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THE STRING QUARTETS

of

BENJAMIN BRITTEN

Quartet No. Op. 25 (1941)
Andante sostenuto—Allegro vivo
Allegro com. slancio
Andante calmo

Molto vivace

Quartet No. 2^ Op. 36 (1945)
Allegro calfno senza rigore _ ^ — , ,
Vivace

5  -- Chacony

INTERMISSION

Qvuxrtet No. 3^ Op. 94 (1976)
Duets

Ostinato

Solo

Burlesque
Recitative and Passacaglia (La Serenissima)

In 1976 when Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) composed his final workj the
Third Quartetj Op. 94y more than thirty years had elapsed since the
creation of his earlier string quartets. During this long and
productive interim his major compositions had established him as one
of the great masters of the twentieth century. He composed
significant music in every form and was heralded as England's finest
opera composer since Purcell. Quartet No. 3, Op. 94 was composed for
the Amadeus Quartet who first performed the work at the Maltingsy
Snapey on December 19y 1976y two weeks after the death of the composer.
The University of Alberta String Quartet is the first Canadian quartet
to perform this work and the first ensemble to play all three quartets
in cycle.


