowledged by him in Frisch-7
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wachs' appraisal of the courts and the practitioners of

law: 4

Und ich sah mir die Leute an,..die heute
Recht sprachen...M&ch wunderte, dass sie
so wenig wussten vom Menschen, Uber den
sie urteilten und-lber. den sie sich als
Richter stellten. Keiner...wusste, wie
ein Mensch innerlich gebaut war, wo seine
Nerven und Blutgefl3sse liefen, wie Herz,
Lunge und Nieren beschaffen waren...wie

_ konnten junge Menschen und alte Spiesser,
die.ihre eigene Psyche nicht kannten und
dem Nebenmenschen niemals psychologisch
nahe kamen, sich ein Urteil fiber andrer
Menschen Inneres herausnehmepn? Wie
konnten sie einen kranken Menschen N
verstehen, der doch anders handelt als -
ein gesunder, und lUber Menschen urteilen,
wenn sie nicht ihre Schmerzen,verstandsn,
die uns doch alle ‘auf Irrwege treiben?

As a former student of jurisprudence Frischwachs
may speak with some authority on the iegal prdcédureihe
fings so obgblete. By taking up medicine, however,‘he
gains the insight with which to criticize the féfme;f and
thereby dehonstrates_ﬁhe sUperiority of the medical scient-
ist oVer.botb\judée and lawyer in the evélpatibn of human
situations. ' | | |

Finékh's story of the country doctor who eventuaily
retires to the cultivation of his roses is, despite its
simplistic form and relative obscurity, a valuable document
of the times. Its majorqchéracter, Frischwachs, fulfils’the
important function of analyzing and criticizing the changing
-world of. the late nineteenth century. In doing so he‘not
only reveals the transformaﬁion_in intellectual life occas-

ioned by the ascendence of the natural ‘sciences, but also

4
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exposes both positive and potentially negative effects of
their‘rise,.as well as attacking significa%t areas of con-
t&mporary social weakness and inconsistency. Most strikingly,
however, in Frischwechs' criticism of the.chrrent judicial
system the novel demonstrates the distinctfve superiority
and suitability of the scientific physician wnen ,acting as

a social critic, on account of hls superlatlve 1n51ght lnto.
the reallty of soc1al SLtuatlons. Furthermore, as a phys—
ician not merely concerned with purely medical data and
experiment,ﬂFrischwachs combines the analyticnchores of the
ecientist-with the stpathetic‘regard of the'humanitarian,
both of which are 1ndlspensable to the successful acoompllsh—
ment of his role. In tHls blendcot scientific ob3ect1v1ty

and spiritual awareness Finckh provides an example of ‘what

course man's overall progress should take. In the next work

%
1]

to be discussed here, ﬁowever; Gerhart Hauptmann s drama

vVor Sonnenaufgang\ﬂil889), the physician cuts a somewhat

different figure, who, despite exposing the dangers of tech-

nical civilisdtion, is himself a remlnder of its potentlally
: ‘ 24 *

disastrous consequences.

While Der,Rosendoktor reflects both the rise of the

natural sciences and the social implications .thereof, as

-

well as revealing certain areas in’need of social reform,

Vor Sonnenaufgang, Hauptmann's first naturalistic play, is .
more concerned with the effects of the vast industrializ-
ation which overtook Germany, and which provideauthe most

obvious display of German pre-eminence during the nineteenth

°
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century.

‘Although German.industry had experienced an initial
dramatic upswing with the sptead of railways and an‘increas—h
ing demand for iron and coal during the eighteen-fifties,
an ensuing.massive application of science,iparticularly

t
o chemlstry, a careful scrutlny of forelgﬁ?économlc develop-

" ment and organization, a oanklng system geared elosely to
ﬁindustrial expaneion and the unification ofmtheﬂGerman
Empirelin 1871 which signified the introduction of e;standa;d
monetary system, the acquisition of rich mine;al deﬁbSits in
Alsace-Lorraine, as well as a substantial populat#on increase,
nall enabled German industrial progress to acceleraterat a
tremendoue rate. Although in 1870‘Gerneny.conetituted~a
collection of still largely $§ricnltural states, by 1910 it

ﬂhad emergea as the‘leeding-industrial pOWer of EurOpe andvby
world standards remained second only to the Unlted States, in
the productlon of iron and steel.25 Of wvital nece551ty to
Germany s phenomenal 1ndustr1al growth were raw materials,
anieff1c1ent transportatlon system and a -steady. supply of
industrial fuels. These, in the form of coal, were in" abund-
ant suéply thronghout the country, most‘notably'in the Ruhr,
the Saar and Upper Silesia; glthough the mbst significant

‘coalfields lay in the Ruhr area, Upper Silesian coal, whicn
began to pe mined in earnest only after the rallway expanSLOn-

. which lln{ed the region with the rest of the country in the
1870's, amounted by the end of the nineteenth century to

26
over one fifth of Germany's total coal production. It is



in Upper Silesia that Hauptmann sets the scene for Vor

Sonnenaufgang, a drama concerned with Fhe effect of the

coal-mining upon the local inhabitants, amd a work, the
scepticism of which constitutes-a poignant counter'to the’
optimism and bellef in technologlcgl prggress which many
intellectuals of the day held as valid. This scepticism
is conveyed more.than any other‘character by the physician

Schimmelpfennig, a figure, as will be seen, of exceptional¥”

significance for the disclosures of this first chapter,

The dlSCOV y Of r1ch 3] seams beneath Silesian

agrlcul*Jral 1and has cause_; local farmers to forsame

their traditional labours foYig _excessive profits this

vitally imoo&iapt source of fuel brings. Unfortghetely,
the ‘inhabitants are unable to adjust to their new-found
wealth, and squander their money lav&sn_y and: foolishly.

. This is most evident in the Members of the Krause family,
, whose Qulgar opulence has resulted in a‘degeneration ﬁani-
fested aboverall in the alcoholism which afflicts them.
Exploitatioh of the working classes is also rife, as the
Krause labourers are grOSS Ly undnr“a*d and undernourlshed
and steal in order to supplement theircmeagre income. - In
" Hoffmann, Krause's son-in-law, entrepreneurial acufen is .

Be o ensice)
ovarshadowed by dishonesty, as he has been alde to entice/

. N .
some of the farmers, who had drunk too mych champagne, into

signing over thelr coal rights against an aqsurdly low rental.

To this corrupt and.degenerate neighbourhood comes Loth, an
utopian idealist, yet with df%ect experience of the harsh

and inhuman working conditions which industrialization had
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created;j..Loth's intention "1s to improve: the social envir-

Yo PR
oo~

°onment upon,. a radlcal scale,gand he meets and falls in love

Wlth Helene[ Krause s second daughter, who has managed to

) remaln untalnted by the degeneracy around her.{ Nelther his

2

‘,soc1al lntentlons, ner his affalr w1th Helene lead however,

& -

~

w

»

”_1mp11Catlons for the local populatlor

£

-

[ , °

tO'any pOSltlve conclusioh, as he is madeuaware of the

.

enormqus splrltual deprav1ty of the reglon as well as of

<

lts problem of alcohollsm by a former frlend of hleKtheﬂf N
.

P

physxc1an Schlmmelpfennlg Forsaklng Helene because he

fears she mlght have 1nher1ted the same alcohollc tra1t~

o v fon ,

‘waS'the ‘rest of her famlLy, he. leaves the area and gives Up

s

“any 1deas of attemptlng tof 1mprove hlS condltlon The play

. ’

ends wrth the eu1c1de of Helene and an. overalh socmal situ-

atlon remalnlng fundamentally the - same as at the outset o‘

v N By

the‘actlon.‘ Vor'Sonnenaufgang thus may be sald to reflect

" - .
the comlng to ‘an agrarlan communlty of the ;ndustrlal age

- ]

wrth all-its’ accompanylng ugllness, danger and problematlc

a up\sp thent

2 9 . ’
Based upon ‘the .

J

"actual experlences of Slle51an peasantry, the play reveals-

N

the shocklng effects of transfofmed materlal COHdlthHSQ

el

' Amldst the obscene rlchness ‘and’ mlserable squalor of

the drama?s settlng the thslcran~Sch;mmelpfennrg ‘has main-

P

'tainedfa practice forfsix<years, and, despite not appearing ="

BT . . .
until the-third_act of-the play and remaining entirely
: I , .

‘absent'throughout the‘fourth he is an’important dramatic;

(s o
flgure, able, unllke anyone else, to remain aloo%§£rom:>and

uncorroded by the pltlful COndlthnS in which he works.
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Quite early on in the drama a description of him is given

r

by Hoffmann, according to which he appears as a partic¢ul-

arly conscientious individual, yet one in whom a curious

fusion of hardness andﬂsentimentality is:present:

Melnetwegen, jedenfalls hat unser Arzt

‘Gewissen. Er ist namlich auch so'n

stick Ideologe, halb und halb unser
Schlag-reUssiert schauderhaft unter

Bergleuten und auch unter dem Bauernvolk.

Man vergodttert ihn geradezu. Zuzeiten

Ubrigens 'n recht unverdaulicher Patron,

'n Mischmasch von Hirte und Sentimentalitat.3l |

Schimmelpfennig‘s,concern for thebunderprivileged, which

is expressed in the above passage,.is later confirmed' by

one of,Krause“s workers:  "A iis...na kurz un gutt, a hoot
nmit'n oarma Mensche a Mitleed:-A kefft'n de Med'zin, und'-
a verlangt nischt. A klmmt zu jeder Zeet..." 3? Schlmmel-

pfennlg s hardness, however, is also very much in ev1dence

in the play, partlcularly in the fifth act in an important °

>

J"dlscu551on with his former friend Loth. . .In. this 1nstance,

- a, 51tuatlon in whlch Hauptmann allows his medlcal character

to speak out fully and crltlcally, the sympathetlc, sentl—
mental aspect of Séhlmmelpfennlg 5 dlSpOSlthn <1s heav1ly

outweighed. Loth, complalnLWg bltterly of the 1n3ust1ce of

:*t

'sqg%&l life, has certaln flxed ideals, 51m11ar to those
”expresSed by contemporarles of the sc1ent1f1c age, but not,

of\course, grounded’ in the material success the .period .
- .33
undoubtedly produced -

Meln Kampf ‘ist ein Kampf um das Gluck
%ller- sollte ich glucklich sein, so

(‘“

PoT



mussten es erst alle anderen Menschen
um mich herum sein; ich milsste um mich
herum weder Krankheit noch Armut w%der
Knechtschaft noch Gemeinheit sehen.

Although these words may well réflect circumstances which
Hauptmann was anxious to condemn, their inherent critieism

merely amounts to what Schimmelpfennig has already evalu-

i

_ated and come to accept. 'The latter, while not criticizing
the objectives of his friend s 1dealism, is well aware of
the insurmountable difficulties which would be involved in
any attempt to realize them. Hiswwork in the area, which
apparently sometines occupies him for;twenty—two houis'of
‘the day, has brought him into close contact with both the

undernourished and hostile poor, and the extravagant,
v “35 ;
champagne-drinking rich. Aware of the region's SOClal

-

degeneration resulting from alcoholism, gluttony and incest,

as well as of thed true nature of dece1v1ng capitalistic
. ) ) 36 ) ] R
entrepreneurs such as Hoffmann, he rejects Loth's idealism

4 .\\
as mere fanciful rapture: |

¢ %

Was ihr da alles nOtig habt, um flott zZu
bleiben, Glauben, Liebe, Hoffnung. Fur
mich ist das Kram.  Es ist eine ganz
simple Sache: die Menschheit liegt in
der Agonie, und, unsereiner macht ihr mit 5
Narkoticis die Sache so. ertraglich als '
mdglich.
"J ‘“d

Schimmegﬁﬁehnlg fs unable to associate himself with
vLoth 9 cause becﬁﬁse ‘he regards it as futile. For him there
is no 1mme&iate hope of drastic social 1mprovement, although

there remains the p0551b111ty of eaSLng somewhat the Slck

)



~condition into which man has floundered: The doctor's

. sobering assessment of the circumstances which Loth had
hoped to transform, constitutes, moreover;Aan ironic twist
to the penchant for truth characteristic of the sfientific
age, which had ‘been described by Rudolf Virchow as being
the'greatest boon of the times, belng inextrlcably linked

38
w1th\the concept of progress. The truth that Schimmel-

pfennlg recognlzes is’ a rekmgﬁﬂksteeped ln degeneratlon

A
e

and deprav1ty, a condlélig »j@fpately caused by the same

o 1ndustr1al progress which had stunned Germany s economic

rivals. To the doctor, the communlty of Vor Sonnenaufgang

represents an environment unable to adjust incorruptibly

and decently to the new conditions of a technological age,
: x

‘fallure whlch subsequently creates a social problem too
» 39
’§%ensrveito be engaged successfully. The social crit-

icism of Schimmelpfennig is much more severe than that of

;ﬁhis counterpart in Der Roserdoktor, for the absence of

spiritual values in the face of a’rising scientific tech-
nology, wnlch Frischwachs in this work had detected and
regarded as a potentlal danger, already confronts the phys—

“ician of Vor Sonnenaufgangras an accompllshed fact. As he

is unable to overcome, or even check the dlsastrous social
problems now firmly entrenched, Schimmelpfennig's functron
in this instance consists in exposing the ektent of their

- appalling nature, and in dispelling any 1ieallst1c hopes of
0

immediate, or even long—term improvement. -

Another area in which Hauptmann's physician appears

'
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as a more extreme exponent of social%bﬁiticism than Finckh's
character, concerns the social position of the woman. Al—
though he describes himself, with justification{ as a con-

firmed doctor, Schlmmelpfennlg 1s also practlslng medicine
41
in the region because of its high financial rewards. In

‘order not to be disturbed in his moneymaking he even estranges

himself from his former friends, and he announces that he will

~

retire from the medical profession as soon as he has amassed
, . L ‘ 42
~sufficient capital to ensure his material independence.

The practical materialism exhibited hore, while certainly
reflecting the entrepreneuriai, competitiVe spirit of the
times, is'directed however, to a positiﬁe, if ultimately
.undeflned end concerned with the problems of>;art1age and
women's‘emancipation. Yet whilé engaging himself in such
issues, it seems that.Schim@eLptennig\is not conoerned'to
accept tne conventionai argénents.for women's?equality, but
s more interested in‘conde%ning thé social‘ggncept‘of |
marriage-and its associated idea of the'husognd. In thisdhe@5
is perhaps an early expounder of views expréssedtmore fully.
in Hauptmann's novel Atlantis (1912) }egarding'the natural
right of the mother to bear chlldren without the soc1al
sanctlon of marrlage.43 Moreover, whlle there is no definite
statemont, there.are indications in.the play'that Schimmel-
'pfsnnig's ultimate objective is the estabiishmént of -some
form of soc1ety produced by eugenic means, which again is a
theme taken up by Hauptman in hlS later novel. %4 In ygg

~

Sonnenaufgang Loth's conviction that absolute physicél and

vj’
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mental health is essential'for both marriage~partners, and
the . proposed marriage between Helene, a level headed, tolerant
and intelligent girl,- and Frau Krause s uncouth vulgar, sense-
less and vicious nephew Kahl, may be taken as warnings against‘
irresponsiblevprOpacation. In’acdition,_Schimmelpfennig in- J
forms Loth oﬁ]the,extensive research he has conducted in the
area, is horrified by Loth's.deliberate question as to whether
he had ever considered taking one of its girls to wife, and
shortly thereafter reveals to Loth the alcoholism within the
Krause family, persuading him that Helene, despite her appear-
ance to the contrary, is genetically 1mpure.45 'Unfortunately,
this'aspect of the physician's function, which is‘apparently

~concerned with eugenics and'the role of the woman within it,

is not further clarified in Vor Sonnenaufgang nd the reader

is merely left with the obscure impreSSion of me faregeaching.
purpose.‘nWhat,'on the other hand, is evident, {1 the'vfctory
5f scientific calculation over human emotion in Loth's‘decision
to forsake Helene,‘after Schimmelpfennig's explanation of her
family baokéround; This occurrence, which is in part respons-
ible for Helene's suicide,‘brings to light the most significant
aspect of Schimmelpfennig s role in the drama.

The tOplC of hereditary affliction, which is the
decisive factor in Loth s action, was a popular theme in the
hedical society of:the l880's, Hauptmann himself mentioned
this in his autobiography, but notably, did not agree with
the w1despread opinion that degeneration 1n families was |

46 .
mainly the result,of excessive alcoholism.. _ Furthermore,
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the biologist August Weismann had in 1885, four years before

vor Sonnenaufgang appeared, developed‘a theory frdm which

arose eV1dence that characterlstlcs acquired during the course
47 ‘

of life could not be transmitted heredlﬁarlly. As the

critic'Leroy Shaw mentions, alcoholism is not actually. an
‘inherited, but rather an\acqulred trait‘of the members of‘
the ﬁrause family,.for both_Krause and his elder daughter
Marthe seem to become drunkards as a result ‘of their newly-
. gained wealth<and considerably increased leisure time, and-
the fact that Marthe's chila dies from cuts received from
broken glass;whlle attempting to reach a' Schnaps bottle is

hardly conclusive proof that lt dled as a result of an over-
48

powering desire for ralcohqg ‘Although Schimmelpfennig ‘
admits. that certalnlcaséﬁ/i::\known in which such heredltary
evils have been suppressed,%g.he reflects neither Hauptmann's
own beliefs; not the biclogical truth of the times, and‘his
acticnvin convincing Loth tc abandcn hls intention of marry-
ing Helene is thus scientifically unsound as well as morally
:questionable. What function then does Schlmmelpfennlg here
fulfil’ He acts. completely as a cold, but mlsgulded scient-
ific personallty who, after condemnlng Hoffmann as a totally

b

unscrupulous pleasure seeker, persuades Loth to leave Helene'
50
within her brother-ln—law S group. " His adv1ce to his friend
‘51
not to take from Helene what llttle she Stlll has, is that

of an unfeeling scientific pragmatlst unable to spare a con-
sideration for emotional feeling. Worse than this, however,:
through his pedantic insistence uporﬁ invalid and/or disbelieved

a4
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scientific principles, Schimmelpfennig is led aétray from
the'biological fact that'Helene is not necessarily a potent-
ial hereditary sufferer of alcoholism. As mentioned above,
this error is partly instrumental in'causing'Helene's death,
for, once ﬁorsaken by”Loth, who represents to her not only
.a lover, but also the-very_éeans of’ealvation from the
wretcnedness'and corruption in which she is entrapped, she

E

loses her only hope of the better, more decent existence to
which she is suited. Sohimmelpfennig's mistaken appraisal
of Helene' §”51tuatlon ‘thus does not oonflrm the anticipated
ability of the scientifi¢ age to allev1ate the problems of'
man, but betrays instead its falllblllty and weakness, and
exposes the optimism it generated as potentlally deceptive.

In Schlmmelpfennlg, the second of the thSlClanS to
be examined in this study, Hauptmann has thus created a figure
of important, but dlverse fu;ctlonal value. As a scientific
'reallst the doctor realizes the 1ncompat1b111ty of Loth's
idealism with the lmp0551ble conditions surrounding him, and,
.while’able to oope with the problems of the local-population
only upon a very llmlted scale, he may at least offer a com—
plete cure for the misguided, if, admlrable notions of hlS ‘
friend, by imitiating him into the true nature of reality.
In dbing‘this, howeVer, Schimmelpfennig'also reveals the
. unfortunate llmltatlons of the sc1ent1f1c age in eradicating
the ‘dilemmas of society, and in the matter of H‘éne s
alleged genetic impurity, an issue that both the wrlter

Hauptmann, and thé scientist Weismann would have disputed,

he is utilized in such a manner as to transmit an even deeper
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feeling of mistrust of the contemporaryAenthusiasm.and-beiief
. in the triumph of scientific progress. The scientific striv=-
ing for truth; which éontemporaries acclaimed and took pride
in, and which iﬁ Schimmelpfennig's revelation to Loth of man-
kind's sick condition was ironically still valid, is now in
this latter instance'expoéed as a fglse lead, for.it néq only
does not take into account the humanitarian appreciation of .
human emotiéns, which is a vital compdneht of succeséful comm-
unal exiétenée, but it is also founded upon a lie which bears
no compariSon with biological‘fac;. |

The severe social condemnations of Vor Sonnenaufgang

mark it as a work symptomatic of a mind that was never able
to commit itseif fuliy andvlastingly‘to the optimistic con-
victions of nineteenth century technologicai society. It is
knowp from Hauptmann's friend Behl that the disappointmeﬁt‘
at the inabilityfdf the scientific agé to achieve its object-
iveé wa;‘a blow which affected the writer right until the
very end of his‘life.szy The play is then an early éxamplé

. o _
of Hauptmann's social Eriticism'in which the pbysician does
not primakrily act as the positive figure of a éioﬁrishing
age as -destribed earlier in the words of Leo Berg,s'3 but
instead functions mainly as the incarnation of'thaﬁ same
period's materialistic, unfeeling,‘pragmatic, and, above all,
fiﬁite characteristics. | |

The socially problematicbconsequences of industry and

technology which Hauptmann reveals in Vor Sonnenaufgang occur

again in his novel Atlantis (1912), the third work to be

¥
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included in this study. Despité the great increase in

nqéional prosperity which Germany's incredible rise as an
eéonomic power had made possible, this same dévelopmént )
alsohcreated labour situations in which siCknesé,.fatigue,
monotony, severe working and housing conditions, the ‘dis-
ruption of family relationships, as well as the depravity

|

depicted'so clearly in the work just discussed above, came

to be commonpl’ace.i'55 Although between 1881 and 1889 a number
of acts were passed which prbvided major benefits for the |
working classés, and which made Germany the world's first
modern welfare state, militant workers' organizations began

to expand rdpidly soon after,.and their hostility was felt

in a Eeries of great strikes‘which continued through to

].'903.36 For the’workegs the style of life which Germany's
economic rise signified, was one dominated by material prod-
uction, profit margins, cartel monOpolies,‘but most notably,

by the machine. In Hauptmann's novel Atlantis the consequences
of this moderﬁ technocracy are examined very éritically“ |
against a background Of'téchnical achievement in modern mass

transportation.

The action 0of the novel may be divided into three

-

‘parts; the first‘dealing with the sea\passagé of the eminent

bacteriologist Friedrich von Kammacher to America aboard the-
fast mail steamer Roland, the second with the founderingwof
the Roland and von Kammacher's subsequent survival, and the

, o .

third with the doctor's activities in the eastern seaboard

states before his eventual return to Germany. Aboard the
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Roland the conversations between von Kammacher and the ship's
doctor Wilhelm form the basis of significantbsocial criticism,
while in the third éart of the novel the ideas of von Kamm=-

acher's lohg-time medical friend Peter Schmidt, doctor of/the
Connecticut township of Meriden, are important. Although the
work was written in 1912, its action is set in the same latef

nineteenth ‘century period as in Vor Sonnenaufgang.

At the outset of the action von Kammacher is a thor-
oughly disillusioned figure. His world has become, as he puts
it, a cold dish on a station lunch-COunter for which he has no
appetite.57 His wife is mentally ill beyond all reasonable
hope of recovery, and he has ;eéently suffered a great defeat
in-the medical werld which involved the outright rejection of
ceftaiu of his theories: These, the inner motivations for his
decision to leave his homeland, are supplemented by a more .
immediate reeson: his infatuation with'a sixteen year old
daughter of an attist travelling on the Roland to New York.

As a physician von Kammacheryis a problematic char-
acter. Having originally studied medicine, in,order to be
of service to humanity, he had chosen to work in a poor rural
district when he could have secured an extremely high income
f!%m a‘Berlin practice.ss Euterlng the field of pacteriology;

he had soon achieved a positien of eminenee; and had. been an
vassistant to the great medical scientist Robert Koch.59 The
_rejection'ef'his bacteriological theories had dealt him,

however, a subsequent heavy blow, but hisvdeepest disappoint=-

ment was caused by his fundamental inability to adjust to the

often dull and technically?demanding research which is the
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essence, of a profe551on whlch he describes as being dedicated
60

to a decaying vegetation sprung from diseased germs.

Appraisals such as this remind one immediately of Schimmel-

pfennig's sombre words in Vor Sonnenaquang, and like this

figure, von Kammacher is expressing an ultra-reallstlc view
of social aspects of an age ‘'which otherwlse enthralled many
with its material achievements. Whereas, hoWe§er, Schimmel-
pfennié will.iny leave the practice of medicine for some
definite if undefined'social purpose, von Kammacher decides

“to fofsake it because he is not spiritually mature for it:

"Ich eigne mlch nlcht zum Arzt, Ich kann den'Menschen das
Opfer nicht brlngen, eine Beschaftlgung belzubeha‘*”w, die
61 ‘

mich traurig, ja schwermitig macht."

The ggtemé-sensitivity to the pr%bleé of human -
suffering, which is inhérent in von Kammacher's rejéction of
.the medical profeséion, is, on the otger hand, a character-
trait which influences his point of view in the important
cfitical discussioné;with‘Dr. Wilhelm.62‘ He is, howe;er,
also sensitive to the pqsitive techndlogical achievements bf
hié times, which are e?itomized‘in the novel by the Roland

itself, and by the vessel it passes on the~ﬁigh seas,“tQF

Furst Bismarck. Seeing the former for the first time as it
rides at anchor off the English coast, von Kammacher is deeply
impressed, and experiences a sensation of pride and7elatioﬁ:
Noch nie hatte Friedrich von der Macht
_des menschlichen. Ingeniums, vor dem echten

‘Geiste der Zeit, in der er stand, einen
glelchen Respekt gefuhlt wie beim Anblick :
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dieser schwarz aus dem schwarzen Wasser ’
steigenden riesigen wand, dieser ungeheuren
Fassade, die aus endlosen Reihen runder

Luken Lichtstrdme auf eine schiumende &
Aue vor dem Wind geschlitzter Fluten warf.63

An even more spectacular sight is that of the Furst Bismarck,

one of the mightiest ships of its day, ydssing by on the high

seas not fifty metres distant,?rolling and pounding in the

. 64 :
gleam of its thousand lights. Such a display, the vital-
. - 3
breath of an atmosphere which is no less necessary to the
65
"mind of the modern man than air is to his lungs, represents

to von Kammacher a victory of man's technological genius over
‘Nature itself, a sentiment very mugh in accordance with the

intellectual outlook of the times: _ ‘

...ein Anblick wie dieser eben genossene - [,Q
muss einem doch bis auf die Knochen
imponieren. Es ist einfach toll, dass
ein solches durch Hand und Geist des
Menschen zusammengestelltes Produkt
.geheimer Naturkrifte, eine solche T
'Sch&pfung Uber der schdpfung, ein solches. ™ -
Schiff nur mdglich geworden ist. ' B
. : - -

S , , . B
During the course of the ensuing discussion between:

Kammacher and Wilhelm the technological age receiVe%pxpér%r=f “

icularly in the accolades of the latter, what must;%a-‘

M
PRA

amongst the highest of tributes. The period is enthugas- *

fa =

tically described by Wilhelm as merely the beg&nniﬁgfp
' i dee o
development in which technical progress, the onlyﬁ%gﬁﬁgﬁei ‘

reform of human conditions, is in eternal revolutiﬁ%é'ihéxf

67 ) %
orable and implacable in its course. Von Kammathex

this off by expressing the optimistic hope that gh”
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civilisation will be-free of the df%eptions, illusions,

corruptions and profligacy which beset man at present:

Hoffen wir also... dass die letzte Stunde

der grossen, auf uns gekommenen Spiegelfech-
ter, Gaukler, sldseeinsulanischen Medizin-
midnner und Zauberer nicht mehr ferne ist ,
und dass alle Flibuster und zynischen Frei-
beuter, die vom Seelenfang leben und seit
Jahrhunderten gelebt haben, vor dem schnellen -
und sicheren Meerschiff der Zivilisation, das
den Intellekt zum Kapitdn und die Humanitlt
-Zum einziggg Hausverwalter hat, die Segel
streichén. : ,

-

Such idealism, which ponstitutes a typical acknowledgement
69 \ . A
of the period, ' was for a period firmly upheld by Hauptmann

himself, but although he never doubted that the achievements
of the late nineteenth century weré part of some overall posi-
tive providential programme: he realized too that the cqurse
upon which modern civilisation hadpgmbérked, wouid event;ally .

S 7 0 ° K -"2 B
g¢°*'lead it astray. Accordingly, the process von Kammacher

'Juﬁ@Fééfibes, by which civilisation, through the agency of

-

" humane and scientifically’intellectuAl princ&plgs, wés to

xénter an age of truth and harmony; représehts a vision S
which he is unable to envisage as a concrete fact. Like.

., Hauptmann, he has become sceptical, and c;n no. longer be-
lieve.in the ability of current-tecﬁnological society to
disperse the difficulties confrontiﬁg man: "Er trug jenen
Glauben an die alleinseligmachende Kraft der Wissenschaft

~und des moaernén Fortschritts zur Schau, der ihn eigentlich

\ . 71
schon verlassen hatte." Thus, despite the fact that the

material achievements of the scientific age, such as the
§ :

3

power ful ocean liners which cross in mid-Atiantic, do not

3 ) 2
o . g . A
¥ ) " - [y
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fal to lmpress hlm, von Kammacher is not deterred from

o

not1c1ng the shortcomlngs of the modern world an obvious

exampleaof which is readlly prOVLded by the author 1n the

- death of one of the Roland's stokers. = The fate of thls

'unfortunate victim of c1v1llsatlon, thls modern galley slave,

iy

Stlll CGVGIQ‘\Wlth the sweat of hls fearful occupatlon, is

for Hauptmann a bltter consequence of a society made sub-

)

servient.to its own technology.and'machinery) and provides

a startlng p01nt for von Kammacher s harsh and penetratlve
' : 72
analysxs of modern existence:

Ich flirchte,..dass der weltumspannende
- Verkehrsapparat, der angeblich im Besitze
~ der Menschheit ist, vielmehr seinerseits
- die Menschheit besitzt. _Wenigstens sehe

- . ich bis jetzt noch nichts davon, dass die

'Vungeheuren Arbeitskrd3fte der Maschinen
‘die zu leistende Menschenarbeit verringert
" hatten. Die' moderne Maschinensklaverei
ist die imposanteste Sklaverei, die es
jemals gegeben. hat; aber sie ist:eine
Sklaverei? Wenn man fragt, ob das Zeit-
alter der Maschinen das menschliche Elend.
vermlndert hat, muss man bis jetzt mit
Nein antworten. - Ob es das Gluck und die
MOglichkeit zum Glick gesteigert hat?
, Wiederum lautet bis jetzt die Antwort-,
Nein! 73 ; . o

The phenomenon of modern technocracy, in which the indiviad-
ual is constantly enslaved in a monotonous and often danger-

- ous mechanlcal process,'ls flercely Eondemned here ;ntvon

' Kammacher_s words. Wilhelm, on thelother hand, despite the
somewhat damaging aomission"that‘modern ciyilisation is |
’par51m»n ous of everythlng save what 1is best in the 1nd1v-'

_;idual,74 can only;stress his bellef in its ability, to sever
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humanity once and for all from the worst savageries of the
75
past ¥ The ominous reply made by von Kammeghﬁgyis that of

a deeper seeing and more realistic observer°

°

"Wissen Sie daS'ganz.gewisqzﬁ‘4” ¥ e
Friedrich, "und finden Sie.es¥ N
sonderbar, wie neben dén hdchtadlE”
Errungenschaften der°Wissenschaftt,
',Spektralanalyse, Gesetz von der’
Erhaltung der" Kraft und so weiter,
die altesten Kohlerirrtumer immer
noch machtvoll fortbestehen? 1Ich
'bin nicht so sicher, dass ein Rlckfall
selbst in die grauenvollsten Zeiten
des Malleus maleficarum unmoglich ist'"76

The significance of these words, written only a very Shorti
¢ f

time before the outbreak of the First WOrld War, is remark-
. able. While they reflect a pos1tive admiration for the

technological achievements of the nineteenth century, they

t

also betray a profound ‘and soon “to. be- justified mistrust

of the period's reputed omnipotenCe and infallibility in
e T j
the~résolving of man's dilemmas. What von Kammacher crit-

°

Bl - . ,r . - A
icizes 1is' an-age of technological achievement which can no_

longer serve man in the manner originally h0ped and expected.
Whereas Wilhelm,‘as a conVinced admirer of the wonders of

-modern science, readily alaces his confidence in the ability

!

of'theLage to completeeits“quest for the-ultimate truth in
the problemsaof life, von Kammacher is already a&aré that
such trust is founded upon an illusion, His sobering reply
'to Wilhelm's idealism is a realistic assessment of a tech-
nological civilisation no longer able to:control its own '

course, and a warning to beware of cultyral decline.
a Y e .

ff“.‘" 4
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The discerning'and somewhat alarming‘contents of the
physicians'-discussion form perhaps thgwhost significant
criticism so far of the scientific age,‘amd reveal the am-
bivalence of Hauptmann's own feellngs toﬁazas its trends.
W1lhelm s trustlng sentlments, for example, are expressed

exactly in a passage ‘in the writer” saautoblography, while

von Kammacher's doubts find an echo ln the acceptance speech

© for the\Nobel prize for 1iterature.in;l912, in which Haupt-

i
&

mann distinguishes hetween the concepts ofufalse;and genuine
progress, the former furthering tife cause of human confliot,‘
the latter that of peace. Von Kaymacher's demure admohition
reflects Hauptmann s conclusion as to which of these alter-

77
natives civilisation had chosen.

s

The warning contained in the doctors' conversation is

.more deflnltlve and urgent than the cautionary observatlons

glven in the prev1%uswworks analyzed here. The prOphetlc
reference to a dfeadful'period of catastrophe foreshadows-~ -

the harsh world of 1914 in whlch mggern technology for the

0

flrst tlme played a major role in the process of destructlon,

&4
e 9

“and ‘in- whlch human ,walues “were totally slpg lanted The

vsyqptoms of these developmentsh partlcularly of the latter,‘

are readily apparent in von Kammacher's ominous deciaratlon,

.vwhlch must remaln} along with works such as: Georg Heym S

| y ‘ ‘
poem Der Krieg (#911), among the most significant.apocalyptic
visions of impending disaster of the times. .
) [ B -
3 ‘ | : o ’ ‘ ; .
Elsewhere, on the other hand; another discussion with

)

TWilhelm-provides von Kammacher with the opportunity to suggest

A
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an alternative to the contemporary social conditions. Des-

. . n j ) a
pite entitling himself an ideological bankrupt, he also

appears to cherish an incomprehensible desire to restore
F 78 : ' '

the world to harmoﬂy. . The nearest he comes to explaining

) L : .

"how this purpose would be achieved, s in the form of a

thought expressed to his colleague not long gfter he has"
N O} ' : »

boarded ship. As with the criticism of machine-age labour, |

3

von Kammacher's commenté are prompted by a concrete example
;6f suffering;%in this case of an unmarried pregnpant girl who,
in order to escape social degradation, has jbined the ship‘
in order to have her‘chiid.79 The‘question of women's rights,
which von Kgmmacher:now/gakes up, sheds light on the vague

remarks of Schimmelpfennig in Vor Sonnenaufgang, contains

goncepts which are much more extemé than the ideas of Frisch-

"wachs in Der Rosendoktor, and enbodies the germ of a social

'theory with possible eugenic implications. For von Kammacher
stfictly conventional viewslohWWOmenFs equality do nbt con-

sider the real issue at stake:

' Den lebendigen Keimpunkt jeder Reform
des Frauenrechts,..muss das Mutter-
bewusstsein bilden. ‘Die Zelle des ,
zukOnftigen Zellenstaats, der einen .
geslinderen sozialen Kdrper darstellen
wird, ist das Weib mit utterbewusstsein.

Die grossen‘Reformatorinhen der Frauen-

welt sind nicht diejenigeh, deren Absicht:
es ist, es ‘den Mannern in jeder Beziehung
gleichzutun, sondern jene, die sich R
bewusst werden, dass jedArJfﬁhch der

v grosste Mann, durch einy eib geboren

' ist...Das Naturrecht des Weibes ist
das Recht auf das Kind...Man, hat die
Geburt eines Kindes, sofern sie nicht
durch einen Mann sanktioniert ist,
unter den Schwefelregen allgemejner



und offentllcher Verachtung gestellt...
Bildet | jeine Liga der Mitter, wurde ich

. den Frauen raten,..und jedes Mitglied
bekenne sich, ohne auf Sanktion des .
Mannes, das heisst auf die Ehe, Rlick-
‘'sicht zu nehmen, . .durch lgbendlge
Kinder, zur Mutterschaft.

s+  Von Kammacher not only here attacks the emancipation

movement for not fully con51der1ng the plight of the un-
marrled mother, he also ralls against the callous and 1ncon-‘
lstent nature of a soc1ety which dlrects its enmlty at
'1nnocent and sufferlng quarters. Yet although in urglng ol
women to break the fetters of conventlonal morallty by
"bearing chlldreg“regardless of social restrlctlons, von

Kammacher is by no means advocating the concept of unres+-
o

tricted and'lrrespon51ble,sexual relationships, his inter-
pretation of the question ofrwomen's emancipation;as the
unhindered right to motherhoOd is problematic and difficult

to defend.’ Not only do the needs of a child born out of

]
IS

such a 51tuatlon remaln ultlmately unconsidered, but it is

”

also open to questlon whether such "emanc1pated" women could'
really contrlbute to a sounder organlzatlon of society, as
von Kammacher claims. Furthermore, the\characterlstlcally

"eugenlc 1nference of a motherhood’ ensulng solely from a

-

healthy and happy womanhood may be potentlally dangerous,

for it would be. dlrectly exposed to any current ldeologlcal
81. . .
trend. In Vor‘Sonnenaufgang‘the apparently 51m11ar views
. ‘ ,

of, Schlmmelpfennlg had remalned strlklngly velled- in Atiantis‘

such 1deas only seem to be able to command attention because
82
‘of von Kammacher's Stlll considerable medlcal reputation.



liberated maternal instinct is merely the\airing of an

; . ' 67

Thus while~sﬁch theories may in part reflect contemporary
pOpular inteilectual topics, they remain both fututiétig
and utoplan, and are not convincing as practlcable soc1al
programmes. Von Kammacher admits himself that he has
therlted'an instinct for ideal rather than practical act—
ivity,8? and this relnforces the 1mpre5510n that while his
critioism of the woman guestion is serioﬁsly meant,‘his
suggestion of a future healthy social order fqunded upon a

3

opiniqn, the practicability and implementation of which have

been'given but per functory consideration.

The'appraisal of ern society in the first section

" of Atlantis is subsequegtly characterized by a predominant

mistrust,and’scepticism. Technical progress, while going
far to aid man in the conquest of his environment, also
creates urgent new problems which lead him into critical

situations, ano in the second part of the novel the function

of the physician in stressing thisvfact is éupplementea by

5

the circumstances in which the Roland founders upon the high

seas. Although the ship; which for von Kammacher had epit-

omlzed all that was good in the technologlcal age, is con-

stantly - able to w1thstand the very worst seas that Nature

may pit against it, it is sw1ftly wrecked after striking

’ . ¢ ’ . v ’ ’
against a‘drifting derelict vessel, another product of man's
sc1ent1f1c 1ngenu1ty. The warning given here, that the ggf

apparent trlumph of man's technologlcal SklllS over the

forces of Nature could lronlcally,become the agent of his
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own nemesis, is plain.
In the final section of Atlantis von Kammacher, having

been reside frﬁg ‘tHe sea, along with a few others,ﬁby the

frelghter Hamb' ’ is reunited with his former friends now

w)’ llVlngAln the Unlted States. Among these is the physician

Peter Schmldt who malntalns a medical practlce among the
poor 1mm1grant workers of the Connectlcut township of- Merlden,
occasionally accepting a meagre’ fee, but, true to his bellefs,
more often than not wa1v1ng it for the benefit of hlS 1mpov—
.erished petlents. In spite of the hardshlps he suffers,

which result not only from a-practlce descr;bed as a strange
- o , 84 -
treadmill, set in a world of everlasting suffering and dying,’

but also from the sentiments of his homesick wife, Schmidt

@

is continually-fired by an idealism which lifts him above
the dlfflcultles of hlS environment. The ideals which fort- -
ify hlm are grounded in an unshakeable, but by no means

Tellglous belief in the ultimate triumph Of~900dness:

Es gab. kelnen Menschen, der elnen‘ ne
starkeren Glauben an den Sieg des
5aten in der Welt besass als Peter a
Schmldt, der im Ubrigen jeden
rellglosen Glauben verurteilte. : Exr . e
o gehdrte zu denen, die den Garten o U
Eden verwerfen, den Jenseltlgen
Himmel. fur ein Marchen erklaren,
dagegen fest -dberzeugt sind, dass
die yErde sich zum Paradies, der. - N
Meng 8gur Gotthelt darin entwlckeln §
werde. B

i,

Rejectlng the transcendent bellefs of Chrlstlanlty;

e

Schmidt' ;/sgglal 1deallsm fs\ln essence an . enlgmatlc syn-~y
th

, thesis o; e two most 51gn+f1cant 1nﬁbllectual trends Qf'.w«
‘ ’ t:% . Ty e ‘ AN U - o vﬁ, 7«‘3\145 k-
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the nineteenth century, the so 1 philosophies of Marx

‘and‘Darwin, in which the former is apparently dominated by

the latter:

Im Geiste Peter Schmidts bahnte sich

-eine Art Ausgleich oder Verschmelzung
o dleaer Persdnlichkeiten an. Immerhin
. mar dabei das christlich - marxistische

Prinzip des Schutzes der Schwachen

durch das Naturprinzip des gghutzes

der Starken erset2t worden. ‘

The two principles form the poles of Schmidt's social thought
and confront each other in an apparently contradictory relat-
ionship. While the protection of the weaker is his prime
concern in an active sense, as is shown by his génerosity

and humanitarianism among his impoverished patients, the
protection of the stronger could only be achieved at the
expense of the less fit and suitable. In Schmidt's sub-
sequent assertive declaration td;von‘Kammacher's artist
friends, however, this point remains unconsidered:

Es wird ein Tag kommen, wo die klnstliche
Zuchtwahl unter den Menschen obllgatorlsch
ist...Es wird dann auch mal ein anderer,
noch schéner Tag~heraufkommen, wo, Leute

; wie wir unter den Menschen hochstens wie

etwa heut die afrikanischen Buschmanner
. mitzahlen werden.

PEN

.-

The notion of an eugenically producéd society which, for

' o , 88
Schmidt, represents the ultimate object of medical science,
was a fashionable theme in medical circles of’the late nine-

teéhth'Century.‘xDiepgen describes, for example, how in the

latter years_of the pefiod med%cal‘thqughtbecame'increasingly
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intrigued with biological problems of life such as heredity,
' , ’ 89
environmental impregnation and racial development. In 1883

Sir Francis Galton's Inquiries into Human Faculty was pub-
lished in which the word "eugenic" appeared for the first - ,
time, coined out of interest in another favourite contemp-
orafy theme, the evolution theory. For Galton eugenics
'signified a branch of science which dealt with all thaﬁ_
improved the inborn qualities of a race, and was thus con-
cerned, among'othér thihgs, with retarding the bifthfrafe-

of the ﬁnfit,.and with replacing the procedure of natural
selection by other processes designed t; prevent sufferihg.

. As already indicated, however, the imélications of such a
social philosophy can be alarming, as £the coi‘bpt of é
suéerior,‘éenetically‘pure race may-be‘easily influénced by
vﬁrioﬁs ideoiogical fagtor; sﬁch as }the which were witnessed
in Germany after 1933. ° Even though Schﬁidt most certainly
does not h;Qe any such sinister schemes in mind when assefting
his viewé, there does remain for him, however,.the subseguent
dilemma that in adopting even,modérate eugenist pfihciplés,
"he is forsaking his primary and traditional duty as a phys-
ician éo émploy his écientific knowledge and skills to enable
the weaker to survive. The controversial, sociélly problem- .

atic nature of Schmidt's contention is asknowledged by
. i

Hauptmann, who has the artists burst into laughter4¥‘

R f : .
announcement of the doctor's views, and, significan& Yy, the
o 91
writer does not introduce the topic in any of hig later works.

) :

. G A
It appears too that Peter Schmidt, .While perhaps-a more
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VLiProus character than von Kammaéher, glves voice to his
ldeallstlc thoughts in much the same fashion as the latter,
jasino workable means of accomplishing the proposed objectiyes
is offered -and no mention of ensuing social problems is made.
Accordlngly, nelther physician is convincing as the exponent
of practicable social alternatives“to the technocracy or
poverty which they may’ readlly detect. What they do reflect,
when voicing thelr 1deallst1c thoughts, is thus not a well-

con51dered soc1al phllosophy, but a fusion of some of the

popular topical 1nterests which made the rounds of the con-

temporary medical-and lntellectual circles with which Haupt
" mann was in contact,

N '
The atmosphere of Hauptmann's novel Atlantis is thus

essentlally critical. . Néither the positivistic outlook of
Wilhelm, nor the'socialistic—sc1ent1flc values of Peter
Schmidt, nor, of course, von Kammacher's own vague 1deallsm
fails to disrupt thlS overall 1mpre5510n.?2 In a, purely
medical seﬁse, however, Peter Schmidt is the most positiue
figure.ln the two works of Hauptmann studied in'this chapter.
The‘impouerished societ& his practice serves at Meriden is

yet another example of the harsh and struggle-£filled existence

which Schimmelpfennigrhadcdiagnosed as the unfortunate lot of

man in Vor Sonnenaufgang. Schmidt's exploited patients, like

'the dead stoker of the Roland and the unfortunates@lost in
its sinking, are all the victims of an‘unfeeling technological
civilisation in which human values recede before technical

practicality and capitalistic expediency. In such a world
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‘the active Christian-Marxian function of protecting the

weaker, which Schmidt performs in Meriden, is a difficult

and thankless, but v1tally important duty of the physxc1an.93
The most SLgnlflcant function in the novel 1is fulfllled

however, by its leading flgure,‘von Kammacher. In his ex-

posure of the disdalh of technical ingenuity for lndividual

human values he touches upon a grave intrinsic weakness, and

1ssues a blatant warnlng that civilisation, far from headlng

into an age free of barbarlsm and cruelty as his colleague

ttilhelm had believed, is. impregnated with the seeds of its

- own destructlon and is destined for possible catastrophe.

These apprehensiohs were fully justified barely two.years
after the novel appeared with the outbreak of the First
World War. . |

While it has been seen that Germany's social well-
being was endangered,'as well as, of course, enhanced by
her scientific-technological development, other factors too
contributed to an uhderlying faultiness which was easy to
overlook in the glow of the country s ecohomlc prosperlty.
This latter element was of course obviously reflected by they
immehse industrial capacity, great flnancial capablllty and
vast foreign trade which had been built up, ahd, while this
economlc and commercial power was achieving such spectacular
growth rates, by a colonlal empire which by 1913 covered more
than a mllllon square miles. To back all this up the nation

also possessed the most powerful single army on earth and

was building a naval force rapidly achieving parity with even
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;he huge British fleets.\ Eurther signswqf'prosperity were
the improved appearances of German eities, with wider streets
and avenues, new buildings and shiny electric trams, and, |
with the spread of electrification particularly-after 1895,
many new conveniepces in the German homes suchLes central

) heating, barhrooms and kitchen improvements. The mood of /-
this prosperOUS land is well sdmmed—up by Koppel Pinson, @
whe describes how even on the eve of the First World War .
Germany was regarded by all w1th1n her to have entered "upon
a gloridus stage'of-eeonomic prosperity and comfort".94 The
neglect of Hhman values in Germany's period‘of technical
advadcement has alreedy been reviewed_es an intzinsic social
weakness. To this, more "concrete" reservations concerning
the srructure of the coddtry's wealtby e&onomy ﬁdst nowﬁbe
added. 1In spite*of what was felt in Gegmany immediately
prior.tobthe First World'War,.serioqs social'problems inf‘
volving rhe working clesses exisred‘and'remaihed dlfimately
unresolved. Mention has already been made of the d@sadvaﬁé
tageous working conditions\in the new factories an< workshopz?
In addition to this,'a widespread cause of eomplaint'

- arose from a pay-scale whlch left much to be desired. 1In

1910 over forty per cent of the populatlon, for example,

ﬂ

-

recelved‘less than 900 marks per year’ ‘with an average

working week’ of sixty hours. Moreover, the increase 'in

real wages .between 1890 and 1914 remained~o&ly at'one per

cent per year, whereas in Great Britain, France and the
o - , : ; . 96
United States the' increase amounted to four per cent.
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As the grlevances of the- workers increased, the relatidhs
between the ever—grow1ng polltical party of the lower k&
classes, the Social Democrats, and the Imperial government
worsened, and the emperor hlmself made tactless”and threet—
ening speeches whlch did much to inflame the growing soc1al
tensions which ex1sted beneath the country's outstand;ng

. economic growth.97 A much more'nqtable source of.danger, L
hoWever, that produced international and not merely aomestie>”
repercussions, resulted from Germanfis,far-reaching political
ambitions which, after the dismissal of:Bismarck in March,
1896, became ‘increasingly cheracterized by inept and irres-
tonsible diplomacy and presumptious arrogance. - Although it
appears reasonable that Germany, in‘View of her ascendence

to one of the tep three economic powers in the world, should
only regard the development of a correspendingrpoliticel'
‘status as justified, the~errers committedhin ettempting to
achievevth}s, resulted, ae early as 1907, in her'comnlete -

- isolation among the Great Powers, except for her relatlons
with Austria-Hungary.98 The precarlousness of this 51tuatlon,’
which efter.this»dete‘rapidlyrbecame even more nerilous,
'reﬁained however, obscﬁred by the country's rndustrial and
commerc1al promlnence, and by a belief in the invincibility
of the German army.99 The giow1ng surface of W1lhelm1n1an
prosperlty, while stllluan object of unlversal admiration,.
\could thhs be said to be merely a cover for, on the one

hand, a dangerously deep split between the worklng classes

and the government, and, on the other hand a vulnerable
. . < ’
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situation of political alienation. In 1913, however, the
year %hich marked thelgyentyffifth annlversay of Wilhelm
II's accession ‘as German emperor, the predominant feeling
in Germany was. one of self-satisfaction and optimism, while ~
theuoonsiderable dangers to the country‘s continued well- C

being’rémalned overlooked. .In the final literary work to

" be stydied in this chapter, Josef Ponten's novelle Die’ ’

% throuqhout Eurdge, and contlnued to do so even after his

Bockrelter (1919), a 31m11ar 51tuatlon, together with its

consequences, is reflected in ‘parabolic form.100
Ponten, wgo was ‘born in 1883 in Raeren, a v1llage
situated‘near.theitheﬁ German town of Eupen, spent his
P
earllest years am rustlc surroundlngs before his‘famlly

moved to: thejnearby c1ty of Aachen.; Later, after studying-

V

phlLosophy at Bonn, he réturned to the border city and took

up arch;tecture and the. hlstory of art. He travelled ‘widely

Fa 3

'marrlage to JulLa von Broxch the daughter of a local noble- °

9 PR 4

”man;V Durkng the Flrst wOrld War he served exten51vely in

) v 4
the easternacampalgns, and flnally settled in Munlch in 1920.

Among hxs works, whlch reflect a strong feeling for the common

pe0ple,'sdme of the most notable are Der babylonlsche Turm

(1918), Dle Insel (1918), Die Bockrelter (1919), and Der

Gletscher (1923) He died in Munich in J940.

The source for Ponten s novelle is an obscure work of

‘}the Kohlscheld parson J.J. Mlchels Die Bockreiter von Herz-

ogenrath Valkenburg und Umgebung, whlch in turn was based

upon | ‘“the exploits of an eighteenth century robber band actlve
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" in the area.; The band was. made up of arm ’deserters, local
-workers, farners, town officlalsland even members of ‘the
;ﬁar!stocracy, ahd was led by three brothers, one of whom was

a surgeon. Most of the robbers were eVentually captured and
hanged and by 1776 nothlng more was heard of them or their
‘symbol of the goat. In. Ponten S hands the story undergoes
rsoﬁevchangesL The area in whlch hlS Bockrelter are active
is a‘fabulous land of»rich and/plenty called Ubermass.,
Although wars are belng waged elsewhere, they are practlcally
_unknown 1n this. reglon where doors and farmyards remain un-
locked and unguarded,‘for, with abundant. supplles of all klnds'
'pof‘produce, looting and stealrng is practically non-existent.
%Th§ horses lngthe fieldsgare:fat with grain, cows and goans,
-drag'their feed-swollenistomachs‘across the'meadows,and'
corpulent‘sheep‘thelr‘tails oyeg‘the stubble; Gbernaas thus

<

?appearS'as a region with‘an extemely high'rate of. productivity ;

ﬂ'where 1nf1atlon or economlc depressxon is. xnflnltely dlstant

o Yet the healthy appearance of 1ts luxurlous economy lS

- types of commodltles has” reduced the’ nece551ty for contlnued

<

1llusory,‘for the hlgh rate of pﬁoductlon and pérlod of
economlc growth whlch had been sustalned since the end of
;long forgotten wars, and whlch had ensured a contlnu;ng .
peacevand prosgerlty,‘are infreality falterimg, if notﬁ

‘alreadyfat-a'stage*wheré they have’ceased to exist. Boredom ..

“ [ » LS

and monotony, rather than economlc v1tallty, are the “true
"'characterlstlcitof Ubermaas, for the: overproductlon of all

\

4labour, and has encouraged 1ndolence and 1nact1v1ty

~ o
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Der Bauer kratzt dle Ackerkrume ein
wenig mit dem Pfluge, denn es wdchst ja
alles fast von selbst...Die Maurer stehen
15551g auf dem Gerlste und mauern. wie ,
zum Zeitvertreibe, denn es gibt ja genug . -
:H8user im Lande; und jeder Knecht fast '
bewohnt selne eigene Kammer. Auf den
Landstrassen schleichen die Eier - und
Butterwagen in die Stadt, der Kutscher
schlaft; was kuUmmert es 1hn, ob er vom
Mitbewerber {berholt wird? Er schlift,
das glatte Pferd trabt wié es will,
bleibt stehen und weidet am Strassen-
' graben. Ein Pferd, das den Kutscher
schlafen wusste, drehte um und glng
nach dem Stalle zuruck... 1

lw ‘-. M \ ' ) v . TR %"%m

. ‘?., B .

Escape from such statlc, slothful condltlons;*s 5ﬁﬁi,Q$L

h ﬂs» -

offered by ‘the Bockrelter, an ultra-secret soc1ety, whlch N
X

-unlrke the,roboer band descrlbed by M;chels, lnjectsﬁthe
: ~ : s \ = ,

.elementsvof ﬁumourous adventure and excitement, as well as.
‘

soc1a1 justlce when necessary, into -a materlally rlch but
rsplrltually 1mpoverlshed communlty . Actions of the band
subsequently range frqm playlng practlcal jokes: upon the

clergy to tﬁe dec151on to submerge a local nobleman lnathe

waters ofvhls oﬁh moat gg a lesson to trea&*hls workers 133
‘a’ more decent manner. The geader is the reSpected phy51c1an,
Klrchhoff, who exerc15es a flrm control over hls fellow
members. Desplte thlS, however, the splrlt_of adventure

which he has lnstllled 1nto the communlty develops rapldly
»

-
1nto an unchecked chaos as- the'llghthearted pranks and ?:

BN
~

ertaklngs of the Bockrelter glve way

.

soclally correctlve

P

tally 1rrespon51ble acts which result in

s v

to mallcldhs and\

‘_ViolenCe'and dea I//\Qi.though the band is consequently Jeoh
: n '.ét:’

‘dlssolved the un eashed malevolénce lntenSLfles untll all

3 *
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v

‘vestlge of social order dlsaopears, and UObermaas becomes

a theatre of ctlon for numerous marauding groups of plun-
derers, a situation whlch is only corrected by a harsh
period of enforced martlal law. Many of the robbers are
cd@&ht and executed, among them members of the orlg;nal
‘Bockrelter,llncludlng Klrchhoff himself who lS arrested and
meets his deatnkupon +the scaffold Hls end is summed up

' knowxngly by the v1llage pr1est~ "Fahrla551g lSt er gewese102

Er hat nlcht dle Bosheit der Menschen in’ Rechnung gesetzt.,

Although initially Die BockrELter, w1th 1ts imaginary

land of 1dleness and luxury, its mlschlevous characters and

@ .

its bizarre,pranks, seems to be more of a llghthearted falry— f’
. ]

tale than an attempt at. serious llterature, the fabulous

'cockaigne and the chaos ‘which later destroys 1t become hlghly

significant themes when the work is viewed as a- parabollc

A
account of European, in partlcular German, dffairs preced&ng
and durlng the Flrst World War. A parabollc element is in .

fag§§already ev1dent in the name glven to the fool' s;paradlse,A
. § . ) s
Ubermaas / Which could have geographlcal 51gn1f1cance derlved f.//

from the river whlch flows near the area, but whlch is mdch ,’

gmore strlklng in’ 1ts semantlc 1nterpretatlon,_1nvv1ew f the .
N 1

fantéStlc descrlp ns of the amounts of foodstuffs, as well
)03
as of the reglon 's hlgh wastage rate descrlbed in the work :
w /

| garabollc srgnlflcance is also present 1n the. words of,one of

the prlests of Ubermaasy who at one stage in the actlon descrlbes
?

how once theilsfaelltes, not content w1th the paradlsalc

land of mllk and honﬁy w1th whfbh they had béen blé%sed,
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‘became ungrateful and presumptuous and therepj 1ncurred the
wrath of t@e Lord o Moreover, Ponten's own remark that
the novelle was wrltten before the collapse in 1918, Seems
to lndlcate Qat a clear parallel with contemporary hlStO]?
»1cal events is 1ntended 102 £n a parabolic sense the pre-
?sdmptuous 1d1eness, the foollsh indifference, the spiritual;
deprav1ty and the resulting unleashed emotion which Qlé
ﬂBookreiter‘depicts can be said to match the rash arrogance
and ineptitude in the conduct of Gerﬁany's international
~‘relatlons,‘as well as 1nternal affalrs, the overpowerlng

materlallsm of German 11ﬁe,,as revealed by soc1al comment—

ators such as. Samuel Saenger and Walther Rathenau in tHe1r<
\

exposesvof the hollowﬂc_ \uences ofawllhelmlnlan prosper—(

ienzy oé the First World War,' to
. o o 106
the origins of,which _m of the above contrlbuted

to the general assessment of Fried—
rich r, the novelle reflects the eruption ' elxes (A

&

damonlschen Weltgefﬁhls, das zd% AbentFuerllchen, NlhlllSt—
ischen strebt und lns Traglsche mundet," a descrlptlon
Whlch could well be - applled ‘to the war. 1tself 107 The
exc1tement generated by the act1v1t1es of the Bockrelter,

thevensulnq 7haos, and the final ruin of the land, all‘have

their historical counterparts in the exuberant)‘ adVenturous

enthu51asm whlch accompanled the outbreak of the: confllct
the perlod of senseless destructlon whlch followed lt, and
for Germgfzﬁ ‘the flnalwhumlllatlng deféat and harsh perlod
hof aftermagé.loax\ln both . cases=an outstandlng economy whlch
. , I . , ‘

Y P : i T, . "
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generates vast material wealth is Jeopardlzed and eventually

h, .

confronted by future decline -and total collapse, and just as
Germany's overall p051t10n in 1914 was a lot more precarious

than the vast majorlty of her people realized, so too is the

predicament of Ubermaas‘at the outset deceptively secure, a

condition which appears to concern no’Qne except the moée
perceptive, yet still ultimately limited physician Kirchhoff,
Kirchhoff, who is both a zealous physician, and a °

.warm philanthropist, is fully cognizant of the true situation
of ﬁbermaas. B The ridiculous sham th‘l[labOur has become,

and tne ‘dullness and slugglsh normallty of everyday life in

.u"

[
the, Jvlous, yet stagnatlng land, are well" reflected in his
o
complaints- "Wle ungeé%lglg macht der Glelchtakt des Lebeﬁ@
¥
... Wie hungert man nach ddmhAussergewohnllchen ..Es lSt lang-

welllg bel uns...Es geschleht nlchts. ' E£ "geht nlchts vor

Y 140 '
sich. Man erbricht sxch vor Langewefée. e Uberﬁ@as, as
»f@-y"

. - Y
' the~doctor well knows, is in a dangerousvstate of sitkness

4‘due both to an ‘economy whlch overproduces every klnd o*f

materlal commodlty, and to an unfortunate splrltual deprav1ty
L1111
-among the 1nhab1tants. In such anaenv1ronment of boredom

and monotony the seemlngly’lnane deeds of hlS Bockreiter
prov1de emotional relief through the exc1tement and danger
C
which accompany them. The prankish, as well as_soc1ally
correctivetundertakin of the band are thus a form‘of
tnerapy against the stagnant disease afflicting'the regiony -
-and because of this the same type of- strlngent regulatlon
’applles to them, as wnﬁld be valid for. strlcﬁ}y/mEHicalg N

. L
qperatlons, W1th-K1rchhoff;‘as leader,-posse551ng absolute
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authority. Stealing; as purely-malicioué and felonious o
. ' _ ‘ S i o

act, is not tolerated by him, certain acts of excessive

’fatuity are severely sensured and the membership_of the

112 - |

danger of 1051ng dlsc1p11ne and authorlty..‘ Under such

organlzatlon 1%‘str1ctly llmlted in order to reduce” the

control all‘appears to remgln.generally‘well, Boredom and

stagnation are kept at ba&; and ever§?ne may benefit'

accordingly. Die Bockrelter, however, llke thewhis

- period it appears to reflect, is a thoroug

and although Kirc@hoff in his reoognition’

idity'of ﬁbéﬁpaas #s more ppactical and apa

the monk Thomas, he is ulf
[ - “4

Vditlons‘whioh'oppose himlh@{ 1; gatal bllndne§s to the

. ﬂent of the emotional power he bestlrs in h.i.s‘ utilization
| of the elements of danger and'excitement results in the un-
leashing of destructive forces whlch.gliage the land rIn
Hsplte of the strlngent dlSClpllne wh1%E Klrchhoff 1mposes

upon hls followers, a nun and a peasant glrl dle as ‘a. result

,of dlsgraceful and highly frlvolous actlons, and a thlrd

3

llfenhg c@a%ged when savage, v1olence prevalls durlng an -
attempt, led by the doctor hlmself to lnstlll a sense of |
h:mility Lpto an arrogant farmer.lléf;The latent deter}
loration which had bee%ﬁhoyeringloéer the land,-and whlch

9‘ \p

kirchhoff,hgd aigays SenSed -now prooeeds at a rap{d ratel'
until the afore ntloned perlod of martial law brlngs an
/ a. P

end to both this and the Bockrelter themselves.
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Whereas in the thrée previous works discussed here
the phy51c1an is employed via direct and 1nd1rect means ln
an lncrea51ngly urgent manner, as a warning voice agalnst

A

the supra-techlcalxsatlon and ensuing splrltual decllne in

‘man's ex1stence, in Die Bockrelter the danger ‘of social

dlSlntegratlon is so lmmlnent that the 1n1t1al functlon of

‘the medlcal man is no longer to '::rewarn, but to undertake

active measures to forestall the lmpending disaster. The

symptoms of decay in the earller works, which are manifested_

/”above all in the lack of human values anq\aplrltual quallty,

‘now develop into a hlghly éritical social smtuatlon for

fury
-«

~Wh1ch desperate correctlve procedures’ aré?hecessary Because

Y
.of thlS Kirchhoff is a much more. soc1ally actlve figure than

his: predecessors, but, ultlmately unabie to control the
- ~dangers 1nherent- lMlS‘ intentions, h,e can only suc-:% ‘to

the lrraﬁﬁonallty he had sought to contain. His tragic

'S

fallure to stem the v1olence that he always ant1c1pated may
well be sald to 1nd1cate the futile and lmpotent p051tlon

of the'ratlonal individual pltted agalnst such destructwye'

v
hlstorlcal forces as those Wthh broke over Europe in 1914,

115
Although his mlstake, succ1nctly summarlsed by the priest,

casts h1m somewhat in the role of the cla531cal traglc hero,

Kirchhoff is 1n fact already doomed by the sheer welght of
L3S

5

'the forces‘he attempts;to divert. 1In his ineffectiveness
in combatting the danders to which his world is exposed,'a"
“* hatsH indictment of early twentieth century society may be

N

seen.

Xy
'

-
‘e
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Apart from instances of specific social criticisms,“
the overall slgnlflcance of the functlon of the physician
in this first chapter lies in revealing, and tnuone 1nstance
ﬁ-unsuccessfully res15t1ng, the negatlve consequénées of the
materialism and technocracy of the sc1ent1f1c age.‘ In all
the works: discussed the fundaﬁental basls of-goclal danger
is seen’:to be the lack of “human values and splrltual eSSence
fln a world&fllnded by 1ts own materlal successes, a- theme‘
whlehgfro;?the early cautlons of Frlschwachs in Der Rosen—

do&tor, is lntenslfled in the stark reallsm of Schlmmel-v

Sy B

'pfennlg in Vor Sonnenaufgang and the omlnousdhlnt of von

Kammacher of future total collagﬁe in Atlantls, and whlch

I

is then fully realised. in the barbarlty of Die Bockrelter

whlch Klrchhoff lS powerless to contain.* In his role - -

-

throughout these works of exposer and/or combatant of.
socially destructlve-factors,-the physician appearslas a -
sober, sceptlcal flgure "who in all instances serves, or has
'served, at a very basic ‘'level in socrety among the poor and

~

comﬁbn people when the opportunlty of a more attractive
— 116
pOSltlon was perhaps avallable. Because of thlS he is

in constant close contact with the essential problems of
man's ex1stence and may. thereby galn the superlor insight
1nto soc1al affalrs, whlch in thls flrst chapter has been
a trademark of hls,functlon, ,In~two notable instances,
.however, the finite nature of even this endowment'is strik—’V

&
.1ngly obv1ous, as the physician commltsydlsastrous Judge—

] -

' ment errors whlch‘contrlbute to tragedy and vlolence.' Yet
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the sad plight of the scientific humanitarian in this predic-
ament where he fails totally to appreciate the‘shortqomings

of his own actions is much more a reflection of the inexor-

able nature of the negative historical forces which penet-
' . ‘ ‘ . ‘ 117
rate or confront him, than a criticism of his own figure.
: y ' A
The real ove:a%l'signifiqance of the physician in this first

‘1des in revéaling, in one way or andther, the

q

chapter thu
less glamorousv iess lmpressxye\.and totally negative aspectaﬁ

of a materxa}1§%i@#technlcal age.l In the second section of

‘3!;".‘

hwuffhls‘study thls trend Wlll be seen to contlnue 1n the deplc-
tidén of the c@& §1c conditions which characterlzed the
xlmmedlate posdtdér period.. ’In thg‘reflectlon of the social
egentﬁ whicthoilowed this, however, the physician also

‘emerges, as ,an important positive force in the reconstruction

of a shattered world.

2
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CHAPTER II
) |
WEAKNESS AND RECONSTRUCTION: THE PHYSICIAN'S ROLE IN
GERMAN LITBRATURE TREATING ASPECTS OF ‘THE COLLAPSE OF

Q’ » 1918 AND ITS AFTERMATH

The close of the First World. War heralded a drastic
. . . ‘ . :
trans formation in the political structure of Europe. Four:
great empires: the Hohenzollern, the Hapsburg,fthe.Romanov

and the Ottoman, which in 1914 had extended from the eastern

border of France to the Pacific Ocean and the Mediterranean

 sea, disappeared into ob®ivion after, and in one instance

during, the course‘of the hostilities. Germany and what was
left of a truncated Austria,‘which before the conflict had
been very much an efflcient and highly productive industrial

machlne and a glltterlng, though internally.weak agngmér?

atlon of natlonalltles, were reduced to v1rtually bankrupt

. and, partlcularly in the case of Germany, deeply divided

and. revolutlonary troubled states forced to acknowledge the
payment of devastating reparatlon sums and massive losses of
terxritory. For Germany the First wOrld War, unlike the
Franco-Prussuan conflict af 1870 whlch had marked a dec151ve
stage in the country's emergence as: a great power, thus 51g-
nlfled the collapse of hitherto upheld systems and values.
Whereas the v1ctory of 1871 had drivern dermans 1nto each
other's arms in 'a wave of natlonal unity, the defeat of 1918

wasrfollowed by a tremendous surge of dissolution across the

f—~-McQQ£E_X~§2F Only in a polltlcal, but also in-a social and a

e [

85
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: .
moral sense. The Optlmlstlc hopes for future civilizatiom

which had been nurtured by the scientific’ age of the late
nineteenth century now lay in ruins, and it was clear, as
has' already been indicated in the previous literary works
discussed nere, that scientific-technOIOgical achievement
did not necessarily represent the immediate key to the
solution of man's problems, as originally anticipated, but
nad in fact been instrumental in facilitating a greatly

1ncreased%death toll in a %9nfllct which encompassed con-

tinents and 1nvolved the partlerpatlon of ,all major world

poWers.V

In Germany the dismantling of the Hohenz n
monarchy aYter 1918 wass accompanied and followe' vo-
lutionary chaos.l' From.three maln ce&%res, Kiel, where the

sailors murinied against their officers, Munloh and Berlin,...
a spark of rebellion spread throughout the country, and in
each major city a Council of Soldiers and Workers was set up
to replace the nrev1ous authorlty.» Rather than a planned
revolt with deflnlte political objectives , these uprlslngs
were ,in the maln merely the actlons of an embittered, des-
paring and war-weary populatlon desirous of peace and a
return to normality. _In Bavaria, however, the defeat of~the
Austrians on th: Italian:front had created Widespread’and
-well- founded fears of direct eneny 1nvasxon., It alsobintén—;
sified the separatlst feeilngs whlch many people fostered
there, and wnlch were especially popular among the farmers

and peasants who had suffered greatly from the harsh economic

3 N

By
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strlctlons 1mposed upon them by the lmperlal Government,
Accordlngly, on November 8th, 1918, a Bavarlan Democratlc
Republic was proclaimed headed by the Independent Soc1allst
leader Kurt Eisner. In Berlln revolutionary preparatlons

had been made by the Independent Soc1alLSts, which after the '
¥ !

news of Eisner's coup, as well as theé arrest of certaln rad-
lcal wrlters, were qulckly accelerated Workersjwere ‘called

-upon to leave the factorles and. march upon the government. y

buildings, and Llebknecht, the Sparta01st leader proclalmed

a socialist republlc from the balcony of the Imperlal palace;‘ '
Oon the same day, November 9th, the 1mpend1ng abdlcatlon of #>
the emperor was announced and the. Socxal Democrat, Ebert, !
became the new polltlcal leader of Germany ‘Well aware ofu |
the power of the Independent Soc1allsts, this future’ flrst \
president of the Welmar Republlc proposed that a rullng 3;- \
coun01l of &ix commlssars be formed Wlth them, whlle Lleb— 7‘ '

knecht, whose communlst ldeas were too ex&ene for %Eert, was

. .

eXCluded. The' unrest in Berlln yas subsequently dlSSlpated

with relatlvely llttle v101ence and on Novembei llth the.’

armlstlce ﬁas 51gned by the new German authorltles to bring R
an end to the First Wworld War. TWO weehs later the revolut-

lonary counc1l set up by Ebert m%t w1th the new governments|r

w

of the various German states and a proclamatlon was issued

b

w5
sy

in favour of the electlon of a national assembly, Wthh at'”fggﬁp

the December 19th Congress of - Wo)kers' and Soldlers"Counc1lS‘ﬁ g

was set for January l9th 1919. A dlf ult perlod was to

ensue, however, due to . the w1thdrawal of the Independent

L . :
i y ’ - o . .
. L

!



..
' .

Socialists from the ruling_council and from allﬂstate‘
.goyernments except Bavaria, but more notably, due to the’:
founding of the Gerﬁan{CommunistvParty on. December 30th,
and the pollc1es it was to undertake. \

Early in January armed Communists occupled ;mportant

buildings in Berlin while the government troogs ‘remained in

their barracks. ¢Eventually a military "exper't,Gustjy—EoiEey
was appoimted to quell the insurgents, a feat which'after
bitter fighting was achieved by banuary 13th by Noske's

deoloyment of the Freikorps, a force original@y formed’from

G

the former. 1mperlal troops as a defence agalnst POllSh har—
o~ [

. assment in the East. Severe punlshment was meted: out to the
Communist revolutionaries, and their leaders‘Llebknecht and
the Pol&sh Jewess Rosa Luxemburg were arrested and murdered

»

. When the new Natlonal Assembly flnally convened on February A

o

6th the cdmmunlsts re—lnltlated their dlsruptlve actlon by
’;organ121ng a wxdesg;ead serles of strikes which eventually

threw Berlln 1nt0va chaos of anarchy and street battles.,'A

o

severe period of martial law 'was enforCed by Noske and his
Frelkorps that was not llfted until March 17th, by which -

tlme well over ‘a thousand people had lost thelr llves in

the bltter flghtlng. In Bavarla too, Communist lnsurrectlon

J,QES‘FQ"VlOLGHCG and kllllnq“ gbehiln March 1919 Hungary o

"),," {
pecame a Coxmunlst republlc under Bela Kun, it seemed as if

;Austrla would\follow this lead . A consequence of this was

|5 .
W the settlng—up of a Communlst government in Munlch oﬁ'Aprll

o
7th whlch however, was soon to be crushed by the Frelkorps

F34
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489,
. ‘ ) “’i’, ot
and other troop's which stormed and'ﬁ;ptured the cxty in

»

early May. The, brutallny of this fighting was appalling,‘_

and when 1t was qver, a parllamentary government was formed

.h..

in Whlch rlght-w1ng natlonallst sentiments were strong, a

" breeding. ground which Wwas to produce the early beginnlngs :

fof National Sociallsm that among other thrngs,,would become

<
I

the Wlear Republlc s sworn enemy.v" a

! 4

The turbulence in which the new Germany came -into’

belng was contlnued in the v101ence and unrest whlch affllcted

’

the country throughout 1ts early perlod of exlstence. A

broad reallzatlon,that the revo;utlon had.not brought the
: wdrking ciasses much in'the way of politic%l benefit,_more

‘o o

~

serlous threats such as the Kapp Putsch armed Communlst
) lnsurrectlons ln the Ruhr, Saxony and Thuringla and therr
brutal suppressxon by ‘the Frelkorps, the murders of prdminenb,. ‘

polltlcal flgures such as Brzberger and Rathenau, theiﬂltle;

Putsch and the problem of Rhenlsh sece551on, as well

economlc woes caused by staggerlng war-debts and a dvvastatlnﬂ

,/,

¥

rate of 1nflat10n, all left the new state in-a dan rously I

precarlous posetlon and underlined the lack of ¢ nslstent

5001al order 1n the aftermath of the war. ~What ould also

be regarded as -a negatlve deve10pment‘1n the pg/t—war years /
}

L was the gen@;al 1oosen1ng of ethlcal and moral standars due.

1n pa%t to the breakdown of,the milltary style)of dlsc1q11ne

1

-

whlch pervadéd German soc1al llﬁe prior tG 1914 In thls,Q <
& :
respect the brutallzatlon of pOlltlcal llfe descrlbed above

!

"ln a country renowned for ltS reglmentatlon,and ordgf was

s . - H : i
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- suppbemented in the Twenkles'by a marked lncrease in honp— :

-

'-'sexuallty, nudlsm, erot1c15m, alcohollsm, gambllng and other ‘
' sqclally 1ess respectable act1v1t1es.” In addltlon to thls-j‘

4',there ar&ge in w1de c1rcles the feeling that materlallsm and’
the technlcallsatlon of ex1stence ;h;ch,ias~has been seen, |
were cr1t1c1zed\before the war, had resulted more - completely
“thap prevxou;ly 1n the splrltual gesolatlon of man's soc1al

J

ot

”env1ronment ' Thls orlentatlon, ‘which, accordlng to Plnson,

"became even more acc;ntuated and exaggerated by the effects
¢ ,

of defeat 1nflatlon and psychologlcal ten510n, : 1s clear,

for eXample, 1n descrlptlons given by<wr1ters such as Hugo‘

von Hofmannsthal and’Hans Carossa, whose' works w1ll form o

\an essentlal part of thls chapter,'ln whlch the post-war

Aworld 1s portrayed ‘as belng unprecedentedly dlssolute and . -

‘4 = L .
‘5p1r1tually shaken.: o : N
. ¢ b d ‘ : .
A llterary reflectlon of the pOlltlcal economic and

soc1al troubles whlch beset Germany and Austrla before the

~— PN

end of, and in the years follow1ng the Flrst World War lsf

provxded in Hofmannsthal 's twb versions of the tragedy Der ",
‘ S . . : .
Turm (1924 27).. " The plays were the result of the writer's . .
eprotracted concern w1th materlal orlglnally derlved and

+

subsequently conSLderably altered from a readlng of Calder—

on' sﬁLa vida es sueno in 1902 The flrst ver51on-of the

v

‘tragedy was not, however, completed untll October, 1924,

w1th the’ flnal form appearlng three years later, but the
1nterven1ng war—years had pushed the 1ssues ralsed in the

play into p051tions of concrete relevance, as Hofmannsthal.
: A 6 -
himself was to write in June 1918 to Hermann Bahr. - Although

b4
°
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~Der“Tﬁrm, parﬁiCukarIy thrOugh its style of'language; can

~ nal dlsorder an

ta

be-sald to create an atmosphere remlnlscent of the perlod

T

A
of the Thlrty Years'awar, the testlmony of Hofmannsthal'

L)
closest frlend C J. Burkhardt, reveals the pqet s pre—
e ‘ N
occupatlon durlng the war years w1th hlstorlcal asPects of
N < \ -

) the German-Rustrlan cultural tradltlon, and mentlons that

A

f durlng the early post-war perlod certaln hlstorlcal forces 5

s

appeared to Hofmannsthal\to have become prOJected lnto
8
aétual contehporary reallty.‘\ The plot and characters of

Der Turm- may thus be sald to achleve;modern hzstorlcal pers-'

pectlve 1n splte of the play s apparent seventeenth century
Quallty. ' o S T

L3
.

: At the ouiset of the drama a morlbund Polish monarchy,

e

/

vrlddled w1th 1nflat10n, lncessant border confllcts and 1nter—

VLOlence, 1s confronted by upsurglng materldlm
\' .

'alistic totall arlan and nlhlllstlc ﬁorces. “pasilius, ar—1‘~

absolute ruler

the prOper concerns of a. monarch 1s unable to- dlscern.the

-, n>
an, g dz o - -

true reasons for the chaos w;thln hlsqrealm, and» seeklng

. \

advice and justlflcatlon for hlS actlons, he is . lnstead

t

\lnformed as .to- what these are by his- former court adv1sorh

\ LA

4,“,

(the‘Grossalmosenler._ The 1mmed1ate cause of the klngdom s

,\~ . .‘",."‘

fwoes 1s the hopeléss and 1ll~con51dered frontler war waged

‘vadﬁty and selT—lnterest L Ba51llus, bllnd to thls,,lnterff

A

by the klng,_which is merely a p?y51cal exten51on of his : S

At

v “ v

‘. prets hls mlsfortune as the unfoldlng of a prophecy,

L

~‘acc0fd1ng to whlch hlS own son would brlng him grave mis- . '

» R : . )
A U R e
T, ) T . A S ' .
. i . : - -
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“ “ lo . . . . &, ‘# 4
fortuné;‘ For thlS reason the former,.Prlnce Slglsmund,/\ ‘
~ I8 f N

is kept 1mprlsoned 1n a dlstant tower, but is released rn‘*-_,/
il o -

an attempt to annyl the apparent spell cast over the klng— ‘;;”

" dom. Whlle Ba5111us may be said. to represent absolutlst,“
. 3 s "'
‘unscrupulous moral corruptlon, Slglsmund 1ncorporates a - ‘

L}

.

nobility of spirit whlch casts hlm as a future redeemerlof

y “-

the soc1al lnjustlces of hls father s reign. Hls&ﬁe51gn

© & 3

for a better world 1s based upon the pr1nc1ples of self—' "

a®

“sacrifice and mutual help, and, bearing within him the @'j v

-seeds of rehovatlon, not materlal posse551on, he w1shes to R
sweep away ‘the depravxty of the present and replace 1t w1th |
a socrety bullt upon love, tolerance and respect. These .
.rlntentlons are thwarted, however, with the emergence, part- B dﬂ
. Rt -
,icularly in the sec?nd ver51on of the play, of the material- .
1st usurper OllVlen He, a former corporal in the serv;ce ; L
1of BaSllluS, has taken advahtage of an lntrlgue with dullan,; |
fa-vassal of the klng and Slglsmund's gaoler,‘to establish
" at the end of the’ drama his own. undlsputed, tyrannical rule.‘
»Jullan, who had hopedzto become the source of real polltlcal
‘~pcwer w1th Slglsmund in the role of puppet r%ler, is thus
outw1t€éd\by\the ‘harsh materlallst who, ln order to secure
his position beyond all doubt, has Sigismund- murdered in the
’c1051ng stages of the actlon.
Amidst thlS plot of corruptlon; intrigue, usurpatiOn;“
and mdrder the lmportant flgure of the phy51c1an functlons

Y pesi A,
in a'p051t1ve sense. Besxdes §1glsmund he is e ‘most,

humane character in the play and first appears midway through

N



' acharacter, and seems to sense a messranlc and representatlve

vv.'

its openlng scene when called upon to examine the as yet

-

Stlll 1mprlsoned prince.y In hls tre&tment of Srﬁismund | ¥

-hls manner lS fxrm yet sympathetlc, and" the latte}, lns—f

_:vtanctlvely sensing the warmth and goodness whlch radlates -
‘from hlm, submlts trustlnglx tQ'hls ana1y515.f To\the o :. g“f
1 th$101an Slglsmund lmmedrately sxgnlfles somethldg far

- more than a regular medlcal patlent, for He is at’ once

’gaware of the prlsoner s great splrltual depth and exalted
Tres

.;}quallty in hrm, as his follow1ng reproaghful words 1nd1cate'
v""Ich habe nur e1nerle1 Rede- *hler 1st das héchste Geblut in
, der erbarmllchsten Ernledrlgung gehalten...Wo dle ganze Welt
f,auf 1hm llegt.ﬂ Es 1st alles zusammenh&ngend...Der ungeheure
FreVel ;st an der ganzen Menschhelt begangen worden...Hler .

lSt Adam, des obersten Konlgs erstgeborener Sohn,‘gescpan—
Co 12 o
det.‘.*uf"he ldentlflcatlon of Slglsmund's ordeal w1th the

t

]sufferlng of manklnd in general adds poignancy to the phys-

ey

1c1an 's. §ubsequent warnlng to the governor of the towerJ

tv

'Jullan, that the latter s strength w111 not be suff1c1ent R ‘b
”to bear the welght of the responslblllty entrusted to hlm, “/W

and that an: ordeal of fire and steel w1ll be the consequence
T 13 *
of(tg:\gxlnce S degradatlon. - 'Such apocalyptlc forecasts

~ should not be regarded as unfounded or fanc1ful outbursts,:

for the physidian is a progressive, neputable flgure who
[} - N
rejectsjobsolete medlcal ‘theories, but who at the same time
: 14 ' ’
1s qulte_aware,of h15~own,11m1tatlons. ‘ Mareover, he 1s

also cognizant, like the Grossalmosenier, Olivier and a
N - ) o S
/
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sectlon of therkﬁggdom dﬁdew1sh populatlon lncludlng the
hbaptlzed Jew Slmon, of*the extent of the danger threatenlng/

.Ba3111us domaln, for whlch the klng, as. mentloned above,
. 15.
- is ultlmately but - ugwlttlngly respon51ble..- Whlle the

_'threat of soc1al dlShntegratlon may appear remote to the

thSlC}an when the world is v1ewed from a narrow 901nt of

%

‘observatlon, dlsaster lS nonetheless lmmlnent and onlyhkept
at bay by a thln d1v1d1ng barrler. The docto: s words in

'whlch this thought is eﬁgnessed develop 1nto a 51nlster ’
L
reallty at the close of the second version of the tragedy-

o ¥ }') o ‘
- " pie" ganze Welt ist’ gerade genug, unser
i o ) Gemiit a zufﬂllen, wenn wrr sie aus . o -
. - 51cheregsh§;s durchs klelne Guckfenster .
. ansehen! gehe, wenn dle Scheldewand

. zusammenf&llt'l . s

€ .

Iin Slglsmund however, the physxc1an detects the p0551b111ty
‘"of soc1al salvatlon. For hlm the prlnoe is a destrned ruler.

“who after a“ ?erlod of destructlon and renovatlon, will emerge'
as the "leader of a better»wo;ld- "Und wenn selne Stunde -

) . hS

kommt, wird er: hervorgehen und unser Herr seln...Gewaltlg f.°’

- é)
iJ.st dle Zelt, dle s1ch erneuern w1ll durch elnen Auserwahlten.

Y
LY r" N

Ketten w1rd 51e brechen w1e Stroh Turme wegblasen w1e Staub.,
\.

. Thus far the function of the phy51c1an in the drama 1s

VU

that of an astute observer. His perceptlve and liglcally ‘
”ordered mlnd enables hlm to gauge *and measure the surroundlng
soc1al act1v1ty with great accuracy, and his dlscernlng eye

- may alone reCOgnlze the deep splrltual quallty necessary to

‘the individual he thinks will rule in the future, - Unllke.

Jgf'i  {£,



BN ‘\' . e, " . o ] - - L ,“‘ .
E B ‘ , ' B . ) _."

X . PR S e

other sh wd evaluators Jof the klngdom s predicament, such

“r. ».. v

. as- Slmon or’011v1er*‘who are Well aware .of the disastrous

“.> o s [P
e o i

materlal consequences of Baslllus',polloles, he sees, how-\

e ¢ ; -

[

ever, beyond the polltlcal and economxc breakdowns td a j-‘f R :1 f-
‘ ; b

'
v

» much deeper affllctlon, f which the former are hn:the ex-ft*

Y

~.ternal manlfestatlons. The essent;al reaﬂbn for the chaos

I3 ; ) o V~ IR S y _
andﬂdlscord in the collapSLng Polrsh monarchy lles in the L e

“
B i

prolematlc relatlonsh;p of splrlt andpollticalpower Whlch

¢1s present in some of the chﬁracters, but whlch as w1ll

t L" v o

be seen,‘ls 1llustrated in 1ts most strlk g‘form 1n the

polar dlsPOSLtlons of Slglsmund and 011v1 r,
.. :

In the eariler version of the tragedy the problem of

, 1hres hlstorlschen Gehalts, forms the phllOSOphlcal ba51s of
F.~“\/T - 18‘ ‘.
Uer Turm, - emerges 1n1t1ally 1§\the flgure of Ba5111us, who

. -~ .
4‘15 so engrossed 1n the exten51on ofehls own w1ll and de51res‘ L -
that he 1s unable to accommodate, -or even 1mag1ne, the o

'ivsparltual qualltles of compass1on, tolerance and moral

» /“.

ﬁrectltude necessary to a just rhler.- For the phy5101an the

PR

’qytype of lmbalance between the splrltual and,the phy51cél

"lwhlch is ev1dent*1n the klng s overwhelmlng lncllnatlon fox

‘materlal domlnance and posse551on, is. the subject of an

N~

(unrelentlng 1nterest. :"Wle Lelb und Seele elns des anderen

"1mmer w1eder ubermachtlg wxrd das 1st mein unnachla551ges ’
RN SUL9 T o

-‘Studlum." t These words, whlch ‘are addressed to Jullan,
‘ foreshadow the phy5101an s analy51s of the - latter, who, ‘: n

v
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desplte hlS attempts to portray hrmﬁelfbas a just and humane

Tan. e901st1c
' 20

alntrlguer motrVated solely byh‘“ -rsonal power.

JJ s . " - s - -
-This,diSClosurejin turn prec

whlch the unhappy 31tuatlon of th%‘unharmonlous 1nd1v1dual
‘ /

‘lsvrevealed, and whlch agaln emphasxzes the superlor 1n51ght
'fof'the-doctor: T A o

L Ty

o .Eure Nachte sind wutendes Begehren,
S ‘ohnméchtlges Trachten. Eure Tage
: .. sind Langewelle, Selbstverzehrung,
St zweifel am HOchsten, - die Fllgel der & -
‘seele eingeschnirt in Ketten, und :
: . uFremde halten die Ketten und sind
o gewaltlg in. Euch und uber Euch 1

"/£ Nd,} In the 1927 play the polarlty of splrlt and’ polltlcal
vzpower,~Which in the Case of Jullan is summed up by the phys-
22

1c1an as a satanlc lelSlon, beches the overrldlng theme

; kR
”as the soclal 1mpllcat1Lns of . the dramd‘are greatly expanded
'and the role of the medlcal man 1s~51gn1f1cantlypchanged.

Whereas in the earller ver51on Slglsmund triumphs over
wlLVLer, ‘even though he is himself p01soned by the latter's
v &

‘prsy mlstress, in the later version thev51tuatlon is reversed

and OllVler ls»left as the domlnant figure. Although in the

-1927 drama Basxllus lS at the outset of the fourth act still

"~the ruler of hlS klngdom, his relgn is practlcally at an end,

w

and he. lS soon deposed and forced by his nobles to abdicate

in. favour of Slglsmund Durlng the same act Julian ‘tries to

reallze hlS ambltlous plans,

A

ful and he is rejected by ‘the prlnce who subsequently appears

but his manoeuvres are unsuccess-



] . ( . ’ ‘ | .’ | - N 97

€
[

to have gained"full rulfng apthority. The dramatic entry .,
of OllVler midway through the final act reveals the untenable
nature of Sigismund's political posxtion, hbwever, and setss>
" the scene for a conclusive confrontation of the Spiritual
andltheﬂmaterial“fh which the ‘physician plays ‘an important

role. :

-

o

In Ad me Ipsumgﬁofmannsthal refers to Oli

insurgent and a threatening force of materialism, and to the

L . . . . N
aim of his play as representing "das eigentlich Erbarmungs-
lose unserer Wirklichkeit, in welche die Seele...hineinge—-
' 23 ‘ ‘ ' ‘ '
rdt." The concept of an excessive materialism as the.

‘hemesis of spiritual life was constantly in the mind of the
writer during the post—war years, as is clear from his prose
‘writing cf;the period, and is manifested qu1te .clearly in

the brutal figure of the proletaqian usuijper.z4 Olivier,

the ultimate manifestation of matetialism created by the
.social development of the nineteenth century and the First
_World War,25 constitutes a direct and dangerous threat to

‘the spiritual values of SigiSmund' which the latter} believ-
‘ing himself transcendentally superlor to his enemy, makes no-
attempt to_resist.26 In a real sense, however, Sigismund is
in eftreme 5eopardy fromfhis foe, and it is left to the phys—°
ician to‘defend the cause for which he Stands.l Yet to Olivier
the gqualities.to which the physician pfbfesses allegiance are
mere Jesuit machinatlons and cheap tricés and the world in
which they would éxist the stall of a circus buffoon.?7'_The

- doctor's pleas to have‘Olivier recognize the majesty of
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Sigismund are simjlarly dismissed as the jargon of clerics

13

4’”Jand comedians and hlS }1nal argument that the world is not

governed by brute force, but by the spirit within it; which

clearly reveals‘his own stahdeint, his appreciation of the

qualities incorporated in, Sigismund, and‘thelnature of the
materialist before him, can, ironically, ‘only reinforce
Olivier's decision to destroy‘the young prihCe.28 Appearing
here as the representative(and'defender of'religious,'philo-
sophioal‘and‘cultural values,Athe‘physician is .thus reduced
: ) P

+to an all too impotent figure, powerless against the soher,
pragmatic reality of his enemy, for whom his arguments ane
not even remotely relevant This last fact underlines the
.impression created in the latter stages of the play that the
physician, unlike during his clearer:an%}ysis of~conditions

and characters when Basilius was still king, is unableé to -

grasp the true nature of the circumstances in which he now B
) . # i

N N h - - e ‘
acts. He regards Sigismund as the authority.wielding power .

right up to the moment of OllVler s entrance, and his lnltlal
comments to the latter that he is the phy51c1an of the king,
are in view of Olivier's pOSltlon as the omnipotent usurper,

out of touch with reality; This type of unawareness had

L]

.

in.fact given rise &o criticism in the very first act &f the

play, at a time when the physician's perceptive capacity was

in other respects clearly superior. Julian's rebuke to him

that he prefers to speak with his imagination without insight
into the real circumstances, and that he is Jacquainted with—— -

. . 30
the world as afphilosopher, not as a man of jaction, = fore-
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-shadow# the confrbntation in theqﬁlosing stages of the action

[}
when the,phy51c1an s ingight fails him and he is unable to

recognlze the true. étate of reality untll Olivier himself.
/ ‘ 1 !
descrlbes it.

~

The function of the medical man and his inefflcacy

before the de;\ot Olivier in the second version of Der Turm

_assumes a much deeper 51gn1f1cancé when the drama 1s regarded

- 3

in its contemporary hlstorlcal context. The portrayal of
material problems and catastrophes, inflation and the resul-

tant breakdown of order, lacf\of confidence in the authorltres;/

proletarian violence and revolutlon, anéd- rnd1v1dual 1nsecur1ty

amidst the collapse of long—establlshed systems, can, partic-

ularly when con51dered together with Hofmannsthal's own

comments to Hermann Bahr and C.J. Burkhardt be conSLdered

It

as a reflection of the political andeconomicﬁdiiinteggatron

‘ AN
accompanying the destruction of the Hapsburg— fmpire in 1918.

//-—’

The play also mirrors a cultural ,order, Splrltual ethical //;>f

e

and rational in character, whlch Mofmannsthal felt threatened
by the upsurging social forces given impetus by the political
and economic collapse, and which may be sald to be the subject

of the following lament by the writer:

‘Die Beschidigung aller Staaten und aller
Einzelnen durch den Krieg war SO gross,

die materiellen Folgen davon sind so

schwer .und verwickelt und bilden eine ‘ S
solche Bemfihung und Belastung auch der -
Phantasie und des Gemutslebens der Ein-
zelnen, dass dartiber ein Geflihl nicht

~ recht zum Ausdruck kommt,.. welches doch

alle geistig Existeierenden erflillt:
dass wir uns in einer der schwersten
geistigen Krlsen befinden, welche Europa
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vielleicht seit dem sechzehnten Jahr-

hundert, wo nicht seit dem dreizehnten, N
erschittert haben, und die den Gedanken oo
nahelegt, ob "Europa", das Wort als

geistiger Begriff genommen, zu exis-

tieren aufgehdrt habe. .

&=
As the critic William H. Rey suggests, Hofmannath§l experiencea
the war and the social ‘deve lopments following it as a fateful
period of cultural decllne,BB'and in his brutal figure of
Olivier mucn of the destructive chaos, lack of ﬁoral stead-
fastness and ?ragmatic materialism which peset thg young
Weimar‘RepubliE may be détecéed. In this seﬁsevthe negative
historlcal forces whlch confront the physician in-the‘piay
are clearly overwhelming, and the 31tuatlon for the lndiQid—‘
ual incomprehen51bly dlS]Olnted.34 This would explain the
phySician's miscgnceptlon in the final act, " as well as the
remarks of Julian much earlier, for it is actually in the
ooenlng stages of the drama that the confusions of Basilius'
realm are already g1v1ng way to the even;ual uprlslng of the
_.materialism qna nihilism with whlch the play closes. As the
representative‘of the chtural, ethical values ‘which Hofmann-
sthal regarded as greatly endangered, the physicién also
reflects, as Roeder observes, the situation of many unfért—
| unates who were unable to cope with harsh réality‘of an all-
too temporary twentleth century world > .His voice, thatugz

sc1ent1f1c ratlonallty, ethical duty and philosophical wisdom,

remains unheard by the primitive pragmatic'materialism of the

" npew order, and his subsequent submission to the changed

status duo reveals only. too.clearly the fate of the-cultured

m 1w +ha nAst-war era, as Hofmannsthal saw it
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BY choosing the phy:i?ian as the spokesﬁnn for .
spiriﬁdal baluei and éhe‘oppopegt of materialism iﬁ thqvplay |
Hofmannsthal is thus continuing the,crend.ag the writers
whose.works‘werg discussed in‘the previous chapter, He?e
the materialism opposed by the‘mediipl man wai largely
inhereﬁt in the technological v;luqs which dominated the
séciety of the times, but the warnings of characters sgch

as' Frischwachs or von” Kammacher were transformed intQ a‘

: frightenidg reality in Ponten's tale, Die Bockreiter.

Whereas*in these earlier works, however, ﬁhe physician was
alwayé able tooforeséq,and estiﬁate,‘to some degfee at least,
. : o .
the dangers within‘a materialistic world by virtue Qf his
position outéi@e of it,_ig Der Tu?m the external situation
6f the doctér isfof no avail.and he is overwhelmed by the
brutal forces he fai}s to detect. In this lattér case the’
roles of Ponten's ghksician Ki;chhoff and Hofmannsthal's
ghéragter are'siqilar, and &n bbth instances their gitimaté L
lack of insighthserves.to emphasize the extent and intens}ty,n
of the terrifying -and coﬁplex forces which oppose them. .
Their situation is perhaps best summed up in the desperation
of the latteg's final éry,.which is the helpless plea of a |
scientific, philosophical a&d cultural morglity forced to
acknowledge the waning of iﬁs existéence.36 "
The function of thenphysiéian in Der Turm is thus”

‘ o
characﬁe;izédnby a str%kind change. From the pefceptive
observef-of the earlier acéion of thelplay he becomes in ité
later stages the‘3pokesmanrfor an endangered value system e'

<
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whose words ot‘rutiaﬁallty and wisdom fail to make even the
slighto-t impression upon the pouotn whlch confront him. ‘and
whose awar-nell o! hil own imperilled situation i’/notably
Ltmited. His publoguont passivity doss not necessarily k«

undermine his . importence in the plaf} however, for in the

' representative sense that Rgeder describes, he also reflects

~
a social situation, the significance of which is acfeRted by
] "

its commonplace quality in the turmoils and dtresses of the

e £l

[

war and post-war périod.
. Apart from the political strife, the tinancial chaos
and the general relaxing of social disciplifie, a serious

facter which had a telling effect upon the German‘population

in the g%rly aftermath of the war was the acute shorage of

¢

foodstuffg“and industrial supplxes. Durlng the course of

.

the fighting the'Allied naval blockade of the German ports

.. » L

had betn a sxgnlflcant factor in the wearlng—down of the

u

German economy, and it was malntalned after the armlstlce

in an even more strxngent fashion as the hltherto unblockaded-

Baltic outlets were closed. ' While the Allied powers con-
r

dltlonally undertook to supply Germany WLtL food materlals

V <

durlng thé armlstlce perlod arrangements f%irdellverles

only/pegan to be dlscussed 1n January, 1919, and German

'trepldatlon at the 1ntended use of German vessels and funds.

v

‘for thlS purpose held up thé f;rst shloment of the badly

'

needed supplles untll the end of March In German eyes the

[

rfallure of the victors: to ensure an adequate food’ supply

.
for ‘a country that had voluntarlly surrendered, was ,an act.
'\ ‘, . . . '

-
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.of extreme cruelty, particulaély‘as it was claimed that
y Germans had starved to. death or otherw1se suffered

from the effects of the ‘severe post-war malnutrltlon. \The

‘unfortunate Spectacle of a post-war starvlng populaalon is -

the theme of the plays Hungerblockade 1919 (1925) and Der

Armendoktor (1927) by the Austrlan playwrlght, Karl Schdn—

herr,‘whose treatment of the tOplC 1s bold and pre01se and
echoes the naturalistic style of Hauptmann in the portrayal
of human sufferlng,Bi' Born in the Tyrol in 1867 oSchbnherr
grew up to study medicine and German literature before
becomlng a practlslng phy51c1an 1n Vlenna 1n '1896. From

* 1905 onwards he devoted hlmself ‘to free writing in which a
strOng mixture of Naturallsm, indigenous’ theme and congern
for the comman man is extant ‘and in which the phy51c1an,.
agaln as in the works of’ Hauptmann, is a frequent character
wCQQlce. He died in Vlenna‘ln 1943. il . ,"". : t?

In Hungerblockade 1919 and Def'Armendoktor the alarm—

A
lng predlcament of a’ starv1ng populatlon sufferlng from the

aeoldness and hostlllty Qf the v1ctor10us powers of 1918

- N
creates a sltuatlon 1n wh;ch materlal need is so acute that

o o -

5p1r1tual beneflcence is ban1shed as-worthless and of no

‘_account,,ln whlch the fundamentad inst

R

t of surv1val 1s

the only 1ssue of lmportance,.and in whl h the physician 1is

4 -

Al

abused and rejected by an lmpoverlshed undernourlshed but

2 -~

self seeblng and hypocrltlcal communlty Illumlnatlng some"

A} ~

of the soc1a1 consequences of the defeat of 1918, the plays

IS

«\takeqa dgep.look ‘at’ the surv1val 1nst1ncts of the 1nd1v1dual

t

»
- °

IR ) .
. . C e .
« . B .
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and the reversal of COmmunal priorities as well»as again
reveallng the lnadequacy of the sc1ent1f1c rationalist when
confronted with fundamental prlmltive natural forces.‘ In
"both works the plot is generally similar and portrays the
phy51c1an engaged 1n an agonlzlng confllct of loyaltles.

In a p051t10n to obtain only a meagre amount of foodstuffs,
Whlch however, represent a con51derable source of nourish-
ment to the famished communlty he serves, he is torn between.

the wants of his patlents and the hungry crles of his own

family. In the ensulng struggle he is revealed as.- an all-

5 [
too human personallty and, in Der Armendoktor, is overwhelmed

by the stresses.to which he rs subjected\and left as a spir-
\__, . > "47 . A . N o
-ltually broken man. y |

In Hungenblockade 1919 the- physrc1an Glatz -is unable

—

to/stem the already.w1despread and contlnually encroaghlng

sickness caused by the severe malnutrition of the times. Hef

o

 sacrifices practically all of his time in attempting to help

his patients,'intwhich‘he is fractionally‘successful'duehto
o \ Sl
an unstable connection with a Dutch milk suppller.h His con-

'51derable efforts are unapprec1ated however, both bv an. un-
grateful and selfish communlty, and by ‘his wife and daughter,
who are unable to comprehend as Glatz himself does, that he,
as a phy51c1an, has a moral obllgatlon to help all,‘ahd not;
merely'his immediate family. Hrs.endeavour'to,conserVe'his?

méagre supplles in the ?ost reasonable way - for:the pooreet,
’ 8

- \ .
- most suffering children - leads to a confllct with his wife

who expects preferential-treatment‘for her ‘daughter, Roserl.

-

»
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Glatz, however,‘sees beyond famlly want- "das Elend geht
' 390 v
«-noch- t;efer, die NoF hat heut kelnen Boden mehr." . Whereas g
,other phy51c1ans remain at- home and care prlmarlly for their
5 . 40 i
:;own needs, = Glatz correctly regards the extensxve malnut—
. a Jﬂ

rition as a‘general, universal prob}em, and not as a personal
family dilemma. ' His value as a physician is revealed in his

recognition, both of this, and of the need for corresponding

action: "Ich kann nicht einen Zaun aufrichten.umfunser.Nest

und sagen-. Was ausserhalb 1st, das geht mlch nichts an. ..

~

~die Zaune mﬁssen nleder...Man muss sxch das Nest. eln bissel

-
» »

weiter machen. Es mﬁssen mehr dgln Platz haben;'nlcht nur
: j 41 )
eins: Alle'"' ; It *is in hlS dedlcatlon to the well- belng

‘of all and in’ hlS bellef that in helplng one sick chlld he *

is symbollcally aldlng all those' in the communlty,.that

Glatz derives ﬂls sp;rltual fortltude.y It is. thlS ldea, for

'example; Wthh Lnstills in hlm the courage with which to ’ /#

overcome the shock of his own daughter s death and to con—_

tlnue hlS work in the face of great misery and despalr, and .

which also prov1des him w1th a justlflcatlon for hlS actlon-

\
. /

"In ]edem Kind findest du ein llebes Stuckel von Roserl.
Und was du. einem von ihnen tust, das hast du dem Unsern
- 42 '

getant!" Hard times will contlnue to be experlenced as

Glatz well knows, but he is confldent too that in spite of

¥

all adver51ty his starving compatrlots will be able to main-
n .

fain. some degree 6f human dlgnlty.-‘In expre551ng this -

feellng Glatz also becomes the spokesman for an embittered

,and resentful populatlon Wthh felt betrayed by the 1nd1ff—'

T

J/»//’ i
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erence and contempt of the Powers to whlch lt had surrendered.

His awareness that the German people are no longer wanted in .

the world and his subsequent refusal to accept the degradatlon
43 :
being heaped upon them, are very much symptomatlc of what

. went through'the minds.of Germans durlng and after the arm-
) o _ : |

. istice perlod " Despite the determination to preserve human

dlgnlty inherent in Glatz"' proclamatlon, Hungerblockade 1919

' -remalns,_however,:a fundamentally negative drama. 1Its central

message, the plea of the physician forTan'appreciation/of

“unlversal sufferlng as’ the beglnnlng of soc1a1 lnprovement,

’whlch in Der Armendoktor is more fully developed,. ré%alns

unheard ' »

In the 1927 play the phy51c1an belng named by his L.
‘profeS'ional title alone, suffers a loss of,lndlv1dual per—
'sonal identity Whlle hlS status as a representatlve of a |
sc1ent1f1c medlcal ordér is empha51zed -Although he adheres:
to the same views as Glatz Wlth regard to the recognltlon of
malnutrltlon and its accompanylng misery as a soc1al, and not
as a private problem, he also stresses, much more than his
predecessor, the need for 5001al solldarlty and the necessity
‘of mutual ald . as a . means of overcomlng the wretchedness and/
prlvatlon- '...das Wurnder muss in uns selbéet geschehen- fest
zusammenhalten mussen wir alle. Dann brlngt uns nlchtsizu
Boden...Am starksten sind wir. Wenn Wwirx alie fest zusammen
stehn. - Nur.keiner dem andern seineﬁﬂand auslaSsen - SO

ﬁué tappen w1r uns - lm‘flnstern welter, bis w1eder e1n heller

: 44 »
Schein kommt." The mlracle, to Wthh the phys101an above

-
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o

‘refers, would be a converSLOn w1thin the 1ndiVidual from e

a selfish and soc1ally destructive egoxsm.to a mofe sym—

: pathetic and generous communal feellng. Such a tﬁansform— REGE

--ation unfortunately remains Virtually non—existent through-

out the play, as the thSIClan s adVice 'is totally ignoreq.‘
by his patientsi and*he possesses neithei the strength of
' haracter to iﬁ?ress it upon them nor, in fact, to realize

his own 1deals in a personal sense. Embr01led in a conflict

I

of loyalties towards both family and community, his aloof

pOSltlon crumbles, and by spbsequently plac1ng the interests’

of hlS own kinfolk who are already more fortunate than most,

above those of hlS other patients \he betrays the very prin—

c1ples which had preserved him from the ugliness of_h{(S\\\

45" N
environment. - The play ends with the physr\ian a spirity

.ually broken and disillusioned figure.

'~ 'As in the case of the physician of Der Turm, the

medigal man of Hungerblockade 1919 and particularly the

doctor of Schénherr's later play are'overcome by an environ-

.ment which they had hoped. to change. “The world in which.they

ffunction is totaliy dev01d of sprrltual humanitarian values,

as- these have long 51nce been destroyed by a chronic material

fneed whlch has unleashed prrmltlve ‘and negative instincts in

its inhabitants and reduced them to mere partiCipants 1n a

bitter struggle for. surv1val\\\In such a locale even the

practice of medic1ne is relegated to the ranks of the worth-

less . and 1mpractical profess10ns, as is made clear 1n

Hungerblockade 1919 when the jobbing tailor is prepared to
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allaw hlS own soﬁ to d1e of ah lnfected arm in order to haye

°

one less mouth to feed The tallor s, justlflcatlon that he

is merely easing hls own predlcament by casting out unproduc-
46 - | :

tlve elements, reveals the extent of the dlfflcultles

a

gw .
facing the phy51c1an, for his prlmary duty 1s thereby denled o

a

due go the misguided prlorltles of a communlty whlch sees in

'hlm meroly the provider of ghe material goods to Reep hunger

PR . 1

Fat bay. The essentlal role of the medical man in, Schonherr s

i .
two plays is that of a social leader whose true value is

-

"jfreflected by hlS call for communal coope atlon, and by hlS
Xéﬁ

recognltlon that only in dealing with comm as.. opposed

,to individual hardships will 'a possible means of OVercomlng

the misery and'privationhehveloping hisvbatients be found.

Yet because he only remains valuable to the 'latter in so far

"as he is able to fulfil their materialdnequirements; he fails

to lead'thep to thls‘same rec0gnitlon and, worse, in attempt-
ing to COmbatvthevprimitive'and socially.d&sruptive,ihstinctsh
of his neighbours, he‘himself is.affected by the'adverse coné
dltlons and embarks upon the very course le had tried to

nulllfy. & o ;,-‘. .

The concept of the physician as a social leader, which

~in Schonherr's two works does not gain full fruition because

N

hof the mlsmatch of 1nd1v1dual 1n1t1at1ve and communal prim-

“itive natural lnstlncts, is fully reallzed however,lln Paul

\ .
Ilg s merltorlous, yet llttle—known‘three act drama Der
, 47, _ . , :
Fﬁhrer (1919). “Here, for thewfirst time in this investig-

'atlon, the phy51c1an appears as somethlng more than the

K
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'Qpa551ve, although deeply perceptxve soc1a1 Crltlc, "or. the L
traglcally mebtent representatlve of ratldnal and human-
Y

1tar1an values, for he is able to~1mpress succe sfully hls,

[y ) ‘

‘fellow characters w1th the W1sdom of hls 1nSLght and create

ﬂfor soc1ety at large a deflnlte pattern for encouragement f‘_lf»

“

ln the harmonlzlng of SOClal dlscord Ilg, a wass wrlter,,

&

'~was born ln 1875 and later moved ‘to Berlln where -he worked

..

las the edltor of Dle Woche. He returned to Sw1tzerland 1n

,1903 to dEVote hlmself to wrltlng, and died there in 1957ﬁ,\

Essentlally a‘wrlter of prose- works whlch are generally h:‘ s

‘characterlzed by social cr1t1C1Sm and reallsm, hlS flrst

, serlous attempt at drama, Der’ Fdhrer, earned conSLderable
S et

pralse and acclalm.' The - play Was well recelved in the press

¢

after its lnltlal performance, belng regardedﬁas an orlglnal
.

. bold, ‘and technlcally brllllant approach to contemporary *fl
reality which evoked an atmosphere very. much in keeplng W1th
the splrltual attltude of the tlmes.48 Much 3;)Ehe play S
;popularlty is also undoubtedly due to Jits c030111atory tone, .

whlch is partlcularly atrong rn its flnal act where an audl-

ence with four years of. desperate unrelentlng struggle fresh
in its memory may w1tness a heeded call for tolerance and -
understandlng. A refreshlng work w1th strong convincing:

characters, Der : Fuhrer w1th its settlement of\soc1al confllct

may well be sald to reflect the de51res of mahy in the 1n—
.~secure, strlfe torn and fraglle war and post-war perlods.
It also mlrrors the trans1tlon from a/conservatlve capltal—

istic value‘iystem to a democratlc socialism, which was

s~ v -



AR | 110

already fermentlng before 1914 and which galned momentum

after 1918 when the Social Democrats became the llquldators
. 49, : -
of the old monarchy.

h]

The action of the drama is ‘centred upon the wealthy

conservatlve Buhler famlly, the head of whlch the Oberst,
1s a powerful 1ndustr1allst whose factorles %mgloy over four

\
thousand workers,and have built over five thousand Tocomo-
50
tives. Although his wOrkersdare-ln a rebelllous moog and

the Oberst is well aware of this, he is unwillingrto'appreci—

ate thelr demands and is determined to use - force, if necessary
51 ‘
to quell any protests The same stringent attltude is

exhlblted 1n his treatment of hlS son Alfred who, unllke

his father, is unW1lllng to beneflt from unearned rewards,

'refuses to adhere to conservatrve principles such,as enllst—

s . r\\

ing in the military,\and who has strong ties with the growing

body of socialists whose ideas are threatenlng the arch-
- >
capltallsm represented by the rlch factory owner. A further

, sourcerof alienation between father and son lies id Alfred‘s“
love for Helene, an actress,Suffering psycholOgically‘from
-a Subconscious.repression of certain extremely painful child-
hood memories.. To the Oberst, who does not care to consider
this, Helene is nothlng more than an hysterlcal "Komodlantln

52
and a highly unsuitable choice for his son. The” fourth of

K’theAsignificant_characters'in the play is the neurologist Dr..
-Vollenweider who administers treatment to Helene, and who in
the important central contexts of the drama acts as a buffer

between father and son, aﬂd finally manages to achieve the

S
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_general reconciliatdion with which tHe action closes.
Vollenwelder descrlbes his function as that of pre—

53
paring souls for life's struggle, and in pursuing thlS aim,

- he is the most important and influential fignre in the drama.
His treatment of Helene s psychological lllness is for hlm
merely a stralghtforward task, for he well knows that she is

in fact her own worst enemy, and needs only to confront the A

) unpleasant experlence within her memory, nelther suppress1ng‘,
it, nor allowing it to dOminate her life, in order to be cured.
In his concurrent dealings with the capitalistic Oberst and’
‘'his son Alfred, he reveals Qreat insight into the nature of
Athe problem which exists between themn, and raises lssués whlch
far {ranscend the dlfflcultles of a father-son conflict. Yet,
like the physician'of Der Turm, he does not admiy to infaliible,
omniscient powers, and thus acknowledges certain limits beyond
which he cannot function in a'medicaL'sense. His.description
of himself as a kind of miner whose task it is to bring forth
hldden materlal to the llght of day, is ‘'subsequently qualified
by the realization that without the cooperatlon of hlS patients
he is ultimately powerless: ", ..stellen Sie sich einmal vor,
wir seien so eine Art Bergwerker, wir sollen veroorgene Dinge
zu Tage fordern; " Aber ohne Foraerkorb' ohnesiuverlassiges
,tragfestes Materlal ist das eben unmdéglich.' This honesty ~
‘and awareness of: ghs llmltatlons as a physician adds much to
the credibility and value of Vollenweider's remarks later in

the play.

The nature of the,advice that Vollenweider is able -to
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provide is revealed in th.oPening act whﬁn Alfred makes his
first declaratlon of allegiance to new values and rejects
the blder social philosophies, with whlch he had been brought
up. In replying te thie, the phySLClan advocates caution:
"Nicht im Sprung, nnr schwimmend ist das and?ze Ufer zu
erteichen."?s The rejection of extreme meagures inherent in
this suggestion is ev1dent again in the later dlscuSSlOnS
with -the Oberst, when the true depth of Vollenweider's worth
becomee‘predominantly clear, and when he attempts to recon-
A611e the ineompatlblllty‘of two value systems by stre551ng
the need for apprec1at10n of the right of self- determlnatlon
and understandlng of individual human interests, as well as
ilLumihating the real 51tuatlon of the labour trOubles in
the Oberst's factories. For the latter the bearers of the
new socialist ideas to which his son adheres, and which are

giving rise to the dlssen51ons among his workers, are des-
56
picable quill- drlvers and 1nSurgents, and, afflicted by a

stubborn short—sxghtedness and a'mlsgulded belief in the »
. Y
ultimate succeSS'of pure force, he is neither fully capable

of apprec1at1ng why they should exist, nor full{ aware of
how close his own world is to dlSlntegratlon. ‘While, how-—
ever, the Oberst,refusee to take the socialists seriously,

the phy51c1an knows better: "Nicht bloss eine Welle Aaufruhr,

wie sie da und dort gegen Kapltalistendamme schligt: eine

sturmflut - mexkt man - wird lUber uns kemmen. >7 while the
rich capltallst can enly see ralsed threatenlng fists and

"hear the.cries for bread58 - merely the external and super-

]
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ficial elements of a social revolution, Vollenweider'fully
realizes the fundamental inner driving force of the social-
ists' mc>vement,59 and he emphasizes the duty of the stronger
not to abuse humanity, but to show geqerosity towards it:
“Eben, weil Sie der St&rkere.sipd,'mﬁssen Sie Milde vor
Macght ergehen_iassen."Go When Vollenweider, invcontinuing,‘
describes the world as disjointed,s1 he is pointing tq’thé
disparity between the oider, establiéhed values and the
.emerging dynanmic fdrceslwhiéh threaten them - a disparity
which forms the basis of a social sickness of‘which ;he
struggle between the Oberst and his son is’but a single man-
ifestation. With regard to the domestic'Eanlict, Vollen- \
weider informs the Oberst of the‘new sense of purpose which
fills Alfred, andcwhiéh is founded updn the principies of

: 62 S
self-sacrifice and communal spirit. The application of

force to attempﬁﬂtégélter such a philosophy is both wfong

and futile, and the:doctor,'stressing_this,~takes thé'side

of mutual respect and indiviaual self—determination: "Gewalt
ist.ein schlechtes Bekehrungsmittel. Achten‘sie vor allem,
die pérsanliche Freiheit."63 Individual~idéas are regarded
by Vollenweider as precious, but for the Oberst they must

be subject to, and not transgress the existing order, if‘
chaos and gﬂarchy are to be avoided. So blind is'the Oberst,
howeverz to the reality surrounding him, tha£ he is not aware
that the imminence of such conditions is egcouraged by his

own actions and values, and his use of the term anarchy "is

ironic, in that Vollenweider does not reject it, but applies
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it to outline the crisis with which Alfred, by his refusal

to adhere to outdated social laws, is confronted: '

Anarchie...jawohl, auch so k8nnen wir -
die Krankheit taufen., Es ist.der Zerfall !
seines bisherigen sittlichen Weltbildes,
die Gehgrsamsverweigerung gegin die ihm
aufgendtigten Lebensgesetze. .

In an attempt to prevent the spiritual confusion and emotional

&

collapse which Alfred is almost certain to suffer should the
conflict with his father remain unresolved, Vollenweider
expresses ideas to the Oberst which form the central message

of the-drama:

Das Einzige - ich /at Thnen gut -

lassen Sie ihn fliegen, wohin er will;..
Wenn Sie és {ber sich bringen k8nnen,
Ihrem Sohn zu sagen: "Tu, was Dir
recht dfinkt, -~ Du bist Dein eigener
Herr", so wird der gbttliche Funke

auf ihn Werspringen, ein neuer Bund
geschlossen sein. Sschitteln Sie diese
Hoffnung nicht ab. Alles, was Ihnen '
jetzt verloren ists Liebe, Freund-
schaft, Harmonie des Daseins - liegt
darin verborgen, gebundengsKréfte, d%F

nur des Erweckers harren. i

A disjointed world cannot be held together with force whether
: : . , . 66
from the throats of men or the barrels of guns, but with

mutual understanding and respect for individual liberty.
-~ Force is thus condemned as a destructive social element,’
A ~ ) l h

and its application criticized as ineffective in the solving
. .

- -

~of social Qroblems.
In the final act of the play the difficulties\bétween‘

father and son are resolved and thé'Oberst, while not totally
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surrenderinq his poai;ien, appears'to have accommddatqd
much*of the important advice offered him‘by Vollenweider.
Alfred is thus freed from a situatien whlch threatens to

; destroy hxm, and the doctor sees his missxon for the~future
:*rn continuing the reconciliatlon of rival opppsxng values. '
‘When this is the ‘goal of confllct and struggl% the end, in
Vollenweider's eyes,ffd11y~justif!es the means: "wek sein
Leben furchtlos zwischen. die feindlichen‘Klingen wirift Jh%
das zertretene Recht im GetuTmel sucht, i§t sicher ei,
grosser Streiter vor dem Herrn." o |

The juxtaposition of force and tolerance which is so

striking in per Fuhrer connotes,.however, far wider dimen-.

sions than a domestic conflict of father and son. The Oberst

9
with his regimented arch-capitalism represents a ruling
status quo unable to understand any other value system besides
B [ ] .
its own, and may well appear in fact to have an actual hist-

orical counterpart inséhe‘aristocratic industrjalist Bafon
Karl wvon rrszjzurmn—Halb.erg, whosé]determinatien inﬂ,z’the_gl_psing
years of the nineteenth century to inpose his will even upon'
'the"private live§ of his workers impressed Wilhelm II as a
successful arrangehent for the management of labour relétions,
and subsequently gave rise to what became known in Germany

as the "era Stumm" _lﬁ which government poliicies in social
questions followed the lead.of the paternalvBaron.68 Alﬁred,
hewever, in his ;ejection of his father's way/bf life, perse%-
ifies a grewing_brand‘of}demdtratie socialism epposed to the:

»

methods of stringent conservativism, and the conflict between

at o~
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the two can be regarded as a reflection of the social tenstons
'which were developing within the industrialized -tructura of “
the nineteenth and ‘early twentieth centuries. 1In a drama

with such defingle political tones VO;}endbider's role is,
howéver, not prima that of a politicalfia;spﬂneuff He

is situated strategichlly, but not necéuaarilydeéolodically,
between the hostxle parties, hd his. comments to both the
Oberst and Alfred in a play written in 1918 ‘may be better
taken qs"thé rejection of the obstinacy and ilind egdism

within man which contributed fuﬁdamentally to the causes of -

the First World War, as well as a condemngggon of the fou
yéhrs of vxolence, brutalxty and lmp091tron of w;ll upon

others which the confllct amounted to, than as the affirmation
or negation of any one particular pOlltlcal value sys+tem.

' The significance of Vollenweider's final decree that the fear

69
and wretchedness in the soul of man ‘should be swept away,

_is universal in the harsh chaotic gé‘lod in which the play
became known, and the gplea itself is indicative once more of °

~ the need for an extensxve overall, and not merely an endemic

or 1nd1v1dua1 spirit of pacifism and goodwill.

Der Fihrer, with its extremely important figure of °
Dr. Véilenweiderh sﬁbsequently emerges as a portr§ya1 of an_
uncertain spiritﬁal as well as political climate: and as an
indictment of the capitalistic, material values which disrupt
ﬁot oqu family and larger éocial mgchanisms, but alsé, énd
much more drastfcally, the relations between nations and

races. The play's .title most notably refers to the'doctoq
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hiﬁself,;and herein~lies‘his'trne function 'in the‘work

~ Vollenw31der, although he seemlngly reJects the descrlptlon

. |

by malntalnlng that ‘the essence of leadershlp and guldance

& 3

Iles Wlthln the 1nd1deual hlmself leads Helene to thlS ’

latter truth whlch lmplles no more than a proper awareness
b
of one s lnner self from which a sense of purpose and dir-

S C e
’ e

# ectlbn may‘be ach;eved. _He also brlngs the’ conservatlve

i i
- s
-

. Oberst to’ the grudglng reallzatlon that soc1ety 1tself is

hd Kl

changlng and w;ll tend to bec0me 1ncre351ngly socialist, and

vthat the methods_of pure force in an_emerglng demdcratic

N X Lo 3

7environment,are obsolete. _klfreé'too is led onto firmer

:grOUnd\by the moderation of the doctor, who segs in him an
T : . . S . - ’
important futufe concmliator.amidst the tensions of the dev-

—~ . . -

eloping social transition. A superior figure in the evalu-

,ation of human and social predicaments, Vollenweider thus

o ~ - N . N < v

. ° ; ‘ = L, ’ . D s .

provides waluable leadership in a confusing changing world
4 5 ~ - N

»

. . , . v
by coaxing the individual spirit to examine itself, in order-
e T P _ B .
- to destroy the deceptions afflicting it and thereby assess
e , :

Cits true”position.. In this manner the phySioian, for_thes

<

e .;fi;st.time‘in this investigation, may functidén as something
more than' as astd%e‘eye—witness;-a misguided or powerless

idealist,. or an aIl—too*human'provider, for he is not only .

~  able to intervene in the reality he‘perceives, but may also

accomplish'much of wQat he decrees. Consegquently, the phys-

o [

ician of. Ilg'sedrama Der Fihrer becomes. a pattern for social.

"cohesiaep. and harmony achievéd‘hy respeot'and sympathetic

understanding;.appearing in-the stunned and shocked days of
R . ’ . T



. . S 118
the immediate postéwar period.

@ In the final work 'to be discussed in this chapter,

Hans Caéossa’s Der Arzt Gion (1931), the theme of positive
o I ‘ - : 70
leadership during these same fragile times is contlnued.

'Carossa,_who was born in 1878 in Bavarla, was hlmself a
field doctor durlng the Flrst World war, and wrote’ several

- works in which +the phy51c1an appears as a central character.
Most of these are directly autoblographlcal wrltlngs, al—

though the novel Die Schlcksale Doktor Burgers (1913) departs

from this style, as does the later story of Dr. Gion.-
rnhroughout his works Carossa tends to remain polltlcally and
socially non—committal, llmltlng hlmself to a portrayal of
fundamental c1rcumstances of daily life in which his own
ideas are pro;ected. In 1932 he gawe up his actlve role in
me%icine, and retired to Passau, in'Which region he died in’
1956. ' ,

As one of Carossa's most lmportant works, Der Arzt
9&9& not.-only has a phy51c1an as its major character, but
J,it also,aunllke much of his other wrltlng, reveals the effect
on the other characters of the medical man's interaction'with
. them. . Gion is also significaht as an eye-witness to the

spiritual‘cond&tion of Germany in the aftermath of the war,

/

and serves asan 1mportant mouthplece for much of Carossa s

!

‘philosophy of existence.‘ The plot of the ‘novel is stralght—,
forward and concerns Glon s deallngs with his patients, in
partlcular the artist Cynthla, whom he later marries partly

<

in order to cure her psychic 1llness, and the orphan Toni,

el
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‘whom he adopts - actions ‘which already reveal the,type of

total commltment whlch Glon as a phy31c1an is prepared to

‘'make to those in. need lee Der Fuhrer, Der. Arzt Glon is

a,posrtlve,work in sp;te'of the sickness and social diffi—
cultles 1t portrays, for it~aboye all.reveals the physician-
as a Steadfast, lnsplratlonal element in an 1nsecure and
demorallsed post—war world )
o At an early stage 1n the nOvel Glon, llke Vollenwelder

;: and the phy51c1an-of Der'Turm, expresses the llmltatlons of
his powers, in,this case to'tne peasant“maid;Emerenz:

Halte dich getrost im Ring meiner Krafte'

Er ist kein Zauberring, doch kann " er dich

ein wenlg abgrenzen ‘gegen .die Bereiche

der zZufalligkeiten, so dass dir nicht 7
‘leicht etwas geschleht als das Notwendlge...,l

i

These words faithfully reflect;the capabilities oflthe-modern
scientific‘physician. As a scientist he worksfmith:ruies and
laws, whicn do not allow for chance or contingéncy, with the
result that he may apply some rationalistic method to counter
situations which may appear incomprehensibte to‘the layman.*'
'Even the physician, however, must sometln ultimatelyvbOW
to the superior laws of nature,,“das Notwendigey"

Gion's functions as an eye- w1tnesslof the contemporary
German situation and as the vehlcle for the expreSSLOn of
Carossa's phllosophy of life become apparent qulte early on
in the work. In a_bltter assessment of Germany's spiritual

1<)

condition he underlines the new fears of the population:

Der Krieg ist vorlber, die Umwdlzung auch;
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aber das Volk zittert noch davon, besonders
die Frauen. Sie haben die Vorwande durch-
schaut,  unter welchen die Menschen einander
. . " das Furchtbarste antun;. sie glauben nicht
‘ . mehr an den heldischen Sinn der Manner-

o streite und erwarten auch von der Zukunft
. nur Entseelung und ZertrUmmerung. O

‘ " Schwester, Frost liegt auf der weiblichen

Seele; sie schaudert vor neuer Befruchtung!72

‘This’gloomy comment is not, however, ;hé no&el‘s iny.wdrdj
-on the eonseddenées of the war. ‘Carosse_is also aware of a
subsequent breakdown of order and discipiine; and-a‘generel
spirituai deterioretion_within'tpe individual. .Gion, in a
e meditative meqd,‘seemingly supplies a solution to these
fpreblems, by,suggesring that the diSCipline,demadded ef‘a
seldier rn bettle is a means of preserving an intact and,
'harmdﬁious existence in civilian life. ﬁegsbverf only a
soldier eonfronted by extreme daﬁger ﬁay'experience the

true fullness of life whith occurs through the unlon of

-

splr;t and deed

...und wieder einmal erhebt 51ch dle
'schon oft gestellte Frage, wge wohl das
‘unruhige, inm hundert kleine verantwort-
lichkeiten zerfallende Dasein eines '
dienenden Menschen von heute mit den
hohen Forderungen der Seele in Einklang
zu bringen wdre. Wer ist so gross, dass
er ein irdisches Geschdft betreiben und
zugleich mit Geistesaugen darauf nieder-
schauen kann? Im Krieg, im todnahen
Augenblick, haben es manche vermocht,
aber dann_wieder verlernt, und das ist
schade; ..

)

[}

Kl
&

Here Gion, in his thoughts, is critical of the relaxed con-
ditions which follow war, and at the same time aware of some

kind of therapeutic value in conflict, which is naot evident
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~in times of peace, and which suggests a vague srm;larity~tri

the theme o of Ponten 's Dle Bockrelter where actlon,'although

frivolous and pranklsh is affirmed as. a. 3001ally pOSlthe

. ’ . |
process. In addition, the cf!tLCLSm\of the overproductlve,v
easngLng pre—war environment in Ponten's work ls‘apparently

extended in a further observatlon of Glon to post-war

'society-' "viele 51nd gestorben,..und v1ele werden sterben.

\Dle aber uberdauern, dle, meine 1ch mussten anders sein als

74
dierKinder einer uberernahrten, befrledxgten Zeit." The>

°

lack of urgency and‘discipline in the post-war individual

which Gion detects is akin to the problem already formulated

by Hofmannethal in 1920- "Heute liegt eine neue Not auf den.
: 75

Ind1v1duen- das Allzuv1el an FIElhelt. - The~concept of

excess, applled here to 1nd1v1dual freedom, and whlch in Dle

Bockrelter is founded in the economic SLtuatlon, and 1n Der

Arzt Gion ln the relaxed 5001al condltlons, is. also applled
in the latter work to personal 1llness.‘ Cynthla‘s slckness,
Gion convinces hlmself, is to be understood:as a spec1al

" form of health, as an abundance of"vitality which is more

- - ' : : 76

dangerous for her than any cliniéally detectable ailment.
[

Accordlngly, the superflulty of a normally p051t1ve factor

leads in this case to its own dlsruptlon.

4

Gion's functlon as an eye-w1tness to the 51tuatlon of

.post-war Germany is contlnued in the pesslmlstlc appralsal

|

of the. physrcal and splrltual sickness pervadlng the country

¥

Immer noch war die Zeit voll Ungemach
noch jede Woche kam es vor, dass Menschen

he
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in wenigen Stunden den Fiebern erlagen,
die der Krieg in das Land geschleppt R
hatte. Auch nistete noch Uberall die
grosse Traurigkeit des Niedergangs;
vielen war der Glaube an den Wert des
Daseins flir immer abhanden gekommen,
-und-beinah taglich verliessen Ungluck-
liche das7Leben wie eine ungesunde.
Wohnung.
The lack of purpose ‘and value in eXistence, the loss of con-
fldence 1n the future, as well as phy51cal dlseases, are all
elements of the adver51ty confrontlng and challenglng Gion.
At least as bad, however, is the.splrltual condltlon of many
of those who do retain a sense of purpose in life. A succinct
but telllng statement made by Gion towards the beglnnlng of
»the novel - "Eine Psyche hat heutzutage ‘ein jeder, Seelen
78 '
aber 51nd seltener denn je" - reveals what Carossa regarded
“as. a negatlve SOClal phenomenon, in that the soul, a restlng
fplace of calm‘and qulet amldst the lnten51ty and pressure of
modern technological soc1ety, is, by v1rtue of these . same
_factors, shunned and neglected by the individual. Glon is
thus touching upon what’ for ‘Carossa was a major affllction
of the mOdeﬂrworld - the 1nab111ty of man to flnd protectlon

.

'w1th1n hlmself erm the competltlve,vmaterlallstlc env1ron-
Jment about him. So aggresslve is this in its encroachment
~upon man that his splrltual place of refuge is forced into
ever deeper recesses, constantly beSLeged by forces often
Wlthln the same 1nd1v1dual if thlS splrltual element 1n
man is, however, v1gllantly defended, hope for the future

< is secured. Gion, pensxve ang meditative, turns these

thoughts over in hlS ‘mindz:
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Das gelstlge Seln eines tétlgen, bewusstenh °
Mannes in dieser Zeit, was ist es anderes
als eine belagerte Festung,: ‘die er mit |
aller Umsicht, Sparsamkelt Ausfallsbereit-
schaft zu halten Hat gegen einen immer vor-
handenen, oft schwer erkennbaren,’oft mit.
den eigenen Blute verb indeten Feind? Je

P mehr aber solche Festgggen stehen, um SO

a besser fiir das Ganze!

\
v

-
w

For Gion the beleagured splrltual essenqe of the soul is

an }ntegral part of the harmonlous equilibrium of health’
_whlch extends to cosmic proportlons - "das geméinsam-
herrllche‘aller Volker_80 - and 1n“Wh1ch even Death plays

.a p051t1ve r"ole.81 His task as a phy5101an w111 thus be

to establlsh within hlS patlents a restoration of the
splritual elementv necessary to énsure a corr°ct balance in
their daily lives, and it is in this that Gion's lmportant
and.suCCeSSful'function as a‘positive'éocial leader‘is re-
vealed; As‘?ospischil Alter States, Gion's achievements in.
'this respect'are largely due to "his transcendence of the
purely corpotal afflictions of his_patients and hls dedic-
atlon to the heallng of thelr souls; o2 By withdraning the
barrlers of hlS own prlvacy, as 1s most notably the case

with Cynthia and Toni, he is able to place, hlS complete per-
.sonallty at- the dlsposal of hlS patients, so that hls;powersv
of healing are 1nseparably “1inked to his ability to establlsh
close relatlonshlps with those whd need hlS help, ‘which is
the essence of the leadershlp and guldancewhe supplles. As .

a consequence G}on eXhlbltS a closer prox1m1ty to his patients

than even Vollenwelder in Der. Fuhrer, who is 1mportant as

both a spokesman‘and guarantor of social harmony. In the
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. splrltually, as well as in the matter of soc1aI provisions,

.materlally fraglle post-war world the inner precarlousness
of which Gion eSpec1ally reveals, the latter s steadfastness '
and warm leadershlp ‘are v1tal to the future of the “community

“

at large. As a phy5101an "ln the broadest sense of the term,
extendlng balm to. souls as welr as bodies ° Glon is seen
by one‘critlc as hav1ng afflnltles to the prleet. The splrit-
al comfort and. guidance which Carossa s flgure ‘provides
‘through his personal approach and total dedication to hlS
fellow man ln,need, pear this observatlon out and supply'
like‘llg‘s characterp a definite pattern for sustalned ex15t—
‘ence in a difficult perlod of soc1al confu51on.

In their confrontatlon with the historical forces
0pposlng them the phy51c1ans of thls second chapter reflect
an lnterestlng development No longer in a position to warn
of or ‘forestall the lmpendlng factors of soc1al dlSlntegration,

as were their counterparts of the openlng section, they;are'
lnltlally overwhelmed by a materlallsm and anarchy which are.

already at hand.. From the ‘inefficacy and 1mpotence of thish

p051t10n, however, they emerge, in the figures of Vollenwelder “

?

and Gion, as important social bullders who both by exhortatlon

“and active'example do much to restore harmony and accord in a
plrltually 1mpoverlshed env1ronment. Unfortunately, in the
ensuing chapter of this study the p051t1ve trends developing
here are seen ‘to be sw1ftly checked by the malevolence of

the most inhuman regime of'modern,tlmes, that of National

'g6cialism, as the physician isvforced, on the one hand, into

Rt S oy

7
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an‘ultra-defensive role, while, on the other hand, he appéars
as a major protagonist within the‘framewOrk of the Nazi pol-
'itical‘system. In this latter case the traditional humanit-
”arian values of the physician's ?rbfeséian are completely
negated as his accepted role as the d&fender of the weaker

‘i{s modified to accommodate the stringent National Socialist

racial ideology.

4
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: CHAPTER III

RETREAT AND DIABOLISM: THE PHYSICIAN'S ROLE IN GERMAN
LITERATURE DEPICTING ASPECTS OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM
The National Socialist period of German hiétory
represents one of the most infamous interludes‘in the dev-
elopmeht of any gagion. It was characterized fromvthe very
beginning by nationalistic and racial ideologies which were

invariably modified to accommodate any contingency which

~might arise, and which were maintained by a brutal policy

of. aggression against‘anyode who opposed them. National
Socialism has also been'described as "the most extreme man-
lfestatlon of the twentieth century revolt agalnst reason",

by whlch 1ts overwhelmlng attractlon for the baser instincts

.. 0of society rather than for the latter's intellectual and

‘ 1 ,
rational capacity is indicated. In' its later stages its

diabolical‘perversity, its political and military fantasy
and the sheer enormity of its bestial crimes brought rudin

to Germany, and to much of the rest of the world. Totalit-

arian in nature, the National Soc1allst state dlsrupted the

1 privacy of the individual and pervaded all aspects ‘of day

to day“existence. Even longstandlng and powerful 1nst1tj

utions such as the Roman Catholig Chukch were not secure’

N
from the interference of a reglme whlch\§ought to substitute
for traditional rellglon neo—pagan cults based on the/ancient”

Teutcﬁic-mythology. o ‘ \Q R

Despite component elements such as Ger;ah\hationalism

N,
T N R
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‘which abounded in other political groups, National Social-
ism is ultimately unthinkahle‘without its founder and ieader;
'Adolf Hitier. Hitler, a,fd*her Austrian corporal.who.fought
:bravely as a runner and front-line soldiervduring‘the First~
World War, hieved political power in 1933 after fourteen
years.of persistent effort in which political propaéanda, :
violence, mass-hysteria and boundless ehergy were the key
lfactors;,2 Blinded temporarily b; a British gas‘attaok on

the Western Front in the last months of fightind,;he spent
‘the period of the Cerman surrender and the ensuing armisticea
at a field hospital in Pomeranla -After‘recovering his eye-
s1ght he returned to his adopted home of Munlch where he was
‘employed as a political instructor by the- army, and where in
September,: 1919 in the course of th;s work he wasvsent to in-
vestigate a small politicai group which called itself the
German Worhers Party. After,impressing‘the ieaders of the

group with a. strong speech attacking Bavarian separatism,

~Hitlerxr was an1ted to- jOln the party's commlttee, which he

,,dld after some- slight he31tatlon. Once a member of the

@ -

MSmall group, however, he set td work eagerly to bulld up
the.party, and from humble heg;nnlngs and discussions in
1shaboy beer-halls there sOop»arose?mass meetings of over
two thousand adherents, hich foreshadowed the hugebmass
rallles and demonstratlons of later years. ‘

The ldeas-whlch Hitler expressed to his followers
had been in his mind since his earlier days in~Vienna, and
they were mainly a mixture of'nationalismrand antisemitism

a
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which were formulated'in his somewhat tedious book Mein
Kamp £ f written in 1923. His incredible success at instilling

'
them into the mlnds of his llsteners was due to a complete
1nvolvement, often to the point of frenzy, 1n ‘what he was

saylng, as well as to seweral other factors which were also

et down in hls work 4 Above all else Hitler always directed

~his attentlon to the masses who formed the classes which

suffered the most social grievanéés and which were the most
. .
lacking in intellect with the result that they constituted

the easiest group to sway and mould, He then set out to

'appeal to their emotlons, not to their understanding, whlch

~

he did‘by means of“blatant lies and violent oratory and by
N N ?

a clever theatrlcal use of symbols, banners and salutes.

He . constantly subjected hls audience to a barrage of contln—

RN

ually re eated points, literally hammerlng hlS ldeas into S

thelr mingds, and he was careful to reduce everythlng he said.

into simp istic notions of right and wrong, whereby all
Opp051tlonal factors were quickly rolled into one common
adversary for the masses to identify and attack,. = To make

absolutely certaln that the attention of the 1i teners re- -

" mained und1VLded the Vazx meetlngs and rallies|were always

attended by protectlon squads of brown-shirted SA men.

These 3w1ftly dealt with any hecklers or other opponents of
the ideas being expoundéd, and were also used to;great effect
to break up rival'political gatherings. Once in power Hitler
had.ample oPportunity to increasebthesebcoercive and terrof*//;

izing policies, and already in the early days of his demagogie

e
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rule the National Soc1alists erected for both their polit-

igal and racxal opponents specxal lnternment camps which

weﬁ§£nltimately developed lnto the highly efficient exter-
’ ) 3,
minabion complexes centred in eastern and southern Poland.
N | | o
In thig\manner practically all resistance to the regime could

be effectively dealt with,»éo that the sole choice remaining
. ’x . ty
to any undesirables in Nazi eyes was flight or emigration

from Germany. [ )

N

A unlque reflectlon of these events to whlch Germany

N r

was subjected during Hitler's rise to, anﬁ\subsequ.nt consol-~

1datlon of polltlcal power is provided by Ernst Weiss' novel
4
Ich—Der Augenzeuge (1963). Weiss, a frlend of Franz Kafka,

was born in Brﬁnn).Ausrria in 1884. He later studied med-
‘icine in Vienna and for a time was a pupil under Sigmund
'Freud. He served as a company doctor>during the First World
War, but in the years after hlS Jew1sh background ‘made hlé a
marked maneduring'the Hitler period, and he emigrated to
- France in 1938, Althpugn he had a chance to escape the in-
vadlng German armies two years later; hlS strength was at

an eng and he committed su1c1de in his Paris hotel shortly

before the arrival of the conquerors. The manuscript .of

Ich—Der‘Augenzeuge had, however, previouely been sent to New
‘York as an entry in a literary competition, having been first
read in 1939 by Weiss"friend'Hermann Kesten.

Ich-Der Augenzeuge is the story of a phy51c1an, who,

—‘“aurlng the closing stages of the First World War had treated

the blindness suffered by Hitler during a British gas attack
A A !

S
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gouth of Ypres. While the first sections of the novel are
concorned with the former's childhood, s tudent period and
early professional days as a practising doctor, the latter
part of the work deals with the- perlod from Hitlpr s recovery
in 1918 to hls eventual assumptlon and consolldatlon of power.
invthe thirties. An "Ich-Roman" with the physlcian as it®
narrator, Weiss' work descrlbes both the evil and the fascin-
ation of thenNational SOCialist movement, and, as ln the case
of Paul' Ilg's play Der Fuhrer, the function of the major
character is sugges ted ln‘lts title. In spite of this, how-
ever, the physicien is not only an attentive observer of his-
torical events, but also intervenes directly in the-.novel's
»actlon. Mereover, there arise within the former role prob-
lematic moral issues which orlg;natefrom a fundamental weak-
ness within the physician, cloud his vision as an eye-thness
 later on, and even cast an element of doubt upon h;s integrity -
as’ a medical man. “

The physician's role as a witness to the events}around .
him is immediately apparent during his etudent days, but
unlike at a iater ;tage in his career, it 1is characterized
here.by hehesty and impartial objeetivity, examples of whic;
are readlly at hand. As flnanc1al assistance for his medical
studies the phy51c1an is sent a monthly allowance from heﬁ;,_
but unknown to hlS parents he glves,the greater part of it
to his father s former mlstress who, now alon;,'has two small

-children to support, for whom his father should be responj;//,—eg

ible. As 4 reward for thls act of charlty, however, the"
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N phy51c1an merely recelves the reproaches of his mother,’

¢

who conSLders her son s student lifelas an 1ll—spent exlst—
1

-
°

encev/ Yé:he is unable to feel bitterrless at this 51tuatlon,

for: he apprec1ates its nature and remains. a pa551ve observer

@

who refuses to intervene, even though this may cause hlmi
some dlscomﬁprt: "Aber mein . Ungluck war es, beide Partelen
. zZu éerstehenj Augenzeuge zu bleiben, nlcht zu richten und
‘wkein Pharrsaer‘;u_sein.“ The diSinclination to pass judge-
o ment'is“aiso apparent in the‘physioiansin oircﬁmstances where
~.med1cal and jud1c1al issues colnc1de, and where a doctor's
testlmony may be potentlally lmportant evidence. When the

\
case of a vagabond ‘who had commltted murder and subsequently

° N 3

-suffered a stroke 1051ng both his reason and 51ght, is drawn

" to hlS attentlon he is unwilling to condemn, for the medlcal
. v A
«  man shodUisupport the patlent, or be above him as an objective
6
w1tness, but he’ should never be agalnst him. In this 1nstance

‘\'."
5

‘too, the nece551ty of appreclatlng all aspects of a glven sit-~

"uatlon is reallzed:_'"Man muss die Interessen belder Parteien
wahrnehmen. Ich musste ‘auch die Gegenseite verstehen. Ich
7 _ Ny

musste lernen. ’ i

A further example of the phy31c1an s desire for object-

T ivity and 1mpart1alltyAas an eye—w1¢ness to developlngcevents

may be seen in his lnltlally neutral position when confronted

w1th Hltler s megalomania and racial hatred for the first

[

. time in the hospital where the latter was belng treated for

: hlS bllndness._ "FUr mich hiess es nlcht, s1ch fur oder gegen
. ‘ 8
hn zu entscherden“ 1ch hatte ihn nlcht zu richten." In all
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-“these cases the physician appears as an essentlally valuablg
observer of the world about him, for he may. analyse thlslglth
scientific ob3ect1v1ty and thereby separate hls perceptlon
from subjectlve oplnlons, conjecture or judgements which
might otherw15e obscure it.  Yet although his: functlon in

the novel as an eye-witness to hlstorlcal developments is
hereby given great credibility and stressed as .a substantlal
anq‘significant role, the physician' s‘ablllty to assess .

reality, objectively is unfortunately not sustained and his

.insight beComes severely 'hindered by the previously mentioned

moral weakness from which he suffers. In the very first para?

~

graph of the novel this, tOQ§ther with other major thematic

_featuresp is already discerhible:

Das Schicksal hat mich dazu bestimmt, im
Leben eines der seltenen Menschen, welche
nach dem Weltkrieg gewaltlge Verinderungen
und unermessliche Leiden in Europa hervor- T
rufen sollten, eine gewisse Rolle zu. spiel- o
en. Oft habe ich mich nachher gefragt, was
mich damals im Herbst 1918 zu jenem Eing-
riff bewogen hat, ob es Wissbegierde, die
Haupteigenschaft eines in der Srztlichen

" Wissenschaft tétlgen Forschers, war oder
eine Art Gottdhnlichkeit, der Wunsch, auch @
einmal das Schicksal zu spielen.

—
The weakness inherent in the physician lies in a dangerous

vanlty which originates from the power and. control that med-

-ical knowl#édge can bring. The superiority whlchAthe medlcal

”

man may enjoy is first demonstrated o the narrator when,

'still.a child, he is treated by the Jewish surgeon~Kaiser,

v o

after having heenAbadly injdred by -a kick from a horse'sj

hoof. The sense of power transmitted through the superior
. s 9 3

- o
‘ =4

N
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knowledge and action of his doctor, and not the ‘inherent
humanltarlanlsm of the latter s treatment, is a source of
enthusiasm for the battered patlent, and prov1des the prob-

able initial 1mpetus for his own deClSlon to take up medic—
10 ' '
ine. Later on it is the pOSSESSlon of this same rpowex

which leads the narrator tO'regard himself dangerously as

"a kind of demi-god, a vanity which becomes clearly evident

a

durlng his preoccupatlon Wlth the curlng of Hitler's" bllnd—’
ness. Because the phy51c1an succumbs to thlS vanity hlS
temperament may beosaid to”conform in a way to that’ of the
future demagogue whom he is treating. Similarities between
the two lie in the common desire for power, in.the belief

: that actlon and power are synonomous, and in the conv1ctlon

that the transcendence of fate is possxble v1a the deed.

N

These parallelisms are clearly 1llustrated in the phy51c1an s
state of mind immediatelygbefore,hls attempt to cure his
plinded patient: o

. ~Auch ich wollte w1rken, 1ch musste handeln.
Ich wollte herrschen, und jede Tat Lst mehr
oder weniger ein Herrschen, ein vVerandern,
ein Sich-liber-das- -Schicksal- aktlv-Erheben.
Auch H. [Hitler] hatte sich uUber das Schick-
sal erhoben. Er wurde -lieber blind, als
dass er sich den Unterg g. Deutschlands
,ansah L :

As Hermann Kesten indicates, the physician is in this instance

attempting to play the role of fate in the 1ife of a man who

12
himself trled to determlne his own destiny., an act with

perllous lmpllcatlons and consequences, of which, however, he

‘remains unaware. What the phy51ca1n subsequently percefves
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is but a distorted version of the truth,'and, blinded by a
vanity which stems from an awareness'of‘his-@edical super-

1or1ty, he thus loses his hold upon reallty and is led far

astray from his earlier, though 1nterm1ttent object1v1ty.

_ As a consequence he at first refuses to admit that the real

tffdkﬁﬁgw

slckness from‘which Hitler suffers, which is symptomized by -
the latterfs brutal‘inconslderations, his racial hatred and
his. lust for power, is a.diseasekthat may! only be destroyed ’
by the most violent and drastic means: "Dass ich ihn (Hitler]
.,.nichtvyon seiner Grundkrankheit heilen konnte; éestand ich
nicht ein. -Da war ich blind.. Ich wollte es nicht sehen,
wey% mlch eine Art Leldengchaft ergriffen hatte.,l3 Although~

he is able later to diagnose Hitler's fanatlcal rav1ngs as

T a deep and 1ncurable 51ckness, the physxc1an still dlsregards

the pbtentlal danger to humanlty whlch the fo "Austrian

corporal poses. Hearlng the fanatlc sPeak for the first time
—

"he is thus not alarmed at the v1olence and hatred belng ex—rp‘

. -pounded ‘but 'is 1nstead pleased to observe Hltler s shyness

towards him;:

v

H. hatte mich erkannt. Er wurde blass und
wandte zuerst den Blick ab. Dann bezwang .
er sich und gab mir die Hand. Ich sah, er
hatte eine Scheu vor mir. Das fldsste mir
“aber ein gutes, warmes Gefuhl ein, ich
wollte ihm weiterhelfen. Gerne, war er
‘nlcht\melnDWerk°, ' :

The-vanity-manifested in this passage is-foolhardy‘and peril-
ous, and by regardlng his former patient as the product of

his own powers, the phy51c1an comes very close to destroylng
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his moral lntegrlty as a healer. Having been able to cure
Hltler s bllndness, the phy5101an now savours the accompllsh-‘
ments. made. possxble by bhis medical knowledge, but in doing
thls he is 1mpa1r1ng his 1n51ght as well as abu51ng his
patlent The hybris resulting from his very actions as a

ﬁ”for thus creates a dubious value for the physician's role

as a- soc1a1 observer, Just as his prevxous impartiality and

t

object1v1ty had given 1t credlblllty and 31gn1f1cance.-\ -
The phys;c1an s vanlty is not, however, the . only
Q factor which distorts his sense of perspectlve, for the mag~

netlc personallty of Hltler, who, cured of hlS bllndness,

loses no tlme in his campalgn for total power, soon. 1nfluences

%

hlm drastically and hypnotlzes his mlnd Although 1n1t1ally‘

unaffected by thedemagogue s rav1ngs,'as has been noted above,
~

u

the physician, mhlle attending a later speech, succumbs to
the power and charlsma of hlS former patlent, and loses him—‘

. self in an 1ntQXLcated frenzy:.

- ~

Er sprach, ich unterlag...merkte schaud-

~ernd, dass ich zitterte wie alle und dass

- ich ein Atom der Masse geworden war...Zum
erstenmal habe ich begriffen, was es

'helsst Weib sein und den Mann, der das

Weib zuerst gegen- ihren WiPlen und dann
plotzlich mit ihrem Willen, mit ihren

brennender Wollust zersprengt, uhter- .
liegen, in ihm aufgehen, mit ihm zusam- ’ .
menwachsen, als ob es auf ewig wére.;s

-The efféct of Hitler's speech upon the physician signifies}
however, a major turning point in the novel. The reallzatlon

that he, who has experlenced the de51re for power hlmself,

has now . become vulnerable to- the spoken word of an agltator
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who had once been dependent upon his superior nedical'know-
ledge'destroys‘the‘Vanity and'self-esteem which‘aad'doggedi
him and entrapped him”withiﬂ'ainarrow egoistio sphere of

existence. Unencumbered by his former proud ambition he
’ ) , .

~

-regrets his folly and regains an unimpeded perceptive cgp<

acity: - . @

Ich war far meine Person der“gelstlgen R
Obermacht H.s entgangen, denn ich sah

die Gefahr. Vielleicht‘bereute ich

einen Augenblick lang, was ich im Herbst

1918 getan hatte. Ich hatte eingreifen,
handeln, herrschen woller. 1Ich ‘war dem
Schicksal unterlegen, wlhrend ich es in

meiner Gottahnlichkeit hatte kommandieren .
wollen. Ich war machtlos, denn lch war

allein. '

In contlnulng his role as an objective eye—w1hness to the
§001ai developments before him the physician now becomes
more analytlcal and hlS insight is tempered by\a psycholog-

“ et of

ical awareness. He speaks of an unfathomabre el_
human emotion, the "Unterseele", whlch is present in all - <

personalities where it is suppressed by a veneer of reason
and loglc, but from which under certain circumstances it )
may be unleashed to do great harm.l7 Having himself experi-
enced the latter process during the war when he, the scien-
-tlflc personallty, had contributed to its barbarlty, ‘at the
'Pomeranlan hospltal where he had made hlS patient Hltler Anto
an object of his creatlon, and at the Nazi rally when he- had
become fired by the latter'’ s demagoglc rav1ngs, he reallzes
that the source of Hltler s power lies in. hlS ablllty to man-

|

ipulateults worklngs,_ He knows, for example, that at. many
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decisive moments it is not the case that logical reasons

! determlne man s convictions and deGlSlODS, but unfathomable
. 18

fluctuations of emotlon, ‘ and that Hltler, who would always -

count upon the power of deceptlon, constantly played upon
the three basic and prlmltlve qualltles in man, his bestl-
ality, 1nConstancy and cowardlce, in order to set such emo-

: 19
tional elements 1n motion. - The phy51c1an s recognition

'of thls manlpulatlon of fundamental ‘human drlves, the psych-

ologlcal aspect of soc1al na21f1catron, does not, however,

preclude sympathy, for those infected by the ideas of Natlonal

~

'Soc1allsm. Again anx1ous not to condemn, he apprec1ates the
psychological predicament of those weaker and less aware in-
(d1v1duals who succumb completely to Hltler s 1nf1uence, and
he knows too that man, even at his most wlcked, ;s capable

/

of goodness. When Hitler' police, for reasons that will

\

become apparent, conduct a search ﬁpr hlm, he is aSSlSted
) by the very same type of people as those who had unhesxtat—.
- ingly commltted atrocltles in the Na21 concentratlon camps.
The phy51c1an s remark that man 1is somethlng terrlble but .
valso something godllke,20 reflects once more his important

ability to perceibe all characteristics of a situation. Onv

the other hand even though he may understand with a  degree

of sympathy the psychologlcal causes of Germany S moral decay.,

the physician does not overlook the country s ugllness and
v 21

hypocrlsy, and he senses the necessity for taking positive

measures agalnst the menace of Hitler and his supporters,

Accordlngly, he becomes a member of the German Democratlc
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Party} the clear, humane and freedom-loving principlés of
which had attractéd and interes;éd;him for some time. ‘When
he takes tﬁis step a conscious éfansfonmation occurs within
nim, and his function as anﬂobservant witneSs of the reality
about him is'suéplan;ed bi that of an;acﬁive combatant

against the brutal regime led by his former patient:

Ich...trat der demokratischen Partei
wieder aktiv bei, denn es war mir bei

der Rede des H. aufgegangen, €s sei nicht
mehr die Zeit fir den wissenschaftlichen
Beobachter des Weltuntergangs, fir den
objektiven Augenzeugen. 2

In his new role as a political~opponent'of Hitler the phys-

o

ician soon realizes, however, that the Democratic Party,
because Of tH%“very humanity of its programmes, lacks the
£ype of power necessary to defeat the Nazi leader. In his
subsequent.analysis of the situation in Germany the helpless
and inefficacious position of the humane individual in a

brutal, pragmatic and deceitful age is made evident:

Konnten wir ihm [Hitler] auf der anderen
Seite etwas G}eiches entgegensetzen? " Wir
konnten es nicht...Es fehlte uns die naive
Brutalitit ebenso wie die naive Sentiment-
alitit, die Faust, die Trine und die 'Lige...
Wir wollten mit den alten Methoden in einer
neuen Zeit wirken, in der die Knechte zu
Herren geworden waren und die starke alles
war./3 . ’

-

i

Such a state of affairs forms a striking parallel to that
L . l

"at the close of HofmannSthal's Der Turm, where the lower

elements of society dominate with.a rule of force.. Despité

- the apparently\helpless situation of the physician in Ich~
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Der Augenzeugg,'however, he possesSes a potentially dangerous
AW .

weapon agalnst his former patient whlch\QPens a definite

course of resistive actlon. The med1ca1 Jotes amassed by

1

him during the course of Hitler's hosP1ta11#atlon, which
’ . .
were originally to be used as material for .dinstruction.

T

classes, and.which contain much intimate inforﬁation concern?
ing the demagogue's personal life, including his experiences‘
with‘women, are a partioularly formidable:propagahda threat
'to the latter and his cause: . Yet although the sensitivity_of
the Nazi leader to the comprom151ng detalls of his medlcal
record places great power in the physician's hands, the
secrets of Hitlér's personal life are only significant to
,hlm as a means of preserv1ng his individual honour as. a doc-
tor, and of asserting his own courage and deflance in the
face of a brutal deSpotlsm- "Ich wollte mir meinen Mut be-=
weisen, 1ndem ich sie. [dle Protokélle] behielt."” 24 bespite
the undoubted pralseworthy substahce of thlS ‘new conv1ctlon,
such an attltude is questlonable in that it can be said to
reflect a‘certain amouut of the same impairing eg01st1c van-
ity Which'had dogged the physician previously. Any propa—
ganda potential the -medical file mlght have had is nullified,
‘3ust as the personal satlsfactlon of 1ts compller is achleved
.and Hitler, the. object of the collectlve polltfoal opp031tlon
of the Democratlc party, now becomes a private foe as far as .
the physician 1s/concerned._ : . N

Because of his refusal to part w1th‘the sen51t1ye file

[

the'physician is eventually arrested and sent to the congEn-

a
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tration camp at"D..(Dachau?), where the individualisation
of‘conflict and resistance, which had developed out of the
unusual relatlonshlp between a doctor and his bllpd 'Aus-
‘trlan patlent, and whlch had negated perhaps the final
"opportunlty to defeat ;hat'the latter had become, now serves
the narrator inyan indispensable fashion during the torture

he endures. The determination which the physician employs

-

not to submit to his persechtors is.made poesible by the

thought of achaeVLng an individual vlctory over his powerful
25 2
adversary. . Another crucial fadtor in hlS survxval at D.

/

is nothing less than the superiority of the medical man,
o

whlch combined with the phy51c1an S functlon as an objective

&

-observer, prov1des hlm w1th the means of w1thstand1ng suffer-

ing and pain:

- e
14

Ich glaube, ich hatte...instinktiv das

einzige Mittel, um alles lebend auszu-

halten, gefunden...und ich hatte die

Ubermacht dés Arztes, wenn ich so sagen

darf, in meinem eigenen Fall wirken:

lassen. Ich stand als’ Augenzeuge neben .

dem HAftling. geh- befahl mir und ‘ :

" gehorchte mlr.2 A - .

Hav1ng been able to get ay from the concentration camp,

the narrator, tog er w1th his famlly, arrives in France

where he expepfences the difficulties of an alien seeking

. - : 27 .
to make a 'living in a not overly friendly country -’Seeing
a photograph of a shattered chlld—v1ct1m of the Spanish C1v11

.War he eventually decides: to offer hls services to the Repub-

llcan side rn -that confllct, and in. so doing is not motlvated

by his fOrmer_egoisticvdesire to master fate,'but by a genuine
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feellng of compa551on for hlS fellow man. Thus ‘at the close

. o’

of the work the phy51c1an s . functlon of resxstance becomes

) . »

”,_unproblematlc and accompllshed in a fuller sense. In choosing’

. to join the'Republlcans 1n'Spa1n,he lS able to take up an'
.actlve struggle agalnst the anti democratlc pr1nc1ples he
had been w1tness to in Germany, and at the,same the may be.
said to be contlnulng his personal confllct w1th Hltler, who
:had. sent troops and materlals to aid thHe rlght-w1ng forces. -
More 51gn1f1cant however, theb;hy51c1an, lnsplred Qut of a
feellng of sympathy for the VlctlmS of despotlsm, of which
he hlmself had once been one,; now functlons very much as a
fredeemer of a country desp01led and dlsgraced by an ev1l
tyranny. ‘

. : ?
The role of the phy51c1an 1n Ich Der _Augenzeuge i§

thus characterlzed by a development from a pass1ve but large-
Vly objectlve observer to an actlve opponent of a system to:

the origins of whlch he had made an unw1tt1ng but fateful
contrlbutlon, and 1n another senseifnom -a fluctuatlon from
inner weakness to courageous resolutlon. -As an eye—w1tness
-to social developments in Germany durlng Hltler s drive for,
vand subsequent attalnment of polltical power, he prov1des
1n51ght into the psychologlcal aspects of Hltler s success,:
and by means of an analytical obseryation of his own}faults
lindicates the sometimes alarming motivations and drlves .
within man, which in the person of Hitler had reached their
most extreme megalomaniac form: 28v Weiss' character, without -

excusing. the deeds of some of hrs'countrymen, subsequently
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does much to explain how National SOCialism with its cunning
p:bpaganda, ambitious objectives‘and channelled'hatred could

.~ flourish, but at the Same time he realizes 1ts dangers and

’knows that measures must be undertaken to curb lt. In set-
_tlng out to do this he again affords 1nsxght into a situation
in Germany whlch could Justlflably be termed lrratlonal for,

as the thSlClan indicates, all reasonable,.humane.arguments

go praqﬁ&callyﬂunheard’ln a perlod in whlch most c1tlzens,,;
many for réasbms glven above, were completely enraptured by

the. demaboglc rav1ngs of Hltler. 1f, however, ratlonallty,

o

'could be.made to prevall in some areas of the populatlon,
4

the conce%kratmon camps, of whlch the phy51c1an himself had

N bltter éxperlences, awalted-those who*dared-re51st or object
£y PN .
\

to the $a21 doctrlnes. Thus with no other alternative'at

hand the phy5101an leaves Germany for France, and eventually

. .
Spain, and 1n S0 d01ng he not only represents the p051tlon

- of the_many good germans;who refused to accept the Nazi
prescription,for a new Germany, and who were forced'to flee .
»from thelr homeland and become refugees abroad‘ for in his’

‘prolonged resistance to the ev1ls of despotlsm he also con-

,stltutes, as Hermann Kesten 1ndlcates, a rédemption of the

\
- Y

German people at a time when it would not have been difficult

29
“to despalr of all too many Germans.

-

Another victim of Nazi oppression and who resxsts 1n
.the only way he can is the physician Ravic 1n Erich- Maria
‘ Remarque s well rendered and strangely grlpplng novel Arc

30 ,
de Trlomphe {(1945). Remarque, whose widely read~best—
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' selling anti-war novel Im Westen nichts Nehee (1929), along

K}

S S
with other, of his works, was banned in Germany after 1933,

was born in Osnabrick in 1898, the son of a bookbinder.

 From 1916 on he fought in the First World War and afterwards

£

s

spent seyeral years as a journalist infﬁ%rlin.' He later
lived abroad and went to the United States in 1939 after h
his German Citizpnship had been taken from him. . Strongly.
opposed to Hitler, asvwell as militarism in general, he '

chose contemporary social backgrounds for his worﬁs, which

P

were written, as indicated in the case of Arc de Jriomphe,
in an exciting and highly effective styie,_even,when dealing
with negative themes of decline and deetfuotion" He died in
Locarno in 1970. | |

‘Arc de Triomphe, which, lihe,Imeesten nichts Neues

-became a bestselling novel, qgncerns the existence of Ravic,

{ .
an accomplished,Surgeon and former head of a hospital depart-
ment in Germany, 1n ﬁhe seamier sections of Parisian soc1ety

shortly before the outbreak of the Second World War. For

refusing to provide 1nformation to the Gestapo in the earlier

'years of Nazi rule Ravic had been sent to a doncentration

bcamp,'wnere he had suffered severely at ther hands of the

’

Geefapo officer Haake. After managing to escape, he had-
arrived.illegally in France and had later gone to Spain to
fight for the Republican cause. Tne‘action of the‘novel
begins after this period, when Ravio is precariously estab-

lished in the French capital making a meagre living by means

of illegal,'though expertiy handled operations. In Paris
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C )

Rav1c meets Joan Madou, a lonely. woman with whom he estab-

lishes a relationship, and from whom he later derives much

inner strength which sustains him in his struggle to ;urv1ve.-
Living in constant fear of dlscovery';hd deportatlon, which

in fact occurs, Ravic becomes cynical, but never desperate.=”‘
His pattern of existence changes,_however,fwith the sightlng

of Haake in a Paris restaurant. Resolving to'deetroy his Y&Q;

former tormentor, he devises a careful plan which is success-— ¢

fully executed, an% Ravic, now $Riritually at ease for the

first time in years/ is no lolj

o,

oncerned to flee as the

- o

German armies begin to threat cinental Europe, but

llows hlmself to be sent to a French internment camp even .

7@
SHU

though capture by his enemies 1s thereby made virtually cer-
tain. The chronological background to the work is the crit-
icai'period from November 1938<to Audgust 1939, and references
to actual historical events, together with'g;im appraisals ofd
the European 51tuat10n, occur frequently throughout the actlon._'
DeSplte the attractlon of its style the novel is essentlally
a pe551mlstlc work pervaded by gloom and Cynlclsm, buc also

one in which the phy51c1an plays an 1mportant role in reveal-
" ing the effects of National Socialism upon nations, .as well
as individuals,. and in 'assessing the social climate'of'the

few-short‘ﬁonths left to.the countries of Europe before the

unleashing of the second full-scale conflict w1th1n a gener-

e

ation. o ; ') . o
Although Ravic is an i#isecure individual with a false

jdentity in a foreign capital, the harsh lessons of his con-
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‘stantly changlng llfe' prove a great'asset to‘his self-

reservatlom, and have shar ened hlS insight:and, awareness
P g

fln the perceptlon of the world about him. Through hlS

cynlc S eyes he obsemves the’world at all levels of reallty,

[

and has seen too much to. be. decelved by 1llu31ons-that power,

a L4 . 2

idealism or wealth can bring. The first is regarde@ by hrm

.as the most contaglous of all dlseases, while 1deallsts are
-4

seen as fanatlcs and most: dlfflcult -to endure, and materlal
wealth as . deceptlve and essentlally negatlve.?é rrec1sery
because his is such a fraglle, precarlous ex1stence, Ravic‘s
apprec1atlon of common everyday c1rcumstances is acutely in-
tense. Thus ‘even the mundane routlne of the customers in a .
small bistro is somethlng to be consrdered and envied: "Da

.o

war szchereq, elnfaches“Leben, eln Daseln, mit Fausten anzu-

__packen, auszuarbelten, Mudlgkelt abends, Essen,;elne Frau und-

33 BN

“schwerer, traumloser Schlaf o Yet Ravic knows too that

o
even the 1n51gn1f1cant assuredness of such small components

e

lof 01ty llfe is lllusory, for the whole soc1al age’ 1s mori-

\ Q

v bund and Parls 1tself a mere fa ade of healthy act1v1ty-

""er leben” in einer sterbenden Zelt, und diese Stadt bebt

34 \ -
von Leben. Forced to seek refuge 1n a deqadent world

from the hostlle dlsease Wthh has affllcted his homeland, ?\

Ravic has ample opportunlty “to analyze the unfavourable symp-.

,'toms of‘the tlmes. To hlm the unconcerned European 1nd1ffer-

s

encde to the threat of Nazl Germany represents a fundaggntal
51ckness. In a pensrve mood ‘one evening in a ngég cafe he

compares the countries, of Europe to a walrus herd in, whlch

2
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» ‘each animal is comfortable in the thought that it will sur-
.yive, even as the hunter dispateches its neighbours: .

y
/

- Die. Geschicht ‘der Walrossherde, Hundert
. ‘am Strand; zwischen ihnen der Jager, der
.. eines nach dem andérn mit der Keule ersch-
- ~lug. Zusammen ‘korinten sie ihn leicht
- erdrlicken - aber sie lagen da, sahen ihn .
. kommen, morden und ruhrten sich nicht; e;;__
- : erschlug ja nur gerade den Nachbarn -

: einen Nachbarn nach dem andern. Das .
‘Abendrot der Zzivilisation- .Milde, gestalt-.
lose GAtterdimmerung. Die leeren Banner
der Menschenrechte. Der Ausverkauf elnes
" Kontinents. Aanbrandende , Sintflut. Kramer—

° geschaftlgkelt um die letzten Prelse. Der
alte Jammertanz auf; dem Vulkan. -Volker,
wieder §§nmal auf dle Schlachtbank get-
riebén. ; : . o

»

' -

-/ ‘ ’ » "'4 -
«Thls passage is a flttlng reflectlon of the European predlc—‘

’ament in the last years before the Second World war. Whlle

N

Austrla had ‘been consuméd by the German Relch and the dis-

memberment of Czechoslovakla was fast becomlng ‘a reallty,

ffthe rest of Europe had refralned from intervening, Or at

4

7best, contented ltself w1th promlses hav1ng no ultimate
e
" value. Although it was true that in the case of Czechoslo—‘

qu
vakla,a ‘more actlve re5ponse was provoked from the other

European powers by the German actlon, than when the Nazis
%
ﬁkgﬁbred Austria, the former was nevertheleSs to dlsappear

off the map in March, 1939, deserted and forsaken by count-
rles which had promlsed and guaranteed her protectlon.36
When con51der1ng thlS type of apathy and refusal to acknow=-
ledge fully what he reCOgnlzes as,the endless devourlng

aggressron of Hltler s Germany, Ravic reveals the unlvers—

allty of such dangerous complacence. "Jeder wusste, dassE%

/ )
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die Welt apathlsch in einen neuen Krieg hineintrieb. Niemand

hatte etwas dagegen - Aufschub..,das war alles, worum man
37
sich aufraffte zu kampfen. Even Veber, one of Ravic's

few friends and at whose cllnlc he operates, is seen by the

latter to be gullty of’ the same - type of easy gOLng 1nd1ff-
.38 7 e :
erence.

Precisely because Ravic is able to‘detect and define

the symptoms of social decllne to a much deeper extent than
39
practlcally‘any-other individu&l in’the novel, his object-~
q
ives are geared to 51mpllc1ty and fundamental practlcallty.

Having reallzed the morlbund nature of an age threatened by

1nternal self deceptlon as well as external aggress1on, Ravic

-

is left w1th but one course - to accept the dangers of his

times and rlde them out untll an 1mproved situation presents

1tself:h . o L% '

Ex lebte,‘dgg/;arvge ug. Es lag ihm
. nichts daran in-einer Zeit, wo alles

schwankte, etwas aufzubauen, das in p:)

kurzer Zeit zusammenstlrzen musste.

Es war besser zu treiben, als Kraft

zu verschwenden, sie war .das einzige,

was unersetzb&r war. Ubérstehen war

alles, bls 1rgendwo ein Ziel sichtbar. ’%v ’ i
wurde..:Elne Law1ne war nicht aufzuhalt

wenn sie im Rollen war-,,- wer es ver-

suchte, kam darunter. Besser abzuwarten

und spater die - Verschutteten auszugraben.
Miel marschi€rt Wurde, musste man’

@e% Gepﬁck haben

)

dx"

’?hls pasiage does much to sum up the p051tlon of the small
1nd1v1dual pltted agalnst pOlltlcal hlstorlcal forces overa

.whlch there is no control and Ravid accord ly appears

practlcally functlonless in this respect. ;For him the most

N . (S -
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1mportant lssue is not to take on the negatlve factors

fwhlch are threatenlng from both w1thout ‘and w1th1n, but to

~ N

survive in spite of them, whlch as has perhaps bepn ind-

\

icated, is for long periods in the novel the sole essence
of hlS ex1stence. -Of the factors whlch aid him in this

basic struggle Rav1c 'S cyn1c1sm is the most important, for
it not only sharpens éa{l_w‘%?”
the feelings and desire ;
h1m splrltually t His cynicism is,notabsolute, however,..

and there is too much of a fundamental humane and sympathetlc

3 _f;th, but also nullifies
'ﬁﬂﬁght otherwise ,have shattered

quality left in hlm to prevent a hardenlng of his personal-
42

i

ity Plso 1mportant to Ravic in- his ,struggle to survive
the'tr1v1al thlngs of life whlqh taken together, form
further barrler agalnst issues damaglng to the Splrlt

7khus the questlon of prlces durlng a sale, or whether one' s

tousin lntends to get marrled become formldable weapons
43
necessary in the attempt to w1thstand splrltual collapse.

Médicine too is . a substantlal aid in Ravic's flght for sur-

“vival. It represents to him order and certalnty in a f&aglle

world, and a sense of pIEClSlon and dlrectlon ln an all too
: o k
precarious existencei‘

.
8 =

Ravic beugte 51ch Uber den Patlentén... ,
Er flthlte den Stahl kdhl durch die ddnnen
e . Handschuhe. Es war gut, ihn zu flhlen.
) E; war gut, aus schwankender Ungewissheit
wieder zu klarer Prazision zu kommen...
Alles wurde pldtzlich einfach. Er flhlte
...Sich selbst wieder. Das sausende laut-

lose Licht. Zu Hause, dachte er. _Endllch'44'

on the other hand, the prospect of achieving revenge for the
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“paris flat.

, hlmself, and a preoccupatlon Wlth the rudimentary buSLness
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torture he had suffered at the hands of the Gestapo is also

a significant factor in his survival. This hope,'a single .

weak light in the darkness of the past, is a particularly

valuable asset in moments: of extreme loneliness and melan-

. 4 s .

choly.. Flnally, a further«source‘of inspiration ln Rav1c's
\q\

lonely exlstence is his affalr with Joan Madou, who, desplte

leav1ng him-to establlsh a relatlonshlp w1th an actor, 1n-

stills into his life, a life descrlbed as a crime in a perlod
46 v

of catastrophe, a sense of" v1ta11ty and deeper purpose,

which eventually results in a rare and fundamental emotlonal‘

¢

‘re awakenlng as he stands one night in the rain before Joan's

47 | : T e

. . 3 v \
Although Rav1c s notion of surv1val signifies a con-

*

5010us retreat from the éack conditions in whlch he flnds

e
of keeping his basic ex1§tence‘1ntact, th§§e exist for'him,

. . . a ' , ) £
however, ultimate standards which may not be abused. Accot
ingly, he réefuses to acquiesce in a situation where human
dignitylsuffers beoause of man's total indifference, passiv-

1ty and armchalr headshaklng in circumstances where the

er051on of fundamental human values is taklng place. Even

i

~ln the depths of 1nd1v1dual wretchedness, he con51ders,

there is much p051t1ve value 'in a man's llfe:

Es war einfach, den Kopf zu schutteln
~und zu finden, man, sollte vernunftlg sein.
; Aber verdammt, es war nicht. einfach! Ein
IS ' Leben war ein Leben; es war nichts wert
~und alles; man konnte -es wegwerfen, das- -
war- auch einfach. Aber warf man damit
nlcht auch...das weg, was verhohnt
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. bespuckt und lacherllch gemacht tagllch
und stindlich, ungefdhr so hiess wie SN
Glaube an Menschllchkelt und Menschheit, - ¢
trotz allem? Ein leeres Leben - das warf
‘man nicht weg wie eine leere Patrone!. Es-

~war immer noch gut genug, um zu kdmpfen,
wenn die Zeit dafir kam End wenn es
gébraucht werden konnte.

This is a s1gn1f1cant passage in which Rav1c stresses the
basic value of existence in any sxtuatlon, and in whlch the

"core of his sentlment is revealed It indicates that he is

IR

ready to oppose 51ckness under more favourable and worth-
whlle condltlons, at he had done in Spain, and that his
inact1v1ty in the 'seedier sectlons of Paris is not necess-

arlly a permanent phase of hlS life. ;
"With the 51ght1n90f Haake in a Paris restaurant these

t »

~indications begin to assume conore&;form. From now on a
definite change occurs in the pattern of*Ravic's aCtivities,

for Haake, in France on clandestlne and non~too frlendly
.49
business for the ‘Nazi government becomes the unsuspectlng

quarry of the man he had tormented”in the early days of
National SOcialist'rule; Yet although the thought of ven-
‘geance had often flred Rav1c s dampened Splrlt ‘he reallzes
now, when analy21ng his motlves for wanting to destroy Haake,

that there is far more at stake than personal revenge:

‘Was glng es ihn noch an? Einer mehr .oder
~weniger.: Elner mehr- oder weniger von Hun-
derttausenden, die ebenso schlimm waren
oder noch schllmmer. Einer weniger. "Er
blieb mit einem Ruck stehen. Das war es!
Das hatte sie gross werden lassen, dass

- man mude wurde, dass man vergessen wollte,
dass man dachte: was geht es mich noch

an? Das war es! Einer weniger! Ja, einer
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v weniger - dgs‘waf“ﬁiohts, aber es war
auch allest! \ - T

¢

In this lnstant Ravic takes the field both agalnst the mal-

e

'1gnant 51ckness pervading and corrupting his own country,

and the comfortable but ‘fatal indifference to its very real
dangers whlch he detects elsewhere in pre-war Europe. After

carefdlly planning'the destruction of Haake, acmatter’in

‘which his expertise fn concealment and surv1val plays no

small part " he achleves his object with an eff1c1ency and

I8 E *

shocklng thoroughness which is especially promlnent in the

© . removal of any. ev1dence which mlght 1mpllcate him in the

deed. The effect it has upon hlm, llke his cynlclsm or his
‘ . 51
illegal medical activity, 1s therapeutlc, but Ravic also

‘kills‘Haake swiftly and coldly with no sense of triumph,

just as if he were completing'another'operation,at Veber's

.-
clinic:

Ich habe ein Vieh ausgeloscht, das es
tausend - und tausendmal schlimmer ver--
dient hat... Er ist erledlgt, und er -
wird keine Menschen mehr gualen, :und
ich habe daruber geschlafen, und es ist .
so weit weg getzt als la%? ich es in
der Zeitung.

'
atd

Arc de Triomphe may be said to consist of two unequal

sections: whidh generally correspond,to the differing major
Loles which Ravic plays in the novel's actlon, and Wthh areyﬁ

separated by the re- emergence of Haake in the latter s sol-

itary existence.. In the. longer openlng section Rav1c, hlS

powers of observatlon sharpened by the constant danger of

s

-
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exposure, by his own bitter experiences and by an expert
\ ,

séientific_mind, is essentially important in_éxposihg the 0

symptoms of decline within a society threatenedwby external

. aggression. Although instances have already been cited in

which this role becomes tlear, perhaps the best exampie

* b

occurs in the second part of the book when Ravic is predom-

"~ inantly occupied with his plan to destroy his former torturer.

At an exclusive costume party one evening with Kate Hegstrom,

another of his few friends, Ravic obsefes the wet faces;

ruined cosmetics-and soaked attire of the select guests as ‘

they seek shelter from & sudden and violent rainstorm:

P 3

‘Ravic blickte umher.; er sah viel Schom-
heit um sich herum; er sah auch Geist

. und - skeptische Klugheit; - -abér sein
Auge’'war ebenso trainiert auf die leich-
ten Zeichen von Kgankhelt, und er wurde
‘nicht leicht getéuscht durch eine per- .. tos
fekte Oberfliché:"” Er wusste, dass eine- '
bestimmte Gesellschaft in allen Jahrhun-
derten,: grossen und kleinen, dieselbe

.~ war .- aber er wusste auch, was Fieber
und Zerfall wat, und er kannte ihre
“Symptome. Laue Promlskuitat, die , _
‘Toleranz der. Schwiche; der 'Sport ohne | . /
‘Stadrke; Geist ohne Diskretion; Witz des
Witzes wegen; Blut,. das mide. war, zer-
funkelt in Ironie, inkleinen Abenteuern,
in schaler Gier, in geschliffenem Fatal- Co

. limus, in matter ZweckIOSLgkelt von ’

hier wurde die. Welt nicht gerettet . Y
werden, ‘dachte er, Aber von wo?

5

-~

The lOOSe, dralned and shallow reallty of the %.Ety society

which Rav1c detects beneath its facade of attrac iveness and

opulence, is in keeping w1th the qulescence and neglectful

" lack of rescolution he encounters ddring hislaustere daily

routine of Parisian life. His analysis of the washed-out



153

.

costumed gathering which in many ways‘might be seen as a
. . microcosi of the Western bourgeois society that Hitler was

soon to menace, indicates: the weakness of the social struc-

.

ture which exists about and above him, and explains in part

the reasons for the lack of actlon in counterlng the threat

,‘that Hltler posed

Y . o
“ Lo

Whlle the phy31c1an-narrator of Ernst WElSS' novel
N . *
Ich-Der Augenzeuge has revealed SOme of the psychological -

-

aspects of social nazification within Germany, Ravic.'exposes

the complacent and/or resourceless meritality elsewhere in

o

Europe‘which was by no means an unimportant factor in the

rapldlty and extent of the 1mpend1ng Nazi mllltary ‘conquest.

- . .

He lays bare both a European 1nd contrnually prepared to

avomd or - postpone any confrontatlon with Nazi Germany desplte

the 1ncrea51ng belllgerency of that country, and a mdod whlch

was perhaps best epltomlzed by the .appeasement pollc1es of

- -

- the Brltlsh Prime Mlnister Chamberlaln and his mlsgulded‘
, j o ﬂ
belief 'in "peace in obr time" - a phrase itself characterist-

%cally suggestive of postponement and lacking any notion of

finality and‘ultimate resolution - while Hitler was clearly
underway with ruthless expansion plans he had originally

' 54 .
\described in Mein:Kampﬁ in 1923, . Ravic's function in ex~-

posing aspects of the inert foreign requnse to theothreat/
of National Socialism,generally recedes, however, in the
iatter part of the novel, where he‘essnmeslwith'the murder
of Haake the role of a destroyer. Yet although Haake‘ha%\

been responsible for Ravic's extreme sufferings of earlier
‘ o ' '
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years, he, as the victim, is not destroyed as the object of
personal revenge, but as the representative of the vicious

evilfthreatening all decent society. Like the physician of

Ich-Der Augenzeuge, Ravic thus takes a stand against the

tyranny of National Socialism, as well as\the extensive

A

apathy he experiences towards it, but as he goes this, the

moral dlfflcultles which had confronted his colleague in
. ‘ 55 _ :
Weiss' novel do not-exist. For Ravic the murder of Haake,

like the rejection of the insensitive cdmpiacency with which
he is surrounded, is a human obllgatlon, and in this sense’

hie brutal deed may be juStlfled ‘as a cllnlcal and correctlve

social measure. i

Slgnlflcant too lS Ravic's representatlve role in Arc

' de Triomphe. Reflectlng in general, as he does, the unhappy .

situatlon of the many 1nd1v1duals and famllles forced’ to
flee from Nazi Germany, Ravic is particularly prominent in

“this functlon in the first part of the novel durlng an 1nc1d—\

. 3
.

ent 1nvolv1ng the French lmmlgratlon authorltles. After

-

assxstlng a woman injured by collap51ng bulldlng scaffolding'

S

whlle on his way to Veber ] Cllnlc, Rav1c attracts the

attention of the pollce who soon discover hlS 1llegal status
in France. fSeht pbefore Leval, a high immigration offlc;al
whose gallbladder, irOnically, he had removed a short yhile
previously, he angrily reveals both the plight of men such
as himself whose sole offence is the rejection'of tyranny,
as weli as ‘the coldness and hypocrisy of other nations which

o . 56
refuse to acknowledge the true situation of German refugees.
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Perhaps the most lmportant aspect of Ravxcls role rné
the novel is .inherent, however, in_ the ex&ems polar nature
of his act1v1t1es, ln whlch the er031on/of individual lrfe
by the brutallty of Natlonal,5001allsm is evident, even be-
yond.the bordeg oflGermanyf‘/ﬁith.the choice of maintaininQA-'
nan’illegal ekistence abroad or of suffering’the conci?tration,
camps of his own country, RaV1c leads a life whlch he&s .lost
much of its norqalcy.: In thls respect the heed pald to other—.
wise insignificant detalls of small Paris cafes and the un—u
lmpOrtant everyday conversatlons of ordlnary‘people in the
" street, the constant self—analy51s, as well of course, as
the deep protectlve c;nlclsm are good examples of the dis-
tortlon of the quallty of Rav1c s - llfe, as, he 1saforced by
c1rcumstances ‘he cannot control 1nto a passive underground
“mbde of existence. The dlstortLOn*ls even more striking,
however, .when Rain'sw1tches go an.actlve role in the novel's
action with hls pursult and/%urder of Haake. As a physician
Ravic is gedlcated/to preserv1ng life, but in order to do
this, or at leastrto attempt to;improve social conditions,

1e must, 1n the case of the . Gestapo official, first destroy.
’The tragedy for ‘Ravic lies in the fact that the corruptlon
ofryaluesrlnltlated by the Nazi regime is extended to its
,:victiﬁs,;who in order to resist, must employ the same brutal
‘methodsfas their persecutor. The polarity manifested ln |
Ravicls_activities - his suppressed static and cynical method

‘of survival, and his sudden exteme and violent active surge -

indicates clearly the'detegioration of the stable humanitarian

-

LR
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”"'personality,at the hands of malevplent historical forges,

" and in this instance Arc de Triomphe, by means of its import-_ ~

~ant sympathy-arousing medical .figure, becomes a significant

AN

\

document in revealing some of the mediate effects of Nationanﬂﬁ

Socialism uéon the individual, as well as, through.the.same
source, éxposingg;ome of the n;gative social circums£ances
which later on playéd no shall part in the military successes
of Hitler" 's armies. 1In the‘final work to be studied in this

chapter, Rplf Hochhuth's drama Der Stellvertreter (1963), the

full horror and grotesque insanity of Hitlgr's ThirdvReEZh'is
made diredtiy eQident, howevér,.in the pefve;se undertakings
of phy5101ans whose humanltarlan xdeals have either been con-
tamlnated by the Nazi racial ideology or by a bizarre eg01sm
which transcends all rational values.57

The cornerstone of Nazi raciélAideology was the belief’
'_“in thegbenetic,superiority of the so—called.Afyan'racial type,

‘which was constantly threatened by inferior racial élements,

of which the Jew was held to be theUmost dangerous. This

.idea isjclearly expreséed by Hitler in Mein Kampf:

Was wir heute an menschlicher Kultur,
an Ereignissen von Kunst, Wissenschaft
und Technik vor uns sehen, ist nahezu
ausschliesslich schdpferisches Produkt
des Ariers. Gerade dlese Tatsache aber.
l3sst den nicht unbegrundeten Rdckschluss ya
zu, dass er allein der  Begrlinder hdheren '
Menschentums Uberhaupt war, mithin den

" Urtyp dessen darstellt, was wir unter
dem Worte "Mensch" verstehen...Den
gewaltigsten Gegensatz zum Arier bildet
der Jude...Er ist und bleibt der typische
Parasit, ein Schmarotzer, der wie ein
schddlicher Bazillus 8ich immer mehr
ausbreitet. Die- erkung sglnes Daselns

P

'
¢
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aber’gleicht ebenfalls der von Schmarot-

L zern: wo er auftritt, stirbt das Wirt- '@g
’ svo%ﬁ nach k{irzerer oder lingerer Zeit '
ab.” %’ ) :

Such notlons,lln conjunctlon w1th the expansxon -and German-
’ lzatlon plans the Nazis had for the Thi%d Relch ultimately

meant the elimination of all those deemed racially lnferlor;

v

to the Aryan~“type, and eventually led, as will be seen} td

the building of huge extermination centres where genocide,

an expression,which had to be invented to fit the enormity

‘of the criminal undertaking, became a vast and accomplished
' 59
industry. Directly.connected with the Nazi racial policies

were elements of a German medical professibn, which since’

1933 had become ‘increasingly enmeshed in the polltlcal deal¢ {
60

ings of the Nazi state. This highly problematic situati0n~

i

had its origins in the years before Nazi rule when, because :
£

1

of the Party's ‘ideal of a pure and strong Germany, &Nph 5
A

emphgsls was placed upon health and fltness, top;cs whlc%

gﬂ/ f
& 613”"’. o A
gramme of the Party as early- as February, 1920. le h thé

' - T - @ _“"‘

Nazi assumption of power thirteen years later, the cﬁnsﬁﬁuencés

T

of’this soon became evident, for health was vital to?

not only as’a means of ensurlng a phy51cally strong anﬁ,glt e
® “’F

*s
military force, but it was also. 1mportant in an 1dedﬂ%@1éal

-

of its tradltlonal ‘humani tarian values.
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o
The initial move in the Nazi state'n absorptionlof
medical .practice constituted a two year reduction in the
lehgth of university medical ‘courses which, together with’
a higher university studentpopulation, produced 19,000 more
“physicians in the firat ten years of Hitler's rule than in
the last ten of the Weimar Republic.62 This occurred des-
"pite the fact that during Republican days claims had been
ade that there had‘been a surp&ua of approxxmately 5,000
doctors. The apparent multitude of medical practitioners
in Hitler's Germany did ‘not, however, necessarily signify
an overall improvement 1n the general quality of Aedical
care‘ Theftwo year shortening of medical study requirements,
the dismissal of several thousand JerSh doctors, as well

%

‘as a decrease in the number of medical sgec1alists and the
4,

designatlon of many doctors to militaryﬁeand other much‘more

"%&nister roles in National Soc1alist med1c1ne "actually left
p 63
“general ‘public less well prov1ded for than before.

-

Furthermore, medicare patients were,deliberately frustrated
/in their efforts to obtain medical certificates, which was

a direct consequence of a government policy deSigned to keep
;Ehe work force active under almost any conditions, and which .
reflected an OfflClal awareness thatt ‘during periods of ~good y
employment, such .as that created by Hitler'5~state, when
positidns were plentiful and secure, absenteeism and missed
working hours" due to minor ailments tended tovproliferate.

\s

The subjection of medical practice to government policy also

E:gnified a- notable decrease 1n§the number bf independent
3 o
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general practltloners, who subsequently suffered a substan- '

»

“tlal reductlon in soc1a1 status. The most 1mportant medlcal

f'posts, on the other hand became those expressly concerned

i

hw1th the Natr\nal SOClallSt pOlltlcal objectlves, in partlc—'
ular those connected w1th the- act1v1t1es of". the SS, whlch
"'were dlrectly llnked to the reg;me 5 racxal 1deology and all

that it lmplled. It was here that medlcal practlce underwent
ltS most grotesque and obscene transormatlon.‘ In order to

secure the purlty and securlty of the Aryan race,'some 359
doctors worked on experxments to: determlne the effects of

poxsonous gases and other chemlcals upon the human body, on -

'prOJects such as mass sterlllzatlon and euthanas;a programmes,

-

Vand most horrlflc of all on methods to lmplement ‘a success-
“ful pollcy of genoc1de agalnst the so-calle§>1nferlor races.
These phy51c1ans represented the ultimate level of evrl in £
the fus10n of med1c1ne and pOlltlcal ldeology, yet as falth—
ful and w1111ng servants of the rullng tatus g in Germany

“they)regarded themselves as defenders and protectors against

: brologlcally 1nferlor, and therefore dlseased social elements
‘ 64
threatenlng thelr ra01al securlty ~ Thus, the major functlon

bf the Natlonal Soc1allst phy5101an was the establlshment and .

malntenance, by the most drastlcally bFutal and 1nhuman means
-lmaglnable, or a pure, and therefore healthy Aryan soclety, "
in accordance w1th the 1deolog1cal objectlves of the Natlonal
Socialist reglme. The tradltlonal practlce of medicine was
ﬂonly tolerated in as far as it dld not 1nterfere with the

« )

,successful executlon of the reglme 's pollc1es, and 51ckness,

N

} .
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\1n the south of these, thd/establlshment at Auschw1tz on

R 160

~the wusual field of activity for medibal’men, was rejected

'as‘a weakness which could not be tolerated; while simultane-

° »eo

"ously extended to encompass all those $o‘“‘~} ® racial’.

elements which did not conform to the N& 1glogical stand-
- ; . . ' : ;
ards of Aryan purlty. k{'. -

L

It ‘was malnly in the conquered eastern terrltorles

of Poland that the practlcal measures to ensure the rac1a1

\

purlty of the Thlrd Relch were carrled out. A chaln of ex-'

<

,termlnatlon and medical "research"fcomplexes was establlshed

»vranging from Stutthof in the north Trebllnka, Chelmno,

Soblbor,vto Maldanek Belzec and anallyrAuschw1tz Blrkenau
. . 6 5

£
;

tﬁégmaln Vlenna-Cracow rallwaf llne,*and formerly the head-

quarters of an Imperlal Austnlan cavalry unlt, was the largest,

and 1n Na21 eyes, the most spccessful centre of human destruc-m
tion: - It came, in fact, to/be regarded "as a form of lndustry,
66

with human belngs ‘as . 1ts wa te product,, and it was here

P

nthat the elegant and outwardly charmlng Dr. Josef Mengele,

who is. apparently Stlll at/large today in Paraguay, selected

‘v1ct1ms for ‘the gas chamb rs w1th flleS of his rldlng whlp,

- / e

and embarked upon a rldlculous but lnhuman study of twins in

order thatvfuture Germa@‘mothers might become‘doubly frurtful_

With facilities far superior to those at the other death

camps, Auschwitz-Birkenau was to account at the height'oﬁ'
its operations during the latter part of the war for the -

e

' . T » R PR D AU B S . '
dail eitermiﬁatron of 12,000 "racially inferior" prisoners.
B Y d . a0 \. P

»ThiSWhorrificvefficiency was eventuallf'tbybe responsible'

. .
R . . D
. . + " s . )

Ve

I I
L3N
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for the murder and complete dlsposal of an estlmated two
' M-
mlllron vxctlms, an. accomplishment whlch iﬂ@the appalllngly

proud termlnology of the camp commandant Rudolf Hdss, made)\v

Auschthz "the greatest human extermlnatlon centre of all .
67 o . _ ‘ : _
time." o S ‘ A ¢

In Der Stellvertreter both the evii of Auschwitz and

the hldeous perver51ons of Nazi medrcrﬁe are full exposed

lee other works of its wrlter, suc “as Soldaten (1968) and

Guerlllas (1970), its bold, sober' g revelatlon of partlcf

ularly tender, controver51al and § oubled phaSes of modern A\

| hlstory has won the réspect of numerous CrlthS throughout
the world Born in the Hessran town of Eschwege ln 1931 and
now re51d1ng in Basle, Hochhuth has wrltten a play which,
accordlng to Erw1n glscator, constltutes one of the few

5fundamental contrlbutrons to the overcomlng ‘of the past, and

st

*-whlch shows that hlstory“whlch hras been written with the

blood of millions of 1nnocent llves.can never become null 2
and VQld 68' The- W1deLy acclalmed and pe!ﬂ‘fméd drama has'

as’ its main background theme the contro;er51al refusal of
rththatican to denounce openly the rac1al pollc1es of Hitler' 'S

Qn
réblme, desplte fjll awareness of what was happenlng in the

8

69

actual death camp 'andvelsewhere. ,Its-leadlng characters

are derlved from actual hlstorlcal flgures, of whom the:

-already—mentione and Stlll 11v1ng crlmlnal doctor Mengele
- 70

is amonq the mos notorious. +  The actlon of the play‘covers
‘the months from'-ugust 1942, the perlod of Germany's greatest

’mllltary expansfon4/4b October 1943,'a tlme when the war had



act take place 1n Auschw1tz 1tself Gerstein;-as the link

_ susp1c1on he 1s regarded both. by Elchmann and the Doktor as

o ,the representatlves of Chrlstlan humanltarlanlsm,‘Rlccardo

:and Gersteln, are flnally confronted and unmasked by the

. Jews. Gerstern, learnlng of thls, had fo%?ed a release ordexj..

. _ . o ‘ | l.62'

|

ceased to go welljfor Hitler. It begins with the appearance

/

in the Berlin papal nunciate of Kurt Gerstein,fthe sS officer

_in charge of ‘the technlcal aspects of the extermlnatlon fac—

: ¥ %

tllltles at the Pollsh death camps“
Desplte hls respon51b111ty Gersteln 1s v1olently

opposed to Hltler s plans for mass genoc1de, and .seeks to

'enllst:the a%d of the Vatican in bringing pressure to,bear

against such‘policies. 0f the church officials he meets,'

- . only cne, Riccardo Fontana, is apparently prepared to give

acti;e_assistance,'andhhevlater supports;Gerstein when the
latter attempts to'further his aims in. Rome. Parallellng
thls llne of actlon ape the act1v1t1es of the SS, whlch are ,
gchlefly represented by the lnfamOLs flgureg'of Elchmann,’

Hirt and the Doktor (Mengele), and which in the play's final

v “".

between these two spheres of dramatlc operatlon, constantly

'appears durlng the play, and whlle apparently not under dlrect

71
belng not strlctly loyal to the Fuhrer S plans.( In the T

'flfth act of. the drama the two sub-plots appear to merge,vas

RY
_Doktor at Auschw1tz. Rlccardo, dl mayﬁﬁ by the tptal 1ack

Tof papal 1n1t1at1ve, had in an aq; of Chrlstlan charlty hlm-‘ﬂ7’

nself gone to Auschw1tz to share the sufferlng of the deported ';;

=

i

;but 1nstead of Rlccardo, had met Jacobson, & Jew he had earller ¢

i
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‘trled to help apd who had assumed the priest's 1deht1ty.

Wlth the appearance of the genulne Riccardo, lt is planned

,Gersteln. These lntentlons are, thwarted, however, by the

l
tha& Jaqobson should continue in- hls ‘disguise and leave with.

o

appearance of the Doktor, who had already met the real Rlc-‘ﬂ‘

'cardo and ‘sent him to. work 1n the Auschw1tz crematorla. In

the- ensulng actlon Rlccardo is shot Gersteln is arrested

Kd

and Jacobson reduced to a helplees wreck, whlle the Doktor

is left trlumphant. The play ends w1th a recordlng of the

_letter sent to g@ in by the German ambassador to ‘the Vatlcan,

\,\f
in whlch the pope s refusal to act in the Jewish questlon is

conflrmed,“and wlth-the grlm'rem;nder - also a recordlng -

that the Auschwitz gas chambers’continued'their‘work’for

”fullest‘capaCity in’thé .destruction of innocent victims.

another'full‘year; attaining in the summer of 1944 their

s

The 51nlster role played by medicine in the worklngs : a

‘of Natlonal Soc1allsm lS well documented 1n Hochhuth's drama .

i i
e

ln the development of the characters of Professor let and

ftae.Doktor;q The former, a: professor at the - "Relchsunlvers-

.,itﬁt" Strassburg where he conducts anatomlcal experlments

fand undertakes the examlnatlon and collectlon of human skulls,

1’

' represents an hlstorlcal flgure ‘whose ldlocy and bestlallty

.': ) 72 :
exceeded that of the majorlty of the SS doctors. .Conv1nced «

' 'ofvthe 1dea of Aryan racial superlorlty, Hirt, durlng a bowl—

)

“lng evening. w1th hls SS colleagues at an early stage in the

"play, deflnes hls hldeous act1v1t1es as benef1c1al to the new

J-‘@Germany,-ln that they prov1de a sc1ent1f1c and Just b551s for .
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the extermination of the so-called inferior races:

‘ "~ Doch wisset Se, anhand d'r Lichtbilder
- nd der Masse des Kopfes ond schliess-
lich des Schidels kdnnet mir en Stross~
burg HAARgenaue vergleichende anatom-
ische Forschunge durchflihre, Rassenzu-
gehbrigkeit, pathologische Erscheinunge
‘d'r Gehirnform und - grosse. - auf EINE -
Formel gebracht- unsere Enkel sollet
- spAter wisse, warom die Endldsung der
- Judefrog auch Wissenschaftlich EINWAND=-
~FREI naturgegeben .ond notwending war.

Because he is conVinced ‘of the value of his scientific

"research“ for the future generations of Germany, Hirt is

f_h.zw

v
-,amaZingly indifferent to the amount of human life.he is des-

‘troying in its- process._ His particular Wish is the head of
a Russian commissary who is to be handed over to him alive,
.an action reflecting a privilege which was actually granted
rby Himmler to any reasonably important s8S doctor7zho required
liVing prisoners "for the purposes of "research". Hirt's
~ political-medical function of explaining and confirming, by
means of the shape and form of modern human skulls, the
eXistence*of supposedly natural laws which would prove the
supremacy of ‘the Aryan racial type is a grotesque distortion
f traditional medical practice, and is well illustrative of

\ v
the imbecilic thinking of a self—styled elite race which,

1

“among Other things, sent an- investigator to the Tibetan ‘iﬁig
’ A %3

mountains to~"discover" the origins of the true Aryan people,

and which linked the anCient Germanic runic script with Jap-

anese ideogrammes in an attempt tggestablish'
. 75 \
_the latter.

yanism of
b
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The act1v1t1es of Professor Hirt whose historlcal
", '
‘prototype was, 1nc1dentg‘ry, never caught at the close of L
the war,'are fﬂggﬁurpassed in thelr horror and lnsanlty, U

o however, by the undertaklngs of the, Doktor, the chief med-

ar

y J& 4cal man at the: Auschw1tz camp. In his own descrlptxons of
thlS character Hochhuth stresses the 1ncomprehen51ble nature .

of a flgure whlch seemlngly represents the 1ncarnatlon of

.

absolute evil, and whlch,must ultlmately defy comparlson

even;with such diabolical men as Heydrlch orwﬁftler.him-
76 , ﬂ R

self. 'As=indicated,brie£1y above, he is based upon the

.ctiminal doctor Josef Mengele who was often to be seen‘;nu-'

- A

" his blatk SS uniform on the unloading ramp at Auschwitz,
from where in a. most charming and avuncular"manner he sent
_ ) \ -

countless men, women and ch;ldren to thelr deaths ln the

*

' -~

\wfs; camp's distant - gas- chambers. lee Mengele, the Doktor con- R

: .-.stantly brandlshes a smail rldlng-whlp whlch is a150 used .'?4

“a . ol

to 1ndlcate the intended vactlms of 1mmedlate death‘on the

o ramp, and he is: also 1nterested in the sane‘ﬂunat;c and -'--/f

vfbestlal study of twins as his hlstorlcal counterpert.i Az{"
far more complex flgure than let the Doktor may only be
-ul&amately understood as functlonlng upon two dlfferent

levels, both of whlch totally negate the tradltlonal human-‘
yltarlan panClpleS ‘of medlclne. : jh "_h7;¢n

B

At Auschw1tz the Dok%}i is 1nvolved in a. study of

" twin blrths, as. well as w1th a sterlllzatlon programme for B

non—Aryan~spouses, and above«nll, w1th the reglme S extermr k%x
"1natlon.poé1c1es.1n Whlch/h¢¥7

B e e

lays a lea%ang rolsb Thus,‘D

"'5‘ ) , :J‘.,.- K ‘

-
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like Hirt, the Doktor has the same political-medical,function
of:preserviné the security of the Aryan race, although his
speolflc duties differ; whereas the former is. concerned with
establlshlng the proof of the need for genocide, the latter

{

1s responsfblé for its successful execution. In this sense

AuschW1tz becomes for the Dokﬁbr a centre for destroylng the

. racial sickness of the Thlrd Reich, and its spec1f1c cure

lies in its crematorla and burning pltS. "Das Feuer .ist ein
717

‘guter Arzt. Das wxrd/den Juden und den Chrlsten ausgluhn.

Unlike Hirt, however, who is’ a grossly mlsgulded but never-

theless avid National Socmallst 1deallst, enthused by what

-

" he is doing, the Doktor derlves little satlsfactlon from the

@

fact that hlS role in the Nazi genocide programme does a
great deal to transform Hitler' s rac1al objectlves rnto .
reality. He is lnstead completely cynical, being interested
in absolutefy nothing and nobody..78 At the bowling session.
mentloned earller he declares, to Hirt's angry surprlse, that

his work llke all her01sm, has been futile, and, when visit-

1n§ Gersteln ‘in the follow1ng scene, he scornfully questions

\Vthe value of. adherlng to a faith or of believing ‘in the future:

"Glauben' Wer glaubt noch an den Glauben - Mensch /und an dle
79
Zukunft'"' A further puzzllng factor is’ his desmre to study

W,
‘”phllOSOphy. ‘During the same v151t to/Gersteln he reveals to

“the latter that hlS real interest Ifes in this subject while

- , 80
med1c1ne remalns for hlm merely: a profes51onal occupatlon.

b‘The 1nd1fference to his "medlcal" act1v1ty, and 1ts pOllthal

P lmpllcatlons, as well as perhaps the 1ncllnatlon to phllosophy'
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is, however, clarified in the fifth act of the drama at

- . ¥ ' .
Auschwitz,.in a series of conversations with Helga, an oper-
ator in the SS signals department, with whom the Doktor

enjoys frequent sexual’reiations,'and, much more notably,

[

with Riccardo. As far as“’ the Doktor is concerned, the

essentlal motive behind the massive destruction of life at
81 i - .

Auschwitz is not the preservation of Aryan racial health,

but a dgrotesque means of provoking an unequivocal answer to

e

the question of whether or not God exigts:

\
Im Grunde gllt meine ganze\Arbelt nur
dieser einen Frage...Ja, ich tue da y
‘wahrhaftig, was ich kann: | .
Ich schicke seit Juli 42, seit fiM®zehn
""Monaten, Werktag wie Sabbat, Menschen
zu Gott. "
P T T
» Ich tat- den Schwur, den aften Herrn so
’ - masslos, so vOollig ohne Mass zu prov-
ozieren, dass er Antwort geben musste.
Sei es auch die negative, die allein,
'wie Stendhal. meinte, ihn noch entschul-
digen kann: ' :
‘ ’ dass er nlcht ex1st1ert,82

7
’
1

This petrifying explanation to Riccardo is indicative of an. ,§%
attitude to religion Which/has long been prbblematic, and in
\the Doktor's subsequent scornful remarks it becomes clear

that his doubts concernlng the existence of God are egcouraged,

if not caused, by the contradlctlons he sees w1th1n

anity itself:

Die Kirche..,die den Mord an Andersde?—
kenden Jahrhundertehindurch im Abend-* :
lande praktiziert hat, spielt sich als
DIE moralische Instanz des Erdteils auf.

‘8 @ 6 8 8 8 0 6 8 6 S 60 00 Qs .S RSP CO LSS0

Erst Ihre Kirche hat gezeigt, dass man
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4 |
: die Menschen verheizen kann wie Koks.

Allein in Spanien habt ihr ohne Kremat-

orien drelhundertfﬁnfz1gtausend Menschen
eingeaschert, fast alle lebendig: DAZU

braucht man - den Beistand Christi. 3 } »

<

‘For the Doktor such an example of human suffering makes the
ex15tence of God hlghly questlonable, and he. subsequently
regards the Chrastlan glorification of paln in the sufferlng
of Jesus as worthless and wlthout substance. Christianity
's'thus rejected as mons trously frlvolous, the Christian
concept of the D1v1n1ty as a mere philosophical trifle, a
result of weak nerves, and the splrltual element in man,.

the soul, asxmeanlngless and prlmltlve.§4 ‘In an effort to /
prov1de a solutlon to his doubts, or, put in another way, to

dlscover whether or not death is merely the prelude to a
higher existence ln the direct presence of God, the,Doktor
accelerates its process in the gas chambers and crematorla

of Anschwitz, The Na21 racial. extermlnatlon programme, being
an ekcellently suitable vehlcle for the executlon of what the
Doktor descrlbes as the boldest experiment ever undertaken,85
1s consequently relegated to the status of a means serv1ng a
.personal end, whereby it loses its~pollt1cal—1deolog1cal
characterlstrcs.u With thHe political objectives of National
Soclallsm ‘thus only of secondary importance to the egoistic
T.an'\d cYnical b&ktér,'thé latter's feelings towards its leaders,
‘servants and lnstltutlons ar%,hardly superlative. According—
ly, Hltler is regarded as a loathsome vegetarlan, Hlmmler as

'a religibus freak who speaks nonsense, the SS colleagues at

nine~hwitz as brutal idiots, and auschwitz itself no longer as
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a centre for curing the racial sickness of the Third Reich,

but as material proof that God does hot exist, and that the

Christiaﬁ'honcepp of the Creation of man is unacceptable:

H3reh Sle [Riccardo] die Antwort: kein

Seufzer kam vom Himmel, kein Seufzer,

seit flnfzehn Monaten, seit ich hier die y
Tourlsten auf Himmelfahrt verschicke. Ty
wahrhaftig: Schopfer, Schdpfung und | ’
Geschdpf SIND widerlegt durch Auschthz,.

Das Leben als Idee ist tot.86

/

The r{;ognltlon that the ex1stence of the world/ cannot be
derlved from. God ‘means that in the Doktor s eyes man is an

1solated personallty constantly overshadowed by an all-

pervading suffering. The Doktqf himsel £, whether or not he

brandishes his,rid%Pg whip on the Auschwitz unloading ramp,

is unable to change this, as he explains to Helga:

»

Ich schaffe Leben ab
und schaffe Leben neu. -
und schaffe immer LEIDEN.
- Die einen leiden, weil ich sie ins Gas, .
- die andern, weil ich sie ins Leben stosSe.87
©

Yet if existence signifies an inescapable suffering in a

désolate, Godless world, thén death, even when not recognised

as such, betokens the only refuge for man and guilt cannot
thus be attributed'to‘the<destroyér of life, but tovits‘

creator:

Es gibt nach dieser Einsicht nur mehr

EINE Schuld: Fluch dem, der Leben schafft. \
“Ich schaffe Leben ab, das’ ist did aktuelle
Humanltég8 die einzige Rettung vor der

Zukunft.
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In the Doktor -] scheme of thlngs the traditional conceptsiof
good and ev11 have no place, ‘and by releasing suffering
humanlty from the mlsery of its empty and polntless reallty,
he becomes, by a grotesque process of loglc, its dellverer.
Thus the escape from paln whlch trad1t10na1 med1ca1 practlce
had often’ succeeded in achleving is here transformed 1nto a

fllght from existence 1tself as the physician's role of a

healer is dlstorted lnto that of a destroyer.~ : ,

.

3
4

A.The Doktor's conclu51ons, whlch for him are. manlfested

2

in the more physical presence of Auschw1tz, explaln, be51des -
hlS obv1ous cyn1c1sm, his materlallsm. No longer protected
by a bellef, elther r611916US or pOlltlcal, he turns to

t'pleasures of amr earthly, physxcal nature such as those he

d

‘Tay experlence with Helga. Even the tr1v1al 51gn1f1cance of
. a noonhour s lovemaklng is fdr greater than -a splritual falth,
. he informs Riccardo, because*lt can. be grasped and apprec1ated

‘ as*something tangible and real:
L ' Das lst ein Trost, ‘der Ihren Glauben auf-
)g@- wiegt, weil man’ ihn wirklich "hat", mit

Herze, Mund und Handen. :
und hier auf Erden, wo man 1hn brauqht.89

®

-

Rellglous values are insignificant for the Dektor, whose own'

aSSldulty has -made” Auschwitz the apparent ultlmate Proof of
their worthlessness. For hlm Aaschw1tz serves as a. symbol
: & -

of the v1ctory(of the ﬂaterlal over the splrltual in an age

- in which the values of tyranny have superseded those of
humanltarlanlsm. His questlon to Rlccardo - "Was berechtlgt

- -

ne Lamahonaahan /Wir 51nd dle Dominikaner
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Ades.technischenaZeitaltexs" - eubstantiates both these latter
points, and emphasizes once - more theggpparent absence of Géd

from the process of human exlstence. Besides his crude

‘6 e *

materialism the Doktor 16 also characterized by an obscene
I

1nterest ‘in the sufferlngs of hls v1ct1ms, and by an evxl

7
) egOLSm.‘ With regard to the former, a reply to Riccardo ls

astonlshlng in its cynlchsm and deprav1ty
ﬁ . | : f . ‘
c«-oo-?o.a-.. Ch Studlere'
zundchst den homo sapiens : gestern sah ich,
, wie .einer ,der Arbeiter im.Krematorium
o, : .unter den Leldhen, die '‘er zerhacken. musg1
‘ seine Frau’ entdeckte < WIE reagierte er?
‘ A , u
c ' ' ' J
Another example of this type of "study" is the Doktor's.

ey

experiment to determineQWhether or not one of the Jewish

women prisoners,will have sexual relations with him despite
t 7 R A 92 L
the knowledge that he has destroyed her children. This

‘perverse>undertaking, wﬁich also constitutes an‘attempt to
establlsh that the Doktor is the supreme authorlty at Aus-
chw1tz93 is, as in the prev1ous case, a shocklng 1nstance
vof sadistic cruelty which well befits Hochhuth's own des-
-crlptlon of his character’as a phenomenon SO completely
removed, not only from normal humane people, but also from
the. SS itself, that he ls no longer truly lmaglnable as a

_ 94
‘human being.

‘The function of the physician in Der Stellvertreter

constitutes a clear departure from the succession of positive,

v

though only partially successful medical figures examined

thus far. Yet on aﬂpoliticai-ideological plane the actions:

.
-
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logic, alao he termed pooitivo in that they are intendad to

produoe a theﬁapeuti? effect. ';'hey obrrespond, as, it were,

to tho ultimate lqgical consequence of the National

ist prencription for rac:.al health, in that they seek out. ﬁ
and degtroy what in Nazi eyes was a source of corruption |

and lnfection endangering the purity of the Aryan race.” p

[

Thus both figures, but partlcularly the Doktor, become ex-
treme manlfestations of a. grotesque medlcal reversal where-
by human SOCxeti”ls "alded“ by the ldentlficatlon of sick—v

ness mxth ceftaln'dfglts own components, which are subsequent-

§ s

ly &llmlnatedﬁgor the beneflt of 'the “healthy 5rema1nder. At

'1the same‘t;mé; however, it is only 1n thls connectlon that
.the*undertakings of both/may lay claim to any degree of
ratlogallty ﬁnd valld;ty.} cherwxset and from a normal
: pdlnt of viewq ﬁlr& &nd the Doktor must ‘be regarded as des-~ '

i

TlR t g
_troyei'sg Tqr Whém the tgadltlonal practlce of med1c1ne has

,-as llttle'relevance as the ilves of the v1ct1ms who suffer
"'b'v,vkal‘ N
under t En the ‘case of the Doktor s 1nd1v1dual'purpose,‘

‘4,. ha

for whlch’he‘may bonvenlently adoptﬂthe Na21 racial doctr1nes,~

and which reates, accordlng to him, hlS role of man's

'%dellvererkﬁrom the paln of an empty and meanlngless EXlStenceyj

the practlce of med1c1ne 13vdlstorted even further.1 In thls

ﬁrlnstance, where the phys1c1an no longer destroys 51ckness -

”t;be it in- the tradltlonal or in. the. just-descrlbed Ldeoldglcal

P
0

sense - ln order to release llfe from sufferlng, but prescrlbesﬂ”
death as the ultlmate cure 'for all humanlty, 1t becomes,»ln/f74

'$fact, completely negated.» The cynlcal nlhlllsm Wthh exudes

cial-‘ ' y

-
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"Vbextermanatloﬁ complexes. The 1nhuman cruelty, the cynlcal '

,_'Soclqliem and 1te materlal symbols of Auschthz and the other>
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from/the charﬁ%ter of the Doktor in the achlevement of. hxs
. o

'74 goal serves, however, to reflect much bf the v151ble nature .

I

”*i]of an age Ln which the evil of Hltler s reglme was allowed

to flourlsh, d 1n whlch the hopelessly‘desolate and futlle -

*situatxon of the 1ndiv1dda1 1ndicated the apparent absence

‘;,

f~;of transcendentaI powers ‘in: the/face of. the zmmlnent and

,temporal horrors of establxshments such\as Auschwltz. The ;
)

rf-goal 1tself the appalllng and demented scheme to challenge‘

“7ﬂ-fGod by the systematlc destruction ‘of countless human belngs

-

llrratlonallty of the Nazl era, for it is. ae obscenely rldlc—‘
' ulous as 1t lS poxntlessly futlle. lmhat God does not exlst

1s no more proved by the atrocltles of the Doktor, than by

’Vfthe unpunlshed plasphemy of a mlmor crlmlnal, or, in fact“

-

uby the posxt1v15tlc demonstratlons of a harmless school—

’ teacher, as Rlccardo lnforms hlstcaptor..r,

R <o ‘ o ‘V;NHA o

_\Sov1el plumpe Roheit ‘=lnur um das zu tun,~,
.was jedem harmlosen Schulmelster ohne * "
solchen BAufwand gellngt, ‘wenn er besch-’
 rinkt genuy ist,. es zu versuchen;

das Unfaesbare hlnwegbewelsen...9 '2- Tt

T . |

L

,fBe51des reqlsterlng the unparalLeled absurdlty of the Na21

NN
5 "

q?perlod the Doktor may also be Sald to rncorporate w1th1n the

N

V dramatlc const‘uctlon of hls Sharacter all the Lngredlents'

»;which together produced the hlstorlcal phenomenon of Natlonal

~

TRy

ff;f“evig qnd nihilist;c destructxgn,.the wicked and 1ntense ,
.dffffcudl&nqa the eoid nnchthistic and.brutal methods,,the megalo—v

e




.

manla and pr1nc1p1e of Lndlv;dual authorltarlan rule, are
96
all condensed into the person of the Auschw1tz'"Se1ekt1erer

Functionlng thus as the personlflcatlon Of‘NaZISN 1tse1f the ‘;
AV
Doktor is portrayed by Hochhuth as a surreallstlc, mythlcal

flgure w1tﬂout equal 1n the sphe{e of exlstlng reallty. One

—_ &

of the most d;abollcal flgures to appear in any drama, his
role,as phy51c1an Ls complex and paradoxlcal and 1t is -

perhaps in the perverse sxtuatlon in whlch the:phys;c1an ;ba-,ﬁ;
R s . »
relleves sufferlng by a process \of mann-murder that t e ﬁ

' W\ L :

Doktor ry true value for thls study is revealed ThlS ultl-

mate dlstortlon of man 's most humanltarlan profe551on remalns

‘a concluslve remlnder of the horrlflc corruptlon and malevolent
A&] ~

lrratlonallty of a reg1me whlch plunged a hlghly developed

EX 1ndustr1al and cultural natlon lnto barbarlsm.




 CHAPTER 1V

* MALEVOLENCE AND INADEQUACY: THE PHYSICIAN'S ROLE IN GERMAN®
. LITERATURE DERICTING ASPECTS OF CONTEMPORARY. SOCIETY

As an'pnvestlgatlon examlnlng the functlon of the -;

doctor—flgure 'in modern German literaeure thh regard to the

‘vacorrespondlng h15tor1ca1 development, this study has, in 1ts

:treatment ‘of the latter, been up to thqs point predoml‘antly

concerned w1th aspects of the national'hlstory of Ger any,

6 v : . -»' N |

‘as opposed to world or even European po ltlcal, oc1aﬁ and

e {,,

econOmlc change. .'In the llterary works to be dlscussed in
,thls f1nal chapter, however, the: type ofaﬁlstorlcal problem o

g,reflected LS far more unlversal and in one category far

‘y more 1ntanglble as well than any 5001al develépment mentloned

thus far. The 51tuatlons mlrrored here»concern~mank1nd at

' lar e and not malnly Just ‘one ra01al group,:and they constlt—'

uté general soc1al phenomena whlch 1n the . flrst 1nstance havef

5

thelr orlglns 1n the modern expan51on of sc1ent1f1c progress,

b.!and in- the second case in more obscure soc1al processes whlch
‘“”have\resulted in what mlght summarlly be descrlbed as the
'allenatlon of thekk\dern 1nd1v1dual S = St
'T'] Wlth regard to the former, the progress.of atomlc
‘_fesearch throuqhout the twentleth century has resulted in

1the development among other thlngs of sophlstlcated hut

totally catastrophlc weaponry. The very nature ofgthls mod-.;

0

'Qrern soc1al problem in- whxch each 1nd1v1dual must shase re-
) < . \

»jfgardless of his race,'creed or- rellglon, has caused the .
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boundarles of modern natlonal hlstory to dlssolv&; as 13 -

shown 1n the followxng words of Jan Knopf, a cr{tic of the‘ ,A

o
»

Ty

de
SWlSS wrlter Friedrlch Dﬁrrenmatt-

=

L3 0

, Durch die totale Konfrontatlon der Super-
michte, durch die Atombombe gibt es keine.
"Geschichte" mehr, keine deutsche, amerlk-
anische, sowgetlsche, schwelzerlsche "
(jedenfalls im polltlsch relevanten Sinn),
gibt es keine Vaterlander mehr und keine ,'] L

, Valker mehr,..sondern nur noch eine durch ;- o

" die gemginsame Bedrohung :verwobene Men-.cf»fnﬁ’7‘~3,
schheit und dureh d;e gemelnsame Bedrohung - nntd
verwobene Staaten. ‘Aus die totalen Kon- -:
frontation ist eine totale Geschichte '
geworden, Weltgesehlchte 1n elnem neuen -
Slnn.- P T S o S

',leoshlma angd Nagasa,l ln the last days of the Second World :

: q&
fWar._\Nowadays, w1th ‘the polltlsal, 1deolog1pal and‘ﬁlllt*aﬁ
- « R -
ary confrontatlon of East and West, an% w1th the avallabllltyff

of nuclear weapons whlch would make even the bombs of leo-::f

shima and Nagasak1 obsolete, the concept of an all—embrac1ng,{

»

nuclear holocaust lS unlversally partlcularly promlnent in oy

human consc14usness, a fact wh}ch is espec1ally ev1dent in

mass-movements such as. the “Campalgn for Nuclear Dlsarmament“:'

[N

-dn Great Brltaln, and in the protestlng voxces of numerous_'
3 .
ysc1entldE§ and 1ntellectuals throughout the Werd ~ The

~,problemath)consequences of atomlc research are also re—..
; “~
,flected 1n notable modern drama such as Carl Zuckmayer s

;ngas Kalte Llcht (1955)‘ ln whlch a refugee nuclear SCIGntlSt

N



becomes entanglep in; communist esplonage, Heinz Klpp-

hardt's In der Sache J+R. Oppenhelmer (l964), in which the

theme of the responsibillty of the modern nuclear sclentlst
tQ soc1ety at large is taken up,,and Frledrlch Durrenmatt'

Die Phy51ker (l962) 1n whrch the threat to world securlty

posed by nuclear physzcs 1s manifested in the flguqe of an

'g’_lnsane woman psychiatrlst, and whlch consequently, w111 be “
‘ +
the flrst llterary work to be examlned » thls chapter.

e

”Lg; Dle Physxker,‘a twoeact play in. whlch the basic

R ]
f_ez;.v s oﬂ cla.ssxcal drama are present, appeared in the
A ,

. Y,

o m;dst'of a. vefygdellppﬁe “erlod, ln which the world pollt-

ythe symptoms of a full—scale

w1y
U _,

lcal 51tuat10n took om: a;

A

ﬂ_confllct between the two nug{ear superb!?wers of the age,
’ the Unlted States ‘and éhe Sov1et Unr@n. *Durlng &he early

w-nineteen~sixt1es three major 1n01dents 1nVo1v1ng tHE twodu
v R
countrles greatly lncreased the pOSSlblllty of catastrophlg

A

nuclear war.g In 1960 the loss df an. Amerlcan U—2 spy—plane =

' over Sov1et terrltory revealed the lnteﬁtlon of the Unlted
A

| States to keep the communlst power under close. survelllance,:
.‘f_lntenSLfleP‘the Ru551an mlstrust of the West, and wrecked

g /)
a v1tal four-power summlt conference 1n Parls. ThlS was

followed An: August 1961 by the erectlon by the Ru551ans and
the East Germans of the Berlln wall whlch severed all 11nks S
, L TR
3 fhe-ween‘the two halves of the c;ty, nd whlch prompted ‘the

mayor of‘West Berlléito demand of the Amerlcans that they

‘.‘h_ . t

“;'dlsmantle 1tlby force. Flnally, there occfnrediln?the
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States was prepared apparently at any cOst,_to prevent

f'the placement of Soviet rocket -sites on. the Carlbbean 1sland. ‘E.

»

"Throughout.thng troubled perlod both super-powers escalated‘
their productlon of atomlc weapons, so that as early as 1963
it could be estlmated tha the Unlted States had an overklll

., K

capac1ty» the means Of destroylng an opponent more than T

. a 6 .
atlng an enemy 145 tlmes over.,' " Such the

. polltlcal srtuatf%n when Durrenmatt“s pla: &
‘began to beﬁberfofmed.,~ 'fl,.“‘ Jonoe'aihii ff‘:uccessfhlh

‘onrk which has 51nce-¢ece' zh_ *Kernational aoclaim, and;it
fiSpsupplemented by what: fl ftt has termed the 21 Punkte .

ﬂgfn sone of the playwrlght s R

den, Physrkern, Whlch co
o *st fundamental 1deas, and whlch are 1ndlspensable to a
‘ 7 : o
proper understandlng of the play._

The settlng of the drama lS a#atlc asylum run by -
the hunchbacked splnster, Frauleln Doﬁtor Mathllde von Zahnd
Her patlents are the three apgarently 1nsane phys1c1sts' |
Ernestl, who calls hlmself Elnsteln, Beutler, who lmaglnes

he. r5m81re§§aac Newton; and Moblus, who thlnks he has v1510ns_'

‘.

’3qf,K;ng Solomon. Each’ of these has murdered, or w1ll murder

°

his nurse\ the“reason bELDg the. same 1n-each case, that none.

b
l,»}

‘of them are ln fact 1mpane, and that thelr nurses have begun
a

to uncover_thex?'true J.ntentlons, whlg; are as follows. O

Moblus, having lscovered the ultlmate secrets oﬁ>nuclearv'

phy51cs has conflned himself to the asylum ln an attempt

to dxsappear from socxety so that hls discovpry thh 1ts

.m

, . - .‘ . A . - ;:_: . & B a
b oA - . : : S . A -
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. potentlally dlsastrous‘consequences mlght never,be &xgloxted o
'Ernestl and,Beutler, however, are two agents employed by
il

;opposlng(great powers who ha@e learned of the exlstence of

Mdblus"secret together w1th hlS whereabouts. Assumlng the‘}{
'roles of madmen, they have entefed the asylum in- order to,,_f
.gain pOSSBSSlon of MBbluS' kno’ledge. ‘After all three phys~

1c1$ts (Ernestl and Beutler are also in reallty two nuclear

R 2

_sc1ent1sts whose real names are Elsler and Kllton respectlve-

X4

::ly) ‘have’ confronted each other and rev aled thelr true 1dent- )

,.1tres, they agree that the secrets whléﬁ Moblus has uncovered
_ ‘T@%
constltute too great a danger for‘Mankéxd,‘i§d they subsequent-

-

vly announce thelr 1ntentlon to remaln in thelr adopted roles
Jad A @,,
b
of lunatlcs in order to safeguard them; At thls polnt Durren-

matt 1ntroduces iﬁflnal 1ron1c tw1st. oFrauleln v;i;.‘
. Ve S

bassert§'that she has - v151ons of Klng Solomon; has long since

" been aware of . the true mental state and ldentlty of her

<

vpatlents, has copled Moblus' manuscrlpts, has planned that

the phys1c1sts would murder their nurses,.therehy entqapplng A
; ¥ ’
A them even deeper in her grasP, and now, hav1ng achleved all

thls, has the world at her merpy ﬁhrough the explOLtatlon of

_;» Moblus' dlscovery. The play then ends w1th each of the phys—

1c1sts revertlng to hlS orlglnal lmaglnary role and dlsappear-
.lng to hlS rbom at. the asylum g‘ Ry ;F5' '

Thus the theme of the crlmlnal doctor, ﬁhlch appeared

';so blatantly rn Hochhuth‘s Der Stellvertreter, 1smpont1nued

’ ;:here in- the person of Frauleln von Zahnd, who flrst appears

~gshortly after the murder of the-second nurse._ With almost

L [4 : o ":“f ;* s .-"‘: ‘“,. " i o
P RO St SR EE T RIS TR I A it SRVR R

B -;:};3 )
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her first word she describes ‘hexself as 3 hopeleSsly romantlc
9
phllanthroplst, but an endulngAFemark ch&frning the 1dent1ty

of her pat;ents made to the pollce offlcer ithstigatlng the

w. ‘
nurse's death ‘"Fur wen Slch meine Patienten halten, besthme
. 10 .
f,hich". Vo= may be sald to causi some speculatﬁin already s to-
vuwli he;‘fiﬁl role in hhe drama.; Furthermbre, although 1nxt1ally"

there is muqh to suggest that Frauleln von Zahnd is a. normal
,5' ll .
th true- concern for her patlents,~ there are

psyéglatrisi Wi

occa31ons, well before her flnal revelatloﬁ wheﬁ“the "111—

‘Dn"\‘» -
RAET

"'.us1on" suffered by Moblus sgems to 1nvolve her dlrectiy To :
the m1ssronary Rose who has h!;rred Mobbus former w1fe;.
-ande;ho~assesses ‘the phySlClst s VlSlonS of Klng Solomon asﬁ
amsad, regretful chfUSIOn, she reacts‘in an 1rr1tated and

reproachful manner~ ‘"Ihr strammes Urtell erstaunt mlch e1n v'

-

~ wenlgy Herr~M15910nar Rose._ Als Theologe mussen Sie doch
. o . a , .12
.7 lmmerhln mlt der Mogllchkelt eines Wunders - -rechnen.," . The

b TR

i-‘f‘ . fact that in thls 1nstance the vxsron of‘Soldmon appears to -
Lt A a : Y :
v, pl&& posxtlve fole ln'the doctor s act1v1t1es is detected,

%

by Chrlstlan Jauslln, who sees such a view relnforced by

v?-_ Frauleln von Zahnd's later reactlon to Moblus xplanatlon
: 13 ' A ‘

of the”murder of hls nurse- '

;Moblus. ,7’ Konlg Salomo befahl. es.‘»x'

R - Frl. Doktor. Der Kdnig Salomo. Lo

cel LR . (sie setzt sich wieder. Schwerfalllg. Bleiih)

' SR R Seine Majestat ordnete den Mord an.

9

: LTI : "&;, "
B ‘ - L}
Elsewhere, the lmpre551on that Frauleln ‘von Zahnd is not as .

(Y

normal ‘as at flrst mlght seem 1s p0551bly created by her words

J"‘ -

to. the pollce Lnspector concernlng the age of her famlly and

‘ "‘r' N ~ o N * I -



LSle und lachte."”

”'l"?w{ :

her own spiritual condition,

Moblus' nurse tQ the latter shortly before her mu

15

16

,(/ﬁ‘

181 .

and ‘by.a remark made by
}der. “Sle

selbst [Fr&ulexn’\on Zahnd] sei verruckter ‘als Sie, erklarte

In the ﬁegond act of the drama the-true hature of

;Frauleln Doktor’vbn Zahnd 15 revealed Accompanle& by black-

fclad attendants“wearlng ‘caps and armed with plStOlS,

&

3;@‘ ]

-
-

ok

S .
o

-;“d;SCloses thedbx &@ of her insanlty. :

T ol \"‘Q%

Auch g ist der goldene Konlg Salomo,
ersgc] Ren.

Er bef lamlr, ‘Mdbius abzusetzen und an

meln Batlent. Ich konnte mit ihm. tun,

. .was ich wollte. “Ich betaubte ihn, jahre-
lang, immer wieder, ‘und photokopierte die

Aufzelchnungen des goldenen Kanlgs,l is
ich auch dle Letzten Selten besass.

‘she

j"selne¥MStelle zZu herrschen. "Ich gehorchte
dem-Betehl. " Ich war Arztln ‘und Mobius

~

In her lnsanlty, however the hunchbécked pSychlatrlst ex-

hé%lts a ruthless and deep cunnlng, which 1s clear in her

>

explanatlonsto Mbbxus and to the three phy51c15ts as a group-~

v we

. Durch Ihren Mord.

‘.i"blc"....l-........Q.l........‘..l.l..

sie sind machtlos, Mdbius. Auch wenn
Thre Stimme in die Welt hlnausdrénge,

'>wurde man Thnen rnicht glauben. ' Denn

f4r die Offentlichkedt.sind Sie nichts
anderes als ein gefahrlicher Verruckter.

-

Ich musste euch unschddlich machen.

. Durch ‘eure ‘Morde. 1Ich hetzte die drei

Krankenschwestern "auf euch. Mit eurem
Handeln konnte ich rechnen. Ihr waret

. bestimmbar wie Automaten und habt o,

. get6tet wie- Henker. S £ .

Thus desplte Jan Knopf'

A

“.a, L . r v .

s statement to the contrary, the

Tmurders of the: three nurses are extremely srgnlflcant 1n.

br
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that they form ‘an” Lntegral part of Fr&ulein von Zahnd's plan
19
for eventual world domanatlon. In trlumphant terms she

descrlbes how this 1s to be achleVed by the exploxtatlon of

M3bius' ghhgerous dlscovery

Ich beutete zuerst nur wenlge Erflndungen .~
. aus, das ndtige Kapital anzusammeln.
pann grindete ich Rlesenwerke, erstand
eine Fabrik um die ‘andere und baute einel
machtlgen Trust auf.
\

Mein Trust wird herrschen, die Lander,

die Kontinente erobern, das sonnensystem

ausbeuten, nach dem Andromedanebel fahren.
Die Rechnung’ ist aufgegangen. Nicht zu
‘Gunsten der Wely, aber 2zu Gunsten einer
alten, buckllgen Jungfrau.

Such then, is the p051txon of the doctor-figure.at the close3

of Durrenmatt s drama. Fr&uleln von 2ahnd, an insane, eyil

o e

and megalomanlc character, may hold the world to ransoﬁf,
o

and succeed in 1t because the tremendous power ‘of the ulti-
mate nuclear dlscovery lles solely within her grasp. It
remains now to uncover the essentlal detalls of this function-
al éituation. "

In the view of Kurt J. Fickert the mad psychiatrist of

y
ied in so many of the dramatlc personae in
21
Durrenmatt» This quallty is seen by hlm to exist even in

--Die Phy51ker§represents up, to a 901nt *that anathema to true

justlce embo

the- Frauleln Doktor s name, whlch refersvto "teeth" whlch
22
~in turn are llnked blbllcally to' the concept Of justlce. :

" Wwhen 1inked with the notion of retrlbutlon, however, the

“just“ quallty of the hunchback spinster may in one paradox-

fical way be said to assume a more posxt%ve form. In'points

3
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O
.17 and 18 of his postscrlptto the play Dﬁtrenmatt writes

that a problem that concerns all may onlg\be solved by all,

L

and that any attempt by an individual to 1ntervene, must,
23
fail ~In point 16 hae, has the follow1ng to say. "Der

Inhalt der Physxk geht die Phystker an, die Ausw1rkung alle
124
AMenschen. ‘By attempting unllaterally to ellmlnate the

dllemma which his nuclear researches have caused for all of

mankingd, M&blus has transgressed these ldeas and has thus
7&4} o ' .@-
betrayed his true obllgatlon\ whlch lmplles nothlng less

N

than the transformatlon of 1nd1v1dual into collectlve res-

ponsibflity for the consequences of his dlscovery. ‘Instead,

Mdbius has attempted to bury hlS fateful know 14 der the

guise of madness,'and thus must suffe%\the retrlhutlve con-

seguences of his error. The nature of this failure is best

e

illuminated in the words of the Fraulein Doktor when'speaklné

of his secret: fDenn was ihm offenbart worden war, ist kein
Geheimnis., Weil'es.denkbar ist. Alles Denkbare w1rd einmal
gedacht. Jetzt oder in der Zukunft." = Because a monopoly

of knowledge can only ‘exist temporarlly, prlvate discoveries

e 3

of potentlally unlverséi 51gn1f1cance are ultlmately the

prOperty of all, and thus ngwlnd1v1dual has the power, let

alone the mpralmrlght, to -keep them to hlmself. To attempt

to. do this w111 incur disaster. .As the agent transiorang

R
thi's warnlng into reality, however, Frauleln von Zahnd, with
the SUCCeSSful sflenc1ng (by, V1rtue oﬁ thelr own murderous

acts) of the three phy5101sts, has herself come ifto sole

POSS&SSlOn of a world—embrac1ng dlscovery, therehy turnlng

L3

. . o S S Ty
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- her own appraisal of Mabius' situation into paradoxr The
type of power she may exercise througg‘it is initially ind— .
icated by the various portraits which hang in the drawing |
room of the asylum. .These, paintings of the FrSuleln Doktor s'
ancestors, show a politic1an, a buSLness magnate and a general,
and reveal the three facets - the politlcal \the economlc and
the mllitary - which together make up the absolute authorrty
that she has at her disposal. Further andlcations of the .
nature of the latter are provzded by the Nazl-style ;nnuendp /ﬁ

and black—garbed armed and capped appearance of the asylum s ("

new warders, and by the new  iwon bars whlch cover its w1ndows.'

N 7\
o

In Theaterprobleme Durrenmatt’descrzbes the phenomenon of S

modern authorlty as belng vlsxble only to the most llmlted  : \’
extent, because 11ke an 1cebe§gkthe largest part is 1mmersed 1\’
in anonymlty and abstractlon. ° ;To the mllllons who Wlll | \/ \y
now be subjected to the insane splnster s rule, all that w1ll 5
’ be seen of the rdilng power Wlll be the’ 1ower off1c1als.of
'the qﬁuntless subd1v131ons cOntalned w1th1n t?e 1htr1cate ’
hleraréhy of her vast cartel so that, llke an iceberg, only
a very small fractron of the whole Wlll remain readlly app- -
roachable. Be51des 1ncgrporat1 Q t e ;ssence of modern

autho ty within her person, Fra leln von Zahnd also person—'y

¢ ® /

ifies what for DurrenmaSk constlthtes a fundamental 1nter e@ 1§
. ¢ N ‘} !
venlng force in human ex1stence \the force of phance. In,- Y ‘

R

,polnt 9 of 21 Punkte zu den Phy91kern'hk*descrrbeshow'ahd

-

when chance may affept mano E et o

»
-

-

- ’,’f‘ Planm3581g vorgehende Ménscheh wollen"'
« ein bestlmmtes Zlel errel hen. Der’
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1)
W

; Zufall trifft sie dann am schiimmsten, , Y
wenn.sie durch ihn das Gegenteil ihres '
‘Ziels er¥eichen: ‘Das, was sie. befd 59 -
teten, was sie zu vermeiden auchen.

» Here chance is assessed\as an agent. which may‘destrdy even [1
v

';

the“most carefully calculated \lans that man might make, S0
that man, having ultlmataly no‘more control over hlS actiogi“
than a puppet-flgure, than an “AutOmat“ is contlnually sub=-
ject to inexpllcable and dften mdllgn forces which can divert

and‘redlrect his path. Frau ein von Zahnd, whose lnterventlon"

N

:completely thﬁitts the ingeniQus and wholly Self-sacrlflc1al
v 1ntent10ns of A%blus, trans forping them into absurdity as
'[the physic1et's return to madness at the end o f the drana |
emphasnags, fulflls this role absolutely.28 ‘ a | | '
: S ““‘fhe most lmmedlate lmpre551on crea:;d by the.Frauleln Y

' Doktor is, . however,‘by Vlrtue df her stunted physxcal appear—

ance and her lnsane clarm that her accompllshment had been

¥
2

sanctloned and comm1551oned by Klng Solomon, that of the
: *grotesque. For Jauslln she is s;mxlar in thls sense to the.
fhgure of Clalre Zachanasslan Ln»Durrenmatt S, earller play

Der Besuch der alten Dame (1956), and becomes a‘non-earthly

i ,‘belng able to determine both the welfare and the sufferlng
L . 29 . ;
"oltébf ma lnd‘\S . As a'non—earthlz belng she subsequently becomes .
me
.‘\

g Bran e
§ T
5 “Diired ¥ the sa

o --.“ i

N f&,lon of ev1l\wh1ch is llnked to absolute power - all'of“

.
) ‘ v
B

Crltlc a world—governlng pr1n01ple and an lncarn-

xﬂ‘.thh'ch is tronqu remlnlsclent of Hochhuth's descrlptzon of

&
the notorlous Doktor in Der Stellvertreter. Whlle, on the

/

one hand, there xs certalnLy much that dlstlngulshes the o

" "_



.,uwﬁdoe. ‘xiag' ig Jauilin 13 corxeut in the‘qgnner ‘in wnich ‘

.~;se1f ‘to be transfoxméd in such a manner.

"h;moékymetlculous plan.v She 1ncbrpcrates the "monstrous“ asp—-‘

.

fthe two figures are empLoyed by their creators. Ahsuming

‘that Jaustin s'dequ%;ptfon,of Fr&ulein von Zahnd is vglid,'}
.{then, like the noktor, :he appnata au mythical peruonaqe‘.\
"‘who, whilF not belonging to the tangible; comprehenslhle ) “
world, symbolizes within it the abstract and inconceivabLe

forces which seemingly domlnate lt., In Theategprobleme

S

Durrenmatt defines the purpose of dramatic Qritlng as trane- 3

. ‘form;ng everythlng lnto the immedlate, the vislble, and the

L'

sensual with the Stxpulatxon thqt not every hlng allows it N

3L :

v’In other words, :'
reallty is to be brought before the auﬂiencp in lts mosﬁ

'lmmedlate Vlsible form, with the reservathn that thls mlght

\vnot a}ways be poss1ble, for; das 1s elsewhere indlcated 1n

{iTheaterproblem_, and in 21 Punkte zu den Phy31kern,'r ality
; = o327
, appears for: the wrlter as a maleuolent puzzle and pa adox.‘ f .

-

@ X

Iﬂ order to 1mpress thls upon hl# audience, Durren

the devmce of flgures such as the Frauleln Poktor,

— - L5 |

" the characteristlce of’ hls negetlve worldhpercep 1on are

~ crysta1l1zed & She, the mentor of. the psycholovically sxck,;j' ,;

f%wbo is barsgéf 1nsane, yet who has ach&evéa world domlnatlonJ

Symboilzes,the paradoxlcal nature of real ty.;gShe coné%;tutes
! .
’the 1nv1elb111ty of fateful chanée Wthh @ay upset even the~q‘

[ »

. edt _,"d;e welt als ein,Ungeheures”r¥ "das/,chrecklxche':f)f'

) - .‘,._ L 33 . \ —_
hxnter den Kplxssen“ s of mgéern_e§e§§9§gér_ﬂﬁl°hfiS indfc-

"-’ .

REN DV faoy '
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ated both by her brutal malevolence, as- well as by her ab-
N . ‘ T8 R
'normal stunted phy51cal growth.‘ In this deplctlon of Frau—’ /
[N ‘\.‘ ’ -“f’;

leln yon Zahnd the’ element of the grotesque is extremely

51gn1f1cant for it fotms the readlly perceptlble means of

o~ .

'transforming into the, v131ble that whlch Durrenmatt may
34 ; -
detect ‘in the 1nv131ble. Put in another way, as. the incar-

F

natlon of lnexpllcable threatenlng forces whlch contlnually
' m

Jeopardlze all human act1v1ty, she appears essantlally as a
mythlcal flgure, but the eSSence of thlS quallty, the form _.
in whlch it ltself emerges, lethe grotesque. In conclus1on \
,sheals, in her ggotesqueness, the vehlcle by whlch Duzren- t
mattxbrlngs hls problematlc concept of real;ty anto the con—”

'sc10usness of his readers. .

Die Phy51ker exhlblts the employment of an excellent“;

,toplcal means —”the hlghly crltlcal perlod of the nuclear

age in-® the 1ate 1950 s and the early 1960's --by Whlch to
present the precarlous 51tuatloﬁ 1n whlch man exists. In 1t
’ the problem of the reSpon51b111ty of the nuclear phy51c1st
'appears as a typlcal human dllemma for whlch .not man hlmself,
but the lmpermeable powers to whlch he is seemingly subject,
w111 have the flnal say. The play is a good example of what
'Durrenmatt feels the modern,human 51tuat1on to be, but an

' ‘even. more strlklng dellneatlon of this is given in his earlier .

wor} Die Ehe des Herrn M1551551p 51952), in Whlch the phys-
_ ic1én, far from 1ncorporat1ng those lncomprehen51ble elements

, whlch turn all human endeavour to absurdlty, is himself re-
=]

duced to farc1ca11ty by forces he cannot really understand.

7
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Befb;\&glscusslng thls play, however, ‘it seems useful to

‘fexamlne in more open terms‘what it mlght be that wrrters S

\ '

such as Dﬁrrenmatt appear'to experxence when con91der1ng ,

N
modern ex1stence. \\\

The enlgmatlc, dlssatlsfylng nature of modern soc1ety

is a common theme among contemporary CrlthS and hen of '*,

4

'
[

.iletters. Thus the opaque nature of human exlstence exp05ed

a

iby Durrenmatt is also valld for example, for Erich Franzen

for whom the force-field surroundlng man today is’ only 1den-’s(

>~

tlflable as an abstract 1mage, whlch may b . seen as a. con-

\

hsequence of the multl-dlmen31onal and 51'u1t' eously'atOmlzed

world in whlch man exists, and of the £2 ct t man has_re-
placed hlS naturaL env1ronment thh a te'hnlcally constructedﬁ
- 35 :
one. Leo Kofler, descrlblng what for h'm are’ the causes
. .
‘pf what he terms the enormous malalse of - ,grn/eonsifousness,
has a similar view: L~-f“ f' }' \_ "
R “ \‘ 7
, Mit der grundlegenden Veranderung de
.Lebens als Folge der. fortschreitenden
‘Industrialisierung, spe21allstlschen : .
Mechanisierung und Vermassung wird die L
Lebenssituation des einzelnen,, Ind1v1duums .
immer undurch51cht1ger. Das Schrpksal L '
erscheint zunehmend als eine,gleichsam ’ '
mystlsche Gewalt, als etwas mehr oder o P
weniger Unbeelnflussbares und’ "Ubermen- ¢ :
-schllches . Das Einzelschicksal scheint
=gegenuber dleser neuen und unheimlichen
Gewalt an Bedeutung zu. verlieren, Es" e
" bleibt nur so weit ‘interessant, als es’
L zum w1chtlgsten Darstellungsmlttel des .-
| allgemeinen und bedrohlichen Schlcksals .
BT wird.36 ., _ ' J : 4 - :
Vo : 3 : ' o R T Q
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Ix Dirrenmatt's Friedrich Schiller  these ideas find.in turn

' 3 } . g .
a highly $imilarecho: . . ot .



rea\Ty taken to mean?

9
’ ) " N oA

L Die Welt hat 51ch nlcht 80 sehr .durch

ihre politischen Revolutionen. verandert,

...sonde;p durch -di

- schheit ins- Milliardenhafte, durch d1e : o .

v

»

ie Explosion der Men=-. -

- ' ‘notwendige Aufrichtung der Maschlnenwelt,v ‘ />///( ‘
: o durch die zwangslauflge VerWandlung der ! t-~;,/
e Vaterlander in Staaten, der. Volker in , - :

. fMassen, der Vatgrlandsllebe in 'eine Treue _
.der Firma gegenuber.. Der alte Glaubensatz - .
der Revolutlonare, dass der Mensch die '

Welt vkrandern musse und kdnne, ist fir

. den. ‘einzelnen unre
Far den einzelnen bleibt, di€ Ohnmacht,:

das Gefuhl, ﬁbergangen zu werden, ‘micht

mehr elnschrelten,
untertauchen Zu mussen, um nicht unter—»

zugehen. ..

R

1nd1v1dua1, a process whlch,

organlsatlon of the masses,

dlisierbar geworden.. .’

mltbestlmmen zu kbnnen,

-

ElSewhere, Benno von Wiese speaks of the isolation of the

with the 51mu1taneous mechanlcal

has been forced to the point
. 38°

where no communlcatlen between cne and another exists, and

for Hans Joachlm Schrlmpf the 1nd1v1dual destiny in the modern

world whether w1tt1ng
/

Iy or

not, lS determlned by external

factors and restrlcted, with th result that its 1solatlon

39

must unavoxdably lead to llluSLOnary self—deceptlon.

[

To state that the pro

b lems of SOClety originate from

‘the technlcal 1ndustr1allsat1 n and lmpenetrable anonymity

of the modern world—system is, however, only generally def—

1nrt1ve. What can such c

4

0.
One

omments as those glve& above be

. cause for modern dlssatlsfactlon ,

and lnsecurlty could lie in the phenomenon of modern labour,

in whlch the 1nd1v1dua

1 worker very often lS not in“a p051tlon

. to apprec1ate the end product of hls labours, so-that, as

Gunther Anders puts it, action has become merely another form

41

-

of passivity. It mlght also be sald that man nowgdays has

-«
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™

been lnstrumental in creatlng an env1ronment which has

)

,assumed characterlstlcs that can ‘no’ longer be understood',»mf

.or controlled by the’ 1nd1v1dual. Such a 51tuatlon would
vresult in the increasxng relmance of the 1nd1v1dualvupbn )
spec1a11zed knowledge»and,technlques in order to proceed
Mlth the affairs of dally llfe, and hence 1n the dlscomfort-
lng thought that ever—lncreaSLng gaps would appear ln hrs ﬂ‘

knowledge of hlS environment. Another reason\for dlscomfont

mlght be found in the modern bureaucratlc process whereby

the power of responSLblllty and the right to make- decxslons_'

v,

As not only taken from the 1nd1v1dual¥-but carried out. at a

level far beyond hlm by an 1nV151ble authorlty for whom he
o HEF }
is seemingly merely a dlglt in a computer 1ndex. However

the problem is plnpOLnted, it 1s clear that it is neither .} R

superf1c1al, nor is it in a totalk sense readlly deflnable.'

Moreover, it is not at all clear that the averagelindividUal,b

2
\

[

'constantly focuses on it.in his thoughts. To a large extent,

~to state that modern man's dlfflcultles stem from‘ he fact

’
. B

that he has no basxc framework of understandlng with which ~

to cope w1th the lntrlcate totallty of the modern world

remalns the problem of a deeper-seelng mlnorlty, ln which -

) -

llterary men, w1th whose works this investigation is prlmar-

42

ily concerned, play an;lmportantkrole. The effect in lit-

®

erary'works of“suCh an awareness.as.has just been described

. has already been seen 1n the unfortunate SLtuatlon of Mbbius

<

rp Dle Physxker. For Kofler the- type of helpless 51tuatlon

in whlch thls character flnds himself would appear tovbe the

.D

B
"/



result of a 1ost sense of tota

the creatlve wrlter himself, i

perlences, end»whlch he acknow

‘of the meenetrable threatenxn

lons of hlS characters- ;“Dle

geschlchtllche unquXLStentlel

4

vefschwindet selbsﬁVerstandlmc

des Kﬁnstlers, sdndern w1rd...

’

und schlckSalhaften Hlntergrun

unverstandllche und lrratlonal
43
bewannt 5 For Franzeﬁ the 1

rife, Whlch would be the resul!
human ex15tence, would 1n_:he

unlgy of the dramatlc actlon-

, AN \
'~Durch7den Verlust ei
Weltgefuhls, das sic
an eine metaphysxsch
an- denNHegelschen We
Cwird auch die Einhei!
Handlung z&rstdrt.
~+, - auf die Erfahrung ei
-, ' Existenz, in der das
o erlndllcher Krafte. -z
Ganzen zusammenwuChs
Erfahrung ist uns he

- Die Krafte .die auf
“isolierte rossen,_d
. in einer mathematisc
* nicht im Gleichnis e
Bahnenhandlung verei
Damit sind die Grund
»erschuttert. Statt
absoluter M3chte, di

191
llty in: modern llfe, whlch

\- *
n thls case Durrenmatt, ex—

ledges in. the constructlon
g backdrop to the futlle act-:
Totalltat als der elgentllche

le Selnsgrund des Menschen

h nxcht ganz aus dem Denken
umgeblldet zum unhelmllchen

d, der...selne 1m letzten
-bedrohllche Selbstandlgkelt
oss of a unlfled outlook upon
t of an absence of totallty in

case of drama, destroy thi
”
- ' ‘_‘A’ ot 4 ;

nes einheitlichen

h auf 'den Glauben

e Weltordnung oder
ltgeist qrundete,

t ‘der ramatlschen ,
Sie ‘stutzte sic

ner . Totalitat deri
Gegenelnander

u einem sinnvollen

.  Der Weg zu dieser -
ute verschlossen.

uns einwirken, sind -
ie hdchstens noch

hen Formel, aber ' »
fner geschlossenen S
nigt werden konnen.

festen desnDramas

-des Wlederstrelts

e im Konfllkt ‘hand-

AN

- ~elnder Figuren sichtbar, werden ‘und

einer traglschendes

der Dramatiker unser

. : nur die Negatlon €in
' Die Menschen, die er

ung zustreben, xarh -

er Zeit gleichsam B

er -Handlung geben. .
darstellt, stehen,

”
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bezlehungslos nebéneinander. “iSie reden .
,aneinander vorbei oder halten’lange,
aﬁstruse Monologe.44 BT
In Durrenmatt s play Dle Ehe des Herrn M1531551pp1 the issues
. 45~ -
ralsed by both Kofler and Franzen are readlly apparent.-

One of lts ma]qr‘underlylng themes 15 the.solltary and futlle
LB s
exlstence of an 1nd1v1dua1 whose every attempt to establlsh
-

a meanlngful pattern 1n hlS llfe resultswin rldlculous absurd—

ity, Its action is partly set in a world of chads and revo-

lutlon, and is domlnated by flve major characters who each
: * o
represent certain values and ph11050ph1es -,M1591sslpp1 vhim-

& .
T self who is a strlct morallst -and advocate, and, as State‘
. Prosecutor, an executor of..the. Law of Moses- Anastasma who,

epresentatlve of materlal-sensual values,lls modelled'

on Heavenly nor on Helllsh values, but solely on the '
46 - '
~world i self- . Sa1nt—C1aude, an ardent c0mmunlst revolutlon-

ary d allst Dlego, an unscrupulous power-seeker, and'Graf
Bodo von ﬁbelohe-Zabernsee, a. Chrlstlan 1deallst and,phy51c1an
and the subject-flgure of the forthcomlng analysrs. 5 ‘ 7ﬂa.

. As 1n Dle Phy51ker the unlty of place is preserved 1n

-) . -';:
the play, all the ‘evehts occurrlng in one ‘room, the geograph— v

‘ - 47..; S o
ical locatlon of whlch remalns undetermlned : ?he plot of |

.

the drama 1s, hbwever, exceedlngly compllcated, beginning,

.

for example, w1th the death of Salnt-Claude at the hands of"
hard—llne communlst assa551nsv and then w1th hlS resurrectlon
L and subsequent 1nterventlon in the actlon. Anasta51a, haV1ng .

; p0150ned her husband, is confronted by MlSSlSSlppl, who, has) £

» poisoned his wife, and forced-to marry hlm in order that both A



; «mlght Leceive absolutlon for their deeds. In both instances;

the'pOLSon had unthtlngly’been supplled by the physxc1an

Ubelohe; who, fearlng the consequence,ﬁl

1is involvement in

“the murders, ‘had fled to the j; Throughout

the next five years the marri 1d' Mississippi
IS Y - {

1 work in the state

proceeds, w1th Anasta51a performlng soc

‘bprlsons and. MlSSlSSlppl sendlng 35@'cr1m1nals to thelr exec—

]

'»utions-in hls'role as State Prosecutor and advocate of the

‘Law of Moses.' At this stage, the'gobernment, embarrassed by

-

‘ M1551ss1pp1 s aCthltleS, demands that he step down from his

”offlge, Whlch he refuses to do. Follow1ng this scene Saint-
By . [

[N

Claude appears and asks MlSSlSSlppl, a long-tlme friend of

'“hls, gor hlS help in organlzlng ancommunlst revolution.
pfmlsS1551pp1 ‘again refuses and Salnt—Claude sets’ out to ach1eve’~'

"hls aims alone.- Ubelohe now enters the actlon, hav1ng reéz

turned from the troplcs and: expectlng to find Anastas1a, whom

he loves, in prison for the Lunﬁer of her flist husband In; s

”stead he discovers. that she is now married to M1551551pp1,

but she is also Lntrlgulng with Diego, the Justlce mlnlster,'w

- +

to become free of her husband, while Diego is plannlng to

use Salnt -Claude’'s revolutlon as a means to secu&e power for

"SI

hlmself. In the second part of the play Dlego, wlth the
suppre551on of the proletarlan uprising, accompllshes hls

objectlves and has MlSSlSSlppl placed in a lunatlc asylum.
. [ [ ’
Salnt—Claude, now: a. fugltlve, attempts to force Anastas1a

L

to flee w1th hlm in order to set up a brothel to flnance a

new revolutf/n, and Anasta51a, seeklng to avoid- thlS, un-

s - . N ’ - .
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successfully trles to pOLSon him, In the final sequence of
events MlSSlSSlppl escapes . from’ ‘the asylum and polsons Anas-.
‘tasia before he himself suffers the  same fate after drinking
Qgrom the qﬁb intended:for saint-Claude. Sa}nt—claude then
refenacts the scene of hls own death,‘and the\play closés
with‘a complete‘departure from the foregoing plot;‘namely'
with the fiéure‘of‘gbelohe; who,,in the garb of Don Quixote,

stands in the shadow of a huge windmill and offer;

" to the incomprehensible powers which reduce all man '@¥@Worts
4 f . - N
to a ridiculous farce. - ‘ ‘ \\\

Q AN

Although he does’not appear in the actlon of the play

ufftil just over halfway through 1ts ﬁlnal part Ubelohe is

- e,

mentioned ln Salnt—Claude ] openlng speech and lS seen stag-

"gering by the window of the room where everythlng takes place,
48" '
WaVLng a. blue flag. - Appearlng before Anastasia, heladmlts

that he has become qulte short-sighted, and on one occasion

he addresses her ‘while staring at the plaster statue at the-
) 49
right of the room. - He wears a_pair of blue spectacles,

but when he drops them on- the floor, he clearly observes the
50 ,
51ght of Anastasia and Dlego in g firm embrace., His reelr;;

1ng appearance and hls problematlc vision may already 1nd1c—

ate the real nature of th act1v1t1es in the play, but in hlS

lntroductory speech he states clearly what his role is sup-

posed  to be.‘ In creatlng the flgure of Ubelohe, the latter

,declares, Durrenmatt 1s concerned to see whether or not the'
.

world could be changed or improved, and to determlne whether

or not God is eternally present in man's flnlte ex1stence
. s . « v

%



‘;;7‘ , ‘ .

.So schuf er denn auch mich, den Grafen

Bodo won Ubelohe-Zabernsee, den einzigen,
den er mit" gaﬂzer Leldenschaft liebte,
weil ich allein in diesem Stlck das Aben-
feuer der.Lieb® auf mich nehme, dieses
erhabene Untern&hmen, das zu bestehen
oder in dem zu unterliegen die grosste
wirde des Menschen ausmacht:..so entwurd-
igte er mich,.,um mich nicht als Sieger,
sondern als Besiegten...in den Tiegel
seiner Komddie zu werfen: Dies allein
nur, um zu sehen, ob denn w;rkllch Gottes
Gnade in dieser endlichen’ Schopfung unend—
lich sei, unsere einzige Hoffnung.

-

195

An analysis of the achievements of the short-sighted Count

"reveals that his adm1551on that he is not a.victor in the

struggle of life is quite accurate.‘
,otherw1se lost his exten51ve possesslons in his fllghm from
a charge that never existed;
hunters and Malayans to atone for Anastasia's guilt when she
‘remained untouched by the law; he.gad wanted to serve .man-
klnd and found himself reduced to a beggar;

to Lntroduce modern med1c1ne to the ]ungle, but discovered

52

53

54

¥ 55

He had given up or

he had attempted among head—

he had wanted

that t\e primitive methods of cure were better; he had

-wanted to

to- emulate the ‘deeds of great Chrlstlans, but saw his efforts

turn into

v

the dlseases he had conTracted in the tropics, a sense of

orlentatlon whl%h is no longer sound, and an 1ncllnatlon

56

heal and then became 51ck hlmself he had wanted B

57 .

a farce. With hlS memory and vision lmpalred by

58
59

2 60

"

towards alcoholism, Ubelohe, in hlS torn, frayed clothes

and his worn-out shoes, is_a thoroughly pitiful figure.
Everythlng he had undertak

laughable, °

62

f,

61

en has been, as he acknowledges, -

and when, dur&ng hlS openin speech he admits

-
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that his appearasse, like his own grotesque life, is rldiq-
63
ulous, one may, - 1n retrospamt, agree w1th him, s

Ac;ording to hls own testimony Ubelohe is'a-Christian

4

idealist. Chrlstlan connections in fact go back a long wny

for him, whose ancestors had fought in the. crusades,, and

"das Abenteuer der Llebe" thét he takes upon hlmself as he
65 -
informs the audlence .in hls opening speech, is to be under-

~stood in a Chrlstlan sense" which becomes clear 1n his later
\ -
. ‘ . .
conversatlon ‘with; MlSSlSSlppl. . R

‘e . . ‘w

; ’_ .o R . .
Mississippi Darf"cgszragen, weshalb: Sie

, _ Schlos bernsee verlassen.
. haben, ‘um-inyeine flir Sie_ un-
. , . bekannte Welt.- h1nauszuzxehen°
Ubelohe - Mich jammerte der Menschen.

’ Mississippi  Sie liebten sie alle? =~~~ - '\
fbelohe - Alle. | v
-Mississippi In ihrem Schmutz sln-lhrer Gler°
ﬂbelohe . In allen ihr'en Sunden”
Mississippi Sie sind ein Christ?

Obelohe ~ ° Ich bin ein Christ.®6

° © ! ) .‘ ' . : ‘. ° ’ e -
it is subsequently frfom a Christian'point of view that Ubelohe

‘ attacks MlSSlSSlppi s concep% of love, whlch is based upon the .

.ldea of possess1on and Whlch lacks any notion of charlty, as -

in the case B Anaséa51a _— . o =

‘o ',_ B . ' D , 0 ' ‘ ° &
Was liebst du ein Weib um seiner Werke
willen? Weigst du® nicht, dass die<Men- »
schenwerke’ lugen° Wie klelngléublg ist
detne Liebe, wie. blind ist dein Gesetz,

".denn - sieh, ich liebe diese Frau hicht
‘als eine Gerechte,qlch llebe sie als
eine Ungluckllche Nicht als eine

Gefundene, sondern als elne Verlorene 67

. .-
S

N

R R - N . o . , . .
Yet despite jts-Christian sentiments, ﬁbelohe's love for An—

“.astasia is adulterous, and, as Gerwin Marahrens states, he
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‘; ' LN ‘ § -
has already broken the sacrament of marriagc through a

68 - .
previous affair with her. His love for her, which s he

. informs Mississippi, is all that remains of his lovc for ’

69
humanity, continues‘right upruntil his departure :rom lrex

even after'ehe has recanted her Jove for him in the presence
of her"hnsband. It constitutes, however, in the worda_of

the above-mentioned critic, "a parody of the Christian man's
J0 ‘ : - S

" relationship to the world, for none of the descriptioné

that Ubelohe attributes to Anastasia befit’ her, and she is,

as the worldly Diego reveals, a treacherous deetructi&El

force which exists only in the present, conforms to no design,

. X 71 : :
‘and remains ultimately incomprehensible. Although he con-_
tinues to love Anastasia until the end, Ubelohe S - falth in ??
» 72

her - the hope,that her soul is not ‘lost is, however,kdes?

troyed by her final betrayal All that remains . for him is,
73 -
as he adm;ts, his own love, which is the love of a fool -

and which, because of his complete misrepresentation of An-

astasia - his atterition to the plaster statue when He thinks
74

he is looklng at her is a physxcal example of this - is

-, - ' - . ' ) 75

itself ridiculous, as he himself had previously mentioned.

Gbelohe's Christian charity is thue reduced from a universal
love for sufferlng mankind to a spec1f1c love for a woman

76
whom he deems "unglucklich" and verloren" and finally to

- an empty and hollow idea no longer capable of sustalnlng a

77
human relatlonshlp in the Christian sense.

"'Related to Ubelohe s concept of Christian charity. is

'his.QSFal of truth. He informs Anastasia that he has always*

78 -

'been.especially particular in_the matter of truth, and he
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wantl to reveal to Millilnippi the detelll o! his earlier
29 ¢
'attair with her. For»Ubeloho truth reprclontl a principle

L 4

that may bring ‘salvation in what he terms a collapsing world
- 80
ot sin, . but An the one instanco in which for him the liqht

of truth may be revealed - the confrontation of himself, An-
astasia and Missisuippi - he in, al_axxoady noted, torcedl

- yet again to expe;ience bitter disappointment, His~tina}v
appearance in quixotic form at the‘close of the playiis a
fitting summiry both of all that he has expe:ienced at the
hands of thlie wBrldJ and of'hie spirit~in perservering wtth
what must many times have appeared as a hopeless task. A
rxdlculous flgure, he nevertheless shouts defiance at the

‘?4
rxrratlonal powers whlch turn goodness and benevolence irito
' absurdlty, but at the same time allow unscrupulous power-

. seekers such "as Dlego to enjoy success‘ and he seems to re-
flect a-decis¥on not to acquiesce in the grotesque and‘incon?
sistent nature of a reallty “ih whlch‘h1551591pp1 and Salnt-
Claude, and DLégo too,for that matter, are examples of con-
stantly ‘occurring ruthless and conscienceless forms.

" In a play boﬁnd up with ideological concepts in which
the only satisfied eharacter.agpears to be the*realistic
materialist Diego, Gbelohe's Cﬁristian idealism, even with
his defiance at the end'éf the drama, is not e’positive, con= -
vincing force. It is, as Herberthadler points out, not
entirely voluntary nor without reservation, for it has its
orlglnsﬂln an attempt to expiate his 1nvolvement in the death

81 . s b4
of Anastasia's first husband. - Moreovex,vfrom Ubelohe s

-

2
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love for Anastasia theu arises the impression, as the same
critic maintains, that she is regarded as the lut Opporeun-
ity to make something of a life which hu othawiu alvuyl
’exgcri\cncod £ai}uro.u In these instances «abc.lchy‘ Christ-
ian Charity, v’:ho\mir,‘ towards mankind in general, or. towardo |
Andstasia in the manner thc Count describes to Mlsiuippi,
appears in a. very dub}ou- light, while for Gerwin,ﬂnq*hren-
the negatxve, paradoxical and groteuque factors of tg:;

Count's character make it seem feeble and ineffectual. . A

more positive opinion ofﬁgbelohe is that.pf Wilfried Berg;‘rﬁ .

1

-hahn, who writes: . "Er [abelohe) ailein'da;f Mensch sein '

untef den Marionetten, die um das Weih Welt tanzen. Ihm .
allein sehenkte dexr Autor e1n Herz, das hoffen und zerbrech-.

, - 84 -«
.en kann.® Josef® Scherer\s assessment of h1m streases a

. -4

further unlque role- "Graf Bodo vermag als eanLQet mxtten-

dieser zusammenbrechenden- Welt den Glauben an die Llebe
85 -
hochguhalten." For Madler, however, Ubelohe is tdo naive

acter and’ an ynrealistic dreamer who is rULned 1ess
. IS ¢ - 86
love for man than by his passxon for Anastasia.

r g7
de51re to cllng to an idea which has lost'its meaning, .

. 4..’ . -
and a negative view of Ubdlohe is also tj# choice Qf Marah-

In the oplnlon of Jauslin the Count affears as a fool who

rens, who ponders whether Ubelohe is really justified‘in .
regardlng himself as the antagonlst of the other—ma]or char-
acters, and in assumlng the role pf bon Qulxote.. The critic

- concludes that this is an illegitimate self-glorlfication,
and that Ubelohe s final action in the play 1s hardly conv1n-

8 8 . ~ 4 LY
cing. . S .
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The most obvious -function which Gbelohe fulfilS'in

the play arises "from hlS 1 troductory'speech, an occasxon

when, ‘acting as the @1rect vehicle of the playwright, he

prov1des essentlal 1nformatlon pertlnent to ‘the purpose and
-sense of the drama, as well as- crltlcally descrlblng hls
creator, and reciting for the beneflt of the audlence what

2 :«‘

are’ in reallty stage 1nstruct10ns concernlng the area of
the play S actlon.89 kAt a deeper level his role in the play
reflects the‘questlons he hlmself ralses when speaklng‘here‘
on Durrenmattvs hehalf. More than any other character in
‘the dra@agabelohe is EXposed to, the hopeless absurdltyhof
bumahfexistence, and, rulned by hlS mlsfortunes, lllnesses
‘and'alcoholism, he appears, as he hlmself‘admlts, rldlculoué;\
Yet desplte ‘the hOpelessness of hls life, he still attempts
to w1thstand the’ reallty whlch has brought him down,. anslx at

the very end of the play he plunges deflantly "In den flam—

ménden Abgrund der Unendllchkelt / Eine ewige Komodle / D%ss

*”aufleuchte Seine- Herrllchkelt / genahrt durch unsere Ohn-
macht.” . Wlth thls act Durrenmatt wishes to portray Ubelohe
‘ ) .

7 as a'courageous ind1v1dual a type of flgure dear to the'

¢ .

oplaywrlght who may achleve w1th1n himself. the restoratlon

of a lost world-order, evep though 1mprovement of. the exter- i
- 91 :

‘hal, real 'world remalns 1mp0551ble.

Yet whlle the short—slghted Count, accordlng to. the—*

discussion lmmedlately above, appears clearly dlstlngulshable

v from“the other characters of Dle Ehe des Herxn. MlS$l$Slppl,

he is also to a great: extent a 51m11ar flgure to the protags

onlsts MlSSlSSlppl and - Salnt—Claude In this respect his

. — 3
\ ! o .
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| R
appearance asia?quikotic chararter is much ‘more striking
than his identification with bﬁrrenmatt‘shcpncept.of the
couragecus individual. For Ulrichﬁvroﬁitiich, quixotic
characters;‘for this role is nof exclusive to ﬁbelohe'alone,
.‘make the fatal mistakes of misjudging a given. Situation, e
and of overestimating their limited opportunities for action,
so’ that the misunderstanding'of their weaknessiis even more

unfortunate than the weakness itself Thus”believing they -

are able to achieve that which lies beyond their Capablllt— "

ies, these expressly ridiculousq foollsh or quixotic figures -
: 92
enter a s1tuaticn.which has been hopeleSS'from the»outset.

What Profitlich describes is valid for both Mississippi and

’ Saint-Claude, as well as for Ubeiohe,»which.is7a point sup-

° M o R

ported by Jauslin, Who writes: "Wie’Don“Quichctte an einem

‘langst uberlebten Rittertum festhielt, so versucht hier ]eder

h 93 .

»eine bestimmte Idee zu retten und Wieder einzufuhren. n,-‘In

trying to»introduce their ideas to the.worid, Ubelohe,’Miss—

/

issippi and Saint—Claude may; like the physicist MObius in

°

Die Physiker, only achieve the opp051te of their intentions,v"

‘and all -again like Mobius, suffer from the interventionvof

v

chance, which here 1s not constituted by one of the characters,

as in the play discussed earlier, but by the trio's contact '

'

withcthat character (AnastaSia) " .With respect to" this, L

6.

point 18 of 21 Punkte zu denvPhysikern - "Jeder VePsuch eineb .

~Einzelnen, ﬁur sich zu 10sen, was alle angeht} muss scheit-

94 - : ' : ' ' L ‘
ern" - is clearly applicable to all three protagonists of
~the 1952 play, as is Diego's warning to Mississippi in this,

same work: "Die Welt ist schlecht, aberunicht hoffnungslos,’

-
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dies wird sie nur, wenn ein absoluter Masstab an sie‘”

95 .
ger;chtet w1rd " The ldeas which Ubelohe,.M1551551pp1

‘and Salnt Claude uphold all reflect 1nd1v1dual attempts
partly ﬁo change the world partly to save it,. and may only
beyreallzed through bold v1gddr,\raging fury ahd an inex—
haustlble avidity for perfectlonq,96 ﬁecause they are uni-
versa;ly 51gn1f1cant, yet are- deployed by the 1nd1v1dual
and because ef their elevation to absolute.prlnc1ples for
\ ~the same, the Christianity of abelohe, the Mosaic justice

- of Mississippi, and the communist utopianism dfaSainthiaude
are all doomed to‘failure. - . . - | -

Desplte the fact that he does not appear to rellnqulsh

yhls struggle agalnst the c1rcumstances which have contlnually
made hls-llfe~r1d1culous, it remains entirely 1nconclu51ve;
‘and even dublous,‘whether Ubelohe preserves w1th1n his person
the lost world harmony,ﬁas Durrenmatt descrlbes.97 ;. Because
‘the motlvatlons for hlS actions seem predomlnantly t0-refiect
a need to atone and a clinging passion for Anastasia, rather
'than a spontaneeus and fundamental charltable conv1ctlon,
" his Chrlstlan 1deallsm does not appear to prov1de a secure
and“unblemlshed baSLS‘for this, for whlch reason too, Scher—'
er's description ef-the Count must appear doubtful.98‘ The
key to-thegsignifieance.of ﬁbeloﬁe;s functienﬂin the_drama‘
lies in hie more or less permanent'conditidn of ridicu}ous-
ness andﬂfutility. This eiruation is emphasized from Saint-
Claude's'dpening deseription of hie activities in Borneo,

to abelohéfs‘own explanatory statements and his later rejec-

tion by Anastasia, and finag¥ly to his defiant, yet»hollow
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ard partlyfinvalid gesture at the close of‘the“play.99 In
Gbelohe, the tarnishe§ Christian,‘the~rninéd afistonrat;:the
drunken ﬁhynician;‘the'failed lovér,.and, in the last scene’
'Qf thevaction,‘nhgrself—égfiéd onponent of an enemy in whose
ranks ﬁLéHKSf‘his own chafactgr appeérs, Dﬁrrenmatt ekposes'
in a particularly strikfng[fnshion‘the fallibility and ab-
surdity of all human-endeavon;;";h a direct confgontation
with the andiencenﬁbeiohe raises éuestioné concerning the
natnfe oﬁ numan existence, and thfnugh his own ridiculous
predicanent he aisn‘supp}ies the‘answefs. The world cannot:
be&réformed or‘improved gy man's interven£ion; and nowhere
is there a trace of Divine Grnce to which man cgn turn for
inspiration. Insﬁead, human existence, és is wéli‘exempli-/
fied by the'unfortunate cafeer of tne aristocrati’c physician,
415 aICOntinual';eminder of man's impotent helplessnéss. A

play which portrays in a much more immediate sénée than Die

th51ker the futlllty of human actlon, Die Ehe des. Herrn

MlSSlSSlppl also draws heav1ly on the latter for recognltlon

of its meanlng, The 1nterference of chance~and.the'destined

a

-failure of absolute, unilateral undertaking, themes which

Dﬁrrenmaﬁt,took pains’ to stress in the 1962 work, are also;
present in the earlier drama, where their effect is regi7+

tered primarily'on the figure of the physician. The situation
. . : £

- of this>charactér is thereby reversed, for whereas in the per-

son of Fraulein von -Zahnd, Dﬁrrenmattvpresents the menace

which chance and other impermeable factors hold for mankind,n

in Graf Bodo von Ubelohe-Zabernsee he reveals the hopeless
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situation of the individugi'forced.to ldue a life in‘the

presence of these same threatenlng powers. |

| Whereas in the above discussion the pHXsician has

been revealed-both as 'the agent and as the v}dtim of the

dilemmas which mriters such as Dﬁrrenmatt detect'confronting

the modern'individ;al; in the following analysis-the medica}}

'man is seen to. represéht an approach to reallty whlch at

flrst glance ‘betrays none of the symptoms of problematlc

modern existence which Durrenmatt and others have descrlbed

In Gunter Grass' novel &rtlich bet8ubt (1969) the worries

and anxieties of modern living are on..the face of it solely

the problem of the'medicaI*patient while the physician, in

'thls case’ ‘a dentist, seems to be able to pursue a totally .

. : 10
superlor, -carefree and successful style of llfez//ya\\\\

ortllch betaubt Grass' fourth novel, dlffers gon81der-

ably in style and form from the Dan21g—trllo;§\ f Die Blech-.

!

trommel Katz und Maus and Hundejahre. Set in West
in the w1nter oﬁ 1967, 1ts rather meagre plot is divided 1ntQ\\
‘three sectlons in which the protagonlst Eberhard Starusch a
secondary 'school teacher of hlstory and German, undergoes a
series of dental treatments to correct a protrudlng lower

jaw and intervenes to prevent the crematlon of a pupil' s pet
dog, an act 1ntended as a means of brlnglng the horrific
napalm—bombing of Vletnam more fully into public conscious-
ness. In the first parthdf\the novel which covers the pre—
liminadry and intermediate stages'of Starusch's treatment,

o

the latter recalls vivid incidents out of ‘his past which are
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re- enacted upon the screen of the dental surgery s tele-
v1sxon set,«whlle ‘the dentist prov1des detalled Lnformatlon.
of the hlStOrlcal devekopment of dentlstry and of the latest
dental equipment. In theusecond sectlon the plot mainly conf
cerns the lnteractlon bet;een Starusch and~his~pupll Scher?
baum, whose dog Max is due to be set on fire before a crowded

«Berlin café. The dentlst remalns very much in ev1dence, how—‘

ever, as Starusch frequently ‘consults him for adV1ce through
. .(( & ]

vtelephone calls. In?%he final part of the work Starusch's

dental treatments are contlnued ,and Scherbaum, havlng aban-
doned his plan, has the dentlst correct his abnormal distal
bite. The novel closes w1th the intricate work on St%rusch s

jaw having to be destroyed, and with the' laconic statement

rconcerning the perenniality of pain: "Nichts halt vor.

- 10l ' S

Immer neue Schmerzen." Augmenting the scant action of

the work - Starusch,,for example, spends half the novel in
' 182

the dentist's cha:._,’ig-t - is its background of v1olence ahd

pain which is exempllfled by Scherbaum S 1ntended undertaklng

a

and the. napalm horrors of Vletnam he W1shes to expose, the

frenZLes Starusch evokes durlng his 1mag1nary trlps into his
past as he sits in the dentist's chair, the visions of victims
burnt at the stake with which Starusch hopes to dissuade>
Scherbaum, and the accounts of agonizing past methods of
tooth extractlon supplled by the dentlst and Starusch&'puplls.
‘Starusch, a forty year old bachelor schoolmaster with

a congenltal maloccluSLOn, is dogged by a contlnually return-

_ing sense of having failed throughout his llfe, and upon the

L4



dlstract the latter s patlents from the mi or unpleasantness

4
-

of. modern dental treatment he rellves the situations of hls

. earlier life in order to change them to hls\own satlsfactlon

\
and thereby ellmlnate the. paln of the presentr In the fan—‘
¢

tasies he re-enacts whole flctlthuS eplsode§ w1th flctlthuS

]

characters, whlch end several tlmes in violence and death
but he - 1s never able to conceal the fact of his falllngs g 3

either from hlmself, the other characters in the novel, or °
: 103 R T
from the reader. His main weakness *lies in his inability "

.

to accompllsh what he beglns, and, readlng through some’ maga—

Zines-on one occasion ‘while waiting for the dentist's anaes-;"

L

thetic to- ‘take effect, he arrives at a model of his own in-

adequacy. o - o R

° /)'“'v . O_
Abgew1esene Zukurzegekommene Versager.
Uberall. hocken sie d lauern auf Rache.
Sie erfinden sich Feinde und Geschlchten,
in denen ihre erfundenen Feinde tatsach-
lich vorkommen und l*ouldlert werden...
Sie varieren den Tod ‘immer des glelchen
Widersachers. Sie bemalen ihre § ier-
spiegel mit dem‘wOrtRevolution;¥4;;

- 0

What appears to trouble Starusch most in his past life-is a

failed engagement to a éirl he apparentlYgrefashions as a
certain Sieglinde Krlngs, the .daughter of a fleld—marshal
and owner of a large cement works. By falllng to eXhlblt
resourcefulness and strength of character when deallng with
this stubborn and headstrong person, Starusch had merely

earned her contempt and scorn. He had become for her a

) - 105
" "Superfeigling" and had been rejected as such. ~ As a

o T

-
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result of this inltlal dlsapOLntment, he haS'since con-
tlnually questloned his life and‘tukped away from reallty.
Now, in the present Starusch is a self doubtlng flgure in .

search of ldentlty and meanlngfulness, and hlS 1nsecur1ty

and weakness are reflected in the vxolent dlstortlons of
his surgery fanta51es, as Well as by hls dependence upon the

»"

dentist, hlS fallure to earn the respect of hls puplls, ahd

by hls 1nab111ty to secure’ ‘an 1nt1mate relatlonshlp w1th hlS

[ YN

teaching colleague, Irmgard Selfert. For John Reddlgk,.

Starusch is summarlsed as a negatlve 1mpotent lmposter, who

v is contlnually con founded by the Llloglcallty of hlS posx-
106

tion, whereas in the gentIer words of Ann Mason, he is

presented "as a real person W1th social’ obllgatlons who has
7 107 . .

dlfflculty in adapting to hls world ~ and just as Starusch

'does experlence a problematlc relatlonshlp “to the present, he
\ Ed

encounters the same type of-dllemma with regard to hlstorlcal

development. In thlS respect Starusch's receptlon oﬁ the

s e
’ historical 51tuatlon of the world at large, exemplmfled for
I .

example, by the Vietnam war, is flltered through the experl-

108" v : .
ence of his own painful situation. .Thus, althongh he does,
. 109
not . accept the atrocities Qf Vletnam, - 7 the more varid

problen for hlm is not the slaughter in the Mekong -delta,
l 0 ',_ ¢
but the pain of his dental treatment. Elsewhere;pStarusch

declares history an absurd process of constantly returnlngf

erms from Wthh man can learn, nothing, and which .can only

create for him a situation to which he cannot relatexln a.

meaningful way.lll The problem of relatlng to hlS eﬁv1ron—'
N S |
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ment and of belng acdepted within it 15 in- fact the essentlal
112

“difficulty for Starusch, and because of this he may be

we

regarded, as Becker suggests, as a flgure who reveals the

identity crisis of modern man in human, profe551onal and
113 .. : : R

'sexual ‘instances.
, Confrontlng Starusch, whose own words, "d1e AbSurdltat
114 )
vernunftig gemelnter Handlungen are practlcally a concise
R

summary of his own ex1stence, is the second protagonlst in

 the novel the dentlst, who, as a positively productlve indi-

llS. ‘ .
vidual, "an embodiment .of meanlngful act1v1ty, . is, on

the face of it, an abundantly superlor flgure to the 1nh1b1ted,

.. insecure schoolmaster. Although he °*remains unldentlfled and

“
somewhat dlstant throughout the novel, and is, according to~

fla : 116
Mason, "a flgure of<sober, de mythlfled reality," the den—
tist has the confldence and 1n1t1at1ve which Starusch lacks,
and, as soon becomes obv10us, a conceptlon of hlstory vastly

117
dlfferent to that ,of hlS patlent."F For the dentlst hlstorl-

cal evolutlon 51gn1f1es a serles of constantly 1mprov1ng
technlques, for whlch hls own profe351on serves as an undis-
puted model, Whereas in former .times mashed lentils, pepper'

C

solutlons, burned deerhorn, chlotresrn and sal ammoniac were

all recommended as valuable medlcaments for dental troubles,
nowadays Arantll Slemens'drllls and ultrasonlc”scallng tech-
nlques prov1de'rellef for palnful jaws. Whereas previously
decaylng teethswere not pulled out but merely broken off at

the- roots, and later on, the paln of extractlon was dlffused

. by holdlng the patlent 5 hand above a 'candle flame, in today S

-
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enllghtened times, one 15, on account of highly developed

anaesthetic technlques, ho longe§ dependent upon such acts

‘ 118 q! s 0

-of violence. The basls of such anaesthe51a is the alco-
‘ : 119

"hol derivative novocain, - and to eliminate-even the com-‘

paratlvely 1n51gn1f1cant paln of the injection, modern tech~

nology has provided a convenient means of dlstractlon in the
120
television set. Unlike Starusch,nwho»may only becomeha

man of ‘action in the fantasized re-enactments of hlS past,

and who generally deserved the deprecating words and rejectlon
121 w .
of his ‘former fiancée, the dentist acts’ efflcléntly rn'theA

_present, secure in the knowledge that the histotry of dentistry

has signified an increasingly.effective means of overcqﬁing
disease. The dentist's concept of history is in fact deter-
mined by this'very awareness of constant seientific progress’

b ‘. -
righthinto the present day. The contrast between Starusch

and the dentist in the above brief analysis, in Which the

former's lack of positive results is already painfully cleatM‘

in the light of the dentist's potentbal for success,‘may even
»be detected w1th1n the field of scientific research 1tself
Starusch, before tak1ng°up teachlng, had reportedly been an

englneer in the cement industry who had enjoyed conSLderable
T . 122.
_success in one of Europe s largest cement-produc1ng flrms.

The pollution of the env1ronment through cement dust Whlch
Starusch, despite his technologlcal efforts, was not able to -

expel completely, and whlch may increase, for example, the

o

weight of an acre of fir woods by as muph as elghteen tons

toou

per year,kéggﬁay be compared with the’ constantly decrea51ng L5

o -

. : . Wt
wiwe . Al . . - o -

S . R S
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level of contamination in human teeth which the dentist may-
achieve, and is seemingly only too happy‘to explain. The BN

success of the dentlst in ‘achieving a solution to the par-

L3

'tlcular problems which confront him, while Starusch has ex-

. W

perienced past farlure, is reflected in a later, but envi-

ously apprec1at1ve adm1551on of the latter.

"Allerlei Positives: gegliickte Wurzelbe- -
‘handlungen, Zahnstelnentfernungen, Korrek-

~ turen fehlerhafter Artikulation, vorbeu-

- gende Behandlung im vorschulischen Alter,

- das Ausbessern und Retten schon verloren
geglauhter Backenzahne, Uberbruckungen
hasslicher Zahnlucken - und den Schmerz
kann er beschwichtigen...:

;
7

‘Unlike Starusch, the eentist is in the fortunate pesitlon in
which any problems arising will only be of avteméorary nature,
due to the apéliCationcof the sophisticated dental tools end
techniques which he has at his disposal. 'An obvious advan-
tage he enjoys over hiswpatientlis the’ease of self-examination
and justification, of which Starusch is well aware: "Mein

. _ . | &
Zahnarzt ist verheiratet, steht mitten im I#ben.und ﬁbt einen ;

125
Beruf aus, der zu Resultaten- fuhrt die sich ablesen lassen.
‘Moreover, the nature of his profe531on is such that even
errors may be termed partlal“successes: "Er. ist richtig. Er

hat das Mass in der Tasche. Seine Proghosen mﬁssen nicht
stimﬁeh.‘ Seirt Irrtum heisst Tellerfolg. Seiner Sache ist er
relatlv 51cher. 126 ghe security of the dentlst s situation
"lS further empha51zed by the latent relationship between hlm-'
- self ahd.hls patient. Whereas Starusch, as a sufferer, must
seek4eut his heeler, the dentist_is:so materially euceeeeful

~
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that he could easily dispense with one less person to treat:

"Er konnte auf mich vetzichten. Ich bin auf iHn angewie-
1127 ' .
sen." In fact, the dentist can readily count on brisk

business under any type of social condition:' ein Betrieb

>

| , | e
hier lauft und (l8uft. Auch wefn die Welt stillftehen wirde,

die Leute kamen trotzdem, den Mund voller Klage und Wehge-
128 ’ , ,
schrei..." . ‘The major advantage:- the dentist appears to

have over Starusch lies., however, in his,ability to accommo-

date all difficulties within one particular perspective, or
s ) -

esimply toldispbse of them by applying'a principle of relative
circumstances. At one point in the novel Starusch says,

albeit with possible sarcasm, that his dentist treats every-
v ' ' " 129 ) !
thing as'if it were a case of caries, ‘and just prior to

this in a telephone'conversation the dentist greets an idea

of Starusch to dissuade Scherbaum from his incendiary plans:
with short, technical suggestiohs, as if it were a question

A - 130 A ., ,
of a root-treatment. A similar simplification of extreme-

ed circumstances applies too ih'the dentist's

\

appraisal of aspects of Starusch's past. Accordingly, what

ly complicat

to Starusch is a'very'paihful and involved psychological

proceés"centering ﬁpon his rejéction by his former fiéncée‘
Linde, is Sucéinctlf summed up in the form of a dental anély?
sis: "Wie die.Krisé‘Ihres Verldbnisses, so die gefdhrdeten
Zahnnerven: wenn die Pﬁlpa-infiziért_isﬁ, bilden éiﬁh-Gase
durch Bakterien, die nur durch Bohren Abgang finden."l3l At
the sa?e_;ime Starusch's self-énaéSthetizing vio¥énce, his

P

authoritarian procession "mit Fahrradketten und’Blitglicht-
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lampen"” becomes "die sogenannte dicke Backo.die sich zum
‘Abszass entwickelﬁ. 133 In other inhtances, difficult situ-
ations are successfully'circumvenged by comparing the par-
ticular problems with a far worse version of the same thing.

When Starusch guestions the dentist dir;¥tly upon the issue

of napalm in '‘Vietnam, a topic whlch for Starusch cre&tes a

. 134
situation of paradox, the dentiat merelylrepliea that
when compared with the nuclear weaponry known today, napalm
135
appears as relatively harmless. - Also symptomatic of the

dentist's simplifying appfoach to*existence?is his notion of

~
rd

an utopian, worldwide, socially integrated medicare system

which’ will transcend all political ideologies and itself °
136
“become th& basis and superstructure of human society.

When descrlblng thls, the dentist tells Starusgh that the

premise on which it is based 1s the perpetually. 51ck state -
137
of man, and the means by which it would be achieved would

be through the abolition of all social values which uphold

health as their aim and standard; and'which\therefore create

- ’ F ]

the sociél obligation to ggcome physically and'mentally fit.
The result éf this would be the world intself as a hospital
in which would ex1st, a great world Medlcare, whlch will not

rule but care for man, and which w1ll not change but will
: 138
help hLm, and give him leisure for his 1nf1rm1t1es. In a

system such as this,. in whlch man would ﬂemaln unencumbered

i

by political—ideclogical leadershlp, the tradltlonal distinc-

N

tion between doctor and patient would disappear. As all are

U - ’
suscept@ble to sickness and disease, all would be united in.
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gho fight against thoﬁ; £ﬁnctthinq nimultanoouaiy as healer
and victim. Thus the 'society envisaged by the dentist il
founded upon a -y-tcm of prophylaxis and stoic co-mopolitan-

139
ism, +nd the basic working model for it<:1o.‘in the pre~

ventive measures he himself undertakes in h§a lu;qery.l For
Keith Miles the .dentist's utopia is "héppily unrealistic®,
which, in a pradtical sense, is a justified yinﬁ when the
idea is taken at' face value.l4o~ Reddick, on the other h&hq,'
sees beyond tﬁa impracticalities to the;gh;losophica; con-
tepts of the scheme,.which reveal "an enlightened and liberal
tolerance that is essentially humanistic in nature:"l4lpﬂ7p‘
Another factor which the dentifig) seems to have in his ,
favour whén contrésted with Starusch“is;his attitude towards
violencé.and radical#%m, topicé with which the novel.ié
heavily weighﬁed. When Starusch‘attempts to changp reality
by means of murderous, brutal, or bulldozing techniques and
révolutionary(activity, the dentist counters with moderation
and confidence in constant steadfast progress, and he opposes
all historical abyses of power with the peaceful evolution Of,
dentistry.l42 Meaningful action is:yﬂy poséible for the
dentist where extremism and force.arg eliminated, and where
all mutuaiiy ihvalidating political bhilosophies give Qay to
truly producﬁfvé measures, as in tﬁe-case'of modern dental
?medicine.l43! Yet while he attacks Starusch'é violent fan-
tasies, he allows a positive.function ﬁo the imaginative pro-
cess 1tself, for this may ser%p to dlstract in a useful and

temporary manner from the minor discomforts whlch even the

technlcally advanced profession of dentlstry can cause; The’
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same may be said. of the dentlst S. attltude to paln, far .

although headoes not encourage it - the very aim of the

work he undengakes is:-a measure agalnst thlS - he does accept
L g o A
it in certaln SLtuatlons. Thus, although it is true, as
|
Starusch env1ously reallzes, that he can, and does, ellmlnate

paln, he never does so in-a total sense,: By u51ngnthe local-

'anaesthetlc he merely repulses paln temporarlly, and lS not.

e
necessaglly 1nterested 1n the creatlon of totally palnless

o

gaps through the sw1ft\extractlon of teeth "Das»vorell;ge
Zlehen der Zahne,.dleser Wahn, eine nlcht\mehr schmerzende

Licke" schaffen zu wollen, [1st]‘e;ne Tat ohne.Erkenntnls.
, 144 co R ‘ Coa
bummhelt wird tatlg. - In this instance, the dentist's Sy
{f

reluctanoe to p@ll a tooth which is also another example

: of hlS rejectlon of radlcal actlon, is. explalned by his dis-

v

}approval of prec1p1tate act1v1ty without knowledge, but in

"his refusal to eradlcate paln completely he seems to accept

Y

Starusch's concept of it as ‘a warnlng 51gnal agalnst serious
* 145
damage. * ‘In the‘case‘of’destructlve agents andglneffectlve

' 1mplements or materlals, radical methods are,. however, con-

doned Thus the dentlst advocates the radical rem0val of

o
3

the tartar between Starusch)s teeth, and concedes, amidst a.

- o

partlcularly v1olent fantasy of hlS patlent, that chlorophyll

toothpastes, whlch falsely clalm to be ‘an effectlve means of
R _ , : 146

'p;otectlon agalnst carles, should be rad;cally abollshed.

On the other hand,.when faced W1th the .problem of correct1ng§
the proflle of %;arusch S lower jaw, the dentlst rejects._ the

much mo;e‘drastlc solution - the cuttlng andgre-adjustlng of

-

Py : o -
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paxt of hlquatlent s Jaw-bone - and opts for the gentler
‘ 147
altern&tlve-of crowning the latter s molar teeth. The

L3

general expulsion of radlcallsm from the dentlst s approach
‘ to reallty and the subsequent bellef in constantly progress-'
ive development is also ev1dent.1n the utopian scheme of uni-
versaf‘sickcare.m lee the bulldozing fanta51es of Starusch

the dentlst s plan calls for a new soc1al beglnnlng, but it

: |
dlffers greatly from the reformatory visions'of the former

in the manner in which it comes into being. Whereas Starusch
‘would: employ violent means to create the .circumstances suit-
able to the ‘construction of his new world, the universal . -

sickcare scheme of the dentist conld only e theé result of
: - ?
a long evolutlonary development- b“Die weltweite Kranken—_:

o ;-
fursorge 8t das Ergebnls langsamer. und oft*zu spat elnset-f
zender Reformen und nicht dummer Gewalt dle'nur das Nlchts.
erschaffen kann.?48 In an earlier.instance the dentist had

opposed the violence of Starusch's fantasies with the semi-

humorous ‘threat of treating the 1atter w1thout local anaes—
149 -
thetic. h Now, this gives way to an_explanation of the

tdentiSt's point of view. Typically, the elucidation draws

parallels from the worldﬁof'dentistry, in this case, a par-~

o
&

| ticular kind of dental cement: ‘ ‘ . . t”

Da EBA Nr. 2 nicht aus dem Nichts erstanden
ist, sondern als Ergebnis vieler und oft K
vergebllcher Versuchsrelhen gewertet wexden T
kann, durfen wir ihm vertrauen, zumal EBA : 3
Nr. 2 dank seiner Quarzkomponente selbst
gegen Eiswasser isoliert, was nicht von
jedem Dentalzement, der auf den Markt kommt,
.gesagt werden kann.' Aber Sie geben ja
nichts auf Entwicklung. Selbstherrlich

p
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. wollen Sie erschaffen, Bei Null beginnen.
: Einfach 13cherlich.150

In the second section'of the novel the dentist,.through

™

‘the telephone ‘calls of Starusch, is confronted with ‘the inten-
tion of Starusch's pupll Scherbaum to burn his pet dog before |
the crowded cafée Kemplnskl. Replying to Starusch s request
for’ adv1ce, ‘he advocates delaying tactlcs almed at dlsruptlng
(the urgency of Scherbaum' s, plan, but ]ust as he dlsagrees

with the extreme action that Scherbaum threatens to undertake,
he also: re]ects Starusch‘s similarly radlcal suggestlon of

" poisoning the dog in order to rob Scherbaum of the subject of'
’ his demonstratlon.151 Whlle,;however, the contrast of the
déntist's non-violent disposition to Starusch‘s‘radlcallsm is
contlnued here, the former, as in the case of Starusch s tar-
. rar and of the chlorophyll toothpastes, once more concedes

the employment of nadlcal means —‘1TS§hls 1nstance, when no

other alternatlve appears pOSSlble.

k ) .
The most obvious aspect 'of the function of the dentist
.. : {

'ln ortllch betaubt is hlS role as the antagonlst of the

L3
. ]

,lnsecure,‘self doubtlng Starusch He 1s, as has been seen,‘

-~

in many ways exactly what his patlent lS not, and it does not

,take hlm long to detect some of the true aspects of the lat-

ter's character, as his remarks at the end of Starusch's first
dental session indicate: "Hier mein Kartchen. . Sie haben,

frei heraus gesagt, einen Hackbiss. Der gibt Thnen, bei

<

vorgeschobenem Unterklefer, ein ubertrleben\markantes Aussehen.
: = 153
Brutalitat wird vermutet. Hemmungen suchen ‘Ausgleich.’
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The dentist's unmasking role is continued in the next treat-

ment. when he speaks of Starusch's tartar and then goes on
to the latter's fundamental difficulties:

»

Krustig wiirgt er [der Zahnstein] die
zahnhilse. Blindlings hasst er den
Schmelz. Denn mirﬁkgnnen‘Sie nichts
vormachen. Ein Blick genugt: Ihr
zahnstein ist Ihr versteinerter Hass.
Nicht nur die Mikroflora in. Ihrem Mund-
milieu, auch Ihre krausen Gedanken,
Ihr . instAndiges Rlickwartsschielen,

das immer abrechnet, wo €S aufrechnen
wollte, also die Neigung Ihres schwind-
endes Zahnfleisches, bakterienfangende
Taschen zu bilden, das alles - die
Summe aus Zahnbild und Psyche - verrat
.Sie: eingelagerte Gewalttidtigkeiten,
Mordanschlage auf Vorrat.

‘In the third part of the noyelbthe'unveiling functibn reaches
,ité_most signiﬁicant stage when the dent{st_informs'StaruSch
that,;é has discovéred that no such cemeﬁt factory as des-—
’:cribed by‘the latter e#ists, aﬁd’that,far from’beingfact1§e
as an industfial engiﬁéer, Staruéch was merely enrolled as

a student worker. Furthermofe, after inquiringAAmong his

- dental colleagues,_he had Eome‘ac:OSSLa cerpain M&nika Lind-
“rath who hadvvague recollgctions of a student named Starusch,
and who was now married and living in Kbblenz; of Staruéch's
engageﬁenf*toisieglinde Krihgs, of Kfings himéelf, ds Wellvc
as his‘cement works, no trace wasAforthCOming, But jin order
hotvto-deflété hisipatient:too mﬁch, thé dentist somewhat
ﬁpckingly assures: - "Verlobt sind wir schliessliéh allé mal
‘géwesen,‘ Es 1iégtlgécht ih meiner Absicht, Ihré Erfiédung-

sgabe einzuengen." . S
. 4 .
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The dentist a pragmatic technocrat for whom only
' 156
concrete, practical experiences count as genuine, ~_does

not experience the type of insecurity which plagues Star—

ww_usch+_mhose‘Iegre551ve apprec1ation of reality is inter-

mingled w1th an almost neurotic fantasy. According_to

~Reddick he fdnctions, again. in direct contrast to Starusch,

as an articulate expositor of what amounts to a philosophy -
: ©157
of action. Yet despiji\his unquestionable material suc=-

‘cess, his ease of disposin¥ywith problematic s1tuations, hlS

B

effortless appreciation of history, his rejection of‘vﬁolence,

and his,relentless optimism, the only action the dentist
undertakes himself is directly related to his otofession,
and his approach to reality, althqugh: brimming With produc-
tive, practical factors, contains negative aSpects which
offset the ‘advantages hehenjoys. A fundamental weakness ‘in
the system of the dentist lies in the fact that the validity
andisignificance of nis existence, assured'as this may be,
is relative to, and maygonly assessed 1in terms of itsjuseful
&alue to the patient, and whenphe mentions tnat the'USeful- 
ness of his activity is demonstrated by the number ofvpatients
in his full Waiting—room, he also betrays the sole criterion
-Qby which his philosophy of life may be measured.lSB” He views
the world from the perSpective of his surgery with its amassed
technical'ééuipment, and, contained within its'confining Walls,
" he remainsvessentially insensitive to externalvproblems which
include,»amoné[other things, the Vietnam war and the dishonest

's

exploitation of certain countries from which, as Mhson p01nts
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out, he receives some of hisvmaterials. As a consequence,
the'simplification or dismissal of certain aspects of reality
/

characterlstlc of the dentlst do not~solely appear as a

p051t1ve expedlent means of produc1ng the relevant results,

world which the dentlst has constructed about hlmself

%ai also as a method of*securlng and guaranteelng “the closed-““

In this manner the dentist's capac1ty for reducing even the
worst catastrophes‘which befall man to relative comparisons,

as in the case of the'napalm bombino of Vietnam, is dissatis~-

fyingly evasive.. Similarly unfulfilling as well, is his res-

ponse  to StaruSch's questioning of his universal sickcare
scheme. The criticism that in a soc1ety where health is
rejected as a crlterlon of ex1stence and in whlch all 1nhab1-
tants are to"be regarded as belng in some state of 51ckness
no prov151on is made for the natural str1v1ngs of manklnd to

improve its 51tuatlon, is met, for example, with a sharp and
+160

- deflecting warnlng not to generallze. ' “The‘self-proteCtive

measures employed by the dentist are generally successful

-throughout the: novel but on the one occasion when hlS def- -

ences are breached the one tlme when he is not able to ward

©

off the procedures of the out51de world, the moment when he

is challenged to share in the responSLbllltles of 1ts work-

°

ings through Scherbaum's request for drugs with whlch to

. deaden the pain hlS dog would suffer whlle burnlng, the roles

of the dentlst and the schoolmaster are seemingly reversed.
Instead of Starusch belng the one to telephone hlm, the‘
dentlst telephones Starusch whlch provokes an amuSLng, yet

hlghly,relevant and telling reaction from the latter:
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"Streikt etwa seine Airmatik? Hat 1hm ein Patlent in den
‘ . 161
Finger gebissen? Will seine Sprechstundenhllfe kund1gen°" v

In thlS lnstant it is the dentlst who appears: %nsecure and
strangely affected by the c¢ircumstances 1n which he finds
himself and Starusch well acqualnted w1th conquLng sxtde
atlons and lack- of self-confldence, is able to detect the
‘same symptoms in the usually self—rellant technocrat- "Was

denn, Dokter, was?! ‘Was verwirrt :ihn soAnachhaltlg?. Was ;
nimmt dem Praktiker die .fr8hliche Selbstsicherheit? 'Wo

L ‘ R ' » ¥62
fehlt es denn, Dokter? Wenn ich irgendwfe helfen kann'"

Just as Starusch cannot relaé@ directly to the problems of

2

hlS past but: must anaesthetize hlmself to thelr palnful

memorles, the dentist seems here to experlence the same

N

dlfflculty when confronted by dllemmas other than dental ﬁ“

1ssues, and his general refusal to accept a reallty other

than a world, of successful dental prophylax1s 1s in prlnc1ple

/ .

an application of the same technique he uses to benumb hls"

patlents' ]aws, or ‘which Starusch applles ‘to make hlS present ¢
163
llfevbearable. - -+ The. dgntlst s self-anaesthetlzatlon is- on

"the face of it much more permanent thanvthat of Starusch

AN

who admlts his own weakness, and whose numblng v101ence is

-~

1nterrupted on several occaslons by the deﬁtlst hlmself. In
'this manner the 1nv1olab111ty of the technocrat may be seen

as hypocrltlcal for what he cr1t1c1zes in Starusch is in’

-~

essence what he ‘promotes for hlmself A Moreover, he,ls,also
inconsistent with regard to his attitude to pain,- which he’
on one occ%sion accepts as having a positive warning value. -

\
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In his permanentlj anaesthetized state he is insusceptiblep'
’ to the far greater perspective of paln and sufferlng which
exists beyond his surgery door, and he may thus be sald to
léad an art1f1c1al existence which does not contrlbute. to
‘the reaction-filled, cause and effect nature of the world
i process. The progre551ve—techn1cal world of the dentlst164
is thus not only a caricature of his own professxon, for it
also represents an extremely llmlted apprec1atlon of reallty,
" which indicates that the dentist 'is by no means in the far
‘superior position to hls’patient, as at first seemed evi-
... 165 .
dent.

A contrast between Starusch and the dentist in the
llght of. the deve10pments just descrlbed cannot thus be Sald
to be characterized‘by a clear-cut dec1510n in favour of the
latter, whom Durzak even goes so far as to describe as the,
actual loser, whlle Starusch, on the other hand, although he
does not'become,free of paln,:actually wins by succeeding in
changing Scherbaum;s mind and;‘not least of all, in getting
on more lntlmate terms with his colleague Irmgard Selfert
to whom he becomes engaged 16 A ma]or reason for the den-
.tlSt s "defeat" lles for Durzak in the destructlon at the
~close of the,novel of the complex_work“he had earl;er per-
formed inside Starusch's'mouth. 'An\abscess develops in the
latter s jaw, the lngenlous platlnum gold—prOGElaln bridge
has to be sawn through,_and a tooth pulled Thus the tech-"

nical wonder carried out upon Starusch s jaw may only amount

after all to the creation of a painless gap which the dentist
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had earller tried to avoid, as he is forced tq employ the

radlcal last a ternatlve to his intricate dental artistry.
Although Ann Mason would take issue with Durzak's argument,

167
there is much in\it that 'is valld ~ "It is true, for ex-

ample, that 1t is terusch, and not the’dentist,‘as Mason
argues, who is more effectixe‘in1chah§iqgschstbaumis mind,
and furthermore, by having to destroy all His careful work,
the dentlst is forced to recognise’ that the enclosed yet
‘édmlttedly progressive world of Aqua-Pik, hlgh speed drllls
and dellcate tin shells may be as susceptlble to failure as
Starusch himself is, aIthough it depends for its own self-
]ust;flcatlon upon its practical value‘to out51ders.h In

‘ addition, while the dentlst, in his attltude towards oosxtlve
.action, may echo much of Grass' own th‘ou'ghts,168 it is Star—
- usch who pro%ldes the more  fundamental refleetion oflthe
author's éhllosophy,thén‘he compates'his own version of the

i Y » . ' » ' R '.v:;.“
evolutionary process which includes regression as a constit-—

B ) . -

uent characteristic, with the. yevolutionary spontaneity of

Seherbaum:f
3

L. 2

Also Fleiss; Zweifel Vernunft, Dazulernen,
ogern, mehrmaliger Neubeglnn, kaum merk-
liche Verbesserungen, elnkalkullerte Fehlent=
wicklungen, Evolution Schrltt fur - Schrltt-
\ die Sprlng-proze551on° wahrend. der Tater
langsame Ablaufe Uberhl ft, das Hemmende
Wissen abwirft, leichtfussig und faul ist:.. 162

In assessing the function of. the dentist in drtlich
betgubt”it must be borne in mind that by creating the fig-

ures of Starusch and the latter Grass seems to be weighing



223

up two totally 4 lfferent systems of existence. Starusch,
a self-questionlng, 1nsecure 1nd1v1dual with a background
of past fallures and an lncllnatlon-to re51gn himself to

new ones, is treated by a pragmatlc, forward—looklng tech—
|

nocrat, whose problems are’ contlnually overcome by the
relentless’ return to the securlty of his own professxon.
;When the relatlonshlp between the two characters is regarded
solely in these terms, the function of the dentist apgfars'
“largely as ,an adv1sor-confessor and a deliverer into reallty
- for his suffering;‘anaesthetlzed patient.}70 Important as
thesé roles are, as iis also the dentlst s functlon as .the"
advocate of productive meanlngful actlon, and of non—v101ent
'prophylactic principles, the key_to his major purpose in the

ovel lies in a deeper apprecxatlon of his connectioﬁ‘with
the schoolmaster. As Durzak mentlons, both protagonlsts are
representatives of a solid middle class,l7l but of the two,
"Starusch, ultimately becauae of the very pain he experiences

at the hands of the world at large, is the more conv1nc1ng ‘

and,realistic figure.. Whereas the dentlst represents posit~

ive action more than any of the other characters in the novel, .

the very manner in which he seeks to practlse thlS confines
him to a narrow restrlcted world and whereas on the one hand
he apparently does not dispute the pOSltlve 51gn1f1cance of
_pain, and generally does not wish to ellmlnate it altogether,
.j'e does, inJanother<fashion,.échieve thlS very effect. His
ability to cast off cumbersome knowledge ahd avoid delayihg
awareness, together with his facility for drastic simplific-
, \ . _ . .

\
\

N
\
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ation into familiar terms, secure’hls technocratic world .

\ - . . - Ay

\and'preserve him from the problems outside.it. This self— L.
anaesthetization is absolute, and in a personal sense suffer- -
1hg for the dentist dofs not exist.’ Such a.process leads(

, however, to a distorted view of reallty The problems of
humanlty cannot 51mply be solved as if they were a dental
enléma, and-hlstory( as Starusch well knows, LS far more
than a succession of lncrea31ngly successful technlcal im-
provements. In hls failure, or reluctance; to obtain a
fuller perceptlon of the external world the dentist sub- -
sequently appears very much as a somnambullstlc flgure whose
sphere of existence revolves around his surgery and it; im—i

pressive inventory of dental apparatus. This, like his caric-.

ature-type quality, is a fundamental characteristic of his

' A : . .
, and together these two basic traits determine his

ction as one of the novel!s two prdtagonlsts. - Where-

as Gras ‘cannot at all be said to present the painful exis- o

o .

_tence o Starusch as a pattern for mankind to'follow, he

does app ar. to state that man's progxe581on 1n the modern
world nece sarlly 1nvolves the problems of self—ldentlty

and self-v1\d1catlon; and that the  phenomenon of self-

| .

anaesthetlzatlon is an 1mportant means of malntalnlng one's

equlllbrlum 1n what often appears as- an unstable atmosphere.
The dentlst, however, Wlth his convlctlon of belng able to

solve any problem in a pragmatlc, objectlve and sober fash—
172,
ion, represents a mode of ex1stence which seeks to ‘by-

’

pass these’ essentlal issues. His optimistic progressiveness

may . subsequently take in its strlde almost any technlcal %

o
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dlffLCulty he encounters with;n his surgery, but it has nd

‘ place for the réal problems on the outsxde, lS thereby ex-

posed as a shallow and restrlcted approach to realxty, and}
in one decxsxve 1nstance 1s 1tse1f revea&ed askan illusion.
The dentist . 15 then a negatlve counterpart to. the insecure
and self doubtlng Starusch ~and appears as a somnambullst1c~
carlcature whlle the latter emerges as a much more valid

example of confused and palned, and thus very real, - modern
173 : _
man.

Helplessness, 1nadequacy, insecurlty, doubtlng self-

examlnatlon-- these. are the characterlstlcs of. the modern

1nd1v1dua1 which appear in the two plays and one novel just

s

dlscussed above. They are.-also characterlst;cs which 1n

different ways concern the doctor’ flgures of thése works:

. Fr%uleln von Zahnd of Die Phy51ker, who 1ncorporates wlthln

\
~

her person forces whlch reduce all human effort to farc1cal

rldlcuIOusness- Count Ubelohe—Zabernsee, who in Dle Ehe des

Herrn MiSSlSS%pB;AtyplfleS this unfortunate fate,,the anony—'

mous dentlst of ortllch betiubt,: who represents a system

' apparently secure. and self—v1nd1cable, but {which in reality

is restflcted and illdSorily foolproof. "In the case of
Durrenmatt s two plays the plcture of society which emerges
isvgenerally severe, and in Grass' work it is largely deter—
mined by the anaesthetic effects of resigned endurance and

limitation. In Thomas Bernhard's novel Verstdrung (1967),

from which the final analysis-Ofythe doctor-figure in this

investigatibn will be made, the picture of society is —

" oA
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characterised by an exaggerated emphasis upon the patholog-
174 \

i

Bernhard, who was born the son . oﬁ/ah Austrian farmer

ically abnormal.

in e Dutch province of Limburg in l93lw took up a study

of the aesthetics of music and choral art before becoming

a newspaper court reporter. he travelled extensively in
Italy, Yugoslavia, England and Poland before settling inv'
1965 in the Upper Austrian town of Ohlsdorf.mwhfter earlier
prose publications his first proper'nOVel Egéég'appeared in

1963 to be followed by, among other works, the narrative

tale Amras (1964), ‘the play Ein Fest flir Borlq. 1967), the

novels Ungenach (1968), Watten (1969), Das Kalkwerk (1970),

Die Ursache (1975), and the plays Der Ignorant und der Wahn-

.sinnige (1972) and Die JagdgeseliSGhaft (1973). He has re-

ceived numerous literary prizes. Bernhard's literary works,

of which Verstorung is a typical éfample, portray an incess-

ant progressiye'disintegration of existence.x’They are set

against the hackground ofBernhard's Austrian homeland which
appears in a very\negatlve light, a characteristic which thes
wrlger almost scandalously relnfo/ces by expressions such asp;
those embodled in his acceptance speech after being awarded

175 = .
an Aus;rlan State prize for literature in 1968.

’ VerstSrung, Bernhard's second novel, is divided into

two parts, of which the first is typified by sharp attention
to detall while the latter section drifts into the abstrac-
tions of an exceedlngly long monologue. It concerns the

Q

visits of a country doctor to his sick patients throughout



the Aultrian province ot Styria, which(aro olcfib.d by
the doctor's uon, a student of Montanin ik at Loobon, who

accompanihu his tather on his callu.~ s critica havo

.\'

mentioned, the consultation rounds of the doctor form a top-
ographical,progression from the lower areas of his practice
to the higher m@untaingus regions; and this is paralleled

by a corresponding rise in the 1ntellectual and social ‘class
176 . )

*

status of the patients treated . .

Thé actlon of the work begins w1th a call to an inn
in the village of Gradenberg, where the\innkeeper s wife had |
been beaten over the head by one of her cuetomers, the
drunken miner Grossl. Realizing the 'seriousness of her con-
dition, the doctor has her>traHSported immediétely to the
hospital in K8flach, but just after her arrival there, sh?f'
dies. The episode at Gtadehberg constitutes the beginning
of the progiession mentionea above, the viliage lying in a
lower region; mainly proletarian in. nature, where thelinhabf—
tants are'mlners, 1nnkeepers, peasants, cattle- dealers -and
butchers, and where meanness, brutallty, coarseness, crimin-
allty and alcohollsm are the ‘order of ‘the day. Leaving

Gradenberg, the doctor and ‘his son then travel hlgher lnto
177 :
the mountains to Stlwoll, . to the Jewish realtorlBloch who

ifpoSsesses an enormous library, ‘conducts intellectual discus-
o
sions regularly with the doctor, and who may better survey

' the world from his own location than from other, more well-
178
.known centres. Bloch suffers from terrible headaches for

which_he needs increa51ng amounts oi the drug the doctor

——
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prescribes for him, - but he~may also find relief'Whenever

1]

he is ‘intensively c¢oncerned with his business correspondence.
, . . 180 s
Also ln‘Stlﬁbll.lS the invalid w1dow Ebenhoh, 'todyhom the-

.doctOr,'after leaving_BloCh, proceedsf‘n foot, and who isl'
surrounded by the untldlness and 1rregular1ty of her garden,‘

whlch evokes an atmosphere of feverlsh sickness.' Ins;de her.
'Hhouse the condltlons are’ exactly the same-: "TIhre nach derA

1

Todeskrankhert, der sie 51ch be*erts w1derstandslos fugte,
frlechende Wasdhe lag uberall herum. ..Die Unterwasche w1rd

.nlcht mehr versteckt, dle Qual w1rd nlcht mehr versteckt,

v

ndas Geruchsempflnden ist abgestumpft, kelne Ursache mehr

Zum Verhelmllchen der Gebrechen, mit welchen_man allein
S 181 . 3 : ,
ist. -* The widow Ebenhoh whose husband had been a senior

schoolmaster, ‘had ‘once had a brother who was a hardened crim-

'3 \

~ oJ_nal and who,,three days after completlng a flfteen year

a

sentenqe 1n prlson, had: hanged hlmself from the w1ndow bars

“if the top floor of her house.- She also‘has a son, who is:

gigantic 1n slze ﬁw1th unusually long arms and rough power—
ful hands, who lsxnentally def1c1en¢, and who works in, an

" t

e obscene smelllng tannery»ln Krottendorf From Stiwoll the

v : l Lo . :
father and son then drive, to Hauensteln, to a more or less =

' R 182 . - - N
insane ‘1ndustr1allst who sufﬁers from dlabetes, is

wrltlng a phllosophlcal treatlse, the manuscrlpts of. whlch
o he constantly destroys, and whose sole connectlon Wlth the
-out51de world lies’ in hls correspondence.183 ‘To ensure that
'he remains completely‘undlsturbed the rndustrialist,,who.

speaks several European and East A51an languages, allows no

books in' hlS house, has destroyed all the w1ldllfe in the
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foresﬁ?ﬂaprrounding it, and has placed otherwise unemployed
. S mt . . '

‘@iners and forestry workers about his property to keep out-

siders-.away. The situation of absolute silence which now .
Lo Co I ‘ : . - 184
greetsvthe'ipdustrialist is for him a fantastic predicament.

‘The neit stop in the doctor's rounds is;af the~F6¢h-
}erﬁﬁhle, a water-mill situated in a deep wooded gorge where
the miller keeps awlarg? aQiafy of exotic fdreign birds,-and
nufseg a swollen ihfected leg whicb néeds fresh dréséings
.every week. The éohdition of the miller énd ﬂis wife"is one

of inexorable decay:

<

» . . . .
Mein Vater schilderte den,Mﬁller als einen
schwerfélligen’Sechzigjghrigen‘Mann,,der
unter- der Haut VERFAULE, immer auf einem

alten Sofa liegt, nicht mehr gehen kann,

seine Frau deren Mundgeruch auf einen

rasch fortschreitenden Zersetzungsprozess
ihrer Lungenflﬁgel hindeute, habe Wasser

in den Fissen. Ein alter fetter Wolfshund .
gehe zwischen beiden hin und her;’ von oA
sﬁinem zu ihrem Sofa und wieder zurﬁcg-

‘Waren nicht in allen 72immern frische Apfel
aufgeschﬁttet, wurde man den Geruch der ’
beiden alten Menschen und des Wolfshunds

nicht aushalten. '

Because the constant noise of the bifds had caused tge mill-
erfs dog to run.all‘over‘the place in a most‘frantic maﬁhef,
théh in Eurﬁ had granted no peacé to the miller and hié ’
wife, ke-had ordered that they be destroyed. At the time
of the doctor's visit half the population of thecaviary had
‘peen killed by the miller's two sons and a Turkish workér
‘ " A ‘ ‘
| at the mill, and the heap of dead birds they had créa?ed. 

was now giving off a strong odour of rotting flesh.

v The next patient the doctor visits is' the crippled

|
¥
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[

- Krainer, the son of'longstanding'servants of the Eﬁrst [

,Saurau, who lives at ‘the head of the gorge, above the Foch-

lermihle and in the shadow of the walls of Hochgobernitz,
the ancestral home of thelr master., The dlsorders and -de-

formltles of the young Kralner aée the most® grotesque in

[

the novel. His fead is far too narrow, from whlch hls'eyes}

7bulge out, ‘'he 'has one leg longer than the other, sO; that any

attempt of hlS to walk would be remlnlscent of ‘the movements

of a glgantrc insect; he is completelyrhalrless and his body

is covered With yellow blotchés; he salivates and shivers’

and hlS bed is occa51onally enclosed by an ‘iron frame because

°

of his v1olent outbreaks. ~fhe "Katastrophalveranderungen'

A
in. Kralner S bddﬁ are matched by a correspondlng collapse of
h15~mental fac111t1es, leav1ng hlm‘both crlppled and insane.

S .. 186. -
In such a condltlon he could ea51ly become terrlbly old.

)

“With the medlcal examination oi the young Kralner the

-

'flrst _part of Verstbrung ends,,and the second sectlon, whlch

comprlses practically two thlrds of the whole book consists

of the long monologue~conducted by . the 1nsane, but also

v

highly aware FUrst Saurau, the last patlent in - that partlcu—

‘lar day' s round of medical calls, while strolL@ng accompanled'

, , ~ . 187
by the doctor and~his,son along the walls Jf his castle.

i
°

He talks of three candidates for an administration post on

A

his estates, of natural disasters~§5ﬂ*of'his own afflictions?

-

he phllosophlzes on man's existence, medltates on su1c1de,
criticizes the state, and, in- short, he sums up in a deeper
‘sense much of what had been revealed in the palnstaklng Ob-

servatlons of the first part of the novel The book ends '
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quiﬁe_sud&enly‘in.the‘midet of}Seurau's soliloquy and teﬁds
 tq,leave the reader initially somewhat dissatisfied by the
jmonotony of its, iecessant fetufﬁ fo pathological disease,
ineanity and the abnormal.  In its depictign of these darker

. ’ . . ! N'. ‘
recesses of human existence, however, Verstorung represents

an attempt tolidentify What’ﬁcr Bernhard is tﬁe true situ-
ation of all earthly life, and to expose as highly question—
able thatjﬁhich is usuelly regerded as normal within itt
'An important key to,an'understending of Verstarcqg

| L
lies in Bernhard's concept of death. In the opening.words

;
~of his already—mentloned acceptance speech for an Austrlan

N

literary prize he expresses hlmself in. the follow1ng manner:
"es ist nichts zu loben, nlchts zu verdammen, nlchts,anzu—

, klagen aber es ist vieles lacherllch es ist alles lacherlich,
188 7 v : _
wenn man an'den TOD denkt." Here he reveals that all ex-
N B v :
istence becomes meaningless when confronted withgj:h, that

life is, in fact, determined by ﬁeatb, and that *h is a

constant factor in all activity and ungertaking. These
themesiare perennﬂE1 fppics in the hp@el, and areﬁevident not
only in the ghastly descriptions of 'the doctor's_patients,

but also in“the‘thoughts.of the nobleman Saurau. For him

humanity constitutes nothing more than a gigantic community
of the dying, consisting of billions and spread across five

continents; and life a school . in which the instruction-
189 - ;
material is death itself. The sole attainable object of -
190 ‘
learning,is death. - fWhat constantly occupies man's atten-

tions is death, and it remains "am .deutlichsten menschllch
. 191
..dass -alles im Tod geschieht.” = Because death has ach-
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.ievéd déhinance over life, sicknees is viewed as positive -
"die Krankheiten fihren den Menscﬁen am klirzesten zu sich |
selbst" - and life, as a preparatlon for death, is only as
iong as is necés'sary.192 ]PQSLtlve significance to»death is
also supplied by the doctor; for whom the.essentiai charac-
teristics oﬁjman only become dlscernlble when he is lost to

'

‘thlsﬁyorld-

Das Wesentlithe an einem Menschen komme
erst ‘dann, wenn w1r ihn als fur uns ver-
loren anschauen mussen, in der Zeit, in
welcher dieser Mensch nur noch von uns
Abschied nimmt, zum Vorschein. Er k&nne
auf einmal in allem, was an ihm nur noch
fVorbereltung auf ‘'seinen ENDGULTIGEN TOD
sei,” f §e1ne Wahrheit hin 1dent1f121ert
werden

a4

o

L

. In this sense relatlonshlps between people,'as in the case

-

of man and wife, can only become totally fulfllled for the

onegwhen the other ls;dead, as the doctor realizes w1th re-
' -

gard'to his own dé¢eased spouse: "Jetzt erkenne er_sie,‘die‘
zu ihren Lebzeiten heben ihm von ihm zwar geliebt, aber nie-
‘mals erkannt worden sei. _Zusammen seivder Mensch mit einem
geliebten abderh endlich erst, wenn der betreffende TOT,
TATSACHLICH IN IHM‘IST."194

Another-funaamental_theme of'VerstBrung,is~its-notion

-
of an 1nexp11cable and destructive nature, and again it is

the First Saurau who plays an 1mportant part in reveallng
this. He informs his visitor that nature alone defies el-
| ucidation, ‘and elsewhere he describes it as the only true .

poetry, or as.a,systeh of numbers and digits, orias'a perfect
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O :
grammar, or a gigantic unlvétsal surreallsm, or as -a concept
_ 195
‘clearly dlfferentlated from human ‘existence. Natural

phenomena and catastrophes directly affect Saurau and are
reproduced within his being‘in the form of Mnstant des-

4

: ., @ . . . ; N s . ’ ‘

tructive intrusions into his perception. Violent subterran-
.. . * . . .

ean earth-movements and running water cause noises within

hlS mlnd whlch he identifies as "Risse, d1e sich vergrossern,
196
ein idealer Zersetzungsprozess der Natur'" A devastating

flood, whlch had caused a qon51derable amount of cattle to

drown and give off a decaying‘smell in the valley of the

- river Ache below his castle, is_eXPeriencea by him in the

sense of a mental disaster:

...das Wort VERWESUNG, das Wort VERFALL-
PROZESS, das.Wort DILUVISMUS ausrufend,
habe er auf einmal von einer durch die
Gerausche in selnem ‘Gehirn noch viel
grdsseren Verwlistung IN SEINEM KOPF als
an den Uferr der Ache unten gesprochen.
"Hier in meinem Kopf", hatte der Saurau
gesagt, "handelt es sich, tatsachi gh um
eine UNVORSTELLBARE VERWUSTUNG

*

His castle, Hochgobernltz, has durlng the course of centurles

gradually ‘been 1nvaded and permeated by the expaﬁse of nature

- 3

surroundlng 1t, and he hlmself 1s unable to escape the same
fate: "Ich schlafe auch denke ich oft, IN dieser Natur['ich‘
‘schlafe IN der  der Hochgobernltz entsprechenden Feuchtlgkelt
und Kalte." 19? In the same context he speaks of a coldness
’ whlch comes up from the gorge, sO that in hls castle an 1cy
Chlll prevails, whlch may penetrate his 5“hg, regardless of

<

his situation: " 'Die KalteL, sagte der Furst, 'ist in mir,
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also ist es gléich, wohin ich gehe, die Kglte'gehthN MIR
o 199 }

MIT MIR. Ich erfriere von innen heraus.'" Similarly

symptomatic of the ihexplicable and destructive characteg—

istics of nature are the "drawings of one of the doctor's

former patients, a schoolteacher from Salla, Whose work th¢

.doctor describes to his son: st

"Das Ddmonische, das in den Zeichnungen
.des Lehrers mehr und mehr zum Vorschein
gekommen sei, habe seine Eltern erschittert.
' In feinen Linien zeichnete er eine Wwelt,
"die eine selbst vernichtende Welt ist",
. .Zexfetzte Vdgel, auseinandergerissene
Menschenzungen, achtfingrige Hinde, zer-
“brochene Kbpfe,..Der Surrealismus des
Lehrers sei ein vollkommen neuer,..das
auf den Blittern des Lehrers seg nlchts
- anderes als die erkllqhkelt

In the chaotic violence created by the schoolmaster upon his
sheets of paper the doctor'detects-the true natural state of

much of the area -his medical practice covers:

Von seinem Bett aus habe der Lehrer auf
den Bundscheck auf d&r einen und auf den.
Wolkerkogel auf der anderen Seite sehen
k8nnen. : ."Diése ganze grauenhaf e Natur
ist in seinen Zelchnungen spUrbar" sagte
mein- Vater...Er hab€ eine ganz andere
Natur gesehen als sie [seine Eltern],
sagte mein Vater, "eine ganz andere als
- die, die WIR sehen, wenn wir in sie

hineinschauen." Er habe auch eine ganz
andere N%tfr gemalt, "alles vollkommen
anders.

In the second section of the novel, the long monologue

of Furst Saurau, which has already been seen to'be a rich

‘source of essential thematic information, the symptoms of the
ot esselt : ‘ - , :

dislocated,'distorted world emerging frém the schoolmaster's
) _ : : .
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’drawings, as well as from the earlier part of the:doctor's
round of medical calls, are developed fully in definitive
terms. Using expresslons which could guite easily be part
of Bernhard's already-mentioned acceptance speech, the -
Furst delineates the world as a comlc farce, a stage upon
whlch llfe is merely rehearsed, or as a system of numbers
an which no real contact between people is possxble.202 In
this sense tne individual is neWéF solitaty, but aiways
alonezoé‘for, like.everyone else;-ne is an alienated beinc,
a Qictim of tne perplexing reality'in‘which he'exists, in.
‘'which what he really 1s, remains unclear He is contlnually
subject to the encroachment of an lnexpllcable nature whlch
causes‘a'fundamental‘disorientated human condition, a ean-
ingless'disjointed confusion; a situation of‘"VetstBrung"
which as a consequence, drives him ever deeper into his own
being and destroys all meanlngful contact W1th his fellow
~sufferers. ‘This ,is the’ sense ofcthe Fu{st s words: ,"er
‘leben.in einem, man soll nicht glauben érossen, tatsgchlich
engen Gebaude alle zusammen und151nd Hunderttausende von

»leometern auselnander. Wir horen uns nlcht, wenn wir uns
anruf’en.,“zo_4 Under such conditions life has become agoniz-
ing, contentious, uncertain and obnoxiouSly*distasteful:
-"Alles liegt doch in . einer glelchmas31g stumpfSLnnlgen
Agonie,..ist...nur eine Geometrle der Zerwurfnlsse, Zweifel,
Lelden, schliesslich der Qual...hat mehr und mehr einen ublen
Mundgerucn. 203 In this type of world the only possible

manner in which human beings may exist is as sick and insane,
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e 206
dying and disoriented individuals.

Amldst thlS thoroughly negatlve settlng the “physician

conducts his far-reachlng practlce. He 1s the sole represent-

f oo
&

ative of hls profe551on in ybat amounts to a relatively large
and,dlfflcult area,207' and éppears as a dlllgent practition-
»ér-of medicine,th)'unllke other doctors,’who are nothlng
'ﬁore'than“bugines%men and act as such,208 is very much con-
cerned with thé neéds of his patients, rathergthan_withvthe
prospect of a financiqlly success ful practice. He is:thor-
oughly familiar with the names and condition of all he has

to treat, often éxtendg the duration of his sick-calls when
he reélly desi;eéF\o be élsewhere, and, unllke many, Still
‘.has‘the patience of an attentive listener.zo9 In fact, to
begin a medical practige-ét all in éuch:a region,'EOrders
‘upon madness, but the doctor isvaccuétomed to‘sécrifice him-
nself for a thoroughly dlseased population 1ncllned to violence

210
and insanity. . While, howeyer, the doctor appears here as

-

. ' . : J
an industrious, self—sacrlflplng.1nd1V1dual totally commltted
to the needs of'his patients;'many others in his profession

merely engage in a superficial course of treatments:

"Die meisten Arzte treiben auch heute noch
keine Ursachenforschung", sagte mein Vater,
"gehen ganz auf in'den prlmltlvsten Behand-
lungsschemata." "Medikamente verschreibende
Heuchler", wichen sie Uberhaupt der Beschdfti-
gung, dem Studium des Seelischen des Menschen
...aus. "Faul und feig" seien die Arzte,
sagte mein Vater, sich ihnen ausliefern,
bedeute, sich DEM ZUFALL UND DER VOLLIGEN
GEF[)HLLOS IGKEIT, EINER- PSEUDOWISSENSCHAFT
audliefern. Dle meisten Arzte seien heute
"UNGELERNTE Arbeiter der Miglzen" die
"grosstep Verheimlicher"
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.

Unlike the majority of his medical colleagues, the physician
of Verstorung is committed to "Ursachenforschung." A major
reason for his friendship with the realtor Bloch whose Jew-

1sh background does not, desplte local prejudice, deter the

212
doctor from visiting him, — lies in the weekhy discussions -
) ‘ . 213
"Autopsien an dem K8rper der Natur" - which the two engross

.

themselves in, and which, by their very character, indicate
the desire for a much deeper understanding of universal gon-

ditions;
-
The p051t1ve qualltles attrlbuted to the country doc-

tor stand in sharp contrast to the essentially negatlve sick

L 4

world in which he is functionally active. What thls/latter
topic entails must now be described. The.most readily evi-
dent functional role of the doctor lies in the‘revealing
aspects of his mediCal“calls. The first example cf this- -
Qoccurs after Grdssl's brutal attack on the lnnkeeper s wife,
when, dlscu551ng the 1nc1dent whlle breakfastlng with an
acquaintance of his, the doctgr ‘'goes on to_analyze the type
- . |

of existence led in the country. Brutality, crime an% viol-
‘ence are seen to be the cornerstones of daily Life in an area

- where crime is far in excess of that committed in the;city:

_ Tatsichlich seien mehr Brutale und Verbrech-

@ erische auf dem Land als in der Stadt. Auf|

" dem Land sei die Brutalit8t wie die Gewalt- |
‘tAtigkeit das Fundament. Die Brutalitlt lnf

. der Stadt sei nichts gegen die Brutalitdt |
auf dem Land und die Gewalttétlgkelt in dert
Stadt nichts gegen die Gewalttdtigkeit auf f

"dem Land. Die Verbrechen in der Stadt, dle»
STADTverbrechen, seien nichts gegen die ‘ .
Verufechen auf dem Land, die LANDverbreched 214
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- To provide alhedical service to.the;inhabitants'of such a
region means to enter a Qorld of dorruption and vice, and

in the case of Gr8ssl's assau%t the real culnrit was_the
innkeeper himself, who for’ years had treated his wife as 'if
she were an item of livestock. 210 What the phySiC1an reveals
here, however, is but one aspect of a world which is Sle

and diseasedtin its entirety. He ex15ts, in fact permanently
in a sick world among sick people,216 and he retains his func-
tion of exposing this condition, eitéer direetly through His
own analysis, or indirectly by initiating his narrator-gon

" into the eccentric, sordid}'and often startling presence of
his patients throughont the novel.~ Because the physician
deems it a mistake to conceal the fact that everything is
diseased,2l7 and because he sees an educational vglue in the
sight of His patients, the doctor takes his son with him on
his rounds: "'Studienhalber' nehme er mich'mit, sagte mein
Vater, immer wieder sagte er 'studienhalber*."218 ‘Verst5r;
ung is however, far frdm beingian‘"Erziehungsroman" in the
'regular sense, for the. doctor is also very apprehen51ve w1th
.regard'to?the»circumstances which his son will experience,zlg
. and, much more significant, the awareness'and insight that
the latter will gain will merely reflect the hegative reality
.which the Furst sums up in his soliloquy.zzo The educational
value of the conditions to which the docter s son is exposed
'w111 thus rest in the recognition of a. reality permeated by

a'human situation.of derangement and isolation.

. Despite the conscientious, self-sacrificing diligence
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which characterizes the physician's approach to the medical .
problems everYWhere about him, his patients exhibit'no trace
“o;,improvement; Instead, Bloch, the widow Ebenhbh, thenin—
‘dustrialist, the miiier anc'hie wife, Krainer and Saurau -'
all show increasing‘SYmptoms of decay against which the doc-
tor's medicines and treatments have ho decieive‘effect. |
There are other instances, too, ‘mentioned in the noyel, when
the létter's knowledge and efforts have been‘fruitless.‘ Such
was the case, for exafiple, with regard.to the illdess of his
wife in whose condition an unknown and completely puzzling
chenge was seen to occur, against which he was helpless,.and
‘he is now similarly ineffective when confronted with the mel-

¢

ancholy 51ckness of his daughter-, "An ihr sehe er am deut-
221 \ ,
llchsten seine HllflOSlgkelt Another occasion when the

doctor was’ unable to prescribe a, successful treatment: occurred
in the case of the Salla schoolmaster, when;the formerlwas
aware that usual medical terminology could’oot describe tbeh
'true c1rcumstances of the latter S demlse. "Freilich k&nne
man sagen, melnte der»Veter, dass der Lehrer an einer Herz-
'krankhelt, and der sogenannten Herzruptur, gestorben ist, -

man konne, es sich so elnfach machen,  'Aber das war es nlcht'

222 e
sagte er. ’

By emphaSLZlng the medlcal guality and the dlllgent
humanltarlan approach exhlbltedey the country doctor when
A unsuccessfully tackllng the problems of his patlents, Bern—

hard, however, underlines the insoluble depths of the sick

.reality his character reveals. The brutality of the Styrian.

@
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u”_proletariat, the pungent decay of Ebenhdh and Fochler, the
catasthphic deformity ofhKrainer, and the insane.eccen-
tricities of the other oatientshare symbolic of the funda-
mental dlsorlented human predlcament the "Verst&rung"-which
the writer ldentlfles as the ba51c condltlon of all human
exlstence. Cure for the patients of AMNe novel is 1mp0551ble,
and for this reason the medical function of the physician is
totally négateﬁ, a fact which is reinforced by the mentally -

disturbed, but very aware Furst Saurau:

"pazu muss ich sagen", sagte der Flrst,

"dass ich NIE an die Arzte geglaubt habe,

und dass ich auch heute nicht an die Kunsf

. der Arzte glaube,..und ich glaube ‘auch

heute, dass die Arzte immer -am weitesten

von der menschlichen Natur entfernte

Menschen sind, am wenigsten mit der

menschlichen Natur VERTRAUT."
_While, however, the doctdr is powerless to prevent
or contaln the dlseases and decay which he encounters, he
remalns nevertheleSS an exceptlonal member of his profes51on,
'for, like the Furst,hlmself, and the Salla schoolmaster, he

v - E 3 ,
does possess insight into human nature and is acquainted with
the COnditions which determine it. ‘This aspect of his role
gn the novel is- already obv1ous from his revealing descrip-
tlons‘of the lowland countryfolk, as well as trom his assess-
ment. of the Salla schoolteaCher‘s drawings. Another import-
ant lnstance in this reSpect occurs while the doctor and hlS
son are descending lnto the gorge where the Fochlermuhle is

sxtuated. The doctor speaks of an oml—palntlng hanging in

the miller's room:
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Es sei kein Heiligenbild im Gegenteil,

es stelle zweli mit den R&cken zueinander ‘
stehende nackte MAnner mit "total ver- .
drehten" K8pfen, "Gesicht zu Gesicht",

dar. Das Bild bewundere er schon langé;

und er habe daran immer schon die ver-
schiedensten "mehr grausigen" Gedanken
geknipft...Jetzt erkldrte er mir, dass

das Bild absolut hissljch und gleich-

zeitig absolat schén sei. "Es ist schon,
'weil es wahr ist", sagte mein Vater.

The picture of the two naked figures portrays the fundamental

distortion of human relationships and the impossibility of ¢?§

meaningful human contact, for, while the figures' heads are

turned towards eacn%?ther as wseek mutual acceptance,

the bodies are pointed in ..irections which indicates

'

the imminence of complete separ.u The paradoxical quality
of the palntln§$%8 recognxﬁéﬁ*ﬁy the doctor as the true Cir-‘
cumstances of reality, as an allegorical formvof the basic
dilemma of existéhce, the‘situation of "Verstorung“.

The question remains, however, as to what the essentiak
function of the doctor is in the novel. He has been seen as -
a character who is aware of the true nature of the world in
“which he lives, and who reveals the Sickness and decay ~of
which it COﬂSlStS.b Itsis in a deeper.perusal of these act-

Vities that the major significance of his role lies. Unlike

practically all the other characters in Verstorung the phys-

'lClan is able to maintain rationality and equilibrium amidst

the universally insane, Slck des lation which surrounds him.

lthough the danger of disorientat'on and decay is omnipresent

nd has even penetrated h%e»own ‘imme

jate family, he himself,

in full awareness of its presence and gharacter, and despite

%
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I.O
a frequeht threat of succumbing to the ugliness of his en-
225 .
vironment, remains normal and loglcal. He is very much

a solltary flgure who needs from time to time the attentlon
226 "
of a listener, but.hls loneliness is of a quite different

" mould to the disorientation of his patients. While these are

~ [

,"aiienated by an oppressive reality, he -is differentiated by

hlS very normallty, and the mbre he'comes into contact-with

.’

"them, the more solltary he becomes, while the progﬁem of

.

communlcatlon is impossible: "Tatsachlich kommt mein Vater
mit”immer mehr Menschen zusammen, um,. immer mehr allein zu

. °

sein.™; "...er‘[der Arzt] sagte:-'...Es.ist alles ganz anders.
Es 1st immer alles -ganz anders. SlCh verst&ndllch machen ist
227

'iunmoglich.' The sole character in the novel with whom

the d0ctor may converse in a relatlvely normal manner is the

228 )
realtor Bloch,  who, s;gnlflcantly, possesses the art of
\ o
understandlng exlstence as a type of mechanlsm in which the
‘ 1229
,most lmpofBant functlons are ea51ly grasped - In a way,

‘thlS lS what the doctor nlmself does, and,'as‘an external

.2

know1ng observer and revealer of ‘the 51ckness the novel de-

\

plcts{ he subsequentlyLemerges as a vehicle of the author,

N ¥ _0,,,

a flctlonal representatlve of-an lnvestlgatlve perceptlve
mlnd which, in a manner very 51m11ar to the process mentioned

"ln an autoblographlcal reference of Frledrlch pirrenmatt,. is

- 230

able to detect "das Schreckliche hlnter den Kulissen". + 'i»

4 A S
It lS for this. reason that the doctor stands rn such sharp

]

3contrast to the personages who lnhablt the world of the novel,

and for thlS reason too his medical ﬁuﬂt;on.ls toti%gy dggated -

“

o
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it is meant to be. Although;ﬁernhard may spmméiize the

issues of modern reality Lﬂ terms of a pathological diffi-

'/culty, he .also stresses that no cure is forthcomlng. - All
that remains for modern man is the mere recognition of" hlS
unfortunate pllght,7a recognition Wthh through the func-
*tional act1v1t1es of Bernhard's medlcal character, is also‘

brought home to the readeg of Verstorung.




-

G-

CONCLUSION

The,functional_signifiCance of the physician within
the llterary works examined in-this the51s is typified by

an undulating series of developments which are seen to stand

:ln firm relatlonshlp to the. major polltlcal economlc and

social events_of'the historical periods which the selected

literature covers. At the outset of the investigation,

@

striking examples of the doctor's utilization as, the mouth-

piece of socially concerned writers - a role which arises in

AY

conjunction with the former's identification as a scientific
L K
: : : o . .
1nvestlgator,and his subsecuent impoigant de51gnatlon as a

proclalmer of truth 'in the latter decades of the nineteenth

‘century - manlfest lncrea81ngly urgent warnlng tones until

the moment of social catastrophe occurs, as is reflected in

Ponten's work Die Bockreiter. Whereas initially, the concept

~of truth with which the scieﬁtific physician came %o be ass-

| 601ated was concelved in terms of an lmmlnent breakthrough

n

O ..‘.-. ;

into an age of peaceful ang’prosperous comfort, it appears

1
|

in the first works emamlned here already transformed’%hto a

detectable scept1c1sm, as ‘in Finckh' s ‘Der Rosendoktor, and

)

then 1nto a deflnl

ae
o

tempqgary soc1etyu as in Hauptmann s two works and Ponten s .

and sharpiy“négatlve appraisal of con-

novelle. ngle"these'four works reveal a progressive devel-
0pment in the thsician's status as a man of insightﬁand as

’

a vehicle of warning, it is also significant'agﬁfethey do

244
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ly a reallstlc and dedl-f,;j,it
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not pertray their important character as a'totally‘omnis-A
eient and/or energetic activist capable of playing an ulti-
mately decisive role in the improVenent of society. All

the physicians; in fact,‘contain within their person a
passive trait or'inherent weakness which the &iterary writer

appears to want to'stress.‘dThus the db¢tor of Finckh's

story gives his early warnlngs and retlres to cultlvate

roses; Schlmmelpfennlg ln VQ;qSonnenaufgang, while certain-~-

_;c1an, mars his praiseworthy

. Pl ‘J'_.'*Q,m .
diligence by an unfeeling pragmatism and in one case by a dis-
astrous scientific error; von Kammacher in’Atlazgis, from
whqm‘more urgent warnings of impending social d&anger come,

suffers from an all tpohhuman sensitivity and laek of con-

) : ; - , . S
sistency and withdraws from'the practice of medicine because

ts spiritual demands; Kircﬁhoff in Die Bockreiter, who

only too aware of the dlsaster about-to befall hlS world
and who attempts desperately to forestall 1t merely hastens
1ts develepment and hlmself falls victim to it. The signi-
ficancerf these withdrawals‘and failings may be said.toblie

in the,attempt of the writers to establish credibiljty and

~validity for the figure selected as the means ofvexpressing

their views. - By exposing the human Qualities of their char-
actersiin this manner they may hope. for greater social iden-
tlflcatlon with both the latter and w1th the crlt1c1sm they
have to offer - 51mllarly, nelther Stockmann nor Relllng in

Ibsen's plays An Enemy of the Pe0ple and The Wlld Duck appear

as 1nfalllble 5001al act1v1sts, desplte the truths which’ they

’
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reveal.. The works discussed in the ﬁﬁ?ét chapter of this

investigation reveal nascent and then steadily growing social

tensions which are epitomized for the writers above all by

an advancing spiritual decay. It is essentially this factor
which the physician is intended to expose and/or criticize,
and, as a result, new perspectives on an age of otherwise

astonishinhg achievements may be said to have been opened up.

' The works, through the specificvmedium of the doctor-figure,

can thus be seen as a counter to, or a brake upon the intoxi-
cation prodﬁced by an era of unprecedented scientific devlop-
ment and’ expanSion, as well as a means, of providing a deeper

apprec1ation of a hlstorical period often glorified for its

- material success. . o >

The warning function of the physician'is continued to

a certain extent in Hofmannsthal's drama Der Turm, but in a-

l
real sense the medical man h&s become a tOtally pa551ve fi g-

ure dominated by forces he at first is not even aware of.

".)l

Although on ‘the one hand Hofmannsthal takes pains to stres

4,
the profeSSional 1mportance of his character, as well as th
latter s ability to detect the spiritual nobility of Sigis-
mund and the~spir1tual,depravity of figures such as Julian
and Basilius, the playwright, in the depiction of the physfv
ician'SVQeakness in the closing stages of the play, clearly
underlines the futile position of the scientific‘humanitarian

in the harsh new social order represented by Olivier. The

_ spiritual essence of existence, the sustenahce of which has

already been seen to cause concern, appears'entirely banished
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at the outcome of the action, and the physician accordlngly
suffers a drastlc decllne in active functxonal 51gn1f1cance.
A further receSSLOn oﬁ this occurswln the two works of Karl

A Schonherr, in whlch nLgatlve forces, in the form of a chron- -
Cic materlal need, prove to be an insurmountable obstacle for
the soc1a1 1ntentlons of . the medical man, who subsequently
experiences a betrayal of hlS principles at the hands of both
himself and of the.community he had attempted to serve. The
functional role of the physician is largely apparent here in
‘an indirect‘sense, for in his unfortunate plight, which is
*even typlfled ‘on one occasion by a witnessing of a compfete
negatlop of medical practlce, the extent of the depravity and
spiritual desolatlon_of his env1ronment may be gauged.

The first seven works of this thesis are thushcharac—
terlzed 1n1t1ally by an lnten51f1catlon of the- phy51c1an s.
role as a# active Varnlng vehicle, and subsequently by-a
transformation from this to a passive figure whose oWn in;
efflcacy reflects the gravity of the soc1al situation in
which he ‘is cast. It is at this point, however, that the
‘physician is seen to reQert to a vigilant social'roiefin.the
work of ‘Ilg and Carossa. As he does th{s; his previous act-
-ive functlon as the critical warnlng vehicle of his creator
is develoPea into a role as the agent of soc1al reconstruc~
~ tion, as the type of soc1al catastrophe which had loomed
large for, and had in fact broken upon the physician pre-
viously, now appears as_aﬁ evil'to be successfully engaged.

In the_appealSﬂand actions of Vollenweider and Gion the means



"4

248

of securing a conflict-ridden and spiritually shaken sooiety'
upon:a harmonioftis and firm foundation is stressed asﬁa need
for toleramce and understandlng - splrltual qualltles, whlch
in the perlod adjacent to the hlstorlcal settlng of Ilg ]
play and Carossa's novel, had been largely downtrodden - and
-for splrltual guidance and personal contact The active, up-
ward funct10na1 trend in the activity of the medical man,
whlchwrewcharacterlstlc of these works, is stifled, however,
in the two novels of Ernst Welss and Erich Marla Remargque,

as the physician‘is forced into a defensive;'though not
strictly passive role, when pitted aginst .the malevolent
power of National Socialism. 1In Weiss' novel, however, the
physician—narrator is not only a witneSS to, and a .commen-
tator upon the growth and establishment of Hltler S power,
but also demonstrate~kthroughout much of the book by means

of his own inherent weakness, the susceptlblllty of man in

- general to the type of emotional appeal that National Social-
ism oould deliver. With regard to thls, it 1s 31gn1f1cant
that it:is the doctor hlmself who suffers from a dangerous
and unchecked egoism, for Weiss does not appear willing to«"
condemn outright the supporters of Hitler, but to express'a
degree of syﬁoathy with those who suc&umbed to the attraction
of what he regarded as a malignant disease. The defensive
role of the ‘physician durlng the perlod of Hitler! s‘polltlcal
. and early mllltary expansion is more fu&ly revéaled in much
of the activity of Rav1c in Remarque s novel, who, while co-

erced into pursu1ng a shadowy ex1stence in a foreign capltal
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refuses to despair and eventually strikes back at hlS oppres-
- sors, Both Ravi€¢ and the phy51c1an of Weiss' novel reveal U

within their own persons the disintegration of the gquality

of life which Hitler's regime brought.about. They are no

'_ longer aloof soc1al commentators in the same mould as the

physic1an-cr1t1cs of early modern technocracy_ and industrial-
vlzatlon,'butf as in keeping with ﬁofmannsthal s character,
are’ﬁhemselves pervaded_by the oppressive‘historical forces
of their times. While, hewever,'ce;tain negative aspects of
an age in which a person such as Hitler ceuid achieve and
consolidate.pelitical and military power are‘reflected in
their situation and act1v1t1es, éhey: unlike the physician
of Der Turm may offer llmlted but nevertheless active de-
fiance to their énemies. A much fuller, i1f not the ultimate

revelation of the evil and horror associated with National

Socialism is that in Hochhuthy4s Der stellvertreter, in which

the physician, in the form;éf:frofessor Hirt and, more‘nétf
. .

ably, that of the‘ DOktor, appears'as a cynical ahd perver-
ted criminal. ‘The complete disruption of human values which
" Hitler's regime instigated and stimﬁlated is epitomazed in'ﬁ
the role of_these_figufes, whose active functional signific-
ance lies inLexposing beth the depravity and the imbecility
of the Nationgl Socialist politicai objectives.

In fﬁe.first chapter of this study the works analyzed
’ }Setfay’ de-finite interloc;king trends in the functi;a,l signi-
ficance of the doctor—figure which may be said to conform to

the increasing concern of literary writers for the growing
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tensions they ekperienced within their social enyi:onments.
The same type of continuous development, however, is. hence-
forth eeen to be more sporédic as the physician recedes into
paeSiQitxﬂjes these same tensions develop into‘a harsh and
oppressive reality), flourishes in an active sense in a task
of social. reconstruction,  and then assumes a retiring role
when:again confronted with an overwhelming social danger.

In the final chépter of'this thesis a common factcr in the
analyeis of the functional significance of the doctor—figure
may be detected in the latter s lack of p051t1ve effectlve

acthlty agalnst a background of modern socxal existence, In

DuUrrenmatt’ s-play Die Physiker the phy51c1an-appears as the
hostile embodiment of chance and moedern authority; in Die Ehe

des Herrn Mississippi his actions may be summarised as an ex-

pression of the futilitf of existence itself; in Grass' novel

drtlich betBubt his view af reality is exposed as limited and

his éecuriﬁy as illusory; in Bernhard's Verstorung his func-

/

tion as a healer is ;Oially\negated by the disjointed nature
of the reality in w%ich he exists. Throughodt these-works
fhe physician, while occquing a central poeition in the lit-
erary action, thus appears as a negative,_ridicuioue, mis—‘
guided and medically ineffecti§e character.' It seems that
while writefs-still acknowledge his importance in the modern
world, they also regard him, as.is particulérly clear in the
last three.works meﬁtion%d above;nas a figure who is unable
tc cope with the type offproblematic'situations which they(

as deeper-seeing individuals, detect afflicting modern society,

o
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and which they depict, perhaps most strikingly, by means of
settings such as the path010gicaligloominess of Bernhard's
“novel, |

The most poignant revelation demonstrated by this
thesis lies‘in*the polarity between its earlier sectionS'and
its final chapter. This polarity'is, of course, inherent in.
the differing historioal perspectives of the two poles just
defined, but its real ESsence)is_grounded in the transform-
ation of the dogtor—figﬂrerfrom an active vehicle\of social
criticism and wsrning,:or from a positive force in re- |
estabiishing shattered'spiritual values, to a figure whose
normalcy is apparently measured by writers in terms of his
futlllty and 1neffect1veness. Furthgrmore,rthe negative
appearance of the physician»in the works of the final chapter
is' more deflnlte and final than in any others dlscussed here
" in whlch he is seen to recede as an effectlve social force.
Unlike in Der/-Turm, or in Schdnherr's plays or in the novels
efemined’inﬁchapter three, he is, in the final chapter, not
even;regarded aSvan,opponent, however limited his efforts may’
be; of the conditions confronting him,'but is himself a‘conF
stituent part,/or at most a functionless, non—ésrtisan on--E
lookerfof,the reality portrayed. Throughout this study an
attempt has heen made to demonstrate clearly both why and how
the physiCian constitutes an important oomponent-figure in
modern German literary theme and plot-substance. The analy-

sis of the doctd%—figure; as undertaken here, may be justifi-

ably regarded as a valuable means of probing some of the
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varying historical situations of late nineteenth and twenti-
eth century social life. The examination, in this sense, of
the phy51c1an s role in later, more contemporary works such

as Verstorung, however, makes such probing a Stlll hlgyiy

interesting, but at the same time a now almost frlghtenlng

task.
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Flucht aus den'herrschenden Verh3dltnissen, durch das Lebens-
~ wagnis einer, Auswanderung nach Amerika erwerben konnten. "
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‘Lowenthal = op. cit., pp- l7‘and,l9.<>%t the beginning
of his own analysis of the shipwreck scene in Shakespeare's "~
play The Tempest (p. 249)., LSwenthal outlines the dangers of
reading "too much into a work. Extreme care must be taken not
to assume too rapidly the ready jdentification and classifi-
cation of-socioloqical‘materialiin a text. Instead, it should
be the task of the litérary sociologist to trace the relation-.
'ship of the fictional characters to the specific historical
situations from which they originate. In another work Ldwen-
‘thal defines this task as follows: "He [the literary sociol- |
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37 : :
o For Georg Adam ("Der Arzt in der theratur," Das
llterarlsche Echo, V (1902-1903), 1593-1599.) the phy51c1an,
who' had often been treated as a figure of scorn, first rises
to emlnence in llterature in Zola's Dr. Pascal: "Er drangt
sich an unser Herz als fuhlender Mensch, in heissen Kimpfen
mit Zweifeln ringend, nxedergeschiagen von Enktauschungen
und Misserfolgen, dbch immer wieder sich e d 4n dem .
Glauben an den Fortschritt der Wissenscha$ | den end-
lichen Triumph- des Lebens.” .Guido.Brand g Arzt in der
Literatur, " Die Literatur: Monatsschrift 't®r. Literaturfreunde,
XXVI (1923-1924), 515-523) writes of an. orlglnaI'lnablllty
of the physician to banish sickness (Cf.’"p. 12, the remark
of Rudolf virchow adopted by Erika Ernst as. the startlng
point of her study), of his subsequent desperate, irrational
and illegal attempts to effect cures, and of the disbelief
- and scorn which was heaped upon. him. The drastlc develop-
ment of medical science in the nineteenth century transformed.
the physician, however, into an indispensable helper of
"humanity, ‘possessing” enormous: power which brought instant
respect for his profession.- This transformation is readily
- evident in literature: . "Die Behandlung des Arztes als .
dichterischer Gegenstand unterliegt so sehr der Entw1cklung
Sund. Festlgung seines’ Berufes, dass man in der Literatur-
geschlchte ‘mit grosser Deutllchkelt die prinzipielle Anderung‘
-seiner Darstellung aufwelzgn kann. . i1it den Fortschritten der

arztlichen Hellkunst...and rt sich das Gesicht seiner Gestalt
in der Literatur." With e naturalistic age there appear
for Wachsmuth, op. cit., 126 "Zuge eines grunds8tzlich neuen
literarischen Bildes vom rzte.‘ Er ist nicht mehr die gravi-'
tatische Figur des Lustspieles von einst, die ihr Nichtwissen
mit’-kinstlicher Wirde oder schlaue wOrtmachere1 zu verdecken -
suchte. Er ist auch nlcht mehr der weise verstehende Menschen=>.~
kenner der ernsten Dichtti ung, - ‘der trdstende, beruhigende Freund
im der kdrperlichen Schﬂerzensnot und Daselnsangst des ‘
(Menschen, der die engen Grenzen seiner arztlichen Kunst ‘mit
Hilfe von -Seelsorge vergessen macht. Den Kirchen und ihren
religidsen Bekenntnlssetrschon in der Jugend entwachsen -oder .
entglitten, -schwindet aus seinem Handeln das Hoffen auf die
Hilfe von oben und das |Gefuhl einer Abh3dngigkeit und Unzuléng—
llchkelt das von. ihm fromme Rechtfertigung fordert.

) . The works of Zola and Ibsen, while providing the
essential background atmosphere t¢ Hauptmann%s work, also

"~ reveal an interesting development within the new sc1ent1f1c
physician's .fumtion as the representatlve of truth (Cf. pp.
6-7). ~-For Zola ultimate truth and consequent peace and
happlness for mankind may be attained through scientific
progress, a senﬂlment identical to that of contemporary lead-
ing scientists. ' In Le Docteur Pascal (1893) (Cf. Emile Zola,
OuevresCompletes (Paris, 1967), p. 1190, the phy51c1an echoes
this bellef "...je crois que J'avenlg de 1 humanlte est dans

: q *o2
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le progres de la raison par la science. Je Cgbls que: 1a
poursuite de la verit& par la science est 1'ideal divin que
1 homme doit se proposer.. Je crois que tout est illusion et
_ vanlte, en dehors du tresor des verites- n&htement acqulses
et qui ne se perdront jamais plus. Je’ crois que la somme de
ces verltes, augment&es toujours, finira Jpar, donner a 1' homme
un pouv01r incalculable, et 1a sérénité slnon,le bonheur...
' Qui, je crois au triomphe final de la vie." *With Ibsen, on
the other hand, the scientific physician exposes a "truth"
of a different nature. In the drama An Enemy of the People
-(1882), the physician stockmann reveals the poisonous con-
dition of the waters in the local bath which represent a con-
siderable source of income for the towny, For Stockmann the
‘unhyglenlc water becomes symptamatic of the corrupt ana
poisoned’society in which he exists, and which is ruled by
‘the "relics of a dying age." As a proclaimer of truth, the
physician ‘is here no longer the herald of a probLem-free
‘social age, but a social critic whose dlsclosure of .reality
is painful and harsh. = In Ibsen's later play The Wild Duck
(1884) the physician Relling exposesgthe "trut h" as the in-
herent weakness of man. While the gocial idealist Gregers
Werle wishes to impose stringent mogal standards upon his
fellow-men, Relling demonstrates the¢ incompatibility of this.
with human nature. His cure for hulmanity lies in’ deception,
but in upholding this he is not'aCting dishoncurably, but
vreallstlcally He is aware of man's spiritual weakness, and
in order to stimulate this he employs illusion by which is-
meant the instilling of self-decep®ion -into the individual.
This has been the case with the former theological student
+Molvik, who may consequently sustain hlmself by believing -
. that his outbreaks of drunkenness are the result of a demonic
element w1th1n him,. *In stark terms Relling indicates the

necessity of deception -for human nature: "Take the life-
lie away from the average man and straight away you take
away his. happlness __The truth revealed by the Jphysician

in this instance is_once. again discomforting, but both Relling
and Stockmann are employed to disclog® exactly this; which re- y
_verses the optlmlstlc hopes" expreseed by Doctor Pascal in
Zola's work. The same fupction of reveali the ugliness of
modern scientific c1v11f§atlon, rather tha: ts presumed ad-
' vantages, is also pertormed by the phy51c1an Schlmmelpfennlg
in Hauptmann s play. g - )

’}, N o . . B

39 y' | o | o
‘ -Cf. the studies of Helene Schachel, Fritz Wittmann
and Paul Carsten (pp. 10-11 of this study). '

.v,‘, R . . . \ .

40 / : . ,
-+, ‘Lye. at a time coingidental with the literary period
- of Naturalism.| History, as an essential element -of this study, |
will be regarded -in the sense of an- enquiry, as "d participant
in man's struggle to understand his environment, physical,

. 'temporal and social." and as "the attempt to discover opn the

basxs of fragmentary evidence the Slgnlflcant thlngs about
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ghe past." Cf£. Arthur Marwick, %he Nature of History

. (London, 1970), p. 13, and Geoffrey Barraclough—'ﬂlstory in

a changlng Worlb (Oxford 1955), pp. 29-30. Problematic dis-
¢ussions concerning subjects such as the function of h;story,-
or the nature of historical ‘explanation. are not regarded as
fundamental toplcs of this lnvestlgatlon and will thus be

’av01ded S . '

41 i R .
’ ‘ - CE. Hermann Welgand Thomas Mann S novel Der Zauber—
berg (New York, 1933), PP. 39-45, -

, » -
42 '

Cf. Erlch“Stern,;"Krankhelt §ls Gegenstand dlchterl-
scher Darstellung,” Die Literatur: Monatschrift fur Literatur-
freunde, XXVIII (1925-1926), 703, where sickness. is described

Las a type of ﬁbuchstone- "das Verhalten des Menschen der

Krankheit gegentber wird nur ein-~ und- zwar ein besonders :
typlsches Beispiel dafldr sein, wie sich der Held dem Schicksal
- oder im weltesgen Slnne dem\ieben Uberhaypt - gegenﬁber

verhalt "o

43 S _
>Weigandf op. cit., pp.. 3-13. ... |

44
Ibid.,_p.,39.

€ 45 o

. CE. Gunter Treffer, Studlen zum Problem der Krankhelt\
in Thomas Manns Roman Defr Zauberberg, dlSS.»Vlenna (1956T
p. 183. : ~ .

46 "; ' . < "~ - : >_ coe ",pz ‘x

Weigand, op. citLJ,p. 47i : =N : . 1\
47 Y . ‘ ; ; . ) .
Thomas Mann, "The maklng of the Maglc ‘Mountain," The - 4.
Magic Mountaln, trans. H.T. Lowe -Porter (New York, 1969), . )
p. 727. I . R Y
18 .

Thomas Mann, Der Zauberberg in Gesammelte Werke, III

'3'(Frankfurt/Ma1n, 1960), p. 686. All future references will:. -
-be to Zauberberg. : ‘ I ’

-

2

A.49 o ’ ' ! o .‘ - N
Ibidn, p(‘6880 ; . ‘j‘;@{
50 | -
Cf. Hans Castorp s words tO’Clavdla Chauchat (Zauber-'
bef , P. 475): "La fidvre de mon: corps...ce n' est rien

tre...que mon amour pour toi." . . e s

”
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o

Zau?Lrberg. pp. 83-84,

Gerhard Mpyer, Untersuchuhgen zur Darstellun und 
diss. Tﬁglngen,

Deutung des Todes| im Frihwerk Thomas Manns

(1957), pP./ 34. ‘i
| -
f~ 53 S

i " Ibid., p. 33ff. and p. 62ff.

*

54 '
 Ibid., p. 34.

55

- 56

57
Thomas Mﬁﬁp,

Ibid., pp. 29-31.

Zauberberg, p. 372

A

The Magic Mountain, trans. H.T. Lowe-

‘ Porter (New Yorkw‘i96§7, p. 182,

58 - ,’w

Meyer, op. cit., p. 65.

59‘ :
Thomas Mann,
.ed. Hans’ Burgln,‘

¢6Q

6l

62

p. 30.
‘ 63

‘ Gottfried Benn,:
Gesammeite Werke, ed. Dleter Wellershof,

"Einfﬁhrung in den Zauberberg," in Werke,

II (Frankfurt/Maln, 1968), p. 335.

Zaubefbe;g,.pp, 29-30

Cf£. ibid., pp. 256 and 183.

°

"Lebensweg eines Intellektualisten,”
IV (Wiesbaden, 1961),

Ibid., p. 33.

N
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K ‘
Chapter I »

Koppel S. Pinson, Modern Germany: Its History and
Civilisation, 2nd ed. (New York, 1966), p. 219

2 . : : .
, For a concise list of the most notable scientific
discoveries' of the period see Pinson, op. cit., pp. 253-4.
Although it could be claimed that the nineteenth century in
its entirety could be said to reflect the transition to mod-
‘ern technological society (Cf£. J.S. Schaplro, ‘Modern and
Contemporary European History 1815-1952 "(Cambridge, Mass.,
-1953), p. 489ff.), it was not until the latter part of it
~-that the application of scientific prxinciples to industry
began to produce the kind of technological society known
today. In 1870 the German economy, although prosperous and
- @xpanding, still only stood upon the threshhold of mechan-
ized industrialization. The era of the factory worker and
the Rroductlon line had not yet fully come into belng, and
many one-man workshops and even the "Wandergeselle" - a
tradesman who roved the country with the tools, of his trade
in his knapsack - were much in evidence. A severe financial

.5 crisis in 1873 did, however, severely damage this particular

»ﬁworklng'cllmate, as only the most efficient and affluent
producers were able to continue afterwards. Thus the crash
of 1873 cleared much of the old system of work away, and a
basis could be laid for the rapid and large-scale meéchaniz-
ation and industrialization which characterized Germany right
up to the First World wWar. The year 1873 can subsequently

be said to mark the dawn of modern German scientific-industrial
society, and the scientific age, as mentioned throughout the
first chapter of this study, will allude to those years- after
1873 in which many scientific and technological achievements
~were fulfilled, and in which German industrialization flour-
ished.. Cf. P.J.G, Pulzer, "German Hlstory from Bismarck to
"the Present" in Germany: A Companion to German Studles, ed.
M. Pasley (London, 1972), P 276ff.

3 " -
Hajo Holborn, A Hlstorx_pf Modern Germany 1840 1945
(New York, 1969), p. 405

4 ‘ S
For a comprehen51ve survey of these developments see
- F.A. Lange,, Geschichte des Materialismus, II (Leipzig,: 1926)

5 ! v S o

'Cf.. Virchow's words at the 1871 Rostock conference of &3
the German Scientific and Medical Association: "Die Natur-
.w1ssenschaft gestattet dem einzelnen;, im vollen Sinne wahr

zu sein." :Quoted in Bruno Wachsmuth, Der Arzt- in der Dich-
tung unserer Zeit (Stuttgart, 1939), p. 84.

e : -
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6
Quoted in Wachsmuth, op. cit., p. 198.
7 ‘
Pinson, op. cit., p. 255,

-

-8

Ludwig Eﬁf h, Der Rosendoktor (Berlin, 1905).

“4bid., pp.~ 36-7.

10 .
Ibid., p. 64.

11 _ .
Ibid., p. 108. .

12~ o
- Ibid., p. 113. , ,
13 : _ ‘\\)u

-C£. Ibid., p. 126. . :

14 . . ‘ . . v
‘ The movement for the emancipation of the-woman gained
considerable ground in' the last part of the nineteenth century.
Finckh's contemporary, August Bebel, had in his book Die*Frau
und der Sozialismus (1883) defined the woman problem as part
of the general soc1al dlfflcultles of the period: "Die Frau-
enfrage ist...flr uns nur eine Seite der allgemeinen sozialen
Frage, die gegenwartig alle denkenden KOopfe erfillt." (A.
" Bebel, Die Frau und'der Sozialismus, ed. Monika Seifert =~ |
(Hannover, 1974), p. 35). Another critic of the time, Helene
Lange, noted that the impetus of the movement for women's -
emancipation picked up greatly with the technologlcal develop-
ment and industrialization, {Lebenserinneru *(Berlin; 1821)
For .C. Zetkin in Zur Frage des Frauenwahlrec ts (Berlin, 1907)
the demand for women's suffrage results from th®t economic and
social revolution provoked by the capitalistic mode of pro-
ductiorm. [Quoted in Werner Thdnnessen, The Emancgpatlon of
. Women: The Rise and Decline of the Women's Movement in!German
Social Democracy, trans. Joris de Bres (Bristol, 1973), p. 63].

N : S
15 - ~ o G
Cf. Hans{Ulrich Wehler, Das deutsche Kaiserreich 1871-
1918 (Gottingen§ 1973), p. 53. - .

16

Quoted in Karl Helnrlg&ﬁHofele, Geist und Gesellschaft’
der Bismarckzeit 1870~ 1890 (Gottlngen, 1967), p. 139. ~

.@

17

. Der. Rosendoktor, P 112 ‘Frlschwachs, however, re¢o97M’

' nlzes (p. 111) the potentlal talents ofﬂthe woman,, T

P
s s . R = : oo 5 "Xiiv e Fa - * C0 Y
:TA,C} . ‘). ) k3 {S k f Y :. . . ; e o ,{\4
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18 Ly |
Ibid., p. 109. o '

19 . .
Quoted in Wachsmuth, op. cit., p. 52.

20 .

" Cf. Der Rosendoktor, pp. 64-5: "Die Kunstler hatten
die Augen bekémmen fur das Innerliche jedes Geschdpfes, sie
malten die Luft, sie. malten die Wolken, sie malten Baume, die
Sangen,”unQfoﬁgevund’TBpfe, die lachten und weinten und eine
Seele hatten4} ihre Seele. Die,Dichtgr hatten den Ausdruck
der neuen Zeit gefunden nach.langer Durre und stromten ihr
Blut in die Welt. Die Musiker:rangen und suchten. Die Tech=-
nik Qbernahm die Fuhrung Uber alle Lander, und die Wissen-
schaft atmete auf wie in der Morgenluft. Die Naturwissen-
schaften befruchteten sich und trugen nie geahnte Bliten und
Friichte. 'Die Medizin vertiefte sich, und das Messer der
Chirurgen wagte sich an Hirn und Herz mit grossem Glick; .
selbst bei den Theologen wehte, noch zaghaft, ein frischer
Wind, und eine streitbare- Jugendkraft brach mit uberlebten
Yorurteilen; sie fand zuweilen schon den MYut der persdnlichen
Uberzeugung und setzte sie durch gegen vertrockneten und ab- -
gestorbenen Formelkram."

21
Ibid. Cf. also p. 60: "War unsere Zeit nicht in.
lebendiger und rascher Entwicklung, die einen neuen Geist
verlange flir die alten Formeln?"

22 :
In 1889 and 1897 respectively Bergson had published
the Essay on the Immediate Data of Consciousness and Matter
.and Theory. 1In 1899 Freud published the Interpretation of
Dreams, and in 1913 Jung published On the Psychology of the
Unconscious. Although this last work appears well after the
publication of Finckh's novel, Jung had been a member of the.
‘Swiss group which first adhered to the Freudian doctrines of
psychoanalysis in 1904. During the next few years Freud re-
garded Jung as an-adopted sorn and future successor. All
three thinkers played a leading role in the establishment of
the concept.of«unconscious motivation in what was’' still a -
largely positivistic age. For a more detailed account of
the above see H. Stuart Hughes, Consciousness and Society
(New York, 1958), -pp. 105-160.

Coa

23 S : . .
Der Rosgendoktor, p. 61l. cf. also the words of
Hermann von Helmhotz in his speech Das Denken in der Medizin:
"auf die Kenntnis' der Gesetze der psychischen vorgange. musste
dgr.Arzt, der Staatsmann, der Jurist, der Geistliche gauen

- konnen, wenn siexeige~wahrhaft wissenschaftliche.Begrundung

' ihrer praktischen Tatigkeit gewinnen wollen.” (Quoted in

" Wachsmuth, op. ¢it., p. 9). L ’

.4
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24 ) : : _
Gerhart Hauptmann, Vor Sonnenaufgang in Samtliche
Werke, ed. H.E. Hass, I (Darmstadt, 1966). All future ref-
erences will merely indicate the play's.title and vo lume
page number,

: In 1910 the United States: produced 28 million tons
of pig iron, Germany 15 million, and Great Britain 10 mllllon.

26 : ' . ¥
Cf. Holborn, op. cit., p. 376. .
27
See above, note 6. )
28 B
Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 49.
29 PN v ‘ B .
Hauptmann himself indicates this as follows: "...der

Einbruch des Kohlenzeitalters in dLe dérfliche Existenz mit
all seinen geféhrllchen und hisslichen Begleiterscheinungen
...ist mit seiner ganzen Problematlk in mein Drama 'Vor ‘

Sonnenaufgang' eingegangen." Quoted in C.F.W hl, Zwies-
prache mit Gerhart. Haqptmann Tagebuchblitter (Munlch l949),
_p. 45. .
30

Cf. P. Schlenther, Gerhart Héqgkmann: Leben und Werke,
3rd. ed., ed. A, Eloesser (Berlin, 1922), p. 47.

31 .
Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 21.

32 : .
Ibid:, p. 44. ~ . .

33 - ‘
See above, note 2.
t . \
34 : ﬂ
Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 47

35 , | : L
Ibid., pp. 27-8. ' {3@&?
' ' RANE

36

Ibid., p. 88 and p. 53 whgre the stage dlrecthnﬁ‘read
as follows: "Sein [Schimmelpfenhigs} Ges1chtsausdruck§ wenn
er.mit Hoffmann redet, ist geZWungen ruhig, ein Zug®von Sark-
asmus liegt um seinen Mundwinkel." Also p..90 whexe Schimme l-
pfennig describes Hoffmann as "der .traurige Zwitter." L.R.
Shaw, Witness of Deceit: Gerhart Hauptmann as a critic of

3~
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Society, Univ. of California Publications in Mode Phil-
ology EBerkeley, 1958), P. 43 reveals the 51gn1f1z2nce of

qgls remark. Hoffmann, "in his attempt to escape from the
H¥rsh world he has done so much to exploit,..damns himself

to the lonely way with no companion beyond his own conscience."

37 ; ,
Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 92.

¢ .

38
Cf. p. 7 of the introduction to thlS investigation.
Also see above, note 5.

39 :
Shaw, op. cit., p. 43 has the following to say con-
cerning the Witzdorf environment: "a socxety\zn which love
is stillborn and children die, as Hoffmann's do, of the.
social maladies which their parents bequeath to them, is a
society destiped for extinction." 1In such a case the social
problems which beset the community are insurmountable, How-
ever, if Shaw, when mentioning social illnesses bequeathed

to children by their parents, has the hereditary transmission
of sicgkness in mind, he is not consistent with the valid
point made concernlng the problem of alcohol in the Hoffmann
‘famlly\ See ‘below, note 48. /

40 E
Wachsmuth, op.-cit., p. 45 descrlbes this very impor-
tant role as follows: "Der Arzt als gelstlger Fahrmann fur
zusammengebrochene Schwarmer und Begllckungsapostel, die er
*hlnuberbegleltet zum Strande der Tatsachen, wo sie erst ein-
'mal ‘sehen lernen, wie die Dinge wirklich sind." Such a func-
tion indicates the physician's superiority in the assessment
of social reality, and 1ron1cally conforms to the confidence
placed in his social prototype in ascertaining the truths of
existence.

41 :

Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 85.

42
Ibid,

43 | ,
See pp. 69-70 of this study.

44
H. Barnstorff Die sozxale AEOlltlSChe und- wirtschaft-

liche Zeitkritik im Werke Gerhart Hauptmanns (Jena, 1938),
p. 57.also interprets the object of Schlmmelpfennlg's .prac-
tical materialism as the realization of some eugenic ideal.
While the area of the play's action is far from being the
most ideal region in which to evaluate the conventional
problems confronting the woman, it is, because of the alcohol-.
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ism and apparent hereditary affliction which pervade 1t, a
highly suitable environment for a study 6f hereditary degen-
eration in families. Such a topic would seem to coriform
suitably to Schimmelpfennig's extensive researches.

45 ' . :
Vor Sonnenaufgang, pp. 93-94.

46 . : - !
Gerhart Hauptmann, "Das Abenteuer meiner Jugend" in

Simtliche Werke, ed. H.E. Hass, VII (Darmstadt, 1962), p. -
1065: "Vererbungsfragen sind schon damals in der Medizin
und daruber hinaus viel diskutiert worden...auch in unserem:
Kreis. Die Degeneration im Bilde der Familie wurde,/melnes
Erachtens zu Unrecht, meist auf den ubertrlebenen Genuss von
Alkohol zuruckgefuhrt."

/
J/
{

/

47 ’

Cf. Ernst Jokann and Jdrg Junker, Illustrlerte deutsche
Kulturgeschlchte der letzten hundert Jahre (Munlch 19767,

p. 260. v . ,

48 '
Shaw, op. c1t., P 113 The evidence suppOrting this
’cruc1a11y important contention that the Krauses' alcoholism
is an acquired tralt, which Shaw does not mention, is sup-
plied by Helene. After returnlng'pome from boarding school -
she has spent four years with her family at Witzdorf. Her
words to Loth imply that béfore she went away conditions in
the Krause hOusehold were far different: "Und als ich dann
nun vor vier Jahygen wiederkam, da fand ich einenvater-der...
eine Stiefmutterfdie...eine Schwester..." (p. 79). (She
is too disappoinfted to explain more fully to Loth that her
family are drun ards) It seems that the Krauses took to
drink after Helgne's departure, i.e. after the discovery of
the coal under their land, and there is no mention of earlier
drinking problem§ in the family. Helene's grandfather was
a poor drayman, was Krause himself at one time (p. 26).
Helene even makes\a distinction between this .earlier period
and the conditions of the present, which for her are empty
and wretched (p. 26).

Vor Sonnenaufgang, p. 94.

50
Ibid: "Zu allem, zu allem halte ich ihn fahig, wenn
fur ihn ein’ Vergnugen dabei heraussprlngt " : ,

51 .
Ibid., p. 95.

52 - : ~
Behl, op. cit., p. 258. Also K. Hildebrandt, Gerhart
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i
Hauptmann und die Ges&hlchte (Munlch 1968). pP. 53:. "Als
tiefer sehendem war eg ihm unmdgllch, sich dem Fortschritts-
glauben des 19. Jahrhunderts blindlings- anzuschliessen.
. Der erste Weltkrieg zeigte ihm dann, wie berechtigt seine
Skepsis war." The play's title suggests, however, that
Hauptmann did not regard the dismal predicament of its chara-
cters as the permanent fate of humanity. He did, on. the
other hand, feel that in order to achieve a condltlon of
social harmony the very worst aspects®of social life had
first to, be confronted and overcome.« cf. Shaw,, op. c1t.,/
p. 43. . - ‘

53 .
- See above, note 19.
54 ‘ ' | - -
Gerhart Hauptmann, Atlantis in Samtliche Werke, ed oo
H.E. Hass, V (Darmstadt, 1962). All future reference to this
work will merely 1nd1cate the novel's title and the volume b

L3

page number. - - , 7 e

55 _ T :
Cf. Pinson, op. cit., p. 240.

56
Ibid., p- 247- o . ! ) -

57 ’ . .
Atlantis, p. 421
58 o |
Ibid., pp. 492 and 615.
59
Ibid., p. 421.

60 ' |
Ibid., p. 492.

61 . L
Ibid., p. 672-673.

62 ~ .
~Consequently, von Kammacher is less blinded than Wil-
- helm by the wonders of modern science, and more receptive to
".‘the human problems which accompany them. '

Atlantis, p. 425.

64 - . ,
Ibid., p. 524.

65
Ibid., p. 525.



66 | - :
©Ibid., pp. 525-6. ' _ !

T

‘Ibid., p. 526.
Ibid. . .
69° > ‘ | -
Wachsmuth, op. cit., p. 127.

»

70. : ;

See below, note 77.
71

Atlantis, p. 453.
72 S

Ibid., p. 488.
73 f

Ibid., pp. 490-1.
S | 5
74 .

Ibid., p. 491.
75 - |

Ibid.
76

Ibid,
77

Cf. G. Hauptmann, Das Abenteuer meiner Jugend“in Samt-
liche Werke, ed. H.E. Hass, VII (Darmstadt, 1962), p. 1071:
ﬁDer Grundzug unseres damaligen Wesens und Lebens war Glaub-
igkeit. So glaubten wir an den unaufhaltsamen Fortschritt
der Menschheit. Wir glaubten an den Sieg der Naturwissen-
schaften und.damit an die letzte Entschleierung der Natur.
Der Siég der Wahrheit, so glaubten wir, wurde die Wahn- und

" Truggebilde auch auf den Gebieten religidser Verblendung

zunichte machen." Also a passage from his acceptance speech

for thé Nobel prize for literature in 1912: "Die dem Kriege
dienende Kunst und Wissenschaft ist nicht die letzte und die
echte, die echte.ung die letzte ist die, die der Friede gebi-
ert und die den Frieden gebiert." 1In Um Volk und Geist.

(Berlin, 1932), p. 31. The 'false' utilization of man's

achievements, the first alternative mentioned just above, re-
sulted in a world war barely two years later. -

98
Atlantis,.p. 614.

7 ’ : ) . ;'Q
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Ibid.; pp.' 444-5. | - ' i
80 . . B o - .
Ibid., p. 445, & . o
| .
. .81

Inathe years after 1933, for example, bein§ "hqﬂ&thy"’ *
and "happy" in Germany implied an’ acceptanca of Nationﬂ& :

Socialist doctrines. ‘ , R
82 5 - » | e
ktlantls, p. 446. o N 4 .
——— . ‘ D
83 ; v , : ' S
Ibida " p. 614- " ’ : ) o : /
84 o ,

Jbld., p. g: One is again remlnded of SChlmmelh
pfennlg s, gloomY Qralsal of humanlty. ' .
Jog

4o .

85 N v ' . ) y
# Ib1d., pq 660. 8% . e ‘ .
. Y o oy 3 " o ’ . .
8 . 86‘ ‘ i N . . . . ] »
T sn Ibl‘.‘ﬁg-,JBf 661. . ‘ | , . . 4 o
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‘. 89” o ’ > )‘ “,1-< '\
-, iPq plepgen, Kunze~dber§1chtstabelle zur Gesch1chte~
“der Med121%}:3rd ed (Munlch 21936) p. 60.

t,ﬁ

L - § N -
? Sy -

90 o
See also chapter three of this study.

, Atlant;s, p.2591,§apd.Ba§nstorff, op. cit., p. lo4.

"92:;“ n : - . R
ﬁachsmuth however, lnterprets the work as being
written in the sense of a liberal.cultural optlmlsm (p. 127)

- For him not' even the sinking of the Roland is- ‘indicative of -

'iany lmpendlng dlsaster. For E. Hilscher, Gerhart Hauptmann

(Berlin, 1969), 'pp. 301-2 the Roland is a symbol of decline.
Its sinking is "eine Vision von der bevorstehende Weltkrlse
und KrlegskatastrOphe, die das eurOpalsche Burgertum in den
Strudel relssen sollte. . - «

In doing this Schmidt is a contrastingffigure'to von
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Kammacher who is unable to endure the shores hf medical prac-

: /tice.. Von Kammacher's: ue in_the novel is, however, foun- -
ded dpon the very sensitivity to human suffering wh1ch ‘had

: made hls work as. a doctor personally difficult. :

Pinson, op. cit., p. 249. '

95 R , o
See page 57 of this’ study.

.. 96 ' B K ‘ S . e
'Holborn, op. .cit., p. 388 andVehler, op. cit., p. 53..
vo97 o - _ '
. Holborn, op. cit., p. 324. @
R - : g 7 o Ty
Germany s fallure to renew the: 1887 Relnsureance Treaty
~with Russia in 1890 did much to bring the latter together with
- France barely thYee years later. While Great Britain remained
uncommitted,  Germany, through this friendship, could no lon-
ger affect the balance of European power. After: 1893 German
-policy began to antagonlze the British ‘both in- Egypt artd more
- notably, in South Africa where the . receptlon of the famous -
- Kruger- telegram caused a major insult to the Island Power-:

,'vfGermany s desire to build a huge navy was also a matter of

anaoyance - to Great Britain, but, von Tlrpltz, the architect of
this- desxgn, remained unconcerned by, or unaware of th@ hosti-
lity He was creating. Another cause of contention arose from
the proposal of a Berlin to_ Baghdad rarlway which, in William
I1's eyes, would form an important -step’in establlshlng a pol--
~itical alliance with Turkey, and open up this area for German
_economic expansion. These' ideas angered both Russia which
'was unwilling to see 'such a Geérman penetration of Turkey that  ~/
~ could only strengthen the Ott§man Empire, . and Great Britain - -
~‘whose sea. route to India woul conséQuently be paralleled
by a railway. llne stretchlng, with its final stage, beyond
-Baghdad to the Per51an Gulf. 1In 1904 Great Britain and France

reachéd a conclusive settlement in their long-startding colon1—~
_al rivalry in Africa, and by 1907 Great Britain and Russia
_ through German naval policies on the' one. hand, and German =
- designs in Turkey on. the:other, had also'been brought together.
‘The underlylng danger of Germany's position had,, in fact, al-
ready been .demonstrated during the First Moroccan Crisis of
- 1905-6. ‘When Germany,vw1sh1ng to challenge the French influ--
) ence in that country, treated its rulér as a full, soverelgn,
~the . resultlng dﬁplomatlc conference, at which, the wéakness

-~ nature of- Germany s international predicament. “Great ‘Britain,

ﬁxthe ‘French was to.be ex yosed, merely, revealed the solltary

anxXious not to lose her pOlltlcal 1nfluence on the Continent,
“which would have become a_very . rgal threat ‘had the German in-
(tlmldatlbn of France succeeded assured the French :0f her‘_j

~ -
N

W,
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ary as well as diplomatic Support,.theggby greatly
nythening the Entente agreement of 1904, Germany's.
or ally, Austria-Hungary, whose.military weakness was to
be&8me only too obvious even ih the early stages of the First
.World War, was continually beset by serious racial strife,
which led 'in 1908 to rule by emergency decrees. The ‘Wilhel-
minian Empire, despite its great .ekonomic strength and formi-
dable military resources, had then in international affairs
 very little support, and faced already in 1907 a combination
of /Great Powers capable of crippling, or even destroying it.

. After 1907 -Germany's political position in the world
continued to worsen as:the antagonism generated by-the fric-
“tion between her and -her European neighbours developed into
open hostility which in turn-threatened to turn into a large- -
scale conflict. When in 1908 Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia ,
: and Herzogovina Hath Serbia, which had hoped to achiewe thisge" ¥
itself, and Russia, as- the latter’s protector, felt thwartefl’ -
~-and insulted. Germany, in order to resolve the situatien fg e
for her major ally, resorted to a test of strength with Rus#1¥ "
by reminding her guite clearly that the formidable German mil-
“itary power would be employed in any circumstances which =
might dffect the security of the Hapsburg Empire. A signifi-
. cant result of Russia's subsequent surrender to, the .German
tactics was the building-up and modernization of her armed .
 forces, whilejthe hostility of British diplomacy to Germany"s
threats reached an unprecedented level., - In‘ 1911, when France
sent troopé-into Morocco, Germany made it.clear that she
would only tolerate this pro¥ided that her iron interests in
West Mordceo would be left alone, and that France would give
up territories in the French Congo. To reinforce this posi-
tion a warshipswas sent, which arrived off the port of Agadir.
_on July 1st.  To'Great Britain “in_ particular this action @
-appeared as g dirges war th edt,rand plans for B mobilizationw
of her armed forces Were.fa‘igéy. drawn .up. AYEhOugh the
" German  positibn subsequently wtakened, ‘the German npaval plan-
ners took advantage of the British attitude to intrease pro-
duction in their building programmes™As a consequence: Great
Britain concentrated her vast fleet in the North Sea to main-
tain Her naval superiority, while France moved her battle-
ships into the Mediterranean to replace some of the departed
British units. In this manner the Entente agreement of 1904 -
between the -two countries became a virtual alliance against

German = aggression. . Ly
100 . ‘ , ' \' - —_».- ’\ . : -/‘. . Al .
‘Nv‘Joseﬁ Ponten, P& Bockreiter (Stuttgart, 1919). .

- ~ ‘ . .' »‘ ) ? \\ \"/‘ ' B v ;\. - - ’ A.-
1oy o o o 4 e ST N
- Ibids, p. 3. S L St {0

. Ibld. ,p. 13‘.5‘.
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103 » . B .
- The overproduction and wastage of Ubermaas are such
that the farmers' sons pelt each other with fresh eggs just
‘for fun (p. 18); when a cart-axle overheats it is liberally
"smeared with fresh butter (p.81);sat a village feast the
market-square is covered finger-deep in sugar to keep flies
away from the tons of food and drink available (p. 86);
. butter and cheese are used as missiles in the ‘mock battle
. ofﬁﬁgndern (p. 93£f). : ’ B o _—

A b
- ' 104 X ! ‘ ) ’ . . ’ ’ i . .
Die Bockrejter, p. 72. o - " V-
105 N “e

v ,‘ngted iﬁﬁw; Schneiaer, stéf“Panéhﬁ Eine .Aufsa-
‘ ‘tzreihe uUber seine . Persdnlichkeit und sein dichterisches .
_ Schaffen (Stuttgart, 1924), p. 79. B IR

#

o
e

SN 106 S e . : -
,ﬁy\\E\‘ Cf. Samuel Saenger, "Kulturpolitik: Gedanken/ Ziele,

' ‘Wlege," Die neue Rundschau, XIX (1908), l164; "Der DeutSche

_vom heute ist stark versinnlicht, fast ganz. zum Fachmenschen
entleert...Er ‘ist langsam hart geworden und realistisch und .

misstrauisch gegen jede, TatigKeit, die nicht sofort' einen ¢
‘neuen Zuwachs an Wirtschaftlicher Macht eintragt.” '

107 SRR I g T
,given in the epilogue to Die Bockreiter, p. 138.

“ 4

108 - Lot SN s . R
According to W. Schneider, op. ¢git., p;'7§\Die Bocke" E
reiter is an historically relevant work reflecting a period-
in which "selbstherrliche Zufriedeaheit und Sattheit die.
volker und Flhrer Europas Ubermitig gemacht und sie von

 ihreﬁ$P6he'hérabgestﬁrzt [haben] "

N

ks \ k&
4 = Die Bockreiter, p. 30. RO : pey d
110 Co - Nl
' Ibid,, pp. 24 and 30. Kirchhoff also supplied e
]infOrmatiQn qiven in note -101.. - R
* .An outward symptom of sickness which Kirchhoff is '

quick to recognize is the corpulence of the people of Ubermaas,
caused by ‘their insatiable gluttony: "Dickwerden und fast
!.ﬂal§§~Krankhei£en kamen vom vielen Essen. Das ganze Land dsse ,

czuviel.” (p. S1).. o &
vz ouE L

: , ;“Thé}éiééd 6f7the,BdCR;ei£ér, that "Torheit" as annéga—
. tive.element be despised, while "Narrheit" as a positive one
;_bgfhdncured;fis_st:ictly-enforced by Kirchhoff. He is thus
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uqderstandably andry at cruel and purely foplish acts such
as ' the tying of burning torches to the tails of dogs (p. 64).

113 . X , e
The abbot is totally deceived by the illus&fy economic
strength of Ubermaas: "Die Hauser blitzen in Sauberkeit und
 Schdnheit, Not ist fast unbekannt, und was Krieg ist, weiss
“han nwr aus Sagen und Blchern. Ordnung, Ruhe und Wohlstand -
.+ herrschen.!) (p. 32). This admiration for the external bril~
 -liance of Ubermaas can be said to parallel the predominant
. -feelihg- in Germany on the eve of the First World War, when
the serious ‘dangers to the country's future seemed by most
to he overlooked. = For the monk Thomas the general corpulence
of Ubermaas represents the workings of the Devil (p. 51).
The priest, however, who has had the benefit of learning
from Kirchhoff's insight, thinks far differently: "Das Volk
- ist unzufrieden, weil es den Menschen gut geht...Ich gestehe,
dass ich durch Kirchhoff misstrauisch geworden bin gegen den
Frieden in ‘unserm Lande." (pp. 32 and 35.) - =

#

114
»f\Die Bockretter, p. PLEE. ;

- 115 S e e
See above, note, 104 - ' A .
. ol
116 ‘ ‘ jy ' : . } ,
: As in the case of vgn Kammacher. Schimmelpfennig,:
however, does have certain/ pecuniary réasons for continuing
his pragt'ice 'in‘“t}%»e itzdorf area. ‘ - ' ‘

_ ‘ #lpfennig/, for example, .is a physician pervaded
by the p matism of a scientific age.- Kirchhoff, on he 4ﬁ§
other hand, is confronted by the #consequences :qf an extreme
‘materialism. ' CoL : S

N

¥
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The following historical accoun

information supplied in Hajo Holborn,
Germany 1840-1945 (New York, 1969)., PP
§. pinson, Modern Germany: Its Histor

gyowes much to the
A History of Modern

T 511-532, and Koppel?

s>nd-ed. (New York, 1966), pp- 350-391.

2
Ccf. Pinson,

v

op
. ;
Ibid.

(Wiesbaded, 1951), R~

5

Hugo ‘'von Hofma

in Einzelausgaben, Dramen v

further references to

of the play and the’volumé3

6

5 bl :‘. v
Wl o
rofe.sbelow, rote 32, and Haps C

. cit., p. 461.

k&

33ﬁ§§%'\f g
‘.‘j:f.

‘ PR L L .
nnsthaly*éer»Turm in Gesammelte Werke

v and civilisation,

.

\

arossa, Ungleiche Welten

7

i

- (FPE&nkfurt/Main, 1958). All

thingorklwill indica ' the version

age.

- %@

Gregor (Vienna, 1947)

K 7

o ~Cf. Heinrich Karl Roeder,
per Turm" in Europaische Dramen von

' p.'l7;

Meister und Meisterbriefe um Hermann Bahr, ed. igéephqﬁ

¥ 4

"Hﬁgo.von‘ﬂofmannsthai:
Ibsen bis Zuckmayer:

Dargestellt an Einzel

interpretationen,

 &d. (Erankfurt/Main,

-

Briefe des Dichters (

-9

Wnzeitig war dein Kri
Krieg." - :
L BN

10 o e
. cf. II, 361.

N ~

c.J. Burckhardt, Erinnerunge

. . cf. the words O
. hast deinen Krieg ver

1961), p. 154.

ed. L. Buttner, 2nd .

n an® Hofmannsthal und

Basle, 1943), P.

Toren, Basilius.
eg, fre

En
N

ch und freventlich war dein

40..

e Grossalmosenier, II, 365: "Du

Eitel war dein Krieg,

A

- é
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- 17 - -
** I, 33 and 132. o
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11 . ‘ ‘

' Unlike practically all of the otherpcharacters in the
play the physician is known by his ‘professional. title only.
It appears that Hofmannsthal is more interested in him as
the representative of scientific~human values, than as an
1nd1v1dual figure with his own social personality.

12 7 A
I, 30; II, 333 and 339, .
13 : g vﬂ' .
I, 41, é ™
14 o - PO *

I, 26.and 31; II, 335.

el
a

15 ' il

The awareness of the Grossalmosenler',

indicated (see abowye, note 9). Olivier, sp@

smuggllng of ,arms into the kingdom, indicatef

he is aware o; lmpeaﬁlng»soc;a -llapse. Sl
and 344) answ€rs Julian's o 3

occurring throughout the lap® %hpplylng details of the |
kingdom's staggering rate QJNuNEtion.
II, 335. . iy

18 : : f . “ : , |
Gerhart Pickerodt, Hofmannsthal, ramen: Kritik ihres
historischen Gehalts (Stuttgart, 1968)\p. 246.

19 o -

’ I, 31- . ' ' -
- . _ o
20 . . o
Ibid. . o
fi@m?“ﬁﬁwjf.f ‘
- II, 348. o '
22 : * ’
I, 43 II, 348: "Euer Puls geht nlcht gut, und doch-

blch verburge es-ist der Herzmuskel kraftvoll Aber Ihr

verleugnet Euer Herz...Hrz und Hirn mussten eins 'sein, - Ihr
aber habt in ‘die satanische Trennung gewilligt, dle edlen

pen, diese Ha ,~die sich Weib und Klnd zu beruhren
vefsagen." = " ‘ S .

EIEgewelde unterd,gckt DaVon diese biteer gekrauselten
n

-



V?\z -
o i 276
‘

23 A
, cf. Hugo von Hofmannsthal, "Aufzeichnungen" in' Gesam-
melte Werke..in Elnzelausgaben, VI (Frankfurt/Maln, 195 5 ’
p- 210 - . i - o )

) # B M N N 4@,1 . L
s . 2 4 ) e ', ’ [
. As in for example), "Dre1 kleine Betrachtungen" -
"Blick auft den gelstlgen Zustand Europas", "Erinnerung", in .
Gesammelte Werke in Elnzelausgaben,oProsa v (Frankfurt/Maln, .
1955) o o

N
e

25 ‘ ‘
Cf. \Reeder, op. cit., p. %PS.
. L)

26 ‘
: A Cf Slglsmund's words to the usurper: "Du hast mich

i o nicht. Denn ich bin filr mich. Du siehst mich nicht einmal:

v ¥ denn du vermagst nicht zu schauen, weil deine Augen vermauert

~ " sind mit.dem was nicht ist. II, 455., '

B : 3 E\ .,

27 " P T

. II, 455 and 459. ' ?K

. |
wy 4 | R X
- A | S

II, 459. Olivier does, however, apprec?ate Sigismund's
charismatic personality, which he, by means of an imposter,
intends to exploit in order to enhande his own positiort., e

29 IV . , TR
.II, 458, - #& . s | %

307 o .
I, 47; 1I, 340. R

31 ‘ ‘ : ; :
~ II, 458: "Gebardet Euch nlcht. Die Pfaffen- und

Komédlant sprache ist abgeschafft. . Es ist ein nuchterﬂsk
Tag Uber -die Welt angebrochen." : . ‘ V

s 32 : - :
) C .~ Hug von Hofmannsthal, "Bllck auf den gelstlgen Zu-
\ stand Europhs" lq(Gesammelte Werke i’ Elnzelausgaben, Prosa
NIV (Frankf’rt/Main, 1955), . 15. ”

LS
e threat Hofmannsthal detected arose out of his
_conception of history. . Accordlng to William H. Rey. "Hugo
von Hofmannsthal: ‘Der.Turm" in Das deutsche Drama. vom Barock
bis zur Gegenwart, ed.,B von Wiese, II (1958), p, 273 the
IR poet experlenced it as " ulturschlcksal" and "Kulturzer-
e trummerung . -For Grete Sthaeder, "Hugo von Hofmannsthals .
é)““i' Weg- zur' Tragodle-, Di& drei Stufen der Turm—chhtunq DV:s,_g
XXIII (1949), 307 Hofmannsthal 1dent1f1es such cultural
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. a. | .
decline as the symptoms of future disaster. The playwright
"hatte wie wenig andere dle Katastrophen vorausgeahnt, die
noch lUber Europa kommen wirden: seine Trag8die ist durch )
die Entw1cklung nach selnem Ableben nicht ﬁberholt worden. "

34 ' S _ , .
Roeder, op. cit., p. 172.. - N !

35
Ibid,

© 36 - . ?,‘ : W A
Cf. II, 462: "Eine Wengung, alldurchdringender Gott."

37

S Karl. Schonnerr, 'Hungerblockade, 1910 in Gésammelte

y Werkefgiv‘ﬁgl enng,;no date), and Der Armendoktor (Leipzig,
Lo 1557%% “All™ fufthex references to these works w1ll merely
. % indicate- the tltles and the page number.

&

P
- o . . L e
38 G

Hungerblockade, p. 218. R ’
) 39 . : ' ' jp )
< Ibid. ,
- 40 ‘ ‘ .
. Ibid., p. 244. o . :
41 co e o
' Ibid., pp. 225 and 254.
42 ' R
Ibid., p. 256.
. L '
S 3 Ibid., pp. 224 and 237. * T
‘a4 '

' Der Armendoktor, pp. 16 and 45.°

- 45 :
Ie. by succumblng to the less urgent pressures with- -
in his own family he negates his obligation as a physician

to give prlmary consideration to the most needy.

46 ' - B

ugf\rblockade, p. 215ff.

47 T o .

Paul Ilg, Der ‘Fuhrer (Leipzig, 1948%. All future

- references to this work w1ll merely indicate its tltle and
the page number. S i S




_r}) .

. is a definite
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48
'Typical of such praise is the newspaper report given

as a ostscrlpt to the play (p. 89): "Das ganze Werk ist
ein kUhner und rucksichtsloser Griff (ein pr&chtlger Griff)
mitten in die Gegenwart hinein, die Handlung ist érflllt vom
Geiste, der heute dle Welt bewegt, ihre Triger sind. w1rk11che,
‘lebendlge Menschen."” .

49
The socialists, however, never took a complete hold
~in the Weimar Republlc.

;o
’ ¥

50 ' ,ﬁﬁw : *
Der FUhrfer, p.r32.
! ’ :} . .
51 L ) ‘ e
Ibld., g%#agy k
e g2 R .
st Ibid., p: 32. Concernlng Alfred and Helene, there

allel between Der Fuhrer and Hauptmann's

Vor Sonnenauf J+in which Alfred Loth and Helene Krause
enjoy a brief | affair.; -Whereas, however, in the . ‘latter
work Alfred repr sents /the 'means qf Helene's salvation from
the squalor of ﬂftzdoyf in Ilg's play the roles are reversed
rangd Alfred,. whoSe. faith in himself has been destroyed by the
‘domination of his father, has in Helene the poss1b11ty of

'_Vregalnlng confldence ‘and maklng a new beglnnlng in life. -

)

33 . v
Der Fuhrer, ?. 5.

54
- a ' Ibid.
55 | ‘ ‘. ) 4‘ . "
Ibid,""p-v 23-
56 - R
. ;bid., p. 45.

57 . \
Ibid., pp. 51-52- o

58 . :
Ibid., p. 52.

59 o C '
- Cf. ibid: "Ich aber fuhle den Hunger der Seelen, die
Not der Gehirne." .

60 | - : »
Ibid., p.. 53. Cf. also Vollenweider's plea  (p. 52):
"oeffnet die Tore, die Hande, die Herzen! Das ist besser,

-
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als Barrikaden,"

61
Ibid., p. 52.

62 |
Ibid. ? pn . 50. e

63"
1bid,, p. 51.

64
Ibid., p. 52.

65 Tet )
Ibid., pp. 52-53.

Ibid., p. 52.

67" ‘ |
;bi?., p. 76. .
68 A : , .
Cf. Holborn, op..cit:, p. 248 and Pinson, Op. cit.,
pl 234. o ) ' P : - »

69 . :
- Der Fuhrer, p. 74.;

70 ' e
. Hans Carossa, Der Arzt Gion (Leipzig, '1931). . All
future references- to this work w1ll merely indicate its title
and the page number. :

71 _
Gion, p. 41.

72 :
Ibid- ’ ,p. 9‘-

73 ‘ _ | N

Ibid.,xp. 52. . L . y

74 L ) . -
Ibido F} p. 96. ] o ‘

- 75

. -y u
Quoted in H. Carossa, Ungleiche Welten (Wiesbaden,
1951), p. 33. ' ,

76 .
Gion, p. 135.°
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77 - o
Ibid., pp. 85-86. S, 9

78
Ibid., p. 27.

79 : "

‘ Ibid., p. 52.

80 : | :
Ibid., p. 40. . .

81

Cf. M. Popischil Alter, The Concept of Phy31c1an in
the ertlngs of Hans Carossa and Arthur SChnltzler (Berne,
1971), pp. 54 and.66. : :

82 A; )
Ibid., p. 54. ~.

-

83 T
Ibid., p. 29.



CHAPTER III |

1 ‘ i
; Koppel S. Binson, Modern Germany: Its History and
ClVlllzatlon, 2nd ed. (New York, T@Gﬁ),_p.\490. -

2 A : . . K . ;" S
For an excellent, wellddetalled summary of Hitler'
rise to power see alan Bullock's revised edition of Hltlér,
A Study in Tyranny, (HarmondswoFth 1962). -

3 7 |
See below, pp.leo-lel,
4
Ernst Weiss, ‘Ich-Der Auggpzeugg (Munlch 1977). All

future references td this work will merely indicate the
tltle and page number. e .

\“ff\ Ibid., p. 82.

6

v _7'
Ibid.
8 ‘ ) \
Ibid., p. 146. o ,
)9 o . )
Ibid., p. 19. : - ‘
o o .
Ibid., p. 31. , \ j hd
A , - .
' r

11
Iﬁra., p. 149. S

12 - B ﬁ. ‘ S
Cf Hermann Kesten in the foreword to) Ich~Der Augen—

zeuge, 2nd ed. (Munich, 1964), p.\mlll.‘ ',\

13 4 ' : : (»
: Augenzeugg, p. 149. » o - : -

Ibid., p. 124. - R
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14 B ",

: ‘ Ibid., p. 177.

15.
Ibid., pp. 186-189.

16 «
Ibid., p. 190.

.17 : | o T
) Ibido, po 204- . \ ' : /J ) ‘«~‘ -
Ibid., p. 120. -

19 .
Ibid., p. 204.

A

18

‘ Ibid., p. 209. , o

21 . ?ﬂ“’ ;; :
Ibid., ps,®45.

22 : N | T
Ib;d.,.p,wlgz: : \ .

23 o, R ; _
~Ib,;3 S L R

24+ | B
Ibid., p. 209. e

25 ‘
Ibid. ’ ’jpo' 224.

26 ' o

Ibid., p. 220.
27 o - _ A .
‘ This is also the case with Ravig, the physician-hero
gf Erich Maria Remarque's novel Arc de Triomphe. cf. pp. l42-
156 of thls study.A : .. . . S

28‘w - o ; RSN
.C#) the physician's. analy ‘af Hltler S technlque and
n of certain of his.ow acthns (p.'205): “Aber
"et besser. Er reohnege m;t der ungeheuren Kraft
% ”fder Luge ges ricksichtslos angrelfenden Hasses, er ging K
, 1mmer mlt brutaler Gewalt vor, auch wenn er ohne diese sein
\ziel"hatte efrelchen kénnen, und baute auf drei Grundeigen-
‘@ghaften.des Menschen, auf seine Bestialitat, seine SchWache
Qpnd se?gg\felgheft. DlesevTrlebe bestanden vielleichg in

gt |
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- with which this acknowledged external

"o

\ * , ’ . L

x\ ‘ L 3 ‘ . AA‘ 2 R v'p o » t o

‘ ‘ , Lo , N S
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“ e . z : Coe e f RO ST e m ..
. . p . e . L LA . i f

’A . t "‘ . * Vo

jedom\uonschen. In ruhiqon Zuiten wugden sie’ von dgﬂ*Vcr—v
nunft'und dem Gesetz unterdriickt, lhxlichon Zéiten
wurden sis entfesselt und,brachen sic .+3ch, ein Arst, -
‘ein F Icher, ‘el kaltblﬁj-gqr Monsch, war dor UNTERSEELE

im Kr& g unterloﬁin und hitte beatialish gehandelt. Wenn

.ein Memsch wie H. imstande war, Millionen gich bis zum (.
Kaduvuﬁgehorsam zu' hnterjochep, waren ihm K noch Schranken
‘gesetzt? Hatte er etwas’ anderes zu fldrchten alé den Tod?"/

s Lo [+] Ly

‘\ 29 L AR T ‘ 'w ", e . o ﬂf;‘
, ‘ Kasten, op.vcit., p. xxlv. o T ¢ I‘:
N 30“"” o ‘ ot ’
’ ' Erich Maria Remarque, Arc de Triomphe (Munic 1945)
. All fUtura references wxll m@rely 1n61cate the t1t e and
page nqmbér.: ‘ , ‘ ‘
* : 31 : o - g ‘ o : : &)
- Coa Cfl 'Arc' ,B'.. '9'10 ’ B} S \ K . ' ;
) - Ibid., pp. 83, 90 and 91. e, .
r\\ . ,, 33 . Ny L op | .. ;,b . . . '\l“ ' /A; ) Vv / / : A . ) ) n, ‘ - ‘(“
T, Ibid., p. 2. . B / R
34 . o ’ L e o | | [‘ v /", . l\ .
.Ibid,, p. 172.. o LA A \./

less than Hitler s achlevemen# of hls alms.

' ) ° A_rC r ‘ po 103 . . Ty ) ’ ‘ " ;fl "‘M.‘ A ” . /" 1 \,
38 o S |

cf: 1b1d.; P ' 48: “Sﬂe [Veber} sind eip prachtiges
Belsplel ‘fir die Krankheit unserer. Zeltu” -beduemes . Denken. '
The threat to individal securlty which leveryone senses, anc
.which; as Ravic mentions (p. 99), has aiso'been a European|
-sickness 51nc ;he Flrst Wd?la Wary is naturalyy manlfeste

';7?’ i¥ the: zrutal riace of National $oc1a ism,soon to undergo

vast an8l rapid expans;on./ ‘The in ernaé fatéllst;c aﬂhthy

anger is greeted,. andgl‘
- of which Véber's dlSpOSltlon is symptomatice is in Rav1c s
eyes at least as sermous an afflictxon.j:_

A \ .
« ! :
S

T Y /"" . ! : : : ! e :
_ Other charactaré, Buch/as Rav\‘+s’fﬂiend Md OBOW\Or-\J he
S D U SR S RN '-w<;,3,.””-; "7 C ,,.sJi;°



3

3

3d1e Gefuhle zementiert...
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-
/
)

v -

espec1ally the Jew Markus Meyer are also well" aware of What
is’ about to happen. ~

3 B ' ‘”~“ . / -
. - Arc, p. 51, ' A ‘ S . o
oo : \\ o o : . _’a

ot lbld., P- 205. " ..am Tagéréelang es; die. ‘Barriere’ ‘
zu- bilden, den Wall, der: hbher war als die Augen...in schweren'
langen Jahren hatte mans ihn langs m gebaut, die wlinsche mit

_Zynismus erwlfgt, d1e Erinnerungen -mit Hirte begrabep -und.

exngestampft, alles von 51ch heruntergerlssen bis ‘zum Namen,

q o e : . ) )

. K Lod r [ -
42 : ! . ' v .
Arc, p. 20. : o
43 -, AT IR ’ : BN
Ibid., p. 313. & ° : o ' ‘ N
w ’ - b . ’ :
44 7 /

o o o : ' o
’ Ibld., p. 253.° CE£. also p. 447: "Die Klinik war eine
optlmlstlsche Angelegenheit nach den .Katakomben. Auch hier

“war Qual, Krankheit une Elend - aber hier hatte es wenigstens

eine Art von Logik. und Sinn. Man wusste, weshalb -es SO war -
und was zu tun und nlcht zu tun war.‘ :

45

“Arc, p. 167, " K
46 L 1 ’ . ‘ o . N ‘ . A ’A A
Ibid., p,‘324; o ‘ | E o .
47 o
Ibid.
- 'cf‘,f:ﬁ':»; 48 . ’
, Ibid., p. 206.
49 .- : - ) . » S
© Ibid., p. 335. o ' R ~
50

“Ibid., p. 39Q.

51 , - oo | n
'C%. ibid., p. 437: “Aus Schwanken wurde Halt. Etwas
war geordnet. : : ' L :
52
Ibid., p. 426.

53 v
Ibid., pp. 365-366.
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- Cf. Bullock, op. cit., PpP- 411—489 for a detalled ‘
,account of Hltler ] lnltlal EXpan51on moves..

54

HEN , 2 . C : , - "‘ ‘. | . s

55 o . L . , o - , . ' . o
T See above, note 22. . . : : s
e 155 S o R
Arc, p. 236 ff. ’ Co

o

_Rolf Hochhuth, Der StellvertretErV(Hambdrg, 1963).
Y osg T Ch o e T

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, JubilaumsauisgbeJ(Munich,‘ '
1939), pp. 2855, , 295, 299-300. - R

.\\,- : ~> ‘A.

’

59,
Accordlng to. Bullock op. c1t., p. 702 "the best cal-
culatlon that can be made. of the cost of the Final Solution

in human lives puts the ﬁagure between 4,200,000 and
4 600 000." . ;

60 C T s : S , -
Accordlng to Bruno Wachsmuth wrltlng durlng the , R

. years of Hitler's rule, .the greatest contribution of the '
National Socialist. state to the sense of purpose of

" medical profession lles in the fusion of politics’ and
medicine which became apparent with-6értain of the state's
policies. Cf Der Arzt in’ der Dichthg unserer Zeit (Stutt-"
“gart, 1939), p. 218 TDer Arzt 16t ein Hiter des Lebens Und

~nicht bloss ein HGter der gegenwértlg Lebenden " Er ist
darin dem Staatsmann verwandt, dass- sich in ihrem Werk dle' ‘
uber1nd1v1duelle Vergangenhelt und Zukunft folge fchwer dle:fl
Schicksalshande relchen. Belde handeln in der Gegénwart, um
die Zukunft ihres Volkes zu. sichern. Hinter dém Volke von
heute denken .sie das von morgen ml§ Fir diesen Teil am.
Wesen des Arztes weiss ér sach nun w1eder .im festen Bundnlsf"
mit dem Staatswillen.’ Das ist wohl die grosste Gabe '.des.
natLOnals021allstlschen Reiches an den BerufSSJnn des Arztes

-

/-

‘ i o | P . : o
e Cf. Louis L. Snyder, Ba51c HlStory of Modern Germany
.  (New York, 1957), pp..166 169 o A
;T N J ’ . " RS LF :

62 ' 2 ‘ ek . .

, ~Richard Grunberger, The Twelve-Year Reich: - A Social
History of Nazi Germany 1933-1945 (New York, 1972), p. 240,

63 . x : ,
bid., p. 241. . .

o 64 ’ ) [ : ) vl ,

| 'f? Dr: Karl Brandt, in charge of the Nazi euthaﬁa51a

.
. . L X K ) [, » - >
\ * - N . N . . : 3. . “ 2
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- policies, actually claimed t® be helping his victims. K{/
the Nuremberg Trials in 1946 he said: "It. may seem to
. have been inhuman... The underlying motiyé was the desire -
*to-help individuals who could not help thems ves... Such
' considerations cannot be regarded as inhuma or did I
. ever feel it to be in any ‘degree .unethical or immoral."
' Quoted 'in Roger Manvell, SS and Gestapo: Rule by Terror,

»

. . . L S . iy ’

. L . L ) . . ,, Y v_l., o
;‘_,l,There»were,f;n fact, over 400 ‘camp cerntr é\estah—;,_;
lished in Poland, including subsidiary, transit and evacp- -
ation facilities. Cf. Manvell, op. cit., p. 111, >

65

66 o f o - SRS " : ' '
- Ibid., p. 116. - - k) S SR PR
JD% 67 ' . R
o Quoted in ibid., p. 103.
68 T | . ' i ' o jl
.. . Erwin Piscator, Foreword to Der Stellvertreter
v, (Hamburg, 1967), p. 7. ' ” " C ' o

Y
g

‘69 , . » -
) « - Cf. Hochhuth's notes ,(Stellvertreter, p. 233): - |
"Dass ‘es Mordfabriken gab, war dem Vatikan schon bekannt.
Der Heilige Stuhl hatte zahlreiche Informanten: offiziell
~ hat ilin-am eifrigsten und zuerst die polnische Exilregier-
. ung auf dén-veréch;edenSten Wegen mit Nachrichten versehen."-*

: 70 e i , . e
e RS S OtLer notable historical figyres who appear in the .
play are Adolf Eichmann and Kurt.Gerstein who, while in .
_ ‘charge ‘of supplying the death-camps with their requirements
T for genocide, attempted to have them destreyed through

pressure from the- Catholic Chutch.

' 71 LT ) . . ’ e » i *
Cf. Stellvertreter, pp. 52-53, 59. . 7
\‘v o . » .- Cal . 9\ ) '. . . 7. ‘ ‘
~O ‘A 72 ) . . , . :
L ' Cf. Hochhuth's own' description (Stellvertreter, -
- p. 280). B . R — %
Ibid., p. 46. SR | e R
74 e v ,'; ‘ .} ' s e
Cf. Manvell, op. cit., p. 100.
Cf. Hochhuth's notes (Stéllv&rtreter,‘pp; 244-245),
S ) , - — : o L
RN . : - B " . .‘—":\

&
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Cf. ibid:
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Stellvertreter, p.

78
. Ibid., p.

80 .

81

‘Cf. ibid,

82 . -
Ibid 6"'
83" o

Ibid., p.

-84 -

_Ivid:,

85 -
Ibid- " _p-

Ibida" _pv

88 _
Ibid., p.

89 .
Ibid., p.

90 -
Ibid., p.

91

.‘92 . ’.

M Ibid. ’ po

Cf.

Lebén und Tod.

g

Ibid., p.
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Ibid., p.

Ibid;, p.

ibid:

29, -
60

58,

, po 1971

199.

197.

200. .

V.

191,

197-198.
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94 . . : . o ) s A. . ' v ) ". | - vv
Ibid., p. 29. - e R TR
‘ “ ; Ibi‘d.' _p. 198.‘ . . ' ‘: .a‘ ‘
96 v ‘ f - » “ * ' . N ' . . ‘. ’ "“ ’ .'..
‘ A mame dqrived from the selections madé by the Doktor
‘at the Auschwitz railway %idings, where prisoners were '
chosen either for work, Ler for ‘the' g‘as-’-ch,ar'nb,ervs. ;

‘ - . .. -
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CHAPTER IV ) |
. ‘.’ : N 4 '
- 1 : . . _
~ ThlS, despiteothe fact that the type of problém

revealed in Gerhart Hauptmann s noveél Atlantls, for example,
could be qonstrued as a large-sci%e dlI mma of’ the indus-"
- trial age.'

oy “" k

'2,

L Jan Knobf, Friedrich DuUrrenmatt (Munich, 1976),
< . p. 105. U R R e .
- . R 3 | ) - - _ . ) u‘ . .

o POr' an account of thls see Ernst Schumacher, Drama-
und Geschichte: Bertolt Brechts 'ﬂEben des Galilei™ und
andere Stﬁcke)(Berl;n, .1965) , 'p. 308 ff. ’

_. 4\ ) ¢ q.

Frledrlch Durrenmatt DleyPhy51K*; in Komodleﬁ II
und Frihe Stlicke (Zurich, 1963) All future references to
this work will merely indicate the tltle of the play and the
volume page number. S _ ‘ )

5 i “\\. ' e 4”' .V . o . . X
CE. qubf, op. cit., p. 101l. o e
B - T,

Schumacher, Bp; cit.,jp. 308. _

Friedrich Durrenmatt, "21 Punkte zu den Physikernﬁfin
Komodlen II .und Frihe Stlcke (Zurich, 1963). All future- -
‘references to this,work will merely lndlcate the title and
the volume .page number. ‘ 7 v ,

8 -
Die Physiker, p.,K 337. "

9" : ‘ R -
b " Ibid., p. 298: "er Irrenarzte blelben nun elnmal
hoffnungslos romantlsche Phllanthropen
10~ .. - o ' ’ o
Ibid. " p. 29?. o . . >. - B .3
11 ' | R
Cf 1b1d., p. 308: "Aber nein, Frau Rose. Unser
braver MObius - blelbt hier -in der Vllla. .Ehrenwort. Er hat

| e
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- : -
sich elngelebt und liebe, nette Kollegen.r gefundel’ Ich bin
schllessl}ch keln Unmensch "'ﬁ _

S '12 o
Ibidn ? pc.
Co
13 ool . :
“~ Christj S e Priedrich Durrenmatt: Zur .
Struktur -sein&j ‘ “ M, 1964), p. 113. '
14 L ' - ; * -
Diei Physikei, p. 328.
.15 a
Ibid., p: 302.
1. - :
' Ibid., p. 321
17 4 - 4/ : L
Ibid., 'pp. 347-348. V2 s E "
18 | y \
Ibid., p. 9. . -
¢ 19 . * v

" Cf. Knopf op. c1t., P- 10}' "Die Morde. waren S

sxnnlos." Yet Méblus and- his fellow physicists may now con- - '

venlently be kept away from the public which would regard
them as extremely dangerous lunatics. What lS, in fact; '’
sqnseless, is their role-ﬁlaying, for-Frdulein von Zahnd
- has long since discovered the truth of their intentions.

e 20 ’ : hd T "
: ‘Die Physiker, pp. 348 and 350.° " ° .

21 . . - ‘ o . ,. . : L
Kurt J. Fickert, To Heaven and Back: The New Morality
in ‘the Plays of Friedrich Dlrrenmatt (Lexington, 1972), p. 54.

22 . - % "
‘Ibid. f
23 ~
21 Punkte, p. 355. ..
’ 214 .
. .25

‘Die Physiker,np.:348{ A
26/ o R

Frledrlch Durrenmatt, “Theaterprobleme" in Theate}-‘m

i
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\ ) “

schriften und Reden, ed. E. Brock-Sulzer (Zurich, 1966),
p. I19. AIl future references to this work,will merely
indicate the title and volume page number,

1

' ‘ 27 - i .
. " 721 punkte, p. 354.
o ) .

3 28{ N ‘ N o . [‘
. "The idea that Fr3ulein von Zahnd personifies -,
Dirrenmatt's contept of chance is also the opinion of '
Elis@beth Brock-Sulzer in her book Friedrich Durrenmatt
(Zurich, 1964), p. 251. For Ursel Doris Boyd 1n Die Funk-
_ tion des Grotesken als Symbol der Gnade inp Dirrenmatts drama-
tischem Werk, Diss. Maryland (1964R¢TIISEMEY, chance 1s cqQn- .
 stituted DBy  Fraulein von Zahnd's it i - For Ulrich '
Profitlich, however, in Friedrich DUr#fMn¥tt: Komddi
begriff und KomBdienstruktur, Eine Einleitung (Stuttgar
1973), p. 29, it is "der Umstand, dass Mobius é%sh in die
obhut der falschen Irrenarztin begibt." -

v

!

A

29 . o L
.Jauslin, op. cit., p. '11%. :

300 R S S iy
'Ibid. ot : ‘

31 L !

" Theaterprobleme, p. 98. Cf. also ibid., p. 120
"Doch dle Aufgabe der Kunst, "und somit die Aufgabe der
helutigen D:amatik ist, Gestalt, Konkretes zu schaffen."’

~32 . : , -
Ibid., p. 123: "Die Welt steht fur mich als ein
Ungeheures da, als ein Ratsel an Unheil..." Cf."also
21 Punkte, p. 355 "Im Paradgxen erscheint die Wirklichkeit."
. ’ ’ » EJ . . 1
33

Theaterprobleme, p. 123, and "Der Tunnel’

in Die | ™
Stadt (Zurich, 1962), p.-15l. . : ~

-

34 . " AP
In Theaterprobleme, p. 122, Durrenmatt writes "...das
Groteske iSt...dle Gestalt nimlich einer Ungestalt, das
Gesicht einer .gesichtslosen Welt..»" A. Heidsieck in his

work Das Groteske und das Absurde im moderhen Drama (Stuttgart,
1969), p. 115, Hds some interesting remarks concerning atomic
power and the grotesque. For him the grotesque manifests ‘
itself in man's possession of the former: "Die Anstrengungen
der Menschen, Elend un‘Angst, das Unheil selbst aus der Welt
zu schaffen, -das Bewusstsein der .geschichtlichen Tragweite
ihret Veranstaltungen ist universell geworden, doch ihre

immer perfekteren Mittel, industrielle Produktion und admin-
istrative?Burokratie,_dienep_h%ufig genug entgegengesetzter
Bestimmung: dem Krieg, der Ausrottung und dem Terror. . Dieser

- -~
N .
)
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WidersPruch ist allgehein geworden in der Herrschaft des

% Menschen tber die Kernenkrgie, welche nicht nur Arsenal

Studien‘zu seinem Werk, ed. Gerhard Knapp (Heidelberg,}l976).“

universeller Technifizierung ist, die Leben fir alle bedeutet,
sonderg auch des Krieges und der Vernichtung aller Dies ist’
der grgteske Hintergrund unserer Zeit." . ‘ :

35 , : L .
Erich Franzen, Formen des modernen Dramas: Von der ..
Illusiongblhne zum AntItheater (Munich, 19617, pp. 121, 142, °
143, 7 R E .

@

36 e , v '
Leo Kofler, Zur Theorie der modernen Literatur: Der

':"}Avantgardismus in soziologischer Sicht (Berlin, 1962),

37 bow o . S
" Friedrich Dirrenmatt, "Friedrich Schiller" ‘in
Theaterschriften und Redenf(Zuricj/ 1966), p. 228.

¢ .

"33 . | .,
. . ‘ € . . " ’ -

: Quoted in Gerwin Marahrerns, "Frledrlch“Durrenmatts

Die Ehe des Herrn Mississippi" in Friedrich Dlirrenmatt:

i

39 S ’ -,

Hans Joachim Sch#impf, "Die Schaubilhne als eine
moralische Anstait betrachtet" in Untersuckungen zur Literatur
als Geschichte: ‘Festschrift fUr Benno von Wiese (Berlin,
1973), p. 563. . ' : )

0 . * . . -~

40 . » :
, Although the question is raised here, it is not the
intention of this investigation to.attempt a deep enquiry

" into the sociologica¥ background of the problem at hand. -

‘Instead,’a modest effort will be made to outline some general
areas of the dilemma, It appears, for the purpose of this
particular study, important to demon¥trate how the problems
described by modern social critics appear in literary form,
and, of course, -How the physician reacts to them or assimi-
lates them. ’ : ‘ ’ :

41 . : : #
GUnther Anders, Die Antiquiertheit des Menschen
(Munich; 1956), p. .218: "Seit D®blin vor mehr als 20 Jahren
in Biberkopf den zum Nichtstun verdammten und darum welt-
losen Mendgyhen dargestellt hat, ist durch geschichtliche
Entwicklungen verschiedenster Art das 'Tun' noch dubioser
geworden als damals; nicht etwa, weil die Zahl der Arbeits-

" losen zugenommen hdtte,..sondern weil Millionen, die effektiv.

noch etwas tun, dabei das Gefihl haben 'getan zu werden':
ndmlich titig sind, ohne sich das Ziel ihrer Arbeit selbst
vorzunéhmen oder deren Zjel auch durchschauen zu k&nnen." .

~
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5

42 : , - -

, Cf. Franzen, op. cit., p. 143, Speaking off the
abstract, technical lex which fakes up the modarn world,
he describes how ‘the natural environment of man has been
replaced.. This, however, is the knowledge of only'a very
few:, "Das wissen. die abstrakten Maler, die Buknenbildner
und &;g Musiker ganz genau-aber das Publikum .weiss es noch
nicht.  ES glaubt zum grossen Teil immer noch an die
Pluschsofa-Existenz unserer Grossviter."

43 . :

quler; op. cit., p. 49.
44 )
‘Franzen, op. cit., p. 21.-
. y ¢ . ) '
45 . \ :

“Friedﬁich Dﬁrrenmptt,'Die Ehe des Herrn Mississippi
in Komodien I, 2nd ed. (Zurich, 1357, All future references
to this work w%&l-merely indicate the play's ittle and volume

page. ‘ '
N 2 T
Mississ i, p. 127. ° \
- .:- . ’ ’ \ A -
47 “ 4 : T : v o
'~ For Anrieliese Kulhanek, Die dramatische Technik

Friedrich Dﬁrrenmatts,

Diss. Vienna (1963), p. 43, the lack

of

geographical precision is
genossischen Dramaturgie,

"eines der Mittel der zeit-~
upg die geistige Orientierungsnot

des heutigen Menschen anschaulich auf die_Bﬁhne zu bringen."
_Quotéd in Marahrens, op. cit., pe 97. .

4

48 -

P

96.

- - 49 ‘

Ibid.

50 '

Ibid.
51

Ibid.

7 S
: 52

¥ Ibid.

53

;o Ibidu

54
Ibid.

-~ Mississippi, p.

* .
\ ;
. . . ) -
: '

, PP. 131-132,

. Bs 131, . . g

s

127, . ' o
, \p-. 138. . ) “9‘ e

135,

138. - | -



. 63

‘ Ibid.;{p.

nia,

56
Ibid., p. 139.
57

Ibid.

.58

Ibid., p. 133.

59 ;

132. e

60 ¢
Ibid., p.

61

Ibid., p. 138.

62

Ibid.,

p. 139.

» Ibid., p. 126.

96 and p. 126,

A notable admission of his impotence’
occurs dyring his final scene with Anastasia:

- 294

T

"So bin ich

geworfen auf eine Erde, die nicht mehr zu retten ist, und
- genagelt ans Kreuz meiner Ldcherlichkeit" (p.. 153).

r

67

64
Ibid., p. 145.

65

-Ibid.,.Q. 127, .

66 .

Ibid., p. 148.

Ibid., p. 148.

68

69 .
Mississippi, p. 147.

70 :
Marahrens, op. cit., p.

71

Marahrens, op. cit., p.
. ¥ .

104.

104.

Missiséipﬁi, PP- L03—l3i.

1 o

i

Xl



72 d ‘ ' L . : | .

'Ibid., p. 148, |

. v . ‘ VA

73 | .
Ibid-’ p. 152. ¥ ’

74 ; . ot
Ibid.,.p. 132,

‘,7,5. R A . ’
Ibid.(’ pc 139| : '

76 |
Ibid., p. 148.  °

77 ' ’

Ccf. Jauslin, op. cit., p. 67: "Ube lohe behdlt, also
angebllch seine Liebe, aber da sie ihn nicht zu Anastasia
gefihrt hat und da er damit auch den Glauben an -den Menschen ,
verloren hat, ist diese Liebe zu einer leeren Idee geworden;
sie ist nicht mehr f8hig, elne zwxschenmenschllche Be21ehung
herzustellen,.."

78 5 ;
 Mississippi, p. 138.

79 . ” o . v | ]
“. Ibid., pp. 139-140. C '

80 . -

- Ibid., p. 139.
81 : o |
Herbert Peter Madler, "DUrrenmatts mutiger Mensch,"
Hochiand 62 (I970), 46-47. :

4 / -~
82 - _ : o
Ibid. ‘ : / |
. ' \1‘
83 o T , A ) § . ‘
Marahrens, op. cit., p. 106.
84 |

Wilfried Berghahn, "Friedrich Qurxenmatts Spiel mit
den Ideologien," Frankfurter Hefte, (1956), le3.

\ 85 » o ‘ L] . . .
Josef Scherer, "Der mutige Mensch,"” Stimmen der Zeit,
169 (1961-62), 309. : .

&
s

A‘“86 ) ,
Madler, op. cit.,ﬁp; 46Z

87 - L
Jauslin, op. cit., p. 67. u'>?
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g8 | c |
Marahrens, op. cit., p. 106, . ' -

#

89 ‘ T
Mississippi, pp. 126-128.°

# »
'90 . ' . /
, .Ibid., p.l68.
~ g | -

In Theaterprobleme, p. 123 Dirrenmatt writes: "Dies
ist denn guch eines meiner Hauptanliegen. Der Blinde,
Romulus, Ubelohe, ki sind mutige Menschen. Die verlorene -
Weltordnung wird 41 ihrer Brust hergesj@llt,.."” «t is ’
questionable, however, whether the role of the courageous
individual is a valid function of Obelohe in the play, as
is later méntioned in this study. For Madler, op. cit., 45,
Akki of Ein Engel kommt nach BaRylon is the sole genuino
recipient of this descrip‘ion.

92 ) B o : ‘
Profitlich, op. cit., p. 49.

93 . ‘ :

+ Jauslin,.op. cit., p. 64. Cf. also p. 67: "So

erweisen sich ztum Schluss alle, selbst Anastasia, als Narreh,'
‘die an einer sinnlos gewordeénen ldee festhalten wollen. Die ’

Werte des Menschen lassen sich flr: Durrenmatt aur noch xn
der Vergroberung des Don Quichotte fassen.

94 . ) ‘
21 Punkte, p. 355. | K

95
_~ Mississippi, p. 1l17.

96 o
Ibido ] ppo 95-96’ and p‘ 126-

97
See above, note 91. J 4
' See above, nbte 85. 4
99 | ) ’
..Cf. Marahrens, op. cit., p. '106.
'

100

All future references to this work w1ll merely indicate the
title and page number. While the warld of Srtlich betdubt
reveals, much human weakness and lnsecurlty, 1t 1s by no means
as drastic as the situatiop in Dirrenmatt's two plays. The
important qualification must be borne in mind, that Grass is

i

Gunter Grass, ortlich betlubt, 2nd ed. (Neuwied, 1969).

o

L4
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not concerned to show how all human action is reduced to
. ~ridiculousness, -, although Starusch (p.199) talks of the
. Apsurdity of ratlonhl undertaking -, but does appear to ,
describe modern reality as meanlngful despite the problems
. it entails. Although the primary concern of this study is
. for the. functlon of the dentist, it has been found riecessary

to analys at some length the figure of Starusch in order to -
jdevelOp the main toplc.

1
oy

- .

101 S
Brtllch betaubt P. 358.,

Vo T
102 - R . C e E ' ‘ 4
~ Cf. Keith Miles, Gunter Grass (London, 1975), p. 176.

£ 103 ' Coe
Sohn U A constanly occurrlng theme of these fanta51es is the-
'*murder 'of ‘a fictitious fiancée (pp. 67, 80-81, 155, 355 ff.),
"as well as that of the destruction by squadrons of bulldozers
of’the goods and materlals ‘advertised on the dentist's tele-
svisiop screen (pp 134 135 158).
Du , 3

104

, Odrtlich betdubt, p. 96. Cf. also p. 328: "Sich
“verkrumeln wollen. Kein Ziel mehr bieten. Sich kleiner als.
sichtbar machen... Verkrlmeln ist:mehr als verduften. Ein °
Radieyrgummi etwa, der sich freudig am Irrtum aufreibt; wie
ich- micht rasch und bis zur Unansehnllchkelt an der Schul-"
‘front aufreiben werde, nur noch in Partlkeln erkennbar: ;Das,],
nein das, nein dieser Krilmel ist typlscher Starusch. Er hat
“ sich-an seinem Schuler aufgerleben. . :

1

lOS :
' ~Ibid., p. 19.
. 106 : ) = o :

John Reddlck "Action and Impotence: Ginter Grass'
Ortlich betdubty'" MLR 67 (1972), 577. James C. Bruce in
"The Motif of Failure . and the Act of Narrating in Gunter
Grass' ortllch betdubt'," MFS, (¥(k97l , 51, sees Starusch's
shortcomlngs as being reflected im the jmperfect state of his
teeth, 'and he concludes. "just as his malocclusion, being con-
genltal, ‘cannot be altogether corrected, so his nature as-a '
failure 1s unlikely to be completely overcome.f'

107 e

Ann L. Masom, The Skeptical Muse: A Study of Gunter
Grass' Conception of the Artist (Frankfurt/Main, 1974), p. 92.

108 PR : :

- Cf, Gertrude Cepi-Kaufmann, Ginter Grass: Eine
Analyse des Gesamtwerked unter dem Aspekt von Literatur und
Politik (Kronberg/Ts,, 19757, p. 67.- Cf. also Manfred Jurgen-
sen, Ober Glnter Grass: Untersuqhungen zur sprachbildlichen
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Rollenfunktion (Berne, 1974), p. 174: "Die Leiden des
' Deutsch- und Geschichtslehrers Starusch erweisen sich -als
ein Lelden an der deutschen' Geschichte, die. von 1hm als
personliche Vergangenhelt erfahren wird.,"

109 - | ‘
Brtlich betiubt,.p. 229.

140, ‘ ‘ o
Ibid., p. 17: "Doch muss ich zugeben, dass mich
dieses Zlehen, ‘diese auf immer den gleichen Nerv gerlchtete
Zugluft, dass mich dieser zu lokalisierende, gar nicht mal
schlimme, doch auf der Schwelle tretende Schmerz mehr wurfelt,’
trifft, und blosstellt als der fotograflerte, unubersehbare
vund dennoch abstrakte, weil_nicht meinen Nerv beruhrende
Schmerz dieser Welt." : ~

111 L : : A

Ibid., pp. ll4 llS ", ..aber die quCthhte—SO ' s

. absolut folgerlchtlg sie ihre Waffensysteme we1terentw1ckelt
‘hat-kann uns keine Lehre vermltteln. Absurd wie- Totozahlen.
Beschleunigter Stillstand. Uberall unbeglichene Rechnungen,
frisierte Nlederlagen und. kindische Versuche, verlorene ,
Schlachten im nachherein zu gew1nnen'"' Later, Starusch speaks -
of his attempt "immer auf Fakten gestutzt ‘Scherbaum mit dem
Chaos der Geschichte bekannt zu machen" (p. 199). 'The con-. .
cept of hlstory expressed here, determlnes the 1nsecur1ty of -
Starusch in his everyday life. :

“ ll2 . : A '
cf. ibid., p. 109:. "iIch legte.es darauf ,an, die
Absurdltat vernunftlg gemelnter Handlungen blosszulegen. .
113 _ : o .
Hellmut Becker, "Lehrer und Schuler in Gunter Grass'
'ortllch‘)etaubt' " Neue Sammlu;g 9 (1969), 509. .Starusch
" is furthet described (503) as a Symbol der Krise der 3
Gesellschaf&." ' The highly valid issue of Starusch's problem— .
atlc identity is succinctly put by Wilhelm H&ck, "Der vor-_ B
lauflg abgerlssene Faden: Gunter Grass,und das Dilemma des
Erzadhlers," Hochland, 61 (1969), 558:  "Einer, der Berliner
Studienrat Eberhard Starusch weiss nlcht wer er eigentlich
ist." : ’
114
brtlich betaubt, p. 115.

118 , o
Reddick, op. cit., p. 572.

116 o |
Mason, op. cit., p. 124. T T
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117 : . - C , S
' The fact that the attitudes of’Starusch and the °
dentist to history do not coincide is also evident in the
former's lack:of ihterest, when the latter expounds the early
-developpgent of dentistry: _“Als‘er zugab, dass chon“bei
Plinius zarstossene Milchzahne ein-beliebtes Gluckspllverchen
hergegeben‘hitten, klopfte mir wieder meines Muttchens Satz
im Ohr: Hid Jonkchen, auf griene Watte leg ich di3. Das -
mecht di& mal Glick bringen..." (p. 15).- Cf. Jurgensen,
op. cit., p. 174. Q , ' P ‘ :
' : : . . T _
118 L | -
- ortlich betaubt, p. 91. :

119. - . o .
. Ibid,,vp, 92. ' ‘ .
"1.20. - | S
Ibid., p. 23. o SN
121 . ‘ ' ] 4-"’ . < v | .
See above, note 105. o %
122 | S
!~ Ibid., p. 35.
123 |
Ibid., p. 27.
i , ‘ ,
124
Ibid., p. 243,
125 o ) | R
Ibid. - . v - }.—
126 S
Ibid., p. 309.

127 - :
Ibid., p. 245. o

128 ‘
Ibid., p. 227. , '

«l29 ‘ . . ‘ ‘ ]
' Ibid., p. 192. . _ %%\
1.30 I . ‘ . ; ' €
i Ibid.,.p. 182. - o - . .
131 - -
- Ibid., p. 90,
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| Ibid, . ' B LT L
. . 133 S . IR T )y ,
\af*\\— Ibid. g SR
134 e e |
Ibid., p. 229. ¢
135 e e
Ibid., p..246. a
136 , 5
Ibid., p. 110 ff.
A+J ’137 ~
- Ibid. , o ‘ o
o N . - f
138 : S

Ibid., p. 111.

139 b ) L |
~Cf. Jurgensen, op. cit., p. 176. %
A - v
140 | | : '
Milkes, op. cit., p. 187.

141 | o ; |
Reddick,_op; cit., p 574.

142 B '
" Ortlich betlubt, pp. 135-136.

143 . | ,
Ibid., p. 136.

144

‘Ibid., p. 193. _/’j)
145

- Cf. Starusch's words: . "ich werte den Schmerz
"Mittel der Erkenntnis." (pp. 244-245). .

- 146

ortlich betdubt, pp. 193 and 136.
147 S .
Ibid., pp. 37-38.

-

148 E
Ibid., p- 160.
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.4 149 , \ » ) C o .
- ) Ibid.,p. lBﬁ,\
o 150 ‘ : oo ‘
. . Ibid., p. l61. ‘ : ‘ \\ o
N T I
Ibid., pp. 194,-208,. 232 and p. 231.

152 . woe | : S
Ibid., p=: 249. Cf *the dentist's words to Scherbaum
"Ich h3yte von Ihrem Vorhaben. Auch wenn es mir unmdglich

ware, S0 zu handeln, versuche ich trotzdem, Sie zu verstehen.7

+ Wenn Sle es tun mussen-aber nur, wenn Sie es w1rkllch tun
«mussen-dann tun Sie es. ' .

" 153 ,V o . _’ . } 0
. Ibid., p. 23. - : t :

154 . S :
Ibid., p. 40. Another example of this 1mportant ﬁﬂﬂk
. tion occurs latér on (p. 144): "Die Frichte des kleinen, oft
sogar licherlich’ klelnen Fortschrltts, also auch meine Pnax1s,
die im Sinne der’ vorbeu nden ‘Zahnmedizin aufgebaut ist, lasse
ich mir nicht zerstoren, nur weil Ihnen die Verlobte davon-.
gelaufen ist, weil Sie ein Zukurzgekommener, ein versager
51nd der nun der Welt, nit HlIfQ\selner kFause Flktlonen,;,
« das allgemelne Versagen andichten te, damit\er sie rech-
. tens vernichten kann. " Ich' kenne Sle. Eine Zah
‘genugt. Schon beim ROntgenstatus ahnte~y Hier will jemand,
wieder einmal, die Umwertung aller Werte. di will jemand,
wieder einmal mit dem absoluten: Zollstock Mass neﬁmen.'"- Cf.
also Irmgard Selfert s comments (p.’ 215). B

155 . - e T
Ibid., p. 332 ff. L A : o
t‘. ! /
l56 : : o
- Cf. "Manfred Durzak, Der deutsche Roman der Gegenwart ™
(Stuttgart 1971), p. 156. o | ' ‘

157. : o .
_Reddick, op. cit., p. 574. L
'158'

drtlich betdubt, p. 294: "Die Zahl seiner wartenden
: Patlenten bewies 1hm die Nutzllchkelt selnes Tuns. ’

159 N

Mason, op. cit., p. 90, and Ortlich betl3ubt, p. 203. ¢

160 e o .
~Ortlich betaubt, p. 243 ff.

3 4 ' *
. - . ) -
s . . .

.
7



1302
. \J “" | } . .
161 ' N o ‘
,_IMJ P« 283 Starusch hav1pg become acquainted to

with the dentlst ;mmedlately assumes that any d;fflculty
‘the latter“ﬂncounters, will be a problem of the dental .

 .surgery. - X ,
62 . = E
‘Ibid., ‘'pp. 283:284. - :

Ly

‘163 g “

Thus, whsﬁ Bruce, op. 01t gp 47‘ mentlons that
‘the title .of the novel is derived from the local anaesthetlc
glven to Starusch he is. only partly statlng the case.v :

164 SRR e

: 6nﬁl1ch<bet5ubt, pp. 14, 114, 162: "Neuerdlngs
"gibt es Ultraschallbehandlung... Und demnachst wird Siemens
. mit funfhunderttausend Umdrehungen auf der Dentalmesse er-
'schelnen... Wir beenden die B8rstenlra und verkunden die’

. revolutlonare Epoche der pu151erenden Wassemstrahl Zahnpflege. ;
,w? o v

165 - ‘ '

' The carlcature-typé quallty of the dentist is readlly

.evident in His unrelenting return to dentistry, and in the
incessant and explicit, but not altogether necessary details
of ltS methods and artlfacts. ‘ ,

, 166 . . - ‘

s, RQurzak, op. cit., p. .157. ~ e

o
N

167 : :

, Accordlng to. Mason, op.,c1t p:. 125 the dentlst
1s fully aware of his llmltatlons, and that he, rather than
Starusch,cis effective in dlssuadlng Scherbaum, and that,
Aultlmately, Starusch must remain dependent upon him. . Whether
or not the dentist is aware of his situation does not alter.
the fact that he is cut off from reality, whereas Starusch
experiences ‘it fully. Moreover, Scherbaum decides not to
cremate his dog Because he "wolle nicht wie [Starusch], °
spater als’ Vler21gjahr1ger, mit den Taten eines Siebzehn~
jahrlgen hausieren’ gehen..." Thus,'although Staruschts
active undertaklngs to stop Scherbaum do not appear success~

"~ ful;, it is nevertheless a trait in kis character whiéh '
affects his pupil. Miles, op. cit., p.191 appears to argue
- that Starusch's conscious strategy is éffective. For him,

'~ the turning point for Scherbaum occurs when Starusch takes
him to the -intended scene of the demonstration, whére. Scher-
baum is v1olently sick. Regarding the third p01nt in Mason's
~argument, it could be claimed that the very essance of mutugyl

- eXistence entails in some shape or’ form dependence upon ’
others. - It might also be added that the dentist's apparent
total self-reliance is an indication that he EXlStS\LH'a
very limited sphere of reallty. S
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R .
168 - - R %
Cf. Reddick, op. c1t., P. 57 w1th regard to the
dentlst s_concern for meanlngful ac lon. - fd
169 B :
Cértlich’ bet%ubt, p. 193. Ci : ep1~Kaufman, op. cit.,
‘p. 181 who*supplles the followxng ‘exc rpt from an 1nterv1ew
with Grass, in.which ‘the latter statesﬂ with gegard to hist-
orical deveiopment "Ich weiss, dass es jeine. Sprihgprozessxon
ist, dass es im besten Fall zwei Schri té vor .und elnen )
zuruckgeht, manchmai sogar zwedl Schritte vor und ‘zwéi.
Schritte zuruck oder. sogar zwei Schritte’ vor und drei .
Schritte zuruck." History is thus regarded by both Grass o
~and Starusch as an unendlng interplay betweeanast, present
and future. Cf Mlles; op. c1t., P 174 . .

L %

170

v Wllhelm Gossmann,,"Dle polltlsche Lahm;egung-"ortllch
betiubt' von Gunter Grass,'" Stimmen der Zelt, 190 (1972),

11, describes -the func¢tional significance of the. dentist's
chair, which is at once a "Llegestuhl, Fernsehsﬁﬁhl, Belcht-
«stuhl, Rlchterstuhl Kalserstuhl ! .

l71_‘ CL L R ;. e
Durzak, op. cit., p. 154. ‘ : PR

» Ibid., p. 156. ' S
The difference between Starusch and. the dentiSt-iS
‘summed up by Durzak, op. cit., p. 157, as follows:* . "Nicht

von ungefahr ist Starusch und nicht der in seinen Fortschrltts-“*#
optimismus versponnene Zahnarzt der entliche Vertreter dex -
intellektuellen, ErwachsengeneratlonJ7d§r schon' auf Grund.
seines Berufes :zur Konfrorntation mit‘der Jugend, zu standlger
VUberprufung ‘seiner Haltung gezwungen ist und sich die utopl—'
schen Sp}elerelen von einer vollkommenen, alles umfassenden’ 'ﬁﬁ'
Zahnmedlzln nlch; leisten kann. :

174 : .
Thomas Bernhard Verstorung (Frankfurt/Maln, 1974) ..
All future references to thls,w "Will merely indicate 1ts
‘title and the page: number.. Kofler, op. cit., p. 48, thef
' empha51s upon such topics as the pathélogically abnormal
+arises from a lost sense of totality: "Da die wahre Totali-
- tAt des Lebens aus defm Blickfeld gerat,..entsteht der Drang,
interessant zu bleiben durch ﬁberstelgerung des Abnormen,.4
: Unhelmllchen und Pathologlschen..." . o ) v

-

175 . : L
~ Cf. "Thomas Bernhard: Rede" in' Uber Thomas:Bernhard,
.ed. Annellese Botund (Frankfurt/Main, 1970), pp. 7~8: "Wir.
~sind- ésterrelcher, wir 51nd apatisch; wir sind das Leben als. ® -

v

e i : B e .'\x'.
. - - - L. )
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das gemeine De51nteresse am|Leben, wir sind in dem Prozess
der Natur des Grdssenwahh s/ Sinn als Zukunft. ' Wir haben
nichts zu berlchten, als dass wir. erb&rmllch sind, durch )
‘Einbildungskraft einer phllosophlsch-okonomlsch mechanlschen
Monotonie verfallen. . Mittel zum Zwecke’ des Niedergangs,
Geschépfe derxr Agonle, erklart sich uns alles, verstehen wir
4 nlchts.‘ Wir bevdlkern’ ein Trauma, wir flrchten uns, wir
haben' ein Recht, uns zu flrchten, wir sehen schon, wenn auch
undeutllch im Hlntergrund die Rlesen der Angst.“
Cf. Wolfgan

grund gesehen" in. gber Thomas Bernhard, ed. Anneligese ‘Botund .
(Frankfurt/Main, 1970), p. 15, and Otto Lederer, "Syntaktische
Form des Landschaftszelchens in .der Prosa ThomaﬁdBernhards"

in 1b1d., p. 66. ' : y |

176 oo . e iy Y
Maier, !'Die Abstraktion vor ihrem Hinter-'

B

177 '
That Stlwoll is situated at some helght is lndlcated :
by the'widow Ebenh&h who' speaks of "nach Knlttelfeldzhlnunter"

(Verstorung, P

178

‘4

'35).

#

Verstorung, p. 26.

179 o
' Ibid., p. 24.

180 ’ \

The\SLgnlflcance of the widow's name, Wthh 1mplles

' equal elevatlon, is strlklng.

181 . “ o - R
Verstorung, pp. 27-28. -
L e 182 N
TN Ibld , P, 1l.
183 o -
. ~ Ibid. r po 142- ' 3 £ .
184%. . ~
Ibid., p. 49..
" o185 - - :
Ibid.,. pp. 63-64. .
186 - - » ‘ »
B © ' Ibid., p. 77.° ' / ‘
o ¥ ‘ o
" 187 B S :
?‘ Ibid., p. 194, Furst Saurau, as an important inform-

5atlon—g1ver in the ngvel, necessarily demands extended atten-
tlon. In. hlS ex?ess1vely long monologue, soc;al qonditlons

<
2
.
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K]
#
a

are revealed whlch are 1mportant in determing the function
of the country doctor who visits hlm. .
y .
188 ’ ' _

"Thomas Bernhard Rede," p. 7.

1 ‘ ’ . . - . : §
Ibid., pp. 136-137. . . ‘

190 - ~ I .
Ibid‘.’ypo 137. ! C .

Ibid. r p. 149. . .‘ h

192 : L -
Ibid., pp. 188 and 175. g
¢ o o
Ibid.», p. 19. B . ’ ' » '

Ibid., p. 20+ \C

Ibid., pp. 148, 144, 168, 175, 160, 169.

194

>

) 196 B Coe , '
'~ Ibid., p. 103. Cf. a¥so p. 184: The Fﬁrst'says
"Stdndig habe ich Angst vor/Erdbeben. Es-ist miz nicht
mégllch zu gehen, ohne a Erdbeben zu denken, Erdbeben zu
flhlen, KOMMENDE Erdbeben, Gerausche, unterlrdlsche, gleich-
zeltlg die, Gerausche in fueinem Kopf.

: 3}

Y

., 197

Ibid., p. 104.
198 o o - v o
-Ibid., p. 181l. g ; : ' F&f

199 _ A

Ibld., PP 185 and 181-182. - The concept of nature
as a mefiacing, confus;pg force is also exemplified by the,
youthful experien of the Salla schoolmaster, while picR
ing blackberries - hls grandmother in a thlck forest.
They -are unable to find their way ouf, and are 'contintally
confused by their environment. CE£. Verstérung, pPp. 52-53,

. and Wendellin Schmidt- -Degler, "Der Tod als Naturwissenschaft

‘-neben\demw’ Leben, Lebén" in Uber Thomas Bernhard, ed. Anne-
liese 'Bofund (Frankfurt/Main, 1970), p. 60,

~

Ibi’d. 7 pE).. 53_54-

T
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201 . Y
‘ Bernhard's concept of nature as a menacing, negative
reality appears to have as its specific model his own Austrian
homelan This is not only ¢#he case with the doctor's assess-
"ment of what the Salla schoolmaster is -agble to see from his ,
sickbed, it is also evident from remarks of the Fdrst Saurau
(pp. 85 and 98), and from passages in Bernhard's other works,
for example, as in Frost, 'and Ungenach. 1In thé. case of Ver-
st&run%'attention.has been paid to the parallel between the
gradual dissolution of the Saurau estates - both Hauenstein
and the Fochlermlhle once belonged to the First's family =
. and the break-up of the Austrian Empire in 1919. Cf. Ginter a\\
Bldcker, “Aus dem Zentrum des Schmerzes" in Ober Thomas Bern-
hard, ed. Anneliese Botund (Frankfurt/Main, T§7b)r\p.”84: '
Urs Jenny, "Osterreichische Agonie" in ibid., pp. '130-136;
Helmut Olles, "Katastrophen in den Kdpfen," Frankfurter.
Hefte, 25 (1970), 218-224. . : a N

202 , ) A - ‘
Ibid., pp. 136, 142, 161. " A

203 | E o=
Ibid., p. 168.

204 . | .
Ibid., p. 133. -

205 B .
Ibid., pp. 97, 178, 183.

- 206 . ‘
Ibid., p. 136.

207 ]

Ibid., p. 7. .

208
Ibid., p. 14.

209 ‘ - N, '. A ._ , -
Ibid., pp. 22, 29, 143. .

210 |

' Ibid., pp. 7-8.

211 ‘ . : e )
;Ibid., p. 53. - -

212
Cf. ibid., p. 22.

213 3 _
Ibid., p. 23. .
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214 . o .- A
‘Ibid., p. 15. 1 \
I V .\ ' \\\l
215 n’l‘ ) "\\‘
ibid.,.pp. 15-16. : C \
3 \
216 - . : C \
Ibid. , p. 140 ) ‘ ! ’ \"\
217 R .
Ibid. L .
218 ‘ . '
‘Ibid., p. 77.
219 . . - S
Ibid., pp. 14 and 71. i
220 '

menschlichen Verstdrung," Merkur, 21 (1967), 787.

?

221

Versﬁarung, pp. 19 and 56. - ;a, ' \

222 | o _ ' S

Ibid., p. 52. —~
223 t
Ibid., p. 154. p

224 , , : ,
Ibid., p. 65. One is reminded here of Josef K.'s

first sight of the painter Titorelli's painting of justice
which appears to K. much more $ike the Goddess af the Hunt.

Cf. Franz Kafka, Der Prozess in Gesammelte Schriften, ed.
'Max Brod, 3rd ed., III (New York; 1946), p. 15I.

225

226 >
cf. ibid., p. 36.
k2 - R
0227 _
& Ibid., p. 27,

s

228 g
Ibid., p. 25.

229
Ibid., pp. 24-25.

Cfv Heinrich Vormweg, "Thomas Bernhards Studium der

Ccf. Verstdrung, p. 8. : A .
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: Friedrich Dﬁrrenméttﬂ "Der Tunnel" in Die Stadt
(Zurich, 1962), p. 151. . ~

<
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