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a | ABSTRACT

- The primary purpose of this study was to examine the atti-
béde of the Canadian protestant churches towards sport during a 4
éime of intense social 1nterest “the period of the sociai gospe],
1895 - 1925 The attitude of the denominations--Angiican Methodist
‘and Presbyterian--towards sport and phySicai recreation was sub-
stantia]]y 1nf1uenced it was found by the socia] philosophy of
the soc1a1 gospel. One major resu]t was the establishment of many,
‘sport, recreation and social programs within the church directed |
'towards the adolescent members of soc1ety. The research:problem
~ was studied-within the framework of the»bachground history of.the
‘denominations, their understanding of the traditionai piace.of
‘sport in society, the ethical significance of sport and the dangers
. to soc1ety of over 1ndulgence in sport and physical recreation.
Special empha51s was placed ‘on the social mission of sport and.
/phy51ca1 recreation as proclaimed by the social” gospel. Fina]iy:
Sabbatarianism, the strict observance of the Sabbdth, was examined
within the perspective of the practical philosophy of the soc1a1

gospe1 the secularization of culture, and these 1nf1uences on

Sunday sport and recreation.
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”PREFACE e

- In 1965 Van Vliet, in his Physical Education in Canada,1

expressed the hope . that others would be encouraged by his. publica-°
tion so that a- proper reflection of the Canadian scene in physical
education, athletics and recreation would be forthcoming 'Zince'l
those early years,,before Canadian univer51ties had yet graduated
their first PhD in physical education historians have chosen this
'field of endeavour in which to write, and a number of 1deas have .
heenashown to be.important in ‘the evolution of pastimes.into-modern
sports and physical education.z‘« - | \m , CL .

. - Several studies have resulted in which historical influences
have been identified as 1mportant in the evolution of sport and

3

'phy51cal education 1nto a modern soc1al phenomenon. Lindsay,‘,f

example, has captured the v1tal part played by military men in this
' process during colonial days, and N'orrow4 has shown the continuing i
weight of military 1deas a half-century later in the development of
school physical education programs. Although stripped of its grand_

prestige by world War I, as Cosentino5

observed military serv1ce
still hag the power to “cleanse" professional sportsmen and 50 per- d}
mit them to have their 1dst amateur status returned The pervasive‘
dimensions of technology as a catalyst for change is another in-
‘fluence cited by those seeking explanations for Canadian sport as
'-.shown by Jobling. Morrow has pointed to the contribution of a -

_number of prominent educators, particularly the Methodist cleric,

- Egerton Ryerson, while Redmond has shoun how ethnic Scots have .

v . . S ',. : . rv} ) .-.‘, .
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'contributed in t e growth of pastimes to sports and gaMes. Aiso .
“the notion of c] ss has received attention especia]iy for the
co]onial era an' explanations for group behaviour in sport have
'.been of recent interest to historians of sp6rt 8 Many of these
trends were first brought to 1ight inian elementary way through the
histories of Canadian sport; many generalized'studies have ved
'a considerabie import as they’have given guidance to futune his;-
toricai studies . of the determinants of sport, exercise and phy51ca1
education.g : //‘ IO ., ,. | ot
Hhen a sport appeared, it soon deveioped a story of its own.

vResearch cannot stop there, it must iook beyond the outward formlo'

' of sport, if a. proper ref]ection of Canadian sport physical educa-

jtion and recreation, as Van Viiet had Wished for, is to be realized.

A contemporary of Van Viiet well known sport historian,
M. L. Howeii, co-authored a comprehen51ve vo]ume entit/ed Sports

and Games in Capadian Life where they attempted to show sports, and

games in relation to the social history of the time.11 As Howeil 3

and Howeii put it sports are so close to the top 1n national con-
%

sciousness that the churches must take cognizance of them,"12 This

study will attempt to show that the protestant denominations at

1east were weii aware ‘0f this: aspect of soc1a1 1ife (and of natteﬁ'~

ICOnsc1ousness) and further, that the impact of protestant reiigious,

| and social- thought on the evoiution of games Anto modern sports,
'physicai educatfon and recreation has been formative. The attitude
: &
of the protestant denominations towards sport and physical recrea-

- tion during the period of the social gospei 1895_--1925,.was-v

. LI
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study’ s ultimate expectation

carefully examined by those socjally min 'd churchmen seeking affir-
mative social action. They sought to understf d the role of sport
and attempted to use it within the “‘chiurch to as ist in accomplishingj
their social aims.. Consequently, a valuable opportunity is pre-

sented to study the,development of sport during a formative period

in its organization'l growth The achievement of greater under-

standing of the so 1al im rtanc of sport in modern §ociety is this

~

The 1dea that 'sport and reliyion (and protestantism in
particular) have interacted as social forces is by no means new:
A number of such instances are found in primers of sport and physical

education in western ciVilization, sometimes in periods highlighted

by -extreme points of view. .For example .the ancient Greek city

“ra

songs and games,

, states celebrated impassioned festivals of the deities in dances,

13 The Christian ascetism of the-middle ages has

received notable attention as an- influence on’ sport 14 s has "qﬁ
seventeenth-century puritanism 15 More retently, the growth of Sl

athletic1sm in England and its subsequent export to the colonies,

was nurtured in the second half of the last centuhy by English

public school clerical headmasters, labelled "muscular Christians;"16 |

Ontario S foremost nineteenth-century educator, Egerton Ryerson,

‘may well have been encouraged by their ideals, accounting for the

rerouting of his thinking tow rds the positive value of sports.17 _
It has not been subst tiated however, that muscular Cﬁristianity, ,
as suggested by COSe‘tino, was "very much in vogue and worthy of -

w18 in the las.'

pursuit f of the nineteenth~century-in Canada.
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* ‘ments in sport to changeib1n social cond1t1ons to 1nc]ud-'protestant’r

] 're11g1ous attitudes towards sport in the 1mportan years a

\A' S TE
of the centur when” commerc1a1 and professiona1 s

-

games and rural pastimes.. The Vast majority of stud1ﬂ

-

have concentrated on organ1zation N growth thereby larg 1y igd&h\

s ‘shown’

eed td\\\”

, establlsh the cpntribution made by the church deﬂ m1ted here\ to th
|

three 1argest protestant denominat1ons, to the evo]ut1on of modern

ing the social Forces wh1ch shaped the destfny of sport.

by the remark cancern1ng muscular Chr st1anity, there Ts a

\ — A
sports and phy§ica1 education. - 1 Sl

' ~.
\ - S ~.

There are many other 1nd1cat10nsand tanta]yzing suggest1ons

encouraging fufther research, Howe]] and Howe'H19 noted\\hah the -

i

church was at/the social centre of colon1a1 11fe but they\supp11ed //QG\

Oy
B !

no details of/th1s involvement perta1n1ng'to sports;and gam s :,/ %\\

" Cosentino ob/1que1y suggested, in h1s study of the c cept 0.

Ihe public image prOJected by the athlete b anded' s-azx
onal'-was that he was a 'cheat' , . . he'was ¢
a person of Tow. mora] character. The t&rm was a des

one's soul, 20 Yo f';,” . ///
\ ' ‘ Lo
Thé\\hurch coptributed significant1y to the deve]opment an
A \

ance of such popu1ar 1deas of the professional in spo)

r
bones21 found that protestant church organizat1ons'



\\\encouraQEment of phis1ca1 act1v1ty and exercise. The YMCA, con-
\\dered an\importan

i \

protestant Chr1stian organizat1on by Jones,

phyt1ca1 depa tments of the YMCA grew spectacu]arly after 1890 but.
/

' crehited this growth to "the 1ncreased emphasis that sport received

by Canadian soc1ety dur1ng that era.“zz'
\

| 11tt1e was said regard1ng their particular involvement,

1
. ~i Lappage2 oﬁserved that the 1nf1uence of "re11gij ". on
$port dur1ng the . 17205 and 1930s was "somewhat paradoxical." On

| .
E one hand he c1a1mEd that Saggatar1anism was a negat1ve 1ﬂf1uence

. of the church while oh the other, the churches "promoted a w1de

Of the denominatrons, very '

|
'\ o

' var1ety of physical act1v1t1es by form1ng 1eagues," and the YHCA

14
‘ p1ayed/a 1ead1ng role in sport, 24 Lappage, however offered 11tt1e

: expTanat1on for th1s 1ncreased pursuxt of sport by the church and .

the YMCA25 although he recogn1zed that-there wasa de-emphasns of

"religion” within YMCA programs from former levels. But about the

re1at1onsh1p between re11g1on and sport, no further ev1dence was

‘ g1ven. o . -

The 1ncreased interest by protestant1sm in forms of phys1ca1

recreation was not due solely to the tn;reased.emphasis that sport °

’frece1ved in Canadjan society. In the period before the soc1a1 gos-

pe]‘the church had resisted involvement 1 sport during the 1880s, ﬁ'.
_ a1though aware of its grow1ng popu]arity. \But with the rise of‘the

soc1a1 gospe1 protestantism became more intirested 1n the positive

'attribhtes qf‘sport and physica] recreation wh1ch Ted concerneg

Christian reformers ‘to use the benefits of physica1 recreation as
o, o .

ix o\
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} a remedy for sociaifilis,s‘An expanding array of Christian social

' organizations were'created whose -aim was social regeneration. The
&

role played by protestant religious thought through church soc1a1

organizations incl é'gg Sunday schoo]s, social service and we]fare

agencies, church'ff:-ois, social- clubs and the YMCA-in~the develop- |
ment of modern sports and physicai education has not been explored,
‘aithough there are suggestions there is need of such study.

~ This is not a“%tudy of the "histories of sport," which
usually highlights the evolution of the organization and social
impact of sport. 'This_is a'study of-"sport.history“_where the
social anteoedents of the. rise of sport, so inextrioah]yliinked"
with SOCial‘history itseif,‘areto be found. Consequent]y, the
dissertation eannot chronicle the_growth'of sport; in fact, it
cannot euen assume that sport ought to be supported as a modern
arbitrator of social behaviour, social iearning and social custom.
_Not all soc1a1 engineers ‘had sport on the draw1ng board as the next
innovative machine for the soc1a1 regeneration of society.

This. stydy of protestantism and the rise of sport w111 focus
on the period of the-soc1a1 gospe1 1895 - 1925, a period when pro-
testantism attempted tp b1end its theo]ogy with social reiexance by
aiigning itself with the cause of socia1 we]fare to seek soc1a1
action. This process Mas becoming apparent by the middle 18905,
,.whereas by 1925, the ec]ipse of the socia1 gospel as a deliberate
rationale for social intervention was underway. : But during this
period Christian awareness was stimulated by the social gospei and '
.as d resu]t protestantism became more invoived in aspects/ef physica1

recreation. !_
atha |
1



The three majorqprotestantfchurches; ﬁe{hoddst Presbyterian

and Anglican, and their associated social and recreational organ1za—

- tions served as the main focus because these had the greatest social

: impact and their: arch1ves are most ead11y availab]e to the modern _
researcher. TheoiogicaI po]ity ah Qgma were deemed to- be 1mportant

on1y insofar as they appeared to be necessary for the study since
its pr1mary obJective was the s;udy of sport and phys1ca1 educat1on.
In the same vein not all ath]et1c or physica] education act1v1t1es
were 1nvest1gated Only those act1v1t1es wh1ch were given promln-
ence by the church rece1ved major attent1on and. thert only in the
'_context of soc1a1 p]ann1ng and social ‘expectation.

Pr1mary sources were used whenever poss1b1e 1nc1ud1ng‘
off1c1a1 proceedings of the denogminations a1ong with denominatgonal
periodical literature; together these‘besﬁ_:gg:gisni—not_only the
off1c1a1 attltude of the: church but the most popu]ar c1er1ca1 and
lay express1on of that att1tude. Relevant Canad1an books and
articles and church documents from the period, 1895 - 1925, supp]e:
ment primary source references Secondary source references 1nc1ude '
church and social h1stor1es in books and per10d1ca15 wh1ch were. out-

. side the period of. study.

AN
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CHAPTER 1
" PROTESTANTISM AND THE SOCIAL GOSPEL

Introduction

o

N , -
The histofy of‘Christiaﬁ belief jn Canada has'been studied
by both fheo]ogica] and secular hiétoriges whe’haye shown tﬁe“gen4
erai importance‘of'religion in Canadian'social thought. In fact,
until receetly,'most Canadians belonged to a church, and the impor-

tance of the church in'forming the pattern of life and fhought,is

.an outsta d1ng feature of Canadian social h1story As :Moir observed:

Rel gious affiliation overtook place of or1g1n and even political
allegiance as the primary badge of personal identity and as the
source of social contact. Knowing what church a Canadian

belonged to_furnished until recently the most useful clue to ‘
_ where he stood in his community and whére he found his friends.
A Canadian belonging to no church was so rare that it was not

. foundlnecessary to" 1nstruct census- takers [on] how to c1ass1fy
. them .

Protestantism set.the moral tone for the protestant p0pu1at10n of
Canada. | | o |

The deep. penetration of protestehf%§m“into the character of
national 17fe resulfed not only from réligious conviction but from a
socfa1 program as well, which extended beyondfexb11cit1y religious
eoncerns;' Traditional]y.this was manifest through the beljef in the;
capacity of educatien to encourage a-morai,ekistehce: educatien'was
c1assed essentially as religious. 16 -addition, " the church pursued
1ts social aims of moral guidance, character. bu11d1ng and observance

of the Sabbath where there was best access, viz., from the pulpit,

-at SUhday school, through'numerousvchurch and Christian social
L. N ‘ . \~ . . - -



| ‘.
organizations in which they participated and through denominational

periodicals which comprised a significant portion of home reading.z

But the 1nterest of the churches in purely social issues- was

a comparatively recent innovation. For example, Method1sm had showed ‘

'l:ttl&finterest in social 1ssues in the nirieteenth century, but w1th
" the rise of the social gospel in Methodism in the‘early twentieth
century, the church became’a leader in social reform. PerhapS'the

- change can be explained as a compensation for fading evangelical‘
fervodr,_but by the turn of the century,‘Methodists embraCed-the

social gospel and,'

to the reshaping of modern Canadian soc1al values 3

soefal gospel, as this movement ‘in the direction of soc1al
consciousness is Tabelled, was 1nfluent1al in a number of spheres of
social action in Canadian protestantism The rise. of the social
sc1ences at a time when urbanization was contributing to produce an
urban poor, on one hand, and'an increas1ngly conspicuous .urban rich,
'on the other ‘tended to direct the soc1al .gospel towards issues

. §
-1mportant to: that 1diom. The social sc1ences ‘had a great deal to

say about the env1ronment and morality, and their influence is strik-r'

- ingly noticeable in denominational literature about the place of

physical recreation in modern soc1ety 4

Protestant socialxagencies‘

. were well established by Horld Har I. - Poverty, bad housiﬁg, illit-
eracy, juvenile delinquency, crime, prostitution and alco olism were
social problems which the social gospel addressed simulta vously
‘througha host of committees leagues departments--wings of Christian

organizations. The emergence of social action groups within the

ong w1th Anglicans and Presbyterians, contributed

W



. T
church was significantly supported by protestant re]igious zeai‘s

LY

AlT denominations had their boards of Mora1 and Socia Reform youngi
, peop]e s organizations were upgraded and expanded the YMCA with 1ts
' strong emphasis on phy51ca1 regreation a]so carried the message of
the socia] gospe] These were the vanguard organizations which

4
sought soc1a1 purity under the 1nf1uence of the soc1a1 gospe]

By the 1920s many such agencies, assoc1ations and the churches X

themselves were offering soc1a1 and’ phy51ca1 recreation programs for ‘
' youth Wh1Ch a broader soc1ai outiook had encouraged. Fac111t1es
which were initia]]y developed spec1fica11y for. the underprivgjeged
' gradually became standard equipment in many urban parishes During ,
this period there was a pro]iferation of church gymnasiums, swimming
| poois, basketbal] courts and dreSS1ng rooms,6 and as Lappage COn;
ciuded ‘the churches were contributing to the prestige of phy51ca1
irecreation as a modern cu1tura1 phenomenon 7

Aithough ‘the ability of the churches *o moid beliefs and
actions was altered substantial]y w1th a-loosening of soc1a1 morals
: fo]iowing WOr]d war 1 (and w1th it the eclipse of the soc1a1 gospe]
soon fo]]owed) the church retained a con51derab1e portionof its '5
customary place at the centre of community life. 8 By contrast '
there is no doubt fhat soc1a1 behavior was more rigidly controi]ed

by the suggestions of the churches in the earlier Victorian era but

‘what the church lacked in its abi1ity to preach fol]owing the war,

it gained to some degree in its abiiity to practice through greater "ty

sinvolvement in physicai culture; recreation and sport Furthermorey
there was a measure of_acceptanceuof-these asvagents.ofisocialf\

b



regeneration -
.i‘ "

The experwence of the co1onia1 chUrches with any w1despread
sport1ng enterp%iSes (other than games) was with the recreat1ona1

pursu1ts of the upper class and part1cu1ar1y those of the m111tary
Perénnia]ly, organ1zed horserac1ng was\a favour1te target for the
_.church -not on1y because of “the gamb11ng it was thought to encourage,
" but also for, the consp1cuous lack of ‘social control often exh1b1ted

~ by spectators at these meetings The early history of horserac1ng

is rep]ete w1th examples of Chr1st1an Journa]ism defam1ng the sport.

.Qne such examp]e appeared in the'Christ1an Messenger in 1838-

-Taken «in e1ther a re]ig1ous or moral view, we cannot’ p1cture

ourselves a scene more humiliating and debas1ng than a horse -

-race. The high and Tow, the .vile and the vicious, the gentle- _

_‘ men and the blackleg, Jammed together in one tumultious, noisy

. crowd, roaring and quarrelling and. curs1ng, or waiting with

’ breathless and senseless anx1ety for an’ event of the ‘most trivial
consequence; an event which is. of no possible benefit, except -

. to stimulate evil and unruly passions to their.utmost or to
transfer money from the pocket of one knave or fool or idler to
another _

We are not among those who wou]d set our faces aga1nst
~any recreat1on that is really innocent and lawful, but we can as
Tittle conceive how any. practical benefit can arise from horse-

- racing and gambling, as we can from dram- selling and drunkedness.
- To us. they both appear frightfully moral ev11s, and utter]y sub-
versive to ‘every Taw, human or divine.9

During co1on1a1 times many of the protestant churches set //)/
themselves againstthe socia] pract1ce of the communIty.- However, as

the denom1nations became better estab11shed and more concerned about

E their mission they felt compe1led to reassess thefr positxon regard-

ing physjcal recreation though of»horseracing in=part1cu1ar, there
- was no change of mind _With &n fncreasing1y v1ab1e socia] program,:

the religious and mora1 conversion of individua1s a1one, as traditionaT‘
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protestantism had stressed was no. ionger adequate to the modern

social need

The modern view of protestantism towards iPCIai prob]ems was

i3

| Tthe product of an- evolutionary trend ra;her than any revo]utionary

- action. The protestant sects found that there- was strength in unity,

~and wére reinforced to pursue the- creation of. Canadian churches,

rather than sects to represent Canadian protestantism as a soc1a1

o force ok | o T ,

“ L

-Background ofﬁthe”Canadian Churches'

Al

During the quarter century or so before the rise of the soc1a1

‘gospel in Canadian protestantism, 1895 —-1925 ‘church and sect under-

went a serles of amaigamations This period ofbactive“institutionai

v.consoiidation was Significant not on]y because it saw ‘the establish-

ment of Canadian churches, but because it encouraged a spirit of

cooperation which became manifestly benefic1a1 to the church during

'the Tater period of. the social gospel itself

i

' Si];oiljleﬁwﬂy-Canadian church historian, in viewing this
1atter tren recognized that the genera] tendency in the Canadian ;:yl

' denominations has been in the direction of- integration despite

.‘individuai differences in temperament 10 Hith the exception of

' Baptists his survey of the growth of Anglican Baptist Congnggationai,

~f;Methodist and Presbyterian communions showed the rea]ity and prac-v

tical advantages of close cooperation not on1y 1eading to denomina-_
tional amalgamation but to interdenominational social prOgramming

as welI Besides providing a more effective poiitical veice for the
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church, the fbrmation of such ecumenical organizations as the Soc1a1
Serv1ce Counci] of Canada in 1907 demonstrated the advantages of
working together during. periods of soc1a1 progress 1n order to secure
commonly de51red social goals . | '.
While this ability to work‘cooperatiyeiy'proVed'sdgnificant
of importance too in the b kground of the Canadian churches is the
r;recognition of the re5111e:Qy\of historical protestantism in Canadian
'cuiturev The'period of the social gospel, 1895 - 1925 was also one .
of wholesale secularization of Canadian life.” Under pressures of..
urbanism and industrialization the traditional hegemony of the
church in Canadian life was severe]y chal]enged and as_a resu]t 1ts
'_iinfluence and ability to persuade were diminished But such eminent .
.church historians as J. w Grant have documented the record of its _
.".strengths: .By the mid 19205,‘and.notwithstanding a considerabieiloss
- .of innocencevfo]lowihg'worid war I, the churches retained their cus-
tomary p]ace in the centre of- Canadian 1ife, “despite protests from

t "11

the. right and dissertions on the lef In their struggle with

, economic and culturai praoblems, the Canadian'churches drew from'their
histor1ca1 tradition and on occasioanroke away from it whiie channe]-
ﬁ 1ing energies towards their socia1 ambitions “‘ ]

' The most singu]ar example of this spirit of cooperation came
ith the formation in Canada of-the Unite Church in 1925 The real- -
ization of this unique union of Methodist Presbyterian and

Congregationa1ist unpara]1e1ed in western protestantism, culminated |

nfmore than twenty years of negotiations towards unification since the

' idea1 of union was first brought officially forward at the Hinnipeg



Conference of the Methodist chuich in 1902.12 But this process of

union‘had its'roots in the previous century. During the 1ast quarter'

- of the nineteenth century, the Canadian denominationai Methodist and -
»

Presgsterian churches themselves were created through a series of '

amaigamations, uniting the vast majority of adherents to these tradi-

tions. | |
Presbyterians were the first' to seek to make their ecclesi-

astical Jurisdictions coterminus with the boundaries of the' new

' Dominion after Confederation 1n 1867. Cooperation and po]iticai

. union were encouraged by an 1ncrea51ng sense of common purpose but

also by the reaiities of wanting to evangeiize or serve the vast

Canadian hinteriand The Canada Presbyterian Church was formed the

year of Confederation from the union of the.Free and U
Presbyterian churches; by 1875 the General Synod of fthe Presbyterian
church was established comp]eting the merger of eigdht 1ndependent -
Presbyterian churches In the decade before 1875 Canadian
Presbyterianism was almost entireiy consoiidated 13- Perhaps the
~dom1nant feature of the Presbyterian church was 1ts conservatism,
noticeable in both its church poiity and soc1a] outlook But. this

is not to be construed as 1ndicating a 1ag§ of 1nterest on the part

of Presbyterians in matters such as social weifare qr pubiic affairs

' As pointed out by Christie in his study of Presbyterian 1nvoivement

in socia] reform, Presbyterians concerned themseives with socia1

probiems although this is not always obvious in their church histor-

14

~1es.™" But at the turn of the century, the church wouid move even

more: convincingly towards a sociai Christianity inspired as all

<

&
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protestant churches were, “to a more aCtive'part,in Jocial problems, -
by the impetus of the "Social éospel +nl5

e Presbyterian conservatism was evident in 1ts austere relqi-

t

!
gious services, church architecture, and generally in 1ts social
o
approach to problems as demonstrated by its tenacious support of

Sabbatarianism in later years. Regarding such soc1al'sub3ects as
,recreation and pleasure the Presbyterian often "found lt difficult
CAf not impossible, to enjoy himself wholeheartedly « . . Jor to
believel that the creation and contemplation ofybeauty'is a legiti-t

mate activity.-"-16

,The'Scottish bachground softened the stern
Calvinist tradition of Presbyterianism, enabling Presbyterians to

be receptive to reasoned arguments. and they too found themselves
being Tulled by the cool obJectiv1ty of the soc1ological approach
inherent in practical Christianity Despite their reJection of many
wor)dly pleasures, as Grant concluded their support for current
evangelical causes could be assured,. 17 They too were moved by the
impetus of the social gospel into the arena of practical concern
‘about- the phy51cal recreation of Canadians. '

Nithin the Presbyterian church its government or polity was
conservative as. well Its form of government was conciliar, meaning
that it was governed not by individuals but by’ councils or courts,
often consisting of an equal pumber of both ordained ministers‘and
‘laymen 18 Its conservatism was highlighted by the importance of the
Presbytery and the communion in decis1on making in the Presbyterian
church which became an issue during negotiations for church union

in'1925. "Through committees, boards, etc., at all levels of

-

A ]



organ1zat10n, synod presbytery or parish d1scuss1on of pertinent
issues to the church took place, wh1ch 1n turn gave off1c1a1 d1rec-'
tion to the church.. For examp1e the: Presbyter1an Board of Mora]

. and Soc1a1 Reform f1rst estab11shed in 1907 as a department under
the Board of Home Miss1ons, was respons1b1e for directing the off1c?a1
att1tude towards social concerns of the time--temperance, gamb11ng,
Sabbath observance prost1tut1on, pub11c amusements, etc. }9 'The
Board of Moral and Soc1a1 Reform of the Presbyter1an church even
more- so than similar boards in other denom1nat1ons, sought to rﬁp-
resent not only the vanguard ofth ¥se within the church seeking

' modern ‘options for solv1ng the real prob1em of decreas1ng church

attendance at the turn of the century, but also trad1t1ona1 values
kS

w1th1n the church
The decenn1a1 census of 1891 showed the re1at1ve numerical

strength of all denom1nat1ons just prior to the turn of the century
Presbytertans represented 15. 6% of the tota1 populat1on of Canada

and Ang11cans 13. 4% "Methodists wep marg1na11y better supported. at
17.5%, which together represented 46. 5% of the Canad1an popu]at1on
\w1th 4]. 2% be1ng Roman Catholig. The relative strength of th1s rat1o '
d1d ot alter substantwa]]y during the period 1891 to 1931 At that
tiple stat1st1cs showed the United Church of’ Canada representing 19 4% N

f Canadians, Presbyt 1ans 8.4%, Ang]icans 15. 8% or co]]ect1ve1y ’ |
43.5% as compared t Roman Catho]ics who tota11ed 39. 5%0f’popu1ation.zo
’ Nethodis were the next to pursue the path of union and to

form a Canadi nVChurch While the Presbyterian Church was comp]et1ng

ts negot1 tions for the union of 1874 a major consummation was taking
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place to form the Methodlst Church in Canada This arrangement L
brought together Nes]eyan conferences from various parts of Canada,
as well as New Connection Mgthodists, in an effort to 1mproveJthe
-ab111ty to effectively minister to. the remote rural h1nter1and
a concern which the Presbyterian church a]so exper1enced

Th1s process of the union of Method1s& churches entered 1ts
final stage by 1884, . Four prev1ous1y unre1ated bod1es remained to'

!

be joined-' the 1874 Methadist Church in Canada, the Methodist .
Episcopal Church in Canada, the Pr1m1t1ve Method1st Church 1n Canada,
and the Bible Chr1st1an Church. The Method1st church which resulted
from the union of these diverse Method1st churches in 1884 ¢ adopted .
a polity jncludjng a General Super1ntend§ncy, where 1aymen as in

the Presbyterian church were given considerable voice on its boards
‘and‘committees, a1€hough there were committees 11mjted to.ofdained
ministry. Laity were repreSentedTOn committees concerned with

' social problems. For example, emerg1ng from an ear]ier sess1ona1 -
.‘comm1ttee on soc1o]og1ca1 quest1ons, the Method1st Depmrtment of
Temperance Prohibition and Moral Reform was estab11shed in 1902

- to g1ve a more act1ve voice to the church as suc issues became more

~

' 1mportant with the broadening of the base of support or greater
social Chr1st1an1ty Ref]ecting chang1ng soc1a1 imperat  es within
Method1sm, it was 1ater renamed the Department of Evange]ism nd
Socia1¢§erv1ce and became an 1mportant mediator of church social
"policy including its postureytowardshrecreation and amusement .
| ’ A]though there was. much in common 1n church government of f\g

\
“the Methodist and Presbyterian churches, there were noticeab]e )

© .
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differences in temperament between them. For one thing, Methodists

" were dedicated evange]lcals to a greater extent than were other

21

denominations, To’ histor1ans of‘the church, evange]ical Methodism

//’hgg_laﬁg been recognized as one of the "determ1n1ng influences 1n

. shaping the nat1ona1 character of English-speaking Canada n22 ~
Methodism had been nurtured on successive waves of reviva]fst pass1on

[ wh1ch 1nf1uenced its temperament and theology. At the turn of the

A

] —
century there was a not1ceab1e ca111ng for, and expectation of an ,
' Loy
1mm1nent revival, one which would aid 1ts struggle with secular \\f
B
matertallsm. Character1st1c of 1ts evange11ca1 trad1t1on were camp

meet1ngs, gospel bands and f1ery orat1ons de11vered by such we]]- *
known Method1st evange11sts as Crossley and Hunter A]though the .
protestant evangel¥stic ideal placed much emphas1s on individugl .
conversion, there wasa pract1ca1 side not to be discounted. For ,
exampke the Epworth League movement fougggd in 1887 wh1ch was to
become the baSIS of the youth movement within the. church grew out
of the zeal of the go&pel band movement and evangellsm in general 23
"Poss1b1y the most forceful charge leveled agalnst the
: evangelica]s," claimed French o - S o T
N
is that the moral constraints attendant upon membership in
these denominations imposed restrictions upon the development
- of Canadian culture. The basic intent of such regulations -
was to make the Christian consider the implications of his ‘
actions, and above all to focus his mind on his eternal, wnot T
his temporal dest1ny.24 : ) "
The 1mplicat10ns of such a re11glous state_of mind imp] ied a form v
of Puritan1sm, of the variety popu]ar1y held about late. V1ctorian

culture in Canada.zs o T

d
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However the true evangeiical was a]so vital]y concerned
with the practical world, and never content to be cloistered, pre-
ferred instead to prose]ytizehis religion According to French the
authentic evangelical was characterized "most 1nvariab1y by his
constant awareness of the presence of God in human affairs and by
his belief in the reality of human evil, . . .'Honestv,bsinceritv,

- sohriety; seriousness, a sense of purpose, and the acceptance of
responsibility for others were the proper outer attributes of the

transformed inner ma_n."26

Consequently, evange]ica] Methodists

took up the cause of the sociai gospel with a fervour unequalied

in other denominations, and.the tension between traditional evan-
gelism and practical or social Christianity would; for mdny Methodists
touched by the social gospel, contributefto both thegdefinition and
cultural understanding oi physical recreation andvsport and their
place in‘modernvCanadian society.

RS whiie‘Presbyterians possessed a strong interest in moral
phi]osophy, and Methodists favoured pract1ca1 innovation, Anglicans

stréssed its classical tradition 27

The priority of the Anglican

_ church in Canada was established by 1aw and it was this particu]ar
1ink be:neen the church .of Eng]and and the- Canadian nation which
influenced the perceived need for union. ~The Anglicen church‘re-
iied,for a considerable period of its history on outside financial
"'aid from England which reterded its own internal deve1opment of
e]f-reliance. For this reason Ang]icans continued to be more
highly influenced by«the United Kingdom than were other denomi;;-

_ tions, although all denominations represented besically a British

B O

o
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cultural viewpoint. Nevertheless, steps were taken in the post-u
Confederation era to produce a Canadian church. The first Provincial
Synod was held in 1861 but not untfl 1893, after the establishment
of the ecc1e51ast1ca1 prov1nce of Rupert's Land would its General
Synod represent a11 of Canada.28

| The pecdﬂiar rélationship between church and state 1nf1uenced
the socia1 outtook of the church as well. One result of being con-
sciously informed about current.events in the ggjted Kingdom was
that t‘aysoc1aL consc1ousness of the Anglican church was immediately
British in its orientation. The Canadian Anghican has been des- .
cribed as “very Eng]ish, conservative and stuf'fy'"29 which often
accurate]y described the social disp051t10n of Canadian Ang]icans '
with their somewhat colonial approach to Canadian culture. Another

result was that the traditional view of British sports and games was

~carried over almost intact into pahadian Anglicanism.

"

. Definition of th§ Soc1a1 Gospe]

® } ’ ' .

. The 11terature of Canadiah soc1a1 history has not 1gnored ‘
the existence or the influente of the social gospel in the Canadian
experience The term socia] gospe], has been app]ied by social
historians of Canada to a w1de range of Christian expression. Per-
haps the term has been used too Toosely in endeavouring to explain
_ everything from educationai change, the growth of soc1a1 serv1ce
and youth agencies, to political and 1abour protests Richard
Allen, a noted historian of the socia] gospe] movement in Canada,

~in addressing a Regina Conference entitled The Social Gospe] in
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Canada, in 1974, stressed the importance of ooming to grips with the .

term, definitionally

It is possible to use that phrase, the Social Gospel to refer-

rather broadly and vaguely to any and all efforts of Christians

to express their faith in the social context, and sometimes even

to encompass any movement which offers a hope of social regenera-
. tion. However, what we are here concerned with is not that

broad conception of the Social Gospel, but with that movement

of Christian social thought and action which arose in the last

decades of the nineteenth century in the context of .a society

becoming increasingly collectiVized under the impulses of

1ndustrialism and urbanism.3 . .

In order to understand the social mechanism chosen by th church'toﬁ;
sponsor its program for the soc1al regeneration of Canadian society,
a review of the literature of the soc1al gospel infCanada becomes
imperative. :

A brief survey of the important attributes of it in the
writings by Allen is a first step towards a working definigion
That the term, soc1al gospel, is not tersely defined in historio-»
graphy of the soczal gospel in Canada is 1nd1cative of the breadth
of social problems touched by 1t Yet despite the tendency to apply'
the term Toosely, the notion of it is well defined by its most'prom-
inent aspects. : | - 3 |

“Fundamentally, ‘the social gospel rested on the premise that o
Christianity was a soc1al religion," stated Allen in Prophecy and

Protest. 31 This idea served to heighten the 1mportance of shifts

towards humanism in both secular and religious society in the late

nineteenth century. But "still more fundamentally," noted Allen in

//’\\ The' Soc1al Pa551on,,"it represented the complex of ideas and hopes
which lay at the heart of reform, and it did this regardless of

),
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whether the social gospe1 was spec1f1ca11y acknowledged or not. n32
' But the term 1tse1f did not come into prominent use in Canada until
after the First War. _ .

///::k’tenets of social gospel thought, while. expressive, are
not wholly adequate to defining the term. Better understanding of
it can be'achieved (or‘at Teast its social relevance highlighted)
by relating’ an understand1ng of its social relevance to a broader,
more embracing perspect1ve of protestantism 1tse1f of f1rst 1mpor- o
tance in that regard 1s the evangelism of protestantism, which: A]len
c]aimed was one of the most 1mportant deve]opments of the nineteenth
century to affect the soc1a1 gospel, Evangelism stressed free will,

-an 1mm£nent God, restr1ct1ve personal and social mora11ty and the
doctrine of persona1 perfect1on to- name some of the most potent 33
‘Another prominent Canadian hwstor1an A. R. M. Lower gave acknow-
ledgement to the 1dea as we]l, but*in a lighter vein.
Evangelical protestantlsm, far froi putt1ng a man to sleep,
keeps him only too wide awake. Not only does it impose the most
tremendous of all burdens on h1m--h15 own absolute responsibility
for his fate, finite and infinite--but it constantly throws at
him the cha11enge that he is his brother's keeper, and it makes
him feel that the world's safety and salvation: degend not on.
his rulers.or his boss or his priest but on him.3
It brought to bear upon the pract1c1ngevange11ca1 (and undoubtedly
1nf1uenced the non -communicant but to a lesser degree) a fee11ng of
respons1b111ty for society and heightened ‘the urge to respond accord-'
1ng]y or appropr1ate1y The church intuitively understood that its
efforts whether directly for the church or some socia1 benefit,

| were for the higher good of God and of the nation
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_ Accompanying the evangeiism of protestantism was. what Al]en

.allabeiled the emergence of the protestant churches as a major nationai

culture bu11d1ng agency.35

The evolution of the nationa1 Presbyterian
-and Methodist churches was. a crucial and 51gn1ficant step in thisf
process, ‘as was the establashment of the General Synod of the.Angilcan
Church 1n Canada. A]]en warned against over- emphaSizing the national
‘component "so as to annex it primar11y to the gospe1 of nationalism
36

itself.” Magney, in his study of Methodist nationallsm, argued ,

- that the most - 1mpress1ve aspect at least for CanadJan Methodism

| during the social gospel period, was its "overwhe]ming nationalistic

37 Christian nationalism received renewed attention under the

cast;"
- aegis of the social gospel. Nationalistic rhetoric was much more:
than evange]ical\tervour Behind the rhetoric a ba51c Sh1ft from
_in&ividua]ism, which the soc1a1 gospel-expiic1t1yﬂand implicit]y‘

- encouraged was taking p1ace .;The habit of expressing reform ambi-

tions in nationaiistic terms was by no means exc]uszye to Methodism

| ivfbut ev1dent as well in the 11terature of the Presbyterian and:

Angiican churches This pecuiiar adJunct of evange1ica1 protestantism' a

‘was, not surprisingly, closeTy linked to efforts by the: church in
the area of socia1 services and in. particu]ar with the ro]e of
physical recreation ‘Christian nationa1ism was concerned for }
nationa1 well- being and evoked ogpcern for the necessity of national |
preparedness as a Christian ideal : The socia] gospel served to |

- heighten the importance of such concerns. |

' - The coilation of evangeTicaI protestantism and ‘the “impulsesb

< f ndustrialism and urbanism“ merged the 1ndividua1ism of evangelism‘
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with concern: for rising social prob]ems, but 1eaving 1ntact more -
than incidentally;manyof the trad1tiona1 mora1 overtones which had
~been the basis of personal Christian ethﬁcs However, the sociai: Yo
gospel tended to undermine trad1t10na1 persona] ethics as it
._encouraged concern for collective action an 1mportant aspect of
the definition of the soc1a1 gospel Allen supp]ied additional'-
direction ":k ‘ o : - : .4 J . N
 The Soc1a1 Gospel that arose in the Iatter years of the nine-
teenth century, however, deve]oped under influences which
encouraged a social concept of man [in contrast to. earlier con--
. ceptions of man and society which were intensely 1nd1vidualistic
- but without the social appeal] and underlined the social dimen-,
v sions of the Gospel, so that, the solutions that appeared t
‘d‘most usefu] were those which had an essentially social cha acter
'The resu]t was the development of interest by the: church 1n social
'Darwinism, popuiarly expressed as 1nterest in “sociologica1 ques-
tions,“ to use the vernacu]ar of the day. Christie, in his study of
'Presbyterian views of public affairs and social problems, typ1ca11y
'represented the truth of the observation by readily adopting the f
soc1a1 gospel as meaning the ameTiorat1on of soc1a1 problems 39

The mOvement away from intense]y individualistic evangelical

religion Ted the church _more towards the study of social behavior,

-f which the social gospe] undoubted]y encouraged Darwinism had a

profound 1nf1uence on the actions and theoiogy of the. socra] gospel

. The most influentia1 feature of this was 1ts emphasis on/the 1mpor-

, tance of the environment and Iogica11y, ultimately 0 Zthe environ-‘"'
1ment as a factor in the formation of character, or ‘ocial behavior

‘°Adherents to this movement beiieved that man was influenced npt

j;sole]y by will but by environment as weli, an environment Thcreasingly |
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-_shaped by the new demands of. industrialization and urbanization of

40

'iCanada.A The social gospel emphasized the importance. and perhaps,

'3.,mthe necessity, of cooperation and collective action which was sharp- :

. a twent1eth-century phenomenon

o of the Christian church The soc1al gospel movement then, was a L

"ened further by the reality of cut throat competition ev1dent 1n e
certa1n sectors of secular life. In other words, Chr1st1an eth1cs :T
and natural law were comfortably compatible A ,.' o

| Thls pass1on for the soc1al gospel tended to lead many - of
1ts new apostles to adopt a soc1ological framework encouraged oy
the maturity of soc1ology as’ a d1scipl1ne and its appl1cat1on w1th1n
' the curr1culum of protestant theological colleges.e A survey of .
T".curr1culum offer1ngs 1n protestant colleges of hlgher learn1ng
- bears this out. By the time the social gospel was reach1ng its
- zenith ‘1914 - 1920 most church colleges were rece1v1ng a steady
diet .of soc1ology, and while 1n Amer1can colleges this may have |
vhad 1ts beg1nnings in the n1neteenth century, in Canada 1t was more
4?' With the grow1ng competency of
: Canad1an cler1cs in- th1s field of study, soc1al gospellers carr1ed
-a soc1al message from sea to sea 43.

~ The popular meaning of the soc1al gospel was thought toigz

‘ readily understandable. and referred to the social aims and progress;n

‘v'soc1al movement in which the influence of modern thinking and modern,1
analytical methods, represented by social Darwinism and soc\ologicalf} B

| enquiry, raised the general level of social consciousness to compete"ﬁ, .
-

w1th the rampant individuallsm within the protestaff,tradition. The‘o-y,

' }organic components of' evangelism and nationalifﬁffostened;a'realism;.“;‘

,.-)._. .
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B remedy for socia] 111s.‘.

Walter Rauschenbusch,

\'\‘.

about the social gospei which produced a more practica1 character of

44 The social gospel was a gospel of reac-

~ tion to a plethora of soc1a1 wrongs. In that regard the church

eniisted the support of estabiished agencies, adJusted church policy o
to suit contemporary conditions and as we11 created new’ agenc1es ‘as

_far as practicable ) o

The;Quest‘for:Sociai'Regenerationj
' 'The?term "social regeneration" wasdoften used in"the yerna; "
cu]ar of the period to connote the 1mproved soc1a1 status of the

cu]ture but 1mp1ic1t in its meaning was the notion that 1t shou]d

| aiways be accomp]ished not by some mechanica1 means, but by an.

improved mora] out]ook Time and time again the protestant churchq._

stressed that the fundamental tenet of the church‘was religion not

' social work The v1sion and aspiration was- of the kingdom" of God

on- earth and th1S was the popular cry of ‘the day. This 1dea was

first articuiated to a w1de readership by an American theo]ogian,‘

45 and was readily 1ncorporated as part of the

‘ under]ying theo]ogy of the socia1 gospel

But 1t was by no means a n@r .or. exc1usive1y American 1dea

u

For the Methodist Department of Temperance. Prohibition and Mora1
Reform, this too was the ideal of the department .

The obJective idea1 of ‘the. Department of Temperance and .
. Moral Reform is :the. Kingdom of God .realized here and now, . . .
‘The Department aims at certain. moral reforms. ‘not as ultimate ;
. ends; but as: incidents a1ong the way-and as contributory to this .
'great.whole.45 .
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Aithough the sociai gospe]»is not’regarded-by’historiansrprimariiy
as. a theoiogica] movement theoiogical arguments ‘cannot be ignored
entireiy 1in any discuSSion of social programs based on a soc1a1
theoiogy.47 The many,church,sociai organizations were organizedyfor ‘
ecciesiasticai purposes and arguments for their creation and sustenr )
ance were'drawn often‘from bibTical referente;-VMost'churCh aSSOcia-
'tions, in’ addition to any soc1a1 ambitions were expected to contri- |
bute inteliectual]y towards ‘the better understanding of church
theoiogy through regular scriptura] exercisesvof one sort or another‘,
, In: the quest for the Kingdom of God, -for socia] regeneration,
_the church directed its attention towards the ‘many church organiza-
" tions which were a significant point of contact between church~and
: gsocietyvas a whoTe Church reiated organizations “such as Sunday
.schools missionary soc1eties young people s soc1et1es, social wel-
| fare -councils, temperance socxeties, and student vo]unteer organ-
ﬂizations, reached out broad1y to the community'and under the in-
fJuence of the social gospe1 were adapted as agents of the gospe]
" in the quest for social regeneration. ; | '
| Traditional church organizations generaliy‘feli 1nto Four ;'7T”
:broad categories missionary, devotional, educational and socia]

Twith devotional and missionary interests dominating The iatter*

"

":jtwo--educational and sociai--became increasing]y important as.

.'the church attempted to compete with social programs offered by

‘sects or secular agencies.48”

In practice, though the reiigious _
a,“content was so ciearly central to meetings that differences between

these divisions,tended tovbecome obscure. The church sought to



encompass representation from'allﬁage 1eveis, so that at the turn of
the century it was commonpiace to find, for example, Sunday school
classes catering not only to pre-schooi.chiidren but post -school |
adoleSCents'and even‘older,'mature aduits Methodists were espe-
‘cially keen to ensure that Bible classes ‘reached all age 1evels

- Bible study was a 11felong duty _

But as the new century approached emphas®s within church
torganizations began to change as a result of the shift of. youth away
from the church. Young peop]e were .seeking more social-ortented

‘act1v1t1es which the’ church had failed to prov1de and as a resu]t
organizations of a m1551onary and devotionai nature declined by
fcomparison as the church attempted to compete w1th the secular worid
With a growing sense of a]arm reform committee ‘members began to
raise this issue of declining youth menbership in the hope that a

| way might be found to reverse the flow; Theyiattempted to capitai_
.ize on the'increasingiemphasis within the church upon social concerns
generaiiy, bringing about an even: greater em ha31s on youth, to the
gradual neglect of adu]t programming. In order to regain lost .
loyalty to the historicai church 311 denominations sought: to
upgrade the de1ivery of adolescent social programming w1th1n the
structure of church- societies Not all started the rebui]ding pro-
'cess with the same advantages Some were caught unprepared. Never-
theless, young peopie‘s societies which traditionai]y hadareceiVed

" only 1im1ted attention as a means of grace. theologically or
socially, became the centre of attention in the evange]ical drive

_to arrest the debilitating trend of weakened adoiescent membership
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Aroundth1s re-emphas1s on youth the church a]so gave greatest expres-
sion for the va]ue of phys1ca1 recreation and sport and 1ts poss1b1e

/

usefu1ness as a social tool.

Church Socjeties =

/
/

By comparison to others, AngJ1cans lagged behind in the
_'prov151on of. organized social assoc1ations, but. attempted to rega1n
lost ground with the format1on of the Anglican Young People's
Association (AYPA) in 1902 43 An adopted resolutionof the Synod
"of Huron '1902 proposed: "That it is des1rable to promote the
vformat1on of Young People s Assoc1at1ons on a common basis for

comﬁon ends "50'

From this resolution the gu1ding prlnciples were
subsequent]y set forth for.this nascent organ1zat1on The tenor of
soc1a1 expectat1on which such soc1et1es were 1dea11y to possess, ’
is shown in its quadr11atera1 principles: worship, work, fellow- .
ship and edification 51. However, 1nterpretat1on of this. code of
eth1cs was left to the d1scret1on of’the individual rector and this
contr1buted to marked d1fferences 1n program quality between par1shes.
Th1s aspect of . polity in the Angl1can church remained unchanged
throughout the period M1dweek programmes were enlarged under 1t
‘but program scope genera11y was left to the individua] rector, as
was too, the 1nterpretation of . which physica] act1v1t1es were’ to be
-appropriately pursued 52

After formatlon of the General Synod in 1894 the basis was
laid for subsequent organ1zationa1 restructur1ng of youth-oriented |

agencies A Sunday School Committee of’the General Synod was formed

P o ‘ . » s K . ) ; e N
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the year the AYPA resoiufion wasnpassed By 1908 a Sunday~Schoo]
Comm1551on was established by the General Synod to guide the AYPA
toward maturity, reflecting further interest in young people among
Angli ans.’ In 1918 a more powerful organizationai structure, called
the General Board of Religious Education {GBRE), was.created by the
Genera] Synod with a mandate. to oversee 11terary, educationai and
soc1a1 activ1ties in all church organizations inc]uding the AYPA, 53
- Church interest in youth was further spec1a1ized in “the Anglican
church with formation of the Counc11 on Young Peop]e s Work, with
‘representation from the GBRE and the Dominion AYPA Under this
Counc11 a more systematic program of. 1nstruction was established for
Ang]icans 1nc1ud1ng suggested weekday prOgrams, promotion of con-
f ferences on Boys and Giris' Work, . and training for leadership.54
The first organizational meeting of the Council on Young.
People's Work in 1919 set out at the start to establish its crediev’
| bi]ity by'offering a firm-policy. First the‘ﬁouncii'skpriority was
to study the neéds of youth, then -to prepare a comprehen51ve program
for the. parish A survey questionnaire was constructed and sent to
1400 parishes in Canada which would provide a statisticai base on
‘which the Council could then act. 55_ However the ‘mania for soc1o-'
logical enquiry was somewhat 1ess than universa] in the Anglican
-‘church 0n1y ten percent of recﬁors chose to rep]y. Nevertheiess,
data gathered from the questionnaire provides a va1uab1e record of
vthe relative numerical strength of individua1 youth organizations
within the church circa 1920 One hundred and forty parishes chose .

to respond, representing eighteen dioceses and ten thousand young -

L =]
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‘ peopie over the age of. eighteen. 0f the 1mportant numericaiiy,'

were the AYPA Bible classes, and Church of England Men's Ctu
Traditionally the Brotherhood of St.»Andreu%had been an important,

though small, elite organiZation, but with formation of the AYPA in

Ld
c‘ d

.1902 membership-in the Brotherhood deciined in favour of the more
' soc1a1 form of association. Extrapoiated over- the entire 1400 :
parishes, the resuits of this first attempt to gather social data
on the act1v1t1es of youth w1th1n the Anglican church indicated that
Angiican youth organizations may have had a membership’ approaching
one hundred thousand. 6bviously such youth organizations.were-fer-
tile ground for the church in~its evangelizing efforts aimed at
dbanadian,youth.”' | ‘ |
. .Traditionaiiy gresbyterians‘had put their hopes for youth

on the Young Peopie's'Society of:Christian Endeavour (YPSCE) which
stressed Bible study, communion in the church, and fund raising for
missionary purpdses 57 In the decades before the turn of the cen-
'tury, Christian Endeavour had enjoyed a modest, steady growth but |
with 1ncrea51ng compet1t1on from the many secular soc1et1es develop-
ing at this time; growth was ha]ted-and in many.caSes membershipvwas
in deciine The grow1ng inab11ity of the Christian Endeavour styie 3
- of organization to attract young Presbyterian boys and:- men contri-
'buted in part to the dilemma- facing the Presbyterran church. Some;

suggested that there was iittie that the church cou]d do.58

By 1898
: the prob]em of declining membership, especialiy maie membership, was
becoming acute according to R. D. Fraser, convener of the Committee

_on Young Peopie S Sbcieties. In the Third Annual Report of the



" -females.

]
o

-Comhitteeité\thexgenefa15Assembfy, Fraser stressed that "unless sbme

city societieé\soiye'mofé“effectuglly the 'young man problem,' they *
[YPSCE] wi]L soon behsim§1y~Young women'susdéieties of,ch(istian
,Endeavor."59 Frqser's concerns were backed with statistical evidence

showing a decline in membership and a shift of sex ratios towards

'
~

' ﬂﬁ\BEriod\gj;ébnéo1idation followed which saw more emphasis
being placed on re]ig;dﬁg'éaueaéigﬂ'}nd ;ocia] programming But not
before one further effort to reaisert ﬁf;ﬁiéﬁary~wonngiFhin the
young peop]é!s society. The Cohmitfee elaborated on the—féiénittj
- envisioned for/missjonafy work.

In the opinion of your Committee this work of organization
should be prosecuted with greater energy. It is very desirable
that Presbyterial Unions should be formed, and that these
unions ‘concentrate their energies upon some definite or specific
work, such as supporting, wholly, or in part, a missionary in
the home or foreign field. This would give cohesion to the
Societies, direction to their aims, and stimulus -to their
latent energies. It would moreover, develop a spirit of.degom-
inational loyalty, and deepen their interest in the great work
of the world's evangelization. It can scarg be expected that

. the young people will do their best work uniesy there is set *
. before them some worthy object toward the advancement of which
" they can bend their energie<.' But suchan object can be found
in a great missionary enterprise.60 - /Jﬂ

e

NitHin the revised formgi»thetg\yas d noticeable shift towafds
national or home missfﬁns, the fé?ﬁrunner of later, more cohgfrtedv
efforts_i&lruralgﬁawurbaq,§gcjolog;”fﬁ’Egﬁgda,‘bui\ghe optiﬁism.;f
the Comm%tteefo{/the revamped fprmaf was not'warfénfed. This in-
~ creased attentioﬁ\gp'miésions fell shoft‘of'fts.hemberShip :bjec-
tives. | EﬁHM\‘ | , -

This was the age of.”socfeties",and Presbyterians were to

.



26

Fe

be no exception'to'the general rule. Presbyterians had created
dozens of minor associations in orde: to carry out the divergent
tasks of the church, but with little regard to overlapping function
To address the problem of declining mémbership, the Comittee on
Young People s Societies decided first to systematize‘the naming. of
those societies-whichﬁheld a common purpose, either missionary,
devotional educatiofal or social. The problem was discussed at the
meeting of the 1902 General Assembly and a modeT constitution was

deSigned to rep]ace theivaried societies which existed at the time.

The Committee chose the name, The Presbyterian Guild but this did

not prove popular The objective of the move was "to save our

young people from loosely-organized societies, where nothing but
a pleasant evening is thoughtof‘\and membership carries w1th it no

-sense of obligation. There can be no successful work except as.

" resPo“S’b‘1‘ty is. laid UP°" “the yOU"g people, and they feel it. bl .

L

y'and Sons.

The plan hoped to streamline such divergent organizations as Chrisﬁian’_'

v Endeavour{ Young People's Societies and Associations, ‘Hospital Bands,

Boys' Brigades, Brotherhoods of St. Andrew and Philip, Young People's
Mutual Improvement SOCletleS, Literary SOCieties, and Kings Daughters
62 The plan was not: successful because this reorganization

did not represent any real realignment in- the thinking of the

'Presbyterian church, and traditional emphasis on service remained

substantiallybunaltered The move did not complement the widening

ginterest of youth for social programming within the church The |

1Ty
P

more popular and acceptable generio term Young People H Society,

in the end prevailed 63



Continued reorganizational efforts brought further changes
in the structure and function of young peop]e S soc1eties which ‘
seemed to be encouraging increased membership. A Spec1a1 Committee
on amalgamation of Committees on Sabbath Schoo1s and Young - Peop]e S
fSoc1eties recommended in 1911 ‘that a united Committee be formed t0'
oversee the work of these two prev1ous1y separate cornmittees.64
Special Committee recognized that more social aspects of 1ife needed
to be a meaningfu1 part of the church's program. The First Annual
Report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young Peop]e S
Soc1et1es con51dered the 1mperat1ve of changing c1rcumstances

Gradually it was seen that these two sides of life, the 1mpres-
sional and the expressional, could not be arbitrarily separated:
without serious loss [of educational opportunity and youth mem-
bership], and on one hand the Sabbath School- began to provide
for activities as well as instructionh, while on the other hand
the Young Peop%g s Society was prov1d1ng for instruction as well
as activities. _ 4
The church's understanding of the place and role of ‘the adolescent
in society was undergoing a metamorphosis. Church societies in
general and Presbyterian-societies in particular were in a state of
transition, a transition which witnessed‘not only a halt in deelin-
ing~membership but a gradual increase in the number of church socie-
ties. This was accomplished notw1thstand1ng a steady dec1ine in the
‘ Christian Endeavour form of organization. Out of 1 973 soc1et1es

reporting to the 1915 General Assemb]y, a mere 337 (a loss of 38

such societies for the year) were Christian Endeavour,’ per se. There

¢
was also a sharp decline in the revenues givenrtouforeign missions.

The focus of the church was being directed towards relfgious educa-
"tion at home through“the provision of;weekdayn actiyities.66

Y

The
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By 1914 reorganizat1ona1 efforts had been rooted sufflciently
that the- Presbyterian Brotherhood Organizat1on whxch adm1tted on]y
- men and boys, could begin to show new signs of 1ife. At. the begin-
ning of the War, 228 Brotherhood organ1zat1ons were operating nation- -
4w1de regulated by the Brotherhood Board of the Presbyter1an Church, 67
They continued to emphasize trad1t1ona] obJect1ves such as B1b]e
study, persona1 evange11sm and missionary work but also 1nc1uded a
Boys' work Department and an Ath]et1cs Department. The Brotherhood
was further examp1e to- the cgurch and to those who had Tost faith
- in the importance of young people's soc1et1es, that a comprehensijve

attack on the prob]em of membershlp in church soc1et1es could bear

LI

fru1tfu] advantage
 The Method1st denom1nat1on deve]oped comparab1e youth asso-

c1at1ons to those in the Presbyterian and Ang11can churches, and

these were c]osely_contro]]ed by the committees of the church.

Methodist societies also:exoerienced similar trends.as had thdse'ind‘
the other denom1natlons and the most vexing was the declining alle-

giance of young people to the church At the turn of the century,

Epworth League‘membership statist1cs for instance were show1ng

_ erratic movement and .sex rat1os were a1ter1ng in favour of. females;;"

‘ The church however, due to—its higth centra]ized form of po]ity,

and its: strong evangelica] c0mm1tment - wWas quickly able to make '

concerted efforts to bring the situation 1n hand Committees on

- young peop1e studied the problem th0rough1y and their suggested

' alternative programming met with reasonable success.
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The Epworth League named in honour of the birthpiace of

Charles and John Wesley, the "founders" of Methodism, was an 1nte-

5.lgral part of the denominational organization of the church Origin-
ally developed in _the United. States, the League was. quickly accepted
into Canadian Methodism. '""ThekEpworthitiague" declared.s. D. Clark, >

“a noteworthy scholar.of Canadian cultural history, "was designed'to -
4
: close the gap between the Sunday school and the Church as a means

of checking the heavy loss. of support of young people to more aggres-

L4

Sive evangelistic relig1ous bodies or to secular agenc1es @8 . The

need for such societies was obv1ous Jn the hurlbiurly atmosphere S
‘of Canadian c1ty life “Clark recognized tﬁht the rapid growtﬁ of

the urban community in Canada was hav1ng a deleterious effect on |
‘young people and the church through its failure to develop recrea-
tional 1nst1tutions was 1051ng membership to c0mmerc1alized forms

_of recreation 69

The needs and expectatégns of young pgople. were

being altered by changing cultural c1rcumstances and in particular 'f
that of phySical recreation ‘which Methodism had to take cognizance ;
- of, if it were to. continue "shaping the national/cha;acter of English

speaking Canada."70 _ - _ ;1 \4' S
While the interest of the Methodist church was also in*the
‘direction of missionary work it was deemed of vital importance that
the church should give additional attention to the Job of securing
l'and retaining young men to the church Specific methods which would
accomplish this. onerous: task in light of declining membenship were
-only crudely articulated at the turn of the century. Ihere was a

l‘sense of urgency, however, and many in the church were disposed to

Ta
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use a11 methods at hand “Hhere accommodation can be afforded by
churches for physical, inteiiectuai and moral cuiture,“‘declared

~ the Epworth League report for 1903 "yt can be Judiciousiy used as
a ground of approach to reach young men, in conJunctionﬂwith gospe] s

preaching and faithful teaching through other agencies." Admittedly, -

however, the church was not 1nterestEd only in membership. "The

purpose shouid be, not so much to attract young men as ‘to prov1de o
"under who]esome auspices the assoc1ation for wh1ch they naturaliy

“ GNd properly- long, . and the Tack of which sends them to- pTaces of

bad infiuence."?1

while the inciination of the church was towards
improved missionary aims and goais young peopie s soc1et1es were e
tending away from service abroad,ln«proportion to the grow1ng prob-
lems assoc1ated with Canadian 1ife at home.~ .d

Under the heading of. "Socia1 Regeneration,“ the Eieventh |

Generai Conference noted "that sociai service and evangelism are .

' inseparabiy interwoven with each other Christ came to the worid

not oniy to save individuai men,4Q!! aiso to save the organized -
corporate group life of humanity.'f?2 Increasing]y, this new emphaiis
on sociai service and evangeiism was becoming institutionaiized for
the promotion of chi]d welfare, the estabiishment of community S ‘
centres, and “many other activities for human betterment, the upiift »
of citizenship, the development of right reiations between man and f
his brother and between man and his Haker.? 73 Increasingiy this ;".

aiso meant the promotion of Brotherhood evangeiical organi:ations

: as recommended by the Committee on Evangelism and Social Service to

the Conference, which resuited in the production of a ”syilabus of



/0
-

: ‘work courses of study, and in a larger measure to supervise, promote :

74

4and foster the Brotherhood movement " Reminiscent of the mode1

‘iconstitution of the Presbyterian Guiid Methodist young people s

'societies moved to. save young peopie from 1oose1y organized soc1e-. 5/

' ties and to strengthen the sense of ob]igation ‘ ?a%/'

This desire to- better articuiate the needs and respon51b11i-_a~-f'

L ties assoc1ated with a greater concern for youth resu]ted in changes
| #n the form.as we11 as the function of church soc1eties.‘ Even before

worﬂd War I this process of channeiiing the exuberance of. youth ,'
/

and Morai eform recommended in 1ts Twelfth Annua] Report, 1914

‘that a11 Brotherhoods within the church shouid give “every p0551b1e
:':emphasis in every possibie way to the Dec]aration of Princ1p1es upon

Soc1a1 Questions adOpted by the. General Conference “75

'rediscovery itseif of the Brotherhood movement was a 51gn1ficant

ﬁ‘?part of this process. Just as the Methodist Committee on Evangelism _f‘

and Soc1a1 Service had claimed that women s societies were'"to a ,5

. .remarkable degree reaching and teaching the woman life of our churches

:_ and communities,“ sotoo the ambition was that men s organizations
_ might reach a similar piateau, thereby helping to save the organized

76 As witnessed in other denominationai

corporate life of society
o societies there was a gradual movement away from strict ecclesias-x'

: tical types of youth associations within the Methodist church and

;with it the hegemony of the nineteenth-century Epworth League gave ’fff- -

) way in the twentieth century to the ubiquitous young peop1e s society.

e recognition of this process by recommendation of the Eighth General

more toward soc1a1 ends was underway. .The Department of Temperance ;'.*-'

In fact, the j

W
D1



'-f_and Young Peopie s Soc1et1es

Conference in 1910 the Generai Board of Sunday-Schoois and Epworth .
:iLeagues, which had presided over the 1eagues since their inception, .

_ was changed in name to the General Conference Board of Sunday Schobis'f

77 The importance of the Board was thatr} B

it had the authority to reguiate ‘the constitution of Epworth and
’\

Qyoung peopie s societies and to deal with social 1ssues of the day

3; Ss\they affected Methodist youth

By 1910 the Committee on Sunday Schoois and Young Peopieis ; -

Soc1eties had evoived a compiex format to keep pace with the increas-,t

- ing compiexity of Canadian iife The Sunday Schoo] DiViSion was

B training, and supervision.: The Committee a]so had the formidab]e

a'responsablewfor Sunday schOo]s and prov1ded 11terature, teacher o

*task of general oversight of ali young peop]e s societies of the

church W1th aims 51mi1ar-to those 1n the constitutions of Epworth -‘:'7".3

- ieagues and Young Peopie s soc1eties. Its executive inc]uded most

a “of the usuai officers or equivaient including Genera1 Secretary,--

Field Secretaries Treasurer and the incumbent editor of- Sunday
schoo] pubiications The constitution aiso provided for a number

of departments within each organization inc]uding the Department

of Spirituai work Missionary Department Literary and Socia1
“:'Depaﬁtment, and Citizenship Department.(iater changed to the |
?Department of Socia1 Service) 78 A review of\the requirements as ;[\

laid down hy the Committee for the iatter tuo departments shows the
ideepening concern for social questions--questions which were regu- .;/:fiu_ 4
lariy discussed and debated formaliy in church societies and read fi;i;;'}i

”‘in the periodica] literature of the denomination a‘;;-"‘*

..
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The prime function of the Literary and Sociai Department was -

4

e {1ectures debates, essays, 1iterary programs etc.. and to promote

s

~ythe soc1a1 interest of the association by ensuring the welcoming
'.{‘of strangers to the meetings, anﬂ,hy prov1ding, where possible?
'ffparTours, reading rooms and "kindred faCilities for sociai enJoy-
*ment conducive to the proper development of Christian character w79 s
.The Citizenship Department was constituted tovprov1de leadership :

-,_under five headings patriotism, mun1c1pa1 politics, temperance

~and prohibition mora] reform and ath]etics.‘ In particular concern-

‘ »ing ath]etics, the Citizenship Department sought "to have genera1

flcharge of out-door sports, gymnasium exercises, etc., when it is ‘”7

v -

”Ldeemed de51rab1e to conduct them."a.0 Young peop]e showed keen
‘interest in: such departments thereby underscoring the potentia]
.:that the Committee/saw for//be—furtherance of’épe Kingdom of God

5:_on earth and the potentiai such departments’ possessed in definingf
'1;oc1a1 regeneration Severa1 other organizations were affi1iated,_y

- with the’

*4nnittee on Sunday Schoo]s and Young People s Societies' i

‘,which f ther broadened the scOpe of its infiuence. Boy Scouts,v

7;ABoys 8 igades and “simi]ar organizations fbr the cuitivation of‘true

d~;“ma"1fﬂei7 in boys" came under the scrutiny of the Genera1 Board as

vweli 81 . The- constitution provided furthermore for District Secﬁetaries

'wof the Committee on Temperance and Mora1 Reform. another committee

1

"3 which haded'significant part in the social role of*the church be }-5
fﬂj’ex officio members of District executives of Young Peopie s . ‘L»f:» -

| /



“-;;porate social fabric of humanity, it was logical that denom nationsfl

- Ecumehicallcooperation ;1'”7"~;7] ‘ f_.V

If the social obJective of the church was to save t'e co

tending towards unity of government should as a preliminary step

B ‘cooperate more closely for the common resolution cf soc1allproblems,

e

'The obse551ve concern with youth which characte@ized the period of- ﬂ‘

_the social gospel was part of a broader church program to: find
f.greater soc1al relevance;- For the resolution of. common 1ssues such'
~as temperance Sabbath observance, labour ills, prostitution educa-:
B tion recreation, etc s cooperative action became imperative. 'One f'

l

‘iresult saw the establishment of" a number of ecumenical boards and

committees, some of which rose to national prominence, in particularif.'

| “13‘the Soc1al Service Counc1l of Canada and a renewed 1nterest in

;*established ones which might offer additional support such as the

- Lord 's Day Alliance of Canada Such organizations 1nvestigated all

»‘aspects of social organization though not always with the same pur-

; poses in mind On the issue of physical recreation and the provi- -

.'151on of kindergartens and playgrounds for children a consensus might_7”"

4vbe reached on the issue of the value of sport and organized activi-fgf_'n
i ties there was . often open disagreement | SN

| | These two*ecumenical organizations the Social Service :
'Council and the Lord s Day Alliance, are an interesting study in |
l7contrast. The Social Service Council of Canada examined social
issues including physical recreation,using a sociological method of :

'°v_yinquiry. and at 1tsbestrepresented the liberal theology of

vy
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denominationaiism. The Lord s Day. Aiiiance, w1th its striCter 1nter-
'pretation of the use of physical recreation on the Sabbath repre- -

"'f sented a more staid traditional view of sociai prOgress '”The ‘

“. Aiiiance was particuiariy popuiar among Presbyterians who forged
:‘.the Ailiance from the Presbyterian Generai Assembiy Conference of
_'1888 which was also attended by deiegates from both the Methodist |
Conference and the Anglican Synod of Toronto.. On March 21, 1889 |
'1ts Canadian constitution was. formaiiy adopted. 83 Its first fie]d
' !secretary, the sta]wart Sabbatarian crusader, Rev J G Shearer,v
_became its most 1mportant spokesman, proselytizing the Ai]iance
~point of view regu]arly through its officiai organ, the Lord S Daz
xiAdvocate __,_‘: lvff“ 'h{"#.i; - | |
| | Rev Shearer was a dynamic persona]ity and iargeiy through
“his personal efforts ‘a federation of re]igious denominationai

4

departments was achieved which eventuaiiy became the Soc1a1 Service

Counc11 of Canada._ In 1907 the Moral and Sociai Reform Council of

'Canada was estabiished to channei protestant 1nterest 1n monitoring

'j ;the sociai progress of ‘the nation and to further suggest correctivei,

.Taction where appiicabie, which most often came in the guise of

'E“iegisiative action. Aii denominations contributed staff to the

o forganization though this national body did not supersede the denom-,

;.inational departments of morai reform but provided oniy a comp]e-l

,mentary forum-for protestant sociai thinking Individuai depart-

a

ments remained to continue the specialized efforts in sociai program-

ming each had buiit up, to continue to represent denominationai

. ‘:opinion and to exert a fbrmative infiuence on their respective

PR
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'Churches Soon - after the federation was achieved it became known

' as the Soc1al Service Counc1l of - Canada

If the role of the Alliance was. largely legisla
proscriptiveg that of the Counc1l was more legislative and pre-

‘scriptive. But as 1mportant as the Counc1l was,.it could in no way

-

- replace’ the individual departments of ‘moral reform. In fact in

t

‘later years the Council was to prove too cumbersome for the denom-

inations. Ind1v1dual departments concerned with moral and soc1al N :

reform were at once: legislative, proscriptive and prescr ptive but

,more importantly, they provided leadership 1n the discussion of -

8

"soc1al problems including that of the use of leisure, phy51cal rec-

' _reationand sport-eissues.involved in social regeneration,

an

DenOminational,Departments“ofﬂMoral'Reform

The evangelical Methodists were the first to formally create
a separate Department to. deal wlth soc1al 1ssues Originating from
a former: Cqmmittee on Soc1ological Questions, in- 1902 the Department
of Temperance Prohibition and Moral Reform was created As the

EY

ACommittee came to 1nvestigate the ‘social reality it was. to-some

n_extent overwhelmed by the complexity it found but the methods of"'

-soc1al regeneration were as important as the results. Despite more
.?frequent calls for action by social gospeTlers and reformers, the
| "church struggled not to compromise its ideals.' In its Twelfth .
”_Ahnual Report 1914 the Department of Temperance and Moral Reform, :
. -on the eve of being’renamed the Department of Evangelism and Social

Service to better denote its changing social role, wrestled with :
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g this important issue. : ' o | . : : ~
The Church distrusts all schemes of socia1 reconstruction
that have not the spirit of Jesus at thejr heart. In the pro-.
found conviction, and in the novelty of the situation which a
gppid and unprecedented industrial and commercial evolution has %
placed her today, as well as in the abounding. spirit’ of" worldii-v '
ness, lies the expianation o//the Church's present he51tation
and perpiexity.84 . v
From this perpTexity the Methodist church via. such agencies as the
artment of Evangeiismand Soc1a1 Services deveioped a penehant
for enquiry which Ied to greater soc1a1 understanding 1ncluding that
ofthe role of physicai recreation as a potentiai means of - soc1a1
regeneration. : |
The Presbyterian church foiiowed suit in 1907 w1th the esta-
: blishment of a Board of Sociai Service under the Board of Home - |

‘MTSSfonS.BS

The social outiook of the Board was soon determined
The fo]lowing resoiution, passed at the meeting of the Board in.

September 1910 gave a clear indication of what 1ts future interest '

= might be.

‘Inasmuch as the obaect of" Christianity is to redeem human 1ife
- in its entirety and in view of conditions existing in society
cat the present day, the Board feels that ‘active measures ‘should
be taken to emphasize the Mission of the Church to the general
social andirecreative life of the people.86
I) o
The various subgommittees of the Board ‘set out organizing the many

~~~~~

'new soctal programs of the church, The Committee on PoTitical Purity

' .4 sought support for the Lord's Day Ailiance and cooperation with the |

YMCA; the Literature cOmmittee sought wider distribution of: vaiued
' books on sociai themes such as by Rauchenbusch and Addams the
Committee on Hodern MoraT Probiems set out to promote supervised

. ~\.
\
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playgrounds to other counciis; andvthe»Committee on Recreation and

©

Amusement set out to prepare a positive church poiicy on the 1ssues

of recreation and amusement 87

Boards such as these were to piay

a pivotai role in the 1dentif1cation of soc1a1 1ssues, in the esta-
blishment of socia] poiicy of the church towards young peopie s

‘ soc1eties and ultimately 1n defining the goa]s for soc1a1 regener-
ation 1tse1f -

Anglicans established a comparable organizational structure

’

during the Fifth Session of the General Synod in 1908 w1th the cre-'.i_ -

ation of a standing committee on Moral and Soc1aT‘Reform presumabiy

\l‘

to represent the Church of Eng]and on the Moral and Soc1ai Reform '
Council of Canada. Mi]iman an Anglican archivist and historian,
concluded that the latenessof the movement into this area was

because "Anglicans were sTow to deyelop a relevant socia] ethic and
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a sensitive'social consciousness, but further positive steps were ‘

taken 1n 1915 with the deveiopment of a permanent council to-super-

sede the Committee the Council for Social SerVice, Its duty. was . A
dn part ] e " ~ _ ' | S
| fto study social probiems with a view to the soiutidn of them
- in harmony with the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ; to adopt
‘such measures as may-seem advisable to promote . . . the con-
sepvation of morals, health and 1ife; and general]y to promote
;On of a Christian public opinion upon socia]

The Councii t rough-its”Builetin perioditaily addresZEHVa number of

topical subjects during the interval 1919-1925 1nc1uding “Eugenics"
'v(sciencefdeai.ng with race qua]ities), "The Institutional Church "
"The Socia1<s ructure.? “qu Scouts and Other Organizations," and

“The Church a,d Recreation," al] of. which provided valuable Ang]ican | .'3 '~,
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" of ré;reation; thbugh they'felt at the same time that something more

~ The tenor of the times produced an inCréasing demand. for the latter

opinion on current social themes. -
/ . N

Although AngTicansnwerg slow to take up the bfnner of the

social gospel and.wére‘sToy to provide for youth, nevérthéless

Adurinb this pe;jod the question of the proyisibn byzihé,church of

recreation programming became a major point of focus. The church -

threw its fu}]-support'behind the Boy Scout movément,iand many §“

T

within the church frpwnedvupoh opgqingfthe.church to other forms

was needed. -As fér as thé AYPA was concerned, theftgﬁor set for -

ybuth gatherings ideally placed re1igibn and constructive soéial,'

[N . \

intercourse at its centre. "Social evenings shou]d‘be‘dgviseq to

P . S . v
exemplify the principle of 'fel]qwship,'“ stated the 1922 report

4

-39

of thélAYPA, ". .. . a social eyehing should. give oppbriunity“fdr -

becomingvbetter-aéqdainted;'fb(‘introducing strangers, “for cultiva-

tion of the art of conversation, and for games and gmusements."go. v

at the ekpense of moré'genteellfdﬁms of social relationships.

Qgg11neibf:thé Sociallsospei.

o

A few years ago, at the close of the war, many were saying
- that in the future the Church would pay less att®ntion to doc-

trine and more to. practical 1iving and to the activities of

social reconstruction. There are many signs that ‘these prophets

were wrong. The very insistence of.the practical problems have.

(sic) led men back to endeavor to..get a deeper understanding of
the Christian faith., For many the practical activities of the

Church are taking a secondairy place; men are turning away from

plans and programmes and are seekingg}b'understand the meaning

-~ of their own ideals and aspirations.’!

e ae A L e

(L
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The editors of the Canadian Journal of Religious Thought in

the initial publicationof'their new periodical in 1924, reCOgniZed

that-a fundamental ‘shift in mood was taking place in Canadian pro-

_ testantism. The social pa551on which fed the search for social .

relevance in the previous decades was yoming under attack. For one

.thing; the church had aljgned itself precariously ‘between Tabour

‘and management and a series of national and provincial strikes

~ after 1919 prec1pitated a strong feeling of insecurity for. soc1al

gospellers which naturally caused a reassessment of . their soc1al

’ h objectives 92 For another, the tremendous pace at which social pro-

grams - had been undertaken especially during the years 1914 - 1920 |

put a great burden on the church financially and spiritually. In

the words of.ﬁrant “the social gospel was not crushed by blows from

nwithout but collapsed under its own weight w93 | -
The collapse was serious indeedSaand came in a relatively

short span of time. In the space of five years, from 1920 to 1925

.kxhe once vital social passion entered a lifeless repose, one charac-

h terized by “weariness, reaction. and recon51deration.ﬂ?4g The decline

of the social gospel led to an increasing social pacificism and re-

' consideration of the pﬂace of social objectives within the church

- and its young people’s associations.sé . ,_;V < |

ﬂ The most obvious target with the shift away from social

| analysis by the church, was the Social Service Council of Canada.

S During the period of the social gospel it had developed a nation-

;udde organization which fbstered a program,of research and publicity

”:;Elegislative refbrm‘: 'Tbe Social Service
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Council believes that Rightedusness,céh be realized in the complex
conditions of modern 1ife on1y'through the app11catieﬁ to all human
-affairs. of the principles of the Kingdom of_God."v Its hopes were

equa11y ambitious. The Council called also for the protection of -

[

th11dhood for the protect1on of women .in industrial 11fe for

/

who]esome recreation for a]], and for 1nternationa1 peace.9§

:But
by 1925, and facing ‘decreasing support from the denominations which

saw in it an: unnecessary duplication of social service effort, its

" future was much less certain'than it had been a shortzﬁecage‘eahlier.

But stitt-more fundamenta]ly, as Allen pointed out,

The soq1a1 service mystique had worn thin in the church depart- .

ments. After the heady talk of radical changes and complete

socia] reconstructions [as apparent in the creed of the Social
. Service Council], it was impossible to return with the old 97
~enthusiasm . to the now traditional’social service programmes.”

The Carfadian Brotherhood Federat1on suffered a sim11ar
~fate. In 191 brotherhoods of a]] denom1nat10ns were united into

- the Brother'opd Federation of Canada thh high evange11ca1 hopes
':fdr their bi]ity to‘feconstruct eoeiety.m.Of the Brothehhood move;
| ment in 14, the’Methodist Depaftment of Socia1 Service and

Evange] sm concluded-,.
/ In recent years. various efforts have been made to organize
- the men of the church for the development of their latent -
: wers. . ., There is a greatly .increased spiritual fervor.
. as well as.a development .of a robust physical, social,
. ethical and spiritual man1iness in many of the polyglot peopleS'
"i_+ « Whepever &ey have come under. the influence of this move-

/' ments The resgiilf4s a more enlightened Citizenship, and there- -
with more intelTigent efforts-to correct the social wrongs and
‘misdoings too prevalent everywhere.93 R v




.By 1921 Brotherhood evangelism was even more convincing]y articulated
Methodist annual conferences gave unquaiified commendation to the :
Brotherhood movement to: a) enlist the men- of the community in the .
service of Jesus Christ b) bring the gospel message to the homes, .
.c) enthrone Christaip the community life, inc]uding soc1a1, indus-
trial, commercia] and political activities, as weli as in the conduct
of its institutions and the deve]opment of its streets, parks and
buiidings and d) to - inaugurate a ministering to the poor, s1ck and

1. 99

sinfu - 'A year 1ater, however the Department recommended the

fbrmation of a federation of Brotherhoods, not in a nationai hody,

/

but “forming a Dominion-wide organization for the men of Methodism w100 %ﬁ
A further split was»opening in the evangelicai facade of Canadian ' dw‘“
| protestantism.‘- ' | o q
| L If the coiiapse of the Soc1a1 Service COunc11 and the

Canadian Brotherhood Federation represented the deciine of soc1ai
‘gospel evange]ism, it was not s0 noticeabiy absent within young
vpeop]e s societies. In fact Presbyterians flaunted the fact that
tmembersﬁip in young peopie 5 societdes was steadily increasing 1n

_ the 19205 Statistics-presented during the Fifty-first General
'!‘Assembly; 1925 proudly presented the’ historicai commitment Presbyterian Q'
v';fyouth had made to young people s organizations as shown hy increased T

' imembership betueen 1900 and 1924
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATIONS 1900 AND 1924

. Young Peop]e S organization ' 1900,3_,;1924_
total . - 758 4,180
no. of jr. organizations . 4 - 863
no. of older boys . = o 4 - 1,045

- no. of older girls ‘ S - 1,196 .
no. of young people's adult . 722 . 1,076 101

Total no. in all organizations o 91 471

On the surface. no significant changes were: apparent other than good
success in ra151ng the number of youths interested in this form of
iorganization The vigor of young people s organizations within the

church remalneo one testimonial to the accompiishments of the soc1a1
gospe]r\ Youngﬂoeople;s societies remained a force in the social |

' platform of the church partiai]y because such. organizations were

| helping to so]ve the "young boy problem.ﬁ However, on cioser exam-,

1nation, in the deciining years of the soc1a1 gospel, a good dea1

vi-’

"of reconsideration was underway, particularly about the social nature
and soc1a1 ro 1e of young peop]e s activ1ties an important force

'which had led protestantism towards. soc1al action was in retreat
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THE GYMNASIUM AND SHOHERBATH' .
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE AND PHYSICAL RECREATION

, '.The Youhg-Boy*Prbbiemhi‘~.*i
B ; o R |
The Erocefs Of sea”Chiﬂg for ioz::i relevance by the church

‘had -an important ﬁmpact on. its attitud d outiook towards youth

"The ]iberal theology of the sociai gospe1 caiied for a greater

;a~'recognition of mind and body as weil as spirit As a resuit tradi-. o

st

tional V1ews of the piace of recreationai and ieisure activities in

a .

‘f‘; the soc1a1 matrix were brought 1nto question whiie.the search for

the answers to the probTems of youth was at its zenith These T <. .

' .‘yproblems most - often centered around understanding the essential

:_characteristics of youth and the proper use of discretionary time.'
It s an overstatement to suggest that concern and occa-: v
‘ ,sionaiiy innovation were not a part‘of the church's traditional 3

: invoivement with Mputh For exampie the redoubtabie Angiicans

p]anned the George Street Home fbr Boys in Toronto, which the jq,fV

‘-v;Evgngg]ica] Churchman a predecessor of the Canadian Churchman,

::=wh01ehearted1y supported whiie noting the salient architectural .'f“

‘uv'features of this Home .f9j; :‘;1;::“'{3f ’;P-,~

~7~vThe bath-room is one of the most important,and noveig'h“7“
'[to the institution, -_H_. A ‘- ,

. The gymnasium 1s. another va?uahJe addition to the Home. and
';wi11 no_doubt -be- thorough]y appreci'ted by -the - garrison. e e e

© . Gymnastic apparatus. of- almost ‘aye escription, dumb bei]s,
'?1L:,Indian CIubs‘ horizontaland paraile bars;’ horses, ‘
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E2r

yseats for rowing practise etc., all of diminutive proportions, S

~ .. suited to the siie and strength of their juvenile users, are
,'t;being fitted up. - . _ .

Despite this exceptiona1 gymna51um, however, the church was 1argely '., e‘
f}ignoring the physical needs of youth ‘ “’f¥’ , ]);:{:’; "'f;::)'

; W1th the rise of social evangelism during ‘the period‘1895 g :
1‘1925 a mundane interest in the probiems of boyhood became nadequateV '

‘ to meet the emerging*hew socia1 out]ook of the church : Ha'ney noted -

‘ "the changing attitude of the church towards chi1dren their educa-_rf'r

"f'tion and disc1pline in this pqgﬁod and remarked that controi had

fbeen the watchword 1n their training.2 However, the gymnasium and ‘7;”:,: o
Q?showerbath aione representing traditional church interest in physi-,;tj=.
l;ﬁcal recreation in the period before the social gospei were not .
'.sufficient to meet the chailenge of changing circumstances and a

~5;fgenerai concern fOr youth wouid be transformed into the "young boy l? , i

Probiem." - T g "_ 'i' L 'wi. -

| ", The essentia1 difference between this new perspective and

'traditional interest in adoiescent deveiopment was much more signifi-..“j;;.ﬁ
;%~cant than a matter of degree. In the new but still predominantly
'”fﬁpaternalistic sociai miiieu of the twentieth century, church agen--;;'

,tﬁcies, associations and individuals alike, studied the boy with S"Ch‘;e_,.-h}

'diligence that he was transformed into the "young boy probiem,”:iﬂﬂihf;;jﬁf:ﬁ
qiterm which was popular during the period Hany iiberais and conserv?iifdfk7f
Jf?atives too came to beiieve-that this was the greatest probﬂem with ‘ffftfffa
,which the church had to deal ‘

;g,considerabiy. .1i
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. .

to exist at a11 4 and to the neg]ect of adult sociai.programming.§ ; R
'fHowever, it wou]d take a. fu11 vigorous effort on the part of those

v‘ffinterested in athietics, for example to overcome the gymnasium andajgf."y
'-showerbath mentaIIty preva]ent in- tradittopa] protestantism, SUCh ai,h.jhh

” :mentality preferred low organized physical activities and games andlffkﬂu

o a c1ean cut appearance to more serious ana]ytica] attempts to studyh,fj‘*’

'm;and prov1de for the physica] and soc1a1 needs of young peopﬂe

y'Gymnastics and muscular exercise fresh a1r and frequent use of the

o fbath would not answer a11 the needs of the,modern boy., The s1mp11c1tyiy“<

-.of 1mp1ementat1on of this v1ew had encouraged 1ts use as seen 1n an ;jf”;,

, =0ttawa sermon to young men in 1917 entit]ed '"Drift1ng A Sermon
_'to Young Men“ A A : S ‘T,‘_
: o
Don't. Drift into Habits of Impur1ty--In a]] of Us- are appe-
T tites and desires which are innocent enough when' kept in’ their
. place. . Beware of spectacles and" pictures, Qf_hOOkS and . :
: ~r=amusements, that ‘excite the lower ‘passions. ... . 'Abstinence from j
. strong ‘drink, and the éxcessive use of animat’ food, plenty of
gymnastics and muscular, exercise, fresh air and frequent use of
o * the bath, early rising and sufficient hard work will answer - -
.. most of. the questions which perplex a young man. .And- better - '
. than all-of- these is the purity. and power of Jesus.5 e

Protestants anxious to learn about proper ado]escent development

'.”set °"t "°t °"1¥ to upgrade and expand youn X eop1e s societies,.,_ffuif}fﬂ
| g*p

‘[;fbut a1so to seriously study youth,and youthfu1 activities, and tolffﬂfsifH‘

‘:T-funderstanding 1n order to accomp]ish the

"'5hf;generations. uhich youthﬁrepresente

'Z“hen1ist 1nterdenominationa1 and international cooperation and sh

:-Thefrfse of the ,ffjff

fssion

1t"‘obsess1ve concern

: fisocial gospe1 1n Canadian protestantism w1ﬂh

‘};for youth speeded"fgni 1cant1“:the real' ation f-these objectives. 1:{Tyf

i?ilt searched for the Kingdom of God on- earth for the benefit of future hifjf
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:;denominatjons in turn set out to grapple with the realities of
:Canadian boyhood ~-,'f o y__;'-u'f- “f. 5 ~o'f,;;v"._'h*i
The Church saw a number of practical concerns which helped
give definition to. the young boy problem.f Two of the most obvious
l-concerns were declining membership of young adolescents in theli }QLTC;’”'S

':'church and the declining ratioof‘males to females in yodhg people s

o organizations.” At the turn of the century with declining attendance

‘7vand an uncertain future for young people s societies there were :

. :some Methodists who would suggest thata strong case be made for

-xu7tShore felt that there were limitations to what the church might A:’

w;vreauf

, _favour.,

fh actJon to resolve the young boy problem. Rev. T E Egerton Shore.
:superintendent of the prestigious Fred Victor Mission Toronto was
: one who used the occasion of an Epworth League Rally to underscore f.”'
ihis views on the issues surrounding the dilemma of this matter._:ﬁﬁ .

At a Conference League Rally held in dﬁr-city a little over a
~ . -month ago, -the church was: packed with 1,800 young people.. But -
- - they: were nearly allk young .women, .- Among ‘that- crowd. there -
*“were not 100 young' men: altogether and/most of -them- were deli-
cate. Tooking 'spécimens -of .the genus homo. Nhere were the young
- men..of vigor and strength?’ Where. ‘were ‘the. young ‘men. of. athletics .
and sport?., .. .. Wherever they were, they were not in the. church
‘1. .and they never will be until we go after: them. and adapt our
' “methods of work to their: conditions and needs _\_,.

'bly expect to accomplish ”My own opinion is that the Church,: ' :'

‘;cannot hope,:.}fishould she desire, to compete?with the world along
{4°“lines of recreation and soff7f

ll8

v 1‘n=oyment, for the worldly young man';;r
; Hhile there were restrictions and lim.aafi.ﬁ :

'Ufﬁclear that the church'had a useful role to play in this area for

"wthose already in the church ' "But the Church ought to make provi-}1»

j) fsion for the social needs of young men udthin her walls if she is
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"-y”gorng to save them from satisfying their nature‘s reqUirements in f-;";

']fplaces of worldly influence and amid associations of sin.“Qx As this;: |

T point of View gained momentum within the church others reinforced ;f"

B it calling not only for a more systematic approach to the study andla .

10

.aprovision of services, _ but also supporting the use of athlet;cs as;g

. T 1
ca means of achieving such goals._ﬁ

Withthe rising optimism of the
- soc1al gospel, a few concerned clergy and laymen would later come

‘.! to hope that the church might even compete to a limited extent for

fthe worldly young man s favour through the use of athletics.‘e,.hu :V‘;;
‘ Alfred Briggs barrister son of the Methodist Book Stewarﬁ

'aechoed Shore s earlier sentiments at a Toronto COnference a few {.Qq
years later,} He also sustained Shore s observation that the gene51s
of - a steady interest was being generated within the church for such

":’work noting that "The Young Hen s Movement lS upon us ! 1 Briggs ‘ﬁ‘

‘ffi?began'- "A little over four years ago N I had then to deplore

ﬁ[f}the fact that whilst in Every church there could be found a Ladies

"”vf;Aidf;'; there was’ not a church\in the city that could boast a

aMan s Ald " Nithin a. few‘years circumstances were beginning to

ﬁ'l”‘;change- -“Now, through pioneer work in various churches and the "?7i

“ﬂ'fisplendid encouragement of the Methodist Young Men s Association, .:;;fi7r

| i*‘" this Clty. - And aS‘to:the method. which accomplished this trans-f377

T “WLet us understandﬁth tet.us understand that the spiritual;ﬂci E

.7+ s an occasion; . necessarily subservient. tothe athletic or-

oo osoctatior literary. - Let: us,make the - sharp-dist
*‘gﬁution in our minds betwee,: Iract-
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e This invigorated approach to the boy problem would become more IR

"'f generally acceptable as a means of rescu1ng young people for the

"church though many would find it impossible to make such a sharp

-'i‘distinction between the spiritual and social mission of the church

. Nevertheless, still others would undergo a change of spirit in their B

’ personal search.for practical Christianity and resolution of the _

' young boy problem. o . ‘J , ' R ;
‘ ‘ Methodism could no longer ignore the 1nterest in youth N?E;/);//f'
v only lay Methodists such as Briggs but clerics too, held stro,

views about the nece551ty for the church to interuene. Rev w T.

o Brown, Hintonburg, Ontario spoke loudly at an 1nternational Epworth

,"5ﬂconvention 1n 1905 representing the liberal theology of Methodism _

f‘”towards the young boy problem. S

In principle it [the church] is broad enough to 1nclude every
jactivity for the redemption -of man, and we- ought to make it so-
. in practice. .1 believe every young:man ought to belong to the .
~ " Church; but many whose lives are clean, whose hearts are sound,.
.. whose. ideals are high, are not in the.Church,  There -are:many
~activities to-day - pre~eminently Christian and yet outside the
‘Chure¢h, I have all sympathy'with the Y.M.C.A. and many other -
‘clubs and societies doing much to. redeem ‘humanity, but I am
~ iife)dned to ‘think the existence of. these is possible because :
" [the Church has failed to do her duty. R

,‘) I am not able to~solVe this problem of an enlarged Church
: :;life, but I believe -in none.of these societies is it -possible

. to’do the work so well ‘as it could; bé done in the Christian .
. Church, for nowhere else on earth are: foundations laid so widely
.. and so well as in that organization, which more. truly ‘than any

... other represents Christ's kingdom ‘on-earth. When we see:our

- dutyanddo it, we will. lay hold on the 1ife of the young in
a1l its. branches of activity and. give it-a home in the Church .
‘*{.1n a ‘word, we' will relate life to “God. 13 R '

L

.'.

Under the influence of sucha practtcal theology, the denominations

o h,m_"iﬂ' _f ‘.&7;” SR ;] j,f“‘.‘l;“f v 1\\\
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would be encouraged to experimant with a number of- plans and programs'

' |
r

directed at youth

: By 1910 there was a growing sense of urgency, due on one hand‘

to marginal successes in establishing young people S soc1eties as an

o improved function of the church and on the other, to more 1ntimate

‘social analyses including social surveys which demanded greater

v 'f)~ .Ix

v»awareness and concenn for youth and youthful activities : ThlS was

2

the_ieeling of’ Rev. F L. Farewe

Toronto Methodist Young Men 'S Association. ‘Ae kept- abreast of fﬂ.i'
current literature on the young boy, and through the process of | _

. analy21ng adolescence félt the greater sense of urgency He argued
that the period of greatest responSiveness to moral and religious '
ideals occurred in ages twelve through twenty This being the time
of conver51on,_it was 1mportant for the church to act but 1t was
also the time of “savage" and "semi-criminal" tendencies. There-.
fore he concluded '"It is the period of will training and character-
formation when all the &Brces at our command should be utilized -
. to control and direct them along the lines that make for the

largest life. And so the problem of the boy S urgent."lg Farewell

recommended further thah the solution may lie in the education of

' Associate Secretary of the \\\\; '

s

leaders for: work in this d’partment a notion increasjngly prosely- ,

tized by the vncn 15

Methodists uere coming to believe ‘that: what
was most effective might include an ever lengthening list of social
f attivities el e ﬂ"'_"_ ',' e "“ _l
Presbyterians too were led to action by the dilemma of the
young boy problem.3 Betueen Methodists and Presbyterians there may



. have been agreement on the scope of the probiem, but on the sp]ution
‘Presbyterians tooka more conservative stand . Concerned, with the
continued drain of youth particuiariy from Bible class and Christian

service organizations, the Presbyterian Record after summarizing

testimonials from across Canada verifying the p@%ﬁﬂem, elaborated -

- - upon its. own remedy for the situation- Good teaching, good fei]ow-

ship and good works.16

‘ The wise. teacher will

weicome‘~ ht .from any 1egitimate source, using side iights _
from secula d current history, from travel, from literature,
from archaeology. . . . The Bible class of young: men should
have a room to itself and it should be made .cheerful by cur-
tains, fiowers and pictures.17 iy '

Young people s soc1eties were very much an important adJunct of the

—‘ church itseif though the church was conservative in its soc1a1 .

B teachings. Good feilowship, the Record stressed shou]d bring to

- bear upon the: student a wide range of circumstances, 1nc1ud1ng
social gatherings annual dinners, literary evenings Sabbath after-
noon walks, historical pilgrimages, v1sits to museums, factories,

.\f:g>other piaces—of 1nterest "By athietics, toa., - Evenvbasebali
may be a va]uable means to an end. There may be good reiigion in
a class footba11 team, even thoughlit be poor footbaii “18 Good'

“works in the service of the church it was suggested might inciude:’7j;

(flvisiting the sick praying in pubiic in ciass sessions or taking
' teacher Sabbatb sch001 training. uhile such advice might seem
_ appropriate to committed Presbyterians, other denominations viewed

'tit as overiy conservative Its emphasis was ciearly in a tradi-' ?:

~ _tional vein. o
. - \." :.v.' ,.“:.‘ . .. | :
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o "The Soc1al Application of the Gospel" and "Training for Serv1ce"

| “-_Problem,f and. again specifically in relatLpn to "Fundamentals,"

-

As the study of social problems in general became‘m;

©

: spec1alized discussion of the boy problem in- particular becam?/

more widespread Therefore, it is not surprising to find that{the

1913Pre~Assembly Congress of the Presbyterian Church for exampl ,.

‘dealt with the boy problem in a number of contexts The adolesce t

figured prominently in the "Problem of the City," "The Rural

where Rev, C. A. Myers, an Edmohton cleric,stressed that the young

boy problem was: the result of the inaction of, the church to prov1de y

for changing requirements of youth Moreover, concerning t

sence of older boys from Sunday school he argued "Let us how-if”

ever, at once frankly édmit that’ it is not - necessary, nor is it due

primarily to their perversity or- badness, but rather because of our

own failure properly to prov1de for their needs. u19 EVidently there

,vwas a grow1ng apprec1ation of the differential needs of youth in’

Canadian protestantism as the boy problem came to be debated more
Widely in the churches. '

Anglicans entered the fray late and with some reluctance.

But within a short span of years they too developed an awareness‘i

of the social" dimensions of the boy'problem and organized a complex

set of associations to realize any practical ambitions At the

ioutset Anglicans ‘were content to view the problems of youth mainly

within the framework of the church society, rather than the Targer

'social community. Themes for the various Brotherhood conventions

.'-at the turn of the century would indieate, however, that Anglicans



»

fe{t many of the same pressures and were therefore hgaded in the

same general directionas were the more evangelical denominations

o Anglicans also were exper1enc1ng real declines in church attendance

and youth participation in church activities. In 1899 the theme for '
the Bfo erhood convention was entitled "The Spread of Christ s
Kingdom Among Young Men [1n the Brotherhood]"zq and the following

year another popular theme was chosen, "The Basis of National
o’

- Greatness," meaning of course Christian character. In their enthu51-

‘asm, liberal Anglf%ans pushed their arguments forward, emphasizing

for example the attainment of Christian manhood ‘to whicﬁ th

what 1t thought was a

~ Canadian Churchman reacted in

r balance MIf I might venture on one word of unfavourable

4'cr1t1c1sm," it remark‘h "t would be to'say that there was . too

iy

much talk of manliness.” The expression man to man, and the words

©

‘men, ' 'manly,' Emanliness, were reiterated with such wearisome,

w2l

ffréquency. But there were other words of unfavourable criticism

w1thin the Anglican church which were far more severe The less

charitable though an extremely small number, felt compelled to charge

that young people's- socaeties in general were dﬂvisive andfsubversive <

of the church's authority 22 But the release of- decennial census
., .

‘figunes brought another reminder that the position of . youthful

o)

'church membership was precarious, and further discussion was pro- ’
:fvoked as to both the cause and possible cureof'the problem. More
informed Ahglicans were tackling the problem face on, promoting not ‘-;,
only religious welfare. but the social and intellettual life‘of its
ff.youth as weﬂl. particularly during “that trying period/between
. T uf IR o ‘Iji\\\<\

e . .
. B d

[
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-confirmation and marriage."23 | A
The Anglican Sunday School Commission through its official

.

- organ, the g!letin, recognized that a change in emphasis was tak-
~ 1ng place not only in its Sunday'schools but more generally in
_hdenominationa] religious education.

Never before hdve "499 boy" and what 1s called "the Boy
problem” been given so iuch attention by the leaders fn ‘the
. field of Religious Education and by those institutions which
are working §n that fﬂeld This. in itself, is significant
- for two.reasons: :
‘ . a). Because it shows that there has been," on the part’ "of
~ some, atnleast -an auakening to a realization that there is a
*real need.. /o
. b) Because, along with this realization of the problem,u 7
: there has’ come an earnest effort to study it and to seek its ‘
' -j-solution.24 | 4 . .

Obviously, a critical step in the resolution of the problem .came

gwith the recognition within all denomina&ions that the church had "
'more than a. religious mission with the adolescent if it were to . .4
";counteract the recent gains made by the secular world foﬁ the young
'.man s: favour. Liberal Methodist clerics such as Rev. Shore articu-

| .lated their concern that~this uas ‘not happening frequently enough
-within the church Eor gng resolution of the young boy "something »
.{more is uanted"' Shore concluded ':_'-_ & _,,‘ . Zﬂ‘f ‘ ;i;_i N
S and: that is a recognition on’the part’ of the Church of the . : o

-~ . social, intellectual and physical nature of young men, . .-,

It hos 'too long ‘and too. strongly emphasized the religion of

S the sanctuarg to the.exclusion of the religion of‘secular and
G <-f;social life SO s e

\'_'.,;.



,.' of - the social gospel had some dis'inctivp“features despite outﬁide
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-;Outsivde'. Inﬂuences- SR BRI

ey .
e N

~'As the young hoy problem became more widely discussed there '
J_jwas increasing interest by the denominations in famjliarizing them-
selves with the literature oﬁ social relevance generated through
periodicals books, pamphletSaand the like. on ‘both sides of the
'Atlantic._ The social gospel was not a unique Canadian experiment,
but was part of a larger and more "widespread attempt in Europe and

- ;North America to revive and. dergigp Christian social insights and :
,_:‘to appiy them~te~the—emergingefnrms_nf_a_cg~leftive society'"27" pei,;i_ﬂ_;

‘Ahglicans in particular ‘were keen to scruti

‘while Presbyterians and Methodists concentrated toa greater extent
fon American literature for insights into programs being developed
there. ‘_' ,tv‘, o o R

_ While the denominations were attempting to use both American e
and British literature as’ sources of referenqe; they were for the -

'most part applying it to the Canadian circumstanc .. However, it

'-should be emphasized as Grant point_d out‘ that t e Canadian version




Statesmcame the- Epworth League, Christf" Endeavour movement the

Brotherhood of St Andrew and from Britain the YMCA, Boy Scouts and |

the Boys Brigade Though ideas uere regularly borrowed from abroad,_ |

Canadians took advantage of this broader perspective by adapting it
H to suit the Canadian temperament._ Exposure to such influences as

. . literature, conferences and speaking tours by American and British

clerical and secular reformers, and in. particular such quasi-religious }
' \associations as the YHCA and the Boy Scouts, had’ signfiicant 1mpact
' on both the understanding Canadians had of the young boy problem and
the“set~0f~soiutions—adopted—to»resolve it _
This is not to say that all denominations dld not fbster a

. welter of child.and adolescent literature of‘their own, some of

i_@, which was published interdenominationally especially between Methodist ;

Q L and Presbyterian. But by and large these attempted to inculcate | : o
moral teaching through the use of story, parable, and example, and "‘
were not at all concerned w1th systematic analysis of the young boy
This analysis was left to the major adult denominational periodicals.

Presbyterians published a paper tor senior youth (aged 15 18) en- ja -

T"hr titled The Pathfinder, and Hethodists produced'Playmates for junior

-



Teacher s Assistant which included the Commission Bulletin the

~"official organ of the Sunday School Commission of the Church df
_‘England in Canada. Much of this youth-oriented literature was s
| founded after the turn of the century, indicating the growing concern f;,~
"'vthe church felt towards the. young people of its communion East and
awest for example, uas first published in 1902 the Pathfinder, .ﬁ.";*
| designed for Bible class and young people s soc1eties appeared in
191330 and the. Sunday school publication of the Church of England

Our: Empire, was transformed from a British publication by the GBRE

1nto a Canadian periodical in 1916. 31 TheﬁCanadian EpuOrth Era,_,.vffl'f'

'fWhich was founded in 1899 as the officn 'yrgan fv'he Epworth League

- and other young people s societies of the Met ast church was of
'1particular importance to the church as an agent Of the gOspel and
g dall Methodist youth were encouraged to read it It changed 1ts S

- name in 1915o;o Youth and Service, to suit the spirit of the times

In addition to these there were numerous lesser publications of the 'f;}i;fj;
: ?denominational Sunday school committees.??. Taken together they
'_’represent a signifitant avenue of the expression of the church t09/ 7“:"*"'%

-':[‘wards youth during this_period of social innovation




T -

.iiterature of the denominations uhich primariiy addressed the young |
'g,boy problem to its communion readership and it was here that the i
,gfinfluences of international iiterature were most noticeably visibie. =

ihfingic Cards | {:f ) ”:'“‘1J3/.f{L a iisdji?_7_'

S A11 of this Iiterature in one way or another was geared to ”‘3j
’ :church Sunday schoo] was a primary point of contact with the/com- »kﬁ -
imunity at iarge, and with youth in particuiar, Since its estabiish-di
| ‘j“fment as an officia] arm of the church prior to Confederation.3§kaTf:”'

:';7?;W1thin the framework of . the Sunday schoo] and the young peopie s ji'

i societies, which were formed in the post-Confederation period the ff"'
importance of youth oriented church“pubﬂications as a mediator of t
\the young boy problem was enhanced with the adoption of severai _
%. : American schemes to introduce uniform Sunday schooi curricuia, graded
diﬁf'lesson pians and unifbrm t0pic cards.: These were of particuiar .

"}:;appeai to the Methodists and Presbyterians whose Canadian traditions ;f;§;1‘
‘;e’were ciosely ailied with the United States.::In fact, Presbyterians




: ~”‘_m1ssions and church polity.. The plan of study for 1898 endorspd

'.__‘ -:'.“H

.

"r‘Presbyterian sessions were adopting this novel idea of regular

| _month]y or weekiy tOpic cards particuiariy for the study of fdreign

t“”"ﬂiby the Presbyterian Genera1 Assembly was indicative of the eariy

”'}jand the-December topic featured how yOUn

"ﬂtopic schemes offered to young people s societies and Sabbath lfp :'

schoois QThe yéar s topics were programmed in advance and incﬂuded

| :*for exampie,winﬁFebruary, a discussion.’_‘early pioneers in thA Home {:\?Ef

.luﬁfMission fieid the August tOpic deait with the church and Bapt1 m-“;- o

'.eome nay help the on-

"_-gregation 35:

There was some concern that“ ‘ftopics shoqu be ",’fr,fﬁfj'l

m 1_1Peop1e s Societie'"__jborated

“The’ interest of the chi]dren, of sa) between -tF
- fifteen, Should be:drawn: out ‘owards the actualnpractical work .
~_~ of the Churgh: . ... The ‘Endeavour and’ ther . e
."ZSocieties ‘take up: ‘the: practicai.side 0 .Christian 1ife., But: ®
- there-'is a’ period‘before{the chiidre‘ are’ ‘yet: old enough for.' the}:ﬁ€;~ﬁh
. socteties, when, if- some’'means could- be ‘employi ‘ % :
ey interest dng for -examp] he. missionary; work: o
" _-they would. be prepared fo' acti “effort. in: the
L and=by, andy.in’ many ‘cases woul _hehprevented r
: r;of sympathy with the;Church and its work




,encouraged for a'H The'ir use within the YPSCE for exampie m 1899 R




j-._"f;.';with””""he textbooks provided for B'ib'le study. the study ov“"Church

,7.',2':__.doctrine$ and po'litsy, and the study of‘ missi}ons.3,9, At the turn T]_'."_»t\\\-""




B

=f* each proceeded’icong 11nes uhich it felt_best., '

' fffliﬂith the adoption oJ]the use of topfc car;s 1n Canada'first [,
.h'fhau been created The gradual shift towards 'ocial.t,emes_in the .;
.}1chuhch especiallg/ﬂfter the clt:tion of such soc:“1 ag;nciesvas the ) g

‘fh’Departments of HoraI and Soci_ Reform andlt
: i _

'kganadian:Council of .
;E;Sotiaq service began to ‘show. up i th he topics_s”lected }“hfﬁéekly;eﬁ e

.’e\

{.¥d1scus“ionG'ithjﬁ»Sunday schooTs and young pf“pf};s‘societ_es. There fi&vf.x;
'»?was;a Shift ﬂS we1l touards the study of Home'missions w1th-its '

L{VCanadian,ﬁerspective 0‘comp1ement the heaﬁy emphasié the chk{ch had

:*;trqditionally placed ' _,_ign'missionSan The result was*an ihcreased

!*?awﬁreness of social issues withfn se1ected topics ne]ating"to \Tort;ffff‘ -

.:eximple, physical recreation recognizﬁng the heightened‘1ntere§t in ;§h,55 T]




The early years of the new century saw the first few topic

"-.:,‘:_‘subjects dealing with social questions, perhaﬂ influenced hy e
‘:decision in the United States to introduce non-biblical topics in o
't{graded Sunday school courses which were supplied to’ Presbyterian f
'ff-Sunday schools in Canada._ By 1902 traditional subaects were still _h'%;,"
f;?being treated including missions history and polity of the church 1-:;
{ig{but more often the occasional topic on the Sabbath in Canada and -
ﬁ“»the Lord's Day Alliance or on Home Mission uork among fOreigners 42
,h:'Gradually, houever, social problems became more directly addressed
fjfeven in relation to biblical topics such as the "Consecration of
.1tﬂtﬁe Body,“ the Epworth topic for the week of August 4 1907 43
o " By 1912 Methodists and Presbyterians were regularly fﬁd- o
: ,5ing a proper discussion of the place of recreation in relation to L

jireligion, acknowledging the fact that recreation and amusement were o

at last legitimate concerns which might ‘: discussed in an objective ,;, o

.frfand systematic way., The Presbyte'ian Guild t.f‘c for June 1912 was

;5-"Recreation," dealing for the most part with athletics amateur and




contributes to the progress of a true civilization, promotes the |
kingdom of God and hastens its coming in the world ”45 'Tucker
. believed that the church should studymore(ﬂosély the social teach- -
| ing of Jesus in order to place recreation in. its proper relation in
thuman life. For a few—social gospellers at least the gospel mes- ;f;i'
;-sage included a legitimate message concerning physical recreation..
The July Citizenship Topic of the Presbyterian Guild that
'year encouraged considerable discu551on on the theme "Public
Amusements." As Rev. John Wa Stephen author of the article, ex-, ;
e plained the need for amusement was reinforced by the character of
;vthe age. Noting that at present the formative period of Canadian
‘r'nationhood was' one filled withﬁstress and strain, he argued that
_frelaxation and diversion were both fitting and necessary. Turning to
'iparticular forms of amusement he offered a brief overview of the |
4';problems associated with athletics the race course the theatre, {32:
: “ifidanCTng and card playing, all 1ncluded in the pOpular understandingllyé_l;{v
llof the word amusement.4.6 The Presbyterian %oung People s Society X

"~‘fhtop1c for January 1916 examined "Amusement that is North While“ and




- \ ST e

' recreation in modern society, where the gymnasium was a legitimate

48 A common characteristic of alr such

“apart of the churth structure

m‘discussions was the liberal use of quotations showing the presence -
:of American journalism on Canadian understanding of the issues

- Interestingly the vast quantity of American adolescent literature

ii:was helping.io shape Canadian understanding of the young boy problem. .

| o T:e Anglican church dld not adopt this form ofoevangelism E

B with the iame commitment as had the Methodist and Presbyterian

C hurChes ‘|

Anglican concerns about the best use. of discretionary
.h‘time were given voice through nts network of young people s soc1e-.; -
'~ties and ably assisted by its periodical l1terature, but not 1n ‘;4
T-iany syste atic way The church was less conv1nced though not totally '
{'unaware 0 it as a social concern.‘ The program of the Toronto o |

f-':DiocesanzConference for 1896 for example, ‘would 1nd1cate even at

il;{this ear y date some sensitidity for- the issues Includedhon the -
‘:,agenda for. discussion were sueh topics as: l:”
| "52 Amusements and Recreation in. the Christian Life

' “Zrﬁ“";- Their place generally -
5 5 Recreation anH Sunday
;Social Problems o

a) .The Church's message of the Capitalist o
. The: Church and Civic and Secular agencies e

E a); Church Clubs;and Layman's Leagues

.;g;ﬂh) Clergy H0uses in country districts

‘,}:“:"] A The Parish . s R : [ ) . 4.9'\ _. _. . :_“»I
' a)/ Church Soctal‘eatherinés. Their_Use and Abuse u:"'""




: bib}ical'viewpoint,_ In this“instance treatment-offconference.topics.ffu
“totally reflected this persbective.‘_lhe speeches showed unfamiliar-‘ -

ity withfsociological methodsQSUch as social surveys and often”v'
‘ ' 50

'idealized the'purity of youth For example the address on

"Church Social Gatherings“ delivered by a. Mr. Dennistoun, of

»'Peterborough Ontario, would have no catering to amusement but

‘stressed the importance of giVing youngsters work to do.??

One - |
”constructive result of the Conference however, was the sub/equent,ff

:; establishment of‘a "Church Club“ in Toronto but one W aims. com-'-:

'n”patible w1th current Anglican thinking A club whose aims were:

a) to prepare for ‘the work of the Synod b) to encourage esprit ;

d' corps and c) to stress home and foreign missions, Teft meager

room for. thought and discussion -about phySical recreation.s-2 -

'l}Foreign Books and Publications ; .? - *:, "‘i5~?‘ | ,c', ‘fl])
’ Quite conveniently, all denominations found topical treat-lV '

‘ment in foreign literature of social problems of interest to them,;vbiw

3fand often*the topics were treated in more depth than could be foundji, f" ;

| from Canadian sources alone., Presbyterians relied most heavily andﬁhfiu

,Tat times exclusively on American literature For example, in

1.Presbyterian denominational periodicals articles on health and

“f:recreation referred to~American literature almost exclusively for g

.E'ftechnica] information when-such issues were raised in. its pages.§3’"

'f,Anglieans drew most heavily on British sources for sociaf}guidance

" ';Z‘Methodists drew from boti. traditions. but at the same time relied




the other denominations In the form of’ annual questionnaires tW’
denominations gathered information about the state of the church in
_Canada. Methodists were particularly inclined to. use information,‘°
'gathered in this way as a tool for evangelism and to print the best
'_ of it in Methodist,periodical publications. Due to an evangelical
tradition coupled with strong feelings of nationalism Methodists y” ;f
relied more heaVily on their own resources, but they too turned f |
abroad for a better explanation and analySiskof the. young boy ﬁrob-
| lem. hﬂethodists too, culled-from American sources and to a lesser |

' extent from British publications. In the United States Americans
nv-were deeply involved in the issues of the young boy problem and

.'any helpful guidance for solVing Canadian problems was warmly wel-
I vcomed All £anadians understood something of what was happening
lto ‘the soc1al fabric of American cities dictated by the trend to- )
wards urbanism and industrialization Some felt that, in time | tff-"lx
-,'fessentially rural Canada would be experiencing the same need asyﬂ'y'ﬁ ;r<v’f
"American Cities for more\provision for physical recreationv andl _?;?
h {therefore-Canadians could benefit from the American experience,;;}.;
o Methodists took the lead in de;eloping reading lists to;:{:vn'* -
' assist the church in the study of,young people "during a{l the deli--jffij?fﬂ

- ;cate period of adolesCEnce w

For the purpose ofuthis study, the

‘_.hManitoba and Northwe :
ﬂi:by Forbush andVCOe dealing i;? H"




r‘écon_lge'ndat'ilohs_-concg_rh_-i-ngf fh.etyqdng_‘ man and bo probIem S o

| " After.a wide réview of the varied organtzations within the
- Conferences, and also the bést known beyond them in Canada and -
" the United States, the’ strong convictions of eac . Conference are " -
Costhat: o e T .
1. The ;-pe_v"*Sdna_‘].‘i»tiyot the leader is all-important.: o
-2, Forms: and methods. should: be .adapted v-to*'ci‘rcumstances,'(}an‘d )

‘boys and_ young men  should not be organized together. _

- With boys the “gang period” can be successfully ytilized for. -
.. 'their convers{on-and careful training through adolescence. =~
4..The natural and'proper desiie of young men for assiciation’

. and retreation:can-be 'met, and their . erroneous. ideas of the - '
. church and. geil:‘l.g_jplnf:ﬂ/ajn; be corrected by providing ‘for their ' .-

- _ . .physical, intellectual, social and spiritual natares. . .

- §.-:Clean athletics, indoor ‘games, literary and social evenings.

7" and debates, with "‘-t’ime]yf:arj,d ‘efficient Bible teaching, all
iy o o ;o may be made to work;together for the highest Christian.ends. - -
N R 6. The right ‘element and. the spiritual” purpose’ must dominate, .

©nan o o withoa’1iberal mental. attitude towards ‘meéthods in which " . .
o +.spontaneity-and npt: uniformity will be 'the wiser aim.” . . - -
1. 1..- Wherever the need is ‘not already in. some way met, the earnest

2

oo attention of our pastors and churches s directed to the ..

.« necessity of providing by Some method :for the real needs.

»- -0of the boys and young men of our congregations, and the =~ ' '
- 1f we.seek to help =" "~
S%g'"ﬂ- the Holy Spirit will "

- .“large numbers of others who-should be.
* them God will ‘surely show us- how,

_aja o honor our judfcious:hunan agency!

* § Tese principal elenents as:outiined in American Titerature--the

- Importance of leadership, utilization of the "Yang mpulse” as 1t . -

 wascalled, boy-orfented activities, anda prescribed wider usé or .

{on-<became the principal-tenet




























Fron,_this exaple, ¢h

inder sieh conatesons the assocati




ng . en gh to make the o
_ Af. Magistrate Jelfs” ‘has stated that .ol
st element- among the Young.‘men:of the ¢ity congregates R
:\80.-rooms, dfthat in some f{them robberiesrare TR

K anadian;Sur ey“Mo'ement’wil ..ttempt'_ -h"ther‘protestant
...churches. to_survey.urban. and rural areas a 0ss “Canada
‘time s?répe for the:securingo ;infbrmat1?n {upon: wh

314 ¢ )

_:u:7fif;Church can base its*programmé




T Program~of education and training for midweék gatherings of young,“
R : :
P -Jpeople, 1n accordance uﬁth these needs' and 3) 1n the preparation

77",zassessment;of the staté\of the Church But these were impertant
9 S _

. C




?‘fand in Europe. The social surveys pointed out a1so just how impor- é!ti'f;‘ﬁf;
‘jtant the YMCA had become in the delivery of community recreationa1

;services.; while mech credit and approbation by community and churche g

'for the social aAE physica] work of” the organization was apparent | :.
_throughout the surveyed areas not a]l denominations shared equaliy .AA;:" 8

“in thisventhusiasm. 7,

Methodists and Presbyterians were the first to extend a \

i corqaal hand tb the YMCA and ehcourage their members to ensoy the ljkx_fi;;ﬁi:ﬁ
. fbenefits of the physical programs offered under the supervision of e
*ivthe YMCA That these denominations had<ear1y high esteem-for this
h»worid-wide organizationﬁ?s sho@nlby the comparison of the Brotherhood

;jof Andrew and Phiiip, a‘smaii Presbyterian society. uﬁth the virtues

fjfof the YMCA The rhetorical question was asked How does The :

Brotherhood differ “from’ the ichA_? The reply attempted to. emphasize ke

f‘fﬂ;'non-spiritual issues to some extent shouing concern perhaps that

l




-. bro-thephood, ' ‘ | ) w Lo
_ The YMCA was 1tself deep]y 1nvolved in the messagb of the ':a
'social gospel apd 1t was naiural that the more evangelica[ﬁ.enom-f'g Jfat
7 ‘inat1ons shou]d a11y with,1t fbr coﬁﬁon purposes.?@g Presbyterianss“ﬁfllg

| . f'lrst set out to. nbtain poHtical cooperation with thé*rYMCA on

matters of common poJTtica] cgncern. as edbouraged by its Board off

"f'_Mbral and Sociaf Reform;9§

As thg need for grea%gr attention to

"f;*the phystcai welfare of boys in churcﬂfprograms became more eyidént
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Being careful to point out that "social, educationa1 and amusement
inducements must never be permittéd to challenge the subremacy of
the spirituai," the contributor offered a counter solution to the
" young boy problem.
The Athletic Club should be subject to the Executive of the
LeAgue [Epworth]. I am not a sport,.and do not play baseball,
but I have always permitted myself to be enthused. I do not
think, however, that the League meetings are the proper times
to deal- with these matters. The best young man I have secured
~was through his games. Good fishermen try different baits.97
The d%fficu]ty for both church laymen and clerics alike to adjust to
the new social role being entertained as a proper direCtion for the
church is obvious in_the contributor's lack of comfort in dealing with
the topic. The YMCA felt no such encumbrance. .
In rea1ity, however, the church was 'beginning to cooperate
nore frequently and de]iberately with the YMCA in tRe provision of °
‘,physica1_recreation and'social services.‘ The 1912 General Assembly

oikthefPresbyterian church cited one examp]e‘of cToser‘cooperation

in the town .of Amherst, Nova Scot1a The Assembly noted tha
tnained YMCA boy s secretary and a women's social “service expert’
were supported by thethW“ in cooperat1on‘w1th local-churChes and
soh001s, seeking'ado1escent “physical‘andlmenta1 developmeht. Atten-
. tion is given to~truancy,'to deiinouency and indeed to everythﬁng
I%concern1ng the welfare-of bqys and .girls dur1ng the years when it is
most d1ff1cu1t to hold them in connection w1th Church 11fe n36
The YMCA ‘was a]so act1ve in student organ1zat1pns on co]lege

campuses and ‘both Method1sts and Presbyterians saw 1mmeasurab1e

: advantages for the student popu1ation as they believed their

\\\ ,J.;al t ‘ {L. s .ﬁ, "tl b;.'v | , ) .;;



devotional and practical exercises_did much to foster the spirit of

99

true re]igioq; Off the campus, éhese denominations encoufaged the

: organjza;ion’in its efforts, especially the YMCA Week of Prayer held
each ‘fall, which the church duly recognized as "stimulating Christian

experience, prayer and personal service."100

6uring the war,, . the
YMCA launched its greatesg ;émpaign to daté,'entit1ed;tﬁé RED TRIANGLE |
CAMPAIGN and all denominations were agked officially to fall behind |
its ef%orts.' A natural juncturE'was thereby provided for the church’

.. . A '
%o review its anctional relationship to_the YMCA, in all areas of
» IR T _ ‘

._common concern,
The YMCA proposed to.expand its efforts beyond- urban areas
N :
into rural communities where the church had traditionally held prom-

e

inence. 'Methodisthand Presbyterians found this new’p]anning approach

fundamentai]y sound. The Presbyter{an and Westminster in dealing )

© With the is;ue‘of "The Y.M.C.A. and the Church;" summed up the:sajient
featdres of their re]ationship. First hoted.w;s fhe fact that this
organization was sometimes critiqized Because %t reached only a cer-

101 Students” and men following commercial occupgﬁions

tain c1a§s.
; ‘w?re its target population genera11y‘to the neglect of manual workers.
This was revealed in the social surveys.‘ Concerning the Fort William
~ survey for eﬁampje, both the YMCA and the CYMA, the Catholic Young
Meﬁ's Association, were cited as serving only a limited portion-of
thé whole commbnity.. The feport agreed that fhevgeneral tendency of
thése_two organizations was towards the upbuilding of young<Cénadian
- manhood, buf regretted that,"simi]af opportunitggs-qre not availabTé

s : - Ty T 102
for the young new-comers who -stand in such greaf%need of them."

v



Further west in Regina, the observation was again made. The

]

Regina report noted that the YMCA and YWCA offerad many "social

oppbrtunities to the 'better cTass"young men and women. The so- }

" called 'working class young men and wonen have fewer advantages.“103

One remedy was suggested that an AAA (Amateur Ath]et1C‘Assoc1at1on, .
‘ .
perhaps within the church) be formed for men who would not go to

104

the YMCA In London, Ontario, the YMCA had popu]ar1zed "gymnasium

work" and offered to prov1de leaders to coach boys in their own
churches, a few of wh1ch, 1t was noted, had gymnasiums. Again the
pro]}ferat1on of pool rooms waS‘necessar11y ment1oned, accompenied o
by the now commonp]ace view that the YMCA "shows str1k1ngly how

different these amusements may be when under different 1nf1uence‘"105

h1gh11ght1ng once. again the 1mportance of e*fect1ve church

and it was: observed that "most cr1me is comm1tted dur1ng 1éisure
hours,"106
invoivement in th&s-area The e11te nature of the YMCA 1n another
Ontar1o town, St. Cathar1nes, was ev1dent in the 1ament of the in- '
vestigation. comm1ttee concern1ng the 1nadequate fac111t1es of the

YMCA there, and‘ﬁt\a]so under11ned’that }n_fact'the church,hadnrecogf_ f

EN

nized the hegemony of. this organization regarding the ‘Christian pro= -

vision for the physical side of’]ife; The Sooering!reality of the
findings of empirical s was dispelling the:idealiem ofvthe :

sociallgospe1 1n contrast-to Rev. ShOre's searc-'ng questlon a

.decade ear11er, “Ought not every Church have its own YMCA or equiv-

alent?"

It 1s surprising that a c1ty with a popu]ation f-.over r'd_ ’ ‘L
. 17,000 should be attempting to serve’ its. young men With a - o
Y. M C.A. bui1d1ng, which is without a swimming poo], running
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track, boxing or wrestling rooms or lecture hall, and with
very ' limvted room in every other particular. This proves a
-serioui handlcap to ‘the work which the -organization would Tike
to do. :

- Perhaps the- church was undergoing a change of mind? Certa1n1y the

comm1ttee be]1eved the YMCA should ‘be the 1eg1t1mate prov1der of
IS

_phys1ca1 recreatlon and they cou]d cont1nue to do 1t more conven-
jerntly thah could the church. The comm1ttee e1aborated-

In-&ﬂﬂs way the Y. M C.A. would become the recreat1ona1 centre

. for all the boys' clubs connected with the churches, as ha's
been so sucgessful in’ many cities. There is no need of church
gymnasiums, One we]] equipped gymnasium can take care of all
the work,108 " . g -

TThe value of the SOC]a] survey espec1a11y to the Method1st and
Presbyter1an denom1nat1ons was that 1t kept the church abreast of

- what was happen1ng within the commun1ty at 1arge, enab11ng it to
v.take better advantage of fac111t1es and programs, wh1ch were ‘admit-

‘tedly outs1de the church but to. wh1ch the church could g1ve 1ts

commendation. - - . o - " o . ,,f?

v
s

When the YMCA asked forﬁcooperation from the churches

for its p]ahned expansipn ihto'rural areas, the Presbyterian and
Westminster raised the question“of protestant sprort fcr-the
scheme; "N111 the churches enter ungrudg1ngly and who]e-hearted]y |
. into the co- operatlon proposed?" asked the per1od1ca1 of 1ts read-
ersh1p. Be11ev1ng that they should the Journal c1ted advantages
vsupporting this viewpoint
1. To regard not merely the religious interests’of people in
- the' narrower sense, but-to keep in view the development of
the whole persona11ty--physical mental, spiritual--~is.

recognized as betng thoroughly in harmony with the mind
and - example of Jesus Christ. . . .
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2. - The men- who are carry1ng on th]S work under the ausp1ces
of the Y.M.C.A. are, with sgarcely an except1on ‘not only _
Christian men, but fa1thfu1 churchmen. They can be trusted
to be loyal- to the things for which: the Church stands.v. o

3. The Church owxng ma1n1y to her denom1nationa1 d1v1s1ons,
is not, in the meantime at-least, in as -good'a position as
-an outside drgaq12at1on ‘to carry on a work. which to be

- successful must ‘enlist the co-operation of the whole com- ‘-
munity. . ... And so the alternative, as regards these
special act1v1t1es, is not, in most cases, the Y.M, C A ‘or -
“the Church[ 1t is’ the Y. M C.A. or nothing. ‘

T Let/us choose to make it a great 1nstrument for -
deve10p1ng in ‘the Canadian’ nat1on a strong and c]ean and
Christian manhood 109 . , . |

The Presbyter1an Church at 1east the. part in concurrence w1th thev

ed1tor of the Presbyter1an and Néstm1nster wou]d be11eve that the

gospel message and physical recreat1on were not 1ncompat1b1e.’jLn., | E
fact, suchTSuccessful eXamp1es of cooperation ‘would 1ead to much
greater cooperatlon in programm1ng for thJ‘phys1ca1 as wel] as the
sp1r1tua1 needs of the young. But not everyone w1th1n the Presbyter1an ;
-§and'Methodist churches gaye.unqua11f1ed support to-the-YMCA to'move
wholesale ‘into what had’been dominantly the eXClusdve“jurisdictioniof

the rural church

- The Presbyter1an Record found many reasons c1ted b{gdetrac-f
tors of the scheme from w1th1n the church; but severa1 of these wese
weak’arguments. The YMCA was accused of deviat1ng radica11y from ' 1t5u.
original purpose, namely, he1p1ng young mens The rellgwous-work.1n
'the:rural community uas centered in £he rural church and:the YhCA
scheme would subvert the interest, affect1on and support of the young;' ‘

from existlng churches making the rura1 minister s work more diffi--

cult. The young in rural Canada, 1t was’ argued wére the hope of thefhijj

P
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‘ church of ChPISt in. the future and the church depended upfn the,reli—,~

,/'_" '

o _g1ousv11fe of the young~being\§:htered 1n the rura1 church S1nce {“hf.
;the YMCA had not yet developed ac111t1es of its own ‘in these areas,:yff

-~d1ff1cu1ty was anticipated 1n_tryxng_to:schedule.YMCA‘act1v1t1es 1n;gf

. existing”facilities. Furthermore; the ruraT-community had its own'

‘v‘

d1ver51ons and -relaxations as pleasant as those of‘%he“c1ty and d1d
not need the YMCA. The ed1tor only noted the arguments far, and

'against the extensron of YMCA work w1thout g1v1ng any firmer 1dea

t about the ‘extent to which they were held by the church, stat)ng

:only that .these "are some of the reasons » . SO far as they»have e

. - s :; —’ . N - i . v ) /, "._“ ‘- R
appeared. 1 B T Y RN,

&

0ff1c1a11y, however, sanct1on was be1ng given to support

[

_the YMCA At the Forty-S1xth Genera1 Assembly the fol1071ng year,“,

1920 the Comm1ttee on Coord1nat1on unan1mous]y agreed that a

dstand1ng comm1ttee be formed to - ‘ j - &w‘ 5-

~

act in an adv1sory capac1ty in a11 matters affect1hg the .rela-
~tionship-of the Y,M.C. A. to the Churches -and- of the Churches- to -
;xthe Y.M.C.A., and ‘that a -copy of ‘this resolution be sent to
“each. body represented in this conferente for the1r approva1¢and
4 appo1ntment of delegates.ll?, , »
'Represented were Bapt1st Congregat1onalist Angl1can Method1st and
Presbyter1an churches, and the YMCA The 1atter organ1zat1on was ff
demonstrating a formative 1nf1uence on the denom1nations 1n general

' and on the young peop]e $ societ1es of‘the churches 1n part1cu1ar. j_‘“

v:,.The fo1low1ng_year & Jo1nt comm1¢tee on young peoplé‘s work wa ft

[

‘festab1ished with a mandate to exam1ne even more: r1gorous1y t e"",\

;fyoung ﬁoy prob1em.‘ The 1dea had been sol1dify1ng for somg tlme and T

‘tﬁ invo]ved all protestant denominations. Youth and Service exp1a1ned-"?”



: . For some time leaders in work w1th young men and women a11 S
" over ‘North America have been carefully examining. -existing pro- };,).'ﬂ’
igrammes and. types .of organization for young .peopTe. A few " s
months ago a group.of Canad1an 1eaders,‘represent1ng the - Young
© .. People's.Sociéties of the various denominations, such as the
© . ALYLPLAL, the B.Y.P.A.. [Baptfst], the Westminster Guild, the
-QChr1st1an Endeavor, .and the Epworth League, and alsé the Sunday
- School organizat1ons and the:Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., met infor-
- malﬂy to study the question of a.programme for’ young people that
" might be used with necessary mod1ffcat1ons by all se bodies.-
Several meetings were held, and some progress wqgiﬁgge In
January action. was taken to form a permanent join comm1ttee on
young: people S programme and it is hoped that this committee
will make progress 1n its important work as rapidly as poss1b1e

v

113

'_ _There were 1qd1cat1ons, however that the churches were becom1ng

'Jncreas1ngiy goncerned abdut ‘the sp1r1tua1 nature of the young in .

.the post-war soc1a1 m111eu For one th1ng there was no m1stak1ng

gr;-chat[thewgu1d1ng.pr1nc1p1e5'setout by the commlttee_were anyth1ng

.’butjthorough1§'re]jgfous in emphasﬁs; which fundamentally acknow1edged ;f‘ ‘
l‘other aspeCts’ot_theﬂindtVidua1'hut'kept the prime purpose'of the /
churchvtoethe fore.. The main- features of- the env1s1oned program |
' '1nc1uded 1) study--b1b1e mlss1ons, teacher tra1n1ng, commun1ty |
l needs,,etc 3 2) worshrp--church serv1ces young people s meet1ngs,
-pr1vate devot1on 3) serv1ce--act1ve part1c1pat10n 1n church and

]
communitziwork and i ) social 11fe--fe110wsh1p.and special meet1ngs

114
-The underlying assumption was that in prOV1d1ng fu]]y for their require-
'ments, it was expected that young peop]e wou]d part1c1pate in-church
serv1ces meet1ngs for study, and meet1ngs for train1ng and fe]low-

ship. 115

The diff1cu1ty 1n accept1ng the YMCA was that 1t was too -
concerned‘w1th the physica1 to su1t the 1nc11nat1on of the denom1na-
tions who saw their purpose as. spiritua] ' The reasons g1ven by those
| not suppprting the move of the organization 1nto rura1 areas ind1cated

\ ;
\



that the church was qu1te concerned with the sp1rrtua1 wel fare of
_tthese communlties The YMCA had trad1t1ona11y laid considerabTe
‘fstress on its. phys1ca1 department but at th1s t1me @here was 11tt1e

.f} 1nd1cat1on that w1th1n the denominations, this passion for greater

,care of the body was a domhnat1ng 1nf1u%nce over ‘the m1nds of church

: Teaders 1n young people' S work Tn the post-war pTann1ng period,
! ‘the<§ appeared to be an 1ncreased awareness of the need for spiritual
i tgu1d nce furthered by the dec11ne of the soc1a1 gospel,

. The Ang]1can church in Cafada—was also represented on the
Stand1ng Comm1ttee but they had fhjwnwihe\Teast sympathy for the
‘spread of this organlzation and its "YHCA-methods " In fact

- AngT1cans on occasion woqu use th1s closer harmony in sp1r1t
between the denom1nat1ons and the YMCA as a po1nt of attack when
passing jddgment on them.;?t’ AngTicans.were divided on the issue
6% support'and cooperation'with the YMCA The att1tude of many
: AngT1cans towards the YMCA might alsbd be representative of the
fee11ngs of conservat1ves in the more- evange11ca1 denom1nat1ons
untouched by the social gospe1 message towards physical recreat1on

An editorial on the deveTopment of Church Inst1tutes in

England provided the editor of the Canadian Churchman 1n 1903,

opportun1ty to speak on the benef1ts of such organ1zat10ns in Eng]and,

and, in the edjtor s op1n1on, their CanadTan’equivaTent, the emerg1ng

.3

YMCA.

These institutes aim at promoting the reTigious, 1nte11ectua1
socfal and physical welfare of their members. They organize

- classes and lectures,; provide amusement and recreation, and,
by giving access to a gymnasium and baths, provide for the.
physical wel] ~being of" the members ‘They are in large towns of
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great benefit in breaking down a narrow congregationalism, and
in . bringing the churchmen of the town into closer touch and more
- frequent inte(course with each other. They are, in short, to
- churchmen what the Young Men's Christian Association is to the
undenominationalist. ,'. . Excellent as the Y.M.C.A. is in many °
IOf its featuresi, and helpful :as many a young man may find it-in
a.large city, it ‘has this advantage to a ChuPchman, that so far
as it deal]s with doctrine and worship it does so from a dissent-
ing, or undenominational. standpoint, and not from that of an
intelligent and loyal Churchman. To us this is'a radical defect,
and must tend to make young Churchmen in.such an environment less
attached to the doctrine, discipline and worship of their own
household of faith. The Church of-England has marked denomina-
tional features and characteristics, and if her young members are
thrown in close association with those, who, however sincere,
seriously differ from them in religious thought and methods, *
they cannot but be affected by the atmosphere they breathe and
‘the associates they meet with. In a word, the Young Men's
Christian Association is more congenial to the Nonconformist
and the Undenominationalist than it can possibly be to the
pAnglican Churchman, and in the practical working out must be more
helpful in building up Nonconformit{ than in extending the
influence of the Church of England.117  C - ’

. <The author continuedvnbting the existence of a Church of England

- Institute in Halifax, suggesting that this type of organization

should be built up and receive the patronage of Anglicans. The

objettives of another Maritime Institute, at St. John, showed what

might be*e{pected of such institutes if‘théy'were developed further

> in Canada. \Its purpose was to unite churchmen in promoting: 1) the

adVancement of,ré{fgion in accprdancg Qith the princfp]es of thé
Church of England;léj the encourégément qf kindijtihtercourSe among
its members; 3)‘£hé diffu;jpn of general kanTedgg in subordination
to religion; and 4) the provision#of innocent récreatiQn and amuse-
ment._l,18 These ideals weré simflar to ihbs;\af the YMCA,‘but~in
practice, as one 1e55'enthusiaéfic Ang]icaﬁ nofed,,the Ihstitutes

eétablishéd on Canadian soil were éssentia11y oniy reading;robms.119°
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Angliéané expressed diametfically opposite views concerning -
thg YhCK. Aﬁg]itans on one extr§Te beiieved the‘orgﬁnization'was
pnpvidfﬁg needed recreatfona] oppbrtuﬁities without: in any way inter-
fering.with the integrity of the Church of EnQ]and. Tﬁe laying on
May 14, 1912,Iof the cornerstone of a new céntraT YMCA-Sui]djng in
Toronto provided such aﬁ occasfbn for support. 'Laudfng tﬁe acéom-

plishments of the organization, one Anglican observer later added:

There is a happy unity in the Association activities which
obliterates the denominational differences. There has been much
tak of Church unity in recent times, but the Y.M.C.A. has been
practicing it for nearly seventy years. - Loyal to the Church,
usyrping none of the Church's functions, it binds together the
men of all faiths for the service of their fellow min. While
it is Christian to the core, it opens its door widely to all.
Its buildings and its activities give substance and reality to
the good impulses and desires of those who wish to help young
men to fight a winning battle, each one with strength as the
strength of ten because his heart is pure.120 '

However, there was concern from some Anﬁ’hcan supporters of the YMCA
‘that it might be leadingvAn§1icans away from the church. This con-

-4

cern was eJ%dent in the remarks.of another contributor to the -

Canadian Churchman regarding the view that physical recreation was . =~
. N _
not the mandate of the church and should be Teft to outside agencies.

. It is certainly no part. of the duty of the Catholic Church,
or of the denominations, commonly called churches, which it con-
tains, or of the congregations.or churches which make up such-
denominations, to provide ‘tennis lawns, gymnasiums, swimming
baths or concerts for young people, nor do I suppose that what

- some of the young people are reported to have said, means that
they would 1ea¥e the Catholic Church as above defined to obtain
such things.12 ’ S -

Q

The social gospel message was not sustained by those who believed
that the church had a spiritual function only, to "preach the Gospel,

and to teach all to observe the_;ommahdmehts of her Founder."1?2 -



. ) v This contributor argqued that_physicaf recreation was "no
part‘oﬁ.the duty of the Catholtc Church," instead the ﬁnswer was to
"cu]tivate the c]osestﬂand most friendly relations with the YeM. C‘A
and the Y.W.C.A., and work with a&d through them;—as—far as poss1b1e,

e in connect1on with amusements and recreat1ons w123 The Canadian
‘ I3

Churchman endorsed greater cooperat1on with; the Association particu-

larly as the organizat1on, the editor felt prophetically, would

' emerge an even greater communiforce following the War. Tradi-

tionaf1y~the Church of Engldg Rad not supported the YMCA but its
phys1ca1 rgcreat1on work was well known to the denomination. "The
att15ude of the Church of Eng]and towards it 1nlthe past.has not

.aTways.been,entire1y‘sympaghetic, although 1argé:numbers oF its supé
porters, both among clergy and 1aymen, are and have been Anglicans."
In 11ght of Timited recreation programm1ng within the church the f
editor felt that the YMCA shou]d be g1ven more encouragement both
by Angl1cans and thgse in the other denaminations.

, By surrounding young men with a Christian atmosphere and at the
. - same time providing them with opportun1t1es for recreation and
v “social_ intercourse, it is doing.\a most valuable piece of work,

a work that cannot be done as w%g;: and need not be done, by

any one denom1nat1on by itself.l .

The commencement of the RED RIAﬁgLE CAMPAIGN by\the YMCA
brought out the strongest 1nd1ctment ‘afjthe usefu]ness of the YMCA
to the Church of England After an ‘initial sharp reaction, ‘the issue

~of a rura] YMCA faded but this reaction showed the other extreme s1de
of Anglican opinion and~underscored the trad1tiona1,antagon1sm be-."
~  tween the .Church of England and the YMCA. There was no social gospel

rhetoric to be fougd in'the words of those opposed to the Association.
o S : i -
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' There is more sp1r1tua1 1ife in the atmosphere surround1ng
_a Baptist,Methodist, Presbyterian, or Holy RolTer congregat1on,
where at least definiteness as to the Son of God is sometimes .
taught, .than in the vacuum of so-called Chr1stian fellowship i
which strives through one hundred and one pleasantries to bring
men to a knowledge of the truth. Give a non-religious man the
.use of a billiard table, a swimming pool, and an active cafe-
teria, and he will never hope for help from either the doctrines
or practices of the Church of England. ®The rite of adm1ss1on
to the Y.M.C.A. is the payment of the member s fee,125
A f]urry of counteracting rebuttals ‘followed wh1ch 1nd1cated the
church was changing its’ position but this could not deny thatﬂamong
the conservative elements in the Anglican church,éthe physical rec-
redtion work of the Aésociation was not viewed positively.
At this time the spirit of social changeVWasby no means
dead. ' Of course, there were those who preferred that'the church
~ Took after its sp1r1tua1 commission to the exclusion of all other

cons1derat1ons no matter how worthwn11e they might 1nherent1y be. -

Man

agement. of the physital work program within the YMCA and suggested

cial gospellers, however, wanted to go beyond mere encour-

instead'direet involvement by the.chgrch in this area. Ironically,
it was YMCA initiative which found a compromise'program more ‘accept-
able to evange11ca1 and conservatlve alike: one which'atiempted |
encouragement of a basic recogpition oﬁ all aspects of life--body,
m1ndAand-sp1r1t-fbut which offered.spme f1ex1b111ty of 1nterpreta-
tion, | o | |

- The program whlch evo1ved was the Canadian Standard Eff1c1ency .
Tests (CSET), a program encompass1ng four categor1es- Inte]]ectual
Physica] Re11g1ous or Devot1ona1, and Socia] (also referred to as -
Service). -'In p1ann1ng_the program,the YMCAvsought ady1ce from an

eminent American educational psychologist, Herman H. Horne, who
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’recommended/that’a balanced program'was essential, and so the YMCA’s.
old fourfold formula was adoﬁted 126’ The f1rst edition of- the tests.
appeared in October 1912, and wh11e the fourth ed1t1on was being
prepared under the dkrect1on of the Boys WOrk Comm1ttee of the
National Counc11 of the YMCA the suggestfon came to the comm1ttee .
P )

that if the p1an were made progress1ve and more comprehens1ve, 1t

m1ght become the accepted program of wont for teen-age boys in . .

B

127

Canadian Sunday schooTs The denominations responded by appo1nt-‘

. ing a number of prom1nent secretar1es from the var1ous Sunday schoo]
comm15310ns to assist in. adapt1ng thTS YMCA program to meet \
the needs of the churches These lncluded Rev. R. ‘A, ﬂ11tz an - .

Ang11can Rev. R. L Farewe]], a Methodist, and Rev. C. A. Myers, a

Presbyter1an.128 Several of the denom1nat1ons were optim1st1c from

the begmmng,129

Q,

program shou]d not be dom1nated by any other 130 The most 11beral

but were adv1sed that the sp1r1tua1 aspect of the

of all denom1nations encouraged CSET for 1ts potent1a1 benef1ts._
~ The immedijate value of the tests was that 1t secured a broadened
'lweekdayrprogram within the church; one wh1ch continued to be expanded 17
into the post-war reconstruction period ‘ Its virtue was that it
provided the church with-a reg1mented format readily adaptabTe to -
suit most parishes and more 1mportant1y, compat1bTe w1th the pro-::.
testant . mentality concerning phys1oa] recreation Even. the socia]
'gospeT could not erase among its adherents ‘that trad1t10nal Tove of -

order, 1mp1y1ng as Barker had noted that to the protestant denom- R

‘inations form was as 1mportant as content 131
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¢
while there was generai acceptance of this program in all

‘denominations during its first years of application, this acceptance

o was by no means universa] Moreover, its specific use was somewhat _

restricted if statistical data on potential and actuai users is

interpreted correctiy Macleod in his study of adolescence and ‘the
LTYMCA during the period of the soc1a1 géspe], ciaimed that the pro- o
gram proved hopelessly cumbersome and- attracted on1y 13 421 boys &

n-1919. 132

Other statistical evidence indicates that the percentage |
of youth inyoﬁyed in church organizations“based sole]y'on the’prineb
?'c1p1es of CSET name]y Tuxis and Trail’ Rangers, was small 133 Of a
urvey of boys in Toronto in 1921, on1y 4.4% of protestant ado]es-
cents were members of Tuxis and Trail Rangers " The survey also
showed that an incredibie 91% of Toronto boys attended Sunday sch001

»

a tribute, no doubt to "Toronto the Good "134 This program, “how=
'ever, was'. but part of a broader one 1n which the church was actively
searching for appropriate soc1ai programming in order for it to reach
o[f@iarger proportions of the ado]escent group. | ;
o During the war years particu]ariy, .the campaign to brOaden
'ﬂthe use of the CSET program gained con51derab1e momentum. The scheme
‘never proved a success at the Sunday schoo1 1eve1 but more: evange—
lical denominations did off1c1a11y encourage,its adoption by groups
.other than Sunday sqhoo]s. Its name was changed to- Canadian Standard}
'Efficiency Training in 1918 to suit the spirit of the times and
',with s1ight amendments to the format,.its use was encouraged in ali

f:denominational organizations.. Severa] claims for 1ts benefits ‘were y

<_'made. such as that by the Board of Sabbath Schools and Young Peop]e g

)

o



Societies to the Presbyterian General Assemply in 1924:

- Before the War, Young beop]e's Work was developing normally at"
a rather modest rate. Immediately on the outbreak of the War,
Young Men's Bible Classes and Young People's Societies melted

© away, in m7ny cases not a single eligible man being left. Even
‘as late as/1917 the decreases reached a total of nearly 200
organizations and nearly 9000 members. Fortunately just before
the outbreak of the War a remarkable forward movement began in
connection with work.among Older Boys and Girls (12- 18 years
of age) which has continued to develop in the C.S.E.T. and
C.G.I.T. [girls equivalent program] movements and which has done
much to help make possible the marked -growth of Young Peog]e's
Work (18 - 24), during the six year period 1917 - 1922.13 '

The CSET program was credited in the Presbyterian church with sig-
nificant importance. Growth in PYPA membefship increased from 42,000

to 97,000 during the period 1917 to 1922. This represented: not only

a substantial increase in-size of young people's organizations, but

. these figures included only th&se organizations'repprted to be con-

ducting midweek activities.136‘_Methodists, too, approved of the

increased use of the scgéme.  The E1eventh_Genera1 Conference that
year reborted considerable 6btimfsm for it: 5w? rejoice in the
»increasédﬁintere#t béing manifested-in'wgek-day're1igious instruc-
tion. . .. The C.S.E,T. ande{G.I.T.*progrémmes are,mbst heartfly‘,v
commended for the broadvahd efficient'trainfﬁg.whfch is émbodied‘ih

137

them, 'Thé‘gospel message of the church's greater involvement -

in social R]anning‘and soc1a1'regeﬁ¢ration had'taken'roof; it re-
mained to be seen if with it came“a'cﬁanged'atfitUde about the e
‘Highér recognition of thé-body and fhe use'for-physiCa1 reéreatjon
ih Canadian Byoteéfagtism which thé“socialpgospel alSo‘encouraged;' q
In the fénks,bf gethodish; é;osgfytizing thé'viftues of the

" CSET program was.more a matter of edUQation,than one of COnVersidn,l



Thére Seemed to be little open hostility. to this YMCA-sponsored,pro-

gram and progress of the organization was reported in its youth

periodicals from time to time. A 1engtﬁ}'artic1e appeared in Youth

.and Service, as an example, giving an overview of its historical

development to 1916.

A ¥ - N
«

During the Tast twenty-five years many efforts have been put

- forth in behalf of 'teen age boys. Boys' Brigades, Boy Scouts,

’-Knights of King Arthur-and'a¥3core or-more of boys' organizations
.-have been promoted and have done much.not only to help boys, but

also- to determine correct methods 'in. boys' work. These experi-

‘ments have been carried on along, two general 1%pes."0ne‘in con-
i

nection with the churches through the denomina
denominational Sunday-school boards and culminating in the
appointment of a Commission on the 'Teen Age some years ago.

onal.and inter-

The other in connection with the Y.M.C.A. and culminating in the

investigation into boy 1ife made by the Men and Religion Movement.

. . . This Committee [Canadian Standard Efficiency Tests Committee

of the YMCA including interdenominational support] has developed

the programme until it is.now the recognized programme of work for

‘teen-age boys in the Protestant churches, Y.M.C.A. and Sunday-~
school associations of Canada.

We can szarcely overestimate the value of setting up such a
national ideal. , S

The serenity with which ]iberaT Methodism accepted the scheme con-
trasted with tHe reaction some Anglicans felt towards it.

Tied up with Anglican opinion of the value of CSET were

broader gquestidns dealing with the requirements of the Anglican -

communion and acgsptab]e outside agencies which could meét the high

aspirations of {the denomination. Comparison of the YMCA, and its

novel program, with the Boy Scouts, the traditional favourite of the

Anglican %%urch‘for resolving the boy problem, created tension in

4

discussions on the issue.

. The reporting of fhe YMCA-sponsored "Coast to Coast Boys
. . i o . v&
| ,
!

'



Work Conference" held in Toronto in the fall of-lglb served to}

‘ bring.out_some of the jatent‘issues concerning CSET. The Canadian"xud
Churchman observed and reported on most of the details -‘A-number

of 1ssues were raised by the article on the conference, wh1ch noted
the absence of any Ang11can 1eaders in boys work, po1nt1ng upxthe
slowness with which Anglicans were becoming involved in CSET com-
pared to other denominations; The Churchmgg elaborated: |

Every denomination had its 1eader and expert in boys work

who could answer questions, and assist in planning for the
future work. We few Ang]1cans who met together [ten percent . -
of the total as reported in a subsequent art1c1e] not only
missed this very necessary part of assistance, but missed that
feeling of unity in this national effort to serve the boys. 39

. v -
The editor followed with a messagecof endorsement,

Boys' Leaders--We endorse most heart11y'what was said by
one of our correspondents in last week's issue regardlng the
need of greater interest on the part of the Church in the
efforts to develop leaders in boys' work. Corisiderable was
done along this Tine by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew but,
unfortunately, this has been allowed in the main to cease.

The Churchg through the Sunday, Schoo] Commission, has the
machinery that is needed but here we are handicapped by lack
of funds. One result of this, as was pointed out, is that:

- many of our boys lose interest,and'drift away from the Church.
In the past the "Boy Problem" was regarded by many as a hope=-’
Jess one. We know to- -day. that it is most hopeful, provided
we can get proper leaders. . . . Would it not be wise, though,
to extend the same spirit [of philanthropy]l to the activities
that are striving to lay better foundations for the future of
both Church and State? "Better a fence at the top of a cliff
than an ambulance at the foot."140

After the program had been in OperatiOn tor.some time addi-
tional support came from those who had had persona1 experience with
it. Such leaders saw the benefit of a midweek program invmaintatné
ing the al]egiance of the young boy, and as to;the:program content -



itself:

T think the reason why .so many church clubs fail is because
" they are only for social, amusement, and not aiming at anything.
higher. The Canadian Standard Efficiency Tests forms a splendid
_programme. . , . The -meeting is opened with prayer and a Bible
discussion- for half an hour. Afterwards, they come together; for
. @ helpful talk, then some tests are taken, or debates on live
topics, after which.we play group games. Once a month we have
beans, each group having a table by themselves, so they can give
their yells, etc., after which an address is given. ‘During the
season the fellows play inter-church and inter-group games of .
~ -hockey, indoor and outdoor baseball. What is the result? Through
the grace of God we are holding our felléws and increasing our '
- attendance 15 pér:cent.l141 -

The CSET program did not Timit participation in physical recreation
to that prescribed in the tests. Numerous similar aktic1e5'1auding;
. the édvaptages of the CSET program appeared for’fhe next few years
until interest: in this social program“qgminated all other social "
editori%l interests. Clubs gave examples of their‘entirélyear's
program under the schemé, in'bqﬁh:uritteﬁ and tabular fbrmat;142
‘The YMCA CSET pfogram,'tfeated‘1ibefally'with-the:bTeSSings of the
editof,143 was uncharacteristically &pp]éuded‘as a sound:pfpgramjand
liberal Anglicans were responding. = |
~ Coeval with this;sudden interest:jn»thé'CSET_prograﬁ.the
YMCA Taunched its RED TRIANGLE CAMPAIGN and the cracks began'to.
appear in the foundation Tajd by’the.chUrch'media;_;One antagbnis;
issued his obinion_of"the.YMCA}Q{fh.a-certaih'iqyéctive? |
We are-asked to bé]%éveltha this wonderfully 6rgahized- o
force, so modern-in social spirit,\so broad in its activities,
is to be neecessary to.the working of\a "successful" church., .
Success 1s found in' the achievement of\ideals. . . . Here the
Anglican Church fundamentally differs from the Y.M.C.A. ~With
- Christ's. promised Presence- enshrined in the Word and the - .
- Sacraments, the Church présents this Ideal to the world; leav-
' ing~the3resu1ps_to.the<Holy'Spir1t,.'whereas the - supporters of

2z



the Red Triangle labour -nebly—in- the twi]ight of good works,
marking success by increase of membership.

a.Meanwhiie, could the Anglican church be adopting YMCA methods? Ful]-»,f'

'vpage advertisements appeared in the Canadian Churchman selling the
145

pr1nc1p1e of the CSET program with 1ts 1dea1 format of having'a

four fold program offering a. broader scope for work wlth ‘boys.. Pro-
'tagonists of the scheme were encouraged to speak out in 1ts favour
The we]l known Canadian c]eric Rev Dr. J.” L Carrol];tspoke high]y
of the scheme "The C. S E T is the onTy efficient method that we
have today which" gives us the key to ]eadership for the days to come
. Concerning ‘the athTetic or -physical portion of the program, he con-
c1uded:' "Our ath]etic events give us a povnt of contact with every
normal boy. ThTS feature does not predominate, but 1s onTy one of
_ many usefu] 1nc1dents The great 1dea1 we ho]d up. is serv1ce--Jesus

was the greatest servant of mankind "14€ There were a few discordant

*r.

opinions coming forward which kept the issue aTive

o Sir,--without hesitatlon 1 can, for myse]f answer :
“Superintendent s".question about. the C.S.E.T. "The boy,"--"
the wholesome, red-blooded boy--has no use for it. As'a train-

- ing in priggishness, unwholesome seTf—consciousness, goody-

- goodyness, nothing could be more effective. . . . I would not
care to have the C.S.E.T. method adopted in my Sunday “School,

- or in ‘any boys* society for. which I was personaTTy responSIbTe

And as to the suggested aiternative _ - .

'It seems to me that the Church in Canada is missing a grand
opportunity.ﬁn the Boy Scout movement. . . . Tt appeals to.all
‘that is best in the boy and develops his sense of duty, honor,.

g TEPITSm, . ‘individual responsibility and: usefulness to others RO
“and to himself.. It is comprehensive and. ‘has contact with every -
- interest of a boy!s life. -As -an auxiTliary ‘to Church training -
- and Sunday-School work -as ‘well as-a means of. training in good :
c1tizenship, there 1s nothing else as -good, 1

Others condemned the program outright "If any of your readers



| '}1mag1ne that a11 they have to do to solve for themselves the boy

‘th1nk1ng "

v o

© . problem 1s to adopt the C S. E T they had better do a 11tt1e more

S1gn1f1cant1y, "Spectator," the week]y commentator on sub-:v

JIJects of pub11c 1nterest and one who was, perhaps, as 11bera1 as h1s :

1 - \

| readership;‘moved caut1ously on.. the 1ssue., Notlng that the denom-

- 1eaders were themselves not’ up to "standard eff1ciencyf"- In h1s-

.. badges galore,. ‘with reams of letters and stamps to correspond,

: 1nat1ons own Sunday School Comm1ss1on was 1ehd1ng its. we1ght beh1nd

‘ boys conferences, he sounded h1s concern that the sp1r1tha1 aspects ‘

of. the CSET program were not necessar11y benef1c1a1 if the boy
. / J
Character1st1c styTe he wondered if the program was . Just a 11tt1e
too much of a product1on- :
In add1tion to all this the existence of a top-heavy organ1zat10n
"with committee and sub-committee’ to ‘the third and’ fourth degree;
" with managers and secretaries without number with buttons and

“We-seem to be overrun by an imported system that_is whol]y un- -
suited-to" Epe gen1us and Judgment of our people.

.....

His mot1vation was more to support the Boy Scout movement agalnst

der1s1on than to show any

”1nant d1s11ke for CSET in wh1ch he may

\

have had 11tt1e personal experIence.,."Spectator" e]aborated on h1$

_ op1n1ons dur1ng the fo]]ow1ng weeks.,

,It 1s appare\t that the tests are an essent1a1 part of the _
scheme, not a mere accessory. The leader is @xpected to "chart“
the boys progress or- étrOgress1on., We- are quite familiar with
physical tests--chest expansion, running ab111ty, etc.--and we
can soon settle those, Intellectual tests may very easily be
-applied by an’ ~examination on. boois or nature. Social tests are
a little more diffTEuTtrand undefined, but presumably one can
~arrive at some general conclusion as to how a boy gets on with :
his neighbours. . . -« The thing, however, that bothers "Spectator,”
and evidently bothers many . thinking people who are keenly inter-
_ested in boys, is the efficacy and the wisdom of sp1ritua1 v
tests. . . . S o , S )

s
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In the—gudgment of "Spectator" no such d1ff1cu1ty as has"

: been pointed out above arises out of the fundamental structure .

of the Boy Scouts. This organ1zat1on may seem to emphasize, -

.too fully, the 1nte11ectua1 and physical side of the boy to the
--neglect of the sp1r1tua1 but that would depend ent1re1y upon '

the Scoutmaster

S

' In their Zea] to app]aud this new form of contro], ambassa-

dors of the CSET movement often unnecessar11y degraded the Scout1ng

Angllcans than to fol]ow that ill- adv1sed course of act1on

movement and there was no qu1cker way to raise the 1re of many

Prudence

did. preva11 however as severa] contrabutors attempted to act as

peacemakers and ba]ance the,sca1es by reason One such contr1butor

RN

@ concluded: . "In reading the various: letters. wr1tten in commendatlonxz

[N

of the Canad1an Standard Eff1c1ency Tests, it seemsto me that the

Boy: Scout Movement has been cr1t1cized unfa1r1y by some and not been.

g1ven 1ts due pralse by others "151 In their des1re to f1nd a new

course for Ang11can youth work _many d1rect1y compared these forms

of programm1ng. Supporters of CSET cr1t1c1zed the Boy Scouts as not

offer1ng a broad enough program

Others cr1t1c1zedthe Scouts as we]l for be1ng too narrow"

-approach to boys'work "If the Church Lad's Brlgade and th

- ant Scout Master,:I agr

and the Boy Scouts, and as an ass1st-~
' that they are splendid th1ngs, but do

nz;,cgyer'tﬁé ground negessary to make a man, both physically’
Spiritually. They aiphold splendid ideals, but they ggend

We have the Lad S Br1gad

.most of their energ1es on the physical side of the boy

Scouts are do1ng this same thing for the Canadian Church in a defin-

~ite and nation-wide manner, 1 have yet to hear of it The-C;S.E.T.

takes time and consecrat1on w153 Others wou]d agree. 'g'

“‘ at stake in not whole- heartedly supporting th1s work [CSET]

. The Anglican Church has not as yet rea11zed the great issue



But it is a great pteasure to the Anglican boys already inter- -
ested in this movement to see church after church adopting it.
Many of these churches have: tried the Boys' Brigade, the Boy
Scouts and other movements, but have found. something lacking
'_wh1ch they have apparently found"in. the C.S.E.T. Movement 154

‘vg\'There were essential differences between these apparentiy d1vergent

programs ~the. CSET and the Scout Movement which wou]d not be recon-

ci]ed espec1a11y regarding the phy51ca1 program each engendered 155

Perhap51t was a minority of Anglicans who supported CSET
'but these werevsplit between those who accepted both forms of pro-
gram and those who were highly favourab]e t;‘CSET as a-substitute

156

~for the Boy’ Scouts Despite charges of undenominationaiism in

1ts methods, and tRat "'Y.M.C. A methods are not the Church's methods,";

many were eager "to enlist these .YMCA methods to he]p in the resolu-
'»tion of the young boy problem even at the expense of. the Boy Scouts.
But for the time. being antagonism had been created and those sup-
»\;porting‘opposing-schemes continued~therr'war of words for a while
yet. : - .
: The CSET program was changed during the period 1914 - 1916,
. to respond to the wishes of the church for a broadly. based program
but one which did not undermine the 1mportance'of‘a spiritual life.
_ During the war years the double billing given the program by the
_denominations indicated 1ts appropriateness in that time of national
o mob11ization.‘ After the war, however, this YMCA-sponsored program
,feil into re]ative obscurity although it later became the basis on
_which the Tuxis and TrailnRangers training programS/ﬁEre developed

| These became the backbone of weekday training within the United
i..Church of Canada unti] 1953 A Toronto survey in 1921 indicated

/
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that membership in Tux1s and Tra11 Rangers was half that for e1ther

. @
the YMCA or the Boy Scouts, a survey which took 1nto account a11 pro-
© testant denom1nat1ons and others..l57 But what this survey does not ‘

.

~show 1s the 1ntense concern which was . generated around issues relat-
. ing to the prov1sion of denom1natxona1 weekday act1v1t1es, nor do
they give any f1rsthand 1mpress1on about the prov1s1on of phys1ca1
recreation w1th1n the aegis of the church. The growth of a Canadian
soc1a1 QOSpel raised the 1eve1 of awareness concern1ng soc1a1 issues, -
broad1y speak1ng, and th1s process was s1gn1f1cant1y affected by
L1nf1uences outs1de the 1mmed1ate realm of the congregat1on.

In the end, the experience of efforts on two~cont1nents to
'so1ve the boy problem came to bear upon the-Canadian understanding
of the problem and the solut1ons wh1ch were felt necessary for 1ts'
resolution. Chr1st1an social programmers drew upon many avenues of

support, international and domestic, in order to study the adoles-

zcent and provide. a gu1de to positive act1onJ

Sports and Games

The 11terature of ado]escence was used as a pr1mer by social
”gospe11ers in the1r search for an appropn1ate social 1mage of phy51-
- cal recreation and sport. They sough% in this ﬂ1terature greater
understand1ng of amusement recreat1on, and sport terms which were
basic to the socia] study of phys1ca1 recreation But these terms
‘ii were by no means-consistently app11ed - In fact they ‘were on occa-
nsxon used 1nterchangeab1y, which further comp]icated the task of

developing a social ph11osophy towards physfca] recreation and sport
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However, the use of such terms often implied expected or anticipated
6utcomes trgm invo]vement'with physical activity—-a’retrenchment

from immoraT‘behavipr’ better Church attendance greater'nationaT
patr1ot1sm better sportsmanship or fa1r p1ay--as we]] as demon-
strating an 1nterest in the social benef1ts of play, hea1th .and-
athletics. The h1stor1c church with its “gymnas1um and showerbath"
mentality had shown meagre 1nterest in the meaning behind such popu—.'
lar terms. The pass1on of the soc1a1 gospe] moved to change the
,_trad1t1on of the church.

By far the most ub1qu1tous term applying to phys1ca1 recre-
ation was that-of amusement. The word carried, however, axmoralo
connotation and for this reason it was eSpecia11y preferred in .
| Presbyterian,Iiterﬁture.' In order td:measure_the morality of-such
things as their amusements, Presbyterians inikeeping.with thefr.
11terary trad1t1ons d1sp1ayed a penchant for. rhymes, v1gnettes and
charts which would ostens1b1y po1nt the way. Nhether or not they

were effective, they Teft 11tt1e”doubt of the re11g1ous'm1ss1on

amusements were to serve. The Presbyterian Record, characteristically ’

. : : - . ' : 3
reprinting from another periodical, the Christfan Commonwea1th

prov1ded such a measure a seven step test to guide its turn-of-the-

century readership

" How tovTest Amusements

F1rst--Do they rest and strengthen, or weary and weaken, the
' ‘body? .
Second--To they strengthen and Best, or weary and weaken, the
brain? -
Third--Do they make resistance to temptat1on easier or harder?
. Fourth--Do they increase or lessen love for virtue, purity,
temperance and Justice?
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Fifth--Do they give 1nsp1ration~ahd qu1cken enthus1asm, or
stupefy the intellectual and harden the moral nature?

Sixth--Do they 1ncrease or diminish respect for manhood and
womanhood?

Seventh--Do they draw one nearer to, or remove one farther from,
_ the Christ?158 :

But_these were inadequate attempts to deal either with the young
boy ‘problem or the issue of proper amusement. They w&re'more‘a
: 1iterary convention than an attempt to seriously study a problem.

+ . . ER

Such'schemes;were characterjstica11y more proscriptive than prescrip- '
ttve, exemp]ifying rather a negativism towards:amuSement, resu1ting
from a lack of inVoTvement by the church in that area.

The growing concern of the church was that 1t become more
involved in understand1ng and def1n1ng such terms as amusement
vrecreat1on and sport, aSUthe young boy problem began to emerge’ as
a central theme in the soc1a1 p]atform of the denominat1ons The
church was needed. As one astute observer commented w1th reference
to the increased. care]essness with which young peop]e were coming
to regard their religion: "Most young peoplg, when not rem1nded :
of re11g1on, th1nk of amusement w159 Such statements tended to |
encourage extreme v1ews, promot1ng elther a denunc1at10n of amuse-.l
: ment or, in the case of those- 1nterested in promoting "pract1ca1
Chr1st1an1ty,“ encourag1ng the’ study of it, with a v1ew.to becom1ng
:1nvo1ved. Indeed, the-upsurge'of 1nterest in young peop]e s socie-

' ties at this time served not on1y to counteract the tendency of‘the
.unconfirmed to ta11‘into "carelessness of 11ang"15° but served'
also to counteract what the church too often saw in. other soctet1es,_

| namely, that "young peop]e 3 unions degenerate 1nto mere gatherings

%
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for a poor'kind of mutual amuséhent, often notat all of an uplifting

sort.“lsl With the rise of the young people's society came the

need for understandihg and definition of thfs_popular1y misundenr- -
- - ) C )

stood term. A | 9.

As interest in the,spcial gospel quicﬁﬁggg:_zpe need for a ’ ;
more informed view of physical recreation‘emé?ged. Social gospel
panegyric was reaching its heights in the yearsaimhediately before )/f’/"~'

e | '

World War I and at, the same time the church began to probe more

earnestly the meaning of such ;erms as "amusement” 4and "recreation”

-, for possible benefits for its social program. The Presbyterian - /
Record in its July citizenship topic for 1913 examined "Public

ﬁAmuseménts: Their Use and Abuse." The author of the article,

.. . ‘ N
Toronto‘c]eric, Rev. J. W. Stephen, considered the definition of

H

amusement. * ) : o

The Tegitimacy of amusement in ‘itself cannot be denied. .
% Nature demands relaxation. The bow cannot always remain strung. -~
"Amusement ,' as the word implies, is plainly a turning away
. from the Muses--a temporary suspension of the more serious tasks
of Tife. - ' :

- 4éhcouraged by a recent visit to Tdkont; by Jacob Riis, the Americén
| éaiﬂa;}ty on playgroumds, Steghen continued reinfqrcing the popular
beTief that where playgrounds and innocent amusement'were,prbmided'
crime';as matenia]ly-reﬁhced-énd é1hea1thy law-abiding citizehry
waé the logical result. Stephén Sé]ieVéd*that the need fof amuse-
menf'was further rejnfoféedipy the_charécter of the_'agé.162 ‘
| The popular understahding.of the word_"amuseme6t“ included
W such divefse"éctivities as afhfetics, the race course, the théatre,

' dancing “and Cardepléying. Examining ath]etics:in particu]ar;‘StephEnﬁ

)
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cons1dered jts v1rtues in h1story the Greeks had recognized t:'
1mportant p1ace of the stad1um;1n bu11d1ng a v1r11e ood; the
universities of the day were.us1ng athléti S in preparing men for
'the battlefield of 1ife and writeérs on Eugen1cs were f1nd1ng thafg"{
"starved nerves create unhea1thy appetftes resu1t1ng in the deter1-4

163 Ath]et1cs undoubted]y produced strong * ;

orat1on of the race,"
musc]es, but a1so, it was be]l\ved, self—control, sound Judgment
and chivalrous cons1derat1on for others. Its potential for promot-
ing such Chrjst1an 1deals appeared bound]ess.

Y'n practice, however, there were problems as athletics did

>

not:alwavs take the path of wirtue. But undismayed Stephen con-

tinged. "It is not to be inferred, however that_the domain of ) .
sports‘1s to be deserted by the Church and left to”the-enemy.. In -
Bible c]asses and boys'vclubs it should be possibielto so incu1cate
‘Chr1st1an ch1va1ry as to ra1se the whoTeostandard of ath]et1cs in a

w164 Such was the asp1rat1on ‘of one social’ gospelier. ,

community.
Ihat’this was most Tikely to happen on]y under the aegis of the

church or properly superv1sed commun1ty assOc1at1ons waSremphas1zed

by the Methodist Department of Temperance and MoraT Reform of the
Methodist Church Its 1913 report to the General Conference noted

-"As an ant1dote to impure- enterta1nment and bruta1n21ng sport we
‘wou1d urge our ministers and peop]e to encourage all clean, - healthy,
- recreat1on pleasure,- espec1a11y among our . young peop1e." The repbrt_f
: recommended further that commun1t1es shou1d provide social centres

where proper recreation under careful supervision may be enJoyed 165 S

“vThe cooperative 1aunching of a successful nation-wide soc1a1 ‘survey -



by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches no doubt encouraged the
, 1atter view of 2. w1der provision of- amusement and recreation.

A further 1nSlght 1nto the understanding and . use of amuse-
ments is col]ected by Rev, W, R McIntosh s discus51on of "Religion
ahd Amusement " the Presbyteriah young people s soc1ety topic for
the week of Ju1y 19 in the fol]ow1ng year 1914 "Reiigion and .

amusements have often been regarded as enemies," he” began.;sﬁi

He
be11eved a confessor of . the former did not enter 1nto the 1atter for
fear of aliying with the trinity of ev11$ that are opposed to God
the wor]d the f]esh and the dev11 But a change had been effected
over this. somewhat historic v1ew the re§“1t of recent sc1ent1f1c
and_pedagogical 1nf1uences "'Reiigion and 'Piay,'“ Mclntosh con-
.tinued "instead of standing face to face, fighting each other, are
getting back to back in- the common fight for the welfare of youth

B and are both regarded as essent1a1 factors in the making of men and

167

5 nations.f S Stressing the p]ay aspect of amusement, as had Stephen, S

;i‘ he noted the.recent exa]tation of p1ay to the rank of a profession,',r»,Vw

?

wh11e 11bera11y quoting the American P]ayground Assoc1ation. ’The’
duty of the church was to encourage who]eSOme amusement and further-

more to redeem the world of amusement to rec]aim the play 11fe of . 5
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the communlty for G d - The soc1a1 gospel rhetoric flowed rampant

- The dream of the future 45 that a11 the'kingdoms-of this .
- .world:are to become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His® Christ
- -This medns the ‘social-as well as the geographic kingdoms. So, .7~
... that those who ‘toiT: for the making of better meh’and women, for e
‘- sounder. bodies, . better contro]led minds, brighter spirits: and - o
' better- discipiined characters, "through the control’ and. deve1op-s~
" “ment of the people's: recreations and “amusements,. wild have .the
. right -at Tast to join with God's coworkers An. a11 ‘other: gspart-
'-j-@;ments of socia1 service, in the chorus that never ends
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This notion of the importance of the playground in character develop-
ment was by no means uncommon but it received a wider audience with |
acceptance of the soc1a1 m1551on of the church The 1mportance of
the ‘playground as one ameliorator of social prob]ems=was fundamen—
tai]y sound but .in their zeal at times, soc1a1 gospe]]ers asked
1mp0551b1e demands of it as a genera1 cathar51s for all ages 170‘
MatIntosh too, asked for an outstanding change of attitude. I4'Then

v we have too ]ong and too often over]ooked the 'ethical’ 51gn1f1cance
of p1ay and sport So much is this the case that play shou]d be

5 conSidered as a form of social service rather than a'more or less
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questionable\a51de,of 1ife." There'was much truth in restating

the traditionai hosti1ity of religion and amusement, and perhaps too
the soc1a1 gospe1 had an impossibie mission or at least an imprac— :
,\ tical message concerning the church's prov151on of physical recrea-
tion. L ‘ S ;‘1,.fﬁ, N :. f', ol
\\\\& , ' Conservative protestants fOund it difficult to accept that
o the church had a respon51b111ty ‘to. prOV1de any soc1a1 act1v1t1es

let alone the prov151on of amusements.. Concerning "Church Amusements"
! ) a'/‘ .

one Ang]ican c1eric responded to the tendency to iiberaiize the ‘

‘definition’ of what was proper]y church work 8 f%ff:

0 : TR
After the question of where the duty rests “to- prov1de rec— BN
" reation, comés:that of consideration of the 1mportance, need andgy‘
" ability for making such provi51on _ . e

1 o1 have had in my ministny singing classes, heaTth clubs, G

S tennis clubs, socia]s, entertainments, picnics, etc., T reaTiZed:f.f' )

_after some years that I.was- ‘neglecting the souls of the people

~ for the sake of their bodily, mental and social improvement. v .
‘Finally, I concluded spiritual. work ‘had. to take the first p]ace

- with me whoever was pleased or displeased, and :of late. years I
"have been ‘very sparing in the matt rof giving ‘time. -and energy o
to amusing and providing amusements for the people 3 s
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It seems to me also that the church should be very circum-
spect as to the nature of its provision along these lines. ., . .

Compare James ‘4 with Colossians 4, and I think one can .
hﬁ;ﬁI{ocg;Slzdf gtherwwse than that the Church is rather to pray
Though this viewbcould find supporters from any denomination, many
| Anglicans were suspicious of amusements withinéthe church.
~ As Anglicanism-came to adopt the social gospe1 for its own,

a more liberal assessment of the_place and necessity of amusement
became more commonplace in its communion. The.ﬂhxr Rev. G. Thorne]oe
was 1nv1ted to give his opinions on amusement in the church but
0n1y on a limited aspect of the term.173 He outlined a few pr1nc1p1es
cons1stent with the more evangelical denom1nat1ons The rei1g1on
of the church was pr1mar11y a religion of joy, not of g1oom the .

. church d1d not deny amusements but Teft to the 1nd1v1dua1 conscienge
which amusements should be pursued. Taking an approach uniting )
social barwinism and environmentalfsm, he believed such a philosophy
. was in keep1ng with the "re11g1on of nature" stress1ng the wholeness
-of man, one in body, mind and spirit. But there were 11m1tat1ons.

’
"Recreation and amusement are not ends 1n themse1ves. They are

ch1ef1y aids- to work w174

‘The 1atter view, however, is not part1c-

u]arly ascribed to the social gospe1 which 1nstead stressed the
soc1a1 imperatives .and the soc1a1 consequences of act1on, not the 4

| v1ew that work was a re11g1ous 1mperative. But in context this view d

was 11bera] as well, in contrast to ear]ier views that encouraged a

_subst1tut1on of work for amusement an ethic that did not give way

| easi1y to a more progressive view.175
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~An editorial in the Globe sparked the ed1tor of the Presbyter1an

and westm1nster to. g1ve his op1n1on on how to successfu]]y un1te the

two. apparent1y divergent topics, work and amusement - While not1ng
that the Canadian youth was absorbed with his athletics, and even
admitting that.the.devotiOnltd sport can'be beneficial, he supported
the “sport" of gardening,’of making "play out of work," o

Games and sports have an-attraction of the1r own, espec1a11y for
- the young, that cannot be found elsewhere, and. 1t is probable
that certain benefits are to be derived from them that .cannot
be obtained otherwise. But weare confident that many people
- .would be surprised if they knew how much real pleasure, as well
as physical advantage, is to be found in occupations which, upon -
the surface, may appear to be simply forms of labor. We speak,
of course, part1cu1ar1y to those who are not regu]ar]y engaged
in phys1ca1 work.

. « . Speaking from some exper1ence we have no hes1tat1on
in commending garden1ng as a substitute. for golf or a variation.
from bowling. . T
“0f the physical benef1ts of garden1ng it is impossible to
speak too highly. There is great variety in the work, and this
is an advantage not only because it introduces the e]ement of
change, but because’ 19 provides exercise for all the various
muscles of- the . body.
Not everyone carr1ed the same 1nterpretat1on of ‘an 1nv1gorated con-'
~cern for phys1ca1 recreatﬁon w1th1n the church but the ed1tor
seemed to be on the r1ght track. Thornloe stressed that the Ang]1cang
ﬂ church could not afford to 1gnore thee]ementary truth that there was.
a legitimate p1ace for amusement within the church and not so1e1y
as a subtle form of work. He also observed that as far as accept1ng
- and prov1d1ng fbr amusement, the “Church had/shown 1ess\\han her

“177
usua] wisdgm

in the past
Presbyterians had the strongest v1ews about whidh amusements :

were worthy of 'support. In_an attempt to,guideayouthvon;this_subject,”7



.ga Montreal Presbyterian, Rev. B. s. Black wrote "Amusement That . Is

‘ worth While" as’ the Young People s Soc1ety topic for ‘the week of
fJanuary 23 1916 while noting that phy51cal recreation, relaxa-
tion, and amusement had a legitimate place in soc1ety, he stressed '
that amusements must bu1ld up morally or they are not worthwhile |
The main pr1nc1ples to follow Black concluded were- 1) Amusements ’
must be servants, not masters, 2) No Christian had - the right to.

: 1n3ure others, and 3) Body, mind and spirit must be con51dered when

178

uch0051ng amusements. . The message concerning the serv1tude of '

sport or amusement emphaSIZed that when amusements get undue prom-

v1nence then the "extravagance and d1551pation they create are the

51gns of national decline and decay "179 Under such a philosophy the :

vgrowth of sport as a national cultural 1nst1tution would be difficult .

. at best. Presbyterians did not counsel combative or. bodily contact
sports or amusements such as boxing and wrestling, as f1t sports for
anyone. Black empha51zed that amusement must con51der all aspects
of. existence--body, mind and soul : This.philOSOphy did not permit
concentration on sport HlS comments were directed at profe551onal
sport but also applied to over 1ndulgence 1n amateur sport as well

| Healthy outdoor exerc1se seemed best to fulfill the needs of
Presbyter1an youth and this only as- part of a broader program,'
,one which 1ncluded reading and higher Spiritual concerns. Black ”
-believed that the acceptability of amusement was determined by the

attitude of participants, especially their attitude towards pleasure.'

. "To be always running after pleasure betokens a. low type of humanity. 3»-~1

Y°“th 5h°"]d'be happy, but serious too.; Continued levity emasculates‘.f":
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- the soul. | - To be ever cackiing may befit a goose but not a man "180 '
.Obv1ously Presbyterians had some difficuity in adopting the sociai
'gospei concept of the nece551ty in the scheme of things for 1eg1ti-
mate amusement accompanied by a spiritual commitment to ensure that ”A

"’che body was not negiected ; :gﬂ F -".:.,'51‘1 . \p

This view contrasts somewhat with the Methodist outiook

‘The report of. the Committee on City Problems of the Methodist
ADepartment of Socia1 Serv1ce and Evangeiismin 1918, saw a much higher;
~.place for amusement.‘ ‘ |

" The church must recognize more than- ever the 1eg1timate B
demand for amusement. Play has its part in the life of a normal’
'individuai, and- in some aspects may be as necessary as to. pray.
_ The amusements of the ‘people. if properi{ superv1sed are a means
Cof education and character deveiopment o
o B
Methodists tended to prefer the term-"recreation"'to that%of "amuse-

ment "'indicating, perhaps, a closer familiarity with the American

_ gospei of recreation182

and the de51re to use a more ‘modern term,. '
one which carried less connotation of 51n _\ | _

“ Concerning the prov1Sion of recreation 1n the Epworth League,{
Rev. ‘W. H. Stevens gave his v1ews during an annuai Epworth confer-,rv
7ence in 1913 _ His opening remarks deait w1th a definition of the

RECREATION is an e]astic word of wide Significance Some- o

- times it means that which entertains.;. .« Sometimes it 1s in

-~ the way . of diver51on.vh-. . : '. ‘ _
. Again it°1mp1ies heipfui exercise which whi]e it is. free : -

‘from the consciousness of toil, tends to recreate and stimulate -

“our being.. . We may accept. the term in its broader: signifi-’
cance; as comprehending all. that pleasantly and restfui]y engages,
: lthe attention -and resuits in richer fuilness of 1ife energy 1

His definition absorbed the concept of amusement



Cons1der1ng the p]ace of sports and games in the recreat1ve -
'11fe of the Canadlan c1t1zen Stevensﬁhad much of va]ue to say to
’h1s readersh1p, show1ng both his know]edge of the. 11terature of
_recreat1on and his v1r11e attitude towards the body

: ©In considerat1on of a quest1on of th1s nature one natural]y
* thinks of "Games." Those may be divided into three classes.
Games of strength. and skill, games of chance and skill, and
games of chance pure and s1mp1e. For games of -mingled strength
and skill, such as Tlacrosse, footba11 “baseball and hockey,
- provided they are p]ayed under proper conditions in an honorable
spirit, and not:to excess, there is noth1ng but commendat1on
" They train the hand. They train. the eye. They train to quick-
ness of the movement. They tra1n to almost instant balancing .
[s1c] of. probab111t1es They train to swift and definite deci-
sion. Indulged-in, in moderation under reasonable surround1ngs,
they -tend to make men. The Monks and Ascetics swung to the ex-
treme in. -viewing ‘the body as -an encumbrance, while the ‘material-
ists have erred more seriously in- regard1ng the body as.an
instrument of p1easure. The body is God's: temporary re51dence
“for the human soul. . . . We have in Canada the best outdoor
games to be found the wor]d over.: They tend to develop that.
‘contempt of pain. and danger which has ever been the mark of the
~ true hero. OQur national” games, however, cannot be said to be 184
free, from attendant ev1ls -This s 51ncere1y to be regretted

"’Th1s noble out1ook for the p1ace and sp1r1t of sport in Canad1an

culture deve]oped durlng a perlod of" soc1a1 gospel 1nsp1rat1on ‘per-.

"haps the p1nnac1e of a pure varlety of soc1a1 gospel, one whlch would; :

o soon be remo]ded “and bastard1zed by the ensu1ng world War. Stevens

L
.then proposed a resolut1on wh1ch was unan1mous1y passed by'the

,Convent1on demonstrat1ng in part the pass1on the soc1a1 gospe1

engendered for the p]ace of phys1ca1 recreat1on as a force for soc1a1

' reQenerat1on. .

,W. - At the suggestion of | r. Stevens, the Convention unanimous]y
|'adopted a reso]ution sett?ng forth its mind on the matter as '
‘fo]]ows. ST , o

| Taking cognizance of man's: socia1 nature and 1n view of the :
lmany social pleasures that so11c1t the patronage of our: members,

B -
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-ideais. ’
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this Convention reaffirms 1ts be11ef that as a rationai being

.. man is .social, and declareg that the gratification of the desire

_should. therefore tend to. inte11igence grace.and. character. We
" hereby enjoin upon our members that they make the League a social-
.centre and continue to prosecute with determination and vigor :
" a propaganda:in favor qf a social life in the community that
befits the Christian conception. that exto]s intelligent con-
. versation, studies in. soc1ology and civic 1ife, history and.
. -~kindred 11terary pursuits; a social Tife that scouts extravagance
" . and ‘immodésty in dress, which makes character rather than wealth
or social prestige the standard of merit, that finds rest and
recreation in those rational activities and enJoyments which
violate no law of physical ‘health, foster no- criminal passion
or propensity and imperils no young life; a social life which,
~ while it 1ightly and pleasantly engages the attention, w111

ennoble the soul, will chasten and hallow the nature, will
“dignify the personaiity, a social life which iterates-and
‘reiterates that’ men need all their mind. and’ strength for loving
'God and- to do man s work in the. wor]d

.In short, perfection was sought across the entire range of human

“act1v1ty 1nc1uding mind body and sp1r1t Aspiratlons were running

high what could the Epworth League and kindred other young peop]e s

‘soc1et1es offer 1n rea11ty? what kind of act1v1t1es did the 1eagues
_partic1pate in which wouid ensure rest and recreation through
~“‘rat10na1 act1v1t1es and enJoyments v1o]at1ng no law of phy51ca1
'fr health, and fostering no criminai pa551on to 1mper11 the young7 ..‘
vThe search for appropriate working definitions of such terms as‘
.,amusement and recreation 1n effect educated the Church to the advan-

':.1tages and drawbacks which might accompany more practica] invo]vement.

’ <.

,~But the desire to reconstructegnd shape soc1ety under Christian
b_ideais appeared immutabie and the soc1a1 gospe] prov1ded most

‘:‘importantly a mandate for some to put into practice such h1gh ot

\\\During the. first decade of the new century the we1ter of

' young peop1e s societies had become the hallmark of the church'
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4 seriouS,ﬂitemptﬁto.stamp the‘mark of a ChriStian'life upon a youthi
ful sOciety. The church chose a11 three basic options regarding the
:prov1Sion of recreation and recreationai amenitiest It developed
_and encouraged recreation and athletic programs within 1ts organiza-
tion, 1t used adopted schemes which wouid suppiement its religious
and. cu]tural teaching; and it also encouraged part1c1pat10n in. the
~'more Christian soc1a1, recreational organizations, such as the YMCA

and.the Boy: Scouts. Enthusiasm for the social gospe1 coaxed some

_’to attempt the former two options of direc 1nvolvement, seeing\no

need to use‘out31de agenc1es, such as the } CA,'if the church awakened
to. the growing recreational demands of Canali' boyhood .

The Presbyterian Pre-Assembiy Cong ess was aware of the
o 1mpuise modern society had fostered for sports which young peop]e

- 'were demanding and finding anywhere they cou]d A western contributor-

- to the Congress, and a stalwart .youth worker Rev. C A Myers, used

. the obv1ous preva]ence of sport coverage in daily newspapers to make
v h1$ case about commitment to change.-

One -question’ that .came up " for d1$¢U5$1on was whether they were
_giving enough space_to sports, and the unanimous conclusion ‘
~arrived at was thatf\qf they were-to meet the public demand for
- 'sports, they must give fifty per cent, more space than at present
And 1 suppose that newspaper gives just as much.space to sports
- .as any other paper in the city. I do not say that fifty per
- cent./more:would not be right; but I do- say that the. reader
determines what kind of paper he s to get

C If the newspaper editors and pub]ishers from the business
point of ‘view, wish to raise-the standards of their papers, I ..
appeal to you and.to myself. and to this great Congress to meet
them at-least half way.186 T |

Concerning the provision of recreational and sport opportunity within |

ff ung people s societies the church had to try ‘to. be at 1east

S
ooy
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| as 1ihera] asethe young audience ;t hoped to'servet-d
The denomihationS’chose'to’serve this impulse for ahmore

vigorous social Iife in a number of. ways" The most rational approach
_was to upgrade social programm1ng within the various young peop]e s
.'soc1et1es wh1eﬁ’was begun aggress1ve1y after the turn of the cen-
tury.  This'led to a modest acceptance and promot1on;of athletic -
associations~within‘the church. Inraddition,nclubs and associations
of a social nature including Boyszrigade'and Boy Scouts improved
'the1r soc1a1 programm1ng, but these more supervised programs empha-
sized substant1a11y less athlet1cs and gymnast1cs in preference for
Tower organ1zed activ1t1es such as h1k1ng and camp1ng The camp1ng
movement, for examp]e offered the church the opportun1ty to have
sports and games w1thin the list of act1v1t1es, but under qu1te con-
;trol]ed c1rcumstances. Such varied opportun1t1es formed the bas1c
pattern through wh1ch the denom;natlons cou]d provxde recreat1on i
or athlet1cs, and from t1me to time. most of them at 1east attempted
to do»so.» The CSET program_developed by the‘YMCA,,and‘1ater-cooper-
~ atively sponsored by thezchurch,-was bit]led as an ideal program
offering a hroader mandate-than athletics:alone.f'fhfs.program did
much to expose those not immediately ihvo]ved.in athletic programs d
e1ther through the church or community to acknow]edge ‘the phys1ca1
fs1de o:’]1fe. But the a1m of the church was. a1ways “higher than'_;

. recreation;. and not preeminently aimed at the body, but at the
{'-tsp1rit Tension was a1ways present Conservative churchmen be1ieved

:'that the church was "rather to’ pray than to amuse," and despite con-:i

cern those who cou1d support a more Ifberal view would grant that
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w187 and stii] yet the

..there was a "time to p1ay and a time to pray
| practical Christian" of the soc1a1 gospel might argue that play -
"may be as,necessary as to pray;“.a11 wou]d find the field of sport‘
an ooportune place to‘do‘battie over the saving of young souls.
During the first half decade of the twentieth century the

Anglican church was on1y s]ow]y giving pract1ca1 con51deration to
adopting liberal views on the place of_sports and amusements within .
the‘church. A number of current schemes were drawing_attention,

in particular the usefulness of the‘AYPA, formed‘in 1902, and other j
organizations which could cater'to more than just‘the spirituali
nature of the young bqy as:the institutional churches‘and church,;‘v
boys clubs had traditionally done;‘ Concerning'the iatter, its func-
'tion was-cieariy,.in theory and practice, of little athTeticIVaiue

~ to ybung bOys and men. Noting that the term "c]ub" 1nt1mated a

[oisel
vsoc1a1 orientation, one contributor to the Churchman wanted to set
the record straight by p01nt1ng out that in this country such organ-.'fl

e ——

1zations were not reaiiy deSigned for soc1a1 purposes._ The obJec-
tives of church clubs were for the most part, educative and operative

rather than social, and their,function,was tovFarrange,to discuss

at suitab]e intervals thOSe-larger questions of diocesan‘and inter-
‘ diocesan church interests which make for the upbui]ding of our great '

188

| communion." Although based on the pr1nc1p1e of prov1ding for ‘the

intel]ectual, socia] and phySicai weifare of 1ts membership, church '
~'1nstitutes and c1ubs were narrower in practice.l,89 'if -"( ‘;!f
As Anincans organized their young people s program 1n 1902 kg

the direction for the new AYPA was being discussed among Anglican



120

N

clergy. The consensus was that 1f programs were aimed at "51mp11c1ty
‘and fruga11ty" and avoided "a11 appearance of ojtentation or extra-f7/

vbvagance,“ they could. be ah eff1c1ent handmaiden to the church aﬁd

warrant the cont1nued support of church off1c1a1s.lgq

And what of
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew? - This sma11-organ1zation’had been
in‘existence for some tine and~itvcertain1y did not appear to pos-
sess the necessary attr1butes for plun;kng head]ong into organ1zed
ath1et1cs. Cons1derab1e read1ng and social serv1ce requ1rements
dominated its prescr1beg act1v1t1es, and adm1ssaon to 1ts ranks was
‘ resﬁricted.' Many.found these‘harsh ru]es'of’servtce so demanding,
requiring,both cpmmunity and.hospitai work»for example, that they'

- could not always be TivedVUp to. 191

It was the Brotherhood of.St
’Andrew, however which 1ed the way, show1ng that devout Ang]1can1sm
and recreat1on and athlet1cs were not\tncompatlble
| By the turn of the century Tocal Ottawa churches had developed

an 1ncreas1ng 1nterest and competency 1n the sport1ng pursu1ts of

the area,_espec1a11y hockey, baseball, track and f1e1d,“and the
~ local chapter.ofﬁthe Brotherhood'hit'upon the'somewhat novel idea of
estabT1sh1ng a common ath]et1c association w1th1n the - Angl1can church
to further 1mprove the Tevel of compet1t1on among 1ts communion, and
 to ensure that these various sports rema1ned within the bounds of °

, propriety Apparently the idea was not tota]ly new, but a c1ty-w1de
'bama19amat1on for athlet1c purposes of church athletic orgaﬁizat1ons ﬂ
_phad yet to be. rea11zed by any denomination in.any region The a
'Ang11can Amateur Athletic Association wis about'to become a‘rea1ity. .

rs
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The Canad1an Churchman carr1eﬂ the events with a certain

1nterest and opt1m1sm as they unfolded The first notice of 1nten-’
tion appeared dur1ng the 1906 w1nter sporting season. o

- The local Counc11 of the Brotherhood of St Andrew has formulated
a scheme for organizing athletic associations in connection with
the Bible classes and Sunday-schools of the city. The scheme, -
it is understood, is in successful operation in Hamilton, and
"ih'many cities_in the States, and the resu]ts have been d1st1nct-
1y gratifying.192 . ) o =

Adopt1on of this scheme 1n Ottawa would mark a new d1rect1on for-the

Ang]1can church, if such an idea was who]]y acceptable to ‘the 1oca1

dioceses, whose approval was necessary. The Canadian Churchman was
enthusiastic, a1though the plan was untried and perheps not gener-
ally agreeab]e.“However, specific outcomes were expected if the
—;plan were approved.'
_Each church that will ca-operate will, as far as possible,
“provide its own quarters with such gymnastic appliances as are
- practicable, and with games, etc., and by this means it is
éxpected that not only will the boys and young men of each par1sh
become better acquainted with and more interested in one another,
and an attraction offered to draw outsiders within the influence
of the Church, but-a friendship and friendly rivalry will be ‘
fostered between the several churches through matches and con-
tests in various lines of sport and ath1et1cs 193
The reaction of the local area.churchesrto the scheme was favourable
~and several formed athletic associations for participation in this
new'org@nization, the Anglican Amateur Athletic Association.(AAAA).
" Mr. Frank Beard, first pres1dent of the AAAA, and Tocal
Ottawa sport enthus1ast1 summar1zed the va]ue such an 1nnovat1ve |
program could offer to Ang]1can youth, while out11n1ng the aims of
the Assoc1at1on.: | |

F1rst to 1nd1cate in a11 members, and particular]y the boys,
the v1ta1 importance of cleanliness in the truest and highest



sense of the word, as 1t is felt. by a]] that if our boys are
clean in their sports- they will, in later years, be clean,
~upright and honest in whatewer path of 11fe§;he¥angx/thoose-to
follow. Second, to inculca®e in all members’, and~each parish
in the.city of Ottawa, and its immediate vicinity of. Athletic
Associations composed of boys and- young men, such associations
to have, as far as possible, ,having gge,peﬁgrd to local condi-

tions, a uniform constitution. Third{ to promote. a friendly
_ r1va1ry between the. sévera] parochial associations by arrang-

ing a.series of matches in as many branches of sport as possible,
thus creating an esprit de corps amongst the young men and boys"

of each of the clubs belonging to the several churches, H1ch
I fear, has existed but 11tt1e, 1f at all, in the past

Seven. churches organiZed ath]et1c assoc1at1ons and were represented
dur1ng the first yearyof operation. The f1rst season's §'prts in-
cluded baseball, softball (both»senior and junior); crossfcoUntry
running matches, and hockey. The harrier ciubs,“for“cross-country
running, completed their schedule in two‘stages,;springvand fall,
By late September the harr1er clubs were at last contend1ng for the
trophies in this sport. Four runs had been completed in the spring,
and again due to its larger congregation and ability to draw players
from a Targer selection, St. Matthews was leédﬁng'the senior fie]d\
(15 and over) However, St. John's, a new add1t1on to the AAAA was
runn1ng a close second, wh1éh he]ped to keep 1nterest keen, and Al]
Sa1nts led the junior boys (14 and under).lgs' -

‘The final runs'were'comp1eted-in.October, and_thefe was
really no doubt that St. Matthews wou]d capture both'jﬁnior and
senior harrier trophies. Keep1ng a compet1t1ve ba1ance among the |

- various clubs posed a prob]em for the nas&eni organzation. The

~?Canad1an Churchman reported most of the details, which showedxthat

member clubs were not over]y concerned .about” the domination of St.

Matthews the first year. *1In the end, however,_St,,Matthews boys
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have captured both trophies bngood 1eads In sp1te of this the ,E
lhﬁ-other c]ubs d1d not 1ook upon the v1ctors as. 1nvinc1b1e by any means,b
’ on. the contrary, more than one of the1r competttors has a]ready

announced that they w111 have a much harder f1ght to fepeat the

'tr1ck next year “1961

~

~The. f1rst year s harr1er hunt had proved an
'enormous success w1th eventua]]y n1ne paroch1a1 clubs part1c1pat-
“1ng, th1rty-two sen1or and forty n1ne Jun1or members, 1n a tota1 of

Eeh ”e1ght separate runs, spr1ng and fal] 197

i

f;iif”ffi~ The hockey season fol]owed 1n January and thls most popu]ar =
’73_{1sport 1nc1uded three 1eve15 of - compet1tion, sen1or, 1ntermediate

\and JUntor 7 Interest in the Ath1et1c Assot1at10n swe]]ed as. the

. 'ompetltions proved to be not on1y entertain1ng but reasonably COm-

.iiqi et1tive ag we]], with membershlp est1mated at between four and f1ve
198

'5f,,ﬁhundred:partic1pants by the end of that year The mandate of the _f7;

,Ath}et1c Assoc1at1on d1d not centre ent1re1y around athﬁetlc pl;y
1nvo1Ved an 1nvestment in t1me and energy by the membersh1p and o
A~ffdcers, to ?rrange for const1tutiona1 and monetary "ecesswt1es, %:,;

lregu1ar meetmngs and soc1a1 funct1ons to su1t the season. Neverthe-

“-¥§;'1ess,‘coord1natvon of such a c1ty-w1de‘undertak1ng as the Ang]1can A

.fAmateur Athletic Associat1on of Ottawa requwred alT the usua1
& outrements of amateur ath1et1cs of'the day--rules, badges, ban- |

'ph1es, and team photographs Each member club proud]y
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;required and to report back to the membership of the particuiar
.'church or to the association 1tse1f There was a constant bustTe
of committee*\\b keep thTS Targe association running smoothTy.l?g

) Since a Tong hockey season required con51derab1e equipment
j and costly rink time, the probTem of. phy51ca11y providing these 1
nece551t1es was Teft to the 1ngenu1ty of the members A favoured
.form of fund raising was the public variety or. minstrel show _For_“

R

one such undertaking.between 51xty and seventy boys from the various

member cTubs rehearsed for weeks to ensure that the v1ce-rega1 |

,patronage which had been grac1ously extended to the upcoming per- '

formance at, the Tocal RusseTT Theatre,. woqu not be disapp01nted

Such h1gh patronage was not new to the res1dents of the Ottawa area,.

nevertheless sale of advance tickets was reported brisk ow1ng to ‘

this patronage.zo_o- | ',:‘f: _' R ".;;’;;‘: e ;{ R -
‘The performance, enhanced by the presence of the Governor- L

General was warmTy recorded in the pages of the Canadian Churchman

"The entertainment given in the RusseTl Theatre Tast Thursday
night. -under v1ce-rega1 patronage,. for the. purpose of raising -
' funds with which to provide hockey rinks for the boys of the o
“Anglican '‘Amateur Athletic Association.was a pronounced success, Bk
- the "house" ‘being one of the largest that" ever’ gathered. in- the . S
_ capitaT to patronize -an amateur performance. . .. ‘. The Association.i' Lo
' netteg a satisfactory sum for the excellent object it had in L
v1ew. R : | . S

The: attendance of the Governor GeneraT was a1so believed to have R
‘contributed strongly to the success of the fund raising drive. The':m)
”iathletic season ended with a moonlight excursionuup the Ottawa River

-202

- some thirty miles by steamer. By contrast this was a. serene

'htending to a hectic year. :
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Nith the opening success of the Ottawa AAAA topics such as.
- athlétics and recreation were discussed more frequently within the
iAnglicanTchurch, The Ottawa St. George s AYPA for example, devoted
’ onefofnitS'regularvmeetings entirely_to_the subject’of the ?Chr1st1an

203 Within'a‘few'years:of-the'formation of the AYPA

and Amusement . "
“the Ang]ican church showed an encouraging degree of enthu51asm for
a broader attack on the young boy problem. As one editorial noted,

"Inte11ectua1 study and impro¥ement, and even amusement in due pro-v,

-

'-portion to higher ends are not out of keeping w1th the A Y. P A.

‘ ,aims,“zq

_ which 1nd1cated a loosening of constraints to allow the -
: Lorganization to be more than a‘handmaiden to the church The

| :Brotherhood of St. Andrew, under whose 1n1tiatives the AAAA was
._formed remained an elite organization claiming only 270 sen1or
'Jand 65 Junior chapters in Canada 1n 1907 w1th a total membership

of 3000 men and boys.zl05

0bv1ous with 400 participants 1n hockey
}alone AAAA teams were drawing membership not on]y from the Brotherhood
vof St Andrew but also- from the Anglican Young Peop]e s Assoc1ation
or from the congregation at Targe : Ay ‘( e _“' o

bﬁ? s The die seems to°have been cast for the AAAA program during

| that first year.of operation In subsequent years activ1t1es fol-
Towed much the same. pattern of contests, banquets concerts and the

tperennia] domination of St. Matthews church in most of the events.

The 1909 season was typica] the Canadian Churchman again carrying

i the sa]ient details, but by this point in time the Anglican Amateur ;‘

;a,AthTetic Association was not as newsworthy, though what reporting :af:

'there was of its activities was done with Tingering enthusiasm.f The R
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i; redoubtable St. Matthews church assoc1at10n won most of the prizes -
1nc1ud1ng both the senior and Jun1or harr1ers and baseba11 troph1es;.
and the Jun1or hockey trophy In keep1ng Nlth the broader v1ew of |
the social as we]l as the ath1et1c 1ntent behind these Ang]1can fj-
lleagues the assoc1at1on ended the year with a concert and play,.i
"wh1ch was reported to have been costumed, stagedu and acted by the
ath]etes 206 V h
The date of the: cap1tu1at1on of the organ1zat1on rema1ns
specu1at1ve, but probably this organ1zat;3n\went the same route as
did so many other athletic assoc1at1ons aff111ated w1th the church
As shown by the national surveys carrled out by Methodlst and
,:Presbytertan churches cooperat1ve1y dur1ng the peraod 1913 - 1916
‘many of the better 1eague teams were encouraged to Join c1ty 1eagues |
' f_where h1gher 1evels of compet1t1veness cou]d be enaoyed From the ];\Fz'i
outset however, ‘the Assoc1at1on was rather loose1y organ1zed wlth
"1nd1v1dua1 church teams withdrawing and reentering during the sport- u":aif;
1ng season e1ther because they were not competit1ve or they were .?f..°n
| unab]e to continue to field a. team The onset of the F1rst Horld-_“
vwar, too, may have contr1buted to the dec11ne in 1nterest for the»ﬂe
'Assoc1at1on.. Certa1n1y th1s was true of young men s B1ble and

Sunday. schoo1s and young people 'S soc1et1es in the Presbyter1an

S hurchv where the outbreak of the war was, reported to have causedf}
207

"~a reduct1 ' by some 200 c1ubs and 9000 members. However, the f

y;Association ' emed to have been in decline before that periodlfndfzjf‘”’

‘1t would be easy.to overstate the 1mpact of the war on it. 208 4/




The Angiican church may have been slower to provide an

' _;organized structured approach to so]v1ng the young boy probiem,.‘

| bbut the church fell behind the efforts of the Brotherhood and sup-
o ported the AAAA I fact the nascent organization received the |
7gendorsement of the Bishop of the Diocese and the Clerical Guild 209
_.During this period all denom1nations, Anglican Methodist and i
e‘Presbyterian, turned their efforts towards the young boy problem
‘and a]lowed many ath]etic assoc1at10ns and church ath]etmc‘ciubs |
to operate w1thin\the church ‘ ,".'«:%Q: | = 1.,1 - j--.§S§<\ N

In -the. Toronto area a number of church .clubs, for exampie‘

o the Methodist Young Men s Assoc1atJon were avaiiabie to young

- Methodists This assoc1ation was organized c1rca 1900 as Mr R N.;

i Eaton, Seventh Pre51dentﬂof the Assoc1ation, took the Chair for “fﬂf -

'.fthe 1907 season. while Eaton espoused the v1ew that the ten o-clock

:':SU“day morning class “should be the backbone of the Assoc1ation s :” m

‘ mwork for the deve]opment of Christian manhood "210 in practice there '

was much more going on to encourage sports and amusements which many
}beeiieved contributed significantly to Christian manhood as’ we]]
x*The executive of the—MYMA soc1a1 committee encouraged crokinoTe and

-carpet-bai] as suitable activities for young people but deSpite

.unpredictable weather, hockey was the prime interest of Assoc1ation ;' |

: fmembers during the winter months., 1jﬂ“ff1?f o R
e Another Toronto organization the Brotherhood of St. Paul

. ]aof Annette Street Church was also keenly 1nterested in hockey.” This

v”;f.society organized by Rev. T E E Shore fn 1902 was particuiar]y

':ff,aggressive and its 100 or so memberf,enjoyed the benefits of the‘_

127,
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1work of 1ts various committees inciuding a Christian manhood com- e
- [bﬁmittee a skating rink committee, a social committee, an. ath]etic :
. ‘Wicommittee, and a iiterary and debating committee.?11 The skating

rink was their most honoured achievement thanks particuiarly to »

F

s S
. ~F -/‘

the - sustained interest of Rev Shore.“ Th1S sense of achievement
was ev1dent in the reporting of 1ts brief history. ,;'

: What was once. simp1y a 1arge hole in the ground beSide the
church -has - SInce been .levelled and fenced in’ for use as a. e
skating rink. ‘Though it cost:about $1,000 to. accomplish this,,~’
~ yet owing to the relentless. efforts of Rev. T. E. E. Shore, a-
-~ former pastor of the. church the undertaking was pushed through
L to a successfu1 1ssue T Pt PO S DR
Anyone Visiting the place now wou]d find an. up-to date )
skating rinkin Toronto Junction, 1it by hundreds - of incandes-:-; L
~cent electric lights, making the scene a veritable fairyland, =
. yet, withal operated within the: pa]e of the church and Christian_
:'influence--no smoking,sno swearing, a11 who1esome -

iv At about the time the Brotherhood was first formed Shore had stated ,€~
his conViction about the potentiai value of a more phySicaiiy activetiilf,‘j
‘church program-: "Nhat a work for the Church to do—-the w1nning of
young men from wor1d1y inf]uence, the equipment of their 1ives for }tﬁr:-}ﬁ
S soc1a1 serVice the deve]opment of character, menta1 mora] and

muscu]ar.“?}3

Shore S 1nf1uence can: be seen 1n the Brotherhood S
l assessment of the value of such an undertaking to the community and
to the future ‘pb L ':, vz“' w _‘> ' * : L ' _‘i _ i N
_ The Brotherhood operators of the rink felt they couid offer B
their rink Ss\a\pf%ctical example of an innovative socia1 phiiosophy,i_i}'

o One thousand people may se seen upon the ice on a Saturday S
.'~evening.'.;.,.f,;- et e . '

SO “"There is. another rink a little farther doun the street, R
.- said Mr, -Ewens, ! "and it s fully twice the size'of ours. Yet, . .
_g_strange to say, ours gets the patronage., They have a band ‘ever)




o129

night while we: are cTosed on Monday and Nednesday, to maintain
‘quietness during club and prayer-meetings. Ours s often black
with people, when theirs is.scarcely -attended by anyone.. 1

“believe ‘it i because our rink 1s operated under Christian in-
fiuences,"v _ _

LA . . . f -
Vi : ‘

‘ Such beiiefs woqu be capabie of carrying the soc1a1 gospe1 and
ﬁ”;:physical recreation to even greater heights o ‘

Summer athTetics were a]s‘ part of the Brotherhood S curric- ;;%‘

v}uium for deveioping a. Christian “anhood The benefit of such act1v1-..‘§ E

' ,ties was deemed 1nva1uab1e 1n directing the boy s attention to the ~,k ~i‘7‘i

i5church. Nith the- construction of 51x court f:ear-the church tennis a

f-became the particular 1nterest dur' : the summer and this new o

;;faC111 v was kept extremei‘ﬂ""gzls*e *-'i_ R T
The Alpine/CT/b“ot Cobourg Methodist Church Cobourg,_J?»J
fﬁrfOntario, had s?milar soc1a1 and athietic goa]s in v1ew when 1t was'
jfi,'gformed in the faTT of fki4 It was organized forwthe promotion of
‘fcomradeship among the boys and young men characterized by a high
_moraT tone . To accomplish this, a Targe part of the program was 'afffﬁ:ui,fﬁ
Z;iffdevoted to ath]etic act1v1ties ‘fo:f f;'? J}.l!*;f j}g'sz'i'fh;ff~;77}€{
| The club has hockey, baSebalT and basket ball teams which o

v'pTay good, clean: games. “In 1915. ‘they ‘won’ the Junior Championshipv;g,liii
. of-the. Inter Church Base-ba11 League of Cobougg 216 : '

' tf'There were other benefits besides the laureis of the fieid One was

";:fthat interest by the boys in the activities of the church was sus-';:

i.tained consequentTy its weekiy Thursday c1ub meetings were weT]

{ﬂi'Qattended For their diiigence, the members were treated to a socia] 5.5tf93

"°ﬁfevery second month to which Tadies could be invited

ffAs'a direct

resuTt of the success of the_c1ub three other church cTubsTwere




130 -

' -formed '»Membership'Was not'restricted'to those of the‘Methodist"-

S faith this more chmenica1 approach to church-oriented ath1et1cs ;'

'Lwas being adopted by the denominations to further the work of

B 17,
rescu1ng young Chriqtian men\from wor1d1y contam1nations.217§ :

' ,' .
One obs rveq of boys c1ub work had an optimistic v1eWp01nt

"about the poten 1a1 benefits to accrue from active promot on of

f‘ .'boys c]ubs w1t 1h the Ang]ican church and by the use of phy51ca1 '

recreation in particular'

RO

, To summarize -Ahe. Boys C]ub at: the Church can form the;
‘Tink’ betweena boy's religion and his. everyday life, It can -
" enlist his interest and service for- his Church in his youth. .
.""In"cases of. parenta1 neglect it can.be made a great:force to. . .-
“-‘keep the" boy in better ways, and also show. him that somebody» -
- "is interested in him. It can.do: its bit towards inculcating
- a respect for religion and help to remove the friction betweeni
~ . the social classes. “Its phy51cal work gives it a share in- .
i -;-_v'raising ‘the . phy51que ot only of the commun1ty, but of Canada;
. and:in ra151ng a’ generation physically:fit, and: which would be
- ran asset.if ever-again the ca]l shou]d cqme to f1ght for Right '
“"and our Empire.-. v , ARt S

R By ‘the' training giveh by games well and proper]y p1ayed
- that Anglo-Saxon:spirit of fair play will be 1ncu1cated and"
= your Church. Club may be made a centre of -patriotism, true sport,
rfe1lowship and Christian1ty among the boys who w111 be men '
to-morrow. 18. _ _ , L

"T_LNhiie some church c]ubs catering to o]der men and boys preferred a
m good 1ounge with fireplace, deep easy chairs and b11liard tables
i:fand an adJoining cafeteria," most preferred more active phySical

219 5

"ﬂtrecreation The St Luke s Men s Club Ninnipeg; fOr example,\;f

‘rf‘ in 1925 was debating the merits of reentering the various Winnipeg"\.)

\:

-fi leagues for activities which it was particu1ar1y interested 1n, ‘;il].

”f{fname1y bow11ng and biliiards.??o The junior boys of the church

fjf;practiced a. gymnastic disp1ay for a demonstration before hundreds;; :3; L

R



n'f;?j4ff e e s o R _”L,_Md' Ll -13i=g

'of 1nterested parents. _Under the direct1oﬁ of the Church Gym ’\ ";/'Ti

_th1rector Garfield Nhite, s1xty boys between the ages of 9 and 13 o

o gave one such impress1ve demonstrat1on. S

'\

‘J‘
H

Items on: the programme 1nc1uded phys1ca1 tra1n1ng, Ch1nese o

maze’ wonders,»pyram1ds, ‘rélay ‘races, buck-the-buck, high. Jump-‘
"'ing for senior and junior boys, horse and mat work, boxing, = .

fencing, pole vaulting,. the concluding. item being a basketball -

.game: between -the Gym team and the St Luke S wo1f Cub team, '
'_,the score- end1ng in a t1e, 4- 4 221 N

3 Gymna51um work waS‘a popu1ar 1tem thh the younger boys.

' \\ || S1m11ar work was carrﬁed on in Calgary s recent]y bu11t St

jStephen S Memor1a1 Ha11 wh1ch had been constructed to accommodate

"fsoc1a] gather1ngs 1n xhe large hal] conta1ned 1n the basement
: \ .

'lmbut wh1ch needed ‘a few a]terations 1n erder to accommodate actlve

gtsports such as basketba11

?_Recent1y %he equ1pment for basketba11 has been 1nsta11ed and
.| .the dron. p11]ars ‘have padded” coverings: wh1ch were made. especially’
1% for them when any games are.in progress. Here 1arge c1asses
,‘]:of boys -and g1r1s meet. bi. week]y for their scout gu1de and

W A act1v1t1es v S e
_ Between the Ha11 and the Church the A Y P. A are erectlng
tenn1s courts which will: be ready for this season [3 p1ay

‘amwrre be:ng erected routinely as part of the church structure, their

'Vimportance recognized as an e1ement in church work

IR The Boys Brigade g ?

another form of organization at the f"

'f‘d1sposa1 of the church but one which 1t did‘not find particu]ar]y

'l-féppealing The reasons\for~re3eet4: .

=

';fmportant because they 1ndicate some of the priorities whichkwheexs

ar anization are

C hurch felt 1n reso]ving the young boy problem._ This form of boys

fff_association was of British origin and.stressed mi]itary sty1e ?f?"

y the mid 19205 tennis Iawns adJo1ned most par1shes, and gymnasiums L
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:disc1p11ne._ First established in 1883 and pr1mari1y a re1ig1ou5'
“;smovement, it was never widely acclaimed 1n this country At 1ts o )
zenith 1n 1897 on]y 88 companies were: operating within the Dom1n10n.223d}'
: By 1907 this number had dropped con51derab1y to approx1mate1y twenty
,companies aff111ated with the denominations. . - '

Under the 1nfiuence of a growing nationaiism at the turn of
" the century, and the subsequent promotion of the Strathcona trust —
_there was. a’smail movement by ‘some churchmen to revive the fading

Boys' Brigade with 1ts miiitary rubr1c However the move. was
) re51sted because the sty]e of organization was believed to be in-
‘appropriate for the Canadian mentality.' Th1S was. despite some good;l“:
~_. features A1though paramiiitaristic, the styie of the organization:,
‘E was deep]y religious as we11 and demanding strict ru1es of serv1ce.;-

f_In the British Brigade moreso than in. the Canadian sports piayed

oan essent1a1 roie where 1t was 1mportant to maintain a "right atti--;_ /f/"‘

.Ttude towards athietics," and where recreation was to- contribute to

224

‘.the disc1p11n1ng of character.". LIn Canada athletics was not :

"?f_stressed to the ‘same. extenf part1a11y due to a gehera] lack of

:ffconcern for athietics in church 11fe and a1so to the belief that

.."in Canada the code of honor 1n sport 1s shockingly be]ow standard "f;
“.~4The program offered instead a number of practical departments in-_ L

: itCTUd’"Q 1ife sav1ng and first aid ones which seemed to comp]ement T
*t'sits mi]itaristic f1are.‘ To. replace ath]etics one organizer remarkedi.ﬁ
[};that for. “training in mental aiertness as we11 as providing an e
veff;excelient system of light gymnastics without any thought of gym-‘

’bj :nastic, we t00k up army signa]]ing "225 The Brigade stressed many
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 of the act1v1ties found favourabie ‘to the Boy Scouts 1nc1ud1ng

'hiking, swimming and of course the all 1mportant uniform a "recog- ‘

¥

}nized vaiue in produc1ng the right spirit of disc1phne."226 “More-

. over, those who suppOrted the Brigade and the Boy Scouts alike,
‘sometimes did so to "secure the value of outdoor sport w1thout the _:
feverish excitement of the cruder games. "227 | |

| In the fina] Judgment the Boys' Brigade fei] 1nto obscurity
‘on this continent while the. Boy Scouts’ Tose beyond highest- exp ta-

tions. One’ rev1ewer of church recreation summed up the history 0

A

the Church Lad's Brigade,
. This wésF51mp1y an- adaptation of the old volunteer system, a e'//
- number of cadet’ corps.. There is no doubt, whatever, that in
their time they did qu1te excellent work. * Physical drill,
miiitary training and discipline are doubtless good things in -
their way, and may be turned to excellent account.. The old
brigades failed in that they were too miiitaristic, -they. relied
more on discipline and training than on seiZing on the peculiar
. characteristics of boyhood, of which more must be said later. . -
. It may be mentioned that the- movement never spréad much outside
of England, and it is-doubtful if more than a very few units v
ever were-in existence in Canada,. and they are. certainly not .in
existence now. We may, indeed, dismiss the subject at once.
Excellent in their day they have somewhat outgrown their use--
fulness; perhaps, merely the fash%on has changed or perhaps
}vsomething better has been found :

An a]ternative was suggested the Boy Scouts an: alternative which

- on. more than one occa51on was the;ch01ce of thinking c]ergy in |
Canada due to the1h¥preference for something other than organized”"

' ath]etics._ | L o y e o - V

| Accompanying the rise og/the young peop1e s society and a;';g

“more systematic approach to the young boy prob1em was the campingi’ J

movement Reiigious education was teaching that the boy had physi-'

v'cal as we11 as: menta1 and spiritua1 facu1ties requiring attention,‘:fk'i"'
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'and the summer camp prov1ded church boys' workers with an opportunity o
to address alt three aspects 51multaneously and in a controlled

_setting. The camp movement was 1nterrupted by the war, but even-

.tually all denominations established regional or prov1nc1al church

camps, and the phy51cal activ1t1es planned by the churches for boys

. during their two week holiday were an 1mportant part of its progres-

51ve work , .
 Rev. E' W. Forbes from Dartmouth Nova Scotia, was. an av1d

-; boys' worker In an address written for<the Canadian Epworth Era he

;3ioutlined briefly two maJor components of hhs philosophy towards the
»_young boy problem the boys club and the boys summer camp The'
boys’ club de51gned for the 1mprovement of- "minds manners morals‘
'and muscle," had act1v1t1es centered around the gymna51um and ath-

o letics on Sunday afternoons.zgg‘ Concerning the Boys' Brigade, Forbes ud:

R

- had thlS opinion

'fAs far as drill organizations are concern , my only actual
experience has been. in connection with the s' Life Brigade.
This secures all. the. disciplinary benefits of drill without - :
incurring the risk of fostering unduly the militaxy spirit. T
Squad drill witholit the use of arms, ambulance and stretcher :
.work, -and ‘exercise in- the saving of 1ife from. fire and. water
. - comprise the regular work of the brigade, and to these y be -
" added -such features as seem desireable. for the promotiorr bf its
- :obJect which is the- development of strong Christian manhoo 230

| *The other type of activity Forbes recommended for the development 0, 8

e a strong Christian manhood was the summer camp.,

Forbes had been in charge of four such camps established by

7“;.ing with the special emphasis the YMCA placed on phy51cal develop-'-‘"’f'~‘?:

:’h;ment sports and games abounded The plan was rather a. simple one--',.J :

<y o



S A RN 135

“find competent71eaders and assiStants, thenfﬁenter into“the b:}‘
,; lsports and games, win their friendship, seek to exempiify religion
.before their boy friends in. ali theiruintercourse w1th them, and
0‘\\ generally succeed 1n w1nn1ng them to Christ "231 ‘Many games wereg
; ‘\1ndulged in: baseba]] footba11 and hare-and- hounds formed the- |
stapie amusements, and to these were added as required, swimming,.y.
rowing, sa111ng and tug-of—war The motto of the camp was“"Remember

: Jesus-C rist'"232

Camp act1v1ties abounded but Forbes anaTy51s of
the1r socﬁad worth was noticeably absent of any soc1a1 gospel rhet-,
oric at this eariy date. But with their’tenac1ously ordered routine, |
‘such camps were to become commonp]ace for the denominations.

\ .
One: such ekamp]e was . the Anglican church camp at Gamesbridge, o

" Ontario, a property\purchased a]ong Lake Simco 1n 1910 Th1S camp
was estab11shed as was the case with a11 den0minationa1 camps to-.
‘serve the needs of the‘various boy $ ch01rs, Sunday sch001 assoc1a-‘r
tions, clubs and Brotherhoods of the denomrnation. Their purpose
was clear as shown by dhe captions addre551ng the t0p1c of church o
camps dn denom1nat10na1 periodical literature They were prov;ding
a soiution to’ the prabiem of summer time vacation. for youngsters-. a'
"Practical christianity‘in\the Summertime “233_:» | |
v - The routine at such camps was hardly unrestrained' up at

d51x thirty, rising exercises a quick dip and then off to breakfast
Next, Bible study in. the early morning followed by swimming or .
igames for an hour, and again for two hours in 1ate afternoon before v

'._f supper, or th1S time was taken up by a boating, walking or dr1v1ng

excursion. Interspersed were the usuai inspections, and of course, o



'was at n1ne thirty.

",no tobaccg/gas allowed at camp, not even by v1swtors Lights out"

234 , ' -.g’f"*

°

Rey. J "E. Gibson was capta1n of the camp and‘ nder his
&

‘direction there were§p1enty of athletic activities for the young

RN

For boys under twe]ve the act1v1t1es 1ncluded f1fty yard dash

)

whee]barrow race, stand1ng broad Jump, and three-legged race, and

- the same\for boys under f1fteenh w1th the dash being 100 yards

Senjor boys could try thelcha11eng1ng 200'yard raCe

. Besides foot-

ball (probably soccer) and basehall box1ng was encouraged for

Angldcan youth.

In the Eng11sh trad1t1on, th1s was seen as a man]y

act1v1ty and a contr1butor to strong character if he]d under care-

ful

J

. o
trol, a]though the more evange11ca1 denom1nat1ons (espec1a11y,'(

_ Pres yter1an) denounced box1ng,because it d1d not meet the test of

mora} standards app11ed to amusements.

/
/

236

Supporters of the. camp1ng movement and the church S ThVO]VEV

_ment in it §ought spec1f1c benef1ts of ath]et1c act1v1ty.

the true fundamentals of athletic contests and different games

Under the 1deE1 1eadersh1p [understood to .be the church],
are presented. Here for the first time.some of the boys are . .

“taught what team work and team. p]ay means. It is not a direct }
. teaching, but they rea11zed that if their team is to win, - they . "

must. assist and co-operate with the other fellow. This is one .
of the important lessons necessary- in every parish, and when.’
it is inculcated in the boy at cam 51t certainly. w111 -make htm

a better 1nd1v1dua1 in his par1sh

The

-waS

higher purposes of such act1v1t1es were often repeated There

a place for sports and games. N1thin this sett1ng, but the. socia]

' gospe1 message,dtﬁat to play may be: as 1mportant as to pray, was

submerged

13
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' At the 1925 annua1 Brotherhood of St Andrew convention heid "h
"}i?fin winnipeg,,A. R ~Shea-Butcher, representative of the GBRE BOys
l lnwork Councii outiined an Angiican ‘camp poiicy which: showed tha%hin
some quarters the social gospei passion was not subsid1ng.~ "I have
ca]ied it the 'New Attitude. Perhaps I shouid pave said 'The |
'”Awakening of the Church to a reaiization of the 1mportance of tak-
o 1ng a more active interest in the every-day 11fe of her . boys."238
VﬁShea-Butcher understood the reasons which helped to bring about this
' awakening.- Most of those he C1ted were - by now a. generatiBn oid the
'"ioss of young manhood from the front ranks of the church, espec1a11y
those aged I4 - 20 the graduai recognition that the contemporary
;-man demands that his reiigion be a partsof his 1ife and ‘the beiref :
' that future generations wou]d deSire an even cioser harmony, the
“{v;wider acceptance by the church that 1t has a socia] respon51biiity
'7as weil as a gospei to prociaim-fand the need for a baianced programv;yv'
i.in order to produce desired nationai eff1c1ency. Shea Butcherqiecom-v*,
;. mended'the CSET program, suppiemented of course by the use. of a

: .iiberai camp poiicy.?39 o o -I;I‘f :aﬂ if; Fat}vb“‘gihit';'_.*:“;

The desire of social gospeiiers to serve the impuise for a iQJ:L'J

-_more vigorous social 1ife within‘the diverse ciubs, brotherhoods

l_f and athletic associations drew a mixed response from the denomina- f{:“;ij

B fhtions.‘ The more evangeiicai churches the Methodist and Presbyterian, o

iffsupported the early invo]vement with structured weekday programming

“ffff~uithin the church in order to provide a suitabie alternative for

'“oung boys;f

Hhile the evangelical commitment dictated more direct




'jgames, particularly within the Presbyterian church which held more
_stubbornly to its traditional assessment that "there is a tendencyi‘
at present to devote altogether too much time to amusements on the;rn .

part of many young people.f240

Methodists and Anglicans were more‘
vphilosophically able to accept a legitimate place for sports and S
games. Anglicans, in particular, being familiar with British stories;ip
,of “muscular Christianity,“ accepted athletic games as a part of

‘ normal adolescent development although theywere slow to organize

_ denominational youth programs. Methodist clerics proved a helpful v

clergy by not only giving spiritual support tv‘ ethodist athletic ’f' TN

'endeavours but also by providing\a//a flmeasure-of-practica] initia_*:

itive as well ,Q ﬁ=;_'u _' ‘_f,jpsuna N

'f?Canadian_StandardoEfficiencygTrainingr'.'“T'

A}l denominations were 1nstrumental 1n molding the CSET pro-.vnzf

'fié"ggram first developed by the YMCA and offered to the various provin-1 '

--}cial Sunday school associations for their\consideration.i The program ff:f,
”-.:was strongly recommended to Presbyterian teachers and boy leaders s

1gnot only in Sabbath schools, but/aithin young people s societies

"jgenerally..f} The response uas modestly favourable., By 1923 413 _:;;1*5’
"'CSET programs were»reported in operation in Sunday schdols alone,

:'exclud{ng those using a partial program.%f2 fIf the ideal of the

| ;fdenomination was a balanc,d:program, then the CSST met at least basic
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“éThus a four fold program emerged from this ideal life of Christ which
| stressed these four essential aspects of 1ife the inteiiectuai
;‘che physicai the reiigious, and Christian serv1ce. According to

Horne, who a551sted i deveioping the format associating the spiri- -

7":i'tua1 with thg other aspects of the program.(inc1udin9 the Phy51C31)

:::was 1ntegra1 to its purpose. gi}nf

| Now each- aspect of this four foid life should be related to
God. -~ When 50 related, it becomes - spiritual as: Paul” ciear]y

T M;teaches regarding the physical:side of our. nature in Romans

o 12 1-2, . "Present your bodies-a living sacrifice holy. accept—'
" able. to God ‘which-is. your spirituai service " when -all -sides.”
of human iife are thus related to God we have the spirituai Pl

A ‘man complete in al] his being.243

dardized symmetry was be]ieved to be the best remedy fod ado]es-

\}“\V/cent quirkiness" and tests and charts were devised 1n a11 four t;

' h-tdance, moruing watch or daiiy Bib]e study, history of religion, and

:5{=£The seryice~standard concentrated onﬁthe boy in re]ation to his»; o
‘i*ff*community and his country, with a uide variety of objectiveSirangingﬁ;
'fff:jfrom increased member'hip}in church organizations, to:the three Cﬂ

?fd?:;campaign--c]ean speech;i;:ean sports. clean habit

'*-ment

fwas eVident in the standard requirements.v For the inte11ectua1
3ﬁh1ng, educationai iectures educationa1 trips and co]]ections obser- ;; U
' ,vation and woodcraft outiined the basic topicsof’concern,? The 3

_iﬁ,reiigiods standard natura]iy 1nc1uded church and Sunday schooi attenQJ*

' uiturai objectives such as: music poetry,‘art and aatural history

4_quadrants of the pian, to even out unbalanced adoiescent deveiop- ;.ut»"

244 o _”°. o

]

n*‘.

The social ambition behind the rationaie for the program

:\fstandard eareer pians, sex education pubiic speaking,f:ﬂ_;g.ffijf#:;y.,’
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oA

ftpersonal and community service, and requ1red the study of heroes of

245’

church service and study of the government of the nation fIts

"'appeal to the denominations according to McNeill, in his history of
‘the Presbyterian church was thatDit gave a central place to reli- f

..910n and that it "lacked the military empha51s of some rival organ-li'“

245; C., A: Myers of the Presbyterian Sabbath School Boardf~"7

" was largely responsible for ensuring that the Presbyterian pOTnt of="'
v;-,v1ew was considered during the various rev1ews and editions of the
"‘;Booklet "ﬂ: ?ff}i- - )7i>-f':

The phySical standard was as comprehen51ve. lts rationale R

o
o

f.,.uas given careful consideration as well New Testament 1 Corinthians‘ii‘iii

6 19—20 was the watchword for this aspect of complete development--z

'"Know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit? |
‘aGlorify God therefore, 1n your body.?’ ThlS theme was elaborated '

uiafupon 1n the 51xth edition of the Tests - e SR

i The basis of all development is physical The muscles are
_ jthe instruments of ‘the intellect, the feelings and the will.
- Ninety=five per. cent. of all. 1nterests find physical: expre551on .s,_.'g
- Seventy-five per: “cent’. of ‘the boy : -gangs: are’ organized -for- phy51-,_][,- -
. cal activity. ‘Self-control depends upon - ‘the: proper’ interaction
. of nerves and muscles.i ‘Adolescence is the age of nerve and- ST
~ ‘muscle education. ‘Flabby miscled boys - become pliant” ‘men’ “who i
~only talk. - Hell-developed boys ‘become men: who wilt say -and- act 1;//‘3
- and produce results. A strong, healthy body inhibits wrong, - L
* - tendencies. A physical weakling'is apt to be selfish. Phys/cal
training should, therefore, be. ‘encouraged, not ‘alone for the -
- sake of the body which is "to-day -grass and- to-morrow is cast.
" into- the oven," but for the sake of the soul. ‘We: must have. 247
'regard to the body.because it is the instrument of the soul

Drawing from the literature of addlescence, there was a serious gy

attempt tQ moralize about.the virtues of right behaviouffand the

physical and social consequences of ignoring these laus.s The churth*'“u




17ifbe11eved that sucha program of physica] deve]opment should have
.1::spec1fic goals in mind goais which might seem as important as. the f'”‘
- ffattainment of phy51ca1 health itself The text continued -

-,xt:The idea1 for the body is therefore the ideal of "Heaith - and R
" -health can only be attained. by conformity to God's laws: for the.,;jf_;
. body--. ., .He avoided the extremes both of: Asceticism, jeeay o o
" -neglecting the. body, and of Athleticism, i. e.,.giving the" body o
~ . ‘undue attention as .an end in- itseif—-two common ideals; but-.° =
- .rather exemplified the : idegl of heaith or fu]ly deveioped man- '
.“hood on: the physicai side § o

g ;From such a perspective, sports and games would at best be on1y a
‘»
part of a broader program of physica] recreation .

The C S E. T Manua]«for Tuxis ﬂﬁys e]aborated on the spiri-fﬂ

‘rtftuai necessity for bodily heaith but in: a more literary Sty]e"ui%fgdd
;'iConcerning the physical program, it began,'“It is a fine thing to be g;ohd
olinterested in a]i forms of exerc1se thCh wii] result in a ruddy L
Echeek c]ear eye and a strong,vflexibie voice.{ AthJetics and gamesgggfi} ;
';{have an uhdquted and important p]ace in fUrnishing heaithfu] |

| "nfexerc1se and in providinga wholesome outlet for the ful] freé

"'f'energy of youth - Considering the purpose of Such games an:;ai,rffff*

“h:,]etTCS, and the Christian message of honoring the body, the Manual~;7ij7as7
| B L 1A

= r_elaborated further S , ‘ ;_.,,-_
Sl Enough has been said to show that we have no’ right to des-;;‘j;‘jtf

. pise the body. It has its: rightfui and important place as one . ¢
- _of the four: phases of our nature, If we set ‘as. our final. goal-ggfdﬁ;;1
. 'the mental: and moral ‘gains, which we ‘may achieve through: good St
- health and well. gsveioped muscies we. shali reap?a doub]e reward;v{ﬁr o
E a%for our efforts.. L ‘;, el e L
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‘ The physical program changed very TittTe.during“the period
from 1914 when the Sunday school commissions became invo]ved until if. :
1925 The prescribed format for the physical standard included eight
headings origina11y~ Health Education, Campcraft Team Games, Group
élg Games, Swimming,,Running, Jumping and Throwing, the Tatter three ‘MTZI:‘
be1ng grouped under the heading “athletics" 1n 1922 The structured
program operated on five ba51c princip]es thCh gave strength to :;f~*~
the format._ The first pr1ncip1e was that of gr0uping, and eight
grades or Tevels were common]y used--Grade 1 for 12 or 13 year -;*T:"
gﬁh,f' olds up,to Grade 8 for 20 years ons.. In practice these‘were Ai}i 5.ﬂ;
» further grouped to encourage use of the "spontaneous gang" concept
*dii’« and were prescribed according to spec1fic achlevement Tevels.zsx,‘”?ﬁftix
K ' The second principie sought to uti]ize the naturaT group -

instinct for seTf government | "The organized Sunday School cTass~

WTth week day activ1ties 1s 1ntended to sat1§fy this natural demand

The boy w111 be loyal to onTy one organization hence»theiimportance

§5f reTating aTT hTS activ1t1es to the Sunday,'chooi Caassfﬂzsz

third principie was that of masculine Christian ieadership Be'liev--;:.‘_._\’-

ing that "characteris caught. not taught,” this ideal stressed the

vaiue

ofrhero-worship during the "dangerous habit forming period of

Tife;“?ﬁg N




‘ ' . S . . N . ! B L T e R . . . N J . Ty -
,

1~"u'jthe work of the Kingdom "254 The Tast principle supported all—around

deveTopment Concerning the spec1a1ist the examp]e of" the athlete

PN

/‘““-_was a Togicai choice. e

‘ Just as the star ath]ete who inspires ‘us; to deveiop strong, B
”fheaTthy bodies wields a greater influence if he has a: trained
-7 mind, a clean: character and ah unselfish. disposition S0 the
. boy who wouid develop outstanding characteristics in any one. of -
-~ -'the mental, ‘physical, 'social or spiritual reaims should back it
7:;-"up by a sufficient deveTopment in. the other three.255

‘”:ftThese pr1nc1p1es were exemp]ified in: ai] activities and 1n discus;tl;fg -
w..'151°"s regarding the Phy51cal standard There was aTso a heavy'rein-»jll
.:zance on: imported books and‘pamphiets from American sources, repre- tf‘r“'
f.g;senting the best Titerature by prominent American physica] educators,ﬁ}f;g
"eiddoctors,;educators, nd health spec1a1ists. ‘:_Z}*i“””"’ ' 'i | ,.
T} Under the phySicaT standard the first sub-heading, health i;:m-
: imfjfeducat10ns rested on the beTief that good heaTth was essentiaT to B
;Qciean 11v1ng and cTear thinking During the six month period through;;;fi
jtpwhich observations were to be made-ip order tol"ass this standard
d'tiffthe boy was’ guided to digest such cTassic has Hutchinson s Exercise f'{flu

~y!"and Hea]th MuTTer s Mz stte 5 Gulick's Efficient Life and Phxsica !jj;f

"”f_fEducation by MuscuTar Exercise, Eggieston s Rural Hygiene. and

vﬂifRational Living by King. The various grades required specific under-;\;'ﬁ

tf;itakings to meet minimum requirements Typica] examp]es inciuded suchﬁ"dl

. T
iaU 7

R useful activ1ties as attending practicai talks on hygiene, the vaTue;{,;ff

TiutOf bathing, effects of aTcohoT and tobacco, and the vaiue offa‘medi-ﬂ;¢~ ff

‘ ’ifal examination.v The highest grade Tevelf}s was requ"ed to T:]d?ffffvffj




bﬂijﬂ-woodcraft The Boy Scout Manual Gibson s Camping for Boys etc.,

. remediable ghy51tal defects were 1nSUffic1ent

afretiring, drinking specified amounts of water, and daily teeth
,cleaning, bathing, bowel movements and physical exercise.‘ Health
j;tests were also requirements.v Endurance tests in pull ups rope ;;7'T'i'i
ifclimbing, cross-country running or paper chases and one-mile walks -i
'onuld help the mentor, as the boy leader was called assess whether o
'dor not the boy was l1v1ng a healthful life, if the general require- i;h‘:

”;ments of good posture, a medical examination and the correction of

257 ,g:f-z e
Campcraft was 1mportant to the program because it was under- o

;istood that “when boys are"in God's out~of-doors with congenial
récompanions, they are very susceptible to spiritual influences.;ahljflf'”
j.week or ten days w1th hlS little groupof’boys at camp, will give
f”~wv;the earnest Mentor the finest opportunity to get at the very heart :
Tffgfof the boys and inspire them to higher 1deals of life and conduct u25§t,f§g

u_fﬁThe recommended literature 1ncluded Thomd'on-Seton ‘s The Book of

\

s T

;Q7[ifwhich prepared the young boys to better understand the practical

*ltj‘talks which'were a part of the regimen and included sucﬁ items as ﬂrh}“i'“

“‘r'camDCraft. picking a site, suitable foods tent making, etc.???if'*”"“"‘

| ”szractical requirements ensured this newly learned knowledge was L

The Team Gamesustandard exemplified the thinkingzof:the _,ffgi?;f

ﬂfgames, when properly hand‘ed;’in the development of an upright

icharacter. The Canadian Standard Efficiengy Tests booklet stressed




L .h1s 11fe some day Tater on.f,‘_

. fgread Curtis PTay and. Recreat1on 1nfthe Open Country, The 0ff1c1a1

e

The aTtrulstic, or . "help the other fel]ow" spirit is strong]yfﬂiﬁi
fdeveToped through team play.  As a boy: plays 50.will he. Tive.,- o

"7‘_P1ay is God's way of .teaching ‘him how to THve. with others.

. While even unsuperv1sed pTay may develop many splendid. qua11t1es,“«‘f

aﬂ=it s only when a boy's play is guided. by a Christian young man o

jr__who .encourages. honesty and- uprightness that it becomes. one: of
. the greatest of a11 agencies fqr character deve]opment 250

o / And 1ts most popular-myths carefuTTy bui]t up over the years, were

not to be. denied ’-"Every TUXIS BOY who pTays the games of this'uf*_f'S ;

:“_fﬁProgram 1n the r1ght way 1s he1p1ng to w1n the great 'Waterloo of

I\
261 For reference to the ru]es, sleT

'_:il'and strategy assoc1ated w1th team games& the boy was darected to KR

”fHandbook of the Athletjc League of the Y M C A of Canada and books

l“frgon the var1ous team games pub11shed by the SpaTding Company

’]jﬁparticipate 1n ai

ldhrtwere basabalT 1ndoor basebalT Tacrosse, hockey, playground baTT
| fh_*rugby, soccer (specif1ed as Assocfation football), or crlc:

'“’”although 1n practlce other popu]ar sports were sub T‘.utedi

'f,ffcharacter—forming qualities as team games._ They

262 o

The tests for Team Games 1nvoTved two parts First was the

”*Zfrequirement that aTT grades attend a Tecture on the "Character
'rﬁthu11d1ng Value of Team Games" and the onest boys were requ1red to

.5t{?give a talk on this sub;ect The other requ1rement was that boys

l

'taT*o73f1ftéen team games (1n at Teast three

:'fﬂisports) gn separate daysﬁduring the year. The preferred cho1ces E”;,:Tﬁ;k

“QY(

f’jtf;sportsmen who dispTayed seTf;controT gentTemanTy conduct and good

265°

V:Pt-??spirit might QuaTifyixor; he't’fm games badge.,_4ua"ffﬁ¥,f5":f""

Group games for childrenfwere beTieve?fto possess similar Hifjéﬁ'i

r”re,Tess organized

H:yﬁstand wer_;c1assif1ed. s being occasional unschedu]ed‘ sp0ntaneous, 93!1’~ﬁ



olae

'f and often wnthout regard for the number of players." Approved refer-."..'

'°f _ ences 1ncluded Bancroft s Games for the Playground Home 5Ch°°1 a"d

| sznasium, and Chesley s Indoor and Outdoor Games., No less than

forty-one games were recommended of which any ten were part of the B

:Wl . test 1n thlS category under the PhySical Standard 266

Sw1mming was con51dered essential in the complete‘phy51cal
program of the recruit because knowledge of swimming was believed to
give one self p01se and a quiet personal assurance, very often the

essential ingredients of a gentleman.zs.7 The books recommended for e

reading 1ncluded Corsan s At HoMe in the water ‘and . the Manual of

'_ the Royal Life Sav1ng Society.' The tests associated with sw1mming _i~’

ranged from grade 1 in which the requirement was to sw1m 25 yards
free style and 25 yards on. the back to Grade 7 which required the
performerto sw1m 225 yards free style and demonstrate three methods :f.f'

'ﬂf of release and rescue w1th a tow of no less than 20 yards w1th eachj[f'“

lli: method of life saving.?68~ )

«:{ﬂ Athletics which was originally considered under separate Tgi;'h

e | headings of running, Jumping and throwing was thought of in much

L l the same vé!n as team games possessing inherent character bu1lding

qualities The Tests booklet reiterated this pOlnt clearly

,_'~'vThe character building influence of wisely conducted athletics RN
" is_far. reaching, - “Athletic events are: thoroughly democratic Tn;c' :
- They teach self control; and tend to. keep one’ calm when others

.. areexcited. and: alarmed - They: help to ‘establish habits of - R

-.T{:}Jtemperance and: develop honor. sincerity, honest’ effort, skills,:.;“ff

-7 endurance, courage, perseverence,’ self-reliance, and_other L

”g jclean-cut manly attributes and ideals - S L

But caution uas recommended because these worthy principles were

often not put into practice unless conscious efforts were made to .




1*\- for meet part1c1pation were that a registrant must be an. initiated

187

“fincorporate them ‘153'“3;\\\; }‘ B fﬂ =

The Mentor was adv1sed that\FE‘shouid encourage a11 boys to -

'5:train for the athietic events so that their performance for off1c1a1

270‘_‘

ftests was creditable To encourage training,."Nationai Athietic o

' H-Meets“ were organized by the Nationai Boys' WOrk Board affiiiated

’vwith the Reiigious Education Counc11 of Canada 51nce 1917 which

':,;represented the cooperating churches and the YMCA 1 Requirements

:i'member of a registered CSET group and have attended a minimum number s

272

?iof midweek and Sunday SChOO] 595510"5 in order t° qua]ify.lbx Train-;j-

- u\

7zing for these athietTE'contests was mandatory for success, and hints~‘
273“ ‘

-
n:,for training were not uncommon v,m ]

The Mentor “‘was advised to cha]]enge every boy to strive for e

qT”&his potentiai but the Mentors Manuai suggested that competitions

.:”:b;WTth1n Tux1s or Traii Rangers be 0”93“1zed on a group baSTS S0 that

"'_ufthe’totET_EEBFE”WOuid count and the backward boy couid feei he had

ﬁtre‘wiil win their 1oya1ty and feliowship. o

e 274

‘gmade a. contribution Perhaps to appease the church the plan

' ;f7downp1ayed competitiveness and instead stressed health “An athiete 'V'} )

ihe may never be and for effective service, need not be but the

»

“hgenuine interest in a11 that concern his [Mentor s] athietic boys "::j

"275 That the creators Of 'ti;:ffii

.—_\

: “t,the phy51ca1 standard were not particuiar]y concerned with athietic ij:fﬂuf

-fﬂf{excellence is shown by the absence of any recommended 1iterature

--s’fconcerning running or throwing techniqul Running events inciuded

':Tthe 60 yard potato race, outdoor sprints. which were prescribed

“_Tbecause of the variation in the size of indoor tracks standing '
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‘f broad Jump, running high Jump and the standing hop, step and Jump. '

1'The throwing component of the athletic tests 1ncluded throwing for

'“Tf'distance, throwing at a target .and’ pqu ups and PUtthQ the ShOt -

,‘ment

‘:,Wthh were included spec1f1cally fon upper body and arm develop-

276: Most of these’ running and throwing events were included

1n the Nat10na1 Athletic contests

N ol i
.»(J‘»

e ) Eﬁe maJOrity of these events were clas d by weight cate—

'"eifgory and standards set for each The most, commonly used wedght

fC]aSSlflCathHS were: 80 pounds and under, 81 95 pounds, 96:}10
pounds *111 125 pounds, and unlimited above 125 pounds ' The cate»

\‘. B . .
f_gory of sprints prov1des a good example of the level of attainmenz ‘a‘“;

,‘,expected Lo ) ‘ S S
CWEIGHT  DISTANCE. ,“'_'l;f sTANDAﬁn,TInE”“”'T
80 pounds S TSnyardS-_ T ' 7 2[5 seconds,,bﬁi
95 pounds - ’ -ﬁ,75‘yard$;. .. 10275, seconds -
110 pounds . .. . 100 yards =~ . ,y.,13,2/5 seconds,, L
125 pounds - 100 yards . ' 12-2/5 seconds .=~
unlimited ' : 100 yards. ', j - -11°2/5 seconds_

:tIOther components such as pull ups requ1red a minimum performance to f-;”
‘fmeet the standard For example in the five weight\categories the
*minimum standards were 3 4 6, 8 and 10 pull ups reSpectively 277
‘:However, an adequate performance on any indiv1dual test probably |
‘:reqdired some practice fbr the average Sunday school particwpant
;ibut diligent practice for an above average score.s._j'?‘j~ ;’L iifp@,_j?l

; The CSET program offered the denominations the opportunity f:fkf

T_to become involved in a structured program suitable for youlg people sflf:~

- ﬂ}isocieties in an area of life which they traditionally believe, was ?ﬂfﬁ' ‘

Qg'ghbest left to !%e discretion-of the individual Although some ;ka”’:"




- ot e

,c]aim that' it faiied to catch on*in Sunday school and proved hope-‘l'
-iessly cumbersome trying to encompass as 1t did ali aspects of

278 -in many other ways ‘it represented success

adolescent deve]opment
_and a change in attitudes During the years 1920 and 1921 the pro--
"gram was turned over entire]y to- the denominational adv1sory boards

'and the Religious Educationa1 Counc11 of Canada due to ‘the 1nab111ty
.of fund raising drives by the YMCA to support the program finan-

fc1a11y 279.

But at the same time the- denominations were strengthen-
.1ng their Sunday school weekday act1v1ty programs and later accepted
| this ready-made\boys prOgram as the ba51s for Trail Rangers (12 14
‘lyears) and Tux1s (15-18 years) programs, 1nterdenominationa1 pro-_ Hj /;
‘grams wh1ch deveioped under the auspices of the Religious Education | / L
1 Councii of Canada . . 4: - | o o
| | Despite the fact that 1njabsolute numbers the~program reached
' on1y a portion of protestant Christ1an youth w1thin the churches |
.there was a feeiing that it was eminentiy successfu], and the denom-
1nat10ns off1c1a11y espoused no other view than that it sh0u1d ‘

: b
' continue to deve]op as part of the ba51c ‘Sunday school program.

S 'During the period, 1918 - 1921 gains were heralded 1n the promotion o

of CSET with upwards of 25 ,000 Tux1s and Trai] Rangers potentia11y

,benefitting from this structured program 280

But. the CSET program is significant far beyond what these

"'“figures might initially suggest Because it gained officia] church

f}support the program cha]lenged ¢he church to become»more practically
liinvolved with youth and tested its commitment to the social message

o :of the social gospe1 which gave physical recreation 2 Iegitimate
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-eiistence within the‘church | - Because it. prov1ded a controlled pro- '
gram where the opportunities for boyish behaviour were severely

_ restricted the program egpouraged the church to approve recreational
and athletic act1v1ties under its direct aegis. Furthermore through
, the efforts of many clergy in the various Sunday schooi Boys work
‘and Soc1al SerVice Departments, CounCils and Boards, CSET'provided
"the church with the earlier opportunity to develop weekday program-

ming.v For all its failings CSET still remained one bright hope of

the denominations for attracting the worldly boy' S favour. S ;i

ilYounngeople's'Associations :

Social and recreatiVe activities‘had been diverted’because
“of the war.. Some soc1et1es were disbanded but with a return to a

state of normalcy the various executive bodies of young people s

el

organizations once again began to flourish with activgty. Things f

‘were quickly getting back in order, iﬁ the speed with which athletic
committees were being reestablished was an 1ndicator. The Toronto B
'council-of the AYPA waS'one'such organization- representing nearly'
‘twenty-five local branches in the Toronto area, ready to begin -
bus1ness as usual, Very soon after the war there were approximately

1000 AYPA members represented by the CounCil,,and by 1922 more than j

281

2000 members were registered. . Ranks had been doubled in less than

3
_four years.

The Anglican General Synod had endorsed the purpose of the

-~

AYPA since its inception in 1902 Approved literature of the AYPA
'published after the war reiterated the social ambitions of the

e



" association Very‘cleariy. This was not too different from. uhat was

'denvisioned by 1ts creators two decades eariier‘; The emphasi§ °f the’ ig?;7h
: church on the sociai aspect of its mission was still characterized R

-as cautious _ ‘r_; L
i -- | 7
vaSocial evenings shou]d be devised to- exempiify the principie of
'{"feiiowship." Refreshments may be desirable, .but they are not '

essential. ‘A social evening should give opportunity for.: becoming
; ‘better acquainted “for introdicing strangers, for: cultivation
~- - of the art: of conversation and for games and amusements 282

dfConcerning pianning for ihdividua] se551ons, it was’ recommended that°~

- v-"T_The programme (previousiy pianned) sh0u1d show variety and whole-

S some- entertainment Remember AY.P.A. meetings are not simply to
- amuse. - Let oun.meetings be bright But not 1ight Sociabiiity

- does not mean. frivoiity‘?83 - e

JTBut in the interim, substantiai changes had taken place., In many
'lvchurches sport and physicai recreatiom had becomeva 1egitimate

*hactivity, in others it was toierated | But by and 1arge the ex er---*- i

,

rfféienee of the church in this area of iife had been successfu]

-

young

\'f7peop1e s organizations had realigned the interest of many yo’ng

*f boys to the church young peopie s societies and brotherhoods'through :?di
. o M-'u-'é
<.t;jgsocial and ath]etic programs, camping excursions and CSET programs, ‘

:gf???had shown the church firsthand that they couid be conducted in an izyinfﬁfV*

"'Qvorderiy and edifying manner.. But the wartime reconstruction period

( i v

s weil underuay and’many younngGOPIe s organizations were anxious fff*:?

:{”?:fto?pick up where'they.had’ieft Offp:Jg ’iﬁﬂsfﬁhﬁ;d'?




"'adopted as well which stated that- '3n 13.J*

f'call for participants.: The events offered included ladies singles,vlﬁ
- 1.gents singles, ladies doubles, gents doubles and mixed doubles, R

284

'.’but each player was to enter only one event. o Local rules were

-
pea

':"All branches entering the League must have an AYPA Tenni Club S
and all. players must be AYPA members Visiting team to" rov1de o

~_‘balls. Neutral member to act as: umpire supplied by visiting S
-team, Each branch. entering theleague s asked to’ appoint one v

- member. to-act on a committee to draw.up schedules, arrange =

'?]umpires -etc. - Spaldings Rules to be used.. Any . branch failing’
- to keep appointment loses by default The umpire s decision is .
=f1nal L ‘ P o

L Tennis proved so popular that the sports committee had d1ff1culty
l _parranging satisfactory schedules for the sport as well as. attend ';;Qfgif

. to its other duties. Perhaps it was because tennis encouraged a’ "5ff;*

-

“_mixing of the sexes but by the following year there were so many

5,participants that a separate tennis committee was required to control

(e

-.ﬁ»all matters relating to interbranch tournaments.. The next season s

'fl play ﬁid not start smoothly because the necessary permits to use

tll‘city courts were not available on time..;

286, But after a delayed

1ff:start, the game of tennis again proved popular with AYPA members. _'TfV*t”

.-{'q:j Sports such as tennis were not supported evenly by the par-‘= :

ayﬁ;ticipating branches anf'this led to ; number of the tennis_cups




'".fCircumstances seemed to be reminiscent of the Ottawa AAAA in this

.,.ega,.d B '_

The idea to establish an AYPA baseball league was first

.i:fﬁbrought before the sports committee in the early spring of 1921

"#};However, initial efforts did not succeed because the executive

"'A’claimed “the. initiative had begun too late. Again there was direct

' competition with the established interchurch league operating in: .”"’{;fl_}b

_ gthe city, and enthu51asts were encouraged to 301n A;;
o before the cutoff date of Aprﬂ 15th 289 By th""” ;

' a1924 .a contingent of 22 teams 11 men and 1

1 league but:rgf‘

”oligwing spring,'“

' ladiés,was actively,g«':l.f-"

RS
;demonstrating the popularuty of this sport and paying $10 per teami_ka;s~# v
‘ 90 € N i

: per season to support 1t

So popular in fact was baseball thata_wa;:

‘Tnthree divnsions were needed to organize the schedule.-,

By the spring of the next season 1nterest was continuing tof;}”fitsfb

f}escalate with upwards of thirty entries to organize and control

.ff_The sports committee was hard pressed to keep up with the pace, andl?f;rflf{;

'J"flvolved in the sport Subsequent problems related more to o fathe

"'u::'.-j*"f,ffmally it “wask --a’ecmed to affiliate mth the T. A s 8. League."zgl

’;fiThe idea to affiliate with the Toronto Amateur Soft Ball League did?f*ﬁzﬂ"'**

: ggllnot appear to materialize as the committee remained actively in-»i"“

o.,' C

;?:f;field activities as. there were numerous warnings against the use of if LR

1ﬁ:?fplaying non-paid-up members._u

299"
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f‘jgrfissue was first raised about the time that the League was considering”ﬁf.;;ﬁ?

*‘ ‘_entering the TASBL “The Comnittee imediately asked for a’ ru'ling

e &
'-;'on the association s sports rules regarding gate receipts.‘ The

'“l,ritopic was discussed with interest A recommendation emerged "That

’llgthe executive recommend to the Locai Council that the branches be

*Ji'jailowed to make coiiections at their own discretion.ff A second one 'f;i:“i.

. r:;foilowed immediate]y thereafter w1th the hope of reversing the

f?;former r.tommendation- .“That the Locai Counc11 recommend to the fff:

r:branches that no coi]ections areto be taken up at their games."?93

:'3133This recommEndation was deff‘;‘_l

If the tension created by some sports broke the fragile imageeJd?}?

'iﬂ‘fthat these communicants were totaily WIthOUt W°r1d1¥ C°"°e'"5’ Sce"e§i~id:5i

| ‘f‘at the many sociai Picnics helped to cement the pieces back togetherQEfoff[

A%

"”ffPicnics were wel] kndwn for*their sociabiiity and they provedfiii __fh?fifT

f-l]ithe more popuiar when compiemented by varied recreationa] and.ath~ S

.ﬁﬂii“ietic programs. Even on short notice. the sports committee couid
"1,tiexpect more than seven hundred enthusiastic picnickers if fine
'lf?i;weather were in the forecast The administration of the picnic
iff;ﬁcustomarlii “

v”f?_rmen contribute fiftyihents.f

required that the ladies provide refreshments andfthe

Games started at three o-cloc: sharp




K f*;fi' lﬁa'tlaéwe:Jaf;uffjvj’}»: T_vf??_*"ﬁfw"ifai;f;.“{751555}1: i

participants and administrative difficu]ties were compounded by\the if--:**
‘ unpredictabiiity of natural ice and the more aggressiVe nature of "
the sport There had been some concern deveioping OVer the previous'fi;ti:}
few years about a11 three major sports with prob]ems ranging from |

purely administrative complaints such as unpaid dues, to the qualitye“; o

of play 1tse1f inc]uding unbalanced competition and the use of non_,ﬂ;dJ.,f

members.r The fact that the—executive of the AYPA had toiih(ueca
warning against the steaTing of equipment during matches oniy added
to the administrative dilemma.{ There were financial problems as
we11 Honey was not a]ways availabie to purchase ice time during

warm weather when outdoor rinks were\unusable.29§ The committee s 3333

was often in search of a phi]anthropipt

A special %ommittee was convededfin the Tate*faTT of 192

to d“al with sports 1n the AYPA and its»report qgceived clausef"

clause examination by a committee of the whole‘ SubsequentTy,

copy of the repoct which contained,manyﬁheTpfui uggestions for



u»x;fkeep them better informed of developments.; Additional]y, the interim

?jgsecretary was to send a maiiing list of members to the executive

. _;iwith a recommendation that any person taking part in spOrt must be IRt

; 'ﬁ“permission to enter the ieague.??g The AYPA executive 1ntended to

Ziﬂwjthe local diocese put a stop tb the pqpblem altogether.u;j;;_in'{3utnh'.'

f”ﬁffbehind making such a decision are not;ciear, it was obvious by the

'=-g;time basis.a Consequently, another speciaT*committee was formed to'

“_fia paid up member, at heast two months before receiving a card giving AR
.f]closely supervise the ath]etic program to discourage probiems before

By September, with reminders of winter weather, the ca11 was i;jf

D

‘ﬁsent out to discuss once again the question of whether or not the f,ijﬁp
_a‘AYPA could successfuily organize its hockey ieague It went on the
'»Hfagenda for an October meeting with the recommendation that 'i,hg;;“;;;f}

S Owing to conditions prevailing in past years [i e.. poor organ-

: ;f?aization and: conduct] -in. regard: to. Hockey Leagues- formed by .
. A.Y.P.A. branches; the Executive recommend that there ‘be no,” B

- RJYPJAL Hockey League formed- under the auspices of the Local R
‘ACouncii the coming season.300 L T LT «av~¥."

"TVZAt the meeting the recommendation carried and although the detai1s"'

ii“ﬂtenor of the meeting thatfthe executive was embarrassednat'the'"on;fﬂ g

: f tinued 1ack of good hockey organizatiov“'Perhaps the comnittee -

.,{ﬂwas not capabie of organizing this we11 patronized‘kport on a part

'flﬁsaivage the reputation'of‘the_A PA and'

-investigate the possibiiit ﬁi}ffi




o fal] of 1924 the decision was made to abandon it S
L fMoved by Nood seconded by Mr Bond that AYPA hockey be aban- :_:”,. e

. doned this year, but. would: suggest that any branch that ‘would S
~Tike' to: play to ‘become-affiliated with some Jocal hockey ieague--;aﬂ’_ ’

'ﬁ?‘jcarried Mr. W. E. Ross (St. Anne's) is willing to act pro tem
'~;icfor those ‘who wouid 1ike to participate in hockey

i The popuiarity of hockey was a factor ieading to its downfaii because
-:?f the- AYPA proved unabie to effectiveiy organize and controi so many :f‘j
:'»f teams The athletic program 1n generai was approved at 1east in |

L princ1p1e, by the maJority of the 1ay executive of the Association ~,hf?f*f
"’;pand by the Anglican ciergy a ]ittle further in the background A

N

f*\ the Dominion conference of the AYPA he1d at St Catharines, Ontario, fﬁ S

o rom October 17 19 1922 Archdeacon McEiheran, Ninnipeg, responded
Q7wat -the question, "Nhat is the broad out]ook of the AYPA’“' His res—

, ‘,%pon e showed some of the 1dea1ism which the sociai gospe1 had heid

w

ﬂiii ut :or its youthfu.;fchiid-centered organizations such as the AYPA

R ~*Ev ry man in 3 _ry Chunch and every woman must be brought into
o to Ch*withfthe.V' al, throbbing life: [sic] of this [sicl young
i peo ]e s movement--pe ct, that:is to say fully’ deveioped e
: fu]lror‘ed Christians dev ed soundly on: physical lines, . ';f !sfgzif
\ ual. matters and weii grounded.in<

;’fiispiri_ua things, knowing Christ
7 tion, keeping their- bodies as temples,
7. ing-their\[sic] ‘1ives as: a\wiiiing sacrif

L 'servidel, a‘piying ‘the ‘ideals -and’ principies o~~ ¥ ir ChupCh's:
3,fcreed tj.t e prosaic prograMme of their daily iifea °2f¥gj“




.i'JSQ '{fd.f

i7‘*the lay members of the Local Council puplished his\vieﬂs concerning
- J'the AYPA in the Canadian Churchman in the eariy fa11 of 1921 and

*: wished further to substantiate his views hefore the executive._ These'"g;f;ﬂ‘:

r-‘ V1ews were that the AYPA wasnotiiving up to its motto and was only
o)

'“{; ihc1dent1y considering Christ in its program. He gave his evidence

'iﬁf 1. That the programmes of both branches and Councii were not
maﬁi;;;uconsistent with ‘the motto, as too much- time and discussion
'Tj@_fwere given to sports. sociais, etc._,,. A .

..,”glehat the Councii was holding forth as a form of Christian e
" .. service work in which Christ's name was- never mentioned A
f‘fIreferring to the York Community Club]..; Een T

uff;That at the annua1 dinner Christ was virtually forgotten.»,, o
w - The. time was devoted to the. discussion of sports, camp, etc
f_-and prayers neither opened nor cIosed the event 5 .

e That as our record is a suff\ ient answer to aiiacriticisms
‘,:=1eve11ed at the- A.Y. P. A., as-an’ inspectidn of the ‘work of the
~Yor : ; v 1  will prove that t
s for Christianity and: humanity, ‘s’ the athietic activities .
i have justified their entrance into the A.Y.P.A., and,: as the’
“'devoted 1ives of members who have been brought- into the Church
;through the A Y.P, A ‘are testimongal the..Ex




‘E'f?prayer, an activity virtually absent before._ ,f{.gf:'fﬁ°b"

) The Local Chapter of the AYPA had shown that indeed its fﬁ:ii
'-1‘1"".‘},-,"constituent members were keenly interesteﬂ in sports and game
"“itwthe most usual variety In particu1ar,:tennis baseb ,h.and hockey
:y;hienjoyed greatest favour and the executive made every effort to v
37;iiorganize these for the benefit of the membership, and to ensure that 1:"1 .
.bfrfthey would be carried out in a manner befitting high Christian | ’
f’thzstandards.; There were detractors, but programs were given cautious -ihii
fggifapproval by the church hierarchy provided high ideais could be -

7fff:maintained But the committees formed to oversee the various

factivities proved incapab1e of contro]]ing-the members they sought -

“i'tto organize The outcome was 1ess than expected the most cr1tica1 §§4>7frf7
.fﬁ lcharge being the use of non-member piayers to boost the roster and
hi‘feless frequent but high1y visfb]e contro] prob]ems, 1nc1ud1ng steal-fisd;,“

. If SUCh Prob1ems were to be found under Cbristian superv1sion,; ;-Ti'i{

5was this then a harbinger of what could be expected under more
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-’ifr;hy';e;icai- anhéé';ion' and ,Ch'r'i.s'tvi“avn,‘N‘atibnai ismo

The legacy of the Victorian nineteenth century, concluded '
3 i:Moir, was an "unprecedented mixture of piety and patriotism,'f3q5 f'-‘

fforces which were to continue to be fe1t in Canadian society upon ,frr'

?'.Vgente'ing 1nto the new era of practica1 Christianity Methodism in :;7'

vfijparticu1ar fe1t most strong]y this nationalistic impu]se, but*the

o ffSabbg;h 1n Canada~‘ "A]ike on grounds of patriotism and re1igion,j}}ﬁif:"”

- fa worth for man.»... .“-:

'H_,sentiment was far broader than any denomination. A11 denominations
“iwere deeply concerned with it because of their common aims-"}n .

"i;eff1c1ent work force a mora1 c1tizenry and a visib]e 1oya1ty, 1niifrfri

"fftthis case td both church and state.r The Presbyterian Rncord madeff:j.,f:.f°’

jffthe p01nt qu1te c]ear while dea11ng w1th its favourite topic, thef;ﬂii’j,V-A'”

fswhich u]timateiy never contradict weare convinced that this day has
396 In genera1 the denominations 1nc1uded

:-Vf}this nationalism, 1n the guise of‘citizenship or serv1ce, as a

:'ﬁfprominent feature of‘the socia] program of their 1eagues gu11ds ”.f,y{u 15

“,{’and assoc1at10ns--a program wh1Ch aimed at more than an‘understand-'f//jnjf”f

fﬁjqing of its 1dea1s, but a]so towards practical achievemfrts'ﬁ

Suggestions as to7hon such idea]s of c1tizenship cou]d‘be




e

' ‘your community, and so make it count in the bui]ding of a greatera;
- Canada.fp Six headings seemed adequate to 1ist some good examp\eS‘7u"7

o

iffor the ieaguer patriotism, unicipai poiitics tgmperance and.'vi.ii
| prohibition morai reform, athietics, and general 307 R
. Under the heading, patriotism, the 1eaguer might be fXPECtedv o
”f;zto °P93"1ZE a patriotic glee c1ub or orchestra, study Canadian .
) hscenery, draw maps of the 1oca1 area and 1ts enVirdns organize a fnfi_" -

“vtree pianting or c]ean up campaign, study biographies of great

f'Canadians, or pian a- banquet for young,boys and men with speakers o

7.‘jgiv1ng enthusiastic, patriotic addresses For the study of mun1c1-51-

t

" pal, pohtics, organizmg community or p1ay cTubs was a suggestiorr,

LN

‘ vkas we11 as community surveys, educational ciasses for foreigners, fﬂ S
";;and mock counciis to name but a few; Temperance invoived the study;i;i"i"

{7:iof the tobacco and 11quor industries and issues reiating to the
'moraiity Of theirvuse. Morai reform 1ssues a]so inciudedsanti-'i:
Lo ) 4\ 5

"C‘gaTEtte campaigns, and COmmunity hygiene, sanitation and com-:

munity heaith ta]ks, often foiiowed up by questionnaires and inter-ff’f‘.""”

PR

v1ews;f;And for athietics the foiiowing was suggested

’;;Vl;g'organize a: tennis, basebali, croquet, basketba]i hockey orf,{;jfﬂgjf
2o - snowshoe: ‘¢lub. B SR
.24 Plana. community p1ay day, to inciude every man woman and
'“w,x({pchild Have an occasional "paper chase“"among the ydanEr

"“’ﬁj}3,I$Physica1 games in which no apparatus is needed., (Use
s Indoor; and. Qutdoor games," by Chesley; '10¢). . '*»1
c.'4, ‘Varied ‘calisthenic exercises. Plan for. occasiona1 League
-q-;,f&f"tramps.,, Keep the eyes open. whiie the limbs are actiVe .

S w1 Then ctalk abodt what you have 'seenm, ' -
SR ¥ practicai “talk b % a- Christian»physician on the va1ue of

'tfp[;physicai training :




.'; 1dealism as, weTT ;fé-."‘ ‘
o The range of interest of the church was greater than sports

uwgand games and inciuded more formal or institutionalized forms of

: physicai recreation common during the period including driTT
‘jjgiphysicai training or physicai cu]ture, since these terms were often |
v':dused 1nterchangeably, and phy51ca1 education meaning phySicaT
o training WTtth the educationa] setting or militia corps., Moir has

:dpo1nted out the Tegacy of piety and patriotism which characterized “dﬁ‘h
"y;lnineteenth century protestantism and traditionaiiy the church had
- maintained s]ight 1nterest 1p 1nst1tutiona112ed forms of phy51ca1 '

";-:recreation to accompiish 1ts reiigious and patriotic aims National

n,_afervourwes bu11ding prior to the First Nor]d war but with 1t came L_r‘ff ;u

ﬁtf greater nationai controversy over production effic1ency, heaith and
‘Tf;fitness.v This Tegacy, of piety and patriotism was epitomized 1n
t"g‘iJames L Hughes, Toronto Schoo] Inspector, and a regular contributor
nt;,to HethOdTSt Journaiism._”"The development of patriotic feeiing is

Tirgone of the definite aims of schooi work 1n Toronto schools., on’ I;‘
g "Empire Day the annuai Darade and review of the dr111 bat- B

309

"yfatalions takes p]ace o ;’;;“Eﬁ he remarked The church had its

"~ffequ1va1ent "Patriotic Sunday;" which by 1912 was a reguiar featuref;ﬂtfﬁ'\

*cf;fin~phe denominations an outgrowth of intensified nationaTism priorfﬁ:iidtd““

”'vffto the war. The Presbyterian Department of Socia1 Serv1ce and

o ,'sembly in 1912

~,§1Your Boardis pleased tolbefab]e to. report that Patriotic -pa.*
:;Sunday, namely, ‘the Sunday;nearest to. the. national birthday, is:j’ ‘
'u13"'coming to be obserVed as aftinstitution_of Church: Tife.5 Tt“hasjg

f" vangelism outlihed the grouth of this practice for the GeneraT ..{fizyp”i
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reason to beiieve that the preaching of Christian patriotism in
one way or: another was more general-in the Churches and Sabbath
Schools of the Church in 1911 than in any’ previous year, and

it ‘hopes that more and more advantage will be taken of this
golden opportunity to. promote the highest type of citizenship.

< Patriotic Sunday fa]ls this year on the 30th of June. Your

: - Board,- in co-operation with the Sabbath Schools® Committee, ‘has
arranged for the subject of Citizenship to be’ taken up in-all

. the .Sabbath Schools and among the-Young Peoplé's Societies of

- the Churches, and the Rev. D. C, ‘MacGregor, Assocfate Secretary,

.. has frepared, at the request of. the ‘Board, a special ‘pamphlet
an-. the subject: of "Good Citizenship--its Ideais, 1ts Ba51c and
its Duties.“310 : .

Nith the advent of war this modest growth of nationai patriotism

- sweiied untii it appeared boundiess.

—_—

Aithough driii- phy51ca1 training, and phy51ca1 education i.‘
came more to dominatethe thinking of the church, espec1a11y reiating;;k
‘y‘to war and nationa] preparedness, sports and‘games, per se, werexnotvl
entireiy without nationai 1mport The games and sports of youth
"rf refiected quite directiy on the national character _ The Governor- Lo
i_Generai Eari Grey, couid be found reminding young,Ederics that ¢his‘7 ]
‘was the case. " 1In an address to a c]ass at Trinity Coi]ege Schooi
'd] Port’ Hope, “he questioned the affect of poor sportsmanship on the

‘ ‘,'(.c
: national character. The Canadian Churchman agreed with the Covernor- -

;‘General and added to his comments,'"No good can,come of coarseness
"or rudeness 1n speech or: act' and no peopie can eVer be tru]y great
> who toierate the one or the other in home or on the piayground, 1n e

u311

’either the public or private intercourse of iife "Spectator“ ';_x;"

R feit evenpmore strongiy that the nationai consciousness was too

- .-

}';fimportant a con51deration to be degraded by sports on nationa1




o "-:‘jPhysicai and Mili,tary Training-? n the Pub‘l_ic Schoolsfg'.f Canada;;**1

a3
‘w T
L he

L But/Dominion Day -was not inaugurated merety that the youth of one

' ‘country might test their skill on the .campus, or their fleetness

. in chasing one another around the cinder track. We would not,

- if we could, interfere in any way with the recreation of a

~ people:let 1oose from their toil, . . ,°[But] let us not per-

" petuate forever the custom of calling forth men and women from
‘their ordinary duties to’ participate in some demonstration and .
send them home again with nothing-better to think: of than: the - -

'iresuits of the: ba]l game, or the victer in the horse race.312

[

;In Canadﬁan protestant thinking, patriotism and,piety were indeed
'reiigiously interconnected The Angiicam church most noticeab]y he]d

8
. which no doubt biased 1ts thinking regarding sports on holidays.

istrong v&ews about the sanctity of hoiidays secular and religious, o
‘ But it was in the more 1nstitutiona1 forms ofpphysical recre- ».:'}'
ation not sports and games that the church made its most positive .
fvcontribution., The protestant denominations gave encouragement ‘to ST
':“more controlied physica] forms of patriqtism, those more in)com-,'i"m s
_,fortabie harmony with its traditional "gymnasium and showerbath“ ‘_'*”ju
':mentality. o o ' o L . y _
' B Drili is probably as 6Jd as war itseif but as a form of “"Z‘*;'
fphy51ca1 recreation known to the church it was primarily a 1ate ;l
f;nineteenth century 1nnovation, experienced through such organiza-'ff;thr; i
:vtions as the ineffectuai Boys' Brigade movement which spread into;¥::
,.__;_Canada in the)late 18805 Hdth a wave of genera'l interest‘ in the-v

Y t:? Bed

':tamilitia and the estabiishment of driil c0rps ingmany Canadian urban ‘ff#{:u

RS CN

":centres this type of activity became atta;hed to the church as weli

{*but never in any overwhelming numbers Especiaily after 1908 with

")ithe estabiishment of the Strathcona Trust ”For the Encouragement of
w313

"fa modicum ofinew interest was built up in th ‘denominations. ,Zﬁf




- The declining popularity‘of the Boys' Brigade as a social
'5fﬂfand religious organization affiliated with the church was well

;'recognized but nevertheless there was an intellectual appreciation

g

c',_' o

17fof some of the physical and moral benefits associatedwith it. oAfter }fﬁ-fﬁ

R4

fli”f ll tbe denominations were experiencing the e“d °f a generation Of

'hfigdecline in Sunday school enrollment and there was much optimistic

, ;l7thlk of alternatives which might reverse the trend For example,-_vvs.l':l f“?

'fﬂifthe Twenty-First General Assembly Of the Presbyterian Church 1895

’“?f‘and the age-specif\“*"

Sy

’fﬁilraised the Boys Brigade as an issue concerning the young boy problem

- ﬂj#lt is well known fhat it does not draw the boys as’ might be
o ‘wished [the: _young ‘boy . problem] and therefore we should have -
-i:likedvto know. what. services have. been rendered: by the: ‘Boys” "

’;S”uﬁ-;Brigade 1in:.congregatfans ‘whith hdve adopted. it. But we are

S informed ‘merely that "in"some’ places the boys have been drilled
cL . and® disciplined by At.mN Its object ‘seems to' be to advance. the
«i o iKingdom-of Chirist among boys and to' that end ‘stress. is Taid by *.
-7t its constitution on attendance at’the Bible Class but there is

SR ,nothing to: -show that: 1t has" effected more than" ‘an. improveMent
'~‘;j*“’in<the manners Qf/its members.314 & e

-And,so t”is that*dr_zl takes th
ften. surpasses it, We:are
.gets 1ts: great. val
“power ‘of - habit 31




f;fregular~practice mandatory was seen as its prime positive character_ f]-r

,;fistic. The result uouId natura11y be stronger physica1 and mora1

j%;character, a1ways a qualfty of deep concern to the church

lihThe boy s physica1]y heIped everybody knows the good effect ,age x
- -of military drill upon a growing ‘boy. It is a great thing for - . .-
. 'boy tovhave a strong,: vigorous body deve1oped and well under
" " control, "The boy* is helped. morally., ‘Properly conducted the .
_“k;Cadet Corps isa splendid developer of character. - ngw L |
4ffNot1ng further that some are opposed Ep things mi1itary, McK1m con-fﬁif;x
,5;c1uded that there shou]d be no concerns since this was not the purf}f;~53

;n.pose of the organization, ; ,;gdf9f~giﬁg '

o g:but‘rather to graft into the fibre of the boy the true sold1er s
'»W_;trspirit,ﬁthe spirit of obedience, of . 10ya]ty and of Sacrif1ce,;,,4
- th& recognition-of responsib111 y,and ‘the shouldering of" 1t
“ - These characteristics make ‘good ens, but. ‘they are not
-;:[faa1ways cultivated in the;home. 15,‘ ;'. R




7 in 1909 for the encouragement of drilling 1" the 5°h°°]5’ the

fwf‘be app]ied towards preparing the youth of Canadf’z'

Dot LRI S

Nhen Lord Strathcona est?blished a fundvcphzi

fff-among Canadian youth 319

wehCanadfan Churchman caiied it an act of true patriotism il"Lord

;jT;Strathcona s muhificent gift of $250 000 the income of which is toﬁi}i

fdo military

‘i;iduty in defense of their country is one of the'best‘object iessons

i;ifin true patriotism that we have ever had in Canada."320

Some Methodists saw the m11itary style of organization as

:*f,lending itse]f weil to the promotion of missionary work study. and ff?

'1ﬁtsupport of comradeship,?%1 however, the Methodist Department of "%ﬁf“

"r’wTemperapce and Moral Reform held its suspicion of anything miiitary

*}ffconnected "ith Ch"rCh ¥°"th Programs. In its characteristical RRARE

~'a,a-f.There is: no body which is more loya] “the Empir :ithe

:+ . Sovereign-andthe flag;, ‘than: Methodism.f She1s. ever- ready to
i,lfiiﬂadvanoe the-interests ‘of the nation, bath by fighting her‘morai
”j-laﬁ;foes which are; within and sucking the very ife biood 0 1her

-8 tter manhood i yoursyouth-f‘
: ect ‘nobler character, better : &N er as’
fweicome them with the very greatest heartihess. and d
ncourage: them}in every poSsible ‘way. . MWhat:
-anada sha i |




}fand of the Boy Scouts and Cadets 1n particular., “While we welcome

eboys and_young men of Canada,.we Just as deep]y dep]ore any method

fof discipline whereby they may become tainted by any expectancy °h;
;war or the development of a spirit of eagerness to take up arms{i;.;:”

The designers of the Federal m]litia system were moving

ffurther afie1d in order to spread their message of the nationa.ovalue

‘fof the cadetin11itia.vorps‘jﬁfhjjuinister of MiIitia, Col Sam

helr recreative hours to advantage: and ;Qtﬁn,ﬁ,,t.
1y or ‘in- ways -that a"e*a”g‘é'od"-dg R :
jn muc to*make this




.,;f'-,One other good point 1 lthat 1£‘1eads these young men q‘becom
'*f,good ath1etes._ The ‘chairman and mysetf are both’ old a*h]etes
.. ‘and“we realize the value of an-athletic. training. - You will b
R ginterested 1in these points from the view that:they" disc_urage :
... -the use of intoxicating Tiquor.,.The athletic: games,;the+str1ct
'»'?discipline ‘and ‘effective’ control .could: not be’ caﬁkie' out with
~men.who used intdx mants too . freelx 325 f

Even withfn'theSAng1ican communion there'was a steady resis-}3ffﬁ




The CSET program was advertised as‘aichailenge't“:Canadian |

manhood for leadership in boys work5f“Deve10ped‘cooperatively with

the National COuncil of the YMCA the Protestant Sunday chool

Boards and the Provincia] Sunday Sch001 Associations, the CSET

‘n

pro’ram was appi uded by theseiorganizations as a beneficfai pro- fﬁf

Agra' for teen-age boysf

anbecamefahnational idea1 ;fy*ff**”

e He can scarcely overestimate the vaTue of setting up such e

‘tfa nationa] ideal. The. false ideals of life:set:up.in Ge any--’3<1

~ the ideals of. domination and: mastership as: against the’ 1deals -

;;fgﬂof service--gerverted the minds of the. youths of Germany. hnd

-7 warped them Trom: the ide 1s.0f national: honor. -~ The: worid;agony
- to=day ‘is ‘the logicai ‘ou cdme of this® ‘pagan ideai re]eased

hroughout that unfortun]te nation yesterday 8 P

In the hearts of Canadiar'yo th, it was hoped uch_a/perverted idea1

g,f“tCanadian boys. “that"we know .abot
. his growth ‘and’ devﬁiopmenf‘duriﬂg his. bOyhOO‘ year”
'vnizes the vaiue of health and strength and’c]ea




Qiigtﬁdent1y.i Ifjt1a11y there was a recogn1tion “hatvthere was 1tii;_;ﬁ{;- SR

\'

ys the princip]es of true[
, -to; he_sacrifice of'one s . 1ife




Canadian cierics.'v

The principies read in part

St His object being nat oniy to improv the physica] and inte]iec-
Sootual? capabilities of the children, /by i,cuicating habits of -
.. ‘. alertness, ‘orderliness. and,prompt obedi ince, “but.-also to- bring
270 hup. the ‘boys to patriotism, and_to. a pe iization-that t e first
o 7 duty-of -a.free’citizen is to be. prepared-to de
* .. the intention.of the ‘Founder is’ thaty wh _”" cal .training
coeand elementary dril1 should be: encoura vd: 11 chii ren of
'~ both’ sexes : attending public schoois, especial im ortance is. t
‘be attached to" the teaching of military drill: gen.raliy to all-
’bqys, inciuding rifle shooting for.boys capable o using rifles. e




: *ffincluded in the currtculum. too, fOP their PUPPOVtEd educationa1

'i;;i;vaIue of teamwork and 1ndiv1dua1%prowess.; The rhetoric °f the

f:Nationa1 Education Conference, Hinnipeg. 1919 did not sharply d1ffer ;ﬁf:

f?from that of protestant clergy who gave suPPO"t t° the spread °f .;

“Htg:fthe cadet system during wartime.”

”C,,That as: the aimqof this conference is the directing of pub11c
... ‘opinion to ‘the: need. of - education -in’ ¢character: bufldﬁng and
;,,,j;citizenship, ;and-as’ a :sound’ body, a‘well disciplined’ ‘mind;"

. .individual ‘effort .and: co-operation are. essentia1s thenefore e
be it .resolved that-more §tress’ be: 1aid on physica{ education,

“‘That ‘in"addition ‘Cadet ‘training for boys :from.12 .to 18 years of
i age be introduced into-all"our’ schools--1t*hav1ng been proven::

s sgf;_y;that where training. has been’ inte11igent1y given, it has been -

f*..ég]jgof inest&mabIe value to: ‘the.: boys, the school . and: the nation--~f
-2 4n the'inculcation of such- qualities, 'sentiments-and- powers: as
: »g[re]iability, patriotism, "comradeship, self-control, se]f—-; DR
. reld ance, se1f-d1rection, initiative-and disciplife. 335

'*iixiﬂin ter of Education for Ontardo :t“jff' ‘jAdeaiing "ith



e TS R e Tt T e T T e T BRSNS
~;Was"no- longer. unpatriotic to do so, against militarism in the cadet - . '
~ systen.’ The Tuenty-Third Annual Repart'of the Department, 1925, . . = |

_ continued the tone’set before the war, .

- In-view of the generally recognized factthat. the spirit of ' = ~ “ .7
»‘~ mi1itariSm;coﬁstitutes;a;perpEtual?menacefbfgwarlahd;Cannqt#i;;;*~a-.fjf,'vi
w.~_Ijinyany{Way;be‘Fe¢onciIEQwWith;a,bhrisﬁiag,view}OffIife}Orvof-;ﬂ~Ijuj%[ﬁa'ﬁiﬂ
'i?ghUmgh;quatiohshtps;»gnd:ih*viéw?pfﬂthei_act'that;thngspirit,_;sﬂ~;”fj‘ R
.. under the guise of patriotism finds expression in many ways and. = > .=
" -specifically in the system of Cadet training; in'vogueTin our. == - .

i = public schoolss

g~;gf;/:’we“woulgﬁtﬁéréforefexpress,bdrjchviction?tﬁat[thefﬁighe§t55g”“] R
"7 patriotism is not. dependent. upon, or.promoted by any system . . . o
et of,mititaryftraining.Fbﬂtithat:tthghKULtiméte]défgnée“6f?theﬁf»*ﬂ:&,i,_;ﬂfu
:=q-touﬁtry,erendsjupbn;thefchar§Cteﬁqu its;cjtiZehsjandftheir”ﬁ[“'v.3',n,,
.. loyalty to Christian ideals; we deplore the arbitrary conditions.; =~ . .=
., -which make the reception of a grant for physical training.condi- - . "L
- tional -upon-the adoption OftfheQCa¢etrSystgmgahd;the;sqperviSion;pgV; T

. .of this work by ‘the Military Authorities; we believe that the = . .= = .

'4‘jsystemﬁqf*military”training;jngoyr.5ch961§%1S4eSSgntia11ywthe;w»~

- same as that which came to such perfection in Prussfa and'which .~

,”f?ﬂiS{sbﬂviOLehflyﬁdenQunQed}“and#WE.wouTﬂ”urge‘upon{theaEedéﬁ&},Tf';f:riﬁl“,.,

1 Government that the system of Cadet Training should be substi .-
.-tuted by some approved system of ‘Physical Training and recrea~ -

tionalfap;iyitx;Whithmshallﬁbe}free*from,thé}insigiquS;influencgsﬂ

" of the present systen. 3%

© Bt after the war confusion was ‘eyident within Methodist ranks’about’

" this duestion as this motion could rot find sufficient supporters,

and as referred back to. the Comnittee. A now older social gospel .



5 moverneie, 19

The Peace and Freedom League, for example had a def— -

v o

‘3;z~inite platform concerning the militia program and physical educationf

lfi;win Canadian schoois.:fj,n_ftfef'i”,?f'l'*:ﬁ | PR
At” ”v_ The ‘numerous” prouaéhida pamphiets °f the League OUt]1HEd
7L;gthe1r basic concerns~pertalﬁfn9 t° dri11 phys1ca1?tra1n1n9 and
\~;fphysica1 education. The extent of the probiem, as 3“dged by the
‘:?tiLeague was the a1arming number of cadets in Canada. a country Wh‘Chﬁ

380"

-f,ﬂihad pub]ic]y renounced war as a national po]icy.;,, Statistics boree

f;-fout th1S state nf affairs

| '"axComparison Based on 1926 Statistics | .;ruéﬁ**j”’fgngij_ff'?k-

ke 51Cadets in Great’ Britain and North of Ireiand ‘34,156
-+ Cadets. In Canada.’- _j: 112 463{-V';>;(f;¢.
-.-s,hPopuiation ofUGreatrﬂritain 1921 Census '-} . 42 767,530 . s

‘ fiiPopulation of . Canada 'f»"151921 Census fjﬂiw .8, 788 4813,j[ﬁ'=§;w#;

ﬁ‘ffThe statistica1 conclusio zwas‘that Canada had three times af“manl”ig}ff‘27r*h

ﬁ;;ncase. St@tistics qu“:“”




© . pldy." * professor- Lambe, Director of- Physical

traditiona11y 1ent theﬁr support to the playground movement and a |

1ack of freedom 1n the military system was a critica1 point of dis- :-fv»;n'ﬂQ
agreement.?/,,;y.;,cﬁ o o 2

Ly

Doctors and educators both dec]are that mi]itary training 1s nota
_/gfphysical education and cannot be substituted for it: “A ‘doctor -
" in chargé of the physical examination. in-one of our univers1ties

”5‘:; said recently "The aims of cadet training and physical’ educat1on

are quite different. Physical education begins: with-1ife. 'Its .

'":-,4obJects are 'body’ bui1ding,the ‘formation of health habits -in. the

individual and the' community, character: bui1dtgg by means of R
0 ducation at McG111
4T'Un1versity, further stated to the Ontario- Educationa] Association S
.- that to obtaim the greatest benefit: from“exercise or sport the Ll N
“dr111 Element must be replaced by the emphasis on freedom and *-'Ta',ﬁ '

' .twhich wa% occasionany heard concerning the Boys Brigade

The second obJection was that cadet training associated

patriot1sm wwth mil1tarism and throws the glamour of pageantry

around the essential brutalIty of war. ,u;f f Th1s theme was one

'5QThe th1rd?iﬁi§i§iff

obJect1on was that cadet tr&\q:ng provided no education for c1ttzen-ffff?}gf.ﬂ

s’ pugan essential 1ngred1ent of patrlotism from the denominat1ona1 ,"J =

| perspect1ve and one which,it attempted to put 1nto service w1th1n the fﬁj;fff




:&f]hnot on]y to sociaT but to educat1ona1 thinking.”4 A . _
'flfil These objectfons=prompted~a~number of recommendations which
:fﬂwere a{med at rectifying the overemphasis of the miTitary 1nf1uence. |
~;Teacher tra1n1ng courses 1n'physica1 educationwererecommended to :
“ffcbe open, divorced from aTT mi]1tary contr01 The funds spent on’ the -
: ;cadet system were thought to be better spent 1f‘app11ed to further- ’
ﬂ.;Tng physical education under the contro] oﬁAerartmentsfof Educat1on
ylnaFurthermore, it was recommende% that the tutelage of civ111ans should

'w[be g1ven to civ1lian 1nst1tut1ons, under c1v1Tian contr01 The Tast

uf<recommendat1on uphe]d the mqndate of the League, "That a11 teacher5°

‘\\

'“f*gbe encouraged 1n thecendeavour to make the schooi‘the—cuTtUre ground SRS

fgfof a future c1tizensh1p prepared loyally totfu1f111 the p]edges of
\ u345 7 '.,':‘-" k SRR . 10‘:_" g

. ":',.

:'W'f;our country

In summary, the socia] gospel though 1n decline, ma1nta1ned

‘ 1ts 1nterest in Chr1st1an nat1ona115m which found express1on in..clﬁf“*';’
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to 1earn more aboht this aspect of life which waSuso popuiar with

"anadian youth°' The church was in search of a suitable poiicy ?7*}'
‘3egarding physical recreation and sport, one: which would appea1 .
'hi\to both youth exuberance and clerical conservatism._;ﬂ";'”*ff»g?iL;:f=

€_| Many socia] reformers beiieved that they had found the v e
e 1dea1 program in Canadian Standard Efficiency Training.4 This pro- ~?§;"*;Tif
,‘;7gram, deve]oped coilaborativeiy between the YHCA and the protestant |
;;;fchurches was approved as. suitable for Christian adolescents CSET ﬁﬁ,ﬁ;;ﬁ:f

- Ay
v:?expanded significantly within the church during\th\ First world

*“nWar.»fBut while socia1 gospe]iers accepted CSET as a baianced pro--~£ﬁ'”
.:fgram, Canadian 9Quth preferred sports and games. Under the inf]uencefﬂffglfff
;'fof the positive social gospe] message towards physica] recreation

) \
E%jand sports, sports programming became an 1ntegra1 part of young

1ffpeop1e s'soi eties / But the tendency of sport was often not towards fwfff

g A i
'%'1the 1dea ism of a ba]anced 1ife but towards the.pursuit of winning.i:;J

' ﬁThe soc:ai gospef fostered the growth of physica] recreation and

fiffsport within the church but with its decline a formidabTe;force fo“
ﬂ{jthe~continued maintenance oflit within the church was 1ost. ng;yx‘



82

Being careful to point out that "social, educationa1 and amusement
inducements must never be permittéd to challenge the subremacy of
the spirituai," the contributor offered a counter solution to the
" young boy problem.
The Athletic Club should be subject to the Executive of the
LeAgue [Epworth]. I am not a sport,.and do not play baseball,
but I have always permitted myself to be enthused. I do not
think, however, that the League meetings are the proper times
to deal- with these matters. The best young man I have secured
~was through his games. Good fishermen try different baits.97
The d%fficu]ty for both church laymen and clerics alike to adjust to
the new social role being entertained as a proper direCtion for the
church is obvious in_the contributor's lack of comfort in dealing with_/
the topic. The YMCA felt no such encumbrance. .
In rea1ity, however, the church was 'beginning to cooperate
nore frequently and de]iberately with the YMCA in tRe provision of °
‘,physica1_recreation and'social services.‘ The 1912 General Assembly

oikthefPresbyterian church cited one examp]e‘of cToser‘cooperation

in the town .of Amherst, Nova Scot1a The Assembly noted tha
tnained YMCA boy s secretary and a women's social “service expert’
were supported by thethW“ in cooperat1on‘w1th local-churChes and
soh001s, seeking'ado1escent “physical‘andlmenta1 developmeht. Atten-
. tion is given to~truancy,'to deiinouency and indeed to everythﬁng
I%concern1ng the welfare-of bqys and .girls dur1ng the years when it is
most d1ff1cu1t to hold them in connection w1th Church 11fe n36
The YMCA ‘was a]so act1ve in student organ1zat1pns on co]lege

campuses and ‘both Method1sts and Presbyterians saw 1mmeasurab1e

: advantages for the student popu1ation as they believed their



devotional and practical exercises_did much to foster the spirit of

99

true re]igioq; Off the campus, éhese denominations encoufaged the

: organjza;ion’in its efforts, especially the YMCA Week of Prayer held

each ‘fall, which the church duly recognized as "stimulating Christian .

100

experience, prayer and personal service." During the war, .the

YMCA launched its greatesg campaign to daté,'entit1ed;the RED TRIANGLE
CAMPAIGN and all denominations were asked officially to fall behind
its ef%orts.' A natural juncturE'was thereby provided for the church’

.. . A '
%o review its anctional relationship to_the YMCA, in all areas of
» IR T _ ‘

.._common concern,

The YMCA proposed to.expand its efforts beyond- urban areas
N :
into rural communities where the church had traditionally held prom-

e

inence. 'Methodisthand Presbyterians found this new’p]anning approach

fundamentai]y sound. The Presbyter{an and Westminster in dealing ) ¢
© With the is;ue‘of "The Y.M.C.A. and the Church;" summed up the:sajient

featdres of their re]ationship. First hoted.w;s fhe fact that this '

organization was sometimes critiqized Because %t reached only a cer-

o (
101 Students” and men following commercial occupggions

tain c1a§s.
; ‘w?re its target population genera11y‘to the neglect of manual workers.
This was revealed in the social surveys.‘ Concerning the Fort William
~ survey for eﬁampje, both the YMCA and the CYMA, the Catholic Young
Meﬁ's Association, were cited as serving only a limited portion-of
thé whole commbnity.. The feport agreed that fhevgeneral tendency of
thése_two organizations was towards the upbuilding of young<Cénadian
- manhood, buf regretted that,"simi]af opportunitggs-qre not availabTé

s e k- ST 102
for the young new-comers who -stand in such greaf%need of them."



Further west in Regina, the observation was again made. The

]

Regina report noted that the YMCA and YWCA offerad many "social

oppbrtunities to the 'better cTass"young men and women. The so- }

" called 'working class young men and wonen have fewer advantages.“103

One remedy was suggested that an AAA (Amateur Ath]et1C‘Assoc1at1on,
1
perhaps within the church) be formed for men who would not go to

104

the YMCA In London, Ontario, the YMCA had popu]ar1zed "gymnasium

work" and offered to prov1de leaders to coach boys in their own
churches, a few of wh1ch, 1t was noted, had gymnasiums. Again the
pro]}ferat1on of pool rooms waS‘necessar11y ment1oned, accompenied o
by the now commonp]ace view that the YMCA "shows str1k1ngly how

different these amusements may be when under different 1nf1uence‘"105

kil

h1gh11ght1ng once. again the 1mportance of e*fect1ve church_'

and it was: observed that "most cr1me is comm1tted dur1ng 1éisure
hours,"106
invoivement in th&s-area The e11te nature of the YMCA 1n another
Ontar1o town, St. Cathar1nes, was ev1dent in the 1ament of the in- '
vestigation. comm1ttee concern1ng the 1nadequate fac111t1es of the
YMCA there, and‘ﬁt\a]so under11ned’that }n_fact'tne church,hadnrecogf_

EN

nized the hegemony of. this organization regarding the ‘Christian pro= -

vision for the physical side of’]ife; The Sooering!reality of the
findings of empirical s was dispelling the:idealiem ofvthe :

sociallgospe1 1n contrast-to Rev. ShOre's searc-'ng questlon a

.decade ear11er, “Ought not every Church have its own YMCA or equiv-

alent?"

It 1s surprising that a city with a popu]ation f over
. 17,000 should be attempting to serve’ its. young men With a-
Y. M C.A. bui1d1ng, which is without a swimming poo], running
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track, boxing or wrestling rooms or lecture hall, and with
very ' limvted room in every other particular. This proves a
-serioui handlcap to ‘the work which the -organization would Tike
to do. :

- Perhaps the- church was undergoing a change of mind? Certa1n1y the
comm1ttee be]1eved the YMCA should ‘be the 1eg1t1mate prov1der of
_phys1ca1.recreatlon, and they could cont1nutho do 1t more conven-
iently thah'could'the church, ‘The cOmmittee elaborated?
In-&ﬂﬂs way the Y. M C.A. would become the recreat1ona1 centre
. for all the boys' clubs connected with the churches, as ha's
been so sucgessful in’ many cities. There is no need of church
gymnasiums, One well- equ1pped gymnasium can take care of all
the work. 108 . v
'The value of the SOC]a] survey espec1a11y to the Method1st and
Presbyter1an denom1nat1ons was that 1t kept the church abreast of
- what was happen1ng within the commun1ty at 1arge, enab11ng it to

take better advantage of fac111t1es and programs, wh1ch were ‘admit-

‘tedly outs1de the church but to. wh1ch the church could g1ve 1ts

commendation. - - . o - " o . ﬁyfy

3Nhen the YMCA asked fortcooperation from the churches

for 1ts p1anned expans1on 1nto rural areas, the Presbyter1an and

Westm1nster raised the question of protestant support for the
scheme. "N111~the churches enter ungrudgingly and who]eeheartedly |
_ into the co-operation proposed?" asked the periOdical of its read-
ership. Be11ev1ng that they should the Journal c1ted advantages
vsupporting this viewpoint
1. To regard not merely the religious interests’of people in
- the' narrower sense, but-to keep in view the development of
the whole persona11ty--physical mental, spiritual--~is.

recognized as betng thoroughly in harmony with the mind
and - example of Jesus Christ. . . .



2. - The men- who are carry1ng on th]S work under the ausp1ces
of the Y.M.C.A. are, with sgarcely an except1on ‘not only _
Christian men, but fa1thfu1 churchmen. They can be trusted
to be loyal- to the things for which: the Church stands.v. o

3. The Church owxng ma1n1y to her denom1nationa1 d1v1s1ons,
is not, in the meantime at-least, in as -good'a position as
-an outside drgaq12at1on ‘to carry on a work. which to be

- successful must ‘enlist the co-operation of the whole com- ‘-
munity. . ... And so the alternative, as regards these
special act1v1t1es, is not, in most cases, the Y.M, C A ‘or -
“the Church[ 1t is’ the Y. M C.A. or nothing. ‘

T Let/us choose to make it a great 1nstrument for -
deve10p1n@ in ‘the Canadian’ nat1on a strong and c]ean and
Christian manhood 109 . , . |

The Presbyter1an Church at 1east the. part in concurrence w1th thev

ed1tor of the Presbyter1an and Néstm1nster wou]d be11eve that the

gospel message and physical recreat1on were not 1ncompat1b1e.’jLn., | E
fact, suchTSuccessful eXamp1es of cooperation ‘would 1ead to much
greater cooperatlon in programm1ng for thJ‘phys1ca1 as wel] as the
sp1r1tua1 needs of the young. But not everyone w1th1n the Presbyter1an ;
-§and'Methodist churches oaye.unqua11f1ed support to-the-YMCA to'move
wholesale ‘into what had’been dominantly the eXClusdve“jurisdictioniof

the rural church

- The Presbyter1an Record found many reasons c1ted b{gdetrac-f
tors of the scheme from w1th1n the church; but severa1 of these weoe
weak’arguments. The YMCA was accused of deviat1ng radica11y from ' 1ts |
original purpose, namely, he1p1ng young mens The re11g1ous work in
'the:rural community was centered in the rural church and-the-YMCA
scheme would subvert the interest, affect1on and support of the young '-ﬁ

from existlng churches making the rura1 minister s work more diffi--

cult. The young in rural Canada, 1t was’ argued wére the hope of the

P
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‘ church of ChPISt in. the future and the church depended upfn the,reli—f« . jl

o _g1ousv11fe of the young~being\§:ntered 1n the rura1 church S1nce {vff S
;the YMCA had not yet develdped ac111t1es of 1ts own “in these areas,:5f7

-~d1ff1cu1ty was anticipated 1n trang to schedu]e YMCA‘act1v1t1es in Af

. eXisting:facilities. Furthermore, the rural. commun1ty had its own’

‘v‘

d1ver51ons and -relaxations as pleasant as those of‘%he“c1ty and d1d

not need the YMCA. The ed1tor only noted the arguments far, and

a

'against the extensron of YMCA work w1thout g1v1ng any firmer 1dea
t about the ‘extent to which they were held by the church, stat)ng

:only that these "are some of the reasons . » . SO far as they»have

&

"'aPPeared " , T R C /

0ff1c1a11y, however, sanct1on was be1ng given to support

[

;the YMCA At the Forty-S1xth Genera1 Assembly the fol1071ng year,y,.

1920 the Comm1ttee on Coord1nat1on unan1mous]y agreed Uhat a

. < A . S _ "}
dstand1ng comm1ttee be formed to - ‘ j - &w‘ 5-

~

act in an adv1sory capac1ty in a11 matters affect1hg the .rela-
~tionship-of the Y,M.C. A. to the Churches -and- of the Churches- to -
;xthe Y.M.C.A., and ‘that a -copy of ‘this resolution be sent to :
“each. body represented in this conferente for the1r approva1¢and
4 appo1ntment of de]egates.ll?, B
'Represented were Bapt1st Congregat1onalist Angl1can Method1st and -
Presbyter1an churches, and the YMCA The 1atter organ1zat1on was hT
demonstrating a formative 1nf1uence on the denom1nations 1n general

' and on the young peop]e $ societ1es of‘the churches 1n part1cu1ar. j_‘“

':,.The fo1low1ng_year & Jo1nt comm1¢tee on young peop]@ts work wa f:
‘festab1ished with a mandate to exam1ne even more: r1gorous1y t e"",\

nfyoung ﬁoy prob1em.‘ The 1dea had been sol1dify1ng for somg tlme and o

‘tﬁ invo]ved all protestant denominations. Youth and Service exp1a1ned-"5”

Coenst ? e C :
e - T
‘ . I» N d .




- . For some time leaders in work w1th young men and women a11
- over North America have been carefully exam1n1ng -existing pro- 3-,*
igrammes and. types .of organization for young .peopTe. A few =
months ago a group.of Canad1an 1eaders,‘represent1ng the - Young
.. People's.Sociéties of the various denominations, such as the , A
o ALYLPLAL, the B.Y.P.A.. [Baptfst], the Westminster Guild, the L .
-QChr1st1an Endeavor, .and the Epworth League, and alsé the Sunday "
- School organizat1ons and the:Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., met infor-
- malﬂy to study the question of a. programme for’ young people that
" might be used with necessary mod1f1cat1ons by all se bodies.-
Several meetings were held, and some progress wqgiﬁgge In
January action. was taken to form a permanent join comm1ttee on - _
~young- people S programme and it is hoped that this committee 113
w111 make progress 1n its important work as rapidly as poss1b1e

'_ _There were 1qd1cat1ons, however that the churches were becom1ng

gr;-chat[thewgu1d1ng.pr1nc1p1e5'setout by the commlttee_were anyth1ng

'1ncreas1ngiy goncerned abdut ‘the sp1r1tua1 nature of the young in .

.the post-war soc1a1 m111eu For one th1ng there was no m1stak1ng o

S
R . . a X . o - - [
but thoroughly religious in emphasis, which fundamentally acknowledged .

) : Lo L - Lo . o ‘ - . L . 3 - /
- other aspects of the‘individua] but kept the prime purpose of the

{

church to the fore.. The ma1n features of- the env1s1oned program |
' '1nc1uded 1) study--b1b1e mlss1ons, teacher tra1n1ng, commun1ty
l needs,,etc., 2) worshrp--church serv1ces young people s meet1ngs,

-private deyotion 3) serv1ce--act1ve part1c1pat10n 1n church and
]

114

/
-The underlying assumption was that in prOV1d1ng fu]]y for their require-

communitziwork and i ) social 11fe--fe110wsh1p.and special meet1ngs

'ments, it was expected that young peop]e wou]d part1c1pate in-church
serv1ces meet1ngs for study, and meet1ngs for train1ng and fe]low-

115 The diff1cu1ty 1n accept1ng the YMCA was that 1t was too '

hsh1p
concerned‘L1th the physica1 to su1t the 1nc11nat1on of ‘the denom1na- o R‘
tions who saw their purpose as. spiritua] ' The reasons g1ven by those

| not supporting the move of the organization 1nto rura1 areas ind1cated

\ * | | |

\
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that the church was qu1te concerned with the sp1rrtua1 wel fare of
_tthese communlties The YMCA had trad1t1ona11y laid considerabTe
‘fstress on its. phys1ca1 department but at th1s t1me @here was 11tt1e

.f} 1nd1cat1on that w1th1n the denominations, this passion for greater

,care of the body was a domhnat1ng 1nf1u%nce over ‘the m1nds of church

: Teaders 1n young people' S work Tn the post-war pTann1ng period,
! ‘the<§ appeared to be an 1ncreased awareness of the need for spiritual
i tgu1d nce furthered by the dec11ne of the soc1a1 gospel,

. The Ang]1can church in Cafada—was also represented on the
Stand1ng Comm1ttee but they had fhjwnwihe\Teast sympathy for the
‘spread of this organlzation and its "YHCA-methods " In fact

- AngT1cans on occasion woqu use th1s closer harmony in sp1r1t
between the denom1nat1ons and the YMCA as a po1nt of attack when
passing jddgment on them.;?t’ AngTicans.were divided on the issue
6% support'and cooperation'with the YMCA The att1tude of many
: AngT1cans towards the YMCA might alsbd be representative of the
fee11ngs of conservat1ves in the more- evange11ca1 denom1nat1ons
untouched by the social gospe1 message towards physical recreat1on

An editorial on the deveTopment of Church Inst1tutes in

England provided the editor of the Canadian Churchman 1n 1903,

opportun1ty to speak on the benef1ts of such organ1zat10ns in Eng]and,

and, in the edjtor s op1n1on, their CanadTan’equivaTent, the emerg1ng

.3

YMCA.

These institutes aim at promoting the reTigious, 1nte11ectua1
socfal and physical welfare of their members. They organize

- classes and lectures,; provide amusement and recreation, and,
by giving access to a gymnasium and baths, provide for the.
physical wel] ~being of" the members ‘They are in large towns of
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great benefit in breaking down a narrow congregationalism, and
in . bringing the churchmen of the town into closer touch and more
- frequent inte(course with each other. They are, in short, to
- churchmen what the Young Men's Christian Association is to the
undenominationalist. ,'. . Excellent as the Y.M.C.A. is in many °
IOf its featuresi, and helpful :as many a young man may find it-in
a.large city, it ‘has this advantage to a ChuPchman, that so far
as it deal]s with doctrine and worship it does so from a dissent-
ing, or undenominational. standpoint, and not from that of an
intelligent and loyal Churchman. To us this is'a radical defect,
and must tend to make young Chgrchmen in. such an environment less
attached to the doctrine, discipline and worship of their own
household of faith. The Church of-England has marked denomina-
tional features and characteristics, and if her young members are
thrown in close association with those, who, however sincere,
seriously differ from them in religious thought and methods, *
they cannot but be affected by the atmosphere they breathe and
‘the associates they meet with. In a word, the Young Men's
Christian Association is more congenial to the Nonconformist
and the Undenominationalist than it can possibly be to the

pAnglican Churchman, and in the practical working out must be more

helpful in building up Nonconformit{ than in extending the
influence of the Church of England.l17  C - ’

. <The author continuedvnbting the existence of a Church of England

- Institute in Halifax, suggesting that this type of organization

should be built up and receive the patronage of Anglicans. The

objettives of another Maritime Institute, at St. John, showed what

might be*e{pected of such institutes if‘théy'were developed further

> in Canada. \Its purpose was to unite churchmen in promoting: 1) the

adVancement of,ré{fgion in accprdancg Qith the princfp]es of thé
Church of England;léj the encourégément qf kindijtihtercourSe among
its members; 3)‘£hé diffu;jpn of general kanTedgg in subordination
to religion; and 4) the provision#of innocent récreatiQn and amuse-
ment._l,18 These ideals weré simflar to ihbs;\af the YMCA,‘but~in
practice, as one 1e55'enthusiaéfic Ang]icaﬁ nofed,,the Ihstitutes

eétablishéd on Canadian soil were éssentia11y oniy reading;robms.119°

]
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Angliéané expressed diametfically opposite views concerning -
thg YhCK. Aﬁg]itans on one extr§Te beiieved the‘orgﬁnization'was
pnpvidfﬁg needed recreatfona] oppbrtuﬁities without: in any way inter-
fering.with the integrity of the Church of EnQ]and. Tﬁe laying on
May 14, 1912,Iof the cornerstone of a new céntraT YMCA-Sui]djng in
Toronto provided such aﬁ occasfbn for support. 'Laudfng tﬁe acéom-

plishments of the organization, one Anglican observer later added:

There is a happy unity in the Association activities which
obliterates the denominational differences. There has been much
tak of Church unity in recent times, but the Y.M.C.A. has been
practicing it for nearly seventy years. - Loyal to the Church,
usyrping none of the Church's functions, it binds together the
men of all faiths for the service of their fellow min. While

it is Christian to the core, it opens its door widely to all. .
Its buildings and its activities give substance and reality to
the good impulses and desires of those who wish to help young
men to fight a winning battle, each one with strength as the
strength of ten because his heart is pure.120 '

However, there was concern from some Anﬁ’hcan supporters of the YMCA
‘that it might be leadingvAn§1icans away from the church. This con-

-4

cern was eJ%dent in the remarks.of another contributor to the -

Canadian Churchman regarding the view that physical recreation was . =~
. N _
not the mandate of the church and should be Teft to outside agencies.

It is certainly no part. of the duty of the Catholic Church,
or of the denominations, commonly called churches, which it con-
tains, or of the congregations.or churches which make up such-
denominations, to provide ‘tennis lawns, gymnasiums, swimming
baths or concerts for young people, nor do I suppose that what

- some of the young people are reported to have said, means that
they would 1ea¥e the Catholic Church as above defined to obtain
such things.12 : : . -

Q

The social gospel message was not sustained by those who believed
that the church had a spiritual function only, to "preach the Gospel,

and to teach all to observe the_;ommahdmehts of her Founder."?2



. ) v This contributor argqued that_physicaf recreation was "no
part‘of the duty of the Catholfc Church," instead the ﬁnswer was to
cu1t1vate the c1osest and most friendly. re1at1ons with the YeM.C. A
and the Y.W.C.A., and work with a&d through them;—as—far as poss1b1e,
e in connect1on with amusements and recreat1ons w123 The Canadian
‘ &

Churchman endorsed greater cooperat1on with; the Association particu-

larly as the organizat1on, the editor felt prophetically, would

' emerge an even greater communiforce following the War. Tradi-

tionaf1y~the Church of Engldg fad not supported the YMCA but its
phys1ca1 rgcreat1on work was well known to the denomination. "The
att15ude of the Church of Eng]and towards it 1nlthe past.has not

.aTways.been,entire1y‘sympaghetic, although 1argé:numbers oF its supé
porters, both among clergy and 1aymen, are and have been Anglicans."
In 11ght of Timited recreation programm1ng within the church the f
editor felt that the YMCA shou]d be g1ven more encouragement both
by Angl1cans and thgse in the other denaminations.

, By surrounding young men with a Christian atmosphere and at the
. - same time providing them with opportun1t1es for recreation and
v “social_ intercourse, it is doing.\a most valuable piece of work,
a work that cannot be done as w%g;: and need not be done, by
any one denom1nat1on by itself.l
The commencement of the RED RIAﬁgLE CAMPAIGN by\the YMCA
brought out the strongest 1nd1ctment ‘afjthe usefu]ness of the YMCA
to the Church of England After an 'initial sharp reaction, ‘the issue
~of a rura] YMCA faded but this reaction showed the other" extreme s1de
of Anglican opinion and~underscored the trad1tiona1,antagon1sm be-."
= tween the .Church of England and the YMCA. There was no social gospel
rhetoric to be fougd in'the words of those opposed to the Association.
o S - . -

o

¢
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' There is more sp1r1tua1 1ife in the atmosphere surround1ng
_a Baptist,Methodist, Presbyterian, or Holy RolTer congregat1on,
where at least definiteness as to the Son of God is sometimes .
taught, .than in the vacuum of so-called Chr1stian fellowship i
which strives through one hundred and one pleasantries to bring
men to a knowledge of the truth. Give a non-religious man the
.use of a billiard table, a swimming pool, and an active cafe-
teria, and he will never hope for help from either the doctrines
or practices of the Church of England. ®The rite of adm1ss1on
to the Y.M.C.A. is the payment of the member s fee,125
A f]urry of counteracting rebuttals ‘followed wh1ch 1nd1cated the
church was changing its’ position but this could not deny thatﬂamong
the conservative elements in the Anglican church,éthe physical rec-
redtion work of the Aésociation was not viewed positively.
At this time the spirit of social changeVWasby no means
dead. ' Of course, there were those who preferred that'the church
~ Took after its sp1r1tua1 commission to the exclusion of all other

cons1derat1ons no matter how worthwn11e they might 1nherent1y be. -

Man

agement. of the physital work program within the YMCA and suggested

cial gospellers, however, wanted to go beyond mere encour-

instead'direet involvement by the.chgrch in this area. Ironically,
it was YMCA initiative which found a compromise'program more ‘accept-
able to evange11ca1 and conservatlve alike: one which'atiempted |
encouragement of a basic recogpition oﬁ all aspects of life--body,
m1ndAand-sp1r1t-fbut which offered.spme f1ex1b111ty of 1nterpreta-
tion, | o | |

- The program whlch evo1ved was the Canadian Standard Eff1c1ency .
Tests (CSET), a program encompass1ng four categor1es- Inte]]ectual
Physica] Re11g1ous or Devot1ona1, and Socia] (also referred to as -
Service). -'In p1ann1ng_the program,the YMCAvsought ady1ce from an

eminent American educational psychologist, Herman H. Horne, who

P
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’recommended/that’a balanced program'was essential, and so the YMCA’s.
old fourfold formula was adoﬁted 126’ The f1rst edition of- the tests.
appeared in October 1912, and wh11e the fourth ed1t1on was being
prepared under the dkrect1on of the Boys WOrk Comm1ttee of the
National Counc11 of the YMCA the suggestfon came to the comm1ttee .
a
that if the p1an were made progress1ve and more comprehens1ve, 1t ‘

m1ght become the accepted program of wont for teen-age boys in . .

B

127

Canadian Sunday schooTs The denominations responded by appo1nt-‘

. ing a number of prom1nent secretar1es from the var1ous Sunday schoo]

"~

comm15310ns to assist in. adapt1ng thTS YMCA program to meet \
the needs of the churches These lncluded Rev. R. ‘A, ﬂ11tz an -

Ang11can Rev. R. L Farewe]], a Methodist, and Rev. C. A. Myers, a

Presbyter1an.128 Several of the denom1nat1ons were optim1st1c from

the begmmng,129

Q,

program shou]d not be dom1nated by any other 130 The most 11beral

but were adv1sed that the sp1r1tua1 aspect of the

of all denom1nations encouraged CSET for 1ts potent1a1 benef1ts._
~ The immedijate value of the tests was that 1t secured a broadened

lweekdayrprogram within the church; one wh1ch continued to be expanded 17
into the post-war reconstruction period ‘ Its virtue was that it
provided the church with-a reg1mented format readily adaptabTe to -
suit most parishes and more 1mportant1y, compat1bTe w1th the pro-::.
testant . mentality concerning phys1oa] recreation Even. the socia]
'gospeT could not erase among its adherents ‘that trad1t10nal Tove of -

order, 1mp1y1ng as Barker had noted that to the protestant denom-—k

‘inations form was as 1mportant as content 131
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| while there was generai acceptance of this program in all
‘denominations during its first years of application, this acceptance
", was by no means universa] Moreover, its specific use was somewhat _

restricted if statistical data on potential and actua1 users is

interpreted correctiy Macleod in his study of adolescence and ‘the
LTYMCA during the period of the soc1a1 géspei, ciaimed that the pro- o
gram proved hopelessly cumbersome and- attracted on1y 13 421 boys &

n-1919. 132

Other statisticai ev1dence 1nd1cates that the percentage |
of youth invobyed in church organizations based so]e]y on. the prin-
?'Ciples of CSET name]y Tuxis and Trail’ Rangers, was smali 133 Of a
f- survey of boys in Toronto in 1921, on1y 4.4% of protestant ado]es-
cents were members of Tuxis and Trail Rangers " The survey also
showed that an incredibie 91% of Toronto boys attended Sunday sch001

»

a tribute, no doubt to "Toronto the Good "134 This program, “how=
'ever, was'. but part of a broader one 1n which the church was actively
searching for appropriate soc1ai programming in order for it to reach
o[f@iarger proportions of the ado]escent group.

o During the war years particu]ariy, .the campaign to brOaden
'ﬂthe use of the CSET program gained con51derab1e momentum. The scheme
‘never proved a success at the Sunday sch001 1eve1 but more: evange—
lical denominations did off1c1a11y encourage,its adoption by groups
.other than Sunday sqhoo]s. Its name was changed to- Canadian Standard}
'Efficiency Training in 1918 to suit the spirit of the times and
',with siight amendments to the format,.its use was encouraged in a11

f:denominationai organizations.. Severa] claims for 1ts benefits ‘were y

<_'made. such as that by the Board of Sabbath Schools and Young Peop]e g

)

o




Societies to the Presbyterian General Assemply in 1924:

- Before the War, Young beop]e's Work was developing normally at"
a rather modest rate. Immediately on the outbreak of the War,
Young Men's Bible Classes and Young People's Societies melted

© away, in m7ny cases not a single eligible man being left. Even
‘as late as/1917 the decreases reached a total of nearly 200
organizations and nearly 9000 members. Fortunately just before
the outbreak of the War a remarkable forward movement began in
connection with work.among Older Boys and Girls (12- 18 years
of age) which has continued to develop in the C.S.E.T. and
C.G.I.T. [girls equivalent program] movements and which has done
much to help make possible the marked -growth of Young Peog]e's
Work (18 - 24), during the six year period 1917 - 1922.13 '

The CSET program was credited in the Presbyterian church with sig-
nificant importance. Growth in PYPA membefship increased from 42,000

to 97,000 during the period 1917 to 1922. This represented: not only

a substantial increase in-size of young people's organizations, but

. these figures included only th&se organizations'repprted to be con-

ducting midweek activities.136‘_Methodists, too, approved of the

increased use of the scgéme.  The E1eventh_Genera1 Conference that
year reborted considerable 6btimfsm for it: 5w? rejoice in the
»increasédﬁintere#t béing manifested-in'wgek-day're1igious instruc-
tion. . .. The C.S.E,T. ande{G.I.T.*progrémmes are,mbst heartfly‘,v
commended for the broadvahd efficient'trainfﬁg.whfch is émbodied‘ih

137

them, 'Thé‘gospel message of the church's greater involvement -

in social R]anning‘and soc1a1'regeﬁ¢ration had'taken'roof; it re-
mained to be seen if with it came“a'cﬁanged'atfitUde about the e
‘Highér recognition of thé-body and fhe use'for-physiCa1 reéreatjon
ih Canadian Byoteéfagtism which thé“socialpgospel alSo‘encouraged;' q
In the fénks,bf gethodish; é;osgfytizing thé'viftues of the

" CSET program was.more a matter of edUQation,than one of COnVersidn,l



Thére Seemed to be little open hostility. to this YMCA-sponsored,pro-

gram and progress of the organization was reported in its youth

periodicals from time to time. A 1engtﬁ}'artic1e appeared in Youth

.and Service, as an example, giving an overview of its historical

development to 1916.

A ¥ - N
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During the Tast twenty-five years many efforts have been put

- forth in behalf of 'teen age boys. Boys' Brigades, Boy Scouts,

’-Knights of King Arthur-and'a¥3core or-more of boys' organizations
.-have been promoted and have done much.not only to help boys, but

also- to determine correct methods 'in. boys' work. These experi-

‘ments have been carried on along, two general 1%pes."0ne‘in con-
i

nection with the churches through the denomina
denominational Sunday-school boards and culminating in the
appointment of a Commission on the 'Teen Age some years ago.

onal.and inter-

The other in connection with the Y.M.C.A. and culminating in the

investigation into boy 1ife made by the Men and Religion Movement.

. . . This Committee [Canadian Standard Efficiency Tests Committee

of the YMCA including interdenominational support] has developed

the programme until it is.now the recognized programme of work for

‘teen-age boys in the Protestant churches, Y.M.C.A. and Sunday-~
school associations of Canada.

We can szarcely overestimate the value of setting up such a
national ideal. , S

The serenity with which ]iberaT Methodism accepted the scheme con-
trasted with tHe reaction some Anglicans felt towards it.

Tied up with Anglican opinion of the value of CSET were

broader gquestidns dealing with the requirements of the Anglican -

communion and acgsptab]e outside agencies which could meét the high

aspirations of {the denomination. Comparison of the YMCA, and its

novel program, with the Boy Scouts, the traditional favourite of the

Anglican %%urch‘for resolving the boy problem, created tension in

4

discussions on the issue.

. The reporting of fhe YMCA-sponsored "Coast to Coast Boys
. . i o . v&
| ,
!

'



Work Conference" held in Toronto in the fall of-lglb served to}

‘ bring.out_some of the jatent‘issues concerning CSET. The Canadian"xud
Churchman observed and reported on most of the details -‘A-number

of 1ssues were raised by the article on the conference, wh1ch noted
the absence of any Ang11can 1eaders in boys work, po1nt1ng upxthe
slowness with which Anglicans were becoming involved in CSET com-
pared to other denominations; The Churchmgg elaborated: |

Every denomination had its 1eader and expert in boys work

who could answer questions, and assist in planning for the
future work. We few Ang]1cans who met together [ten percent . -
of the total as reported in a subsequent art1c1e] not only
missed this very necessary part of assistance, but missed that
feeling of unity in this national effort to serve the boys. 39

. v -
The editor followed with a messagecof endorsement,

Boys' Leaders--We endorse most heart11y'what was said by
one of our correspondents in last week's issue regardlng the
need of greater interest on the part of the Church in the
efforts to develop leaders in boys' work. Corisiderable was
done along this Tine by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew but,
unfortunately, this has been allowed in the main to cease.

The Churchg through the Sunday, Schoo] Commission, has the
machinery that is needed but here we are handicapped by lack
of funds. One result of this, as was pointed out, is that:

- many of our boys lose interest,and'drift away from the Church.
In the past the "Boy Problem" was regarded by many as a hope=-’
Jess one. We know to- -day. that it is most hopeful, provided
we can get proper leaders. . . . Would it not be wise, though,
to extend the same spirit [of philanthropy]l to the activities
that are striving to lay better foundations for the future of
both Church and State? "Better a fence at the top of a cliff
than an ambulance at the foot."140

After the program had been in OperatiOn tor.some time addi-
tional support came from those who had had persona1 experience with
it. Such leaders saw the benefit of a midweek program invmaintatné
ing the al]egiance of the young boy, and as to;the:program content -



itself:

T think the reason why .so many church clubs fail is because
" they are only for social, amusement, and not aiming at anything.
higher. The Canadian Standard Efficiency Tests forms a splendid
_programme. . , . The -meeting is opened with prayer and a Bible
discussion- for half an hour. Afterwards, they come together; for
. @ helpful talk, then some tests are taken, or debates on live
topics, after which.we play group games. Once a month we have
beans, each group having a table by themselves, so they can give
their yells, etc., after which an address is given. ‘During the
season the fellows play inter-church and inter-group games of .
~ -hockey, indoor and outdoor baseball. What is the result? Through
the grace of God we are holding our felléws and increasing our '
- attendance 15 pér:cent.l141 -

The CSET program did not Timit participation in physical recreation
to that prescribed in the tests. Numerous similar aktic1e5'1auding;
. the édvaptages of the CSET program appeared for’fhe next few years
until interest: in this social program“qgminated all other social "
editori%l interests. Clubs gave examples of their‘entirélyear's
program under the schemé, in'bqﬁh:uritteﬁ and tabular fbrmat;142
‘The YMCA CSET pfogram,'tfeated‘1ibefally'with-the:bTeSSings of the
editof,143 was uncharacteristically &pp]éuded‘as a sound:pfpgramjand
liberal Anglicans were responding. = |
~ Coeval with this;sudden interest:jn»thé'CSET_prograﬁ.the
YMCA Taunched its RED TRIANGLE CAMPAIGN and the cracks began'to.
appear in the foundation Tajd by’the.chUrch'media;_;One antagbnis;
issued his obinion_of"the.YMCA}Q{fh.a-certaih'iqyéctive? |
We are-asked to bé]%éveltha this wonderfully 6rgahized- o
force, so modern-in social spirit,\so broad in its activities,
is to be neecessary to.the working of\a "successful" church., .
Success 1s found in' the achievement of\ideals. . . . Here the
Anglican Church fundamentally differs from the Y.M.C.A. ~With
- Christ's. promised Presence- enshrined in the Word and the - .
- Sacraments, the Church présents this Ideal to the world; leav-
' ing~the3resu1ps_to.the<Holy'Spir1t,.'whereas the - supporters of

2z



the Red Triangle labour -nebly—in- the twi]ight of good works,
marking success by increase of membership.

a.Meanwhiie, could the Anglican church be adopting YMCA methods? Ful]-»,f'

'vpage advertisements appeared in the Canadian Churchman selling the
145

pr1nc1p1e of the CSET program with 1ts 1dea1 format of having'a

four fold program offering a. broader scope for work wlth ‘boys.. Pro-
'tagonists of the scheme were encouraged to speak out in 1ts favour
The we]l known Canadian c]eric Rev Dr. J.” L Carrol];tspoke high]y
of the scheme "The C. S E T is the onTy efficient method that we
have today which" gives us the key to ]eadership for the days to come
. Concerning ‘the athTetic or -physical portion of the program, he con-
c1uded:' "Our ath]etic events give us a povnt of contact with every
normal boy. ThTS feature does not predominate, but 1s onTy one of
_ many usefu] 1nc1dents The great 1dea1 we ho]d up. is serv1ce--Jesus

was the greatest servant of mankind "14€ There were a few discordant

*r.

opinions coming forward which kept the issue aTive

o Sir,--without hesitatlon 1 can, for myse]f answer :
“Superintendent s".question about. the C.S.E.T. "The boy,"--"
the wholesome, red-blooded boy--has no use for it. As'a train-

- ing in priggishness, unwholesome seTf—consciousness, goody-

- goodyness, nothing could be more effective. . . . I would not
care to have the C.S.E.T. method adopted in my Sunday “School,

- or in ‘any boys* society for. which I was personaTTy responSIbTe

And as to the suggested aiternative _ - .

'It seems to me that the Church in Canada is missing a grand
opportunity.ﬁn the Boy Scout movement. . . . Tt appeals to.all
‘that is best in the boy and develops his sense of duty, honor,.

g TEPITSm, . ‘individual responsibility and: usefulness to others RO
“and to himself.. It is comprehensive and. ‘has contact with every -
- interest of a boy!s life. -As -an auxiTliary ‘to Church training -
- and Sunday-School work -as ‘well as-a means of. training in good :
c1tizenship, there 1s nothing else as -good, 1

Others condemned the program outright "If any of your readers



| '}1mag1ne that a11 they have to do to solve for themselves the boy

‘th1nk1ng "

N N

v o

© . problem is to adopt the C S. E T they had better do a 11tt1e more

140 :‘. . o ,.,.l ‘...; _ ‘n‘. : S ,')..I“, !. ". R

S1gn1f1cant1y, "Spectator," the week]y commentator on sub-:v

:‘JECtS of pub11c 1nterest and one who was, perhaps, as 11bera1 as h1s _

1 - \

| readership moved caut1ously on.. the 1ssue., Notlng that the dénom-

- 1eaders were themselves not’ up to "standard eff1ciencyf"- In h1s-

: 1nat1ons own Sunday School Comm1ss1on was 1ehd1ng its. we1ght beh1nd

‘ boys conferences, he sounded h1s concern that the sp1r1tha1 aspects ‘

of. the CSET program were not necessar11y benef1c1a1 if the boy

. / J
Character1st1c styTe he wondered if the program was . Just a 11tt1e

too much of a product1on- : .
In add1tion to all this the existence of a top-heavy organ1zat10n
" with committee and sub-committee’ to ‘the third and’ fourth degree;

Cwith managers and secretaries without number with buttons and

.. badges galore,. ‘with reams of letters and stamps to correspond, —

“We-seem to be overrun by an imported system that_is whol]y un- -
suited-to" Epe gen1us and Judgment of our people.

.....

His mot1vation was more to support the Boy Scout movement agalnst

der1s1on than to show any

”1nant d1s11ke for CSET in wh1ch he may

\

have had 11tt1e personal experIence.,."Spectator" e]aborated on h1$

_ op1n1ons dur1ng the fo]]ow1ng weeks.,

,It 1s appare\t that the tests are an essent1a1 part of the _
scheme, not a mere accessory. The leader is @xpected to "chart“
the boys progress or- étrOgress1on., We- are quite familiar with
physical tests--chest expansion, running ab111ty, etc.--and we
can soon settle those, Intellectual tests may very easily be
-applied by an: ~examination on. boois or nature. Social tests are
a little more diffTEuTtrand undefined, but presumably one can
~arrive at some general conclusion as to how a boy gets on with :
his neighbours. . . -« The thing, however, that bothers "Spectator,”
and evidently bothers many . thinking people who are keenly inter-
_ested in boys, is the efficacy and the wisdom of sp1ritua1 v
tests. . . . S g , T ”

s
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In the—gudgment of "Spectator" no such d1ff1cu1ty as has"

: been pointed out above arises out of the fundamental structure .

of the Boy Scouts. This organ1zat1on may seem to emphasize, -

.too fully, the 1nte11ectua1 and physical side of the boy to the
--neglect of the sp1r1tua1 but that would depend ent1re1y upon '

the Scoutmaster

S

' In their Zea] to app]aud this new form of contro], ambassa-

dors of the CSET movement often unnecessar11y degraded the Scout1ng

Angllcans than to fol]ow that ill- adv1sed course of act1on

movement and there was no qu1cker way to raise the 1re of many

Prudence

did. preva11 however as severa] contrabutors attempted to act as

peacemakers and balan“é:the,sca1es by reason One such contr1butor

RN

@ concluded: . "In reading the various: letters. wr1tten in commendatlonxz

[N

of the Canad1an Standard Eff1c1ency Tests, it seemsto me that the

Boy: Scout Movement has been cr1t1cized unfa1r1y by some and not been.

g1ven 1ts due pralse by others "151 In their des1re to f1nd a new

course for Ang11can youth work _many d1rect1y compared these forms

of programm1ng. Supporters of CSET cr1t1c1zed the Boy Scouts as not

offer1ng a broad enough program

Others cr1t1c1zedthe Scouts as we]l for be1ng too narrow"

-approach to boys'work "If the Church Lad's Brlgade and th

- ant Scout Master,:I agr

and the Boy Scouts, and as an ass1st-~
' that they are splendid th1ngs, but do

nz;,cgyer'tﬁé ground negessary to make a man, both physically’
Spiritually. They aiphold splendid ideals, but they ggend

We have the Lad S Br1gad

.most of their energ1es on the physical side of the boy

Scouts are do1ng this same thing for the Canadian Church in a defin-

~ite and nation-wide manner, 1 have yet to hear of it The-C;S.E.T.

takes time and consecrat1on w153 Others wou]d agree. 'g'

“‘ at stake in not whole- heartedly supporting th1s work [CSET]

. The Anglican Church has not as yet rea11zed the great 1ssue



But it is a great pteasure to the Anglican boys already inter- -

ested in this movement to see church after church adopting it.
Many of these churches have: tried the Boys' Brigade, the Boy

Scouts and other movements, but have found. something lacking
'_wh1ch they have apparently found"in. the C.S.E.T. Movement 154

‘vg\'There were essential differences between these apparentiy d1vergent

programs ~the. CSET and the Scout Movement which wou]d not be recon-

ci]ed espec1a11y regarding the phy51ca1 program each engendered 155

Perhap51t was a minority of Anglicans who supported CSET
‘but these were -split between those who accepted both forms of pro-
gram and those who were highly favourabie t;‘CSéT‘as a- substitute

156

“for the Boy' Scouts. Despite charges of undenominationalism in

its methods, and tRat Y.M.C.A. methods are not the Church's methods,h;

many’were'eager'to enlist these YMCA methods'to help in the resolu-
'»tion of the young boy problem even at the expense of. the Boy Scouts.
But for the time. being antagonism had been created and those sup-
»\;porting‘opposing-schemes continued~therr'war of words for a while
yet. ‘- - v
: The CSET program was changed during the period 1914 - 1916,
. to respond to the wishes of the church for a broadly. based program
but one which did not undermine the 1mportance'of‘a spiritual life.
_ During the war years the double billing given the program by the
_denominations indicated 1ts appropriateness in that time of national
o mob11ization.‘ After the war, however, this YMCA-sponsored program
,feil into re]ative obscurity although it later became the basis on
_which the Tuxis and TrailnRangers training programS/ﬁEre developed

| These became the backbone of weekday training within the United
i..Church of Canada unti] 1953 A Toronto survey in 1921 indicated

/
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that membership in Tuxis and Trail Rangers was half that for either

. @
the YMCA or the Boy Scouts, a survey which took 1nto account all pro-
© testant denom1nat1ons and others..l57 But what this survey does not ‘

~show 1s the 1ntense concern which was generated around issues relat-
. ing to the prov1sion of denom1natxona1 weekday act1v1t1es, nor do
they give any f1rsthand 1mpress1on about the prov1s1on of phys1ca1
recreation w1th1n the aegis of the church. The growth of a Canadian
soc1a1 QOSpel raised the 1eve1 of awareness concern1ng soc1a1 issues,
broad1y speak1ng, and th1s process was s1gn1f1cant1y affected by
L1nf1uences outs1de the 1mmed1ate realm of the congregat1on.

In the end, the experience of efforts on two~cont1nents to
'so1ve the boy problem came to bear upon the-Canadian understanding
of the problem and the solut1ons wh1ch were felt necessary for 1ts
resolution. Chr1st1an social programmers drew upon many avenues of
“ support, international and domestic, in order to study the adoles-

zcent and provide. a gu1de to positive act1onJ

Sports and Games

The 11terature of ado]escence was used as a pr1mer by social
”gospe11ers in the1r search for an appropn1ate social 1mage of phy51-
- cal recreation and sport. They sough% in this ﬂ1terature greater
understand1ng of amusement recreat1on, and sport terms which were
basic to the socia] study of phys1ca1 recreation But these terms
‘i; were by no means consistently app11ed - In fact they ‘were on occa-
nsxon used 1nterchangeab1y, which further comp]icated the task of

developing a social ph11osophy towards physfca] recreation and sport

“
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However, the use of such terms often implied expected or anticipated
6utcomes trgm invo]vement'with physical activity—-a’retrenchment

from immoraT‘behavipr’ better Church attendance greater'nationaT
patr1ot1sm better sportsmanship or fa1r p1ay--as we]] as demon-
strating an 1nterest in the social benef1ts of play, hea1th .and-
athletics. The h1stor1c church with its “gymnas1um and showerbath"
mentality had shown meagre 1nterest in the meaning behind such popu—.'
lar terms. The pass1on of the soc1a1 gospe] moved to change the
,_trad1t1on of the church.

By far the most ub1qu1tous term applying to phys1ca1 recre-
ation was that-of amusement. The word carried, however, axmoralo
connotation and for this reason it was eSpecia11y preferred in .
| Presbyterian,Iiterﬁture.' In order td:measure_the morality of-such
things as their amusements, Presbyterians inikeeping.with thefr.
11terary trad1t1ons d1sp1ayed a penchant for. rhymes, v1gnettes and
charts which would ostens1b1y po1nt the way. Nhether or not they

were effective, they Teft 11tt1e”doubt of the re11g1ous'm1ss1on

amusements were to serve. The Presbyterian Record, characteristically ’

. : : - . ' : 3
reprinting from another periodical, the Christfan Commonwea1th

prov1ded such a measure a seven step test to guide its turn-of-the-

century readership

" How tovTest Amusements

F1rst--Do they rest and strengthen, or weary and weaken, the
' ‘body? .
Second--To they strengthen and Best, or weary and weaken, the
brain? -
Third--Do they make resistance to temptat1on easier or harder?
. Fourth--Do they increase or lessen love for virtue, purity,
temperance and Justice?
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Fifth--Do they give 1nsp1ration~ahd qu1cken enthus1asm, or
stupefy the intellectual and harden the moral nature?

Sixth--Do they 1ncrease or diminish respect for manhood and
womanhood?

Seventh--Do they draw one nearer to, or remove one farther from,
_ the Christ?158 :

But_these were inadequate attempts to deal either with the young
boy ‘problem or the issue of proper amusement. They w&re'more‘a
: 1iterary convention than an attempt to seriously study a problem.

+ . . ER

Such'schemes;were characterjstica11y more proscriptive than prescrip- '
ttve, exemp]ifying rather a negativism towards:amuSement, resu1ting
from a lack of inVoTvement by the church in that area.

The growing concern of the church was that 1t become more
involved in understand1ng and def1n1ng such terms as amusement
vrecreat1on and sport, aSUthe young boy problem began to emerge’ as
a central theme in the soc1a1 p]atform of the denominat1ons The
church was needed. As one astute observer commented w1th reference
to the increased. care]essness with which young peop]e were coming
to regard their religion: "Most young peoplg, when not rem1nded :
of re11g1on, th1nk of amusement w159 Such statements tended to |
encourage extreme v1ews, promot1ng elther a denunc1at10n of amuse-.l
: ment or, in the case of those- 1nterested in promoting "pract1ca1
Chr1st1an1ty,“ encourag1ng the’ study of it, with a v1ew.to becom1ng
:1nvo1ved. Indeed, the-upsurge'of 1nterest in young peop]e s socie-

' ties at this time served not on1y to counteract the tendency of‘the
.unconfirmed to ta11‘into "carelessness of 11ang"15° but served'
also to counteract what the church too often saw in. other soctet1es,_

| namely, that "young peop]e 3 unions degenerate 1nto mere gatherings

%
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for a poor'kind of mutual amuséhent, often notat all of an uplifting

sort.“lsl With the rise of the young people's society came the

need for understandihg and definition of thfs_popular1y misundenr- -
- - ) C )

stood term. A | 9.

As interest in the,spcial gospel quicﬁﬁggg:_zpe need for a ’ ;
more informed view of physical recreation‘emé?ged. Social gospel
panegyric was reaching its heights in the yearsaimhediately before )/f’/"~'

e | '

World War I and at, the same time the church began to probe more

earnestly the meaning of such ;erms as "amusement” 4and "recreation”

-, for possible benefits for its social program. The Presbyterian - /
Record in its July citizenship topic for 1913 examined "Public

ﬁAmuseménts: Their Use and Abuse." The author of the article,

.. . ‘ N
Toronto‘c]eric, Rev. J. W. Stephen, considered the definition of

H

amusement. * ) : o

The Tegitimacy of amusement in ‘itself cannot be denied. .
% Nature demands relaxation. The bow cannot always remain strung. -~
"Amusement ,' as the word implies, is plainly a turning away
. from the Muses--a temporary suspension of the more serious tasks
of Tife. - ' :

- 4éhcouraged by a recent visit to Tdkont; by Jacob Riis, the Americén
| éaiﬂa;}ty on playgroumds, Steghen continued reinfqrcing the popular
beTief that where playgrounds and innocent amusement'were,prbmided'
crime';as matenia]ly-reﬁhced-énd é1hea1thy law-abiding citizehry
waé the logical result. Stephén Sé]ieVéd*that the need fof amuse-
menf'was further rejnfoféedipy the_charécter of the_'agé.162 ‘
| The popular understahding.of the word_"amuseme6t“ included
W such divefse"éctivities as afhfetics, the race course, the théatre,

' dancing “and Cardepléying. Examining ath]etics:in particu]ar;‘StephEnﬁ

)
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cons1dered jts v1rtues in h1story the Greeks had recognized t:'
1mportant p1ace of the stad1um;1n bu11d1ng a v1r11e ood; the
universities of the day were.us1ng athléti S in preparing men for
'the battlefield of 1ife and writeérs on Eugen1cs were f1nd1ng thafg"{
"starved nerves create unhea1thy appetftes resu1t1ng in the deter1-4

163 Ath]et1cs undoubted]y produced strong * ;

orat1on of the race,"
musc]es, but a1so, it was be]l\ved, self—control, sound Judgment
and chivalrous cons1derat1on for others. Its potential for promot-
ing such Chrjst1an 1deals appeared bound]ess.

Y'n practice, however, there were problems as athletics did

>

not:alwavs take the path of wirtue. But undismayed Stephen con-

tinged. "It is not to be inferred, however that_the domain of ) .
sports‘1s to be deserted by the Church and left to”the-enemy.. In -
Bible c]asses and boys'vclubs it should be possibielto so incu1cate
‘Chr1st1an ch1va1ry as to ra1se the whoTeostandard of ath]et1cs in a

w164 Such was the asp1rat1on ‘of one social’ gospelier. ,

community.
Ihat’this was most Tikely to happen on]y under the aegis of the

church or properly superv1sed commun1ty assOc1at1ons waSremphas1zed

by the Methodist Department of Temperance and MoraT Reform of the
Methodist Church Its 1913 report to the General Conference noted

-"As an ant1dote to impure- enterta1nment and bruta1n21ng sport we
‘wou1d urge our ministers and peop]e to encourage all clean, - healthy,
- recreat1on pleasure,- espec1a11y among our . young peop1e." The repbrt_f
: recommended further that commun1t1es shou1d provide social centres

where proper recreation under careful supervision may be enJoyed 165 S

“vThe cooperative 1aunching of a successful nation-wide soc1a1 ‘survey -
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by the Methodist and Presbyterian churches no doubt encouraged the

, 1atter view of 2. w1der provision of- amusement and recreation.

,x;

A further 1nSlght 1nto the understanding and . use of amuse-
ments is col]ected by Rev, W, R McIntosh s discus51on of "Religion
ahd Amusement " the Presbyterian young people s soc1ety topic for o
the week of Ju1y 19 in the fol]ow1ng year 1914 "Reiigion and . |

166

amusements have often been regarded as enemies," he" began._ He

be11eved a confessor of the former did not enter 1nto the 1atter for

fear of aliying with the trinity of ev11$ that are opposed to God
the wor]d the fiesh and the dev11 But a change had been effected
over this. somewhat historic v1ew the re§“1t of recent sc1ent1f1c
and_pedagogical 1nf1uences "'Reiigion and 'Piay,'“ Mclntosh con-
.tinued "instead of standing face to face, fighting each other, are
getting back to back in- the common fight for the welfare of youth

B and are both regarded as essent1a1 factors in the making of men and

167

B nations.f : Stressing the p]ay aspect of amusement, as had Stephen,

he noted the.recent exa]tation of p1ay to the rank of a profession, ;r

?

fwhiie 11bera11y quoting the American P]ayground Assoc1ation. ’The’

duty of the church was to encourage who]eSOme amusement and further-

more to redeem the world of amusement “to rec]aim the play 11fe of

168

the communlty for od. The soc1a1 gospel rhetoric flowed rampant

- The dream of the future T that a11 the'kin doms-of this -
- .world:are to become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His® Christ
- -This medns the ‘social-as well as the geographic kingdoms. So,
... that those who ‘toiT: for the making of better meh’and women, for
"+ sounder. bodies,-better contro]led minds,. brighter spirits: and

" better discipiined characters, "through the control’ and. deve1op-s*
" “ment of the people's: recreations and’ amusements,. wild have .the
o right at last to join with God's coworkers?i_ a11 ‘other; gspart-
' a;ments of socia1 service, in the chorus that never ends.u

BN

i,
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This notion of the importance of the playground in character develop-
ment was by no means uncommon but it received a wider audience with |
acceptance of the soc1a1 m1551on of the church The 1mportance of
the ‘playground as one ameliorator of social prob]ems=was fundamen—
tai]y sound but .in their zeal at times, soc1a1 gospe]]ers asked
1mp0551b1e demands of it as a genera1 cathar51s for all ages 170‘
MatIntosh too, asked for an outstanding change of attitude. I4'Then

v we have too ]ong and too often over]ooked the 'ethical’ 51gn1f1cance
of p1ay and sport So much is this the case that play shou]d be

5 conSidered as a form of social service rather than a'more or less

171

questionabie\a51de,of Tife." There' was much truth in restating

“the‘traditionai hoStiTity of religion and amusement, and”perhaps too
the soc1a1 gospe1 had an impossibie mission or at least an imprac—“
,\ tical message concerning the church's prov151on of physical recrea-
tion. L : S ;‘1",”v N :. h‘; e
\\\\& , ' Conservative protestants fOund it difficult to accept that
| the church had a respon51b111ty ‘to. prOV1de any soc1a1 act1v1t1es

let alone the prov151on of amusements.. Concerning "Church Amusements"
) ",‘ |

one Ang]ican c1eric responded to the tendency to iiberaiize the ‘

‘definition’ of what was properiy church work - f%ff:
After the question of where the duty rests tos prov1de rec— T
" reatiom, comés:that of consideration of the 1mportance, need andj,‘
~ability for: making such provi51on _ . RO

Vo -1 have had .in ‘my ministny singing classes, heaTth clubs, K a
E tennis clubs, socia]s, entertainments, picnics, etc., T realized . -~

_after some years that I.was- ‘neglecting the souls of the people

~ for the sake of their bodily, mental and social improvement. v .
‘Finally, I concluded spiritual. work ‘had. to take the first p]ace

- with me whoever was pleased or displeased, and :of late. years I
"have been ‘very sparing in the matt rof giving ‘time. -and energy o
to amusing and providing amusements for the people .S L
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It seems to me also that the church should be very circum-
spect as to the nature of its provision along these lines. ., . .

Compare James ‘4 with Colossians 4, and I think one can .
hﬁ;ﬁI{ocg;Slzdf gtherwwse than that the Church is rather to pray
Though this viewbcould find supporters from any denomination, many
Anglicans were suspicious of amusements withinéthe church.
As Anglicanism came to adopt the social gospe1 for its own,

a more liberal assessment of the_place and necessity of amusement
became more commonplace in its communion. The.ﬂhxr Rev. G. Thorne]oe
was 1nv1ted to give his opinions on amusement in the church but
0n1y on a limited aspect of the term.173 He outlined a few pr1nc1p1es
cons1stent with the more evangelical denom1nat1ons The rei1g1on
of the church was pr1mar11y a religion of joy, not of g1oom the .

. church d1d not deny amusements but Teft to the 1nd1v1dua1 conscienge
which amusements should be pursued. Taking an approach uniting )
social barwinism and environmentalfsm, he believed such a philosophy
. was in keep1ng with the "re11g1on of nature" stress1ng the wholeness
-of man, one in body, mind and spirit. But there were 11m1tat1ons.

’
"Recreation and amusement are not ends 1n themse1ves. They are

ch1ef1y aids- to work w174

‘The 1atter view, however, is not part1c-
u]arly ascribed to the social gospe1 which 1nstead stressed the

, soc1a1 imperatives .and the soc1a1 consequences of act1on, not the 4

~ v1ew that work was a re11g1ous 1mperative. But in context this view d
was 11bera] as well, in contrast to ear]ier views that encouraged a
_subst1tut1on of work for amusement an ethic that did not give way

| easi1y to a more progressive view.175
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~An editorial in the Globe sparked the ed1tor of the Presbyter1an

and westm1nster to. g1ve his op1n1on on how to successfu]]y un1te the

two. apparent1y divergent topics, work and amusement - While not1ng
that the Canadian youth was absorbed with his athletics, and even
admitting that.the.devotiOnltd sport can'be beneficial, he supported
the “sport" of gardening,’of making "play out of work," o

Games and sports have an-attraction of the1r own, espec1a11y for
- the young, that cannot be found elsewhere, and. 1t is probable
that certain benefits are to be derived from them that .cannot
be obtained otherwise. But weare confident that many people
- .would be surprised if they knew how much real pleasure, as well
as physical advantage, is to be found in occupations which, upon -
the surface, may appear to be simply forms of labor. We speak,
of course, part1cu1ar1y to those who are not regu]ar]y engaged
in phys1ca1 work.

. « . Speaking from some exper1ence we have no hes1tat1on
in commending garden1ng as a substitute. for golf or a variation.
from bowling. . T
“0f the physical benef1ts of garden1ng it is impossible to
speak too highly. There is great variety in the work, and this
is an advantage not only because it introduces the e]ement of
change, but because’ 19 provides exercise for all the various
muscles of- the . body.
Not everyone carr1ed the same 1nterpretat1on of ‘an 1nv1gorated con-'
~cern for phys1ca1 recreatﬁon w1th1n the church but the ed1tor
seemed to be on the r1ght track. Thornloe stressed that the Ang]1cang
ﬂ church could not afford to 1gnore thee]ementary truth that there was.
a legitimate p1ace for amusement within the church and not so1e1y
as a subtle form of work. He also observed that as far as accept1ng
- and prov1d1ng fbr amusement, the “Church had/shown 1ess\\han her

“177
usua] wisdgm

in the past
Presbyterians had the strongest v1ews about whidh amusements :

were worthy of 'support. In_an attempt to,guideayouthvon;this_subject,”7



.ga Montreal Presbyterian, Rev. B. s. Black wrote "Amusement That . Is

‘ worth While" as’ the Young People s Soc1ety topic for ‘the week of
fJanuary 23 1916 while noting that phy51cal recreation, relaxa-
tion, and amusement had a legitimate place in soc1ety, he stressed '
that amusements must bu1ld up morally or they are not worthwhile |
The main pr1nc1ples to follow Black concluded were- 1) Amusements ’
must be servants, not masters, 2) No Christian had - the right to.

: 1n3ure others, and 3) Body, mind and spirit must be con51dered when
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uch0051ng amusements. . The message concerning the serv1tude of '

sport or amusement emphaSIZed that when amusements get undue prom-

v1nence then the "extravagance and d1551pation they create are the

51gns of national decline and decay "179 Under such a philosophy the :

vgrowth of sport as a national cultural 1nst1tution would be difficult .

. at best. Presbyterians did not counsel combative or. bodily contact
sports or amusements such as boxing and wrestling, as f1t sports for
anyone. Black empha51zed that amusement must con51der all aspects
of. existence--body, mind and soul : This.philOSOphy did not permit
concentration on sport HlS comments were directed at profe551onal
sport but also applied to over 1ndulgence 1n amateur sport as well

| Healthy outdoor exerc1se seemed best to fulfill the needs of
Presbyter1an youth and this only as- part of a broader program,'
,one which 1ncluded reading and higher Spiritual concerns. Black ”
-believed that the acceptability of amusement was determined by the

attitude of participants, especially their attitude towards pleasure.'

. "To be always running after pleasure betokens a. low type of humanity. 3»-~1

Y°“th 5h°"]d'be happy, but serious too.; Continued levity emasculates‘.f":
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- the soul. | - To be ever cackiing may befit a goose but not a man "180 '
.Obv1ously Presbyterians had some difficuity in adopting the sociai
'gospei concept of the nece551ty in the scheme of things for 1eg1ti-
mate amusement accompanied by a spiritual commitment to ensure that ”A

"’che body was not negiected ; :gﬂ F -".:.,'51‘1 . \p

This view contrasts somewhat with the Methodist outiook

‘The report of. the Committee on City Problems of the Methodist
ADepartment of Socia1 Serv1ce and Evangeiismin 1918, saw a much higher;
~.place for amusement.‘ ‘ |

" The church must recognize more than- ever the 1eg1timate B
demand for amusement. Play has its part in the life of a normal’
'individuai, and- in some aspects may be as necessary as to. pray.
_ The amusements of the ‘people. if properi{ superv1sed are a means
Cof education and character deveiopment o
o B
Methodists tended to prefer the term-"recreation"'to that%of "amuse-

ment "'indicating, perhaps, a closer familiarity with the American

_ gospei of recreation182

and the de51re to use a more ‘modern term,. '
one which carried less connotation of 51n _\ | _

“ Concerning the prov1Sion of recreation 1n the Epworth League,{
Rev. ‘W. H. Stevens gave his v1ews during an annuai Epworth confer-,rv
7ence in 1913 _ His opening remarks deait w1th a definition of the

RECREATION is an e]astic word of wide Significance Some- o

- times it means that which entertains.;. .« Sometimes it 1s in

-~ the way . of diver51on.vh-. . : '. ‘ _
. Again it°1mp1ies heipfui exercise which whi]e it is. free : -

‘from the consciousness of toil, tends to recreate and stimulate -

“our being.. . We may accept. the term in its broader: signifi-’
cance; as comprehending all. that pleasantly and restfui]y engages,
: lthe attention -and resuits in richer fuilness of 1ife energy 1

His definition absorbed the concept of amusement



Cons1der1ng the p]ace of sports and games in the recreat1ve -
'11fe of the Canadlan c1t1zen Stevensﬁhad much of va]ue to say to
’h1s readersh1p, show1ng both his know]edge of the. 11terature of
_recreat1on and his v1r11e attitude towards the body

: ©In considerat1on of a quest1on of th1s nature one natural]y
* thinks of "Games." Those may be divided into three classes.
Games of strength. and skill, games of chance and skill, and
games of chance pure and s1mp1e. For games of -mingled strength
and skill, such as Tlacrosse, footba11 “baseball and hockey,
- provided they are p]ayed under proper conditions in an honorable
spirit, and not:to excess, there is noth1ng but commendat1on
" They train the hand. They train. the eye. They train to quick-
ness of the movement. They tra1n to almost instant balancing .
[s1c] of. probab111t1es They train to swift and definite deci-
sion. Indulged-in, in moderation under reasonable surround1ngs,
they -tend to make men. The Monks and Ascetics swung to the ex-
treme in. -viewing ‘the body as -an encumbrance, while the ‘material-
ists have erred more seriously in- regard1ng the body as.an
instrument of p1easure. The body is God's: temporary re51dence
“for the human soul. . . . We have in Canada the best outdoor
games to be found the wor]d over.: They tend to develop that.
‘contempt of pain. and danger which has ever been the mark of the
~ true hero. OQur national” games, however, cannot be said to be 184
free, from attendant ev1ls -This s 51ncere1y to be regretted

"’Th1s noble out1ook for the p1ace and sp1r1t of sport in Canad1an

culture deve]oped durlng a perlod of" soc1a1 gospel 1nsp1rat1on ‘per-.

"haps the p1nnac1e of a pure varlety of soc1a1 gospel, one whlch would; :

o soon be remo]ded “and bastard1zed by the ensu1ng world War. Stevens

L
.then proposed a resolut1on wh1ch was unan1mous1y passed by'the

,Convent1on demonstrat1ng in part the pass1on the soc1a1 gospe1

engendered for the p]ace of phys1ca1 recreat1on as a force for soc1a1

' reQenerat1on. .

,W. - At the suggestion of | r. Stevens, the Convention unanimous]y
|'adopted a reso]ution sett?ng forth its mind on the matter as '
‘fo]]ows. ST , o

| Taking cognizance of man's: socia1 nature and 1n view of the :
lmany social pleasures that so11c1t the patronage of our: members,

B -
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this Convention reaffirms 1ts be11ef that as a rationai being

. man is .social, and declareg that the gratification of the desire

_should. therefore tend to. inte11igence grace.and. character. We
" hereby enjoin upon our members that they make the League a social-
.centre and continue to prosecute with determination and vigor :
" a propaganda:in favor qf a social life in the community that
befits the Christian conception. that exto]s intelligent con-

. versation, studies in. soc1ology and civic 1ife, history and.

. -~kindred 11terary pursuits; a social Tife that scouts extravagance
- and ‘immodesty in dress, which makes character rather than wealth
or social prestige the standard of merit, that finds rest and
recreation in those rational activities and enJoyments which
violate no law of physical ‘health, foster no- criminal passion
or propensity and imperils no young life; a social life which,

- while it lightly and pleasantly engages the attention, w111
ennoble the soul, will chasten and hallow the nature, will
“dignify the personaiity, a social life which iterates-and
‘reiterates that’ men need all their mind. and’ strength for loving
“God and to do man's work in the. wor]d 185

.In short, perfection was sought across the entire range of human

“act1v1ty 1nc1uding mind body and sp1r1t Aspiratlons-were running"

high what could the Epworth League and kindred other young peop]e s

‘soc1et1es offer 1n rea11ty? what kind of act1v1t1es did the 1eagues
_partic1pate in which wouid ensure rest and recreation through
~“‘rat10na1 act1v1t1es and enJoyments v1o]at1ng no law of phy51ca1
'fr health,’ and fostering no criminai pa551on to 1mper11 the young7 ..‘
vThe search for appropriate working definitions of such terms as‘
.,amusement and recreation 1n effect educated the Church to the advan-

':.1tages and drawbacks which might accompany more practica] invo]vement.

’ <.

,~But the desire to reconstructegnd shape soc1ety under Christian
b_ideais appeared immutabie and the soc1a1 gospe] prov1ded most

‘:‘importantly a mandate for some to put into practice such h1gh ot

\\\During the. first decade of the new century the we1ter of

' young peop1e s societies had become the hallmark of the church'
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4 seriouS,ﬂitemptﬁto.stamp the‘mark of a ChriStian'life upon a youthi
ful sOciety. The church chose a11 three basic options regarding the
:prov1Sion of recreation and recreationai amenitiest It developed
_and encouraged recreation and athletic programs within 1ts organiza-
tion, 1t used adopted schemes which wouid suppiement its religious
and. cu]tural teaching; and it also encouraged part1c1pat10n in. the
~'more Christian soc1a1, recreational organizations, such as the YMCA

and. the Boy: Scouts. Enthusiasm for the social gospe1 coaxed some

_’to attempt the former two options of direc 1nvolvement, seeing\no

need to use‘out31de agenc1es, such as the } CA,'if the church awakened
to. the growing recreational demands of Canali' boyhood .

The Presbyterian Pre-Assembiy Cong ess was aware of the
o 1mpuise modern society had fostered for sports which young peop]e

“ 'were demanding and finding anywhere they cou]d A-western<contr1butor-

- to the Congress, and a stalwart.youth worker Rev; C“'A Myers, used

 the obv1ous preva]ence of sport coverage in daily newspapers to make
v h1$ case about commitment to change.-

One -question’ that .came up " for d1$¢U5$1on was whether they were
_giving enough space_to sports, and the unanimous conclusion ‘
~arrived at was thatf\qf they were-to meet the public demand for
" 'sports, they must give fifty per cent, more space than at present
And 1 suppose that newspaper gives just as much.space to sports
- .as any other paper in the city. I do not say that fifty per
- cent./more:would not be right; but I do- say that the. reader
determines what kind of paper he s to get

C If the newspaper editors and pub]ishers from the business
point of ‘view, wish to raise-the standards of their papers, I ..
appeal to you and.to myself. and to this great Congress to meet
them at-least half way.186 T | )

Concerning the provision of recreational and sport opportunity within |

ff ung people s societies the church had to try ‘to. be at 1east

S
ooy
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| as 1ihera] asethe young audience ;t hoped to'servet-d
The denominationS’chose'to’serve this impulse for ahmore

vigorous social Iife in a number of. ways" The most rational approach
_was to upgrade social programm1ng within the various young peop]e s
.'soc1et1es wh1eﬁ’was begun aggress1ve1y after the turn of the cen-
tury.  This'led to a modest acceptance and promot1on;of athletic -
associations~within‘the church. Inraddition,nclubs and associations
of a social nature including Boyszrigade'and Boy Scouts improved
'their social programming, but these more supervised programs empha-
sized substant1a11y less athlet1cs and gymnast1cs in preference for
Tower organ1zed activ1t1es such as h1k1ng and camp1ng The camp1ng
movement, for examp]e offered the church the opportun1ty to have
sports and games w1thin the list of act1v1t1es, but under qu1te con-
;trol]ed c1rcumstances. Such varied opportun1t1es formed the bas1c
pattern through wh1ch the denom;natlons cou]d provxde recreat1on i
or athlet1cs, and from t1me to time. most of them at 1east attempted
to do»so.» The CSET program_developed by the‘YMCA,,and‘1ater-cooper-
~ atively sponsored by thezchurch,-was bit]led as an ideal program
offering a hroader mandate-than athletics:alone.f'fhfs.program did
much to expose those not immediately ihvo]ved.in athletic programs d
e1ther through the church or community to acknow]edge ‘the phys1ca1
fs1de o:’]1fe. But the a1m of the church was. a1ways “higher than'_;

. recreation;. and not preeminently aimed at the body, but at the
{'-tsp1rit Tension was a1ways present Conservative churchmen be1ieved

:'that the church was "rather to’ pray than to amuse," and despite con-:i

cern those who cou]d support a more Ifberal view would grant that
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w187 and stii] yet the

..there was a "time to p1ay and a time to pray
| practical Christian" of the soc1a1 gospel might argue that play -
"may be as,necessary as to pray;“.a11 wou]d find the field of sport‘
an ooportune place to‘do‘battie over the saving of young souls.
During the first half decade of the twentieth century the

Anglican church was on1y s]ow]y giving pract1ca1 con51deration to
adopting liberal views on the place of_sports and amusements within .
the‘church. A number of current schemes were drawing_attention,

in particular the usefulness of the‘AYPA, formed‘in 1902, and other j
organizations which could cater'to more than just‘the spirituali
nature of the young bqy as:the institutional churches‘and church,;‘v
boys clubs had traditionally done;‘ Concerning'the iatter, its func-
'tion was-cieariy,.in theory and practice, of little athTeticIVaiue

~ to ybung bOys and men. Noting that the term "c]ub" 1nt1mated a

[oisel
vsoc1a1 orientation, one contributor to the Churchman wanted to set
the record straight by p01nt1ng out that in this country such organ-.'fl

e ——

1zations were not reaiiy deSigned for soc1a1 purposes._ The obJec-
tives of church clubs were for the most part, educative and operative

rather than social, and their,function,was tovFarrange,to discuss

at suitab]e intervals thOSe-larger questions of diocesan‘and inter-
‘ diocesan church interests which make for the upbui]ding of our great '

188

| communion." Although based on the pr1nc1p1e of prov1ding for ‘the

intel]ectual, socia] and phySicai weifare of 1ts membership, church '
~'1nstitutes and c1ubs were narrower in practice.l,89 'if -"( ‘;!f
As Anincans organized their young people s program 1n 1902 kg

the direction for the new AYPA was being discussed among Anglican
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clergy. The consensus was that 1f programs were aimed at "51mp11c1ty
‘and fruga11ty" and avoided "a11 appearance of ojtentation or extra-’7/

vbvagance,“ they could. be ah eff1c1ent handmaiden to the church aﬁd

warrant the cont1nued support of church off1c1a1s.lgq

And what of
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew? - This sma11-organ1zation’had been
in‘existence for some tine and~itvcertain1y did not appear to pos-
sess the necessary attr1butes for plun;kng head]ong into organ1zed
ath1et1cs. Cons1derab1e read1ng and social serv1ce requ1rements
dominated its prescr1beg act1v1t1es, and adm1ssaon to 1ts ranks was
‘ resﬁricted.' Many.found these‘harsh ru]es'of’servtce so demanding,
requiring,both cpmmunity and.hospitai work»for example, that they'

- could not always be TivedVUp to. 191

It was the Brotherhood of.St
’Andrew, however which 1ed the way, show1ng that devout Ang]1can1sm
and recreat1on and athlet1cs were not\tncompatlble
| By the turn of the century Tocal Ottawa churches had developed

an 1ncreas1ng 1nterest and competency 1n the sport1ng pursu1ts of

the area,_espec1a11y hockey, baseball, track and f1e1d,“and the
~ local chapter.ofﬁthe Brotherhood'hit'upon the'somewhat novel idea of
estabT1sh1ng a common ath]et1c association w1th1n the - Angl1can church
to further 1mprove the Tevel of compet1t1on among 1ts communion, and
 to ensure that these various sports rema1ned within the bounds of °

, propriety Apparently the idea- was not tota]ly new, but a c1ty-w1de
'bama19amat1on for athlet1c purposes of church athletic orgaﬁizat1ons ﬂ
_phad yet to be. rea11zed by any denomination in.any region The a
'Ang11can Amateur Athletic Association wis about'to become a‘rea1ity. .

rs
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The Canad1an Churchman carr1eﬂ the events with a certain

1nterest and opt1m1sm as they unfolded The first notice of 1nten-’
tion appeared dur1ng the 1906 w1nter sporting season. o

- The local Counc11 of the Brotherhood of St Andrew has formulated
a scheme for organizing athletic associations in connection with
the Bible classes and Sunday-schools of the city. The scheme, -
it is understood, is in successful operation in Hamilton, and
"ih'many cities_in the States, and the resu]ts have been d1st1nct-
1y gratifying.192 . ) o =

Adopt1on of this scheme 1n Ottawa would mark a new d1rect1on for-the

Ang]1can church, if such an idea was who]]y acceptable to ‘the 1oca1

dioceses, whose approval was necessary. The Canadian Churchman was
enthusiastic, a1though the plan was untried and perheps not gener-
ally agreeab]e.“However, specific outcomes were expected if the
—;plan were approved.'
_Each church that will ca-operate will, as far as possible,
“provide its own quarters with such gymnastic appliances as are
- practicable, and with games, etc., and by this means it is
éxpected that not only will the boys and young men of each par1sh
become better acquainted with and more interested in one another,
and an attraction offered to draw outsiders within the influence
of the Church, but-a friendship and friendly rivalry will be ‘
fostered between the several churches through matches and con-
tests in various lines of sport and ath1et1cs 193
The reaction of the local area.churchesrto the scheme was favourable
~and several formed athletic associations for participation in this
new'org@nization, the Anglican Amateur Athletic Association.(AAAA).
" Mr. Frank Beard, first pres1dent of the AAAA, and Tocal
Ottawa sport enthus1ast1 summar1zed the va]ue such an 1nnovat1ve |
program could offer to Ang]1can youth, while out11n1ng the aims of
the Assoc1at1on.: | |

F1rst to 1nd1cate in a11 members, and particular]y the boys,
the v1ta1 importance of cleanliness in the truest and highest



sense of the word, as 1t is felt. by a]] that if our boys are
clean in their sports- they will, in later years, be clean,
~upright and honest in whatewer path of 11fe§;he¥angx/thoose-to
follow. Second, to inculca®e in all members’, and~each parish
in the.city of Ottawa, and its immediate vicinity of. Athletic
Associations composed of boys and- young men, such associations
to have, as far as possible, ,having gge,peﬁgrd to local condi-

tions, a uniform constitution. Third{ to promote. a friendly
_ r1va1ry between the. sévera] parochial associations by arrang-

ing a.series of matches in as many branches of sport as possible,
thus creating an esprit de corps amongst the young men and boys"

of each of the clubs belonging to the several churches, H1ch
I fear, has existed but 11tt1e, 1f at all, in the past

Seven. churches organiZed ath]et1c assoc1at1ons and were represented
dur1ng the first yearyof operation. The f1rst season's §'prts in-
cluded baseball, softball (both»senior and junior); crossfcoUntry
running matches, and hockey. The harrier ciubs,“for“cross-country
running, completed their schedule in two‘stages,;springvand fall,
By late September the harr1er clubs were at last contend1ng for the
trophies in this sport. Four runs had been completed in the spring,
and again due to its larger congregation and ability to draw players
from a Targer selection, St. Matthews was leédﬁng'the senior fie]d\
(15 and over) However, St. John's, a new add1t1on to the AAAA was
runn1ng a close second, wh1éh he]ped to keep 1nterest keen, and Al]
Sa1nts led the junior boys (14 and under).lgs' -

‘The final runs'were'comp1eted-in.October, and_thefe was
really no doubt that St. Matthews wou]d capture both'jﬁnior and
senior harrier trophies. Keep1ng a compet1t1ve ba1ance among the |

- various clubs posed a prob]em for the nas&eni organzation. The

~?Canad1an Churchman reported most of the details, which showedxthat

member clubs were not over]y concerned .about” the domination of St.

Matthews the first year. *1In the end, however,_St,,Matthews boys



123

have captured both trophies bngood 1eads In sp1te of this the ,E
lhﬁ-other c]ubs d1d not 1ook upon the v1ctors as. 1nvinc1b1e by any means,b
’ on. the contrary, more than one of the1r competttors has a]ready

announced that they w111 have a much harder f1ght to fepeat the

'tr1ck next year “1961

~

~The. f1rst year s harr1er hunt had proved an
'enormous success w1th eventua]]y n1ne paroch1a1 clubs part1c1pat-
“1ng, th1rty-two sen1or and forty n1ne Jun1or members, 1n a tota1 of

Eeh ”e1ght separate runs, spr1ng and fal] 197

i

f;iif”ffi~ The hockey season fol]owed 1n January and thls most popu]ar =
’73_{1sport 1nc1uded three 1eve15 of - compet1tion, sen1or, 1ntermediate

\and JUntor 7 Interest in the Ath1et1c Assot1at10n swe]]ed as. the

. 'ompetltions proved to be not on1y entertain1ng but reasonably COm-

.iiqi et1tive ag we]], with membershlp est1mated at between four and f1ve
198

'5f,,ﬁhundred:partic1pants by the end of that year The mandate of the _f7;

,Ath}et1c Assoc1at1on d1d not centre ent1re1y around athﬁetlc pl;y
1nvo1Ved an 1nvestment in t1me and energy by the membersh1p and o
A~ffdcers, to ?rrange for const1tutiona1 and monetary "ecesswt1es, %:,;

lregu1ar meetmngs and soc1a1 funct1ons to su1t the season. Neverthe-

“-¥§;'1ess,‘coord1natvon of such a c1ty-w1de‘undertak1ng as the Ang]1can A

.fAmateur Athletic Associat1on of Ottawa requwred alT the usua1
& outrements of amateur ath1et1cs of'the day--rules, badges, ban- |

'ph1es, and team photographs Each member club proud]y
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;required and to report back to the membership of the particuiar
.'church or to the association 1tse1f There was a constant bustTe
of committee*\\b keep thTS Targe association running smoothTy.l?g

) Since a Tong hockey season required con51derab1e equipment
j and costly rink time, the probTem of. phy51ca11y providing these 1
nece551t1es was Teft to the 1ngenu1ty of the members A favoured
.form of fund raising was the public variety or. minstrel show _For_“

R

one such undertaking.between 51xty and seventy boys from the various

member cTubs rehearsed for weeks to ensure that the v1ce-rega1 |

,patronage which had been grac1ously extended to the upcoming per- '

formance at, the Tocal RusseTT Theatre,. woqu not be disapp01nted

Such h1gh patronage was not new to the res1dents of the Ottawa area,.

nevertheless sale of advance tickets was reported brisk ow1ng to ‘

this patronage.zo_o- | ',:‘f: _' R ".;;’;;‘: e ;{ R -
‘The performance, enhanced by the presence of the Governor- L

General was warmTy recorded in the pages of the Canadian Churchman

"The entertainment given in the RusseTl Theatre Tast Thursday
night. -under v1ce-rega1 patronage,. for the. purpose of raising -
' funds with which to provide hockey rinks for the boys of the o
“Anglican '‘Amateur Athletic Association.was a pronounced success, Bk
- the "house" ‘being one of the largest that" ever’ gathered. in- the . S
_ capitaT to patronize -an amateur performance. . .. ‘. The Association.i' Lo
' netteg a satisfactory sum for the excellent object it had in L
v1ew. R : | . S

The: attendance of the Governor GeneraT was a1so believed to have R
‘contributed strongly to the success of the fund raising drive. The':m)
”iathletic season ended with a moonlight excursionuup the Ottawa River

-202

- some thirty miles by steamer. By contrast this was a. serene

'htending to a hectic year. :
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Nith the opening success of the Ottawa AAAA topics such as.
- athlétics and recreation were discussed more frequently within the
iAnglicanTchurch, The Ottawa St. George s AYPA for example, devoted
’ onefofnitS'regularvmeetings entirely_to_the subject’of the ?Chr1st1an

203 Within'a‘few'years:of-the'formation of the AYPA

and Amusement . "
“the Ang]ican church showed an encouraging degree of enthu51asm for
a broader attack on the young boy problem. As one editorial noted,

"Inte11ectua1 study and impro¥ement, and even amusement in due pro-v,

-

'-portion to higher ends are not out of keeping w1th the A Y. P A.

‘ ,aims,“zq

_ which 1nd1cated a loosening of constraints to allow the -
: Lorganization to be more than a‘handmaiden to the church The

| :Brotherhood of St. Andrew, under whose 1n1tiatives the AAAA was
._formed remained an elite organization claiming only 270 sen1or
'Jand 65 Junior chapters in Canada 1n 1907 w1th a total membership

of 3000 men and boys.zl05

0bv1ous with 400 participants 1n hockey
}alone AAAA teams were drawing membership not on]y from the Brotherhood
vof St Andrew but also- from the Anglican Young Peop]e s Assoc1ation
or from the congregation at Targe : Ay ‘( e _“' o

bﬁ? s The die seems to°have been cast for the AAAA program during

| that first year.of operation In subsequent years activ1t1es fol-
Towed much the same. pattern of contests, banquets concerts and the

tperennia] domination of St. Matthews church in most of the events.

The 1909 season was typica] the Canadian Churchman again carrying

i the sa]ient details, but by this point in time the Anglican Amateur ;‘

;a,AthTetic Association was not as newsworthy, though what reporting :af:

'there was of its activities was done with Tingering enthusiasm.f The R
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i; redoubtable St. Matthews church assoc1at10n won most of the prizes -
1nc1ud1ng both the senior and Jun1or harr1ers and baseba11 troph1es;.
and the Jun1or hockey trophy In keep1ng Nlth the broader v1ew of |
the social as we]l as the ath1et1c 1ntent behind these Ang]1can fj-
lleagues the assoc1at1on ended the year with a concert and play,.i
"wh1ch was reported to have been costumed, stagedu and acted by the
ath]etes 206 V h
The date of the: cap1tu1at1on of the organ1zat1on rema1ns
specu1at1ve, but probably this organ1zat;3n\went the same route as
did so many other athletic assoc1at1ons aff111ated w1th the church
As shown by the national surveys carrled out by Methodlst and
,:Presbytertan churches cooperat1ve1y dur1ng the peraod 1913 - 1916
‘many of the better 1eague teams were encouraged to Join c1ty 1eagues |
' f_where h1gher 1evels of compet1t1veness cou]d be enaoyed From the ];\Fz'i
outset however, ‘the Assoc1at1on was rather loose1y organ1zed wlth
"1nd1v1dua1 church teams withdrawing and reentering during the sport- u":aif;
1ng season e1ther because they were not competit1ve or they were .?f..°n
| unab]e to continue to field a. team The onset of the F1rst Horld-_“
vwar, too, may have contr1buted to the dec11ne in 1nterest for the»ﬂe
'Assoc1at1on.. Certa1n1y th1s was true of young men s B1ble and

Sunday. schoo1s and young people 'S soc1et1es in the Presbyter1an

S hurchv where the outbreak of the war was, reported to have causedf}
207

"~a reduct1 ' by some 200 c1ubs and 9000 members. However, the f

y;Association ' emed to have been in decline before that periodlfndfzjf‘”’

‘1t would be easy.to overstate the 1mpact of the war on it. 208 4/




The Angiican church may have been slower to provide an

' _;organized structured approach to so]v1ng the young boy probiem,.‘

| bbut the church fell behind the efforts of the Brotherhood and sup-
o ported the AAAA I fact the nascent organization received the |
7gendorsement of the Bishop of the Diocese and the Clerical Guild 209
_.During this period all denom1nations, Anglican Methodist and i
e‘Presbyterian, turned their efforts towards the young boy problem
‘and a]lowed many ath]etic assoc1at10ns and church ath]etmc‘ciubs |
to operate w1thin\the church ‘ ,".'«:%Q: | = 1.,1 - j--.§S§<\ N

In -the. Toronto area a number of church .clubs, for exampie‘

o the Methodist Young Men s Assoc1atJon were avaiiabie to young

- Methodists This assoc1ation was organized c1rca 1900 as Mr R N.;

i Eaton, Seventh Pre51dentﬂof the Assoc1ation, took the Chair for “fﬂf -

'.fthe 1907 season. while Eaton espoused the v1ew that the ten o-clock

:':SU“day morning class “should be the backbone of the Assoc1ation s :” m

‘ mwork for the deve]opment of Christian manhood "210 in practice there '

was much more going on to encourage sports and amusements which many
}beeiieved contributed significantly to Christian manhood as’ we]]
x*The executive of the—MYMA soc1a1 committee encouraged crokinoTe and

-carpet-bai] as suitable activities for young people but deSpite

.unpredictable weather, hockey was the prime interest of Assoc1ation ;' |

: fmembers during the winter months., 1jﬂ“ff1?f o R
e Another Toronto organization the Brotherhood of St. Paul

. ]aof Annette Street Church was also keenly 1nterested in hockey.” This

v”;f.society organized by Rev. T E E Shore fn 1902 was particuiar]y

':ff,aggressive and its 100 or so memberf,enjoyed the benefits of the‘_

127,
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1work of 1ts various committees inciuding a Christian manhood com- e
- [bﬁmittee a skating rink committee, a social committee, an. ath]etic :
. ‘Wicommittee, and a iiterary and debating committee.?11 The skating

rink was their most honoured achievement thanks particuiarly to »

F

s S
. ~F -/‘

the - sustained interest of Rev Shore.“ Th1S sense of achievement
was ev1dent in the reporting of 1ts brief history. ,;'

: What was once. simp1y a 1arge hole in the ground beSide the
church -has - SInce been .levelled and fenced in’ for use as a. e
skating rink. ‘Though it cost:about $1,000 to. accomplish this,,~’
~ yet owing to the relentless. efforts of Rev. T. E. E. Shore, a-
-~ former pastor of the. church the undertaking was pushed through
L to a successfu1 1ssue T Pt PO S DR
Anyone Visiting the place now wou]d find an. up-to date )
skating rinkin Toronto Junction, 1it by hundreds - of incandes-:-; L
~cent electric lights, making the scene a veritable fairyland, =
. yet, withal operated within the: pa]e of the church and Christian_
:'influence--no smoking,sno swearing, a11 who1esome -

iv At about the time the Brotherhood was first formed Shore had stated ,€~
his conViction about the potentiai value of a more phySicaiiy activetiilf,‘j
‘church program-: "Nhat a work for the Church to do—-the w1nning of
young men from wor1d1y inf]uence, the equipment of their 1ives for }tﬁr:-}ﬁ
S soc1a1 serVice the deve]opment of character, menta1 mora] and

muscu]ar.“?}3

Shore S 1nf1uence can: be seen 1n the Brotherhood S
l assessment of the value of such an undertaking to the community and
to the future ‘pb L ':, vz“' w _‘> ' * : L ' _‘i _ i N
_ The Brotherhood operators of the rink felt they couid offer B
their rink Ss\a\pf%ctical example of an innovative socia1 phiiosophy,i_i}'

o One thousand people may se seen upon the ice on a Saturday S
.'~evening.'.;.,.f,;- et e . '

SO “"There is. another rink a little farther doun the street, R
.- said Mr, -Ewens, ! "and it s fully twice the size'of ours. Yet, . .
_g_strange to say, ours gets the patronage., They have a band ‘ever)
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night while we: are cTosed on Monday and Nednesday, to maintain
‘quietness during club and prayer-meetings. Ours s often black
with people, when theirs is.scarcely -attended by anyone.. 1

“believe ‘it i because our rink 1s operated under Christian in-
fiuences,"v _ _

LA . . . f -
Vi : ‘

‘ Such beiiefs woqu be capabie of carrying the soc1a1 gospe1 and
ﬁ”;:physical recreation to even greater heights o ‘

Summer athTetics were a]s‘ part of the Brotherhood S curric- ;;%‘

v}uium for deveioping a. Christian “anhood The benefit of such act1v1-..‘§ E

' ,ties was deemed 1nva1uab1e 1n directing the boy s attention to the ~,k ~i‘7‘i

i5church. Nith the- construction of 51x court f:ear-the church tennis a

f-became the particular 1nterest dur' : the summer and this new o

;;faC111 v was kept extremei‘ﬂ""gzls*e *-'i_ R T
The Alpine/CT/b“ot Cobourg Methodist Church Cobourg,_J?»J
fﬁrfOntario, had s?milar soc1a1 and athietic goa]s in v1ew when 1t was'
jfi,'gformed in the faTT of fki4 It was organized forwthe promotion of
‘fcomradeship among the boys and young men characterized by a high
_moraT tone . To accomplish this, a Targe part of the program was 'afffﬁ:ui,fﬁ
Z;iffdevoted to ath]etic act1v1ties ‘fo:f f;'? J}.l!*;f j}g'sz'i'fh;ff~;77}€{
| The club has hockey, baSebalT and basket ball teams which o

v'pTay good, clean: games. “In 1915. ‘they ‘won’ the Junior Championshipv;g,liii
. of-the. Inter Church Base-ba11 League of Cobougg 216 : '

' tf'There were other benefits besides the laureis of the fieid One was

";:fthat interest by the boys in the activities of the church was sus-';:

i.tained consequentTy its weekiy Thursday c1ub meetings were weT]

{ﬂi'Qattended For their diiigence, the members were treated to a socia] 5.5tf93

"°ﬁfevery second month to which Tadies could be invited

ffAs'a direct

resuTt of the success of the_c1ub three other church cTubsTwere
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' -formed '»Membership'Was not'restricted'to those of the‘Methodist"-

S faith this more chmenica1 approach to church-oriented ath1et1cs ;'

'Lwas being adopted by the denominations to further the work of

B 17,
rescu1ng young Chriqtian men\from wor1d1y contam1nations.217§ :

' ,' .
One obs rveq of boys c1ub work had an optimistic v1eWp01nt

"about the poten 1a1 benefits to accrue from active promot on of

f‘ .'boys c]ubs w1t 1h the Ang]ican church and by the use of phy51ca1 '

recreation in particular'

RO

, To summarize -Ahe. Boys C]ub at: the Church can form the;
‘Tink’ betweena boy's religion and his. everyday life, It can -
" enlist his interest and service for- his Church in his youth. .
.""In"cases of. parenta1 neglect it can.be made a great:force to. . .-
“-‘keep the" boy in better ways, and also show. him that somebody» -
- "is interested in him. It can.do: its bit towards inculcating
- a respect for religion and help to remove the friction betweeni
~ . the social classes. “Its phy51cal work gives it a share in- .
i -;-_v'raising ‘the . phy51que ot only of the commun1ty, but of Canada;
. and:in ra151ng a’ generation physically:fit, and: which would be
- ran asset.if ever-again the ca]l shou]d cqme to f1ght for Right '
“"and our Empire.-. v , ARt S

R By ‘the' training giveh by games well and proper]y p1ayed
- that Anglo-Saxon:spirit of fair play will be 1ncu1cated and"
= your Church. Club may be made a centre of -patriotism, true sport,
rfe1lowship and Christian1ty among the boys who w111 be men '
to-morrow. 18. _ _ , L

"T_LNhiie some church c]ubs catering to o]der men and boys preferred a
m good 1ounge with fireplace, deep easy chairs and b11liard tables
i:fand an adJoining cafeteria," most preferred more active phySical

219 5

"ﬂtrecreation The St Luke s Men s Club Ninnipeg; fOr example,\;f

‘rf‘ in 1925 was debating the merits of reentering the various Winnipeg"\.)

\:

-fi leagues for activities which it was particu1ar1y interested 1n, ‘;il].

”f{fname1y bow11ng and biliiards.??o The junior boys of the church

fjf;practiced a. gymnastic disp1ay for a demonstration before hundreds;; :3; L

R
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'of 1nterested parents. _Under the direct1oﬁ of the Church Gym ’\ ";/'Ti

_th1rector Garfield Nhite, s1xty boys between the ages of 9 and 13 o

o gave one such impress1ve demonstrat1on. S

'\

‘J‘
H

Items on: the programme 1nc1uded phys1ca1 tra1n1ng, Ch1nese o

maze’ wonders,»pyram1ds, ‘rélay ‘races, buck-the-buck, high. Jump-‘
"'ing for senior and junior boys, horse and mat work, boxing, = .

fencing, pole vaulting,. the concluding. item being a basketball -

.game: between -the Gym team and the St Luke S wo1f Cub team, '
'_,the score- end1ng in a t1e, 4- 4 221 N

3 Gymna51um work waS‘a popu1ar 1tem thh the younger boys.

' \\ || S1m11ar work was carrﬁed on in Calgary s recent]y bu11t St

jStephen S Memor1a1 Ha11 wh1ch had been constructed to accommodate

"fsoc1a] gather1ngs 1n xhe large hal] conta1ned 1n the basement
: \ .

'lmbut wh1ch needed ‘a few a]terations 1n erder to accommodate actlve

gtsports such as basketba11

?_Recent1y %he equ1pment for basketba11 has been 1nsta11ed and
.| .the dron. p11]ars ‘have padded” coverings: wh1ch were made. especially’
1% for them when any games are.in progress. Here 1arge c1asses
,‘]:of boys -and g1r1s meet. bi. week]y for their scout gu1de and

W A act1v1t1es v S e
_ Between the Ha11 and the Church the A Y P. A are erectlng
tenn1s courts which will: be ready for this season [3 p1ay

‘amwrre be:ng erected routinely as part of the church structure, their

'Vimportance recognized as an e1ement in church work

IR The Boys Brigade g ?

another form of organization at the f"

'f‘d1sposa1 of the church but one which 1t did‘not find particu]ar]y

'l-féppealing The reasons\for~re3eet4: .

=

';fmportant because they 1ndicate some of the priorities whichkwheexs

ar anization are

C hurch felt 1n reso]ving the young boy problem._ This form of boys

fff_association was of British origin and.stressed mi]itary sty1e ?f?"

y the mid 19205 tennis Iawns adJo1ned most par1shes, and gymnasiums L
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:disc1p11ne._ First established in 1883 and pr1mari1y a re1ig1ou5'
“;smovement, it was never widely acclaimed 1n this country At 1ts o )
zenith 1n 1897 on]y 88 companies were: operating within the Dom1n10n.223d}'
: By 1907 this number had dropped con51derab1y to approx1mate1y twenty
,companies aff111ated with the denominations. . - '

Under the 1nfiuence of a growing nationaiism at the turn of
" the century, and the subsequent promotion of the Strathcona trust —
_there was. a’smail movement by ‘some churchmen to revive the fading

Boys' Brigade with 1ts miiitary rubr1c However the move. was
) re51sted because the sty]e of organization was believed to be in-
‘appropriate for the Canadian mentality.' Th1S was. despite some good;l“:
~_. features A1though paramiiitaristic, the styie of the organization:,
‘E was deep]y religious as we11 and demanding strict ru1es of serv1ce.;-

f_In the British Brigade moreso than in. the Canadian sports piayed

oan essent1a1 roie where 1t was 1mportant to maintain a "right atti--;_ /f/"‘

.Ttude towards athietics," and where recreation was to- contribute to

224

‘.the disc1p11n1ng of character.". LIn Canada athletics was not :

"?f_stressed to the ‘same. extenf part1a11y due to a gehera] lack of

:ffconcern for athietics in church 11fe and a1so to the belief that

.."in Canada the code of honor 1n sport 1s shockingly be]ow standard "f;
“.~4The program offered instead a number of practical departments in-_ L

: itCTUd’"Q 1ife sav1ng and first aid ones which seemed to comp]ement T
*t'sits mi]itaristic f1are.‘ To. replace ath]etics one organizer remarkedi.ﬁ
[};that for. “training in mental aiertness as we11 as providing an e
veff;excelient system of light gymnastics without any thought of gym-‘

’bj :nastic, we t00k up army signa]]ing "225 The Brigade stressed many
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 of the act1v1ties found favourabie ‘to the Boy Scouts 1nc1ud1ng

'hiking, swimming and of course the all 1mportant uniform a "recog- ‘

¥

}nized vaiue in produc1ng the right spirit of disc1phne."226 “More-

. over, those who suppOrted the Brigade and the Boy Scouts alike,
‘sometimes did so to "secure the value of outdoor sport w1thout the _:
feverish excitement of the cruder games. "227 | |

| In the fina] Judgment the Boys' Brigade fei] 1nto obscurity
‘on this continent while the. Boy Scouts’ Tose beyond highest- exp ta-

tions. One’ rev1ewer of church recreation summed up the history 0

A

the Church Lad's Brigade,
. This wésF51mp1y an- adaptation of the old volunteer system, a e'//
- number of cadet’ corps.. There is no doubt, whatever, that in
their time they did qu1te excellent work. * Physical drill,
miiitary training and discipline are doubtless good things in -
their way, and may be turned to excellent account.. The old
brigades failed in that they were too miiitaristic, -they. relied
more on discipline and training than on seiZing on the peculiar
. characteristics of boyhood, of which more must be said later. . -
. It may be mentioned that the- movement never spréad much outside
of England, and it is-doubtful if more than a very few units v
ever were-in existence in Canada,. and they are. certainly not .in
existence now. We may, indeed, dismiss the subject at once.
Excellent in their day they have somewhat outgrown their use--
fulness; perhaps, merely the fash%on has changed or perhaps
}vsomething better has been found :

An a]ternative was suggested the Boy Scouts an: alternative which

- on. more than one occa51on was the;ch01ce of thinking c]ergy in |
Canada due to the1h¥preference for something other than organized”"

' ath]etics._ | L o y e o - V

| Accompanying the rise og/the young peop1e s society and a;';g

“more systematic approach to the young boy prob1em was the campingi’ J

movement Reiigious education was teaching that the boy had physi-'

v'cal as we11 as: menta1 and spiritua1 facu1ties requiring attention,‘:fk'i"'
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"and the summer camp prov1ded church boys' workers with an opportunity _‘;
| to address all three aspects 51multaneously and in a controlled |
_setting. The camp movement was 1nterrupted by the war, but even-
.tually all denominations established regional or prov1nc1al church

camps, and the phy51cal activ1t1es planned by the churches for boys

. during their two week holiday were an 1mportant part of its progres-
51ve work , .
 Rev. E' W. Forbes from Dartmouth Nova Scotia, was. an av1d

-; .boys' worker, In an address written for<the Canadian Epworth Era he
;;ioutlined briefly two maJor components of hhs philosophy towards the
»_young boy problem the boys club and the boys summer camp The'

boys’ club de51gned for the 1mprovement of- "minds manners morals‘

'and muscle," had act1v1t1es centered around the gymna51um and ath-

o letics on Sunday afternoons.zgg‘ Concerning the Boys' Brigade, Forbes ud:

R

- had thlS opinion

'fAs far as drill organizations are concern , my only actual
experience has been. in connection with the s' Life Brigade.
This secures all. the. disciplinary benefits of drill without - :
incurring the risk of fostering unduly the militaxy spirit. T
Squad drill witholit the use of arms, ambulance and stretcher :
.work, -and ‘exercise in- the saving of 1ife from. fire and. water
. - comprise the regular work of the brigade, and to these y be -
" added -such features as seem desireable. for the promotiorr bf its
- :obJect which is the- development of strong Christian manhoo 230

| *The other type of activity Forbes recommended for the development 0, 8

e a strong Christian manhood was the summer camp.,

Forbes had been in charge of four such camps established by

7“;.ing with the special emphasis the YMCA placed on phy51cal develop-'-‘"’f'~‘?:

:’h;ment sports and games abounded The plan was rather a. simple one--',.J :

Sy
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“find competent71eaders and assiStants, thenfﬁenter into“the b:}‘
,; lsports and games, win their friendship, seek to exempiify religion
.before their boy friends in. ali theiruintercourse w1th them, and
0‘\\ generally succeed 1n w1nn1ng them to Christ "231 ‘Many games wereg
; ‘\1ndulged in: baseba]] footba11 and hare-and- hounds formed the- |
stapie amusements, and to these were added as required, swimming,.y.
rowing, sa111ng and tug-of—war The motto of the camp was“"Remember

: Jesus-C rist'"232

Camp act1v1ties abounded but Forbes anaTy51s of
the1r socﬁad worth was noticeably absent of any soc1a1 gospel rhet-,
oric at this eariy date. But with their’tenac1ously ordered routine, |
‘such camps were to become commonp]ace for the denominations.

\ .
One: such ekamp]e was . the Anglican church camp at Gamesbridge, o

" Ontario, a property\purchased a]ong Lake Simco 1n 1910 Th1S camp
was estab11shed as was the case with a11 den0minationa1 camps to-.
‘serve the needs of the‘various boy $ ch01rs, Sunday sch001 assoc1a-‘r
tions, clubs and Brotherhoods of the denomrnation. Their purpose
was clear as shown by dhe captions addre551ng the t0p1c of church o
camps dn denom1nat10na1 periodical literature They were prov;ding
a soiution to’ the prabiem of summer time vacation. for youngsters-. a'
"Practical christianity‘in\the Summertime “233_:» | |
v - The routine at such camps was hardly unrestrained' up at

d51x thirty, rising exercises a quick dip and then off to breakfast
Next, Bible study in. the early morning followed by swimming or .
igames for an hour, and again for two hours in 1ate afternoon before v

'._f supper, or th1S time was taken up by a boating, walking or dr1v1ng

excursion. Interspersed were the usuai inspections, and of course, o
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°

. , . / ' . . .
",no tobaccg/gas allowed at camp, not even by v1swtors Lights out"

'was at n1ne thirty.

Rey. J "E. Gibson was capta1n of the camp and‘ nder his
A
direction- there were§p1enty of athletic activities for the young

RN

For boys under twe]ve the act1v1t1es 1ncluded f1fty yard dash
whee]barrow raéz, stand1ng broad Jump, and three-legged race, and

- the same\for boys under f1fteenh w1th the dash being 100 yards
Senjor boys could try thelcha11eng1ng 200'yard raCe . Besides foot-
ball (probably soccer)rand basehall box1ng was encouraged for

_ Ang]dcan youth. In the Eng11sh trad1t1on, th1s was seen as a man]y
act1v1ty and a contr1butor to strong character if he]d under care-

. L
fu]/zohtrol, a]though the more evange11ca1 denom1nat1ons (espec1a11y,'(

_ Pres yter1an) denounced box1ng,because it d1d not meet the test of

mora} standards app11ed to amusements. 236

/
/

Supporters of the. camp1ng movement and the church S ThVO]VEV

_ment in it §ought spec1f1c benef1ts of ath]et1c act1v1ty.

the true fundamentals of athletic contests and different games
are presented. Here for the first time.some of the boys are . .
“taught what team work and team. p]ay means. It is not a direct
. teaching, but they rea11zed that if their team is to win, ~they .~
must. assist and co-operate with the other fellow. This is one .
of the important lessons necessary- in every parish, and when.’

it is inculcated in the boy at cam 51t certainly. w111 -make htm
a better 1nd1v1dua1 in his par1sh .

Under the 1deE1 1eadersh1p [understood to .be the church],

The higher purposes of such act1v1t1es were often repeated There
was’ a place for sports and games. N1thin this settlng, but the. social

' gospe1 message,dtﬁat to play may be: as 1mportant as to pray, was

submerged

13



“ffff~uithin the church in order to provide a suitable alternative for
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" At the 1925 annual Brotherpood of St Andrew convention held

"‘7ifin winnipeg,,A. R ~Shea-Butcher, representative of the GBRE BOys

l.ltwork Council outlined an Anglican ‘camp policy which: showed tha%hin
some quarters the social gospel passion was not subsid1ng.~ "I have
called it the 'New Attitude. Perhaps I should pave said 'The |

'”Awakening of the Church to a realization of the 1mportance of tak-

' 1ng a more active interest in the every-day life of her . boys."238

VﬁShea-Butcher understood the reasons which helped to bring about this

' awakening.- Most of those he c1ted were - by now a. generatiBn old the

'"loss of young manhood from the front ranks of the church, espec1ally
those aged I4 - 20 the gradual recognition that the contemporary

;-man demands that his religion be a partsof hlS life and ‘the belief :

' that future generations would deSire an even closer harmony, the

“{v;wider acceptance by the church that 1t has a social respon51bility

'7as well as a gospel to proclaim-*and the need for a balanced programv;'
l.in order to produce desired national eff1c1ency. Shea Butcherqiecom- -

ﬂi mended'the CSET program, supplemented of course by the use of a. o

. .liberal camp policy.?39 i _ ‘_lf‘y lf{ ffi F;isiiu‘éjhiz.;v“i‘uw

| The desire of social gospellers to serve the impulse for avfif3'$’
-_more vigorous social life within‘the diverse clubs,.brotherhoods
l:f and athletic associations drew a mixed response from the denomina- ?f-

B fntions.‘ The more evangelical churches the Methodist and Presbyterian.aff‘

1{fsupported the early involvement with structured weekday programming

'“oung boys;;

Hhile the evangelical commitment dictated more direct

nrfn: involvement; this did not necessarily mean a penchant for sports andni




'jgames, particularly within the Presbyterian church which held more
_stubbornly to its traditional assessment that "there is a tendencyi‘
at present to devote altogether too much time to amusements on the;rn .

part of many young people.f240

Methodists and Anglicans were more‘
vphilosophically able to accept a legitimate place for sports and S
games. Anglicans, in particular, being familiar with British stories;ip
,of “muscular Christianity,“ accepted athletic games as a part of

‘ normal adolescent development although theywere slow to organize

_ denominational youth programs. Methodist clerics proved a helpful v

clergy by not only giving spiritual support tv‘ ethodist athletic ’f' TN

'endeavours but also by providing\a//a flmeasure-of-practica] initia_*:

itive as well ,Q ﬁ=;_'u _' ‘_f,jpsuna N

'f?Canadian_StandardoEfficiencygTrainingr'.'“T'

A}l denominations were 1nstrumental 1n molding the CSET pro-.vnzf

'fié"ggram first developed by the YMCA and offered to the various provin-1 '

--}cial Sunday school associations for their\consideration.i The program ff:f,
”-.:was strongly recommended to Presbyterian teachers and boy leaders s

1gnot only in Sabbath schools, but/aithin young people s societies

"jgenerally..f} The response uas modestly favourable., By 1923 413 _:;;1*5’
"'CSET programs were»reported in operation in Sunday schdols alone,

:'exclud{ng those using a partial program.%f2 fIf the ideal of the

| ;fdenomination was a balanc,d:program, then the CSST met at least basic
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“éThus a four fold program emerged from this ideal life of Christ which
| stressed these four essential aspects of 1ife the inteiiectuai
;‘che physicai the reiigious, and Christian serv1ce. According to

Horne, who a551sted i deveioping the format associating the spiri- -

7":i'tua1 with thg other aspects of the program.(inc1udin9 the Phy51C31)

:::was 1ntegra1 to its purpose. gi}nf

| Now each- aspect of this four foid life should be related to
God. -~ When 50 related, it becomes - spiritual as: Paul” ciear]y

T M;teaches regarding the physical:side of our. nature in Romans

o 12 1-2, . "Present your bodies-a living sacrifice holy. accept—'
" able. to God ‘which-is. your spirituai service " when -all -sides.”
of human iife are thus related to God we have the spirituai Pl

A ‘man complete in al] his being.243

dardized symmetry was be]ieved to be the best remedy fod ado]es-

\}“\V/cent quirkiness" and tests and charts were devised 1n a11 four t;

' h-tdance, moruing watch or daiiy Bib]e study, history of religion, and

:5{=£The seryice~standard concentrated onﬁthe boy in re]ation to his»; o
‘i*ff*community and his country, with a uide variety of objectiveSirangingﬁ;
'fff:jfrom increased member'hip}in church organizations, to:the three Cﬂ

?fd?:;campaign--c]ean speech;i;:ean sports. clean habit

'*-ment

fwas eVident in the standard requirements.v For the inte11ectua1
3ﬁh1ng, educationai iectures educationa1 trips and co]]ections obser- ;; U
' ,vation and woodcraft outiined the basic topicsof’concern,? The 3

_iﬁ,reiigiods standard natura]iy 1nc1uded church and Sunday schooi attenQJ*

' uiturai objectives such as: music poetry,‘art and aatural history

4_quadrants of the pian, to even out unbalanced adoiescent deveiop- ;.ut»"

244 o _”°. o

]

n*‘.

The social ambition behind the rationaie for the program

:\fstandard eareer pians, sex education pubiic speaking,f:ﬂ_;g.ffijf#:;y.,’




Aizations."

oA

ftpersonal and community service, and requ1red the study of heroes of

245’

church service and study of the government of the nation fIts

"'appeal to the denominations according to McNeill, in his history of
‘the Presbyterian church was thatDit gave a central place to reli- f

..910n and that it "lacked the military empha51s of some rival organ-li'“

245; C., A: Myers of the Presbyterian Sabbath School Boardf~"7

" was largely responsible for ensuring that the Presbyterian pOTnt of="'
v;-,v1ew was considered during the various rev1ews and editions of the
"‘;Booklet "ﬂ: ?ff}i- - )7i>-f':

The phySical standard was as comprehen51ve. lts rationale R

o
o

f.,.uas given careful consideration as well New Testament 1 Corinthians‘ii‘iii

6 19—20 was the watchword for this aspect of complete development--z

'"Know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit? |
‘aGlorify God therefore, 1n your body.?’ ThlS theme was elaborated '

uiafupon 1n the 51xth edition of the Tests - e SR

i The basis of all development is physical The muscles are
_ jthe instruments of ‘the intellect, the feelings and the will.
- Ninety=five per. cent. of all. 1nterests find physical: expre551on .s,_.'g
- Seventy-five per: “cent’. of ‘the boy : -gangs: are’ organized -for- phy51-,_][,- -
. cal activity. ‘Self-control depends upon - ‘the: proper’ interaction
. of nerves and muscles.i ‘Adolescence is the age of nerve and- ST
~ ‘muscle education. ‘Flabby miscled boys - become pliant” ‘men’ “who i
~only talk. - Hell-developed boys ‘become men: who wilt say -and- act 1;//‘3
- and produce results. A strong, healthy body inhibits wrong, - L
* - tendencies. A physical weakling'is apt to be selfish. Phys/cal
training should, therefore, be. ‘encouraged, not ‘alone for the -
- sake of the body which is "to-day -grass and- to-morrow is cast.
" into- the oven," but for the sake of the soul. ‘We: must have. 247
'regard to the body.because it is the instrument of the soul

Drawing from the literature of addlescence, there was a serious gy

attempt tQ moralize about.the virtues of right behaviouffand the

physical and social consequences of ignoring these laus.s The churth*'“u




17ifbe11eved that sucha program of physica] deve]opment should have
.1::spec1fic goals in mind goais which might seem as important as. the f'”‘
- ffattainment of phy51ca1 health itself The text continued -

-,xt:The idea1 for the body is therefore the ideal of "Heaith - and R
" -health can only be attained. by conformity to God's laws: for the.,;jf_;
. body--. ., .He avoided the extremes both of: Asceticism, jeeay o o
" -neglecting the. body, and of Athleticism, i. e.,.giving the" body o
~ . ‘undue attention as .an end in- itseif—-two common ideals; but-.° =
- .rather exemplified the : idegl of heaith or fu]ly deveioped man- '
.“hood on: the physicai side § o

g ;From such a perspective, sports and games would at best be on1y a
‘»
part of a broader program of physica] recreation .

The C S E. T Manua]«for Tuxis ﬂﬁys e]aborated on the spiri-fﬂ

‘rtftuai necessity for bodily heaith but in: a more literary Sty]e"ui%fgdd
;'iConcerning the physical program, it began,'“It is a fine thing to be g;ohd
olinterested in a]i forms of exerc1se thCh wii] result in a ruddy L
Echeek c]ear eye and a strong,vflexibie voice.{ AthJetics and gamesgggfi} ;
';{have an uhdquted and important p]ace in fUrnishing heaithfu] |

| "nfexerc1se and in providinga wholesome outlet for the ful] freé

"'f'energy of youth - Considering the purpose of Such games an:;ai,rffff*

“h:,]etTCS, and the Christian message of honoring the body, the Manual~;7ij7as7
| B L 1A

= r_elaborated further S , ‘ ;_.,,-_
Sl Enough has been said to show that we have no’ right to des-;;‘j;‘jtf

. pise the body. It has its: rightfui and important place as one . ¢
- _of the four: phases of our nature, If we set ‘as. our final. goal-ggfdﬁ;;1
. 'the mental: and moral ‘gains, which we ‘may achieve through: good St
- health and well. gsveioped muscies we. shali reap?a doub]e reward;v{ﬁr o
E a%for our efforts.. L ‘;, el e L
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‘ The physical program changed very TittTe.during“the period
from 1914 when the Sunday school commissions became invo]ved until if. :
1925 The prescribed format for the physical standard included eight
headings origina11y~ Health Education, Campcraft Team Games, Group
élg Games, Swimming,,Running, Jumping and Throwing, the Tatter three ‘MTZI:‘
be1ng grouped under the heading “athletics" 1n 1922 The structured
program operated on five ba51c princip]es thCh gave strength to :;f~*~
the format._ The first pr1ncip1e was that of gr0uping, and eight
grades or Tevels were common]y used--Grade 1 for 12 or 13 year -;*T:"
gﬁh,f' olds up,to Grade 8 for 20 years ons.. In practice these‘were Ai}i 5.ﬂ;
» further grouped to encourage use of the "spontaneous gang" concept
*dii’« and were prescribed according to spec1fic achlevement Tevels.zsx,‘”?ﬁftix
K ' The second principie sought to uti]ize the naturaT group -

instinct for seTf government | "The organized Sunday School cTass~

WTth week day activ1ties 1s 1ntended to sat1§fy this natural demand

The boy w111 be loyal to onTy one organization hence»theiimportance

§5f reTating aTT hTS activ1t1es to the Sunday,'chooi Caassfﬂzsz

third principie was that of masculine Christian ieadership Be'liev--;:.‘_._\’-

ing that "characteris caught. not taught,” this ideal stressed the

vaiue

ofrhero-worship during the "dangerous habit forming period of

Tife;“?ﬁg N




,

1~"i'jthe work of the Kingdom "254 The 1ast principle supported all—around

!‘““-_was a logicai choice. e

deve]opment Concerning the spec1a1ist the exampie of" the athlete

PN

‘ Just as the star ath]ete who inspires ‘us; to deveiop strong, IR
”fheaithy bodies wields a greater influence if he has a: trained
... mind, a“ clean: character and ah unselfish. disposition S0 the

. boy who would develop outstanding characteristics in any one. of -
-~ -'the mental, ‘physical, 'social or spiritual reaims should back it

- o ups by a suffic1ent deveiopment in. the other three.2

ZH::tThese Pr‘"CTP1es were exemp]ified in’ ai] activities and 1n discus-t_;f_ -

.,"

J"~?51ons regarding the phy51cal standard There was aiso a heavy reii- 313

Jzance on. imported books and‘pamphiets from American sources, repre- e

f»t”senting the' best 11terature by prominent American physicai educators,llf;;

'”iftaydoctors,;educators, and heaith Spec1a1ists. . ﬂ?'i”'h

Under the phySical standard the first sub-heading, heaith 5;'H

' :“f;feducation, rested on the beiief that good heaith was essentiai to

;yclean 11v1ng and ciear thinking During the six month period through;{@‘a

jtgwhich observations werelio”be made-ig\grder to pass this standard

"*ffithe boy was guided to digest suchrciaSSic Vas Hutchinson s Exercise SR

. Mﬁlt_h Huﬂer s, M,yg.i, Gulick's Efficient Life and thsica

"”;_fEducation by Muscuiar Exercise, Eggieston s Rural Hygiene. and

3rf?¥fRationa1 Living by King. The various grades required specific under-;\n'ﬁ

Rt useful activ1ties as attending practicaifta]ks on hygiene, the vaiue;g‘_ff

n7;ftakings to meet minimum requirements Iypica] examp]es inciuded-suchf o

'*ff"iof bathing, effects of aicoho] and tobacco, and the vaiue of a medi-ﬂ;¢:_ff

"ffgjscal examination. The highest grade ievelfts was re ‘ired to i:ad; f?i:;;j




lf;;;fretiring, drinking specified amounts of water, and daily teeth

| ilgcleaning, bathing, bowel movements and physical exercise.‘ Health
"3if;tests were also requirements.v Endurance tests in pull ups rope ;15'; ol
'slﬁiclimbing, cross-country running or paper chases and one-mile walks -T
qftiiwould help the mentor, as the boy ]eader was called assess whether 'T
';fyffor not the boy was l1v1ng a: healthful life, if the general require-_igh |

‘“iff;ments of good postUre, a medical examination and the correction of
’[;htiremediable ghy51tal defects were 1nSUffic1ent zéy_gﬁma_f" |

i | Campcraft was 1mportant to the program because it was under- r‘CF
ff;;istood that "when boys are"in God's out~of-doors with congenial |
]1\§f€companions, they are very susceptible to spirituat influences.;aAﬁth"{” |
a[:f.week or: ten days w1th hlS little groupof’boys at camp, will give
Tf~pv;the earnest Mentor the finest opportunity to get at the very heart

ldfgiof the boys and inspire them to higher 1deals of life and conduct “zsgjffiﬂ

: u_ffThe recommended literature 1ncluded Thomi'on-Seton 's: The Book of f{ﬂ'ﬁa

\

e T T T

',ﬁ;ﬂ woodcraft The Boy Scout Manual Gibson s Camping for Boys etc.,;?;i{bt-

{Qfeifwhich prepared the young boys to better understand the practical‘fﬁffl’

*ttj‘talks which'were a part of the regimen and included sucﬁ items asf;rﬁff
”Vf'campCraft, picking a site, suitable foods tent making, etc.???bji;:
”rfPractical requirements ensured this newly learned knowledge was -bf5:3-

The Team Gamesustandard exemplified the thinkingzof:the

fftimes towards'

muscularfihristianity and the' mportance of team:,flﬁlff,fi

ﬂfgames, when properly hand‘ed;’in the development of an upright

icharacter. The Canadian Standard Efficiengy Tests booklet stressed




"E"]§¥part1cipate 1n ai

o .h1s 11fe some day Tater on.f,‘_

l“ffaon the var1ous team games pub11shed by the SpaTding Company

sport
"7mfwere bﬁSeba11 indoor basebaTT lacrosse, hockey, P]ayground ba]T
. ,“_srugby. soccer (specif1ed aS A55°°13t1°n fOOtball), OP Crlcj

“’”although 1n practlce other popu]ar sports were sub ”‘.uiédi

‘j./ X

The aTtrulstic, or . "help the other felTow" spirit is strong]yfﬂiﬁi
L -Tdeve]oped through team play.  As a boy: plays 50.will he. live.,- o
© Play.is God's way of .teachinghim -how to 1ive. with others.

. the greatest of a11 agencies fqr character deve]opment 250

o / And its most popular-myths carefu]Ty bui]t up over the years, were
.T;f/ not to be: denied ’-"Every TUXIS BOY who pTays the games of this ;fhif°§

| '.f"Program 1n the r1ght way 1s he1p1ng to w1n the great 'Waterloo of

I\
261 For reference to the ru]es, sleT

:i,'and strategy assoc1ated w1th team games& the boy was darected to : ﬂ'f“

";»Ygread Curtis PTay and. Recreat1on 1nfthe Open Country, The 0ff1c1a1

”fHandbook of the Athletjc League of the Y M C A of Canada and books
262 o

The tests for Team Games 1nvo]ved two parts First was the

”*Zfrequirement that a11 grades attend a Tecture on the "Character

T,?;fBu11d1ng Value of Team Games" and the onest boys were requ1red to

l

‘bizgive a taTk on this suggect The other requ1rement was that boys

'taT*o73f1ftéen team games (1n at Teast three

'n separate daysaduring the year. The preferred cho1ces 3

“QY(

T'ﬂhel portsmen who disp]ayed seTf;control gentTemanTy conduct and good

;*;ﬁ;ffcharacter—forming qua]ities as team games._ They

265°

V’Ptu??spirit might QuaTifyixor_.he't’fm games badge.,_4ua"]fjf"f7"l"'"

Group games for childrenfwere beTieveffto possess similar yif i

”re,Tess organized

”lhgg;and wer_;cIassified. s being‘occasional unschedu]ed‘ spontaneous, 957”T'7

.,h_-while even. unsuperv1sed pTay may. develop many splendid: qua11t1es,"( f
e sitds only when a boy's play is guided. by a Christian young man o
Wf_jr__who .encourages. honesty .and uprightness that it becomes.one of -



olae

'f and often wnthout regard for the number of players." Approved refer-."..'

'°f _ ences 1ncluded Bancroft s Games for the Playground Home 5Ch°°1 a"d

| sznasium, and Chesley s Indoor and Outdoor Games., No less than

forty-one games were recommended of which any ten were part of the B

:Wl . test 1n thlS category under the PhySical Standard 266

Sw1mming was con51dered essential in the complete‘phy51cal
program of the recruit because knowledge of swimming was believed to
give one self p01se and a quiet personal assurance, very often the

essential ingredients of a gentleman.zs.7 The books recommended for e

reading 1ncluded Corsan s At HoMe in the water ‘and . the Manual of

'_ the Royal Life Sav1ng Society.' The tests associated with sw1mming _i~’

ranged from grade 1 in which the requirement was to sw1m 25 yards
free style and 25 yards on. the back to Grade 7 which required the
performerto sw1m 225 yards free style and demonstrate three methods :f.f'

'ﬂf of release and rescue w1th a tow of no less than 20 yards w1th eachj[f'“

lli: method of life saving.?68~ )

«:{ﬂ Athletics which was originally considered under separate Tgi;'h

e | headings of running, Jumping and throwing was thought of in much

L l the same vé!n as team games possessing inherent character bu1lding

qualities The Tests booklet reiterated this pOlnt clearly

,_'~'vThe character building influence of wisely conducted athletics RN
" is_far. reaching, - “Athletic events are: thoroughly democratic Tn;c' :
- They teach self control; and tend to. keep one’ calm when others

.. areexcited. and: alarmed - They: help to ‘establish habits of - R

-.T{:}Jtemperance and: develop honor. sincerity, honest’ effort, skills,:.;“ff

-7 endurance, courage, perseverence,’ self-reliance, and_other L

”g jclean-cut manly attributes and ideals - S L

But caution uas recommended because these worthy principles were

often not put into practice unless conscious efforts were made to .




1*\- for meet part1c1pation were that a registrant must be an. initiated

- u\

187

“fincorporate them ‘i53'“ai R fﬂ =
The Mentor was adv1sed that\FE‘shouid encourage a11 boys to -

'5:train for the athietic events so that their performance for off1c1a1

270‘_‘

ftests was creditable To encourage training,."Nationai Athietic o

' H-Meets“ were organized by the Nationai Boys' WOrk Board affiiiated

’vwith the Reiigious Education Counc11 of Canada 51nce 1917 which

':,;represented the cooperating churches and the YMCA 1 Requirements

:i'member of a registered CSET group and have attended a minimum number s

272

?iof midweek and Sunday SChOO] 595510"5 in order t° qua]ify.lbx Train-;j-

vzing for these athietTE'contests was mandatory for success, and hints~‘
273“ ‘

-
n:,for training were not uncommon v,m ]

The Mentor “‘was advised to cha]]enge every boy to strive for e

qT”&his potentiai but the Mentors Manuai suggested that competitions

.:”:b;WTth1n Tux1s or Traii Rangers be 0”93“1zed on a group baSTS S0 that

"'_ufthe’totET_EEBFE”WOuid count and the backward boy couid feei he had

ﬁtre‘wiil win their 1oya1ty and feliowship. o

e 274

‘gmade a. contribution Perhaps to appease the church the plan

' ;f7downp1ayed competitiveness and instead stressed health “An athiete 'V'} )

ihe may never be and for effective service, need not be but the

»

“hgenuine interest in a11 that concern his [Mentor s] athietic boys "::j

"275 That the creators Of 'ti;:ffii

.—_\

: “t,the phy51ca1 standard were not particuiar]y concerned with athietic ij:fﬂuf

-fﬂf{excellence is shown by the absence of any recommended 1iterature

--s’fconcerning running or throwing techniqul Running events inciuded

':Tthe 60 yard potato race, outdoor sprints. which were prescribed

“_Tbecause of the variation in the size of indoor tracks standing '
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‘f broad Jump, running high Jump and the standing hop, step and Jump. '

1'The throwing component of the athletic tests 1ncluded throwing for

'“Tf'distance, throwing at a target .and’ pqu ups and putting the shot'."

,‘ment

‘:,Wthh were included spec1f1cally fon upper body and arm develop-

276: Most of these’ running and throwing events were included

1n the Nat10na1 Athletic contests

N .,,.f
.(J‘»

R Eﬁe maJOrity of these events were clas d by weight cate—

V"eifgory and standards set for each The most, commonly used wedght

fC]aSSlflCathHS were: 80 pounds and under, 81 95 pounds, 96:}10
pounds *111 125 pounds, and unlimited above 125 pounds ' The cate»

\
, B M
7_gory of sprints prov1des a’ good example of the level of attainmenz ‘a‘“;

‘,expected Lo ) , S :
o WEIGHT DISTANCE .4"_’l;f STANDARD TIME”
80 pounds S 50 yards-_ Cour ' 7 2[5 seconds,,bﬁ:
95 pounds - R yards -~ . . 10 2/5.seconds -
110 pounds . .. . 100 yards = . ,y.,13,2/5 seconds,,
125 pounds 100 yards . ' 12-2/5 seconds
unlimited ' : 100 yards. ', j - -11°2/5 seconds_

-':fOther components such as pull ups requ1red a minimum performance to f-””
‘fmeet the standard For example in the five weight categories the
*minimum standards were 3 4 6, 8 and 10 pull ups reSpectively 277

‘:However, an adequate performance on any indiv1dual test probably

o T:reqdired some practice fbr the average Sunday school particwpant

E Jfb"t diligent practice for an above average score.a.;jff]* :jL 3_‘7;

The CSET program offered the denominations the opportunity AR

T_to become involved in a structured program suitable for youlg people sflf:;

- ﬂ}isocieties in an area of life which they traditionally believe, was ?Eff,,’

o ehbest left to !%e discretion-of the individual Although some ;ﬂlfﬂ’:"':'\“




- ot e

,c]aim that' it faiied to catch on*in Sunday school and proved hope-‘l'
-iessly cumbersome trying to encompass as 1t did ali aspects of

278 -in many other ways ‘it represented success

adolescent deve]opment
_and a change in attitudes During the years 1920 and 1921 the pro--
"gram was turned over entire]y to- the denominational adv1sory boards

'and the Religious Educationa1 Counc11 of Canada due to ‘the 1nab111ty
.of fund raising drives by the YMCA to support the program finan-

fc1a11y 279.

But at the same time the- denominations were strengthen-
.1ng their Sunday school weekday act1v1ty programs and later accepted
| this ready-made\boys prOgram as the ba51s for Trail Rangers (12 14
‘lyears) and Tux1s (15-18 years) programs, 1nterdenominationa1 pro-_ Hj /;
‘grams wh1ch deveioped under the auspices of the Religious Education | / L
1 Councii of Canada . . 4: - | o o
| | Despite the fact that 1njabsolute numbers the~program reached
' on1y a portion of protestant Christ1an youth w1thin the churches |
.there was a feeiing that it was eminentiy successfu], and the denom-
1nat10ns off1c1a11y espoused no other view than that it sh0u1d ‘

: b
' continue to deve]op as part of the ba51c ‘Sunday school program.

S 'During the period, 1918 - 1921 gains were heralded 1n the promotion o

of CSET with upwards of 25 ,000 Tux1s and Trai] Rangers potentia11y

,benefitting from this structured program 280

But. the CSET program is significant far beyond what these

"'“figures might initially suggest Because it gained officia] church

f}support the program cha]lenged ¢he church to become»more practically
liinvolved with youth and tested its commitment to the social message

o :of the social gospe1 which gave physical recreation 2 Iegitimate
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- u | | a - j~\\\\\v.” 3
| e ’/),

-eiistence within the‘church | - Because it. prov1ded a controlled pro-
gram where the opportunities for boyish behaviour were severely

_ restricted the program egpouraged the church to approve recreational
and athletic act1v1ties under its direct aegis. Furthermore through
, the efforts of many clergy in the various Sunday schooi,‘Boys Work
‘and Social‘SerViceéDepartments;‘Councils andlBoards, CSET'provided
"the church with the earlier opportunity to develop weekday program-
ming.v For all its failings CSET still remained one bright hope of

the denominations for attracting the worldly boy' S favour. S ;i

ilYounngeople's'Associations :

Social and recreatiVe activities‘had been diverted’because
“of the war.. Some soc1et1es were disbanded but with a return to a

state of normalcy the various executive bodies of young people s

el

organizations once again began to flourish with activgty. Things f

‘were quickly getting back in order, iﬁ the speed with which athletic '
committees were being reestablished was an 1ndicator. The Toronto .
'council-of the AYPA waS'one'such organizationa representing nearly"A
‘twenty-five local branches in the Toronto area, ready to begin .
bus1ness as usual, Very soon after the war there were approximately

1000 AYPA members represented by the CounCil, and by 1922 more than j

281

2000 members were registered - Ranksvhad‘been_dpubled;in~less.than’“

3 .
_four years.

The Anglican General Synod had endorsed the purpose of the

-~

AYPA since its inception in 1902 Approved literature of the AYPA
'published after the war reiterated the social ambitions of the

°



" association Very‘cleariy. This was not too different from. uhat was

'denvisioned by 1ts creators two decades eariier‘; The emphasi§ °f the’ ig?;7h
: church on the sociai aspect of its mission was still characterized R

-as cautious _ ‘r_; L
i -- | 7
vaSocial evenings shou]d be devised to- exempiify the principie of
'{"feiiowship." Refreshments may be desirable, .but they are not '

essential. ‘A social evening should give opportunity for.: becoming
; ‘better acquainted “for introdicing strangers, for: cultivation
~- - of the art: of conversation and for games and amusements 282

dfConcerning pianning for ihdividua] se551ons, it was’ recommended that°~

- v-"T_The programme (previousiy pianned) sh0u1d show variety and whole-

S some- entertainment Remember AY.P.A. meetings are not simply to
- amuse. - Let oun.meetings be bright But not 1ight Sociabiiity

- does not mean. frivoiity‘?83 - e

JTBut in the interim, substantiai changes had taken place., In many
'lvchurches sport and physicai recreatiom had becomeva 1egitimate

*hactivity, in others it was toierated | But by and 1arge the ex er---*- i

,

rfféienee of the church in this area of iife had been successfu]

-

young

\'f7peop1e s organizations had realigned the interest of many yo’ng

*f boys to the church young peopie s societies and brotherhoods'through :?di
. o M-'u-'é
<.t;jgsocial and ath]etic programs, camping excursions and CSET programs, ‘

:gf???had shown the church firsthand that they couid be conducted in an izyinfﬁfV*

"'Qvorderiy and edifying manner.. But the wartime reconstruction period

( i v

s weil underuay and’many younngGOPIe s organizations were anxious fff*:?

:{”?:fto?pick up where'they.had’ieft Offp:Jg ’iﬁﬂsfﬁhﬁ;d'?




"'adopted as well which stated that- '3n 13.J*

f'call for participants.: The events offered included ladies singles,vlﬁ
- 1.gents singles, ladies doubles, gents doubles and mixed doubles, R

284

'.’but each player was to enter only one event. o Local rules were

-
pea

':"All branches entering the League must have an AYPA Tenni Club S
and all. players must be AYPA members Visiting team to" rov1de o

~_‘balls. Neutral member to act as: umpire supplied by visiting S
-team, Each branch. entering theleague s asked to’ appoint one v

- member. to-act on a committee to draw.up schedules, arrange =

'?]umpires -etc. - Spaldings Rules to be used.. Any . branch failing’
- to keep appointment loses by default The umpire s decision is .
=f1nal L ‘ P o

L Tennis proved so popular that the sports committee had d1ff1culty
l _parranging satisfactory schedules for the sport as well as. attend ';;Qfgif

. to its other duties. Perhaps it was because tennis encouraged a’ "5ff;*

-

“_mixing of the sexes but by the following year there were so many

5,participants that a separate tennis committee was required to control

(e

-.ﬁ»all matters relating to interbranch tournaments.. The next season s

'fl play ﬁid not start smoothly because the necessary permits to use

tll‘city courts were not available on time..;

286, But after a delayed

1ff:start, the game of tennis again proved popular with AYPA members. _'TfV*t”

.-{'q:j Sports such as tennis were not supported evenly by the par-‘= :

ayﬁ;ticipating branches anf'this led to ; number of the tennis_cups




'".fCircumstances seemed to be reminiscent of the Ottawa AAAA in this

.,.ega,.d B '_

The idea to establish an AYPA baseball league was first

.i:fﬁbrought before the sports committee in the early spring of 1921

"#};However, initial efforts did not succeed because the executive

"'A’claimed “the. initiative had begun too late. Again there was direct

' competition with the established interchurch league operating in: .”"’{;fl_}b

_ gthe city, and enthu51asts were encouraged to 301n A;;
o before the cutoff date of Aprﬂ 15th 289 By th""” ;

' a1924 .a contingent of 22 teams 11 men and 1

1 league but:rgf‘

”oligwing spring,'“

' ladiés,was actively,g«':l.f-"

RS
;demonstrating the popularuty of this sport and paying $10 per teami_ka;s~# v
‘ 90 € N i

: per season to support 1t

So popular in fact was baseball thata_wa;:

‘Tnthree divnsions were needed to organize the schedule.-,

By the spring of the next season 1nterest was continuing tof;}”fitsfb

f}escalate with upwards of thirty entries to organize and control

.ff_The sports committee was hard pressed to keep up with the pace, andl?f;rflf{;

'J"flvolved in the sport Subsequent problems related more to o fathe

"'u::'.-j*"f,ffmally it “wask --a’ecmed to affiliate mth the T. A s 8. League."zgl

’;fiThe idea to affiliate with the Toronto Amateur Soft Ball League did?f*ﬁzﬂ"'**

: ggllnot appear to materialize as the committee remained actively in-»i"“

o.,' C

;?:f;field activities as. there were numerous warnings against the use of if LR

1ﬁ:?fplaying non-paid-up members._u

299"




R e e

f‘jgrfissue was first raised about the time that the League was considering”ﬁf.;;ﬁ?

*‘ ‘_entering the TASBL “The Comnittee imediately asked for a’ ru'ling

e &
'-;'on the association s sports rules regarding gate receipts.‘ The

'“l,ritopic was discussed with interest A recommendation emerged "That

’llgthe executive recommend to the Locai Council that the branches be

*Ji'jailowed to make coiiections at their own discretion.ff A second one 'f;i:“i.

. r:;foilowed immediate]y thereafter w1th the hope of reversing the

f?;former r.tommendation- .“That the Locai Counc11 recommend to the fff:

r:branches that no coi]ections areto be taken up at their games."?93

:'3133This recommEndation was deff‘;‘_l

If the tension created by some sports broke the fragile imageeJd?}?

'iﬂ‘fthat these communicants were totaily WIthOUt W°r1d1¥ C°"°e'"5’ Sce"e§i~id:5i

| ‘f‘at the many sociai Picnics helped to cement the pieces back togetherQEfoff[

A%

"”ffPicnics were wel] kndwn for*their sociabiiity and they provedfiii __fh?fifT

f-l]ithe more popuiar when compiemented by varied recreationa] and.ath~ S

.ﬁﬂii“ietic programs. Even on short notice. the sports committee couid
"1,tiexpect more than seven hundred enthusiastic picnickers if fine
'lf?i;weather were in the forecast The administration of the picnic
iff;ﬁcustomarlii “

v”f?_rmen contribute fiftyihents.f

required that the ladies provide refreshments andfthe

Games started at three o-cloc: sharp




K f*;fi' lﬁa'tlaéwe:Jaf;uffjvj’}»: T_vf??_*"ﬁfw"ifai;f;.“{751555}1: i

participants and administrative difficu]ties were compounded by\the if--:**
‘ unpredictabiiity of natural ice and the more aggressiVe nature of "
the sport There had been some concern deveioping OVer the previous'fi;ti:}
few years about a11 three major sports with prob]ems ranging from |

purely administrative complaints such as unpaid dues, to the qualitye“; o

of play 1tse1f inc]uding unbalanced competition and the use of non_,ﬂ;dJ.,f

members.r The fact that the—executive of the AYPA had toiih(ueca
warning against the steaTing of equipment during matches oniy added
to the administrative dilemma.{ There were financial problems as
we11 Honey was not a]ways availabie to purchase ice time during

warm weather when outdoor rinks were\unusable.29§ The committee s 3333

was often in search of a phi]anthropipt

A special %ommittee was convededfin the Tate*faTT of 192

to d“al with sports 1n the AYPA and its»report qgceived clausef"

clause examination by a committee of the whole‘ SubsequentTy,

copy of the repoct which contained,manyﬁheTpfui uggestions for



u»x;fkeep them better informed of developments.; Additional]y, the interim

?jgsecretary was to send a maiiing list of members to the executive

. _;iwith a recommendation that any person taking part in spOrt must be IRt

; 'ﬁ“permission to enter the ieague.??g The AYPA executive 1ntended to

Ziﬂwjthe local diocese put a stop tb the pqpblem altogether.u;j;;_in'{3utnh'.'

f”ﬁffbehind making such a decision are not;ciear, it was obvious by the

'=-g;time basis.a Consequently, another speciaT*committee was formed to'

“_fia paid up member, at heast two months before receiving a card giving AR
.f]closely supervise the ath]etic program to discourage probiems before

By September, with reminders of winter weather, the ca11 was i;jf

D

‘ﬁsent out to discuss once again the question of whether or not the f,ijﬁp
_a‘AYPA could successfuily organize its hockey ieague It went on the
'»Hfagenda for an October meeting with the recommendation that 'i,hg;;“;;;f}

S Owing to conditions prevailing in past years [i e.. poor organ-

: ;f?aization and: conduct] -in. regard: to. Hockey Leagues- formed by .
. A.Y.P.A. branches; the Executive recommend that there ‘be no,” B

- RJYPJAL Hockey League formed- under the auspices of the Local R
‘ACouncii the coming season.300 L T LT «av~¥."

"TVZAt the meeting the recommendation carried and although the detai1s"'

ii“ﬂtenor of the meeting thatfthe executive was embarrassednat'the'"on;fﬂ g

: f tinued 1ack of good hockey organizatiov“'Perhaps the comnittee -

.,{ﬂwas not capabie of organizing this we11 patronized‘kport on a part

'flﬁsaivage the reputation'of‘the_A PA and'

-investigate the possibiiit ﬁi}ffi




L fal] of 1924 the decision was made to abandon it Sy
sl fMoved by Nood seconded by Mr Bond that AYPA hockey be aban- :_:”,. e

. doned this year, but. would: suggest that any branch that ‘would S
~Tike to play to become-affiliated with some local hockey ieague--;aﬂ’_ :

'ﬁ?‘jcarried Mr. W. E. Ross (St. Anne's) is willing to act pro tem
'~;icfor those ‘who wouid 1ike to participate in hockey

ek The popuiarity of hockey was a factor ieading to its downfaii because
~1Tf the- AYPA proved unabie to effectiveiy organize and controi so many :f‘j
1'»} teams The athletic program 1n generai was approved at 1east in |

i Principie, by the maJority of the 1ay executive of the Association ~,f’?f’f
"’;pand by the Anglican ciergy a ]ittle further in the background A

N

f*\ the Dominion conference of the AYPA he1d at St Catharines, Ontario, fﬁ o |

o rom October 17 19 1922 Archdeacon McEiheran, Ninnipeg, responded
Q7wat -the question, "Nhat is the broad out]ook of the AYPA’“' His res—

, ‘,%pon e showed some of the 1dea1ism which the sociai gospe1 had heid

“ -

‘}7hout :or 1ts youthful, chiid-centered organizations such as the AYPA

w"‘“ ~*Ev ry man in 3 _ry Chunch and every woman must be brought into
o to Ch*withfthe.V' al, throbbing life: [sic] of this [sicl young
i peo ]e s movement--pe ct, that:is to say fully’ deveioped e
: fu]lror‘ed Christians dev ed soundly on: physical lines, . ';f !sfgzif
\ ual. matters and weii grounded.in< :

;’fiispiri_ua things, knowing Christ
;j?'tion,',e ing ‘their- bodies as temples,
7. ing-their\[sic] ‘1ives as: a\wiiiing sacrif

L 'servidel, a‘piying ‘the ‘ideals -and’ principies o~~ ¥ ir ChupCh's:
3,ﬂcreed tj.t e prosaic prograMme of their daily 1ifea °2f¥gj"‘




i7‘*the lay members of the Local Council puplished his\vieﬂs concerning

- J'the AYPA in the Canadian Churchman in the eariy fa11 of 1921 and

158 L

*: wished further to substantiate his views hefore the executive._ Thesef"g;f;ﬂ‘:

r-‘ V1ews were that the AYPA wasnotiiving up to its motto and was only

2.

'“{; ihc1dent1y considering Christ in its program. He gave his evidence

'iﬁf 1. That the programmes of both branches and Councii were: not
ﬁi;;;uconsistent with ‘the motto, as too much- time and discussion
“‘J_‘Nere given to sports. sociais, etc._,,. : ;

’;TfThat the Councii was holding forth as a form of Christian

. service work -in which Christ's name was: never mentioned ';“]f;ftr

f‘EIreferring to the York Community Club]..;

uff;That at the annua1 dinner Christ was virtually forgotten.»,.'kri,;.y,
-~ <The. time was. devoted tothe. discussion of sports5 camp, etc '93 aiiﬁ{

.T:-and prayers neither opened nor cIosed the event

"Vq'i]That;'asfourwrecordefs;agsuff ientmanswerftoﬂail criticism ;
'.:=1eve11ed at the AY.P.A. ;- the =~
~York :Community Club and its acc0mp1ishments wilT*prove thatf t
{5, for Christianity .and: ‘humanity, as’ the athletic activities .
./ “have- Justified their entrance ‘into the A Y.p.AL, and, :as the’
[ devoted 1ives of members who have been broight th ’
;through the A Y P A ‘are; testimongal

ing minutes faithfuily recorded ‘that meetingsopened nd ciosed'uith




'f?prayer, an activity virtually absent before._ ,f{.gf:'fﬁ°b"

. The Local Chapter of the AYPA had shown that indeed its St
~“t3constituent members were keenly interesteﬂ in sports and game j'»h
,“;]the most usual variety In particu1ar,:tennis baseb :“'and hockey
yyienjoyed greatest favour and the executive made every effort to v _
'-iiiorganize these for the benefit of the membership, and to ensure that 1:"1 .
?;fthey would be carried out in a manner befitting high Christian |
tdzstandards.; There were detractors, but programs were given cautious .i?i
:ﬁihapproval by the church hierarchy provided high ideais could be a

;ff:maintained But the committees formed to oversee the various

vf;{activities proved incapab1e of contro]]ing-the members they sought -

f;cto organize The outcome was 1ess than expected the most cr1tica1-f{;if{‘7
-fnicharge being the use of non-member piayers to boost the roster and

ki'jrless freQUent but highiy visfb]e control Prob]ems, 1nc1ud1n9 stea1-=<;3%-

If such prob1ems were to be found under Cbristian superv1sion,; ; S

:as'this then a harbinger of what could be expected under more

~:s.'-,j"jf.‘-world]y circumstances and from the‘perspectiv ‘"ffthe church

'*fﬁﬁless than 1dea1 circumstances insthe'public sports arena. v.afiffﬁaffl}hf-fgt
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-’ifr;hy';e;icai- anhéé';ion' and ,Ch'r'i.stvi“an,‘N‘atibnai ismo

The legacy of the Victorian nineteenth century, concluded '
g i:Moir, was an “unprecedented mixture of piety and patriotism,f3q5 f’.‘

fforces which were to continue to be fe1t in Canadian society upon ,frr'

?'.Vgente'ing 1nto the new era of practica1 Christianity Methodism in :;7'

vfiﬂparticu1ar fe1t most strong]y this nationalistic impu]se, but*the

'H_,sentiment was far broader than any denomination. A11 denominations
“iwere deeply concerned with it because of their common aims-"}n .

"i;eff1c1ent work force a mora1 c1tizenry and a visib]e 1oya1ty, 1niifrjz;

"fftthis case t& both church and state.r The Presbyterian Rncord madeff:j.,f:.f°}

- ffSabbg;h 1n Canada~‘ "A]ike on grounds of patriotism and re1igion,jg;;ri:"”
"fif;which u]timateiy never contradict weare convinced that this day has

- fa worth for man.»... .“-:

jffthe p01nt qu1te c]ear while dea11ng w1th its favourite topic, thef;ﬂii’j,V-“'”

396 In genera1 the denominations 1nc1uded

'-7f}this nationalism, 1n the guise of‘c1tlzenship or serv1ce, as a

fbrominent feature of‘the socia] program of their 1eagues gu11ds ”.f,y{u 15
“,f’and assoc1at10ns--a program wh1Ch aimed at more than an: understand-'T//;Z:f*f

iijfing of its 1dea1s, but a]so towards practical achievementsff

Suggestions as to how such idea]s of c1tizenship cou]d‘be




REYATH

-

' ‘your community, and so make it count in the bui]ding of a greaterr;

o Canada.ff Six headings seemed adequate to 1ist some good exampieS‘

iffor the ieaguer patriotism, municipai poiitics temperance and,'~w--”"

' prohibition mora1 reform, athletics, and general 307

_ | Under the heading, patriotism, the 1eaguer might be fxpected -
“.fzto organize a patriotic g]ee c1ub or orchestra, study Canadian Fonn
’ hscenery, draw maps of the 1oca1 area and 1ts enVirdns organize a fnfi_~ 1f
;;tree pianting or clean up campaign, study biographies of great
' f'Canadians, or pian a- banquet for young,boys and men with speakers':i

‘jgiv1ng enthusiastic, patriotic addresses For the study of mun1c1-51<
©pal. pohtics, orgamzmg community or piay ciubs was a suggestiorr,

LN

‘ vkas we11 as community surveys, educational ciasses for foreigners, fﬂ S
";:and mock counc1is to name but a few, Temperance invoived the study;d;i"i“
{7ﬁiof the tobacco and 11quor industries and issues reiating to the

'moraiity Of theirvuse. Moral reform 1ssues a]so inciudedsanti-'*i
' '-Cigarette campaigns, and community hygiene, sanitation and com-'

K

e

”ilfmunity heaith ta]ks, often foiiowed up by questionnaires and inter—fﬂfc‘."":
v1ews;f;And for athietics the fo]iowing was suggested

*;;Vl;g'organize a: tennis, basebali, croquet, basketba]i hockey orf,{;jf~gjf
77 snowshoe ‘¢lub; S
,4;1,P1an a. community p1ay day, to 1nc1ude every man woman and
~a'[ﬂjchild Have an occasionai "paper chase“"among the ydanEr

"“’ﬁj}3,I$Physica1 games in which no apparatus is needed., (Use

‘. +,-"Indoor; and. Qutdoor games," by Chesley, '10¢).. ﬂfsf L

4, "Varied calisthenfc: exercises. Plan for. occasiona1 League o

;;QIG["tramps.,, Keep the" eyes open. whiie ‘the limbs are actiVe o

=i Then talk aboﬁt what you- have ‘seen, - - LA

e B A practical talk by a- Christian physician on the va1ue of Ll

IESETRNALY ;jfu{iphysicai‘training e e R o

3ﬂ1,;These practicai considerations were biended__itha good deai of




.'; 1dealism as, weTT ;fé-."‘ ‘
o The range of interest of the church was greater than sports

uwgand games and inciuded more formal or institutionalized forms of

: physicai recreation common during the period including driTT
‘jjgiphysicai training or physicai cu]ture, since these terms were often |
v':dused 1nterchangeably, and phy51ca1 education meaning phySicaT
o training WTtth the educationa] setting or militia corps., Moir has

:dpo1nted out the Tegacy of piety and patriotism which characterized “dﬁ‘h
"y;lnineteenth century protestantism and traditionaiiy the church had
- maintained s]ight 1nterest 1p 1nst1tutiona112ed forms of phy51ca1 '

";-:recreation to accompiish 1ts reiigious and patriotic aims National

n,_afervourwes bu11ding prior to the First Nor]d war but with 1t came L_r‘ff ;u

ﬁtf greater nationai controversy over production effic1ency, heaith and
‘Tf;fitness.v This Tegacy, of piety and patriotism was epitomized 1n
t"g‘iJames L Hughes, Toronto Schoo] Inspector, and a regular contributor
nt;,to HethOdTSt Journaiism._”"The development of patriotic feeiing is

Tirgone of the definite aims of schooi work 1n Toronto schools., on’ I;‘
g "Empire Day the annuai Darade and review of the dr111 bat- B

309

"yfatalions takes p]ace o ;’;;“Eﬁ he remarked The church had its

"~ffequ1va1ent "Patriotic Sunday;" which by 1912 was a reguiar featuref;ﬂtfﬁ'\

*cf;fin~phe denominations an outgrowth of intensified nationaTism priorfﬁ:iidtd““

”'vffto the war. The Presbyterian Department of Socia1 Serv1ce and

o ,'sembly in 1912

~,§1Your Boardis pleased tolbefab]e to. report that Patriotic -pa.*
:;Sunday, namely, ‘the Sunday;nearest to. the. national birthday, is:j’ ‘
'u13"'coming to be obserVed as aftinstitution_of Church: Tife.5 Tt“hasjg

f" vangelism outlihed the grouth of this practice for the GeneraT ..{fizyp”i
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reason to beiieve that the preaching of Christian patriotism in
one way or: another was more general-in the Churches and Sabbath
Schools of the Church in 1911 than in any’ previous year, and

it ‘hopes that more and more advantage will be taken of this
golden opportunity to. promote the highest type of citizenship.

< Patriotic Sunday fa]ls this year on the 30th of June. Your

: - Board,- in co-operation with the Sabbath Schools® Committee, ‘has
arranged for the subject of Citizenship to be’ taken up in-all

. the .Sabbath Schools and among the-Young Peoplé's Societies of

- the Churches, and the Rev. D. C, ‘MacGregor, Assocfate Secretary,

.. has frepared, at the request of. the ‘Board, a special ‘pamphlet
an-. the subject: of "Good Citizenship--its Ideais, 1ts Ba51c and
its Duties.“310 : .

Nith the advent of war this modest growth of nationai patriotism

- sweiied untii it appeared boundiess.

—_—

Aithough driii- phy51ca1 training, and phy51ca1 education i.‘
came more to dominatethe thinking of the church, espec1a11y reiating;;k
‘y‘to war and nationa] preparedness, sports and‘games, per se, werexnotvl
entireiy without nationai 1mport The games and sports of youth
"rf refiected quite directiy on the national character _ The Governor- Lo
i_Generai Eari Grey, couid be found reminding young,Ederics that ¢his‘7 ]
‘was the case. " 1In an address to a c]ass at Trinity Coi]ege Schooi
'd] Port’ Hope, “he questioned the affect of poor sportsmanship on the

‘ ‘,'(.c
: national character. The Canadian Churchman agreed with the Covernor- -

;‘General and added to his comments,'"No good can,come of coarseness
"or rudeness 1n speech or: act' and no peopie can eVer be tru]y great
> who toierate the one or the other in home or on the piayground, 1n e

u311

’either the public or private intercourse of iife "Spectator“ ';_x;"

R feit evenpmore strongiy that the nationai consciousness was too

- .-

}';fimportant a con51deration to be degraded by sports on nationa1




a3
‘w T
L he

L But/Dominion Day -was not inaugurated merety that the youth of one

' ‘country might test their skill on the .campus, or their fleetness

. in chasing one another around the cinder track. We would not,

- if we could, interfere in any way with the recreation of a

~ people:let 1oose from their toil, . . ,°[But] let us not per-

" petuate forever the custom of calling forth men and women from
‘their ordinary duties to’ participate in some demonstration and .
send them home again with nothing-better to think: of than: the - -

'iresuits of the: ba]l game, or the victer in the horse race.312

[

;In Canadﬁan protestant thinking, patriotism and,piety were indeed
;reiigiously interconnected The Angiicam church most noticeab]y he]d
éstrong v&ﬁws aboutgthe sanctity of hoiidgys secular and religious,‘;-y
. which no doubt biased 1ts thinking regarﬁing sports on holidays. |
o But it was in the more 1nstitutiona1 forms ofpphysical recre- ,I:.l'
ation not sports and games that the church made its most positive .
fvcontribution., The protestant denominations gave encouragement to ‘f. SR
':“more controlied physical forms of patriqtism, those more in)com-,'i"h e
_,fortabie harmony with its traditional "gymnasium and showerbath“ ‘_'*”ju
':mentality. e o o . o ; i |
o Dri11 is probab]y as 6Jd as war itseif but as a form of “'Z‘:;‘
fphy51ca1 recreation known to the church it was primarily a 1ate ;l
f;nineteenth century 1nnovation, experienced through such organiza-'ff;thr; i
:vtions as the ineffectuai Boys' Brigade movement which spread into;¥::
,.__:_Canada in the)late 18805 Hdth a wave of genera'l interest‘ in the-v

Y t:? Bed

';;jmiiitia and the estabiishment of dri11 c0rps in many Canadian urban ‘ffﬁ{:u

RS CN

":centres this type of activity became atta;hed to the church as weli

{*but never in any overwhelming numbers Especiaily after 1908 with




"'v;“_;f';ids

. . o . : . . :,

- The declining popularity‘of the Boys' Brigade as a social
f{f;?and re]igious organization affiliated with the church was well | i
. i:recognized but nevertheless there was an intellectual appreciation :
.f7fof some of the physical and moral benefits associatedwith it. cAfter }
{Jﬁ“ﬁ ll tbe denominations uere expeniencing the end of a generation of
Thflgdecline in Sunday school enrollment and there was much optimistic ..
, ;lﬁthlk of alternatives which might reverse the trend For example,-j;ff
'f?ilthe Twenty-FirSt Genera1 Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 1895 |

’fﬁilraised the Boys Brigade as an issue concerning the young boy problem

V_ﬂj&lt is well known fhat it does not draw the boys as’ might be
. wished [the: _young ‘boy . problem] and therefore we should have -
T - 1ikedwto know what.services have. been rendered’ by the Boys®
" o Brigade in.congregations whith haye adopted. it. But we are .
S informed ‘merely that * n some’ places the boys have been drilled
oo and- disciplined by At.mN Its object ‘seems to' be to advance. ‘the -
o< iKingdom of  Christ among boys. and to that end stress: s Taid by *.
it constitution ‘onattendance at” the Bible Class but there 1is
SR ﬁnothing to: -show: ‘that {1t has" .effected more.than«an improveMent
"jﬁ“}in<$he manners Qf/its members 314 SR LR ot

And''so it ftha-'dr l.takes tbe'place of .genius

‘ den suFpasses. tt':;ﬂe ‘are. all bundles;of}habits,
- gets: 1ts: great; v ' ] ; kg
"pouer of habit




f;fregular~practice mandatory was seen as its prime positive character_ f]-r

,;fistic. The result uouId natura11y be stronger physica1 and mora1

j%;character, a1ways a qualfty of deep concern to the church

lihThe boy s physica1]y heIped everybody knows the good effect ,age x
- -of military drill upon a growing ‘boy. It is a great thing for - . .-
. 'boy tovhave a strong,: vigorous body deve1oped and well under
" " control, "The boy* is helped. morally., ‘Properly conducted the .
_“k;Cadet Corps isa splendid developer of character. - ngw L |
4ffNot1ng further that some are opposed Ep things mi1itary, McK1m con-fﬁif;x
,5;c1uded that there shou]d be no concerns since this was not the purf}f;~53

;n.pose of the organization, ; ,;gdf9f~giﬁg '

o g:but‘rather to graft into the fibre of the boy the true sold1er s
'»W_;trspirit,ﬁthe spirit of obedience, of . 10ya]ty and of Sacrif1ce,;,,4
- th& recognition-of responsib111 y,and ‘the shouldering of" 1t
“ - These characteristics make ‘good ens, but. ‘they are not
-;:[faa1ways cultivated in the;home. 15,‘ ;'. R
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fff-among Canadian youth Nhen Lord Strathcona est?blished a’ fund

7 in 1909 for the encouragement of drilling 1" the 5°h°°]5’ the

'TetCanadfan Churchman ca11ed 1t an act of true patriotism i:"Lord

1§Tg5trathcona $ munificent gift of $250 ooo the income'of which is toﬁf%i

5wf‘be app11ed towards preparing the youth of canada""%do military

1i;iduty in defense of their country 1s one of the:best‘object 1essonsriﬁjh

ufffin true patriotism that we have ever had in Canada.“3zq;::;;,f

d

;Q*Qg’v Some Methodists saw the m111tary style of organ1zation as’

;.Iending 1tse1f we11 to the promotion of missionary work study, and_ifa

g;support of comradeship,??__1

however, the Methodist Department of

fTemperapce and Moral Reform he]d its suspicion of anythdng m11itary_ .y
“jjfconnected With church YOuth programs. In its characteristical v

75‘fpatr1otic and f]amboyant sty]e the Department reiterated its con-] 1fﬁf

.n;;,-? There is- no body which 1s mdre loya} “the Empire, the .
' ' Sovereign-andthe flag;, than Methodism.,-Shewisreverxready“t
fiifadvance the-interests ‘of the nation,. both’ by fighting her moral

;- foes which-are within and sucking: the very - 1ife blood: of: her

- “noble character-and .honor and .defence: in: timulof actu d.. .

. But: we: would- deplore anything: whose. object, as to- deve1op the

‘spiritof militarism and impi: 1n_our>_
,’battlef1e1ds ith: their ca r hi

- 3 1 Yol _
JYect, nobler character, better tri nd . ‘_'T}j?
fuejcome them with the very greates heartiness. -
jnpourag 'them'in;evory poSsible ‘way. .l W re
-anada” hall produce an outstanding quality of
‘worl 1zen ‘“W,_shalllrender a]uablei_




nyhvarying opinions about the impact of military driii and its accomh_

"‘panying miiitarism on the moral and socia1 fibre of the nation.. The

Department reiterated its stand regarding undue military infiuences.;i-nhuﬁ
and of the Boy Scouts and Cadets in particular., “While we welcom[i”‘b'vvhz

fi?tfmost heartily every rightful method of disc1p1ine for the growing_'

‘fiﬂ‘boys and young men of Canada, we Just as. deep]y dep]ore any method

“S?Qﬁof discipline whereby they may become tainted by any expectancy of 1p

'7fg{war or the development of a spirit of eagerneSS to take up a*ms'f§24

"-:ﬁ‘The designers of the Federai militia:system were moving

f{jﬁffurther afieid in order to spread their message of the nationai;Value

As'one instance of the good sults
adets. have ever -come . ‘before a po




”'-,One other good point 1slthat 1£‘1eads these young men.- q becom
”~good ath1etes._ The ‘chairman and mysetf are both old. a*h]etes,
... ‘and"we realize the valué of an-athletic: training. - You will b
.4,.“fginterested in ‘these" points from the: view that- ‘they disc_urage
+ ... -the.use of intoxicating: Tiquor.,.The athletic: ‘games,- thej'strict
’»deiscipline ‘and ‘effective’ control .could: n'tjbe cankied-out with"'
~men.who used intdxnmants too . freelx 3255

Even withfn'theSAng1ican communion;there was a}steady resis-ﬁ

fitance against turning young peop1£ s_socﬁeties, PEV se, ‘“t° d'il |

f i The Canadian Churchman arguedfthat young,people' SQCieties




The CSET program was advertised as‘a haTlenge to Canadian |

}manhood for leadership 1n boys work _.Deve1oped cooperative]y with

{the National COunc11 of the YMCA the Protestf? ”Sunday 2thool

’?Boards and the Provincia] Sunday Schoo1 Associatfons, the CSET

’|
-.'

:pro’ram was appI uded by these|organizations as a benefictal pro- fﬁe'

Agrat for teen-age boys, anbecameﬁa national 1dea .

~ * He can scarcely overestimate the vaTue of setting up such G
v‘tfa nationa] ideal. . The. false -deals of life set:up.in Ge any--’f'f
&7 -the ideals of. domination and: mastership as: against the’ 1deals '
oof service--gerverted the minds of the. -youths: of Germany. and
. ¢ ‘warped-them Trom: the idedls. of national: honor. -~ The: worId;agony
- to=day ‘is ‘the logica1 ‘ou cdme of this® ‘pagan ideal re]eased
h*oughout that unfortun]te nation;yesterday 328 o

In the hearts of Canadia yo th, 1t was hope" such_a/perverted idea1

o Canadian boys. It is . based on-all’ that we Xnow ..
" his ‘growth and: devéTopment‘during his; boyh00‘ ‘year : g:
-nizes:the value of. health and strergth, ‘and “cleai reasoning after
’{trutH\ an apgrec1at1on -of 'ra} and spiritual ‘beauty andfperfe




f*i;tﬁdent1y.1 I 3t1a11y there was a recognltion hhatvthere was :ff;';fff' SRr

S . the princih]es“of true[
, -to; he_sacrifice of'one s . 1ife




Canadian c1erics.'-_ -

l{?The princip]es read 1n part- o

:fff_His object befng nat on1y to 1mprov the physica] and 1nte]1ec- r:ﬂ-fg

o tuals capabilities of the’ children. b i,culcating habits: ofhf*.¢‘“ S

“‘alertness, orderliness and. Ppromipt obedi ince, “but.-also to- b“ing

70 up. the boys to patriotism, and.to’a. 8 lization-that t e first

saet i duty: of rafree”citizen is to be. pre arj,;"’ ‘

i the intention. of: the Founder is: tha« whi] cal  trainin
iand elementary dril1 should be: encoura g 11 chi] ren of

~ both’ sexes: attending public schools, especial im ortance is to'.

“be’ attached to" the teaching of: military dri]l gen.rally to alli*

oys, 1nc1uding rifle shoot g for poﬂ;f:' ble of i




s

: *ffincluded in the currtculum. too, fOP their PﬁPPOVtEd educationa1

f;'i;vaIue of teamwork and 1ndiv1dua1%prowess._ The rhetoric °f the

ijationa] Education cOnference, Hinnipeg, 1919 did "°t sharply d1ffer ;ffj

?3from that of protestant clergy NhO gave SUPPO"t t° the spread °f .

“:it:fthe cadet system during wartime-”

”C,,That as. the aimqof this conference is the directing of pub11c
#.-opinion to ‘the .need of education -in" character. bufldﬁng and
,,j;citizenship, ;and-as’ a :sound’ body, a‘well. disciplined’ ‘mind;
. .individual ‘effort .and: co-operation are: essentia1s thenefore i
~be it resolved that-more ¥tress be: laid-on physica{ education,
“‘That ‘in"addition ‘Cadet ‘training for boys :from.12 .to 18 years of
il age be. introduced into-all"our’ schools--lt*having been proven::

s sgf;_y;that where training. has been’ inte11igent1y given, it has been -
s,..;ergof inest&mabIe value to: ‘the.: boys, the school . and: the nation--~f
oo -in the inculcation’ of such- qualities, :sentiments-and- powers: as
*-=[[re11ab111ty, Ppatrietism, comradeship, self-control, se]f—-:~, ‘
reli ance, - se1f-d1rection, initiative-and discipliﬁe

:{f;”ininf“te';of Education for Ontario ,}“fjj*“ "feaiing with
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-Was“no.longer unpatriotic to do so, against militarism in the cadet - ' '
| systedi.” Tne Tenty-Third Annyal Report of the Department, 1925, = |

" continued the tone’ set before the war, < .

~ -~ In.view of the generally recognized fact that the spirit of = ¢ .o
- militarism constitutes a perpetual menace of war and-cannotr . - . . -
.. under the guise of patriotism finds expression in many ways and. = >~ .=
‘ *Specjfi0311¥35nﬂthefSYStem!of,Cadet'trajnTQ95.in5Voguq§in}our;‘ff~;~;1;f1¢~~

... public:schoolss .. "
;o Me would-therefore express our conviction that the highest . .~ .

- - of miTitary training, but that though ultimate defence of the” . = "
©.. country depends.upon. the character of its, citizens and their =~ '
--which make the reception of a grant for physical training condi- .. = "
- tional .upon the adoption of the Cadet System.and the supervision .= =

. of-this work by ‘the Military Authorities; we believe that.the . .-

' system of military training in our schools is essentially the =

. same as that which came to-such perfection in Prusifa and'which' . .

" Government that the system of Cadet Training should be substi:

. ‘tuted by some approved system of ‘Physical Training and recrea~

i wtionat activity whichishall be free from the:insidious influences.
'”5:*°f’thehpfesenthYStém;3§3*ﬁ;u“_,“v iy b e

Bt after the war confusion was ‘evi
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‘3;z~inite platform concerning the militia program and physical education

?fd*in Canadian schoois._@{wu f?:ij,fu f:-‘-bi‘

The numerous propag':da pamphiets of the League out]ined

CL;gtheir basic concerns~perta1ning to dri11 phy51ca1?tra1ning and

l~;¢physica1 education. The extent of the problem, as judged by the

':t=iLeague was the aTarming number of cadets in Canada. a country wh1ch

-f,ﬂihad pub]iciy renounced war as a national po]icy.§491j5tat1st1cs bore

'-;out this state of affalrs

‘“{,COmparison Based on 1926 Statistics

y?Cadets dn: Great Britain and North of Ireiand

i f;iPopulation of~Canada

The Peace and Freedom League, for example had a def— o

~ 7 Cadets. In Canada..’ ' _3:~, 112 453g-w-{,a_:
--;,hPopuiation of : Greatrﬂritain 1921 Census '-} ‘f, 42 767, ¥930 - . 7 Lo
DR 1921 Census tfryw 8 788 481¢,][5'

P

Tf?fThe statistica1 conclusio iwas'that Canada had three times af many?;tﬁfhe’j




traditiona11y 1ent theﬁr support to the playground movement and a L

1ack of freedom 1n the military system was a critica1 point of dis- .~:r'*

?,‘ R A T R R :
o Doctors and educators both dec]are that mi]itary training 1s nota
a/kfphysical education and cannot be substituted for it: “A ‘doctor -
<% Jin.charge’ ‘of the physical: examination. in-one of our univers1ties
- said recent1y "The: aims of cadet training and physical’ educat1on
~ " are quite different. Physical education: ‘begjins. with: Tife. 'Its .
':-,4obJects are 'body’ bui1ding,the ‘formation of health habits -in. the
e individual and the' community, character: bui1dtgg by means of R
o playat Prgfessor Lambe, Director of- Phys1ca1 ducation at McG111
4T'Un1versity, further stated to the Ontario- Educationa] Association
- that to obtain-the greatest benefit: frofi'exercise or: sport the
oo Adei1 Element must be replaced by the emphasis on freedom and
"V;;~p1ay L , ‘ . C :

The second obJection was that cadet training associated

: patriot1sm wwth mil1tarism and throws the glamour of pageantry

around the essential brutalIty of war. ,u~5 f Th1s theme was one

'inhe th1rd

o .swhich wa% occasionany heard concerning the Boys Brigade

:?ih:obaect1on was that cadet tr&\q:ng provided no. education for c1ttzen--»ﬂ:“

%“i\f;hipv‘an essential'ingred1ent of patrlotism from the denominat1ona1 - ‘

’“ﬂfiuperspectIVE a"d one whigh 1t attempted to put 1nto service w1th1n the

gjf;ymany c1tizenship and service'departments of thef'oung people s socie- rlh




3

:&f]hnot on]y to sociaT but to educat1ona1 thinking.”4 . _
T”hf These objectfons=prompted~a~number of recommendations which

:fﬂwere a{med at rectifying the overemphasis of the miTitary 1nf1uence. |
~;Teacher tra1n1ng courses 1n'physica1 educationwererecommended to :

“:fcbe open, divorced from aTT mi]1tary contr01 The funds spent on’ the -

: 3cadet system were thought to be better spent 1f‘app11ed to further- ’

ﬂ.;Tng physical education under the contro] oﬁAerartmentsfof Educat1on

ylnaFurthermore, it was recommende% that the tutelage of civ111ans should

'fﬁbe g1ven to civ1lian 1nst1tut1ons, under c1v1Tian contr01 The Tast
recommendat1on uphe]d the mqndate of the League, "That a11 teachers - _.

P

f; of a future c1tizensh1p prepared loyally totfu1f111 the p]edges of

ifﬂhﬂf our country ‘ n y L
P In summary, the socia] gospel though 1n decline, ma1nta1ned

1ts 1nterest in Chr1st1an nat1ona115m which‘found express1on in..afif“*';'

v‘vpnxsjggl engatign,.wJ'he socia] gospe1 xoo”f, he'ld to 1ts behef that

- the_young - boy prqmemcouwbe sowmtmwmew mgmocﬁ?
. £ . S N - .-;7' ».‘_*rsu;s..v’»

'“tkiﬁfmethods which had at their centre an important place for phys1calf‘

Tﬁrecreation. This view was reinforced tthugh outsfde inf]uence
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to 1earn more aboﬁt this aspect of life which waSuso popu]ar with

"anadian youth°' The church was in search of a suitable policy ﬁffféjri,fjﬂﬂ]
47996rd1ng physical recreation and sport, one’ which would appea1

'hh\to both youth exuberance and clerical conservatism._}ﬂ:';'i*ff»g?ilslfv

Many socia] reformers be]ieved that they had found the

- 1dea1 program in Canadian Standard Efficienqy Training.‘ This pro- -5,;.;>T-ﬂ

,‘;:gram, deve]oped coTlaboratively between the YHCA and the protestant

;;7fchurches was approved as suitable for Christian adolescents CSET ‘f,';ah .
:?expanded significantly withln the church during\th\ First world e
V“nWar.,fBut wh11e socia1 gospe]]ers accepted CSET as a baIanced pro--~:ﬁ'”

Ay

.:fgram, Canadian 9Q9th preferred sports and games. Under the inf]uencefﬂffnlfff

;'fof the positive social gospe] message towards physica] recreation

*Qﬁand sports, sports pﬁogramming became an 1ntegra1 part of young

' ﬁThe soc:al gospef fostered the growth of physica] recreation and
fii;sport within’ he church but with 1ts decline a formidableﬁfa:“""

f{fthe~continued maintenance oﬁlit within the church was 1ost. IR

:tﬁPeople s SOC1et1es / But the tendency of sport was often not towards fuf:f

L 5
'%'1the 1dea 1sm of a ba]anced 1ife but towards the.pursuit of winning.i:;J
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