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. .. ABSTRACT

This study.examines the editorial x‘eaction'.of the

. . . . )

! Alberta press to the adoption of compulsory mllltary service. by
\

Canada durmg World War 1. Conscrlptxon w1th its c-«,-,_»

EAl

franchisement, the’ election of'l9.-l7, " canc "ti:d"“ls'

—

follow ing the war. The polltlcal shift ev1dent in the federal Glo&.tlon of-

1917 and later in the federal and Alberta prov1nc1a1 electlons of 1921

vsupport this view. -It’ was the conscription 155;10 w.hlch sPht the Liberal

,pavr_ty and re»sulteds'in the. fofn-xation of a prbo—eonscriptionist Unionist-

' party which defeated the Liberals in the federal electlon of 191

| On the babxs of those. clected in the 195\"3 federal electlon
o‘ne m;ght conclude that the west was so’hdly behmd the Umon go»ern-
ment With the exaeptlon ollone constltuency, l\lberta returned Umon-

1st members in 1917. Nevertheless, when one looks at the actual \votes

Fe N . [

cast the picture ch,'anges" espe«:lally when the V\rar time Electxons Act’

and the Mllxtary Voters Actare con51dered Electlons in the early part

of the twentxeth centu‘ry, as today -W’?re fought in pnrt through the mass

i

-tnvdxa In 1917 the pr1nc1pa1 mndmm was the n(vspap( r. This study'

» . [4

exammeslthe changmg attltudes of- daxly and weekly newspa{)ers in

Alberta to recriutxng, the war effort ~conscription, “coalition and other
: ¢

related 1ssues All of A?berta s dallymewspapers have been examined

“ o

(3
in dctall and mnety two ol" the weeklles then publxshlns in the province



:

. N . . =\ .‘ 5 o . -. - . .
have been located and"examined. T‘he unique . position of Frank Oli'ver's
[ n [ : #
kg
Edmonton Bulletm as one of the few remalmng pro/ Laurler dailies in "

Y

P | RS

- i
.

' Engl‘ish Canada makes th1s paper a natural focal pomt for th1s study

4 -

: Thls study employs a large amount of SOurce mater1a1 to’ 111ustrate the
v .

N

‘varlous p051t10ns taken by s'egments of the Alberta press C I’t p‘rov1des

Fw

-

a synthe51s of views as expounded*by the Alerta nress and outlmes -

their pos1txon on: issues related to the* conscrlptlon crisis of“ 1917
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"

R .. papersnn the provmce ‘H »torlans ha‘vé nobe'.d the contrlbuhons of L .

)
¢

- great Western new §pa ermﬁpﬁ durlp thls er&-&%’ ;
g p : g p . :7T .

".' 'éubhc‘.’ ,.Cc'-,,r.tai'nly‘ m;os_t_ : '
T ey c,,.»_, ‘ «\
(amlllar with Frank levop and’ t&]e Edmontem thﬂ{ t,m, ,man){:?f the ': |
. e;iltf)rs and- Publlsher%l)of 6t4;10r’ rﬁa_]or newspa;;efS‘/in Alb;rr;a‘ a.rfé not\ <
‘s—‘ well known Thcrefore,’ an unéerstandlng of th1s study w.111 }.:)e ev : ‘ -
o) b ‘
‘ orlg) War and a look at some “of the more oo
. and p&u‘bi'lslhed newspapers: u’1 the provmce. : :
ST e - In 1917 there were seven Alberta daxh\es‘bubllsh‘;ng. 1n T T
. the pro'vi:.ge;" These were the Edmgntén Bulletm the _Edmontpn Jou,z:—-" : A
§ L A OIS R
nal, the Calgary f‘\lbertan tho Calgary Herald the L’Lthbrxdge Hez;al 1, VD% A
§‘ . ' 'the Medxcme- ‘Ha,t Tlm'os and thch" ‘ ~1evlsg‘;i-'y;z{‘,.rn - - '\
‘ ‘ e e Ca’l/gary Canadlan and bhOi‘tly there;\texﬁdix ) u : ’

.

. T

- appo%r(d lrom the ranks of Alborta s da1ly newspapers Cof thes:ewth} i \‘




.

).

"Peérth ‘County, Ontario adopted his mother's maiden name when he went

N o - L a L s“ . -
- to'work-on ie Toronto Globe at the age of twelve. He camecWest in

lé?,ﬁ, working for the Manitoba Free Press before moyving to Ed(non— : '

~ton an"d starting the Bulletin in 1889. The Bulletin became a daily in'a:-‘: '

118‘82 and was a leading advocate of Libefal-‘policy( in western Canada

*a

during the wa-rpe‘riod. ‘()ll\}er‘S' po_lﬂfica% career began in 1883 when

»

'he was elected to the North West Territories Fbuncil)le was subse- .

Lo

Y

quently elected td- the Terrltorlal Legislative :Assembly and the Parlia--

ment of Canada. ,Ern.ergmg as a‘etaunch Laurler Liberal, he ser'ved as

‘l\/lin'ister of the -Inter{;'or din Laurier's cahinet fren'l 1905 tb,-l9ll‘ In the
1911 ‘pOlltlical Shlft’he moved into opposition thh Laurler and u,sed his
»

parllarnentary_and ed1tor1a1 skllle to donounte Robert Bo_rden and his

Conservative government. ~Although his paper remained a pro-

conecription daily throughout the war, Oliver'didvnot join the ranks of

fhe “‘Unienir;st“rno‘vement but‘ ran;s a Laurier Libera-l 1n the federal

electi'on of 1917. He was defeated by W. A Griesbach in a close race
r declde:"d'byjthe ‘mllltary vote.' After® ther electlon Ollver contlnued to

oppo's"e the Borden 'government and contested Edmonton West, his old

seat, in the 1921 electlon but lost out to the Progressxve candldatc

Hls-newspaper co'ntmued to flght the Liberal cause even a'fter hlS death

in 1933 untll it was eventually purchased by the Southam 1ntere st,s :

through the Edm onton\Journal

- Poli 'cs and papers mlxed well in Alberta and another

L~

- example of this _'u'ect affllxatlon is found in W. A Buchanan founder

and editor "'of the ‘Lethbrldge Herald. Buchanan ‘after a var.led carcer

~.

as a newspaperman in Ontario, moved to Lethbrxdge and establxshed
.

the Weekly Lethbrige Herald in 1905 The Herald became a daxly in

\

owii

3

L



- \1 . . . ’ ~ C_'\\

. ’11.907 and-reflected the polltlcs of its edltor and publxsher by supportlna |
- the- Li era! party After a brxef career as Allfrta s flrst prov1n\:/al
llbrarlan in- 1907 Buchanan concentrated on pubhshlng his newspaper
untll 1909 when he was clected -to the Alberta Leglslatu}e and,\appo nted
Mxn/s,t—er w1thout Portfollo in the. cabmet \of A C Rutherford. \hthln '

A fe o months he withdrew from the cablnet due to dlfferences over the

...\ I‘ .:—‘
rovernrs ent's rai_lway policy but retained his seat in the-provincial ‘/ .

lepi latar. until 1911 when he resignedbin’ order to ¢nter federal poli«=- &

. - ~
tic In th - federal election of that year he was elected to the House ¢
-~ .- L PO, | . - -
Lommo:s as a-Liberal member for Medicine Hat. . He and his paper
» .v,/'/ “.:r ; . 2
vo'vinued to support Laurier until the conscription crisis of 1917,

\

~#hoen *::-hanan joined the coalition moveﬂaent as a‘pro-convscr'iptionis;
Libe 11 and carried the Herald w lth hxm 1nto’ the: Unionist camp In

the conscnptlon election of 1917 he :uccesslull) ran as a Unxomst
. —J . /

"c'andidate. He announced his intention of runnino as a Libe|<1 candl--
date in tho. 1921 electxon but later w 1lhdre\\. from thg contest.
Buchanan. s Herald was’notthe only Liberal daily in the

province to slip into the Unionist fold. The Calgary Albertan and the

. . . . : 3 . :
Medicine Hat Times, which were traditionally strong Liberal papers,

7

‘became active supporters of the Unionist movement. The transier of .
v . L

the Albertam \vas not surprxslno as 1ts editor, W. > Dav 1dson a
e

\successful leeral candldate in the proxlncml electxon of June 1917',
l’ t . - . .o N .
had led an 1ntens;v-e campa’lgn Ior'coali'tion' government since the

beginning of 1917. -The other ‘\lbgrta leeral and pro- Laurler dally )

thc Calgary News - Telegram, later the Calgary Canadlan, remamed a

' leeral Journal but was of little consequence as it was ov ershadox\ ed.

by its Calgary contemporirms the Calgary Albcrtan and the Calgarv
. ' : viii

> = - “ ' ‘ L

- ) A ' ;“.

a2



. I;.Ier’ald. : . BT ' . ~> - j , .
’ 'Indeed, Calgary wa® the traditional base 'for thg Conserv- -

Y

atlve orlentated press in the province and the Calgary Herald P \)(:

L3

[ IR
-Southam paper by 1917 under the edltorshxp of A I;I W oods rotam*d

>
1ts position as the leading Conservatn{ dnily in the provmce The

Herald, established. in 1883 passed t ron.gh 5 serics of hands until

-J. H. Woods took overA as managlng director and editor in 1907. (/The'

A

John J. "Ydu_ng,,who in turn had bought out his partner, C. A, Magrath,

’ = ' ] ) ‘ . - . : ) . . \ .
> a Conservative of some prominence if the province and the ind’ividual T
" whom' W. A'. Buyi'a/narh later defeate

| in the federal clectlon of %l

. Woods arranged for the sale of the pa r&) the Herald Pubhshms
Company of Wh1ch the Southarn family oyimed 51 percent Henry Watson
26 percent and Woods 33’ percent W.a{tson was a banker friend of tho

Southarns .who helped to Ilnance Wood/s' share of ‘the. company Woods,

in attemptmg to maintain a moderate and shghtly mdepcndent edltorlal : 3
- S
pohcy, upset the Southams partlcularly when promlnent Calgary Con-

~

servatlves threatened to establlsh another paper which would give the

'

Conservatlve party greater support The Herald and Woods eventually. RN

>
moved toward a more

onser\/atzve attltude but not before. he had

) threatened tores' n and had pointed out to the Southams that hc had

! M ,~
succeeded in purchasmg control of the Edmonion Journal and thc Leth- &

. brldge News, the only other Conservatwi_]ourna{s of any standing in
B B

o In 1912 .the Southams boxght into the Journal and the i

__N_ey_s',_» The Lethbrldge News had been converted to a dally by Woods ' |

the provmce. j,"

" bu§ it failed to compete successfullyewnh Buchanan Herald and in July



&

- ) ' B

of 1913 it rcvertcd’ to a weekly and ceaseéd plQ)lrcatlon in Décember of
\

that_’yca,r. Lethbridge Conservatives approachcd the Southams to con-’

tmuo pubirca’tlon but were mformtd that if they wanted a&harlty, they

y

7
ould pay for 1t themselvgs Thxs left the Calgary Herald and the

Edmonton Journal, both controllcd by the Southams and J. H. Woods,
N

as the leading Alberta Conscrvative dalllﬁes during the},war‘-years. In

: 4 -
addltlon to the Southams :md J. H Wodds, other .prominent Albertans

v

Ta

held SCA.PL(S in the Edmonton Journal.: Two of the more notable ones
were W. A“,, Griesbach a}jd C. “A- Magrath. Woods and his pé,pers E

'sUpported‘Borddmand the Conser\'atives and conv crted to the Umomst

.-\

attitude only after it bec am( acce ptablc to the CODSLI‘\ ative party

gencrally J.. H Woods was selected to head a group of Canadian news -

S

papermen Who toured Great Br;tam a‘nd th( front in 1918 at the 1‘r‘1vi'ta,—

4 PR
\//

~

tion of the Br1t1sh government. ‘ o T Ce

All Alberta dalllCS, either through editofi‘-al pariisan-‘:

ey

Shlp or owncrshlp were involved in party pOlltlLS durmg thL .war per1od

and sutfered through the dlfflcu'ltws of thc period. oz/polltual reallcn—

[

“ment necessnated by the Iormatlon of the Um'on St part) basod upon 1ts £

=~ o '
oy -

pro conscr.xptlomst Views.,. The wcekly press, althoug h many were not

r's
~

actlvely mvolx ed in politics, did have some outstandms >>\amp1cs of o
Y

partxsanship as \voll 'I‘hc Camrose Canadxan toxkc\ample \va's-o\\"r\edL

] . - 1

‘ bié orge P, Smlth who was first Ol(‘Lted to thv Alborta I_.egxglature as

ra

~

Q
a lec al mcmbk:r in 1909 Followm the translcr ot the P g er,l‘
A. L. Sifton, to tedo a1~ pOllth 1n 191.7, Smith was appoi’nted.v-p‘rovin'c-;ié.l,

’ <.

-

: Secrctary, the only new cabinet mcmbor in-the Stpwart goxernmcnt ‘

Smlth re alned ownershlp of tho Canadian thr,oughg/\n/the. ,\var‘.peAriod,

bt‘lllnb it in 1922 Another Albertan of 1llote was the president of the

v . e .

z X o . ‘v ‘ .

-~

LY

\

’
Y



 had employees carry on thelr busme’ss until they returned

.. g
company which published the Olds Ga7ette, Duncan Marshall, a'former'

provincial cablnet m1n1s§$m—who wa\s x'eturr@ as a leeral candxdate i’

4 »
;

the prowncql electlon of 1917 . . , "' i

. The att1tudes oi some of the edltors of lrontler weeklle

toward the conscrlptlon Cl‘lSlS and the coalltlon movement were

" shaped by pel\senal e\perlences related to the)war A number of }heSe

editors had volunteered for mlhtary service soon after the war began

Some, llke John I\/Iackenme of the Strathmore and Bow Valley Standard

Ndackenzm

enllsted in the 89th Battallon in- 1915 went to FranCL in 1916 and was

\\

severely Wounded at Vlmv Rldge . Hunti‘ngford sold the Lloxd—

minster Revle\& in August of 1914 and upon h‘15 dlscharge from the army
‘ - ) x ’ , B
t and, managed thé Star until’ 1920 when he
iy

in 1916 located at Wa w'r

.purchased it. 'O'ther_s, *ike J.j'fﬁ: Caswell o‘f thefRed D'eer-News, had ~

all of their sons serv;ng ov erseas durn g the war. The atntudes of

N .
these people to the conscrlptlon lssue and ‘the ;oalltlon movcf’nent were

“ .1

shaped by their personal e‘cperlences as well as the usual pohtnc"al con-

. '?‘4/ . ’ “ o o ‘.
- . e 5 /
51derat10ns - _ .

- . - €

It is 1mp0551ble in the space of thls pref;lcé to examxne

theﬁbackground of all of 'the Weekhes and thelr publishers and éditors \\'

[ . A Cp -

However, the reader may ascertam the pOlltlcal viewpoints of the varl-w

ous Albcrta newspapers dlscussed in th1s study by consulting the table

z.

- in Appendlx ITI.

L ’
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. CHAPTERI
_/~. ~ INTRODUCTION

<

.
,Conscrlptlon onc¢ of thc controyer51al issues of Cana-

a

dian history, is usually dlscussed w1th1n the co:t( xt of E&llsh French
‘rclatlons in Canada— 1 W hile e)\tens’\e exammnatlon of the French-
Canadlan p051t10n has been undertaken, studles.‘,on the _sub’_jé'ct as they _~.
apply to Enghsh Canada have been somewhat llmited Investi'gati‘ons

in Engllsh Canada have tended to concgntrate on th( antl—French v 1st .

of Ontario, largely 1gnor1ng ‘this issue uw(%er parts of Canada

% I , The 1mportance aof consc r1ptlon’*s a wx]trlbutmn factor .

to the turmoxl of thc-;post WA “e,rxod b%"’ in federal and provincial- .

pol'iti’c s, is well recogmzed y Canadlan historians. _P-artlcularly_ in
P the Canadlan we st_ where>
C. . RN ’ ) . s . wo .,
governme'nt 'the'diSOnfranchiQement of aliens, fand the cancellation of
@ -

RN e)u:m,ptl,ons for Xarmt‘r:\gnjr—-xs \1(\wed as a ma_]or reason for the

\

on ‘cription‘wi*th_its atten’dant“\lissues~—'union
e’ . 5 .

3

.5'3/ ‘ total dxsxllu51onment w1th tht tradxuonal partw s among \hestern Fana- =

. dians followxng the war _ .
\ . ‘ - o : : A .
‘ S ' Senator Norman Lambert in a review oi Profess

~ e

W. L. I\(ortoh's Thc Progrcssnu: Party in Canada 1g51sted tha the

years Irom 1917 to 1923 were vital to the hxstory of: \\e:.tern Canada

s

"bccausc they marked an cra of active pOllllL%\“all against' national .

lConscrxphﬁ?s‘rﬁained a contentious issue for Cana-
dxans followmg World War IL. See J. L. /Granatstun " 'Strictly on'

.its Merits': The" Conscrx'btxon Issuc'm Caaqdda after 1945 M Queens
. Quarterlz LXXIX, No. 2, (Summer, 1972), 192- 206 '



‘agrarians, tariffs; was overwhelmed by ''the passion and hysteria of a .

.wartime election,

‘voted in the election of 1917. Manyqiistorijl(nidsee the faXmers"® lé}ck .

tion and\??he natlonah m Wthh was exhlblted by western Cana

‘i.n‘ 1921 would cei‘taix\r'xl'y sug_gest that this analys‘i‘s_ is correct.

4 ’ N ! -
. o Lo
£ . - . S

.

policies which had prevailed for n/‘eng/y»énd\

" an election which had conscription as its central
issue. 3 ' - - . '

It is, of course, possible to ascertain how westernérs

2

of success at t olls as a reflectlon of the excitement ov conscrip-

ians who
” o s

’ supportedethe Umon gdvernment They view the defectlon of t e Lib-

A\ .

‘ erals to the U‘.'o ist folg as déeftroying the L1bera1 jparty machlnery in

X

the West and the s@bsequent failure of the Umon government tb fulfill’ L%

f - -

-the expectatlons of the agrarian population as the prmc1pal reasons for
. G

. the loss of falth m/the tradxtxonal partxes Qmong westein Canadlans

The success of the U. F. A. ’in Albert‘a and the Progressi\ies, f'ederally - %
\ . . : - 4 . ' . ,

- . ) ’ ' L ‘,- v N '
If this is true, more attention to the d‘ivisive role of -

B

conscription ip’ western Canadian politixs is necessary. It was the con-

scrlptlon issue which spllt the . leeral party and resulted m the forma-

-tion of the pro—conscrxptlon Umonls party It was the faxlure of the

Umomst gove rnmenn to live up to its promxse of exemption from com-

pulsory service for farmers sons which helped to destroy further the
» : , I -

~ ‘ ' . N "

son Press, >1961), 106,

(T'oro‘nt'o\:',. Un1ver51ty of Toronto Press, '1967), p. 49. T

N

2C. Frank Steele, Pralrle Edltor (Toronto. The Ryer-~

~ ~ . Ie)

3w. L. ‘Morton, The Progresswe Party in Canada

. - T .- . )
. . . . . . - a
. * - . . . - . R
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- ‘ |
.faith of the agrarian population in the ,Union government. 4 i
. o

On the ba51s of those elected in the 1917 federal electlon

.
”

one must conclude that the West was solidly behmd the Unionist govern--

‘ment. However, if one looks ag the actual votes cast, the plcture /

R
chan;,es somewhat especially when the War-time Elections Act and
- )

\hc M]lltary Voters Actﬁare consxdered > ’ ’gﬁ

23]

Elections M the carly part of the twentleth centur\ as

P
‘
.t N

today, were: founht in part; through the mass’ “tnedia and rn 101 7 the, prin-

clpal medlum was the newspaper Th-e purpose of (hls thesis will be to

examine the press of one province, Afberta and to descrzbe the _r-eac-

r
!

tion of those papers to the c'onscription/‘lssu'e. . T

3 ' i I}

(W—'rt'h"tT.e excé;ptlon of one constltuencv Alberta returred

Unionist members in 1917. It was this prox ince that consxderablv

N

e‘xceeded the quota of men and money which had bee/set for 'nei'.‘b Yet.
in this province, as in others, the™$ Rng traditional parties were

.

<

Ndes’troyed by 'conscription an’d its attenda sues. We will be trac*ns .

the change in attitudes in the Albe ‘rta-press to“ard compulsorv m'l‘tarv

N

service as the.war progressed w

Since thc controversy over the \hhtarv Servlce Act
Aoccu*rred prlmar11y m 1917, the\selectloo of new spapers has been
largely limited to those pubhshmg in Alberta in that year. All oz

Alberta s da11y newspapers from 1917 w 111 bc examined in detail and

e .
. A
‘

o o

» 4Roger Graham Arthur Meighen, Vol T: The Door o.
-Opportunity (Toronto Clark, Irwin & Co. Ltd_ 1960), p. 193.

: See Appendi:f, I. _ .

Bulletin (Edmonton);  June 23, 1917, prT.
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" located and will be utilized in this pr'e‘k‘é"entation. .

L

R4
-

ninety—two of the weeklies then publishing in the province have been "

4

o

The prmCIpal dallles the Calgary 'AlBerlan, the Calgal'y B

k)

Herald, the Edrnonton Bulletln the Edmonton Journal, and the Leth-

i;"ridge Herald have bé;en exa'rnirlfed for the whole war peri‘_od and will . It

.

provide the bulk of the source material for this thesis. The unique
. : . /

3
P

" position of Frank Olivér's Edmonton Bulletin as the major 'pro-Laurier

dally in the prov1nce fOIIOW1ng the;pllt in the le( ral party over con-
cr1pt1on, makes this: paper a natural focal pomt for our consxderatlon
of the Alberta press and the conscrxptlon crisis durmg World War L.
' \\ ~ The shlft of other 1mportant leeral dallles notably the

Calgary Albertan and the Lethbrldge Herald fmm beeralxsm to- Umon—

ist will also be examlned The politically orxentated wee‘klles tended to

?follow the lead of the larg_e Liberal 'and Conservative dailies in the

".,prOvince although therei were a few exceptions Many weeklles dld not

~

offer opmlons on ‘c,pnscnptlon those that d1d so along with the pronn-

cial dally press, engaged in'a long and compl'lcated dlscussmn of the

-

grov1s1on of adequate relnforcements for the Canadxan armed forces

While it rnay seem relatlvely easy to isolate 'con-scrip.t'ion

in.one's mind, the: i'ssu,e was not that simple. The question was not
only whether there would bé compulsory'militai'y' service or not, but

‘wnether was it ne'cessaryA or desirable. Who should be called up flrst"

‘How should it be mtroduced" Should certain" classes be exempted"

' Wouldﬁareas valth poor recr'u1t1ng records be conscripted at the same

rate as other'areas? 'TheSe and similar questions were debated in the -

' Alberta press when the necessity of introducing a draft law was-

announced by Premier R. L. Borden. The debate over conscription °
1 . . . . . “ * ] :
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* ‘ resulted in the’ cfeation of a new party dedicated to the lmplementatzon '
' of t}ie Mi’li‘tary Se‘fvice Act The creation of the Umomst party and its. '
- electxon to power in 1917 was closeI); followed in the Alberta prdss.
' ,vSome of the methods;pused by the. govex‘nment to win that celection were

questloned in-the ‘press, partlcularly the measures related to the sol-

‘diers' vote, amdthe partial enfra,nchlsunent of women and the disen-

- . “ v ..

franchisement of llens Congcrlpuon and thc issucs surroundlng it
werc wxdely discussed and debatcd in the Albert‘a press, durlng 1917 and
. 1918 Papers consxder(_d the 1ssue 1mportant enough to change thelr

polltlcal alleglance in order to get on_ with the prosecutlon of- the war.

In order to understand these changos, it is necessary to strace the atti-

_tudes ‘of these papers durmo the voluntary years of the Canadlan\\ ar.

»efiort. Much of their early dxscussxon centered around the 10) alty of

_certain s4egments of the Canadxan population and general"support of the
N v&;ar effort in Canada W hlle some of thxs dlscussmn ~may at flrst

: y v »

appear unrelated, it is necessary to deve_lop_ these at»titudes_‘in order to

undefatand what hapyyncd to the_n‘cws'papers 01 Albert.a during L’tho?‘c'on-

"scription crisis. B .




- ish Emplre. The Canadlan cabmet reacted at once by 1ssu1ng an Order

_ . CHAPTER II

~ .|  CONSCRIPTION'NOT REQUIRED :

Durmg the summer’ of 1914 the%&\ﬁa press fOIIOWed
the news of the anttcl’pated war closely and reported that the Canadlan

Cabinet was d1scussmg preparatlons for war at a meetmg in Ottawa.
P

On the evening of August 4, 1914 followmg a brief suppcr recess, the |

ministers of the Canadian government were continuing their discussiOn-s

“of war preparations. Prime Minister Borden'later, recalled that the

meeting was interrupted at 8:55 p.m., when the "telegram arrwed

: _'announcmg that war’ had been declared nl Canada was at war. The

Brltlsh declaratlon left no dec151on to the constttuent parts of the BrlL— .
)

;

in Counc11 which summoned Parllament on the 18th of August 2 Parha—

ment met on that date and passed all of thejzﬁders in Counc11 1ssued by ‘

-

. :the government prior to the emergency session and ‘then proceeded to

-

“pass all of the measures Wthh the government proposed conc*ernmg thc

war. Both'in Parllamcnt and in the country as a whole the cause of
Great Brltam was v1eWed as Canada s own.
Indeed there is little questlon as to the initial reactxon of

7r

Canada and its peolple to”the war. Both French and’ English-Canadians

" were enthusiastic about participatlon m'the war. ~ This unanimity would. -

5

lH Borden, ed Robert Laird Borden His Memoirs

. {Toronto: Macmlllan Co. of Canada Ltd. 1938),. 11, 456.

ZIbld
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: p’llt along party and racxal lines but in 1914 there was ''no doubt

_‘f’.‘,{' AL A .{‘1‘{139“ o R . . ’ . ’{

1‘h é,ﬁf' dlan mmds that Britain's cause was just and thgt it was the duty

r*« o

& ""of tﬁe Dommlons to support the mother country with every mcans} at

their hands. w3 Thc Rowell-Sirois chort \&ould 1at(r conclude

» k

that: ’*“Ga L_k\ad never before seen such a demonstratlon of nat10na1

unity. "4 whil Ama sources? rcferredto pac1flst f‘Lelmgs ahd doubts

about the war among ccrtam;groups these oplmons were rarely

expressed openly and for "some time the solidarity of national senti- -

o

ment'”in support of the war effort "was the dominant feature of Cana- %

dian life."® . - Lo S T

The national press supported the war.

- across the country carried the news and early editorials. declarkd open

support for Britain. It has been suggested, however, that the reasons

for their support yaried. B o ‘ T ¢

Th Conscr\atlve press, as a whole supported f
immediate aid to the Empire, urged the ‘outstanding
loyalty of Canada to British institutions and Imperial *
connection, empha51zed the many reasonsior helping
Great Britain in this hour of trial, dealt with the
possible dangers which menaced the United Kingdom

- itself 'and Canada as an integral part of the Empire.
The Liberal press led by the Toronto Globe, clearly
enunciated the doctrine that when Britain wasat war .

- then Canada was at war ard then passed to the basic ..
pomt that the struggle in - ope was one of aBocracy"

.

=

: 3E H\Armstrong, The Crisis of Quebec,. 1914 18 .
ANGW York: Columbia University Press, 193 :)‘ P 56

| 4Donald V. Smiley, ed The ROWell Sirois Report
f Mchelland and Stewart Ltd 19679 p. 110.

' DJ Castell Hopkms, The Canadxan Annual eview:‘ 1914
< "“4{Toronto: The Annual Review Publishing Co. Ltd., 1915), \Ep. 138-42.
(H¥reinafter referred to as C.A.R., 1914, ectc.) ' NS

e . lbsmiley_, p;jl.lO.‘ ’ . R -
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against liberty, of the iron ideals of militarism against T
the democratic ideals, of universal peace and to the
fact that Canada's place was beside a'le champions of
freedom. . ' .
é ‘) - . ' '.< 'Q - . ‘ .
The difference between the views of the Conservative

-~

a d;.th‘e Liberal press was only.in emphasis ’b‘ut the 4distinction was
imlortant The Conservatlve press declared that Canada was flghtlng
first tor the Emplre and then ior “Brltlsh 1deals of peace and prmcx-
ples 03 llber‘y "8 The Liberal- press on the other lland descrlbed

Canada as nghtmg for the llbertles and peace of the world and, ‘inci-
N ’L,\\ '

dentally, for the Brltxsh Emplre of whlch the Domlmon was a part. w9

L The Engllsh language press, leéd by the Toronto papers, declared that -

LI : “ -

it was Canada's duty to fi0ht.‘ The Globe, the Star, and the World

‘

urged support of the war. 10 The French language pYBess with thel ,\ \

exceptlon of Le Devo1r, lrnmedlately ex{‘pressed similar opinions as to.
the cause of the allies and vt‘he nece'ssity of ‘Canada coming to the aid of'
tne movther counfry in t'lnis emerc;erxc'y.vlal f" M‘ost relfle’c'ted the following

comment of La Patrxe which halled the Spll‘lt of the Entente Cordlaleqn

‘ Canada by declarxng, "There are no longer French Canadlans and Eng-

lish Canadxans Only one race now exists, umted by ‘the closest bonds

- \*

 ina R:ommon cause. "12 Irutlally Le Devgir had been somewhat amblg-

L

‘uous in its reaction; however, Bourassa clarxfled the nationalist posi-

e

tion in an editorial on August 29 when he declared' that, "without a - T

‘C.AR., 1914, p. 138, °Ibid., p. 139, Ibid,
- Ibid. 1 lArmstx'ong,'-p‘. 56.

l.ZPatrie,fAugust 5, 1917, quoted in Armstrong, p. 68.
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' 51m11ar nﬂotlon 18 The Herald reported the action of the -\‘berta le-

doubt, it is natural for hny’ Canadian to wish ardently for the triumph
. s . .

.‘ of the Anglo-French arms."13 Even Bbu'rassa wholenéantedly

endorsed Britain's entry into the war on the side of the allies. 14

w L C - ' - -
The enthusiasm of the national press was reflected and,

éuppo;téd in the pages of the provincial napers- " In Alberta the Cal-

.garx Herald announced that, '""Canadians stand as one man in their sup‘—‘

port of the war. ','15 While noting the éxcitcrnent in Calgaty, _thc:

Edmonton Bulletm commented on the&)atrxotxc ier\.or in \\estern

Canada and declared that the announcement of the war had result(d in

~ the ' \wldest night in Edmonton S hlstory 16

“When the war brokc oui a prox xncxax Liberal conven-

thon was meeting in Calgary. The 500 de legates present dec1d¢.d that

pﬁrtis_an politics should be abandoned in thc face of the crisis. A

_motion by Dr. Micnael Clark declared thnt\:
» ,_ N »} N

. In the preSence ‘of the c\traordmary crisis
ffacxng the Empire all matters of party controversy
. be temporarily suspended and that we plchL our -
" selves to support the Flag of the Empire with the
whole moral and matcrlal resources of Canada

The Calgary Conservativc organ did not quostion the'

actions of the -Libe-ral c'o.n\'.éntion although it dxd anuxr\ why the B. C.

Libéra-ls \vho ‘were also in convention, :ound it necessary to pass a

' eraLs{’and declared that the Herald would suppor,t the govérnmgnt of A\

3pevoir, August 29, 1917, qnoted in .-\rrﬁstrbng, p. 77.
.I4Ibid' 15Ho:‘rald, Augustb 191-1 p- 6.
16Bulletm, August 5, 1914 p- 2:

“C.A.R., 1914, p. 659. 18 1big.

ir ‘ . )
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“nor to its Liberal contemporaries.

Calgary Herald had earlier cont

bill by the Senate was '"solely re.ep

- ,_ o o . o

- Alberta until peace was restored. !? This declaration of support for

’

the p ovincial Liberal government did not ‘extend to national politics’
LA ' N ‘

~

While pohtxcal an1m031ty was recedmg, at.least momen-

tar1ly, among the Alberta press the Calgary Herald contmucd to place

the blame for the’ mad acies of Canada's naval pohcy on the,k(ilurc

‘of the L1bera1 Senate to approve of Borden s naval pollcy 20 The

‘ Borden governrnent had attempted to make a dlrect contrxbutxon to the

, Br1tlsh navy by prov1d1ng the Impcrxal go»crnment w 1th funds for the

constructlon of three dreadnoughts - The legislation passed t.hL House

- of Commons _but was defeated in the le'er;ri\d'ominated Senate. The

ded that the defeat of Borden's naval .

PR . . .
ible for the degradation of Canada
in the eyes of the whole wo‘rld nel

The Bulletin suggested that the responsxblhty for the

’1nadequate Canadlan naval preparatlons lay thh the Borc = go'vernment

and its fallmre to adopt Laurler s na\al policy Whlch had ad\ocated the

constructlon of a Canadlan squadron of cruisers.s
The emergency has really. occurred and what-~

ever else it may or may not have shown it has forced

the Borden Government to admit that the proposal to

construct squadrons of cruisers;, torpedo boats and

.. submarines for the defence.of the Canadian coasts was
based on a correct conception of what would be_Canada's
foremost need and duty in the circumstances.

:The Bulletin constantly Vr'efev'rrved to the naval fov\rces of

19Herald, August 6, 1914, p. 1.
201pia. , August 1, 1914, p. 6. 2l1piq,

22Bulletm (Edmonton) August? 1914 P- 4

&
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Australia and New Zealand which were pricsent in the Pacific while -

pointing out‘\that Canada had no cquivalent force there 23 :
R P

: , )\\ }IL]L ‘most Canadlan délly newspapers reacted to the
1

war initially by curbmg thLlr criticism o;’ thc ;,overnment 1n;the inter-

the Edmonton Bullctln was.

among the national dailies Wthh remalnLd strongly opposed to the-

ests of national unity and the war effort,

federal government and certdmly remamed the most vf,hemerﬁt oppo-
nent of the federal government among the Alberta leeral dal‘lle

1 B .
‘ "Al-though it supported the war offort the Bulletm as leader of the be—
—_— \

I
|
rnment’ s war

. .
,‘"pr( paratlo; e . '

il papers in the’ provmgo often questloned the goveé

V" P

‘ ier Borden says Canada was prepare

war, the deputy heads of departments having prep red
a "war book'. In common fairness he should ha\e
added. that the naval de partment also prepared a_v
\aluable brochure on "Flsh and ho“ to.cook it". ¢

. . | )
Thc rem amder of the ‘\lberta ,press also supported the X

1
an Edmonton new spaper pub-

\ . .
lished by W, Krankcnha zan and H. Becker w huh m ai ' \\

war with the ekceptlon of Der Herold,

ainta med a prp—
\

German stand until 1t ceascd publu ation. 25 The Edmonton Tournal

and the Calgary Herald protested the stand taken b) Der Herol( 1nd

provoked the Edmonton Bullctin into a dclenue of. the local German

o populatlon 26 The Bulletm aL(uSed the Calgary Hcrald of playing po@-

iti¢s and e\urusmg, '‘a spirit of vengeance against local Germans. 27

< -

o 23Ibid., Scptember 14, 1914, b. 4. February 4, 1916, |’
p. 4, - T AT ‘ ~'
C ) ,-,-. 24 ) ' . i .
/ bed Degenlber 22 1914, p. 4. . ]
| Z_S_Qé R., 1914, p. 702, “®Ibid., p. 66340 ¢

. : ' : ‘ ']'
. ,Ibid.,_p. 664. o L :
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I 12

.f‘

_J The matter was dlscussed on the floor of the prowncxal house by ut 'ah

»\Qh;“ :
formal motion. "for the suppressmn of the newspaper known as "The

" 'Alberta Herald" and for "'the prosecutlon of those gullty of the crime |
o - : .
of treason or sedition in connectlon with the publlcatlon thereof was T
Al ’

defeated by a party vote. 28 Premxer Sifton and the Liberal gdverhrneht

tool\ the pos1t10n that.it was the responsxbxhty of the: ”Federal Goxern— . TN

o
ment and the \/leltla Department' to deal with such cases.29
: : » The dlscussujn surrounding Alberta's alien population y
) . ’ @ LT : . - : N o .-
- " provided interesting editorial rvaterial for the duration of the war. ' '

. . . ) ) } B
According to the 1911 census there were 36,852 Germans and 26, 427 .-

Austro-H_unbgarlans in the province out of a total poptilation'of

3.7/4,‘663. 30 .The press, as wel_l:as the population generally, did not
launch any immediate atta‘gk.upon _the_ people of enemy origi'n in Canada

"yva‘t the start of the war. 31 Statements in the press tended to be rational
. 3 !
‘in their approach. The Calgary Heraid. ”admxtted that our -\ustrlan
AN :
-and German fellow cltlzens are Iaw abldmg and peaceably dxsposed"

%

and_asked "how we could-_]ustlfy har sh treatment. of them with "'ac'cepted N

Bri-t,ish practice the world over'. 32 Nevertheless the Herald soon

o eversed its pos1t10n and applauded the dlsmlssal of city employees of -

&

enemy orlgln

It is absurd that the city should becyotmg funds
and the citizens subscribing to support the families of
out of work Britishers while these foreigners wex} in

steady employment by the city; under conditions devel-
: _ oped by the war such a.state of affairs is intolerable. N
. N ; . N o :
) ZBIbid 29Ib1d : 3OIb1d . P 663 | | A
31 32 Toust | 4 o
v - Ibld , pp 276- 76. Herald, August 6, 191%, p- 6.
/’”“”’—“ RO o 33Ib1d. , Augu‘st 28, 191'4, p- 6. Ve



“of Wthh came from the Brxtlsh war offlces the Canadlan population
. Koo

ployers, - .

_'ful and law- ab1dmg c1txzenb "37 Othcr O

o : “
With the increased publication of war prapaganda most w
)

]

'bcgan to react to the ' enemy aliens" in their midst. Efrf'ployrhent

L

became cxtrcmcly dxfflcult for these pcople to obtain and dlsmlssals on

. ‘\\\ .

the basm of their orlgm became frequcnt ‘I‘hc question of the 1nd1v1d-
[ \/\

ual's loyalty tp (;ganada and to Bntam was oftén dlsregarded fI'heUem—

ployment of enemy aliens while people of Bri'tish-des‘cent were out of

work was a constant source of public criticism and trouble for em-

,

-
At the outbreak of the war 1t had been found MNecessary
. I.‘ . v , y

to prévent hundreds of erman Austrlan reservists from returmng to

fight fortthe cnemy 34 The Ithstcr of I\.’Il]ltla was authorlzed to take

‘

Mmeasures to prevent thesec offlcers and reservists from Iea\ ing Canada

e et

| and procecdlng vxa the United: States to Germany and " Axustrla Hungary 35

N

On August 18, 1914, the actmg Ml{llsf’“!‘ of the Int( rior, Honourable'

R - . v

» -

C. J. Doherty, 'ga've notice of .a 'bil'_lr to amchd’th{-'.immibration act-to-the
Ay - ¢ T
r -7 I
effec; that lmmlgrants who were c1t1'ﬁens 01 countrles whd‘ were at war
with Brxt&m would not be accepted in Canada, 36 B o .
v ' A . T T \
chgz rtheless enemy allcns had been promlsed that so

Il

N

long as thev quwtly pursued thelr or Nary occupa"tlons t;uey,would not

be dlsturbed and would be ' aIIOWed to’ conti

/

ue to‘t‘i},ioyf{tyhc‘:_pfciectiqn
of the Iaw and be accorded thc respect and)" r'rsidex;at‘io.r‘x due t(; f)cace-
”.i'ris' in,Council forbade ,
'3‘49.5_.5._,;1;4, p. 277 Sslbid.’ SR ¢

36Bu11enn(1;dmomon) Augustl9 1914, p.-1

P

37c.A.R., 1914, p. 282,

. - . . " : . ’
a : . [

l .‘a}\:



aliéns to possess ammunition, explosives or firearms; suspended

patents held' by ‘enemy .subjects; and required alie'ns'to regi_ster. 3_8

- < . L P &
The regulation as to registration of alien enemiecs'was issued on
. . . . . - .' . N

Ocotober 28 Under the direction of'_Major-General Sir W. D Otter |

. ‘int'e.i-nmen.t‘ camps \x'e;-e' e§tabiished; s_e_veral of ’these \ye re llo‘cated\"in k
the pra'irlée provinc'es. 39 ..In' the"co'urse' of‘the. war‘, ‘8,579 mkal.e‘pris—_
oners were interned'alon§ with 81 | oI en ‘anc’ 156 childr‘en who ;yolu_n.h'

tarily accompanxed them .- 40

. e | ; . -
o The natlonal press supportt d the government s actlons . 5 .

..

with respect to enemy ali’ens andg in 'many cases-pressed for stronger
-r,egul‘ati N The lnformal restrlctlons w1th regard to employment ‘
}Mere often supplemented by iormal restrictions at the local level

For example ln Edmonton, allen enemy property owgders Were debarred

1 -

from voting in mun1c1pal eledtxons in November of 1914 41

; The —’\lberta press was very sen51t1ve/{o the allen ques-» s
tion. The'la‘rge-number of ahens in the northern part of the provurce
4 ;

was oiten p01nted to as a@xsloyal group by papers both in the- southern -

"Part of the prov ince and other parts of Canada ThlS gs'sue was of

' some concern to Frank Ohver M P.- and publlsher of the Edmonton
Bulletln since a 51gmf1cant part o: ire populatxon in -hlS consh-tuancy -
o _were of enemy alien Ol‘lgln and har .ended to support the leeral party e

However the Bulletln s symaathy for the enemy. ahen populatlon dld

O8ppis. 39Ib1d- . P 276

IR 40Joseph A Bourdreau “"Western Canada s 'Enemy
Aliens' in World War One " Alberta Hxstorlcal Rev1ew X1, No. I,
(Winter, 1964), R

4'lBu'l'letin (‘Edmonton), 'Noyembe-r' 20, ‘1-914‘, p 4.

LA : : . P . .
. . ) \
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7 h
not cxtend too far. The Bulletin noted that somc of t aliens who had

“been 1nterned were receiving tWenty flve cents pertday for clearlng
=

ground for an (:)tperlmental farm and commented that "there are a good

ma_ny 'Canadl_an citi- ‘ns whose chances of a living would be better if.

-

_thcy were a.lien eremies. "2 The gulletln was always quick to p01nt

3

out that Alberta w s a loyal province and was- domg her share uﬁ/lthe

U

war ef_fort.

‘The province with the largest proportion of
 foreign borm’ people in its popylation is the .province
‘that sent the most soldiers to England in proportion
to population. There 1s food here for reflection on
.~ the part of some who have represg nted the large '
-  foreign born c1tlzensh1£> as dlscountlng Alberta's o
loyalty to thc ‘Empire. 3 : : » R T

- The reporting of enemy hostile acts which A.lbertagf'sJ::
. found particularly distastefuyl often resulted in actions being taken
against the 'loc\al alien population. For examv'ple follo“ ing the’ 51nk1ng

of th'e Lusitania, sixty-five employees of a Calgary leather company

lssued an ultlmatum to their m nagement to dlscharoe all German or-

2
. T l‘?
7;' - Aus Yian cmplOVees by Satur(liay, l\lav 16 44 The. Edrnonton Bulletln
commcnted thal the dxsmlssal of encmy aluns ‘was ''in every way té be

re grctted though qulte understandable w5

’ The Bulletxn prxor to the burnmg 01 the. federal parlxa—
ment buildlngs had only mlldly supported the mternment of enemy

aliens. Hq\veve r, on February‘lO,‘ a Bullctxn edxt_orlal suggcsted that -

.

o . - *15ia., January 29, 1915, p. 1.
.‘,,‘ . - ) . . .»" . N c) . ' ] . ‘
R o ‘43lbid; s Octo‘ber' 27, 1951'5,’:.?7 = A

HMIbid., May 15, 1915, p. 4.
*SIbid., May 15, 1915, p. 4.

]
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since the House of Commons was probably destroyed by."an incendiary ~
v . \

in the pay of Berhn " the questlon of inter 1ng reSIdents of enemy
‘,dlien races would have to be fonsxdereg (g

. It is of course a hardship to honorable and
peaceable people to be deprived of their.liberties
because of crimes commltted by members of their
race. But this is a time of war and a time when there

. ~ is’ being waged against Canada a. sort'of warfare that
F : makes the extremist ptecautlon the only course con-
' sistent with common sénse. The blame for their loss
of liberty will not lie with the Canadlan parliament ar.-
_people but \v1th those tho have directed against Canada
and its allies a campalgn of criminal. outrage that
~demands every p0551ble precautton on our part.

In the second week of February, 1916 there was a 51g-

)‘ S
nificant amount of unrest in Alberta over the alien 'g,uestmﬂn —The

~—"’/,’/——

Bulletin \reported ‘the” v*recklngmlgary restaurants by soldiers wﬁo

1

suspected that the restaurants were employlng allen labour 48 In oy
\ ‘ Edmonton armed guards were called out on February 11 to protect the
(‘ J

4Macdona1d Hotel Wthh employed alxens and thc ofﬁces of the Bulletln
3 ~

wh1ch alleoedly had referred to the men of the SISt \SQrd and 66th B

' battalions in derogatory terms 49 On the sameé day the Bulletin

| reported the destruct!on of the vaers1de Hotel in Calgary by a mob

-

who had been wrongly convmced that the hotel was ‘owned by a Gcrman‘50

“ On February 16 the Bulletln pomted out that British' residents in Ger— v

many were 1nterned at the start of the war and aske fif we should not

do the same to the Germans in Canada 51 Two days later the Bulletm

f «

. _ N
461pid. , Februliry 10, 1916, p. 4. 47Ibid.
481pid. , February 11, 1916,p. 1. . |

‘. ““Ibid., February 12, 1916, p. 1. OIbid.

. 5)bid., February 16, 1916, p. 4.



_"'be released to aid in agncults{ral operathons 53

- : . S . . ¢ L N A
¥ . . . . B . A ) _,.‘/ 17 .

dlSCU.SSed the 1nd1 scriminate_firing of" people of alien descent and advo—
“cated their interning f(or their own protectlon 52 - It argued that they

would then be provided for and not simply left unemployed in the com- ’
munities without any means of sustaining themselves.-\sa' ,

of enemy aliens-

X

By April agltatxon for the lnternment
had 'subsided. The Bulletm was qulck to’ pomt out that Camrose, an-

area in whlch "80% of the populatxon is of for;ugn bxrth had set a

ki N
“_ & .

record for contrlbutlons to the Patrlotxc Fund 54 The countr) was now

—

_-feelmg the draxn of manpower to the war exfort and on -\pr 5 the

e

-

B"ulletm reported that latge numMers ot those in’ detentxon camps v.ould

At the end of L\Iay ‘

the Bulletin report d the releake of other aliers td work in the .mines

v

of Alberta, British 'Columbia and Nova Scotia.>® Indeed by September

‘the manpower situation was such that the Bulletin noted the government -
‘was considering the temporary suspension of the Alien Labour Act-in -

T N ‘, . i : Q&J’_YP'. L .v ) —."
order to provide labour for munitiong factories. o'

There was little

change;. however, in the government's attitude towards aliens. An

. Order in Coo'ncivl published in October of 1916 req’uired'that éll. enemy

aliens with '"no permancnt place of residence or. abode in Canada™
report to the nearest police offii:"er. 58 'In"an editorial on the new regu-

Iat\“on thc Bulletin omtcd out that the war had been going on ior two.
P g g

{/’ "~ 5%Ibid., February 18, 1916, p. 4. 3bid. Otwpid.

Vﬁxbia.,'xﬁ‘rju 5, 1916, p. 1.
565 ., - o
“~Ibid., May 30, 1916, p. 5.
>"Ibid., September 21, 1916, p. I

*Ibid., October 4, 1916, p. 9.
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' German vote.

A.agalnst the. trade pohcy for which that Government stands "64 The

18
'

years and commented that, "In time of national emergency there was
nothing like promptitude. n59 . .

The question of the 'r.ight of enemy aliens to the fran-
chl.se was the ba51s of many an ed1tor1al in the press In early 1917
the Bulletin agaln' found 1t'nece_s_sary to take excep}ion to "certain Con-
servative papers;o‘\f.’the city of Toronto such as the News, Telegram

and Orange Sentinal" and their comments with respect to the Liberal

- 3

. - R
o overnments of the. .rairie rovinces. 60 These papers rnaintained
g P | pap

\\
- .according to the Bulletln that these goxernrnents derl\ed "thelr sup-.

port at the polls upon what these papers .are pleased to call \the Austro—

"61 There was also "'the very defigite suggestn‘m" \ :

— \

Astated the Bulletln "that the dlsloyalty bf these leeral goverh\ments

is What secured for them the support of the dxsloyal Austro-‘ \

Germans 162 The Bulletin rephed noting- that there had been ld'\tle
\

‘real dlsturbances in the West but. that this was " not so ln the loyal

"_provmce of Ontarlo and in const1tuenc1es represented by Conser\.atlve ,

b

members of parhament ie. Waterloo Ontarlo "63 S “‘”\, .
. . . * \\ . v
On Apr1l 30 the Bulletln adml\tted that it was '\gﬁtlrely L

\

SAE

_ p0551b1e" that people of Austro- German descent would vote agamst t’?

’ Borden Government "as numb(»rs of them in days gone by have voted\

g

.Bulletm then’ suggested that if "an 1ntent10n to vote’ agamst the Borden

g 'Gover_nment" was the crlterlon for disfranchising people then 'the . -

Esqu"imaux and the Indians woul_d be the only classes in Canada eiigibi‘e :

|

R~

*291bid. . ®Ombid.,) January 8, 1917, p. 9. ®lmid.

%2bid.  ©3Ibid. - ®4bid., April 30, 1917, p. 7.
E2Y P
AN



\

to vote in th(. next Domlnlon election. n65 The Bullct1n flnally seemed

'talned throughout the war. 67

- exasperated by the charges against Alberta:

ARtN

-necessary to ransack Alberta fog recruits to fill up

. \ )

If some Ontario, papers (\gd worked as hard to
inspire the youth of that provinde with the spirit of
patriotism as they are now worlg‘)mg to inspire the

ould not have been

-voters of that province with the\gxdea that Alberta is

peopled by traitorous aliens it
A

the ranks'of_ Ontario battalions.

The”Alberta pre ss was quick to place 'Alber.ta's x\ecord 4

of achle»ements in enlkstments before the people of the provmce and

to point out. the 1nadequac1es in the records of the eastern provmces

\

t

Quebec was not 1mmed1ately singled out for criticism but rtactlon to

Bourassa's ' position-as reported in Engllsh Canada led the press in

Alberta to notlce the Quebec SItuatlon The Edmonton Bulletm renewed v

\

- its antx Bourassa stand in Jan ary. of 1915 a pos1tlon \xhlch it mam—

On January 18, the Bulletm reacted to Bourassa s

- _speech in Montreal on ‘the flfteenth of- that month by declarlng that under

e xxstlng circumstdnces 1aas not rlght that "a Canadian Ieader of pub-

licéopinion should be allowed to incite people a‘g'ainst active support of

the war. "_68 The Bulletin inquired about thé government's inaction in

the matter.

\

LS

Can it be th@‘t Sir Robert Borden refuses to’ ‘.n )
lock up Henri Bou: wssa on a charge of treasonable

- language preferred .by the Toronto News because con-

sistancy would demand that he _lock himself in the
adjommg cell on a charge of t;\easonable conduct in

~ v N ) . . .. 4- ) g

2% 68

. _,6451bid.'_ “Ibid.,» May_s», 1917, p. 9.
67 . L '
vbed. . January 16 1915, p. 1.

Ibld,, January 18, 1915, p- _6.‘

&
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smothering the patriotic irnpulse of the rz)atlon under
the wet blanket of political controversy.. /t/ :

The Bulletin insisted that Bourassa's activities be cur-
tailed. As to the recru1t1ng 51tuat10n in French Canada, .the Bulletin
found fault Wlth the government In Aprll of 1915 the Bulletm stated:

, The government's campaxgn hterature maker
represents the French-Canadians as so. wantmg in &
patriotism that a platform camgpaign is needed to coax
‘them to enlist.. Sir Wilfrid Laurier's reply is the
declaration of the officials that French-Canadians

-have volunteered in large@ anbers than the govern-
ment Would allow to enlist. :

The demand for men, and consequently the accusations
that French-Canada was not doing her bit had not. yet mten51f1ed In

February of 1916 the Bulletm found it necessary to pomt out that in
' Alberta 600 of the 15 000 of Fren:h desCent north of the Red Dcer

River had enhsted 7 'l‘he Bulletm remamed cr1t1eal of the G0vern-‘ '

ment's tolerance.of'the Natlonallsts«ln' Quebec. A
In- Germany the preachmg of sedition is
- punished and in Canada it is rewarded in the case of
- those claiming: themselves nationalists . . .. ‘Louis
« Riel's mistake was in not proclalmmg himself a
 nationalist before he started to %reach sedition in . _
Canada th1rty years ago. 7 — I N s rﬁ

The Conservatlve orlented/press in Alberta was not

'pleased with’ the s1tuatlon in Quebec ;The Calgary ‘Herald descrtbed

. Bourassa as'a:"noxious 'weed.""73“ 'I.‘he". Herald suggested that ""to get'

P
.

'*691.bid. January 19, 1915‘, P 6.
Ombid., Apr1llO 1915 P 4.
-71.Ibid. , February 14, 1916 P ’4.. '
T2

- CIbid. , August.Z 1916 p 7

'.73Hera1d October 24, 1914. p. 6.
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to the secret of French-Canadian disinclination to fight the battles of -

R

Empire overseas' it was necessary to go:

back in history to a certain occasion when Quebec
. province was soligly Liberal and Laurier, and whén
the premier of Canada gave such a splendid exhibition
of how not to do things on the occasion of the Boer War,
and Canada's participation therein. It was not the fault
of the people of Canada that Canadian soldiers were not,
the first to volunteer for active service-at that time.

The old racial issue was often i)rougﬁ.t into any discus-
sio_n‘of the contribution and enthusiasm of Qu'ebc‘c'.p.r_ov'incé‘fo'r the war.
It was the bilingl_ial is‘sue' which.-sourf;d the attituae of _bot'h'Englifsh‘ and:

. F‘i'-cx_lchv ’Cénada to the -pbint “-hgr.gé'rea'son' gaQe way to a ”.bi:t;ter dial}ogue'
" of an u‘nreésdning‘ ac#using,.‘aﬁd .irrvecc;n'C,i'l_eabie nature.l"?sv 'It was |

the bilingual issue,. clearly manifest in the Ontario schools controver sy,

- - which foreshadowed the much more serious.division on the issue of

~conscription.v7‘° / —
A

\Iot only did the controv erSy over the b111ngual schools

of Ontario increase the bad feelf#gs between the races but it also :

served o turn Fre nch Canadlans away {rom regardmg the \V'lr as the

primary issue. 77 The French Canadlan prcss in 1916 gavo almost as

mu.ch s‘pace.to the_blllngual issue as. it dld ,to the war news. 78 Some -

>

Quebec papers, such as La Presse and La Patrie, appealed for reason

.

741bid : Novembcr 16, 1914, p. 6

o Mason \r\ade, The Frcnch Canadxans 1760-1945
({Toronto: The Macmxllan Co . l§55) 11, 694

-/ : 765mxlgy, pp. 114-15; also see Margaret Prang, "Cler—
ics, Politicals, and the Bllmgual Schools Issue in Ontario, 1910-1917,¢'
Canadian Hxstor:cal Review, XLI, No. 4, (December, 1960), 307.

77 7

Armstrong, Cris»is’in'Quebec, p- 153.
A T

\ o ' -
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and tried to find some accbn}gﬁpdation between the two positions. 79

Other papers like Le Devoir were partisan and uncompromising in
—_—— o . ¢ ol

their nationalist viewpoints. on' the bilingual que'stion. 80
. The press in Alberta reacted negatively to the situz{tion'

~ in Quebec and demanded that Quebec do her share. It was not "a time

[

.to be making concessions\'tov‘Quebec,»“.statéd the Calgary Heréld, but. -

/o
P

prox)"é_heg right to be classea with her,

rather a time for Quebec to "

loyal sister prownces in their unlted support for the war cause. 81

]

The 'Bulletin admitted the seriousnéss, of thé situation in
'Qqebeé But suggésﬁec} that irt_IWa‘s the gow'erﬁmeht"s;vrecruitmebn.t polic_ie..s
whicﬁ were at fau_lf. It 't_‘jéﬁié_‘c_t_ed_tﬁe sp:_eciﬁ’c char'ges which‘.wF re beir{g
made in.Canadian Parlfam%-nt, in particular the refusal of the offered

servlces of General Lescard and of the’ postmg to Bermuda of Olavar

Pl

. Asselm, ‘a Frencn Canadxan natxonahst, .and the battallon he raxsed for
: . r . . - . . . . . . ;Q‘
overseas s_'érvi_ce 82 \ IR S _
, SL IS : _
. Strange LS it, fhat reci'mfmg ig not satxsfactory L
- " in the province of Qu;gbec--*while M BO\urassa is .
. allowed to terrorize French’ éagad;aﬂ of{%ers by brlng-‘ '

"ing dxsappomtment and hum&hatx'oﬁ‘&; g;& e who offer,

g\

rﬁ ‘I-:Iiughes to -

resxgn on November 18:» 1916 mamly for hi : ] !7‘3 .Work ‘with the
. 3"« _l_A w{. . TIR A ‘, 5

403) ‘Qa’nagian RN

strong -willed mestqr of Mﬂ,‘ltla had beég
,';,.;.] ' . ‘,‘“,,\g, g
“time. Certamly his employmemtaofa poor recru1t1

’, i
T

"0

Y ."'
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and hlS own ant1 French v1eWs had done lxttle to encour%ge recrlhtxng
in that province. 84 The Alberta press had expresse%gfs displeasure

at the actions of "Sir Sam" early in the war. 85 Eve. ‘the Calgary Her-

il
ald, Wthh once descrlbed Hughes as "a minister 'militia who knew

T
o
n86 returned to 1ts orxgmal v1e“;th§&dﬁanada was better

87 ol

his busme‘s-s

_off W1thout Sir Sam Hughes

"

battlefield soon if he 'isn't careful if forn ‘v

The Quebec situation was paralleled by the. failure of

recrultmg generally in the Jatter part of 1916 :\monc the @usulg
3 :

demands of some sectlons of the populanon w hlch 1ncluded grieater
e1f1c1ency in goverriment’, zin end to'proiitéering and eQual contribu-
‘tions from Quebeg, arose a derrland for eonscrlpuon of men and \\,ealth. :
Advocates of compulsory service often referred to the proposed adop-
tion of conscnptxon in Great Britain as p‘root of the necessuy 01 such -
actxon - o RN - ©

The advoc-ates of eonscription \i;ere in disegreemen-t'

‘-'among themselves as to the type ox compulsorv serv ice des;red
§

i

largc and mfluentlal sectlon ot the populatlon deaxred a scheme of.
\ .
registration of the nation’ s manpower and resources so that t‘-hc_y-might
R . ) B . . LYo . f

8ic/a.R., 1916, p. 250. . -

85For a defence of. Slr Sam Hughes see Charles F. Wi m-

_ter, The Hon. Sir Sam Hughes (Toronto- \lacmlllan Company of
Canada Ltd 1931) . .

,‘;’.Herald, August 20, 1914, p. 6._
87, .. - |
—Imd.., August 12, 1914, P- 6.

*¥Ibid., November 18, 1914, p. 6.

e

N

o



24
3
\

be most effectively employcd in the W/r‘ effort. Othcrs advocdted con-
scrlptlon directly--a levy on the men of the country or by ' proclalm- :

1ng the M111t1a Act and callmg out all men of military age w1th the first

.

,summons-to young and unmarried men between 18 and 30, until the .
500, 000 pledge to the Ernplre was reallzed "89 Canada s authorized

overseas force had been 250, 000 until the end of 1915 In his New

-~

Year's slpeech dehvered.on December 31 of that year, Borden had
declared that,'_"From tomorrow, the first of the New Year our. author-
ized force will be 500, 000. 99

o " The response to B,orden'»s appeal had been splendid in‘:

the first three months of 1916. Recrultmg slowed. sornewhat in the
next twﬁnonths but the SLtuatlon was stxll con51dered to be well in
hand 91 Neither the government nor the opp051t10n at Ottawa was in

- favour of compulsory action, except as a last resort Qr in some

extreme emergency. such as'an invasion of Canada. 92. Organized

‘groups thrbughout'the country, especially the RecruitingL‘eagues
"malntamed that the voluntary system was unsatxsfactory and requested
s .
enforced mlhtary sgrv1ce or some well regulated system of selec-
93 om
tion." On July 28, 1916 a conference of twenty two SOCletICS "of

. <
every descr1pt10n passed a resolution staqtmg that "th\e;present volun—

e
¢
J

L
e

: tary system of recruttlng is wasteful and 1neffect1ve and sh uld be

'replaced by enforced natlonal service under a proper system of

89¢. A.
90¢.

I

, 1916, p. 318. . ) - =

, 1915, p. 186.

>
s

9lc,

| 2>

.R.. 1916, p. 303.  92Ibid. IR
931bid., pp. 320-21.  ° |
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. the few pape rs which favoure_d C
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.,9'4‘ -

selection. : o ’ Ao

l : - ’
‘ The Canadiankpﬁgs did not favour compulsion. Among

mpulsion was the Toronto Star which

- ‘ ‘ : _ ? '
began its campaign for compulsion as early as January 12, 1916. 95

Others, such as the Saskatoon Phoenix,  leaned towards.com:pulsi‘on but

€Yy few came out openly in support of it. 'Opposed to"it were the Tor

onto News, the Toronto leobe the Wmmpeg Telegram the Montreal

—Herald and- the Wmmpeg Free Press 96 The Canadian Trades dnd .

gress was in the fore front of the OppOSlthn as were Sll‘

‘

rid Laurier and the"'leeral party and ane Mlmster Borden

"Honourable Robert Rogers, Honourable T Chase Casgram, R B

Bennett and othcr me@rs of the L,ovornmgnt 97 B 1

The Alberta press had remained fairly noncommital

about the .qne stion until July of 1916 with the notable exception of the

Ed'monton .Bullet'in'\\ihic‘h’ '-in' spite of its Libera;l' character and ‘support

3 -

’ Q
of Laurler, had advocated consc rlptxon from the outbreak of the war 28

The ‘Bulletin had appealcd in an edltorlal in October of. 1914 to the

example of the European allies

British people do not like the idea of compulsorv
military service,-regarding it as an unnecessary restric-.
‘tion of personal liberty. But the present situation raises
’\ery sharply the question of whether such restriction is

unnecessary. The cold fact of the matter is that had - . )

) . bid., . 324. Ptoia. mid. - P bia,

98

A posxtxon the Bulletin mamtamed throubhout the w ar.

‘.W S. Waddell states that Frank Oliver believed that Yit-was impos- -

sible to apply conscription in Canada although in theory such a ‘&?rse ,
t

" of action would be 'legieal'. ' This view of Oliver's position is n

' suppoxted by the editorial attltude of his paper, the Edmonton Bulletxn

See W. S. 'Waddell, "Frank Oliver and the Edmonton Bulletin;’ 11\[berta
Historical Revxew V, No: 3, (Summer, 1957),, '

o~



. ' . v

there not been compulsory training in France and
Russia the British Empire would today be in a sorry .
predicarfient. ‘ '

n

Fdllowing the advocation of compulsion in Britain, the Bulletin began

an open editorial campaign supporting the proposed adtion ot Great .
)

- Britain. "Declarations against compulsory miilitary service, " the

Bulletin suggested, "should be addressed to Berlin, where the need of

compulsory ;'nilifary service in British c.ouﬁtrics,ﬁ'«s’fénanufactured.{l00

.The voluntary system is championed as a tradi-
tion of British freedom. But the Jjudgement of .British
statesmen is that British freedom will itself become’
only a triadition unless the'voluntary system is sus-

\; ~ pended. 101 )
OliYer's Bhjletin was never ;eluétan‘t to question other newspapers as,
- ; . B . - .

to yheir intentions, even in the matter of compulsory service.

¢
i
V

. =~ The opinion of a certain section of Canadian

- newspapers seems to be that'it is Britain's duty to
adopt compulsory military service but that any proposal

.-th'at Canada should adopt compulsion is a proposal to
irriprb'pe rly interfere with the personal liberty of Cana-
dian citizens. " From which the logical inference is that

the man living in Great Britaisi is in some way under = - -
greater obligation to preserve the Empire and save LT
+  civilization than the_man living in Canada. Just how ‘doves R i
‘that come about 210 R ) : oo P
& o ) Cee i ', -,
- The Bulletin pointed out, however, that since both "'Sir °
Robert Borden and Sir Wilfrid Lauriér were a@dﬂ that there 'should -
be :n_q conscription in Canada" vol‘uritafy enlistments would have to be
'relied upon.”'103 The -Bulletin then praceeded to ¢riticize the —
o ‘ Cs o o -NA)\
- ‘ ) : '\\\ '
- ?9Bulletin (Edmonton), October 30,1914, p. 4. a
199mia., sanuary 5, 1916, p. 5. R o
10 g, , January 10, 1916, p. 4. e

o "lo,zm'rd\‘, January 14; 1916, p. 7. 10mia. = - o
‘ .. e ’ . ' v “é o - E ) o
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“ . ]
govcrnment s treatment of the. soldier and espec1ally the government's

refusal to Iook after his dependents 104 The Bulletm whlle ‘maintain-

<

ing that the system of'recrultment and conditions of service were -

inadequate, encouraged men to enlist. . .

: . : N
Some Canadians think that the. voluntary.enlist-
ment system is sufficient. Some think universal service
. is the only fair and adequate way to meet the problems
. of national defence. Both are bound by thelr theories to
help-along the recruiting campaign. It is up to the vol -
unteerist to p‘rove that compulsion is not necessary.

. And it is up to the %glversallst to show that the voluntary \
syst'em is adequate only as it apprommates universal '
o ser\(me 105 - ‘ ’
: . . . A "

. In March of 1916 the Bulletin again lashed out at. recruit-

vi‘ng methods.

Whlle enlistment is \oluntary nobody has a rlght
to cast doubt upon the loyalty or willingness to sacrlflce
of the man who has not enlisted. . When that is done the
spirit of Yoluntarism is dead Compulsmn by criticism
is compulsion all the same; and if. we are to have com-
pu151on let: 1t be by law and all round in its application. 106

Inits cdltorxals t e Bulletin often manggca‘, intention-

ally, to place the government i a bad Ilght . "R. B. Benrnett M. P. _,f

says it is not llkely compulsory service will bc adopted in Canada And
o

he is pr’obably rlght " ObSL rved the Bulletln "Conbrattlatlonsrto fhe
shirk w107~ ) o

. AN »‘ . - . . ’ ' \ !
Sr\x © On Friday, May 26, the: Buttetin reported the signing of

he "Compul.sionb Bill" in Great Britain by the Km‘glo8 and.on June 1=~ - -

I

1041b1d ,.January 21, 1916, p. 7.

105Ibld Februxary 22, 1916, p;, 4.

LI 1,061b1d., April 24, 1916, p. 4.
'971bia., April 12, 1916, p. 7. .. |
1081bid., May 26, 1916, p. 1. -
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expressed 1ts Oplnxon in a lengthy editorial. N
. In Great Brltaln married men are being mar-
¢ shalled to the colors under compulsion. In Canada
' ‘ single men enfist as they" please or as they feel called
upon to do. ' This would seem to be an excellent reason
"to: forget that claim that Canada should be admitted to’
full partnership with Great: ;Britain in the direction of
Imperial foreign policy and the maklng of war and peace.
If we are not willing or are not able to share with the .
- people of Great- Brxtam an {sic.) equdl terms the sacri-

SO
. ’i R fice necessary to preserve the. Empire what business -
Y have we’ clamoring for an equal share in the dlx‘ectlon
~of affalrs" 09 - o o

The Bulletln as mehtloned earher, ‘was not under the
. 1mpre5510n that Alberta \nas not. doxng tts share but rather suggested
»"that other prov1nces sh-ouldvbe d01ng more. The Bulletln poxnted out _
that Alberta ! '1th about one twentleth of the populatlo f Canada .
: has prov1ded about one eleventh of the rec rults "l 10 | |
| In September of 1916 the Bulletm argued that the gox ern-’ .
‘..ment v&ould Imd voluntary enllstment 1mprov1ng lf it would announce >

that 1t "1ntended to enforce conscrlptlon "lll
. The dlsloyal element know they do not have to
g0, and some who are not dlsloyal hold back because
.. they do not see why they should enlist when others
more favorably 51tuated are excused ’
: -

»The recru}tlng_ 51tuat10n continued to deteriorate and the
gove’rhment 'was forced to talce action As early as. August the govern- :
ment had begun to pass a serles of Orders in Counc1l settxng up a’

Natlona.l Serv1ce Board 113 Thc ﬁrst dlrector of the Natlonal Servxce

4 1091bid. , June 1, 1916, p. 4.

lloibld., June 26 1916, p. 4 -

,’llllbld., SeptemberZ 1916 P 9 112ph44.

B : 113Ge ald w. Nlcholson Canadian Expedlt\onary Force

- 19T4—491Q10ttawa" Queen s Prmter, 1964), p 325

\-*‘

]
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Board was Slr Thomas Talt Presxdent of the’ Enghsh speakmg C1t1—

zen's Recrultlng League of Montreal. 114 He re51gned on October 12

3

when his choxce of a secretary was not’ approved by .the Prime Mlmster

~

Bulletin on October 16, 1916. 1l5"

A
- L4

and his replacement by R. B. Bennett was: reported in the Edrnonton

Meanwhlle, the Prime Minister tried to counter the

recruiting‘ situation by establishing the' ‘National Services. Commission

. and toured the country making appcals f?r recrults in speeches at
. _ .

Montreal Quebec, “mmpeg, Saskatoo\d‘ Edmonton Vancou{er Vlc—

toria, Calgar_y,‘ Reglna and T‘oronto. 116

, B - Ina speech dellvered*m Edmonton on December -4,

R. B Bennett .who was accompanylng Borden stated that "this is the

last great voLuntary appeal 117 On December 13 the Bulletin out-

lmed the case for Natxonal Service and agam suggested that compuls1on

mlght be employed if other means lalled 18 while its edltortals .

, encouraged Natxonal Servxce, the Bulletm had some reser\atlons about

3

" the sy stem ‘of registration. The Bullettn suggestcd that thls system

could detract from recruiting by offermg local employment as an alter-

i /

rydtlve to mlllta"y ser wce overseas. 119 Furthermorc, 1t \k%ptd not

: help the dete” rloratmg recruiting sxtuatlon in Quebe

[l

14c A R, 1916, p. 325,
‘“513u11ttm October 16, 1916 p.

“6CA R.,<1916, p 251.
117

 "8mid., December 15, 1916, p. 5

9Ibid.e, December 19, 1916, p. 5.

Bulletin (Edmonton), De. etﬁber 14,

< The natlonall,sts



: before, ‘had refused to promlse that there womﬂd be no conscrlptxon

> s

SR A - :
~suggested the Bulletin, ''not by

should‘ be -forced to do 'their share, "

o~ .

takmg _]obs wh'fch they are not exitlt‘ d to but by forcing them to
enlist. "120 | . ‘
On Dece’rnberv‘Z'I the Bulletin reported that Borden, in

a spec1a1 dlspatch to the Wlnnlpeg Telegram dated in Ottawa the day
121

P

By the end,of 1916;/8& ‘Bullétin had become rather exasperated with
the government and its inaction over cpnseriptibn. .

_ . Some of Sir R. Borden's newspaper friends are .
still*anxiously concerned lest he be suspected of an’
intention to adopt compulsory military service. Where
they find occasion for.any such fear is a mystery. Sir
Robert has said very emphatically that the Government .
will not adopt compulsory service, the Minister of the
Interior has said it, the Minister of Justice has said it,
and the Director of National Service has said-it: That - ..
ought to relieve any apprehension that anybody will ... = -

~ "suspect the Government of any intention to put the cov.,m-' '

. try on a war footlng .

‘on national service was indicative of its opinion of the Government's'
: , , . b

" National Service programme. '"The Real National Service of Canada
is being rendered in France, not in thé manitions fagtories nor on the

farm. 123 “

2Omia. 1%lmid., December27, 1916, p. 2.

1221hid., December 29, 1916, p. 7.

1231bid., December 30, 1916, p. 9.

£

"

. The.Bulletin's con‘cludirl-'g'f';.edi“torial comrrrerit'for_' th,e:_ year ’



CHAPTER III
" CONSCRIPTION, A NECESSITY
- : /7
| - The new Year.bega"n without the usual optixrlisrn associ-
: afed with a new calendar Yeatr The off1c1a1 New Year s messagcs
lauded the people of Alberta for the ir support of thc war effort during
1916 but stressed that even greater sacrifices would be necessary in
1917 1 The problem’ of recru1ts and other problem’s{assomated w1th
~the ar received much di-scussion in the Alberta press during’the first
fo.ur menths'(“ 1917. Wl;1y were they.eb cerrcerneA.rl about 'rec‘ruits"

P - First and--,,,forernost the \xar was not gomg well for the

‘o'

'alhes and more remforccments were requxred _:\n Ottawa dlspatch of :

Jan_uary 3, 1917 noted that 178 537 recrmts \vere secured durlno 1916
“brirv ng~~t e otf’cial total to 383 955 Canadxans ser\mg in HlS/\iaJPStY
- fc ces. % These 7uv‘{res seem quxtc 1rnpre551\e until one studies !‘he

rr.u.‘.mly"enllstrtf,-rﬁ:s Wthh we_re al=so supphed. "I}he._se" 2igu’re$ 'folloy\’,»

“as w1l 1s a d sirict breakdown of _r?ecruirs tB*-the end,of 1916.

N T “Totals to December 31, '1916

Rccrults obtamed in 1916 3 - - by qlustrxct'-
January 29 212 . Toronto . 85, 384
. February 26, 658 S Manitoba & - o
"March - 32;819 ... - Saskatchewan - 77, 254
April . 23,289 . Kingston . C 41,204
-May ' 15,099 ~ " British o 0
-~ June - 10,796 S Columbia ° 37,575
July © 8,675 . - Albgrta _ 34, 517
93

August 7,267, - . 'Montreal 33,9

_lBuIletm (Edmonton) Januar\ 2, 1917,. p 1.

Zlbxd January 4, ,191_7, p. 5. Sibid.
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units outside of Alberta.

32

te

September 6,357 ' London 31,325

Qct’ober 6,035 Quebec - 7,729
November = 6,548 : ‘Maritime :
December 5,791 R Provinces 34, 802

The source of concern was obvious. The voluntary

'system of recruiting was producing fewer and fewer recruits as the

war progressed. The drastic reduction in the number of recruits vol-
unteering and the increasing need for reinforcements in Europe were
the reasons why this issue became an important point of discussion in

the press. Alberta's recorc was certa-inly‘satisfactory although the -
K]

Edmonton Bulletin felt that the 34_,.517 'ryecruits'lis'.ted for Albervta were

i

too low and the figures for the other military districts "with the pos-

sible éXception of London'' were increased "by the ten thousand or more

men recruited in this province for battalions, batteries, and service

n4 Nevertheless,:: it was the monthly totals

that the government was concerned with and when the number of

.recruits_ for the‘ first two weeks of ‘January was 'released, 3, 536 for

~ Canada with 142 from Allbe’r'ta',' ‘the press also registered its concern.. ?

The Alberta press continued its discussion of the govern-

et

ment‘s natio’nal. registration scheme -and speculated as to what the

governrnent would do w1th the lnformatlon collected The Calgary Her-

ald reported that Slr Robert Borden had "1nt1mated that maore drastlc

\

measures would be employed in mob»ilizing the‘»manpower of the country
; . ; ~ - : R 4

for the su"ccess'ful prosecution of the world wide war. "6 ‘The national

4»Ibid January 6, 1917, p- 9.

51b1d January 18 1917 p. 1.

| . ‘éHe ralc{, January 2, 1917 p 1.
e . ‘»V : ’ “\ .
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rogistrar,-lf't‘ne_‘ Honourable Robert Rbgers, sugge'Sted that returned soi;
diers.should be‘ omployed in registering the man‘power‘of Canada and
4$tated that "'the days of voluntary "me‘cruiting were pra(:‘t‘ically at an end"
and that "more efficien_t me‘aAsurevs would have lbto bo taken to fill np' the
ranks of the Canadian ‘expeditionarybfo‘rce. "17 Did t'h’is' mean that thore
would be conSc_riétion?‘ The Edmonton: Bu.lblet“in qnéstioned the glo\-(_»;.-n._ﬂ .

ment's intentions.
Mr. Bennett says it would be folly, -if not crim-
inal, to try to enforce conscription in Quebec.” Mr.
Rogers says there will be conscription.. Sir Robert .
Borden flatly declared inithe House of Commons that
there would be no conscription, and now hedges by
saying he will not bind the Goverament as to the future.
.The only theory that seems to meet the case is that the
Government hope to induce the Nationalists to take
- well-paid jobs in munition factories and intend to then
& apply conscription for military service to the pargs of °
- the country where it is not needed but is popular
& : S

The Bulletin also que s‘tioned the value of the National

“Service reg’istrfat-i"on and 'suggestod_tha,t the only way it could be effec-
vtivev."w_ould be to mak’:i: f._egistration con’ipulsory"'andto have .military

service as its primary purposc "9 w h1le government 0111c1als in par-
tlcular R. .B. Bennett, lnSISted that the Nanonal Service reglstratlon

was not f_or ‘military service, Qu.cbeo and orgamzod labour voiced their
, oplmon to the contrary 10
I . . .
The re sponse from Quebec was \er\' poor and organlzed

labour dec'iared_lt was-agamst rqustratl_on. 11 Although the Alberta

‘ Federatlon 01 Labour was in favour of National Scrv1ce \\-thh would

TE ‘?I:bid. 8Bulletinv, Ja_.nuafY_G' 1917, p. 9" |

' bid. January 9, 1917, p. 7.

. I‘IOCalgarkH,crald'," January 6, 1917, p. 1. ll,Ibid.

e .
. e .
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mean ''mobilizing natural re"sourlce-s, "1‘2 it supported the standard

demand of labour that there be conscription of wealth as well as con-

scription of men. 13 This idea»reyceived some support in the western

| Canadlan press, especxally in the Gram Growers Guxde14 and later in -

‘the Edmonton. Bulletm. 15 Wh,en R.. B:. Benn.ett sugge‘sted that labour
.opposulon to Nat10na1 Serv1ce was belng engineered by enemy agents

. even the Calgary Herald suggested that '"he was permlttmg enthusiasm’

©

to run ayvay with his customary good_ common sense. "16
The-campalgn for compulsory military service gaiued

' rrxany adﬁereuts in‘ rhe west and was accompanied by a demand for a

national goverximent; ‘The Borden-.goyernment had l)eeh criticlihz’ed by

- the Liberal ’papﬂers‘thr‘oughout 1916 but in early 1917 ¢en its own sup-

porters were ’f.indi.ng lﬂittle_ vc_ause for satisfaetion. The Natiér‘lal" Ser-.

| vicelscheme had uet produced the desired r.esults and the editorial

c.ommer_xt on war profiteering yas on the increasé_. 1?' .;I‘he Ross Rifle

c'ont'rqve\'r.s_y continuécl to embarrass the g o’vernrrxeut W»hile' Sir Sam"

'Hughes tll-é forr;‘xer Minister of Militia’ refused to. admit that anythmg

was wrong Wlth the Ross R1f1e, 18 the anti- governrrlent pPress, notably

the Edmonton ‘Bulletm, was declarmg that it was | notoloyal ser,vlc'e to

'C‘anada to send \'Qur young yolunteers armed with inefficient rifles to

»

21bid., January 18, 1917, p. 3. - 13Ibid.

1’4Grain- Growers Guide, Jauuary‘_'lo, 1917, p. 5.

lSBull’etin,' January 5; l917, p_.. 7;. M,‘arch'Z, 1917, p. 9.
16Hera”ld, January"IS 1917, P 6‘."3‘

Bulletin (Edmonton), February 3, 1917, p. 6.

s . ‘. %Calgary Herald February 3, 1917;, p. 1.°

2
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meet the picked troops of Egropé'. 19 In this case, "inefficiency' i‘s- :
_treéson, 120 declared the Bolletin, never. orne to excuse" the goyernmenr
‘ for its n_ctions‘.' ﬂ

in eérly Febrnery, the Alberta press tnrned‘its atten- -

tion away from federal affairs momentarily as it considered the pros-

pect of a provincial election.- The .'Calga«ry Hera$d suggested that the
elecfion in Alberta was unnecessnryzl and obJected to the government s
p.roposel ’ro provide two seats ror ser\ncemen overseas z2 Although
; Slfton seemed open to the idea of an extenSIOn for a deflmte perloé of
time, the leerals shortly tﬁereafter refused to con31der any extension

23

of the Legxslature and the Conse‘rvatives‘ ‘found them_sel\‘re's faced with

. an election at a time when circumstances were against them. 2%

Although no formal announcem'ent‘con'cerning the eI'eetion' ’

was rhade until later,' it \vas elear lrorn the nglslatne programme of
the leerals that an elt ction was in the oftmg 25 The government
'passed two acts--the first was a specxal‘Act of the Leﬂlslature whlch

allowed t\_velve members' of the 'Legism-COmmitted to

overseas service to retain their seats. 26 . The second Act was the one

19Bulletin (Edmonton), Fobr'\iary 3, 1917, p. 9. 201pid.
*Herald, February-12, 1917, p. 1.
22I_.ewxs G. Thomas, The beeral Party in Alberta: A

. Hxstw of Politics in the Province of Albejrta, 1905-1921 (Toronto:
Umversxty of Toronto Press, 1959) . _169‘ z ) e

|  23Edmonton Journal, chb‘r'uary 12, 1917, p. 1: Feb-
~ruary 23, 1917, p. 1. - . L . : :

24c A R., 1917, p. 801.0
o 23 Thomas, p. 169. 2°Ibid.

!
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ob_]ected to by the Calgary Herald 27 Under the prov151ons of thls Act,

~ e -

1:\vc‘>t members would be nomlnateﬁnd elected to the Leglslature d1rectly
by members of the armed forces .seruce overseas who were normally
residents of Alberta These members at large were objected to by the
Conservatlves as a government attempt to hive the vote. 28 The Con—

v‘servatlves proposed an amendment Wthl‘l would have allowed Albertans
in the services to vote in the1r own const1tuenc1es but it failed.. The

L)

Calgary Herald 1nqu1red why the government had found it impos Slble to

allow soldlers to vote in the normal way When 501d1ers from British
Columbla had done so. 29.

The government had also extended the franchlse to a

_/

large rrurnber of women. 30 Women were generally pleased with the .

prohibition stand of the Alberta government and many promment women e

B AN

' e
openly voiced their support for the Slﬁn government 31 Fe'deral and

! prownc1al 1ssues were often mtertwrned durmg electlons and the Cana-

<

dlan Annual Rev1ew speculated that Laur:er s opp051t10n to conscrlptlon v

‘was a factor that 1nﬂuenced the naturallzed c1txzens of the prov 1nce to

32

support the Liberal government .The Conservatwes 1mmed1ately

. .
ob_]ect_ed to the rxght of the fore-ign born of enemy alien origin to the

\ franchlse and although the Conservatlves trled to keep conscrxptlon out

of the electlon they later complalned that some L1beral _party workers

\ .

: were lderrtuymg ‘the Conservatlve candxdates as part of "the war party
\

in Canada and were flghtmg for the conscrxptlon of all* pe rsons of ¢

I

’

N 1 S 28 L
; o - Herald, February 12, 1917, p. 1. Thamas, P- 169

29Herald February'l 1917, p. 6. 3°Thomas P 164,

Ibld 2c.A.R., 1917, p. 802. -
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military agef n33
The question of an extension, in this instance a further
eXtension of Parliament also being considered at the federal level.
‘ Here the posnlons of the two parties were reversed, the Conservatlvesi'»

' .for and the Liberals against any further e)\’ten51dn. 34 The :\lberta

'press devoted editorial space to this issue. The Edmonton Journal and

4the Calgary Herald sugaestcd that an extension of federal parllam‘ent

v’

was desu'able while the Edmonton Bulletxn was against any further

A

extension. 35 Other issues under discussion \s‘ere outli'ned,by the Medi-

‘cine Hat News which declared for "a national overnment which would

et rid of 'nationalists' in government.’ 36_ The eNs relerred to gov-
8 , g 1 __L g

a

ernment mismanagement and was e specxally crit»fcal of the medlcal and

other provisions, or lack thereof, for returned soldxers. 37 The \Iews

also called for the resxgna‘tlon of the Honour%able Robert Ro§ers, a
LA g ‘,'31,

d not only b\ all thg leeral paper; in Alber;

h ?2;"
b " " .. _A
b P‘be as well. Tht rnatter of

' recruiting and conscnptlon al.sqm receu ‘ed consxderable attention in the.

'view which was 3har

-

. but by some of the

Alberla press durlng February and ;\'larch of 1017.

The Edmonton Bulletxn accused the gO\ ernment of 'shirk-.

..3Q9 j
ing its duty thh regard to the supplv of men. 3_’ Th_e gox'(}rnment,‘
: } :
hard pressed to produce recruits proposed an extension oi the perlod

=" 33Thomas, p. 176. 3ic. A R., 191‘)'/ 802.

- 35Journal, May 5, 1917 p. 4; Herald, April 2, 1917,
p- 6; Bulletm February 22, 1917, p. 9. :

March 1, 1917, p 4. 37Ibid.'

' : v v36N-e s,
38

39Bulletm Februar\' ._._(,‘1914 P. 9.
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'

for returning the national service cards to April 1, 1917 In announc-

ing this extension, E. ﬁ Chapman the Director of Natxonal Service 1in

_ District 10 (Alberta), declared that there would be no conscrlptlon. 40 _

The 'gor(e,rnmeht was now considerihg mohilization for home defence
but C‘h‘aprnanw insisted that no compulrbsivgn would be used 1n “Mobilization
for Home Defence. '*l This view was supporﬂted“'by the remarks of the
Direcror. of National Service, RT B.: Bennett, who.sta'ted fhat ;'there‘
were vnow' enough men to drive the [zj,un back to. ‘Berliﬁ.‘ nd2 The 'Edmen_
ton Bulletin s_uggested _that these_ remarks by;the'_Director ongational
Service ,werevdiss“uadihg reﬂcr_uflﬁng and SNere pu}tihg fo‘iﬁc—.‘ial’s,who‘ were
trying to enlist men in al‘most embarrassi“ng po.sit“ion_.. "If revcruiting

is te be'st'opped'.by dissuasion,‘ the excenditure of time - nd rnoney .on

-

recruiting'shou_ld. also be stopped.":‘43 The Bulletin continued! "If

‘there is to be no com_ﬁulSion, either military or industrial, the so-

: employment agency or nothmg at all. 44

callé‘d Natio‘nal Se-rvice scheme r-esolves itself either into a 50 men.

B

The confldence expressed by R. B. BLnnett with regard

to a sufficient number of men being avaxlab_le and his statement that

: compulsion was uhnecessary did little to reassure:Canadians " Rumors

contmued to c1rcu1ate and a report Irom Wmmpeg on March 4 aroused

Wlde spread susp1c1on that conscrlptlon was indeed in the oifmg 45

40Ibid- : February" 12, 1917, p. 1.

Calgary Herald Febnuary 44, 1917, p. l

42Bulletm March 2 1917, p- 1. : ”

43 .44
Ibid.’ March3 1917. p- 3. 7 Ibid.

4ﬁI‘bid. , March 5-,jk,.“l_.9l7,';‘3‘p. l; :

T
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The report declared that the Militja Act Would‘be enforced within”the
next sixty days.

S Reveremd W. J. Hindley, chaplam of the 190th
N Batt. addressing his congregation .in Central Congre—
\\ tional (sic) Church tonight stated that he was authorized
., to anngunce that the Militia Act will be put into effect
.. within the ne)gt sn:ty days and probably withirn the next
' \thlrty days
LA ‘;\”

. [—hndley refused to retract his statement even though Sir

Edward Kemp, M1mstet of Militia, declared that "'no one had been o

“authorized to make such a statement. nd? Hmdley had suggested that

the reglstratxon cards would ‘be used to ascertain the eligibility of

'md1v1duals desplte government statements to the contrary 48 Further-

more, a home defence force of 50 000 would be formed and contmuously

tralned for e_xghteen months and "'if at the end of that time'? the war

‘was not over, they would be sent overseas. -

Indecd the gbvernment was coﬂ'templating the formation

of a Homc Dcfence Foree of :)0 000 men. and the Iormal announcement

“was made on,,Mar’ch 17, 1917 50 - Thc measure \\as 1ntended to mal\e

service more attractiveto eligible men in the hope that they would

¢ b

enlist if they were to stay close to home. Underlying this was, of
P e ‘ ‘
course, the idea that once they received military training, they would

feel more:‘patriotic and volunteer for overseas'duty. The Home

DC‘fOiICC Force would also free the 50, 000 or so troops then‘ in local

'training to advance to the front as soon as they were ready. 31 The

—~

- 461bid.  ¥7Ibid., March 6, 1917, p. 1.

S 1bid. 91bid.  5Olbid. o

'Slc A-R., 1917, p. 309,

B
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proposal proved unpopular, especlally whe.n linked w1th Hmdley s sug-
gestions, and opposnlon papers descrlbed it "as a weak uovernment
effo%‘t't‘,to avoid conscrlptlon and. its problems n52 The Ednjlonton Bulle -
tin decﬁgred that "under the present and prospective . c1rcumstances
Canada needs a standlng army for home defenc - & .out as much as it

‘ needs: a fleet of dreadnaughts in the St. Lawrenc.e. »"53' ' The Bulletin

proceeded to suggest. that the possibility of serious Msurrections in

‘Canada or invasion by Gérmans from the United States was most
unlikely.'54 Military men doubted that men would volunteer for the

home force but agreed to give the system a try. 55

.~

On March 20, the -Postmaster General, H'o’nouixv'able
P. E. Blondin, '@peaking at Sorel, stated that ti'me"gox'ernmen't did not

contemplate. conscription. 56 However, he was of the‘ opinion that con-

scription would hav_e to come if recruifina failed He told the people ‘.

that "if the country is 1n dan er and we have to resort to conscription,
y g L P

it will be 1mp05ed frankly and above fboard. "57 Blondin later offcrcd ‘
'hls reSIgnatlon as Postmaster General to take command of a French— -

Canadian battahon destmed for oxerseas service. Toge thcr \\'ith

F

: \/ia_]or General E. L. Lessard he began a spemal tour of Que bcc in

’ May to raise reci-ults 58 o (, Lo p y K
v R ) .' | 7)‘

: Meanwhlle, publlc oplmon in Engllsh Canada was groww

2

mg steadily more in favour of compulsxon N. w, Rowel‘l,‘. the Ontario

>2Bulletin-(Edmonton), March 17, 1917, p§9‘?- >31bid.

>bid.  55C.A.R., 1917, p. 310.

» 56_Ca1'gary .Herald,»‘ March 20, 1917, p. 1.
PTC.AR:, 1917, p. 337 5Bpbig, |

-



-3

L v . . - . . '41

-~ -

Liberal leader, urged the ' puttmg into force of the Mllltla Act, so far

-

W59

rned.

as callmg out the. fxrst class for Home Defence was co

The Toronto Star regarded thll conscr.lpt,lon of men by sel'ective draft

4s a fair system while other Liberal papers such as the Vancouver Sun
. . t

—
°

advocated-the implementation of the Mlhtxa Act. 60 Mass meetings

(S !

throughout the ‘country advecated adoption of the Militi Act- as did

some of the Conservatlve papers such as the Toronto a11 and the
World 61 O{Aprl.l 4, the I-fdmonton Bulletin reported th/ .enllstments

for March were 7, 063 and that the t tal,for the flrst three mvontt‘s of

1917 stood at 22,792, 62 The Bulletin suggested that: N

‘ Enhstment in Canada fell away for one of two
reasons, either because the work of raising the army
Was not properly directed, or because men refused to
respond'to a properly dlrected campaign. T\Iewspapers
supportlng the’ Government say it was because the pub- T
lic are. indiffe rent about the war and that it borders on -._ o
high treason to suggest that the campalgn for recrmts T
was not effi. . ntly conducted. Strange is it not, CL A
that case, that men swarmed around the. recrultmg )
~offices until it became apparent what sort of. manage-- . .
ment our war business was getting?  Canadians, We

are asked to believe, were deeplv concerned 1n the w-ar o ’K

when it had no personal relation to the but grew
'indiffcrent’ when their relatives and fr'“nds went #to
the trenches to face the enemy s bullets. &3

~

With the announcement that the homt guards w ould be ’

counted as part of the 500, 000 plodgcd to tho Emplre ‘the Bulletm

:.eommented that "it is gust as taxr to count the home guards as to count

e -

the Russxan and French reserv ists, and men who went to work'in muni- .

\...

‘tion plants, " nelther of whlch belong to. the "authorized forces of
‘ . _ . ;

{0 g, 01pig. lpia.

—

-

6ZBuuetin, April 4, 1917, p. 9. 6’rbid._

<



Cénada.

to win the war with an army of home guards.

young Canadians who fled to the Unlted States to escape the recru1t1’1g

offlcer" should be left in- the Unlted States:to face "'the Unlted States

h(;.

64

165

" On April 9, the Bulletiq 'suggested that ""the army of

+ o

’a

142

\ "But, "' pointed out the Bulletin, "it would tike a long while

conscription officer. "66 On A_pril,l? ,tl}e Bulletin carried a report that

-three hundred and fifty youx"'ig mér’;:(_vho had sighed National Service

cards in quelph Ontarlo had been notxfled that their services were

ional Service system as a typ

.‘)_.

'fou_nd in all of the papers in Alberta'whlch_ concerned themse_lves thh

" the indirect mean

“ TRy

e; ‘ O

A

A

) n68

%f "soc1al tonscrxpuon
Of all fornf
ob)ectxonable and

compulsory _service_ the most .

o squeezmg men out of jobs or
subjecting them:#o|social ostracism and public humili-.

- ation. These t,;itct‘cs were to some extent employed in
Canada in theﬁbarller stages of the war, ‘and they did -
-‘more to dlsgdst the public with the unfairness of the

‘means employed than they did to develop the Splrlt of
patriotisnf in the young manhood of the country. - If:
they are to now be employed under the aegis of the
National Service Organization there is nothing in the
decision to recommend ‘it, either on the ground of jus-
tice or efnc1epcy- If we are to continue the system of
voluntary enlistment, the enlistment should be. really -

. voluntary. Il we are.to have compulsion let it be real’

compulsion, applied by authority and applled ‘equally
to all, w1thout regard to locahty or person.’., How many

~ young men in the Nationalist.constituencies of Que
_have been singled out for notification such as has been
served, upon these three hundred and flfty in the Ontano
o Clly"@() ) . -

east effective is conscription by, 1'

requlred overseas. 67 .The Buuetln then objected to the use of the Nat-

.. Pessimism about the recruiting sxtuatlon in Quebec was,

R

5

64pr,:d. , April 5, 1917, p. 9. \65mid.
661bid., April 9, 1917, p. 9. |

-

671bid. , ‘April 12,1917, p. 5. ©8Ibid."  ®9Ibig.
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: “k , v :

war affairs. The consensus was that Quebec had not done her share
and should be required to contribu‘te more toward the war effort. The'
,suggestion of. the Ottawa Journal that conscrlptxon should- be -applied to
the rest of Canada but not to Quobec, recelved a poor r(_c%lon in
Alberta. 70

By a hugc maJorlty the people of Canada have

dec1ded that their duty is to assist Great Britain in

the war. This is a country where majorities govern
- and to relieve the small minority in Quebec from its

Canadian citizenship obligation would be to. sacrifice

the very foundation principle of our system of govern-.
‘ment--equal rightg for all: There can be no equal

rlghts at all whercja mmorlty is glven preferences

Durlng Apr:’lf the Albcrta Ppress commented on a number

of issues such as the e\tensxon of the franch1se to women prohlbltlon, N
' the lmpendmg prov-m'“"’f electlon and-the e\ctenSIOn of the federal par -
llament . One other issue: wh1ch received some space m the Alberta
press was the adoptlon of Free Wheat' whxch was estabhshed by an\__/
‘Order in Counc1l as a war measure 2 ThlS move was viewed by some
leeral papcrs as an 1nd1catxonaof an early o neral eltctlon in Canada
although ‘the Conservatwe press, in defendmg the actlon asked where
_)ustlflcatlon for the Liberal phophc sy {sid) « can be iound ni3 Almost

all qu< st:ons ©oere mtegrated with consxderatlons of the war’ eiiort :

'aThe following, (dltonal from the Waxnw nght Star 111ustrated ene argu- .

ment put forward by the temperance advocates.

70and in E'Inglish" Ca'nada generaliy. '

- -“Calsar) Herald, April 30, 1917, p. &

72Bullet1n(denonton), Aprxll() 1917 2 1.

73Calgary Herald April 23, 1917 p- 6



conscr1pt10n15ts as an example to be followed in. Canada 78 The Cal-
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o,
3.

0
From the Pubic {sic) Platform, pulplt and‘press

the urgent call is still for more men for service in the
army and navy, in the munitions factories‘and in the
field as agriculture. While this patriotic call is heard™

' throughout the land, there is a business in operation
which hold in its employment, men who if they were
liberated might hear the call of national service. We
are thinking of the-fnen who are employed in the busi- "
ness of manufacturing, distributing and-selling alcholic

: (sic:] drink, which has been abundantly proved, does:
lessen the efficiency of the nation's man-power.

By the fir st of May, the recruiting situation was desper-.
ate. Major—GenéI"aI"S_.' C l\/IN'e.wburn, Di‘-re.ctor'—Ge.ne'ral of tho Canadian
Defenc_e_‘ Force, in a‘ oﬁyfere’hce ‘with oi.'ficials' at Winnipeg‘declax"sed that
no more men could be obtained for. overse'as .se;-r_viqe_ or for the Cana-
dlian D‘efenc_e;-}?orce' S'vcheme_ by "ourely voluntary, tnethod's, “?5; Militia

officers declared that they were in favour of the adop_tion of é’"c')r;lpuls’ory ,

service at once. '© The entrance of the United States into the war may

have had some effect on the almost total collapse of recruit-ing. . The .

Alberta press agreed with the comment of the Edmonton Bulletin

.. regarding Ame% entrance into the war. '"'This is juét as much

Canada's war now as it}was before Washington broke with Berlin, "
g

stated the Bulletm, and ""Canada's _]ust as much bound to put forth every

.effort it can to brlng the. struggle to an early conclusion. n?7. Thc adop—

«  tion of conscrlptlon by the United States Senate was p01nt<,d to by pro-

&

gary Herald appealed for co—operatlon_ and further recruits in an

74Wa1nwr1ght Star, Apr1125 1917 P 4

- 75Bullet1n (Edmonton) May 2, 1917, p. 1. ®Ibid.

Ibid., Aprll 27 1917, p: 7.
| Ib1d.,a;~.April.30, 1917, p. 1.

i



editorial on May 2. ‘iThe prestige‘vof Britis’h' arms must be.maintained

at w'natever cost " declared thc Herald and lnSISt(_d that "our four.
’ ' ‘.n :
divisions must be maintained'’ by a steady supply of reqrulfs.
W - *

"Whether“enlis,tment is'vo_luntary-;-o,r by cor’n‘pu‘sion maﬁters little. =79 .

Whlle the Englxsh press in Canada “as calhng f'or con-

N “

' scrlptlon in Aprll of 1917 the Premler, Slr Robert Borden was in

"London to attend the Imper1a1 War Cab1net 80 Durlng hzs absence Sir

~

Sam Hughes contlnued to. 1n51st that’ Premler Borden had requested him

"'not to press recrull:lng"81

b

and th'a't this w_as re__sponsible for the cur-
rent slum‘p. "Sir" Sam was never able to see thé disastrous results of
his own policies nor the fact that those  who wished "to vo'lunte‘er'had

, -

.largely.:do_ne so. The Calgary Herald stated that SLI‘ Sam did. remark—

'aEia\ :vor‘k lbut tha ' 1nsofar as-’ recrultlng was’ cOncerned ‘the cream .
cFoTall b'eeln .sk-im;n_ed from th'ei mllk sd'rr’xe ,tirne be-_fore 'nejleft’“:oﬁ'i.ce. 82
as 'fer t-hi.s 'reaéo'.n'-and _”n_ot as, h’ev_z;l_legesi:"' stated the ~He-raid, “that
k- was urged to g;o-,‘c‘la_sy with recruiting work that causea the greart'
il_-mp_."“83_ R e - | S 3 '; '

. ‘.
R '..'

) . . W . ‘ s . o .; R :
- By the end of the first week in May,- the;.—\lber.ta -dailv
, , . ) _
press was announcmg that there \\ould be no. more prooress in, I'eCI'UII— -

1ng \vltho‘ut some 1orm of compulsmn 84 On I\Aav 10 the Edmorton

a

Bulletln rcported casualtxeb m the Canadxan Iorces to \lay 8, 1917-'a_s'

. : . oo s . : N
. R DU R o

7%Calgary Her ald May 2, 191 8

N

:

R ,’ .. 805 Castell Hopkins; Canada at \\ ar: 1914- 1018 (Tor—
onto: Canadlan Annual Rcvxew Ltd 1919) p- 337- '

82... . 83

‘ 8, Calgary Herald May l 1917 p- 5. Ibid.. ~lbid.:
‘ ? Ibid: , May 5, 1917,g_p._ 1; Bulletin (Edinonton). May 7,
1917, p., 1. ., _ L :

-
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" ~should recognize.
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89, 8.43 and rapidly riéing. 85 The calling u;; of local officers arouscd

further speculation that conscription was indeed in the offing. 86

' Speculation as to what Sir Robert Borden would say when he returned

-

from Britain increased following the formal announcement that he

.

- would make ja statement upon his return: 87

Pd

On May 16, 1917 the Edmonton Journal called for con-

: s‘cxfiptifon. "We have long since tested out the possibilities of the vol—__

unteer system and the time is past for further trifling as everyone .

n88 The Journal assured its readers that ''the 'gov—'

~ernment would win supportin circles where it never received support

vbefo'r'e'f and in.any case, the Journal found "electoral defeat" i)"rcx"erf“ :

able ''to refusing to take the action that, in the present emergency, is-

so clearly déma'nded. "89 The Journal also suggested that a New Fran-

chise Act for the Dominion would be fortHcoming if the Liberals P

‘6ppos_ed a further e'xtensio.n of Parliament. 20

a

In the midst of s’p(:culati‘on as to what could ha‘ppcn

when Borden returned from Britain, Premier Siftén formally announced

~that the date of the proﬁncial 'e'le_cti“on;would be June 7, 1917. 91 The

.. Calgary Herald objected to the anh_ounc?ment of May_ 15 and argued that- ,

the people would have "little more than three weeks to c,onsider the

issues and make their decision. 192 The Herald'_s reaction to the

announcement was m'ild;compared to the reaction of the Western Globe

.

BkBtiﬁetin, May 10, 1917, p. 1.

86Calgary Herald, May 15, 1917, p. 8. ©'Ibid., p. 10.

88 journal, May 16, 1917, p. 4. 89mid. 90mbid., p. 1.

YCalgary Herald; May 15, 1917, p. 1. 92Ibid., p. 6.

‘
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of Lacombe which suggested that "the greatest insult ever thrown at a

Chrxstlan country is the sprmgmg of a Prov1nc1al electlon at thls

“93 ' e

" time. The GlObL contlnued

When the very life’ of ourJEmplrc is in the bal-
ance; when our boys are dying by hundred {sic} in our
defence; when our homes are full of grief and sorrow,
is no time for an electlon Sifton should be shown that
“his crafty political move is not backed up by the intelli-
gent pcople of this provmce :

Meanwhlle Borden was on- l’llS way home fz‘om England
and he would later comment in hlS memoirs that, Upon my return
from Engl‘and on May 15, 1917, 1 speedlly embarked upon an exceed—
1ngly stormy polxtical sea, whxch was swept from time to time, - by

aales of \.arymg mtensny and trom many quarters 95

Borden s formal announcement of conscription was' .

@

‘delnered in the Canadian House of Commons on \/la) 18 1917 and

: reported in the Calgary’ Herald of that date, 96 Borden proposed a

force of fifty- to one hundred thousand men to be raised on '"'a compul-
'\"\sory Selectlve ba515 97 "The follovnng day the Hehrald relterated its
enthu31ast1c support for compulsory service. by announu.ng that the
, "Borden Gow.rnment would not play favorites. 98" aj] other dailies in
the province .hcadlmed the conscrlptlon .announccment on May 19 and

- the Herald in a front page edltorlal announced that "Canadlan edltors

were almbst unanlmous 1or conscrlptlon n99 In the same editorial

the Herald%otdd thc reaction of other dallles The Edmonton Journél : :
B ' ‘

93G'$e May 16, 1917, p. 3. %bia.

95 Borden, p. 697. 9%Herald, May 18, 1917, p. 1.
o === |

Ibid.  98Ibid., May 19, 1917, p. 1. 9%1bid.

S
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‘ and national press at this. pomt " The Herald -believed that"the Prime_

motlves

48

declared it "4 great relief' and that the.announcement "saved the coun-

try from a national disgrace.,”loo The article included the Edmonton

- Bulletin among those in favour while most of the out-of-province

pape_rs-ag_r/eed with the Ottawa Journal which regarded opinion through-
out the co,u_ntry‘ as,bein‘g-'in' favour_of conscription In fact most papers
agreed w1th the statement of the Vancouver Province Whlch declared

that, ''the vast ma jority of the people in Canada will be thankful ,that

- the voluntary system of service 1sended and the country is to be

placed on a properly organlzed footmg n101 "'It was a message of
cheer for the men battllng in the H1ndenburg lme " declared the Wm-’.
nipeg Free Press 102 of the twenty - one dailies quoted ‘only ‘the Sask-

G

atoon Phoemx reacted H

étlvely_‘to the announcement-~a reaction as

much to the Borden» Government as it was to the conscription issue.

"Is the Borden Government efficient and representative?" asked the

Phoenix. - "Are we: W1111ng to give them the power of conscrlptlon'> Not :

..103

for ‘a minute, answered the Phoemx

Ry Wlule followxng through on their early support of con=

°> ook ;'d)l
rlpt1on sorﬁe of“t‘fj"e Alberta da111es were not without thelr doubts

&P

) e r( 1

Ly o
The\lethbrlcbge Herald 1nd1cated the pOSItIOl’l of much of the Alberta

;;. 2 '}}j @

Mln'l_ster. was acting‘ from ''the highest motives"

‘and that if the con-
scrlptlon measure was placed in the “hands of ¥i¥n free from partisan

N
1104 very few objegtlons could be ratsed The Herald con-

tinued: e TSR e %,,

.Gk

o

Yoo 100n,e 101y lozlbi‘d. 1031bid7

lO4Lethbr1dge Herald, May 19, 1917 p 4
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It must be seen that productive industries like
agriculture and coal mining are exempted. Already
too many men have been taken from these industries.
It must also be required that conscription shall be
brought into operation in the provinces béhind,in their
quota of recruits at t}e present time.

kY

Although- exgmptxon for coal miners was @specml inter -

est to southern Albertans the excmptlon of farmers was of general
: LN

lmporta*nce and interest. Impresswe support for makmg Quebec do

her duty first eontxnued to be\lound throughout the prov1nc1a1 press.

"If the requxred number of men cannot be ‘secured, "106_ stated the Her-

ald, then we

- can. turn to the other provinces to f111 the ranks but
, only from occupations where production and public
. . safety will not suffer. A conscription that would put
TAlberta and Quebec on the same ba51s would be unfair-.
and objectionable. :
- , Alberta has done 1ts share, more than its
i share, in raising the half million allotted. Let the
delinquent portions of Canada be conscripted first. 107

Reports concerning the situation in Quebec only helped
to nelnlorce the atutude of those “ho@ted to Iorce Quebec to do her

duty . The Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletm reported on

,the cro“.ds in Quebec and the anti- conscrlptlomst meetings. 108 On
\Aay 24 a front ﬁﬁage storv in the Bullttm descrlbed a crowd Wthh
5athered in Montreal lhe previous day Estlmated at fifteen to tw cnty
thousand and comp05ed larbdy of men %)the fifteen to thirty year age

group, the crowd had shouted "dOWn with conscrlptlon"'109
. 2 L

v 105q 106py 0 107 |
. 108 - ~ - AP
: Y. Journal, May 22, 1917, p. l. Bulletin, May-- 23, .
1917, p. 2.7 - T o . '. :

'99Bulletin (Edmonton), May 24, 1917,@ 1.
—_———— (RN . .



The opposyition of organized labonr wavs'a_ls.o noted as
was support for conscrlptlon by boards of trade throughout thel coun-
try. 110 'The Edmonton Board of ‘Trade gave its unanimous approval to
conscription on May 22. The Board held that conscription would~pre— .

vent wasted efforts at rceruiting and all-labour could be organized.

‘"The Board suggested the use of prison labour for construction and

nrg.ed the appointmént of a f‘ood“é:onti'oller 11 The opposnlon of
orgamzed labour was dehvered to the. federal government in the form
of pgtltxons._ ' - S °

o0 ~On Junc;zb 4'the ‘Bnlletin carried‘ a resolution passed by a'

national conference of organized labour at Ottawa which recommended

. radical demands and urged all_labour to fight conscription. 112 he

announcement- of'conscription resulted in an incféase in the number of
men _]omlng up. 113 Reports I,z;tom the front 1nd1cated enthu51ast1c sup-
port for. con5cr1pt1on in Canada by ‘those Canadians. already in the

trenches in France. 114

However, this was not enough for someé Canadians and

. séve_ral papers were objecting to the conscription of men: only. Indeed-

"0:dmonton Journal, May 22, 1917, p. 1; Bulletin
(Edmonton), May 23, 1917, p. 1; also see Martin Robin, "Registra-
tion, Conscription, and Independent Labour Politics, 1916-1917,"

Canadian Hlstorlcal Review, XLVII, No. 2, (June, 1966), pp- 101-118.

; lll

R o Builetm (Edmonton) Méy'z"}; 1917, . p. 1. o -

ra‘glbi‘d. ,'_,'May 24, 1917, p.*
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a section of the Alberta press was in favour of conscription of wealth.

The Lethbridgé Herald pointed out that:

% Conscription of wealth must come too. Unless -

it comes with or ahead of conscription of men, there )

will be strong and warranted protests that will certainlf'l, :
. make conscription of men unpopular and unacceptable. 112

i

>

The Albertan failed to find any indication of cdn'sc,riptioq =

of'wealth and found this "disappointing. "116 The Albertan had cam-

paigned for conscription of wealth--a position taken by a number of the

western newspapers,’ including the’Calgary News-Telegramiwhich was
. N ﬂ,/‘ L ] ) .

. 3
]

e

rather bitter at Sir Robert Borden "'for announcing a form oficonscrip-

benet

1

“tion of manhood without first announcing a form of/onscriptidpn of .

‘wealth. "7 4 jovoe number of English-Canadians agreéd with the

M ey

.k

. " : . l o4
Grain Growers Guide when it insisted that Tevery citizer should be

forced to make an equal sacrifice” 118 although not all of 'the se lwould

) ‘ L . . i
have supported the rest of the Guide's position. . i

* There hés,gbéen a large accumulation of wealth Fi

2 I

since the ofi}tbreak._\of the war in the bginds of a few. A

Before demanding any greater sacrifice on-the part of / :
the young men it is only reasonable that the governmen -
should demand proportionate sacrifice of the rest of the
citizens of Canada. No sacrifice of wealth can ever
equal a sacrifice of life., But let the sacrifice of wealthy
be made in some measure approaching the sacrifice éf -

" our soldiers, and then, and not until then is it just t ,
demand conscription of men. Distribute the burdenjand °
let us all bear our fair share. Let the government fake @
a referendum of the people on conscription of-wealfh
an(_i_cdnécriptioh of men. The people have a rﬁlifgt;‘ﬂto‘va
voice in the set‘tlenu"‘nt of this great question. ’ (’, :

/

<

5Herald, May 19, 1017, p.g. /
MOAIbertan (Calgary). May 19, ,1917,/{>_ 5.
‘ 117 '

o - . /
Lethbrid®e ‘Herald, May 21, 1917,/ p. 4.

. ~ '!8Guide (Winnipeg), May 23:1917. /p. 5. . 11914

/
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The Bulletin viewed conscription with "geheral approval"
" _ -
but was quick to point out that whlle there was. a “df rence of opinion
. as to why the voluntary system failed to produce the required number

ey

. of men," there was '"'no evidchce of any hopeful attempt to revive

it. n120 The alternative for the Bulletin eeemed "to be compulsion or
lelefau'lt, and default is not to be thought of if we still value our Iivb’( rty |
- or our nat1onal self respect "121 h the following \veek tl'm Bulletm »

continued to suogest the lack of volunteers w as the government's,, at

fault 1 22

ing degree of unanimity”v among newspapers on Sir Robei't:Borden s

proposal and pomted out to the Bulletxn and other opposxtxon Journals

4

. 4
“who were crying for the government to "do somethmg" that thcy would

- have only ''petty crltlclsm to offer"123 ‘now that the gO\ernment had
propOSed conscrlptlon The Journal noted the approval of "leeral
newspapers of the standing of the Toronto Globe, the Toronto Star,
the Wmmpeg Free Press and the Vancouve,r Sun. nl24 IYntial reactior;
. in the weekly press of Alberta echoed the opmlons of th( ma jority of

the dalhes _ The’ Red Deer News noted ‘the favourable recephon of the

conscnptlon announcement by veterans and the boys at the tront
"They are the ones that count. The fact that Quebec is mcluded is the

best news of g%’l "125 Other weekly papers wanted Quebec ta contribute

lZOBull(tln(Edmonton) May 10 917, P 13, l2lpg,

122Ibld , May 21 1917 P 4. |
a lBM May 21, 1917, p. 4. 124big.
125

News, May 23, 1917, p. 4.°

)
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-the need for consc
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fir'st:v

When conscription comes Quebec must be.
brought into line first. The other provinces having
made almost incredible sacrifices of their manhood
are in no mood to.stand for any further paltering and
pandering to the disloyal clement in Quebec. The
Government might start with Laval University and

make a first draft og the young fanatics of that hot-
bed of'disloyal'ty. l? : " L

The Vegreville Observer freely admitted that it had

declareéd that "conscription would never Co'r‘nc in this 'country"127 but

now declared that it had changed its opinion.
a b
_ Well our opinion is. quite different now. Under
the circumstances conscription is necessary and inev-
itable and the decision of the Prime Minister must be
met with reac{l;y acquiescence on thie part ofsthe citizens
of Canada. 128, ’ ‘ :

Nevertheless,. the Obsgrver was not abandoning its partisan position

4

and declar_ed‘that nothing had becn done 'by_uth‘c' government since Sir

Sam Hughes quit. When Hughes quit, "'thévgo_\'ermnént wont to sleep

and has stayed asleep until the return of Sir Rober:i Borden from Eng-

land, "129 with his announcement that conscription would be. resorted

't‘o".. | | (30

~ The Redcliffe Review insisted that Ca: - ia should have

had"conscriptign- at the start of the-war. There should bc'no delay
. s . ) dh

and no refcrcndﬁni, n130 declared th(‘_Rexﬁoav. The Chinook Advance

diségr(-e.d declai‘ving that "the government has done well to wait until.

ription became apparcm to almost the whole p}é‘bple.{.

\\\

126 - Q. - e
- Vegreville Observer, May 23, 1917, p- +.

127
Tbid. -

—————

128 R E o N
8 129id. D3OReview, May 24, 1917, p. 2. .

Ibid.
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It has done well to act now. "1-3] The Hanna Hg/!ald congratulated Sir

Robert Borden on his decision. 132 The Red/Deer Advo’cate felt th.alt

selective conscription was overdue and obfjected to a referendum which

- would cause further needless delay. "T ereis little doubt the Govern-
B : o : 2 o
ment ‘plans will have the support of the ILiberal partyr--of the Western

Liberals at any'rate.v”l-j'3 The Alberta Liberal press, vuth the excep— :

‘tion of the Calgary News Telegram congratulated the government. on
its conscrlptlon measure and then ado ted a. low proflle whxle they

waited to see which way Laurier and tHe iederal Liberal party \\ould go.

As Laurier debated wha actlon\;hould be taken, 'he
realized that he was caught beﬂtw‘een ‘the prq-conecription,isvt'and anti-
ccins'cr‘i;)tionists within the iaiberal par His decision was also coin -
| pl.icatea" b? Ber’den“'sv offef f'o form a ‘alitidn gevernmeht‘.'n"‘The prob-

lems of a party faced with a decisigA which could not result in any sort -

of una'nvir‘n‘ity}l,,_'t_‘e'sulted' in the abs¢fice of an official Liberal poiht of view

b ‘master of co'mpro.mise strug"g'led to

‘while Laurier, the tradition

devise an swer The absence of a clear leeral pollcy caused the

- “

Edmonton Journal to observe that "Laurler may: be waltmg for the
Alberta electlon result before statmg his stand. "134 The Journal pre-
‘dlcted'that Laur1er would _declare for coalition if the ConServatives

were to make gains or wm the prov1nc1a1 electlon 135 This view. of the

51tuat10n in Ottawa was not shared by other papers in Alberta A‘fter

l31,AdVan’ce, May 24,'19147,' p. 1.7 . . e
- | ——— ) . . :
" 132
3 133 S , ;
L Advocate, May 25,1917, p. 4.

134 o o 135
Journal, June 5, 1917, p- 1.

Herald, May 24, 1917, p. 4.

Tbad.
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their ~initial épproval of Borden's call for éonscrviption - the provincial

\

legral press notably the Edmonton Bulletm, refralned from 1mmed1—

hy

A ate edltor ]l comment on the developing situation. In th( lull they con-

.“’. 4 ,.,"ﬁd?\ :
IR N T Uy N e A N : N X o .
"tln\éﬂ’d’wﬁd irovincial election battle and simply reported evé¥nts con-
o ;,'-,-'t,%‘;a" o, . ” :
LA he. war ay

ek

The Albertg, election which would be held on June -7
- 1917 was of more immediate  concern to the Alberta press. . Those

papers which were politically committed devoted more of their editor- -

. 1al: space to ‘pfovincial i fhan*_to war ma_tteré. , N_(:\Vwrthesless',v the'
;;'ar did complicat_e the car:.paign and th.e Consegvati\"és,, during the
session of 1917 hold the view that there. should be no election- unt11
the‘soldxers had returned hom{ 136 W hether the calllng of the electlon

involved an insight on the part of Promicr Sifton into the future- for-
M . B . > . . -

tunes of the Liberal party in Canada or whether he was merely carry-
ing on with the ;tradition of an election cvery four years instead of e

\\axtlng for the full term of five years allowed b\' law is dlfflcult to

determine. 137 N(‘verthelt*ss, it certainly was a fortunate. political

move, calling the election bef re conscriptjon :-d th. national govern-
ment,issues ripped the‘LibA_;*a_l.pa‘rty,apaft. Conscription was only one

issue which influenced the c{utcom‘o of"thé prbvincial élection. 138  1he

Liberal CoVernrnent although the clcctlon was not announced until

after thg}_ scssion, had lald thc ground\\ ork for the election. The

e .- ‘

o l361b1d , May 5, 1917, p. 4. 1,37Th¢m'as, p. 171, -
138 : S -
For an exammatxon of this and othe election.issues
see Chapter VlII, 'Albtrta Politics and the War of 1914-18," in L. G.
Thomas, The Liberal Party n Alberta, pp. 154-187.
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announcement of the election was headlined b)f the Bulletin on
y s -

" May 15 139 Three days earlxer the Bulletxrx had carried a summation

~ of the leglslatx,on passcd in the- la/st yearl40 and the issue announcmgl

th ate of th ection as June 7 also contained an adve,rtisement of a.

political meeting featuring Premier Sifton and Mrs. Nellie Mi.cClung.l‘“'

/ .o The L. verals campi.gned on the basis of their progress-

] N .
'ive legislation-and all »  :l1 papers which-supported the government
contained a large one - et insertion--as large as four regular pages- -

BN

T

+ in the regular provincial weekly press. This statement of the "Pro-
- gre‘s;ive _I_‘.'aws Passed by Le#&slativc Assembly” was introduced-as an

"Official Resume of the Acts Enacted at Recent Session,, Prepared by
K

‘J D @unt B A, Clerk of the Leolslatlxe Counc1l S0 that- Everyone
can- Easily Understand Cha'ngesfMade in Old Acts and Scope of New .

Legislation' and every citizen was advised to '"*eep this paper for

future re:l«r . nce. "142‘ ‘ S

Conscription was not a'large issue in the provincial

electaon as other 1ssues related to the war ‘were more frcqucntl)

e

debated. Dumno the electxon campalcm the Conservatxves Lon.tmued

_td'dbject‘to=1hem‘§ct which provid'ed for two‘soldier rcpresem‘_ativcs 'i-n
the Alberta Legisla’tu’re Slnce these two representatl\.cs \w{'rg to be
: B TN : . |
.choscn by Albertans servxng overseas in lleu of votmg n thelr own

- . »
R . . BN

139Bullctm (Edmunton) Mayla 1917 p. 1o

s

l40!bxd., May 12, 1917, pp- 18-19.

l4llb1d , May 15 1917 Pt

ot _ v‘ : 142For a typlcal example of thls msert see thc Glexch(_n : ‘
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constituencies, the. Conscrvatlves contlnucd to.view thlS Act as a gov-

57

! >

ernment attempt to hive thc vote. 143_ The Calgary Herald addressed

-

1tself ""to thc Electors' on this qucstlon

votg“,...
ma'-ttcx: whaL else happene’d thc‘re would bé Al3 -soldier mé;

next House w145 The allen vote questlon provided one of the most vol-~

No vofers list is prepared. Soldiers to the

'numb(r of'about 35, 000 fighting at the front robbed
of their franchlsc and’offered a. _]oke instead, while
hordes of untutored foreigners, many of alien enemy
origin will be driven like cattle to the polls to vote

‘ for Slttoman democracy

4 - ’
vhq:;,

- . L ‘o‘h

Slfton was olten confronted on the issue of the soldlers

In a speech at High Rlver on \/lay 22 his answer wasﬂ"that no -

.

""é;“rs in the

atllc isses of thc campalgn and the Lothbrldg( Herald noted the edltor-

1al posltlon of the Calgarv Herald b\ quotlno thc follo“ ing edltorlal

.
y

There is involved in the Alberta contest» the

clear cut issue as to whether: British people. aré to run
their own: countr) , or whethcr for the sake of keep;na
in office a miserable group of subsidy - ~hunting politic -
ians, forelgners ¢ en thosé of alien enemy birth are

to be counted for !hc r franchise while Canadlans wear-

ing the uniform of their king arc to be 1anorcd That oy
is the situation in Alterta toda\ Thit is the basis upoxﬁ\"
which Premier Sii-»n rna$ called the present electlon
and; by means of wrich he hopes to grab anothcr lease
on power.. -That is ~he principle for which lee‘fal Can-,
didates in Calgar; znd ¢lsewhere must stand :
stand under the. Sifton bz nner. 146 ’

the interval between the passage of ‘the act which prov1ded fo
election of members on active scr\ ice. This left eleven mgmbe-rs who g $
retained their seats automatlcally plus two rﬁbpreserﬁatn es from ovex- ‘
" scas \\ho were ‘to be elgctcd latc - C.A/R., 1917, p. 803 s

"“g.ﬁi.g.',, 1917, p. 804.
144

>0
v

‘Herald, May 22 [1917, p. k.

l'ﬁj E. Stauffer, thL Deputy Speaker, \\;;1

s

- 146Hcrald May 25, 19‘17,"}5."45 |
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it up then'.nl-/}g . | . o - - - ‘

. accounted for his relative- silen

- that the aIien ‘c;ontx"over‘sy wasY,

e - - 58

'The %.ethbridge Herald then asked if:

the. Calga’ry Herald will tell us why leader Mitch-
ner of the opposition has so studiously avoided any
reference to this issue ? Is it because Leader Mitch-

" ner’'is p’laylng fox the large foreign vote in his own con- ..
stltuency and is w1111ng to leave it to his henchmen to
create ‘a*sterich by raising the quest10 in Jltra loyal
,Calg,ary" 147 . ‘

- The Albertan also demanded clarification of the position

L
Ty

of the; ogposnlon leader and suggested that "the time to discuss the -

4

,enfr’anchlsernent or the dlsfranchlsement of the alien was at the Iast
LA .

o

. ; ] .
‘ ‘.,$e5510n of the leglslature and the Conser\'atlves "§hould have brought

3

Actually Mr. Miche ner had statcd hlS p051t10n on

May 24 w hen he denounced '"'the effort of the Sifton uo\'ernment to hive

the- soldler vote as a dellberate plot to nge greater Welght to thc vote

cof the’ allen enemy electorate"149 in- Alberta Mltchner claimed that

the 34, 659 flghtmg men and nurses at the front had been arbif;f}i'rily *

\

lured 1nto two seats by an Act of the Leglslature leavxng thc provmcc

at the mercy of ahen enemles or other naturallztd \otdrs 150 Nevcr—-

theless, Mr. Mltchner remalned falrly qulet on thc subject and some

~of the leeral organs suggested ultcrxor rcasons for thls atfltud( bo{h
‘-before and after the electlon Apparently there V\ere'a consxderable

_number 6f aliens 1n Mitchner's own constltucncy whlch may ‘have

Z.{:{,P: DlSCUSSlOl’] in the press mdlcatcd

%’ X . . Sy

@ d an ¢lection issue. 'The_ Albertan

T}/ﬁfj@

asked for clarification of the Whole que'stion? '

[

147 i, 14 8Albcrtan (Calgar%), May 19 1917, p. 3.

199¢ A R, 1917, p. 804 M0mig.



Do the people ‘who- talk about the ahen vote mean $
the country should’ prevent’ unnaturalized citizens from
voting? They are not permitted to vote now. OF is.it
that they would shut out naturalized persons of alien '
enemy origin from votmg" No person has made this
very definite, and a great d(fal depends actual!y upon .
‘what the questlon means, , ‘

' ) e :

The Edmonton Journal declarcd tha}, the disfranchiseé- -

i s

59

ment of ”all ¢itizens of allen enemy origin" had "never been zipprdv“ed\ :

of by the opposxtlon " athgr the proper pohcy was to go aftegg 1nd1-'
v1duals whose dlsloyalty is falrly open to qucstlon "132 The Journal
,9

Contmued in the same odltorlal to pomt to the xact that’ soldlers \'ote

had boc "hlved" into two const1tuenc'1cs v The dr( bei ing dzscr m1n—
. y

atcd agamst in !avor of thosc of alun cncm\, or'oln to whom the gov-
‘ernment is in many rxdmgs makmg a specml appLaI and 'hergin lies

the injustice of tho 51tuat10n ";;133 Thxs edltorlal cauaed the Albertan

to comment that apparg,,,ntly altcr all the excitement and turn{oil and

trouble and b'ad feeiings abolut thc..statemont_s of the disiranchisement

[y

of the aliens, the Conscrvative party has no inténtion of doing it,

apparently never had any such. ix*x’tén{itm,"l‘34 : o Co e

I'hc L1bv al p051t10n on enemy alu ns was: outlmc‘d b\

A

'

the Lethbrldgc Herald }_ ' o : o I . .

If there are alien enemies \xho are a menace.
to the country they should be in the concentration
camps. I they are naturalized British ¢ citizens who
have become §6 under our laws and constitutions, we
Dave no right %@) ange thcxr status.. They came to

us on our mvxtatlon and to escape thL militarism of

their O\Mhouxltr1(‘4 + Tgdeprive them of their standing’’
a _ ] Gepriv : bt A
S o Albertan (Calgary),‘z\lay 19, 1al7. p. 5. .
. l LS '.' ./ . N - .
SZJournal " May 29, 191 7, p -1 l:)Jl,bid
. Larthan
154

Albertan (Calgary), May 31, 1917, p. 3.
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arbitrana"ly would not be Briti_sh fair play. 155
It was also sﬁggested' that it was a federal matter falling

156

under dominion law. "'If the citizenship of this or any 6ther class

- were to be suspended it would have to come from the Dominion Parlia-

"ment, " d,e‘clared the 'All'ian'ce Tinies,' "not from the Provincial Legis—

lature. 157

The campaign was not particularly exc‘itingﬂ and the out-

. come of the provincia’l election was no surpr-iSe - The leerals

remained in power vnth thirty -four seats, the ConServatlves rece ived

_ nineteen Seats; and the Independents, Wthh mcluded two 'Non—Partisan

membe rs‘, obtained three Seats. 158 ‘The results we_re.not pleasing to

»

all parties and the Peace River Record, a Consr rvative supporter

obJected to the methods used in ‘the electlon o .

Even though returned to power the Slfton admln—
istration cannot hope for the support. of the soldier mem-
bers-after the flagrant exploitation of the alien’ vote
,throughout the province and the contemptible attitude
which Sifton himself adopted throughout the campaxgn
toward the returned soldxers

.

Conservatives also claimed't’hat Liberal workers were
\ X . . K

u51ng the conscr1pt10n issue in - two constltuencm,s—-dra“ ing support for

..

thc leerals by clalmmg that the Conservat1ves were the war party and

were supportmg conscrxptlon of all men of mlhtary age. 160 One of

these constituencies was Red Decr/where Mxtchner the Conservatwe

r
.

. .b‘r‘s'. .‘
v - PPherad, May 21, 1917, p. 4.
-.'156Med1c1ne Hat Weekly News, May 31, '19171"P-- 8.
U ‘ | 157T1mes May 24, 1917 p- 4. I.SBThon{‘;\S\"'p" 178.
_159Ib 4. 160 '

Ibid., p. 176.
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leader was, fighting a tight battle, winning by the narrow r'nargin\of

twenty -th.r‘z‘;_t"m cite s.
Hafelne

At least one Alberta newspapcer commented on

results inl’thjis constituen'cy. .
. Mr. Mitchner, leader of the Opposition, was
- S re-elected by the skin of his teeth., A number of out-
-". lying non-English speaking districts returned a major-
ity for him in the eleventh/hour. Mr. Mitchner will
probably have very little to 'say about di-sfranchi‘séng
T . the naturalized forecign-born voters henceforth. 162

B : - - Of course not all the weekly press concurred with this

!

sutlook.

i The northern polls went solidly for Sifton largely
- if not wholly on account of the conscription cry raised

. by his workers a few days before clection. If this is
. . the plank upon which the Liberal party expects to work
‘ at the forthcoming federal ¢lections it is well that it be’
known. In any event the Consérvatives'ai‘e'warned', in
the meantime we say to our friends in those districts v
that they need have no fear, the Conservatives will deal
rightly ar_l'd‘justly with them. We are sorry that they
should hale allowed a ‘gang of cldction-heelers to fool
them as they did on June 7th. A6 S ’

The naturalized vote was certainly a factor in the elec-
‘tion and the Conservatives were probably justified in their assumption
that most of these,,AYI.er.tans voted for the g'ove_rmnor)t.' As to the

-

. importance of the conscription issuc in the provincial election of 1917,

B

Tt is difficult to determin¢'whether it playdd a large part in determin-

ing the votes of naturalized Canadians. The Canadian Annual Review

for 1917 declared that "'the hare possibility of conscription and the
known oppg)sitiqn of Sir W.. Laurier to it was enough to influence larg v

7.

\_/\:(l:’lg.é.g.. 1917, p\.@z}.

iking News, June 13, 1917, p. 1.

<

.8

"63Mannville Examiner, June’13, 1917, p. 4.
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the foreign natur‘alized‘vote in the province. n164 Nevertheless, it is
probably true that these people would have votéd fo”r the government .
inany’ case and the conscription issue, althodgh the Conservatives:
attempted tvo_ keep clear of it, simpl;r clarified the issue and increased

the resolve of these A\lbertans i support the government. 165
N . :

Following the election, two issues were widely qig.s

cussed in the Alberta press; first, the conscription issue and then
\ B : v ! . K . ‘ '. ’
. ""the Union Government"' problem in which Premier Sifton took grecat

interestflé’6 The Emp‘ress E)Epress- declared that "all intereé"t aside

irorn the crops is focussed on the Conscrxptlon Bxll which hab been '

brouoht before the Domxmon House by the Premier "167 The Express

'also noted that "the general expresSIOn of oplmon was "very diver-

gent. 1168

On June 7, the Edmonton Journal annouryed that Sl!‘

- Wilfrid had ”blocked" the effort to umte Canada against the domma-

_ tlon of Germany n169 The release of the correspondence between Bor— ,

den and Laur1er ‘had revealed that Laurier. had found Bordcn s offcr of
coalition unacceptable. ~The Prern_ier. s_;pyof):}osals_ included .thep'dissolu'-'

tion of lbarliament following-t,he paSsing' of the Military Service\Bill and

r

164gé5 1917 p. soz

165For a‘discugsion of votmg pattern
tions. see¢ Thomas Flanagan, ' g’olltlcal Geography and ‘the
Farmers of Alberta, '""in The Twenties in Westérn. Canada,
Series, edited by S. M. Trofimenkoff (Ottawa: National Mus
Man, Natlonal Museums of Canada, xl972), pp 143 59

166 A.R., 1917, p. 807; s i

167Empress Express June l%

169Journal June 7, 1,917;—-\ ;;‘ 1




atl appeal vto the country for support for the coalition go‘vern'ment'bef(‘nré
the Military Service Bill was enforced. 179 The offer "had been as fair
as Bo:rdofn could make it. “1,7_1 Laﬁrier éould name half the ministers

and have a voice in policy but Lau;x;ier' turned do“h/n. the‘ offer. His rea-
s‘ons.' wex.w not ¢lear, althoug-}; one of his bi-ograp'hers suggests that the

fact that Laurier wouid have to'r“sfand withvBord'en‘in favour of conscript
tion:,v \.\%"itlhout» prior _di(ect;io? from the people i'nb the Eﬁ)rm of a referen-
dum 6r election first, influenced hilsb decision. 172 ‘Borden wanted coal-
ition, the Ac‘t pa.ssed, ‘g.nnd thén an clection before the Act waé enforc¢ed;

Laurier wanted a referendum or e¢lection, then possibly a coalition, and

- finally the Passage and enforcement of the Military S(~rvvicé Act.

The Liberal press was silent no longer. The _Edfnonto‘n}
: ' | <

Bulletin expressed-its views on rumors which stated that Borden was

tryipg~to induce individual Lib‘_l&ral,s who favoured conscription into a

.

)

-,

. oo 1
. . . |
céaht,lon}' government. ,

"Sir Robert Borden announced conscription

- ',/V'a'pparchtly without previously consulting either his A

colleagues or the Opposition. But when he found con-
scription defied by his Nationalist friends in Quebec
and.objected to by some important elements ou: ide
Quebec, he proposed to take some Liberals into the -
Government in hope that they wouid extricate him from
the situation into which he had put himself 173

" The- Bugctih su&in's}ed that Borden beli. red ''in going to

7 l"‘-)For a F‘iscussion of Borden's position sce R. Craig
Brown, “The Political Idéas of the Prime Ministers of Canada, ""in-
The Political Ideas of the Prime.Ministers of Canada, -edited by Marcel:
Hamelin (Ottawa: University of Ottawa, 1 969). : - o -

[} T

—

l?lJosoph Schull, Laurier: The  First Canadian (Tor-

~=0nto; Macmillan of Canada, Ltd., 19&6), p. 58T. .

1721bid.  173Bulletin, June 9, 1917, p. 7.

?
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‘the. country for a mandate' with the support and under the banner of a
coalltxon \\hlch he has 1a11ed to organize. n174 The Bulletm thcn ques-
tloned Borden s leadershlp in an editorial entitled "Sir Robert Borden
should quit. "17/5 On the same day, June 9 the Calgary Albertan criti-
c1zed the method with whlch Borden lntroduced his conscrxptlon legls-
lation and suggested that Borden had pushed some. supporters of con-~
scr1pt1on 1nto the opposing camp by the tlmxng of his. offer of coalition.
Sir Robert Borden made a tactzcal blunder in
the time and manner of offering coalitioni. The time
for a coalition government was at the begmmng of the
war. The time that it was offered was after the last
resort conscription had been decided upon. The gov-_
ernment has conducted the affairs and. adopted a very

extreme policy, and then asked the oppgsition to walk S
in and assume the responsibility- for it, :

On June ll Borden introduced the Mlhtary Serv1ce Blll
into the House. The following day the Edmonton Bulletln admitted that'
coahtlon might be necessary for the lntroductlon of conscrlptlon and'.
agreed that the ‘leader rmust come lrom “the Conservatlv:. Nationalist‘
section as'it is the largest, " but demed Sir Robert Bordtn 5. right to
lead because of hlS blundersA"177 The Bulletm rnamtamtd its-position
concernlng coalxtlon and conscrtp‘t‘lon for the next few dayds Lo

'," :

R The Calgary Herald descrlbed the Mllltary S( rv lk(} B1ll

as an act” that had "been cargfully thought out" and stated that "total

exemptlons are not numerous’ and there can be 11ttl( fault found w1th

o >

the measure: on this score. "17/8 The Herald gave an’ elaboratc

0
. /J v
»

T o - L R ‘
L 1741bd 1 mid. 170 Albertan, June 9, 1917, p. 3.
) 177 Bulletxn June "‘12,,191"7,‘ p7 ‘ / |
_1 :?'Herald,.v-;lun'e 12, 1917, p. 6.- - -
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- explanation of the act/a/ﬁ/d declared that 'we must keep faith with our?

-",‘

brave men in the fu‘mg line. ""179 ¢ the bxll was defeated when the

4

measure camo/to a vote, then thcr( would be a general election result-

,/

'mg in unncces‘sary delay - The Herald suggested that the "Liberals

e

work‘fng to save their party may kill conscription. "180 In the same
g

a

front page story, the Calgary Herald announced that the government

=

was to conscrlpt wealth although e%torlallv the Herald did not seem as

<

L

S R
L . s
conildcnt of the goxernment S programme concer-mn_g the conscription

of wéalth. 181 1rpe Borden government would be g‘asing its oxX'n path-

.
”

. . : .
way materially if it were to deal with this phase of the pdtional -service
. ) o Y, oL 182 /
problem now and in’a satistactory manner. = .
) '/

Western newspapers were not alone in their advocacy of

this issue. The issue of consc ription of wealth"was introduced into the

Dominion House by the Honour:iblo chrgc P Graham who plannc‘d to

move an’amendment to the nlotion to go into sup,)l\‘ n order to give
members of the opposuxon an upportunxt\ 1o ¢ =\prg ss thou‘ views as to

what steps they thought should be taken b\' the government in addition

to thg__lconscrlptlon of men. 183 The Bulletm carricd the actual wording

v

That in the opinion of this house it is desirable
Ps should be taken forthwith by the government
'provxdc that accumulated wealth should contribute
nAmediately and cifectively to the cost of the war: and
toall agricultural, industrial, transportation and

al resources of the country should be organized
_th SO as''to ¢ nsure the greatest pObblblt‘

!

. o Lo 3
Ibid., p. 7. lsofbld June 13, 1917, p. I.
8. 82big. , p. .

3Bullétin (-Edmontun), Junc 1-}. 1917, p 1.
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. assistance to the empire in the war aTgio reduce’the
cost of living to the Canadian people

Other Liberal papers insisted that the conscription bill
' was not inclusive enough and one of the popular demands continued to
" be a call for conscription of wealth and resources.

The Mllltary Servxces Bill considered by’ ttsdl
does not meet the needs of the hour, or reflect the
views of the country. The concurrent conscnptxon of

~all the resources necessary to thé prosecution of the ;

war is the only pollcy that can command I_.lberal sup-
port. >,

The Torontd News agreed \'{/ith the Toronto Globe and

. felt that constrlptlon of w«.alth had.been nghtly disre garded. 186 Sir

James Lougheed, gov: ernment 1eadcr in th(, Senate, de clarcd that the
governfnent had alrea.dy startec.i ort thc; \,'qonscnptlon of &callth,_lé”

Conscription of wealth'"according to the government” suggested the

) - . . . ) B . ' ‘, . L :
Albertar, '"'is the placing of a small tax upon certain exorbitant prof-

1188

its. "That is not our i‘dea- »01’ the conscription of \i'ealth, n189

declared the Albertan.

It amounts to nothing -at all. To suggest that
.the man of money who yjelds a pittance of his enor-
" mous profits, most ofghich are due to'war. activity,
is making a sacrifice Which can be compared in any
way to the Conscrlptxon of man power, 1s toying with
a serious situation. That is no sacrifice at all .
- Let us have real conscriptioh of wealth.

' 185Toronto Globc quoted in thc M dxcxn( Hat “tlkly
News, June 24, 1917, p\. 1. .

1 86T0r0nto News quoted in the 3ulletin (Edlﬂ()lIlOl]),
June 25, 1917, p.- 7. : B
| 187

Albertan (Calgary), June 27 1917, p. 1.
. ‘.f{), . § . .
B 188, bl 3. 1B9pig. 19 ;

d. - °
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. The Bulletin agreed with this position but did not com-
" ment fon the outcome of the discussions in the House. As the Military
: ‘ Service' Bill. maad nearer to the second reading in the House, the

B I : . .
,“,,":"uh';\ i

Bulletin reiterated its pProconscription stand. 191 However, this time

- the'Bulletin denied that coalition  would be necessary for the conscrip-

.

. Ve

% . . ' ot ‘ . : o
tion legislation to be ¢nacted and declared that coalition was now "'out-

~

side the issue. “39‘*‘-"

-

&g

T A coalition Government was not proposed for the

- purpose of introducing compulsory service. Sir Robert
Borden announced his intention of applying conscription
without consulting anybody outside his own party. He
only asked for a coalition of parties to save him from ,
his Quebec friends who do not favor conscripti'on and to
re-establish him in the Premié’rship for another term. 193

The Equ‘nton Journal found. the Bullvtih's ediforial

posi.tion"s.omewhat_ cxaspi’g;frating.. "Why does. Frank Oliver not admit.
frankﬁly.‘thgtv‘h‘is object has never .beon‘ i'o br.ir#g aboﬁt compulsory ser-'
vice, but simply to injure the go‘v(.‘.rnm_ent.?”lg'l demanded the J,ournal.'
The g*ditdrial position of Fhé l»e:idi;lg.'l‘bibgral daily \;'as beginning to

solidify. First, the Bulletin insisted that it stood for compulsion since
) 7 : * * . h T~
AJ

the volunjthryv systb_rn h@d failed; a failure \vhich: the ‘Bulictin h.eld to i)e /

‘t‘he result ofl mi‘sﬁ)aﬁ'agex11cht‘ »on. the 'p_avr“tv of the Borden ‘GO\*‘ernmven_t.

) Furtho'rmc'>rv,“sincc the .Bulletin “\.\"as a sﬁpportor of.Lagfiof, this
dcfna_nd .f‘or éonscri;)tioﬁ \\as .éccomé:mi'od b\ Aa request for a referen-
..dunl .- Second, the ‘B'l;llvitin advoca_tcci conscf'i;ition 0_.1' \vca,hlth"a:s \\~'§11 as
men and finally, th:-'éullt‘t‘in :’)bjéctcd to tl“‘x;c 'Sc-l(\;jﬁi\.'t* bé“s'is of thg' Mili-

i

~tary Service Act, taking grcat"‘exccption to the manner . in Which people

191

Bullctin(Edmonton, June 14, 1917, p. 7. 1921p4q.
" id. 1Mournal, June 14, 1917, p. 4
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would bé excluded from the Military Service Act. 195 'Thro'ughout»the
month o,f June the Bulletin defended its editorial position 'against'the

Conservative press.

,scrlptlon carr1ed 198\1 ']E

P

DR . The Calgary Herald had predlcted that the leerals

';‘,Would support a‘?’eierendurn on the issue of compulsory mllltary ser-

1"“

vu‘:e and was proved rlght in its predlctlon 196 . An amendment to the

v

68’

Mllxtary Ser\ ice Act a‘sking for a referenduxn was moved by Sir Wil‘- :

)
o

frld Laurler on June 18 and seconded by Frank Ollver 197 Laurier

¥

contlnued to pledge the’ loyalty of Quebec if the referendum on con-

ok

*he Herald speculated w hether Qucbt( would

&
<

follow Laurle.r'or Bourassa 1f.vthe referendum was suc‘cessful. "Slr

oS

Vhlfrld s. real hope " annourced the Herald, is "that a refercndum

k]

\vould,-.not, carry L 199

. ' The situation.in Quebec was being aggravatcd by the

‘ reports c1rculat1ng ‘ln Engllsh Canada sgggested ‘the Bulletin. One of

these reports referred to the ”terrorlzlng methods of Quebecers' .who

"were ! threatenlng death to men w ho supported the oowernment"zoo on:

the conscrlptmn issue. The Bulletm also noted the opposxtxon of the -
R .

r'pre51dent of the Domlmon Trédes and Labour Councxl who was

.\ . Dy

appealmg to orgamzed labor to oppose conscrlptlon"ZOI, unlcss there

" was conscrlptlon of ‘money‘and the natlonalrzatlon of mdustrteS out of

»

lgSBullctln(Edmonton) Jun( 20, 1917 p. 20.

i
196Herald June15 1917 p. T

lg?Bullctln(Edmonton) June 19, 1917, p. I.

| 198Calgary Herald, June, 19 1917,' Pl 19bid.
vZOOBuIlctln(Edmonton) June 16 1917, p. 7. 2015
) ' . . "“\\ .

(8]

e, .



thc posn10n 01 French Canadlans toward conscrlptlon "It 1s neces-u

. sary, " suggested the Bullctm, "to go back to the year 1909”‘295 and

themselves. naiionalists

69 .

. which war profits are made. n202 The Calgary Herald denounced this

..stand and insisted that the announcom’ent of the fqrthcoming income -

tax should be ‘enough to silence the govérnmént's critics. The Herald

agreed that no Ananufacturers of war mater:als should be’ allowed to

ma’ke excess profits. 203,

The Bulletin: not only pmnted out that thc re was opposx—

[

tion to conscription as.it now stood, out51dc of Qucvbec, but 1n51sted

that this opposition outside Quéebec was far more formidable than t'hatA'

inside the‘ pro\'ince'- because it was based on the pri;ﬁp@ of equality.

. 'If we are to ha\e compulsion--and we. nc(d it--lct it be com\x)\aon

~.

all around and all along the lme of everyb d and everythin 204
' g Yy ) Y 8-

After ob_;ecnng 1urthor to the sele'ctive basis of con-

. scription on June 20, the Bulletin launchcd into a lengthy edltorlal otn

.

the formatxon oi Canadxan naval serv lC(‘-b) er W 1lfr1d Laurur Slr

W 111r1d s pOilC) was attackcd by a group of men in Qucbec Callmg

w ho ob_)ectcd on thc ‘b_as_xs that "1t;.mcant par—

ticipation by’ Canéd_a', invEuropcan wars. 206 "whep the elections of

1911 were ‘held, the Conag rvative party nladc a sec ret alllanco \nth ?
the N\y,‘ranahsts"‘zo7 in whxgh they d1v1d¢d the conbutuonc ies b;m een

, t.hc;m~ so thcy would not run agamst cach other n a.ny'particular

‘

20214, 203Calgary Herald, Junc 14, 1917, p. ‘6.

204}3'\111‘111).(Edn_]o.nlon), June 16, 1917, p. 7.

205

Ibid., June 20, 1917, p..7.
- 206,

Ibid. 2075, -
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constituency.
o '

A : ) ~ The,attack against Laurler [1n 1911] was to be

not on reciprocity whlch was popular in Quebec, but . ..

on the naval policy, .which it was urged meant con-

scription. ‘Conscription was pictured in hideous’ terms.

So successful was this campaign of préjudice conducted

against-Sir Wilfrid that with Conservative aigd, the o

\anonallsts carried some seventecen seats, and received

"in recognition of_their services three of the portiolios in

. Sir Robert Borden s cabinet.” The Nationalist party .

* '\ instead of vanishing after the election of 1911, gained a
consciousness of its power which'it theretofore had not
had; and the present campaign in the province of Quebec
against conscrlptlon is the loglcal sequence of these
events. 208 Ce : e

y

P
A%

The Bulletln 's rather unxque analysxs of th( failur¢ of

N

Quebec to do her duty was 1ntendgd to gne credence to, th( posuton that
Borden and his colleaaues w ére responsxblo for the suuatlon in Que bec.

Further, it added support to the belicf that Borden only w ant(d a Loall—
tlon oovernment to support his polltlcai\ position asqt was ce rtam that

: . s L fo Ty
Quebec would not 10110\.\ h1m on ‘the Lonscrlptlon 1ssuc : ‘ e e

.

\‘Iean\& hile thf} Mllltary Serwce Bill was pro;n ssing

[ SN o - -

: /
. through Parllament —%n attcmpt was made to. put the L/L‘HSL rxptxon blll

)

N a / : "
oif ior anothcr Six months but the amendmcnt iallgd “han somec beer*—

.

als \oted aaamst it. 209 Rumors wer( c1rculat1no that some: le( rals e

N . ,
- ' N,

\kould also xote awalnst Laurur s refcrendum ame ndmcnt and for th( .
N . . N ’.-.7 - '

\/I lltary Serulce Blll 210"

'

‘

_Thc Bull‘ctx;n objected to Borden's stand against a refer-

@

dym. It statcd that B'orden's 'posiu'on was to allow th’c public to vote,

conscrxpnon but only ll.lhty endorsed Borden as pr( micr as w ll 211

o

Al he Bullotm mamtalncd that the r( fe rcndum was not 1mpossrblv as tln

;._ . . . . L

, 2081b1d 2091b1d . Junc 21, 1917, p. 1.

“Zwrbd .lelbld B T T
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should 'be applx(d where it'is necded. 213 For the Bullt tin this

‘move :,"an arnvndnivni l_(; lh‘g \hlnar\ Service Bill ¢ nlbud\ ing this

"'itv. nZl

Journal‘b%ggested but’ rathcr it was the only way to glve the people a

clcar voice on the mattcr 212 As-far as the Bullctln was, concerhed,

the div 1sutn bct“( cn thc\ members at Ottawa was not as to th( necess-

ity of con5cr1pmon but rat‘hcr/as to th( " adwsablllty of applvmg con—

PR l fpce

scrlptxon \'».l‘thoutvguu*x;D the p{ ople a chanc‘e to eXprc¢ss their apprc‘wal'

or dlsapprova‘l n213 . :‘_',: SR —' Col _.!

. The Bull( tirr contmm d to. -insist that conscrlptlon should

. ¥ ° L]

be applmd where it was ne cd(d and that dcclared the Bullct'm Yis not
in W estern Canada”214 even though thls view s<~cm<‘d to be very *)opuv 4
lar with ncws_papcrs 'publiShbd in Eastorn Canad?. Thc Edmomon

Journal was not 1mprcsa¢d by the BU“.( ‘tin! s - Lry that consuri ptlon

4
,

‘seemed-to mca-n that a LOﬂSCI‘lpthﬂ bill shou]d be, to all Jntents and

e

purpos(-s, sxmpl\ A me asure to compel tht young men of Qucbnc to-

216

serve in the arm} nutxd tln Journal. P(-rha‘ps Mr. Oll\gr mlght
&

idea, " bugg( sud th( Tuurnal; “and ask Sir \\ tfrid’ L'iUI‘I(‘I‘ to DLLOnd
Lo °
Olivar xaxhd to re bp\)nd 1o Ihlb barb b\ hz:. 10( al oppobltxon

prob“xbl} b( causé it was ')ulxtu 1'\1\ cxpedie m to avoid I.urthcr-curnnu'nt

. . K -
i

on this -‘.ssuu.,

- The Calgary Herald on June 28 ayain hinted at thet

o . L : BREES . ’ . i _' .
breakup of the Liberal party. 218yl Bulletin found it “'curius that .

. !
>1a ok /A ..
P id b 77 20l Jane 250 1011 b7
; K " : : o
Ihid. ,j' June. 2o, 1917, po7. -
©215 D N - )
. “l’lbld June 27, 1017, poog 2lopig .
2 pig. .2 LS iycraid, June Y. TITS bl .
, I — T 5 " ES

i . 4

Ry



ey,

°

72 .

¢

" all the lament‘a‘tionlaho'ut the division which the conscription‘bill is

’

making in the L1beral party in Parllament is comlng from Conser\a- '

tive newspapers 219 Indeed it was probably not so strangc as the

leerals were st111 strugghng w1th their stand on the issue. -Thc issue

3

- itself was emotlonally charged and papers. often made appeals whith

would certalnly find receptlve ‘ears in some segnlents of the popula—

tion. The fOIIOW1ng excerpt from the Edmonton Bulletin w ould exem-
. _ - 3
pllfy thls ) - " '

Why should an Alberta mother who\Ks volun-
tarlly given -one boy to his country be. forcedtd also

 give the other boy in order that a mother in 'some other *
part ‘of Canada marg‘e"};cx}sed from giving either of -
her boys" Partlcul/arly as the leading member of the

’ Government from the prO\ mce Of QuebmayﬁhWﬁS— —_— e ————

no need of imposing that double sacrlflce upon the one,
in order to excuse the other.

Other .issues tended to complicatc tho Con5cription 1 e

“even further. Senator Landry sug_,gestcd that Parllamtnt ‘had no right .

to pass the conscrlptlon bill'or any othcr b111 10r that matter as the

llie of Parl‘lament had expl'red.' 221 - This was a question w'hich W..5 to

L -

“be resolved in July An exttn51on re solutlon was propos(d whnh

would ask the Brltlsh Gowernment to extend Parllam« nt for one vear

,to Octobcr 7, 1918 222 The rcsults of thls vote, although thc r‘-solu—

tion carrled elghty -two to 51xty two,, wcrc COHSld(,!ZCd lnSUffl(_I( nt o
e SRR : —

- justify an extension and an electlon was predicted.” The v_ofos wer

LI

'lar'gely_a‘long party lines but six Liberals vated for extension while 51\

-

Conservatives voted, against the motion. 2_23 The Calgary Herald aoted

N : . ‘o y )
. - . 4 . /
. B b ! c. .

ZlgBulI(tm(}:dmont(m) June 29, 1917 p. 7. 22004,
. 221

Ibid.. p. 1. 222[piq. . July 17, 1917, p. 5. -~ =

—

223Ib1d July 18, 1917, po 1. . B
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the reluctance of 't:he.-vL‘ibcxj: $ party to votc for an thcnsxon and held

', >. S
‘

T the reéu_l;t..:;Moi'.edve'-r' the Herald sug-

gested that thc leerals had turned down anothcr chancc for Yoluntarv

a
g

the Libe'r‘als‘- f'esponsi:blé :

onllstment which thcy wanteyd e L T

. / d

Sir Wllfrld Laurlbr ha,d a goldcn opportunlty -
‘ptésented to him:in the’ statement of Premier Borde..
to the effect that he would be willing to consider a -
final appeal for voluntary enlistment, prov1ded it were .
understood the courtry,’ were not to be plunged into a ’
;Deneral election at once . .
© It was. all up to Slr Wllfrld and Sir Wilfrid

73

failed. 224 . . . o o

C Indecd Bordcn announccd on July 18 that ‘he would not
. _ . : - p
- ask the Brltlsh authorltlcs for an e\tcnsmn ‘of Parllamgnt 225 The

Fl

quostlon oi cxcmptlons also came up for dlS(UbSlOn in tlu Drc“a, The

i‘ - ; .
L.ethbrldge Herald (alled again_lor t}g_e c.\f(-mption"of coal mincrs and

farmc‘rs. If "consc'r.‘i;lgi’on's chief a.{m is to raxsc 100 000 men for

2eny

: r(mfor«,yr{“uts, " t,h( n "thm se must'gonn from the slackcra engaged

[ - ‘.‘.

in occ upatlona not mu, ssary: for w nnm‘g the war, 226 ubi:er\x;d:thq :

Herald. o ;
o Tlu niatta rofexd n)ptlon:, was discussed in tn& ‘Dorin-
@,;“- - . s
mn Houa( and 1t was propumd tha.;anrmer:a be exc ludodjgg_om the Act.

o .
. B > S

ZZT, -
b4

Mmghv , ho\\,c\'cr, msxst.(-d,thal 1t was 'not necessary to..dctail c-'xe'rn-o—-.

- . A

i .
'tmnb ux thlb ty. pc as t}u clause was general nld it \\ould be botur to
- N : (3 *

lmt Hyv trxbux‘mlb (h cide, 228 I\l e rlhnll\ba, the quve :txon of the nature,

of thv‘ excmptions whirh. would a oly to. farmers (ohtinucd to be a
) A I : 1 d apply _

N . : . v
. . . . o

2odbid, . 220bid.  220Herald, Tune 28, 1917, p. 4.
’ ey | ; R,

. Imll(tm(l dnmnum), July 11, lalv. p. 1.
| 22 a[bld_ - j .
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74

clonteﬁ,t.iou's' 1ssue in the federal house."z29 The farmers in Alberta

. wezk‘e 1ndé
v o '-’i'

call for conscrlptlon of wealth as well as men. The posxtlon of the

fcoﬁ*cerned abbut this issue and the U F.A. contmued to

- U F. A as stated by its Board of Dlrectors follows. .

s 2

/ Resolved that we, the Board of Dlrectors of the
- United Farmers of Alberta, in executive meeting :
assembled, . hereby affirm our belief in the principle of’
the selective conscription ‘of men to carry on the war
and the conscription of wealth for the same purposec.:
We also pledge our support to the government in an -
effort to intelligently and prudently carry into effect , ‘
, the/ conscription’of men for this purpose, but in con- - g
nection with and at the same time as that effort is made
Wwe insist that the government put into effect a systu“h\
atic, just and equitable scheme of conscription of wealth S
of the whole-country. It must be understood, however, .. .
that this' scheme must embrace the conscription of
“wealth of-all the ‘men and 1nst1tut10ns of the Dominion.
“The rate at ‘which these incomes are asses:ed must be
\ 1ncreased as ‘the mcomes increase. & ; . -
, :

(The Edmonton Bulletln approved of tht, U F. A. call for.

\

scrlptlon 01 wealth and suggested that if there ‘was no tlmt‘ for a '

>

um on the such ct pcrhaps the governrnqgm should 1ntr0duce .

conscrlpt on at once, not when thc electw@ were over The Bull(tln -

v v \ .
suggested hat if there was\tlme for an efegtlon thcn ras also timc

for a rcferendum 231 Thc Edmonton Builetm noted that penaltu—-s for

-

1nfrmgement of the Mllltary Sc rvice Act cove rcd publu spvaknng nnd o

publlcatxons v~h1ch obstructed thc law 232 'th quostxon ot pre ss coens
sorshl was dlscussed and the Bulletin was unhdppy wnth thL rosult

_ The Bulletm prvdlctcd that thc Act would not be LﬂlOTC(d falrl) .md

: yo ‘

- R .
. T E . i
PR ‘ - . ~ . . e e

229Med1cme Hat W‘(kly N( ws 'Ju:ly 12, 1‘)17,’;). T 3

. July19 1917, p-d. . T
/. ) ) 231BU11(lln(}.‘,dm()nl_()n) July\ 12 1917' p. 1. 23é1b1d~ \Zl. '—‘,- k
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po:nted to the dxfferences between Quebec and the rest of Canada‘

“."Look. at Quebec-—newspape rs and 1nd1v1duals are suppressecd else-

where but Governmcnt alhes go, qnmolcsted n233 Nevertheless the

pcnaltus for obstructmg the Conscrlptlon Act 1ncludcd suspensmn for

m.wspapers who publlshcd "artu_les derogatory t&:.h( Act, 1234 I}rle

@

Bulletxn objected to thc amendments whlch werc introduced to curtail

Free Speech and thtg-?Fr‘eedom~ of- the Prcss and congratulatcd"'\hch-

r

olas Romanofi Borden 1235 Throughout July the Bullc tin contlnued to

-
hammer away at th( Borden Governmcnt
_~Mcanwhi1c the Calgary Herald suggestgd that the Hon—,
. R . ‘_.‘ L _ B o~
c')uArabl'(*.Fra‘n_k Oliver was '’ maf\mu a namecfor himself w huh w 111 not-
be crndltablc whcn hlSlOI‘) of tlu war 1s w rltte "236_ Fr 'ml\ Oln(r
'declarod tha Hn rald , (\hlblls ”bltt(l‘ ammosny to. anythmb Conber\a—‘
» . ‘€ 8 ot
tl\ ¢ ‘and consaquently opposcd th( Conacrlptlon Act! ruiardlg ss of
an)thmg “237 The Herald was runnma out’ of patlcncc o
_— ' Mr. Olqu is g,cttmg to be an old man and fmuch
“ " “may be Jtorgiven in an old man whose past rcecord is one
of merit. But there is a.limit to p{ltlant even with the
-old man when he 15 becoming a nuisance and Mr. Oll\vcr-
1s rapldly appro(uhlné thg llnn’ 238 : ‘ B
» . , : o | .
// ; 'Iha Bulle tin d( cla rcd tlmt to win l.hg ‘'war and to.win
the clection’ '33" w uuld be the Libe ral stand. “'Undir Laurier we will
) i ,_.,;',1"3 : \
bed July 17. lql{ P 7 : . T By o
3“’Modmm Ha't \\.(u) Nuws, July 19, 1917, p. 7. =~ .
: : “'53@\111@111(1 (lmumun), .Iuly 25, 1917, p. 7o August.l,
117, p.‘-l.' ‘ : v . o e
¢
230, Hat rare - 23 ,3\‘ Lo
" ”x rald, July.. 12,1917, b o bed . CThid, o
, Bullclm(l{.dmumnn), July 21,1 917.1 P 7 e

-
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fight, n240: de’clai‘ed the '\Bulletin The Bulletm was of the oplmon that

“the Conscrlpnon Act lnrrmged upon the pe1 sonal hberty of 100 000 of

the c1t1zens of Canada B
\

W1th the electlon, rxoted the Edmonton Journal tho _

people of Canada W111 have a chance to turn out the government whzch
: o< ot

proposes "to 1n1’rmt,e on the perbonal 11berty of 100 OOO df its c1t1-"‘

re

| zens 241 Further, they may J _. N

pPlace in office Mr. Ohver S twisted leader Slr Wllfrld
- Laurier, who according to the lcadmg Liberal newspaper
of the west is "1nﬂe\1b1y opposed to the compulsory:.
enlistment of mankind immediate or remote. " There is
no auto sracy in.Canada. If the people wish to do nothing
‘more in connection with the war, they will now have the
opportunity to realize their w1shgs by_ returmng Sir Wil-

...~ fridLaurier and Mr. Oliver. R : B

¥l te ) :

‘ ~ On J'uly 25 1917 the Bullctlm noted the passagc of tm

\/hlltary Servx(c:e Bxll o Twenty twod_nberals voted with the government:

Lv‘/

conscrlptxonlsts the total vote being 102 to’ 44 243 Bbrden had suc-
E ceeded in passmg the Mllltary Service Act. Would he be _able‘ to obtain

" a coalition to \en{Orc_c_ this Act?

w
- - : N S . ) : -
. l.‘ . ‘ . . C L4 .. ‘, - - "Ao
2049 241Journa1 July 21, 1917; p. 4.
q . .. ' : ‘ v.' st - . .. : . . . ) . : ’ k
o 24 _ IbAid. 243-Bulletin (Edmonton), July 25, 1917, :p. 1. .
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. CHAPTER IV

o

T CONSCRIPTION AND COALITION

‘e

v

-3

' the House ox Commons poht!cu«ms were

'\JJ 4 u:—:.

" As the Mllltary Service Blll was bcmg mtroduced into

g1v1ng serious corsxde ration

.to anothor lssue 1or the urst umo Although agltatlon for some forr

. [ Iy .
A s . 4 )
-

'-01 natxonal or w in- th{ l\\ ar aowcrnm( nt had e\lsted fo'rvs'ome time in

¢ /

_Canada it d1d not becomg an acce ptable alu rnatlxe to the majority of

Canadlan publxc men untll aftc xr th( announc(mcnt oi ConS( rlptlon by

, L

fthc Prennc Earhcr suvgo& stlons of oalltxon had bccn r(_]ectad by

:both pohtlcal partlo H‘artlsanshxp had over rldden tlm~ call for

atlonaL gox ernm¢ nt bv s\)rnc mt mbers of both partw and the prc:s

. Onl\"'utor the mtrodu\tlon 02 tho \‘Illxtarv Sor\u S Bxll mto the ‘House

,A'\\as Bordc actlu ly ln\ ol\ad in alu mpts

ment and \\hclher h/\\ab xnou\aud b) polnu al nec c:sn\ or by a true

T

to forrn a Loalltlon govern-

"

'

n.dosxrc xor a rcal w ar gove rnm\nt ¢ omposod ol thc be'st men a\j.ailabl-u

S s opm n to dcbau and althou vh the lattcr Lonalde a'ti’u’hi_ is-prubably ‘Ihc..

[
b

1'~_C'OI“!"(.“L"‘_[ on»’e,, th( pulnu al bL ne ms \\vr( obnuu:—.- ;I e

'

W

Vv -

)

L xno\ lTl( nl Ior a uhxtmd 50\( rnmm rLt as’ a
. . . N EN

'and poxnta.d uul lhht b\ \la; ol 1014 some

ST S
% LR s e L
e \rshd ain Brn"}mw }- r.mgx R \u w Zc.tland
- ,")
2 . - ( e - ;

AY o v

CL lRob( rt Cr(nk Brown ‘and R”n*nbav Cook E‘Dnad’a, 1896-‘
1921: \ Nation Transtormed (Toronto: MgCh 11And and

1971) \,>607,0.
> :
TC.AR., 1917, p. 353,

I Tiiu Cahadxah -\nmnl Rc\w\\ xor 1‘31/ do:u rxbod tln ‘_
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and polltlcal strenoth"3 and demanded his restgnatlon Demand for a

78

At the start of the: war there had been an apparent harmony in Parlia- -
'}ﬁient and some.rﬁ/ern"b"ers'« predicted a lull in party strife for the war>

period. Thls restramt 1rom actxve dlssensmn d1d not last and by

-

1916 and through into 1917 the beera&: prcss denounged Bor,deri "as

slo“ ‘in thouuht and pollcy, lacklng in all 1n1t1at1ve devoid of personal

o

cnange-ln government’ was not 1in1ited to Canada, nor was the desire

for a change in leadership. . Sir Robert Borden was the only original

.war pré{nie’r,in the world except for M. Radislavolf of Bulgaria. 4
Neither the Conservative party nor the Consérvative -

press were strongly advocating Union or national government at the
. . e , - R -
beginning of 1917. Thev were su'spifi(_)us of the Liberal journals which’

.

o ad\ ocated tha‘t course of actlon and mdeed had lxttlc easdn to I'cc-'l-

“otherwise as the Libe ral press contlnucd to” attack the govornpu nt. >

\/Iany Conser\'atn es rooarded »tho demandeor national gov ernme nt as a:

. A .
plO) of. mcmbcrs of thc opposnxon who s:}gxply)wanted to obtain: Ofil(‘(
! .
» . . o
It was urged by such vigorous COHSL TV ative

Journals as the Wi innipeg Telegram that the Conserv-
ative Government had subordinated party to national
war purposes andgwas, therefore, a National JO\.’('rn—'

" ment; it was claimed that if Sir Wilfrid Laurier ‘would
not jein in such a simple national project as a united

" appeal for enligtment and war servife it would bé
quite impossible to obtain union upo\all the Lomph\ :
issues dividing the two parties : :

IS

Ibid. o, T e

Kd

&
Among these attacks w;ro the financial ériticisms ol

" the Torontd Star, the. vigorous onslaughts of the Toronto Globe upon

~Mr. Rogdrs/ and the continuous criticism of th¢ Borden Gow roment
by the; Reglha L(~ddcr and the Edmonton Bulletin.

556.
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'I“he'Co'nscrvati\:fcs ;cgarcied";c‘oél,itibn without Sir Robert

Borden at the helm >to be out of the qﬁéstion.~ The alternative of Sir ‘ .

Wilfrid or some _unknbwn Liberal or Conservative \‘;'ouid not be _aqcépt-

ablc to‘ thc‘ party faithful avs it could be construcd as a. victory for thc

lec-_rals. Partlsanshxp entered the matter at all stages I'Voxl' obviously

if new prople erc'to enter, thc§6vernmeni, some of the old guard

. \\"odld be}forced'{-i)u dc part. Thlslmadt dx'scussuna within the Conserv-

ative party pohtxcall; L\plusn ¢.and 1ndccd was the most ubvzous parti-

san reason for not op; nly sui)portlna an alt’urnah\m 1o t\hgi ;,)r'cécin.t |

.

Aadmxmslrnthn
N . . X . . A p
+ Coalition up until the beginning of 1917 'had been, as

far as the prcss was concerned, almost exclusiv L\l\' a Liberal propa-
ganda move, althou-rh it re ceiy cd some support xrom W. F. kIaclean

+ and the Toronto World, f!‘_om Sir Clifiord Sifton'and the Nanitoba Free®

.Press, and from other ¢lements not firmly involved in partisan poli-
tics.7 . ’

One of the first Liberal ad\'ocatc s of Lnlun gu\x rnment

N . - /’«'

was the Otta\\.i Frée Press cdxtmd b) E. \orm:m bnnth \\h ch, on

\ o . . E l,~,-

July 10, 1915, declared that: - S .

the formation of a D_L)Xl'iiil‘;k?l Coalition Jovern- L
- ment, under Sir ‘Robert Borden, if it is so desired, e
would be the truly patriotic thing 'fér Canada 'sle_admg B
-statesmen to bring nbout :lty:xo__tx;, for the Empire |
and palrmtu for Canada :

- —— — s o jx /
7”)!(.1 : T co Y ‘o '.t. / . ' E : “."_
o Olm\\.n _} r\{".v' Press, July 10, _l\_"lS.. g\ro}vd in C AR
1917, p. 557. Cw . . T :

» . .
’ ¢
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1

'governvment_, declai‘i‘ng on January 4, 1917, "Therec should-be no ﬁarty

in-office at.this time.'" The Star advocated a non-partisan war admin-
istration and suggested that if Sir Robert Borden brought about this

- change, "it would be the end of his troubles and the beginning of his

usefulness: "9

<

The Manitoba Free Press saw national government as
- - . . ’

’

‘the only means of increasina the war effox",t.
A umted National Govcrnmenl is nnport"ml
United action by the whole country is more impor -
tant. The former is fundamental because 1t 1s the '
only \vay oi eifectmg the latter. .

On May 16, l9l7.thoe Toronto Star although c‘unt‘iﬁuiﬁg.

to cr1t1c1ze the Borden gov ernment for vmelhcxcncv, i‘nq:a-pacilv, and
. !

\veakness, v expressed the oplnlon that thc countrv would lollo\\ Su'

7

‘Robert Borden lf he W ould "institute food CO&II‘Olb put the \hllua Act

'1n force and reorganlzc_ Shlp bulldlno w1k %o days later tho-Star

- ‘?‘
again recognlzed that the oraamzatxon of a norrlpartxsan government
was the oreatcst need. 12 The Toronto Glob( was direct in its «censur ¢

‘of the Bordgn admlmstratlon

The fallure ot the Bord(n ‘\dmn’ﬁsl.r. 1un was
"due to the absence of state smdnshlp and the lhk ol

“moral stamina and that in everything that erffedis the b e
successful prosccution of the \\}ar and tlu welfargof
N . S
- - ' . . . ~ \::.'»‘:‘
: ‘ N SO T

- "Star, January 4, 1917, quoted in CoA. R., 1917 };ﬁpab
- IOFrec Press, January 6, 1917, quund IntC. AR,
1917, ps 557. For a discussion of-the attltu.de of the Manitoba Free
Press see Ramsey Cook, ,The Politics of John Dafoe and the Frio

‘e

Press (Toronto Umvcrsxty of Toronto- Pr( ss, 1963), p. 687 _‘
' Star,' May- 16, 1917,, qhotvd.in C. A R., 1917, p. 560..
12 A S |
Star, May 18, 1917, quoted in C. l 5 , 1917, p. 500.
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thu people the Bordcn Government has signally {sicd]
failed to express the national mind. 3

N

b N
Whilc the Liberal press appearcd to at least prefer con-
scription'and coalition, - the attitude of offxc1al Liberalism r(mam(d

L()Ol to thc 1dca of Loalltlon and d(‘CldI‘Ld for thc future in terms of

party polltlc 14 thcml party rvactlons did not refle (t the grow1nu

¢ nthusmsm for national goy ernment amon th( populatlon A better

N

lndlcatlon of the gencral IL‘vlln;’ in the country was attem; *od by the

Toronto Star which, publi'Shod rcplics 'fr‘Qm prominent people across

’

- the country to the.Star's vnquiry whether the tirnv héd arrived ¥dr a
truly national go\'c r'nmunt Thu:u contacted re plud 70 percent in the
anlrmatlw 15 On Iwbrunrv 3 the Star publxbhvd rcol s from sixty-

five prommcnt we stern Cmadmns vol these, 80 puercent replied in the

16

affirmative.
Agits ation for a national government Ulllbldt‘ of the- press

«continued to grow.’ V'irmua organiz; tll()na de len d the m:; l\( s behind

a win-the-war gov&Fnment. \'& m-thv-;\ Ar mectings Were held across

oo

‘

the country #nd local win-the-war gr}ups were established.  This
movement culminated in the National Unity Convention w hiyh met in

Montreal on May 23-75 with five hundred _(1( cgates pu sent. A Win-
the -War and Canadian Unity League was 1‘L)rm,i-d with .. T, Gagend, .

v

Montreal, as President and Frank W tse . Toronto, Sedretary -
S
Treasurer. "_l !

s

~)

ESIE
AJ'

D3Glabe, May 5, 1417, quoted in C.AVR], 19170 .

.R.. L1917, p. 557

l“bt Star I"vl)x"\x ary 019170 .quoted in CUoALR.L R I S L)

: i TCAR 11T b se0. T
. // e ] oo o . ~ :




_Succeés for the league in Alberta, however, was under

-

question and the Calgary Herald gave advance notice that the¢ "Win-the-

0

War Convention proves failure as far as Alberta is concernéd. w18 Ny
'o'f.ficial representati\'es {vould'be attending from the s'outhcrn' half of -

thc prO\ ince as notice for the con\entlon had been too short and it was

[

felt that the western delegatlon would be outvoted by the East. 19

Agitation b)/ thc Alberta press. for natxonal government

N
>

was centered in“the editorial columns of the Albc,rta dailies.. The-

.

‘unanimous support for the war initially" brought about a brief lull .n

political‘an;imosity in Alberta. The sub-hcad_linc df the BLillctin on

October 9, 1914, “Partisan Politics suspended in Alberta Legista- -

20 . :
ture, "'© expressed the sentiment of the members of the leglslature

eoardmg the war as d1d thg unammous acccptancc of a. motlon mtro—
duced by Prcmler Slfton two weeks Iatgr ¢expressing.the 'support and
the’ loy’alty of Alberta in the war. 21 Although \'arious nc\vspape rs and

L 2Toups: chlarcd a polltu al, trucv tlQ actual lull in politic al (!Cll\]t)
s‘f}‘ o

gl s

was usually very brlel and partisan politics er—nmd a xcaturu of the

provincia'l political sc-g-nc for ﬂac durati‘on: of. the w:u:‘_‘ -
| As ‘the \\’a»rv.p‘rogrc ss«;d; the p’réss‘of :\(.lbc rta reflected
thc de‘epeningb_c onc c.r; of the 'Canadinh' pcoplc ()\’,L;f ‘th_c-{’wa rA., The
: _leh&r_thy casﬁalty»lists'.fo.lluwing the Battle of Ypm s and t]h‘u use ‘,‘Iu’l'

pmsqri gas by‘thL SGermans in A.pr.ll ox 1915 broubht t'hy nature of war

hom( to.the Canadxan pc opl< T'h( Edmonton Bulletin called for

~

H(rdld \Aay 17, 1917 bl 5 M.

-ZOBullc ‘tin- (Edmont(m) O(tt_-pb(-r 9, 1914, p. 1.
lebid: , Qctoﬁor Z._O,j\/,_l«‘)l»?},, P l'.. S ..
N "' . . . y o -
. ..
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€o-opceration and an ¢nd to differences in an empassioned editorial:

We know now what the meaning of war is, of what the
people of older lands have been enduring for mornths,
and how and why it is that. they have. subordinated
cverything to the one thought of beating the encmy.
Who with the vision of that wild charge at Yprcs before
his mind wants to talk of politics? Away with such
trifling! This is too awful a time to fritter away"

‘money and energy in party warfare. ‘There is only one

pProper subject before the Canadian‘ people today: the.
war. And whoever sceks to'divert their attention and-

“effort from that is an ally of the'enemy. The men who

fell at Ypres have pledged us with their lives to devote ™ ¢
ourseclves singly to the causce for ‘which they died.

The Bullvtin'sF;'ad\'ocation of co-operation did not, how-

Cver, carry over to the idea.of coalition which 1t described in the foll-

OWIng. terms. ) et

:government at this stage »¢f the proceedings.  So it

Some.of Sir Robert Borden's parliamentary supporters
think it would be a good scheme to form a coalition - ;

would be--for Sir Robert and the party that has to )

"answer for the last two years. -

It will be time ¢nough toralk about coalition
govérnment in Canada when the toalition government

of Great Britain ha s shown that 3 mixture of ol and
Wiater is an improvement on Both. And when the Bor-

~den government has shown that it has anything to put ,

Ctie s,

into a)gft)alltx:m other than an accumulation or liabili-

Py

PR While other western ©iberal Newspapers agreed with

the Bulletin's criticisnm o the Rorden quvernment, they did not agred
2ove To g2

- -
5

“with the Bulletin's bosition on ¢ valition.  During 1916, their main con-

-

¢erns were the inadequacie s ot the Borden governmient and no Alberta.

s -

paper, Taunched A concertéd effort for o nstional govérnment until 1917
o Ll . , _

As the year 17 0pencd; the campaion for Wnion gove

croment beean. The leading \\'g\st(~x‘p Liberal organ, the Manitoba Froe

DYV

>0 - ' » >
TTIbid., May 3, 1915, v 4. = hid.

a
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L . s S ° - Lo 4/ A . . ks Bl .
these people of their votel; ”82 B - - Yol !
I/ : . v : ! : . »
l R : On F(.bruar\y 21 the govcrnment s announcement of the
Q

organwatlon of Soldlers of thc Sq‘\l wh)ch wals 1ntended to orgamze

2
twcnt-ey flve thousand school boys for work;on the farms was welcomed
v : .
in the Alberta press. 83, [n partlcular that sectlon of the Alberta press

whxch Stgpported the government was pleased with the government's

,) .

actlons WIth.res ect to the exemptlon of farmers The Lethbridge’ Her-

8

' ald observed on Fegruary 27 that although the r%ajority of exemptions

"~

o

t\o date had been glven to farmers they would have to report to dfstrict

FI t P R

£ reglstrai's in May and in '\oxember to proxe that t?y were bona fide

N

: . N - ' ) ._ s
\ . g ." .."_‘.L_ . - oo . ",\':\ ) R X . . “n . ?
‘ LEREE S [ :
B N For/a few \»e(ks 1t appeared that the issue was settled.

'E-hc flrstfmdlcatxon of a reasse ssment by the :‘-\lberta. pPress was con-
' ’t’am(d in an artlcle 1n the Edmdnton Bulletm on Aprll lZ
' \ .
‘announced that all farmers who were e)éempted \vould have to, re'po-rt

——

and shov\ what they had done,@o deser\e .exemptions. 85 On the follov -
LnB day the Bulletm re ported a rumour that all < \emptlons would be

.\:“ ‘ thmm"ated for class one8® and on- :\prll 15 and 16 the Alberta press .

— o

i

. \ f'l' . . . e ' N ) ‘ . “:
e - ' o
| Co . 8240 ran (Calgary) Februady 21, 1918, p7 3.
‘;;?; e e T ‘
B - s L 83Bullet1n (Eémonton) February 2,1 918, p. 1;. Alber-
e -tan (Calgary), F¢ Bruary 22, 1918, p. 1. ) = 3
T Hdald, February 27, 1918, p. 1. ‘
. :‘, 5 L3
B 3.8 Buuenﬁ, Aprll 12, 1918 p. 1
.y .86y " o7
v lbld , Aprll 13, 1918 p- 1 (
. .w‘ .‘.:»':‘_-. P 8 . o . s
o T ' Calgary Herald, "April 16, 1918, p. 1; Medicine Hat
News, " Aprxl l?, ,l918 NB S v .
- o e , , !& . '-l e RN .«
, . .

- . C g
, ‘Y?h% Bulletin .

: carrled the shockxng“’h(\\ s ﬂjat all e\emptxons were indeed cancelle'd». 87
X v
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On Apr11 17 the Bulletm outhned the pr1nc1pal changes under the new

N -

Order Ln COU?CI]. It called out all unrnarr”led men and w1dowers w1th-

- ‘a 1. .
out chlldren between the ages of tWt.nty ‘and. tw?nty f’n ce. All nineteen -

~

year old males were to reg1ster without gelay and all young men as-

Sthey reached the age of nineteen came under t_he I\_/[xlxta:‘y .Servjlce Act.”

’ . ’ ¥ - ’ b v‘ ) - e ' -
Q’It proposed to call out, under treaty, citizens of foreign countries resi-

~-

‘ ekceptlon. The Minister of Mlllna was’

A}

88

dent in Ganada gcjr service in the same manner as British subjects.

On -April 1g Sir Robert Borden moved a..re solution which

”

asked Parliament to sanction the Order in Council referred. to above. 89

[y

'Parliament was asked to give the Governor in Council authority to call -

Y

out the men ot any age in any class and to: abollsh all e\emptlons 1n any

f

case. In effect the Order in Counc1l r e poM

ved all,n-\emptlons w 1th one .A ‘

‘en authority to grant exemp-

.tions to men whd had relatiVes at‘the front. Even men who had obtained

-

: . g | : ‘ - . - 7 ‘, Sl . : . . :
e'xemptions— in England and returned _home were recalled, provxdlng they "
were physxcally f1t " The drastlc actlon was taken because of the seri-
ousness of the situation on the western battlenelds 90 Premxer Borden

ad:rutt{e 1at the‘,r_egulat\lons would lnvolve some hardship on the part

“

of individuals but insisted that it was a:b,iﬁoluteiy necessary. 91
. / - Laurier objected to the Order in Council, claiming that
it was a wide departure from the’Milit’vary Serwvice Act and also criti-

. o,

‘ c12ed the faxlure of the Act in Quebec Other L.lberals were #much more

—
.-

\

: 88Bu11etiﬁ’(sdmomgn),' April 17, 1918, p. 1.
89c A.R., 1918, p. 460, . »\.’- |
s 90 Albertan (Calgary) April 17, 1918, p. 1.
' {0
91 : : ‘ N

,_C___A_.E., 1918, p. 460.

y\ :-_
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' \ ' ! .%
specific in their'_ob_jeeti s. An 'amendrnent to exempt .farmers was e
.moved and defeated as was a.nother amendment which would have |
; bdeld‘?ed the 1mp1ementat<3/n of the Order in Councu Thc Prem}e‘r s {(

motion was passed 114'to 65 votes.‘gz— Needlc §s to say this Order in

K N
s in the callifno of men to the colours

-

as the grounds for. exemptlon Were now extrcmely hmlted

Council ne'ce's'sitated other ehange

Reaction

-
. to the llmltatlon of e\emptxons however " was not as constrained
: " P
. In Alberta, the-. press gener, ry supported Borden S move.
Lrhe w1th§ rawal "15 Russla &om the war and the transter of 5 Jerman ‘.
troops to-the western front had” trlggered consxdc rable dlscuSSIOn as' to
. where the ant1c1pated German offensive would occur in the sprma of
‘1918 Many pap€rs concluded that it would be at Ypres where the N
Cana_di_ans were now.,holdmg the llne. 93 ThlS spring offensive had
<]
prec1p1tated Borden s decision that the ~provlslon o; turther men ior
. Q’ne allxed forces was absolutely necessary ThlS action had been urged L
_ ) . ¢ o
'by Lloyd qeorge in a telegram to theGov ernor-General on -’\prll 1 ‘
As already announced we propose to ask Par— L
- lian. at to authorize 1mmédlate measures for ralsm7 -
fresh forces. T would al'so urge the Government of ‘ T
Canada to remforce itd heroic troops in the fulle )
possible manner, and’with the smallest possible dblay.
Let no one think that What e\?%n the remotest of ou / =
- Dominions can now do can be too late. Betoreothxs -
' campaign is flmshed, the last man may count. - ‘
; . . :
o The Canadlan _government also faced the problem ot Que»
"bec's enorthous numbcr of appllcatlons ior t\empt)gn and the larﬂe
92.. T ' - S . S e .
Ibid., p. 461. C ' R

®

-

93'In actual fact the Canadlans were located in the Lens-

Mericourt sector, south of Ypres and outsxde the area of the uerman
" attack. -

’ C.A.R., 1913.‘-'.»{)... 460 - , v o | |
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| nurnbers granted‘by local’tribunals. On Aprll 5 Premlcr Borden. Q .

A‘\

stated that "m many parts of that Provmce (Quebec) exemptlons were
granted almost wholesale by the tribunals n95 The number of appeals

by military authorltles of the decisions of these local boards would

9/7 L0 4
tend to support ‘the Premler s charges "At the end of February,

'
‘.
A

twenty ~-two thousand draftees from all over Canéada Were in um{orm

Of these only two thousdnd were from Quebec 96
When e\emptlons were not granted, .many @g men in
Quebec 51mply failed to report and attempts to arrest. these defaulters

resulted in riots in Quebec Clty begmmng on March 28. Rloters

destroyed rnany of the files of thbe Deputy Regxstrar of the \d:lxtary’

Serv1ce= Act and Wrecked the ofﬁces of the Quebec Chromcle 97v When'
the. r@ayor falled to ask for the readmg of the riot'act, the Minister of
Mllltla was forced to #ake this action. The %\Kll:tary actlon mvolvedv'i
approx1mately 1,800 men under Magor Genex’al F. L. Lessard and was
§ubsequently legallzed by an ‘O »der in Councll Jn Aprxl 4 thlS aHOW(d

the Governor General in Counc11 to declare martxal law anywhere in

e - .

Canada. The wqrst mcxd Tt Q) ebec occurred on Apnl 1 whcn fxrmg

X <.

B

broke out between the troops and the rxoters Fwe soldxers Were
iA .

wounded alnd four r1oters kllled The verdlct of the coroner s Jury may |

be used" to 1nd1cate the respect whxch somc resxdents held for tho; Mili-

-~

tary Service Act. In all four cascs 1dent1ca1 WOr@'utg‘ was uscd Thc

v1ct1rn Was kllled by a bullet, fxred from a rifle by the soldlers of Hls

-
Ma_]esty E:] forces wh11e performmg the duty of repressmg a riot. "98 In

" the oplmon of the Jury, ' . ' ‘ Cooo. ' :“g“%&vﬁ»

P . N ' ' i

P Ibid., p. 462. %6mbid. bid.  9Bibid., p. 463.

-~ &
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.o persons killed on that occasion were innocent
of par 1pat10n in the said riot, which owed its or1g1n
to the tactless and grossly unwise fashion in which the
Federal police in charge of the Military Service Act
_did their work, it should be the 'duty of the Government
to reasonably, indemnify the families of the victims who
have been found innocent and unarmed and to pay indem- ‘
nities to all who suffered damages from that riot. .. .
On( might mqulr( what those c1t1zens were domg stroll-
\ i . :
mg at mght in the midst of a large mob in a c1t}/ under mllﬁl“-y law and
% I e T N

‘ <desp1te the notlces posted throughout the city requlrmg c1tz e, .,
| , R

remam at home

upon the govcrnment to enforce the law generally and thc»Militag‘y;Ser-

~vice Act in particular. The CalILary Herald suggested thaf the Union

government should see that the. Act was strutly enforc:gd in Quebec,

100

"not’ in time but now, w hllt thc Lcthbrldge Herald suggestcd that

)

the fate of the Union government rested upon how er Robert Borden

'and hlS Cabmot handled the Quebcc problem 1,\01 The Algertan
A i} ; E

declared that the ' govgrm}wnt must, take actxvt s‘teps to protect its

rlghts and "to carry out the will of the peopla "10‘"‘ Both the Calgary

-

Alertan and the Calgary Hcrald we! (ojmed the announcement that the

rloters w ho were e hglble for service were to be *allled immediately .

ThoAlbcrtan,;ln its app,roval suggcsted that if tht Quobéc I‘lOttl‘S

.;\‘, .

_were not afraxd of Canadlan lntantry tlu»n- they would not "be afraid of *
AR 3 | 99 L, ' 0 . | 0o
o , - Thid. Herald Apnl 8 p 6. . .
: 101 bi Lr’l"%\ :
Herald Aprll I, 1918 P. 4 oy ’
> 102 RSO
A_“zsrt;antcalgé'rv%.ﬁpril 2. 1918, i3 = AT
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_Germans.m v ;t the samé"hme the § era ‘note théf thcre were four

g

T

men killed and othérs wounded in the first clash between "'Sir Wilfrid* 4

-~ Yl °

4 and the authorttles bver the Mlll-

Laul-ler s constltuents m Quebec

ot Se\rv1ce Act Laurier's silencey char‘ged the Herald, has been

a

T garded "as ev1dence-of'consen't“‘ by his constltuents "The r;sult of

v .

" that leade#shlp is a casualty”llst of dead and wounded Sir W"ilfrid

e . *

-'L

-
Lauhrler should hang his head in shamef"105

N ‘ @ ¥
€

R . The Eflc’lmonton Bulletin, demed these gharges and nofed

that "Col. Currle, Umomst M.P. for North Slmcoe" had anot‘ne

- "He thlnks that Bourassa and Le Devoir havc a large part of the t

respon51b111ty "106 By thlS statcment the Bulletm was attemptmg to R
P

place the blame on the gov‘e rnment as the Bulletin had never'accepted-

i - . -
] o - , -
' Bourassa s support of Laurler in Quebec LTI e e R

he announcement of martlal law and amendments to

; ik
i

the Mllxtary Serv1ce Act to enforce conscr1pt1on were Welcomed in the

_ Alberta press When the rumours of the prevxous two ‘weeks had been,

Dy, :
- o . E

passed into law on Aprxl 16 the cancellatlon of exemptlons was: sup— e

. B N }-_,.ﬂ: F"f .
ported in the Alberta press with the exceptlon of the Bulletin whlch RN

%

ob_]ected to the cancellatlon of agrlcultural exemptlons lndeed it was

the cancellatflon of exempthfor men engaged in ,agr_i'cultu_r.e which

caused a considerable discussion in the Alberta press. . Supporters of/"
vthe‘govervﬁ‘rnent‘s move, such as the ‘Calgary Albertin, laudgd the

A .

103

v 1bid., April 3, 1918, p. 6. | S .
P . o . : X \:___/——.\1 e
. 104 calgary Herald, April 3, 1918, p. 6. 1551bid.'
06, . ' o T,

Bulletin, April 9, 1918, p. 7.
_ ‘ -
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gidjkz'pé‘ésagé.'o.f the changes. 107 A new

""(. and the Edmoqnton

3 Borden gov ernment s.consc rxphon pollcy
: ~— , - ' T :
. Sir Robc-‘rt Bor»dcn bn Fnday frankly tgld Par- T
~ liament that thé Mllxtary Serv1ce Act ha' dg’ne 3pre- R
. cisely {hat its CI‘lthS said it would’glo ; ; : L
T tions where it was, not deserved, anll promotgagirace. -
feellng and-riots. but fall(,d:to secu 1 the need&;d Ielnl LT
- forcements' for the fighting’ line.” Je had_ IStened to | .
~reason last summer. the Canadlan army owe,\.s"ga&vwould
"be fifty thousand stronger sand it would ndt be nédesdary’ .
. . ., now to knock food’ rqducuoﬁ Nnow. By calhnb ouy farmi °
- ‘<% ersand farm hand in the, .m1ddle of the sprmg{ seedmg '

lc e
«

. : ,opcratlons 199 .D E ‘:3 s %
q" "The - sxtuatu)n w 1th ;‘cspegt to. cxer{lptlons W )
K - - . ’
- by - the . Calgary Albertan -on A.prll 25. “0 Bascd on aﬂ_v‘(
. .the pre-v’f*ous day, the A.lbertan rcv1ewed thc effect ‘o(:‘x‘em : )
- ) : .ope:;txon of the Mxhtary Service Act) The Albcrtan repor;teﬁ rt}la*" ' ‘

118 122 exe mptions werc granttd on the ba51s of bcmg mpdlcallygunht

V. 'and 200; 881 for other reasons. There were 34, 751 appcals oi th(.

dQClSlOﬂS by thc appllcants and 45, 981 by thu authontlc Of the

appeal s bmnts

1918 p 3.

1918 P T i 10944,

r}Olﬁ‘bgrtan, Ap? 25, 1918,1 p. 1.
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.article, the Albertan poxnted out that only 2, 350 men had been sccured
: from Quebec, “Bule the Mﬁhtary Servxce Act had brought forth 3,199

, draftee§ from Alberta “l
"This scheme should gel everybody, wl 12 announced the

<. Calgary Herald in refere‘:jo.the national reglstratlon scheme and the

i .
(neix- regulations, for the e \'o‘rcement' of. the Military S(ervice'Act.
Editorial»ly, the Herald defended the so.ns ot ﬁsoutherhlAlber . ranchc rs
as they were essentlal to the stockmen for the. operatlon oTQe ranches.
The Herald suggested that these men'be "detailed for agricultural duty S ‘;«"‘: |

without military pay"” if rt was clear that they could serve the war cause

better at home than in. the mllxtary
A

¥ Oq.'.—‘tfugust 26 the Herald reported the fa‘rmer‘s' p’{-rotests"
to the new order. 'The farmers insisted that the taking of -all .In.’len‘ih
the t\vehty to tw..ent‘y-two Ag_e ‘g,x_'oup ‘would severel;r inju;-e agticultural ‘
'production. A deputaﬁon of farfners re‘ceived very "'little comfortinvg'
assurance 114 ¢ om General Mewburn although he promised to con-
151der their request On Apr:l 27 the Alberta dallles reportt.’d Borden 8 N
o

st_a'tements from New York. 115, The Premler insisted that every -able- "

~ bodied man would be conscripted. At the same time reports of the neced

for men at the front were belng carried in the press. “6“ )
) o ‘ - The Calgary Herald rgﬁorted the contlhumg obJectlons of
Mg, '\‘lﬁ?{erald, April 22, 1918, p.' 1. | L
113, : A
.6 Mmig, April 26, 1918 p. 1.

15 I
N ‘ _ Bulletln (Edmonton), April 27, 1918 p- L Cal. ary
Herald, April 27, 1918, p. 1; Albertan (Calgary). Aprll 27, 191§, p- 1.

116
v " yBulletin (Edmonton), Aprll 27, 19‘_1'_8, p. 1.
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7 ?h( farmers of Ontarlo and New Brunsw1ck to Qhe cancellatlon of . '
'g" e xemptlonﬁwhlle the Albertan quoted N. W. Ro/:vell who insisted,
k, . \\:” N . T et ,a}
N that the ' '

government is g01ng to go ahf.ad thh its manpower proposals
~

{? no matter what opposition may develop w118 Thls was indegd strong ) T
. . & o By .
language as he was speakmg to a meetmg of farmers opposed to "*_»3 \J :

®xenp! oﬁ at the time. On May l, 1918"a committee urged the "Gov-

‘ri. :ent to Keep agrlculture well manned’ 119 4nd it was speculated that |

3 R

‘uers Migh' not be called until the’'last. On May 4 the Albertan
carric . ®orden s declaratlon to farmers that the need for men is more °
‘impor" at-than :he need for -produchon'lzo. and on M.ay & the Albertan,

. . ' _ o . 9
supr rt-d the Premier in an editorial:

Sir Robert Borden, w 1th consxﬁ%e rable courage, _
o he farmers of Eastern Canada tfat a certain num-
bt of young Canadians were more needed overseas:

‘an even in production. The Albertan is lncllned to

believe his statement is correct. He is in a p051t1on ‘ ‘
to know s : o .S
The. Albertan malntalnnd that the tarms would not<b

o ’ .
'depleted and suggested that this was ‘no time to interpo'se’ petty objec-
v “. . X N
txons most of whlch are made to embarrass the gov ernment "122 In

-fact, the Albertan criticised the opposnxon for "too much’ hostlllty" and
suggested that the electxon was over and that there was "'more need of

co-operation now than at any preceding time. ‘,"123 The Albertan'was-

“\L Herald, April 30, 1918 p.-l.

_ .

118,14 ertan (Calgary);” April 30, 1918, p. 1. .
. I A —— ,g .

119 Bultetin (Edmonton) May'z, 1918, p. 1. -

120 ' | , )

Albertan (Calgary) Ma\' 4, 1918, p. 1.

P 121nnd . May 6, 1918, p. 3. lzz[bd

123bed . May ¥, 1918, p. 3. . - - .

..
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particularly upset with the Liberal Monthly whi?h confinued to criticise

. the’ Borden‘"‘government This criticiém suggested the Albertan _ . ™

served no useful purpose and the magazme ""should g0 back to the pollcy

> -

‘which it an< its pro_moters ~dopted at the beglnning of the war. "l%'4

) . . 4 ... 1
The Edmonton Bulletin also. cont‘bnued its criticism of
——— \

- -

‘the gow ernment’'s polxcy in an editorial>of May 8 e¢ntitled " onscrxptmg

0%'\‘

“the Farmer "125 "Either the campaign for food producp and food

thr1ft was a farce, M declared the Bulletm, ‘or the cons,ﬁrlptxon of

farmers isa trakedy not only ""to the men conscripted of course; but

far more 10 the“iworld. w126 o o B N

' - ) o : I\

o " The Bulletm was qulck to report that the western fa
b%

ers would not orgamse a protest on the draft a p051t10n armounced
. g
H. H nggenbottom Secretary of the United Farmers of Alberta, and

: criticised Ontario farmers. for their pro-conscription stand 127 "Con-

- .
scription in Ontarlo accompanled by exemption in Quebec 1s apparently

not recogmzed'\ among ‘eastern farmers as the way to win the war or

' preserve the s-trength‘ of the c*,o_untry, "128 declared the Bulletin. +Front

. , . ) ‘ o ) P,
page articles in the Alberta press reported the growing numbers of .

R ‘ J ) :
Ontario farmers who werc pouring into Ottawa to protest the cancella-

tion of _exempti,ons‘._lzg _ \_j

5 the Alberta press carried Borden's answer

to th'ese'prot(ast's‘ rden lauded the farmers for’ thelr loyayty but

. 2 . ’ . - ° B .
124, . < | - | |
““Ibid. 125Bulletin May 8) 1918, p. 9 . .
1261pid, 127Ibld ,p.- 1. 128mia. o |
V129 hertan (Calgary) May?‘t 1918, p. 1; Calgary =
' .191%_1 I

“y

Herald May 14, 1918, p. 1; Bulletin (Edmonton), May 15,
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" yof Alb/r}a."l.:_i3 The position

‘were rzoi'ted"a't New Norway and Led'u‘c' on May 15. 134 The 'rpeét‘in{g ;
) . . . ) . . ) ,'J . . ; . : .

.“./\

) , , « o\ ' .

insisted that they had ''done no better than any Qt!(er,"class. "130‘ In
. ' . A . n ’ v

rej(.-c‘ting:t:h«{ir petitions th{ Premier stated thak ”if'farm,ers wene

. exempted altogether, exemptions \f/ogld havé to be granted men engaged

in other essential occupations. f'l 31 Amqng‘fﬁlg Alberta daily press the
Edmonton Bulletin was most ¢ritical of Borden's actionyg. ’

. There is no way in which any certain number of
- men efficient in farm work.can do as much to save the
allied cause as by putting seed in the ground on western?
farms_this spring. The food of the allies forithis and
succeeding ycars of war must come from the [prairie -
regions of Canada and the United States or it tannot be
secured at all. For months past the government has.
assured the country in the most snlemn manner that to
- maintain the food supply was a paramount necessity. .
... What the Canadian governmentzsaid was-reinforced by
~ the cqually solemn asscrtions of the authorities of the
United States and Great Britain. What they said, and
all they said in the subject, was true -beyond question.
And still the order is issued to conscript wholesale and’
without exemption of any kind, not only the men from 19
'to 23 but all men from 19 t3" 35 who are unmarried and "l
~whq bg reduced standards can be classed as physically '
fie. 13 | R - -
{

The'following day the Bulletin commented on reports’

o

‘that‘ workers at the Davis ship, building’cdr'npany at Quebec wex;é‘ to be -

P

eXempted. Evidently the Davis ship building company of Quebec "'has | i

35 . . . .
a bigger p}gll with the Union government than#ha\"'e.-'the United Farmers

¢
3!

been one of support for Borden in this matter although protes} meetings.

L
g Sy . ~
. .

S 3% 04, (Ed;ﬁah;;n)'{-‘Mayjls'; 1S18) p. I 3
. 131% 137_%___, oo o o o
:133_I_t_>icl_:, May 14, 1918, ;;. 9. . {4 e
1734@?, ‘Mavy. 15,1918, p. 9. v
PO S ¢

of the United Farmers of Alberta had i

[

v
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N ' at. Leduc was adjourned without makmg the mtended protest and the -

.

vice- presmlellt of the U F.A. declared that the ma_]orlty, of farmers 2

- #ould support the government'action. 135 The\Albertan 1‘eferred to
’ : ’

.. - .
- : '

4 the U.F.A. action as: !

. . wise and courageous. The. people of Alberta, o
we believe, approve of the decision of the U.F.A. and J

‘ are proud of the courage and the state smanship of the i
executive which took such a decision in such a con- - ’
vincing and decisive manner. 13 .

R The cortrast bet\{een the loyalty of the western farmer

and the protesting of the eastern farmeg was a favoritc theme of the
. :
Alberta press The Western farmer 1s a "statesman and a patrlot "
declared the Albertan ""Never again W‘lll the eastern manufactarer .

i

dare to point the flnger of susp1c1on “at the \hestern plams and yell dls- :

.,‘.

’ loyalty at our people. "13> The’ Edmonton I_S:ulletm also pomted to a

- distinctionbetwee_n the Ontar1o ars érs and ihe Al‘t}erta far:mer\
3 e

e .. Ontario farmers: base their - protests against the .
. new conscrlptlon order in council on the fact that far ‘
~ers were promised exemption when SisqRobert Borden U
needed their votes.. . ' ' -
Y --Alberta farmers base thelr ob_]ectxon to the same
« =order in councilon the fact that it hampers food produc? .i
¢ .. ‘tion at.a time when the food supply is less assured than
- the suppily of men for the' flghtlng line .

. ﬁ‘ ) . ‘:;
P Alberta farmers are not pleadlng to be paxd for
/ their votes as per agreement. They were askmg to be
\j(/ allowed to. serve where they can serve most f’fﬁct}vely ‘l 38

.~

The cancellationof exem’ptions by the government’ soon’
Rl v . . . ) o B .

,"‘n-
%

w ‘ B . . N . . - ) . ] . . ‘ . . ~ R i 'v
Calgary Herald‘ May 16 1918, p..1. -
1'3,6 bertan (Calgaf'y) May 15, 1918, p. 3. N
. a 3 . . . .
. 13 |
bid., May 16 1918 P- 3 :
) v R ) o . ’
. 138 ; : -

P Bulletin; May 21 1918,vp.‘ 9. T

Ve
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A . v . o 0/ y .‘r ) - « o )
led to rumours of other govéernment actlons being undc rta'ken to sup-_

4‘ L

port the war effor{/ On May 10 thc Med1c1ne Hat News reported that

alxens we e bemg called up m Ont.ano, supposedly to be traxned and

! u . [ G

placed in noncomba% p051t10ns 139 Borden demed thls in a.speecllu

dcllvered 1n Vlctoi‘la Brltlsh Col mbla -on May 2\3 1918' In" announc-

L]
1ng that enemy aliens wohld not be conscr;pt‘ed Borden stated fhat thc

% B3 r - 4

ma jor reason for not. dmng }o was the possxbllxty of prov oking l‘(_p!'lS-
m % to §
als by enemy states 1 %ome vete rans groups dernanded that allens ‘

§

\ .
< q

concern over}'eports lrom Nev} York which stated that large numbers
~ ~)
[of Canadlan draft dodgers were hldmg in the Mame woods 141 other

-,

Y .7" repovts” clalmcd that a number of § young men‘at Ottawa were avoiding

\,}.

conscrlptlon . The veterans asked thee governme‘nt to inve stigate these

J be deprlved of~thur land and thelr vote The veterans also expresSed .

’
f

.

. e S ¥ PR
H?'eports-'l42 : - B s ,
v o N by K \g b 4 - B : . N . B e )
‘p ~. On June 1 mnetoen—year olds were requlred to reRort -
.‘ and new)regulatlons requlr'lng> e eryone to. carr) proof ot their exemp-
L] s " P ', ; U
.."’J tlon from m1lltary servtce came 1nt0 cffec,t « The Bulletin advised its”
.- : . . » R .
.'reade;'.?“to carry .proof of exemptlon on thelr person as they could be
! ask’ed”f’or it at any --‘time }43 The matter of’ e\emptlons for farmers
: was to be a constaat theme of Bulletin. edltorlals durmg Juﬁc On
v : T RPN
June 3 the Bulletin contmued to 1n51st that the farms‘\\ ere ""the last‘
. ,\\\,_\ | ‘»7. _‘ .’& v.»’ |
: 139 S s | |
R News, May lO 1918 p- 4 .
B e 140 Bulletm (Edmonton) May 24, 1918, p. 1. °,
£ G E . e |
A e Albertan -QCa'lgary_), .May 14, 1_918, p- 1. .
o142 SR
. o S ‘Bulletin (Edmonton), May 14 1918, ¢. L. ;
L : ' 'y
. o 143Ib1d., Junel 1618, p. Y9 . )
- /4 _ o ) .

-~
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placevc_onscri’ption shou’ld be ~app’1ied 144, The followmg day a Bulletm ' |

edltorlal reported that despite Borden s announcement "Rev1ew1ng

v

- tribunals" had "durmg the past week been glvn'lg recogmtlon to the need -

af’ food productlon” and were "exempt1ng farmers freely on that

accownt. "145 on June & the Calgary Herald reported part of the pro-

ceed gs of an Ontario farm_ onventxon held in Toronto. The declara—

tion of one delegate that his "'so shall not go"l46 elicited a roar of | -

: q :
approval from ‘éae delegates - On J'une 11 the Herald admltted that Whlle oo

it was the extremlsts who shouted the’ loudest the flnal outcome of the

convention _elunmated' this position 147
The Alberta press contmued its d'zn‘lf'conmderatlon of o
the pos1t10n gf the farmers . The Bulletlii noted that mahy farmers hadi_

vied of the exemp-

made largg e)fgendxtures to increase productlon i

tion promsiyses rmade by the %vernm&t v148 wh1le the Albertan
.C_"
refe, red to the fact that Great Brltaﬁg was calllng men from the farms

and the mumtlons factorles and sendmg them to the front "That is -

some 1nd1catlon of how much the men are needed in the front ranks, "149

9

B declared the Albertan On June f;“ the BuHet1n in-a’ front page artlef\jﬁ é

: declared that'under ,the Brltlsh manpower b111 farmers were not

\Y

44 o . 'v . .
Ibid., June 3, 1918; p. 9.
145mbid., June 4, 1918, p. 7.

i T Ry Junee, 1918, p. 1. .

~ Ibid., June ll 1918 l. 6.

48 . ) - . : ) o
Bulletln (Edmont:on), June- 6 1918, p.l

49A1bertan (Calgary),.'.Iune.7, .191‘8, p. 3.'.
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150 Whlle most of the Albex\!‘ta press dld not pause to argue: the

b

‘the Albertan objected’ to this argument. of the Bulletin: and quoted
ottt ) =1

London papers to show that Brltxsh farmers were not exempt..

While

What a shockmg offcnce it is for Canadian news-

~Papers in the light of these facts regard\ng the situation

in thv:'ﬁold land to devote column after column of their r-

space to telling the ‘Canadian farmer how much worse ’

he has been treated than the British farmer. Nowhere

in the Dominion is the offence so glaring as in the c?se :
' of the Edmonton paper, which went so .fargto say tha

""the Engllsh farmer is exefnpt while the .Canadian.-
farmer/ﬁs conscnpted rl

'\Ieverthelcss the’ mat er of exemptlons was cruc1al

K.

the Calgary Herald suggcsted that the gov ernment would 'in some

way provxde the necessary labour for the work, "LDZ the United Farmers‘

of Alberta Were be'ginning t‘ovquestion the gf)’\’ernment s pollcy and

' % descrlbed the situation-as " serlous "153 The Bulletm noted that the

/

Gra in

farme

month.

sl \

rs are steadily orgamzx‘,

154

Growers Guide \@Q io cerned that ° ﬁllg forces that prey upon the

and becomlng mare po“erful month by,

"Obvxously, s ges&ed the Bulletm "if the farmers are

to 'rally! on thelr own behalf thé’ wilky hawve to do it under other leaders

I

(

than those “who- have gone into pohtxcal partnership with the opposmg

» 1nte re

"no need for. 19 year old men to be called 1mmedxatel\, it also / T

ests -H155 o v - )

thle the Calgary Herald \\bas announcmg that there was

-~

15'OBulletxn (Edmonton) June 14 ,\p.. 1.

151 5 lbertan (oalgary) JulylS 1918, p. 3. -
152

_V‘"

Herald Junell 1918 P- ﬁ"\
153 =N

. June 14, 1918, p. 1. :

lSSIbd (

Bulletl'r(

bed._, June 15, 1918, p. 7.°
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publlshe*an artlcle announcing the callmg p of the 49, 50 and 51 N

year old class" in Bntam in order to'meet the " rgent need of man-
\ ) - \

7

. N Lot ) R . o a . ’ .
. ‘Reports of farmers being granted exemptions appeared

~in the Alberta press bevginning on Monday, June 177 ‘Th_e Edmonton

Bulletin carried an Ottawa dispatch of June 18 which sugge

_ ernment might wait until the harvest was over(li.?u It appeare

ted that the

call of 19 year olds would not be issued immevdiat_ely and thaY the gov-
: e L & o
that

A

. < . ;
the crisis for immgdiate manpower was over. “The number of fArmers -

b

who },_vere rec’eiving exemptions to November 1 tended to support this

view. Meanwhlle, all men and wo en\sncteen years and over werst

£ 'S

requlred to register on June 22 158 “The Bulletin sugg’ested‘that there )

l

2 : -
was not enough time allowed between the announcement and the regxs—

tration for rural residents t\o\)be informed of¢the requirement and com-

" .
plalned that no 1nf01:rr{atlon had been given "a% to the locatxon of regls-
,.1:»9 o R A H
v o o ' 4
th{,le t}'ie da'ilies were again concentrating on the issue-

-

trars.

~of gonscrlptlon a d exemptlons ‘the }eaction of the Alberta weeklies

elicited the foll ng'comment from the‘Célgary Albertan

,_;I‘-he Alberta weeklxes have but little to. say
about the conscrxptlon order: in souncil, of which much
is said in this city. The Claresholm Advertiser
Review criticizes the action of Ontario farmers in an-

»adverse manner and a correspondent in the Wetaskiwin

A R . R . A
156 1% ald, June 15, 1918, p. 1. . \:L,‘
—+— . C P . ! e RN
157 L .'_ . ' ) . S H 'R
: ‘Bulletin, June.‘l9, -1918, p. 1.
158 N . .

Ibid., p. 3; June 17, 1918, p-1

159
_ ]Ibld .]'une1 18 1918, P- 7 June l9 1918 p 7.

O
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Times censures the directors of*the U. F A. Other
s weekly newspapers have nothing to say, which is ' . ’ o

some indication that the feeling agamst conscription e
is not as strong as some. would have us believe. 160 o

/]

~The issde of exempt1ons was far from scttled and the "/
ruling by the Alberta Suprcme Court that the Order in Council callmg :
N & .
up all classes and“cancelling exemptions was illegal did much to stxm-

late,‘further dl.SCUSSlonch}é’l This ruling resulted from an Jappllt 1-

. . ) &g&ﬁ
tion of R. B.,B’ennett, K. C. , act1ng for Norman Earl Le\ns for an

q«;l

order declarmg that the latter, as a draftee under th( Mllltary Ser—

- ..j‘

vice Act 1162 was being 1llegally held by local mllltar), authorltles
The appeal was granted and by a ma_)org}ty dec151on the Order in Coun-
cil was declared 1nvalld Mr Justice Beck, in summation, argued

. that there was no power undc{y the War Measures Act 10r 1ssumg such

an Order in Councxl He declared that 1t waS' ’ ‘ e -

>

an astoundmg proposxtlon ‘that Parllament‘after
. spendlng many weeks in discussion of the Mllltary

Service Act which, perhaps re than any other Bill,-
had been the subject of ant gonls " both within and,
. ‘thhout Parliament, should leave O to thé

, “Governor-in-Council to revoke thlS Act in whole, or
; < ‘even in part. :

’ Two other justice's concurred. In his iudaement, Mr.
. -

lustlce C A. Stuart maintained that Parliament had never mtended
to grant the Government power to override and repeal its own acts"lb"1

Pel and Mr Justice J.,D.,_ Hyndman observed that "men holding exemp'ti,on
160 plbertan, June'19, 1918, p. 3. , S
L6 1hid., June 20, 1918, p. 1.

162c A.R., 1918, p. 468.
163 ‘ .
bid. ®bid.; p. 469.-

’ ’ ’ L 2.
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certificates granted bv lawfully -constituted tribunals are, by statute

~exempt from service. " Ther.efOre it was "a rig’ht derived by statute

and, in my oplnlon, can. only be taken away be statute. "165 The only

supporter of the government s act1on was Chxef Justlce Horace Harvey

' Nevertheless the ma_]c?)')lty dec1sAon was crltlcal ‘as the whole polxcy of

Passmg g ders in Counc11 to meet emergencies while Parhament was :
1
not in session was under attack. The Can'adian Annual R‘eview for 1918

-

observed that 40, 000 men had been conscrlpted under thxs Order in

Counc11 and noted that these might b’g sent overseas while the Lewxs
-3

case was under appeal. lééf The Review, in referrmg to the Edmontan

Bulletln as a determined opponent of all conscription or compulsion,

-

quoted a Bulletin editorial.of July 1 ' e
.. Last week they: ra11roaded 1, 500 men out of

Calgary for Overseas most of whom had held exemp-
tion papers such as that held by young Lewis. Their.
exemption papers had been taken from them and the
exemption cancelled. Of the two or three thousand =
men still in Calgary the larger number held. exemp- .
tioris. These men may be shipped Overseas in defi-
ance of the law_as laid down by the Alberta Supreme ,
Court whllelfaL Lewis case is under appeal 167 . v

The Review balanced the Bulletin report thh the follow -

ing “comment from the Ottawa Journal.

To the ordmary_la‘yﬂman not versed in the law,
"the decision of the Alberta Supreme. Court would seem
to ignore two very vital factors: (}) that the Governor-
in-Council acted under the authority of the War Meas-
. ures Act, an Act which specifically vested almost
-. unlimited powers with the Cabinet to deal with just such
emergent conditions as those the order in council in
question was designed to meet; and (2) that in the Mili-
tary Service Act-there was a clause which provided
- that nothing in the Act should interfere with or detract v
from the powers vested in the Governor -in-Council st
under the War Measures Act. 168 '

A

16514, 1664, '167Ibid,_'"1'68n;id.,

B . 4
~ * . » A
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a

RS ’ Althouoh the Mi» vister of Justlce asked for an emergency

sessmp of the Supreme Cour of Canada, a decxsmn was not r’eached by

that body until the twentieth of July.’ In the interval the government. ..

was determ‘xned to proceed with the ehforcemen't'of.the_ Act. On Jujy 5

- it passed an Order’ in @ouncil which stated, "notwithstanding the said *

judgement K referrlng to the Alberta case, "and notwithéta'nding any

judgement or any Order that may, be made by any Court, "169 mstruc
tlons were to bc sent to the officers commanding m111tary dlstrlcts in
Canada ordermg them to enforce the Act Thxs did 11tt1e to clarxfy the

sxtuatlon as the Alberta Court launched Habeas Corpus proceedmgs on

behalf of a soldler named Nor-ton-. It ordered Colonel Moore tg appear

s

S

an;l.avwarrant was issued for his arrcst “~The Mmlster of Mxhtla sug—
lf‘ sted that all Jud1c1al proceedmgs "should be’ stayed pendmg the hear—. .
L..Jlng"l?O by the Supreme Court and the1r decision. As the Supreme
. Court met in Ottawa, the sxtuatlon in Alberta was reported as tense
" w1th the All]')erta Court ordormg the release of Norton and others held-
.under the Act and w1th the military- reiusmg to release the men. - 3
Armed re istanc‘e wa'sljsed to-prevent»civil authorities fro’m‘arr.esti‘ng

_Coione 1 Mjoore. ~

On Ju{y 18 the hearlng of a test case. mvolwng Private
G E. Grey of Nlpxssmg bugan in the Supreme Court. 171_ It was stated
that no ppeal from’ thc Alberta case-would be heard but that td‘is test

¥ casew uld be used as an example for the hundreds of Habcas Corpus
vproce dmgs whlch were bemg held up pendlné t‘ms decision. On

July '0 -the Orders in douncﬂ were. declared vahd by a four to’ two

W e ) . L
19rmid 1O mid. , p. 4700 1'mia.
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decision. 172 Tpe Bulletin was quick to comment on the decision in

the Grey case. The Bulletin agreed with Mr. Justlce lddmgton in hxs

B

minority.deciiion. Mr. Justlce Iddmgton held that it "is°a fundam( mta]

principle of our form and method of’«.go u"irnment that parhament ca.

' leglslate the repeal of its own statu‘l, s by any othg %‘ilts own

‘-,r
i Y
A

act. "173 The 'majority of the cc .rt take on oppos1te w, " declared “
the 'l3ulletin, namely that parl1arnent could and did by bhe War Meas- o
ures Act of 1914 1eglslate away the rlght of self-government in

"174

Canada.
I_ . Other Alberta papers, mcludmg the Calgary Albertan, -

welcomed the Supreme Court dec151on 175 Reglstratlon had slowed n

somewhat pendlng the outcome of the Supreme Court s declsxon As '
f S

of June 21, flfty five thousand two hundred e1ghty one men were reg-

1stered under the Act.  Of these, 9, 970 came from Montreal with 2, 848 b

from Quebec C1ty 176 On July 12 1018 the Calgary Herald declared

that 82 758 men had already been enrolled under the M111tary Servxce

Act and annohnced that 30 747 were st111 avallaflje 177 The mcthod of

B

arr1v1ng at totals was somewhat 1n/te resting.” The Herald used the

v . \\

following method of computmg the n‘umber of men ralsed under. the |
‘e

Mllltary Serv1ce'Act. ,178 :

172 o
“Ibid., p. 471

73 o o
Bulletxn (Edmonton) July 23, 1918, p. 7.

\ e
Ui, ”5A1bertan, July 20, 1918, p. 1.
176" " R
Pc AR, 1918, p. 464,
177 S 178

Ibid.’

Herald, July 12,1918, p. 1.
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17,769 T
55,259
fatﬂters (regx ered) enrolled _ 1,799
lte; istered) enrolled 7,931
aulars, inot . L7270 )
‘Total of Class l actually pl%ed on duty 82,758 w
Co Men waiting to repbrt ‘_ o ‘ T, 2%5 g ’ o .'
o Not yet ordered to report ., 23,502 :
Total available¢ ' - - 30,747 :
5' "“Also defaulters : 22,140 ’
On leave without pay*: "~ : 11,276
Also available I 33,416

The defaulters were ’usu'ally bfamed on Quebec by the’

English lénguage press. The Edmonton Bulletln reacted to”an art cle
from the Orange Sentmel one of the most vehemen; of the anti-Qukbec
papers in Englxs_h Canada. 179 The Bulletin asked:

How did the French:Canadian actions differ
from thoseé of Ontario? Qntario was short of her fair
proportions of enlistments under voluntary service--
very far short of the record of Alberta or British
Columbia. - Thousands of young men left Ontario to o
escape mllxtary scrvice--probably as many or more "
than left Quebec.

<

The enforcement of the Mllltary Servuce Act contmued

to be of”’ mterest to the Alberta press wherein it was often dlSCUSSed in

RN

terms of loyalty to the gove ent ¢ e falluxj_e, of ‘the gvernment to
R recognize the problems #rmers. On July 23 the Albertan ™

declared ihat "most {4, \ers are "sen’s,ible"ls.l and insisted that most

were loyal=suppgfte s of\the gove rament. "Thlﬁe Albertan maintained
. . N . ——\———- S .

N

F98ulTetin, August's, 1918, p. 7. 180pid.
181 - 3 S :
» Albertan (Calgary), July 23, 1918, p.' 3.. "lsdz‘-lbid.

o
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j"of their sonsX (On August 10 the front page of the Bulletm carrifed an

‘Ottawa report the previous day which announced that harvest leave

-

was-to be granted o men who had worked on farms before being"q

&

called. ,1‘83 In the Earne issue the Bulletin quoted the Honourable Mr.
Crothefs,:’ the Minister of Labour, \x'ho-L\yas "reported to have said at
Vancouver that tens o&m:;lsands of men in Canada have been exempted

from military service bedause they are engaged in essential occupa-
., . = ) .‘}
_tions.” “"Who are thede tens of thousands 2" asked the Bullt,tm "Con-

3
scrlptxon that only cOnscrlpts the man who is engaged in an 1ndustry

that has no pull with the Goxernment is not a conscr1pt10n with w{’nch

184 o -

-

to win the war.
a8 sy Lo s T e tes .
Meanwhile, other factors 1nfluenced recruiting. - The.

 Canada- Unlted States convention came into force on July 30, 191,8 1\85

1 V\ \
It affected British cxtxzens in the 20- 44 agg\group in the United States ‘

and :‘\merlcan c1tlzens in the 18- 45 age group in Canada This conven-

tion gave these people three choices. - They could enlist in:_the forces
of their own country',; enrolllu_-in the forceis of their‘resvident countrv); or
clainfn diplornatic.exemp'tion; Faiiing this, tney would_ automatically

: oecotne -subjec‘t' to the laws of their countryﬂof»re’sidence. 186

In Canada 32, 072 United States citizens registet‘ed
g : : £y

‘None were conscripted. In the Umted States 46, 000 Brxtlsh recrults

were obtamed and approxirnately two-thirds of theSe Jjoined the

C- E.F.187 while this agreement helpe_d to put an end to defaulter‘s L

>

183Bulletln (Edmonton), August 10, 1918, p.'" 1.
18%ia., p. 7. 185C AR, 1918, p. 476
186 187 -

Tbid. - Tbid. -
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i

- residing in the other country, another proclamation issued on August 2 -

of 1918 gave deserters another chance. It promised those who had

.,("

defaulted under the Military Service Act that they would not be pun-

ished if th’ey reported for duty before August 24. 188 The Canadian

4

~Annual Review estimated.that ten thousand men took ad\;antage of this

measure.

:‘opportunity. 189 A1l Alberta papers carried this procl: mation and even -

the Bulletin encouraged its r -aders to accept the generous terms of the

. _ . _‘}_.

N

Defaulters under the \hlltary Servxce Act. stlll
" have a week in which to report, under promise that"
they will not be punishéd for failing to comply earlier:
with the requirements. It is probably useless for a
newspaper to try to advise men who have deliberately
decided to evade the law. If dny dellnquents who may
be amenable to advice read this paragraph, its purpose
\_15 to urge them to report without delay Law is Law. Y

On August 20 the Calgary Herald revxsed its earlxer

-~

' estimates of the success of the Military Servxce Act. An Order in

v

Council xssued by the Justlce Depa tment delmed w hat groups conEtl-

" tuted rexnforcements under the ;\hlltary Ser\rlce Act. Slnce'volunteers

" and men on leave \vithout'pa\' were not to be counted, the Herald sug-

gested that approxxmatel\ 60, 000 men had been raised under the Act M1
These £1gures were comparable to those accepted bv the Edmonton ’

Bulletin: 192 On August 23 the Bulletxn reacted to a report carr:ed by

- the Wlnnxpeg Free Press. It ‘stavted‘that Sir Robert Borden had

_188'1bid;,' bp. 473,-74. l89r'bid.‘, p- 474 :
90 ' ' ‘ \
4 Bulletin (Edmonton), .-\ugust 17, 1918 p- 9.

191 '

Herald, August 20 1918 P- l.“- 14

. 192 Bulletin, August 23, 1918, p..7.

- : : : . 7]
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‘ «, ‘ \
reported that "'in the recent offensive every battalion was able to go
» : . : ! ’ .

into actio over’—stren’gth"'\vith l'ample reserves" and suggested that
the abo[had "come_ ahout'-as the result of drafting 58"00(; men and

the voluntary enllstrnent of 19, 000 more men, makma a total of 77, 000
men in the last year and a quarter. "193 The Bulletin questloned er E
‘Robert Borden s claim that the rate of relnforcements in May,‘ a yeax;/
‘;.)n'or had been msufnme

Voluntary enlistment at that time Was prov 1d1ng
men at the rate of from six/to eight thousand per month.
In the fifteen months which have elapsed, voluntary
enlistment at the same rate would have provided from ‘
90, 000 to 120,000 men. If 77,000 recruits have been. . -
sufficient to brlng and keep the Canadian ‘division up to
_ strength it is obvious.that from 90, 000 to 120,000 -
. voluntary enlisted men wbuld have been‘more than
ample for that purpose.- Sir Robert's present statement
abolished utterly the argume upon which he based the
Military Service Act. That -‘Act was not introduced
.~ because voluntary enlisttment was\not providing sufficient
- 'reinforcements. That fact is proven by the Premier's ’
present statement.  Conscripti vas decided upon not
because it was necessary but because it vuas thought to
: be good politics. 194 .

On August 27 the Bulletln again offered an enli. ‘ment °

°

comparlson and then went on to offer f'urther charges of 1nequ1t1es

under: the Act "Nearly one half" .of the draftees " we‘re secured in

r

Western Canada, ' declared the Bulletln even though they ' prov1ded
' . < a
volunteer recruits in the earller years ot tne war all out of proportxon

e

to thexr populatlon Whlle it is true that the we st contained more

- men of military age, exem}ptxons were not evenly _grant_ed across

Canada'195 resulti'ng in unfair drafting of.western Canadians.
‘ The exemptlng power was put in the hands of
local trlbunals governed by local sentiment. Where

193
93 . 194Ib/dL//1

Ibid.

bed ,\Afugust 27, 1918, p. 7.
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that sentiment was strongly in faver of conscription,
as in the western provinces, men were onscripted.
Where that sentiment was against co_njc/tiption, as in
‘many parts of the eastern provinces, men were
exempt'ed.s\l}he a"gg'rcg_at‘e result of this discrimin-
. ative application »f the exempting pgwer is shown in
t the fact that from. one-third of the population living
- west of the Great Lakes one-half of the drafted men
‘ have been taken despite the fact that this area also e
: : provided thousands more than its qiota to the volun-
tary army. ' . .
The official s ment, like its predecessors,
confirmed the view that the Military Service Act was "

7 more truly a measure -restriction than of conscrip-
tion. It had restricted and not enlarged the stream of
reinforcements. It festricted the raising of reinforce-
ments unfairly to thése sections of the country where _

favorable to compulsory service. = = ° .

= local sentiment wa
And ipsfead of making military service a universal ‘
luty, it has restricted the duty of servié)g to men whom
% ‘the accident of agé placed in class L. 19 :

b
- Jo charge that it was ''the limit of‘;a‘bsurdity" to
'supp.ose that voluntary ¢nlistment would have -supplied the reinforce-

ments required for the Canadian army only resulted in a repeat] of the

fig{xres and a'rgumgnt which the Bu‘llletin‘ had used éérlie:._lgj

The Alberta press éls;} showed imé}'est,;;{ the alien

'quésti'on. An Ottawa dispavtCh of Auguét‘lé \ﬁ‘a_S carried by se\'éral'
" Alberta papefs. 'All.enomy ;ilie‘ns over t>he age of sixteen were

required to register. Previously aliens‘who had no permanent place

of residence were required to report morithly to the chief of police.
The new legislation was not all inclusive. Certain friendly aliens,

_namely "Czechs or member'sbf the _Bohemian National Alliance, ¢
'A'{’l.xrkish subjects. who are by race Greeks, Armenians, Assyrians"l98.

~
.

or of other communities opposed to the ‘Turkish' regime were exempted.

IS

%
/ - -
Pibid.  1971bia., August 28, 1918, p. 7.
l.gsﬂ)i..:’A'ugusfl?;. 1918_ p. 1. R : 3 g_..j\



"‘the government released its 1nter1m report on reglstratlon on Aug- -

. . ) . ' * s - . A R.H
. . . . L

In addition to registration, travel was-restricted. Enemy aliens stad’h

AN C e
1 ~ |

. - N 4 4‘ .
"certificates of parole"199 with notice of permission tﬁf:g,,

to produce
travel in order to move from one place to another. These new regu—

latlons were welcomed@by some of the western newspapers The

Edmonton Bull@itln quoted the Regma Leader when it declared that the

onl; place where an increase in the use of the German language was -

desirable was in the .areas behind the a.llled lines where German
prlsoners were held. 200 while the Bulletin tended to agree with this
p01nt of vrew 1t dlc@questlon why the new regulatlon requlrxng the

reg1st1‘at1on of allens over Sixteen was necessary in view of the fact

that all persons in the country had been requlred to reglster earller
)

We seem to be getting long on reglstratlon and short -

on results. ‘Last June everybody in the country, alien -~

or other, man or woman, over sixteen years of age

was required to register, and either did so or left

himself or herself open to punishment, disfranchise-

ment-and civil disabilities of various kinds. Nothmg

ha's yet been done in the way of maklng use of the - ‘

information thus complled s0- _far as the public is” .

& aware. 201 ) o AN -

g The Bulletin's criticisms of A.ugust 26 w*ere/timely as

0

\
4

»ust 29 The total registration in Canada was ovex five mllllon w1th

. '\’

' 402 reglstered in Alberta T’ms proved mterestqng as it equalled
earller estlmates but the most relevant part of the report was the sec-
tion related to the labour supply. The report 1n51sted that ther:ve were

many Canadlans in Canada who were tralned in farm w0rk but' who

were employed in other occupatlons The report questloned the

‘o

Y

--‘i . 199

“Ibid.  %%0miq. August 22, 191<,’ 7. R
. 201 B N
Ibid., August 26, 1918 p- 7. . T T RN
B "‘q ‘,;' ' ;“..- >



# ‘3\,07:"":‘

st . o "; L . \ T
1t1on adopted by those who maintained that conscq;lptlon was deplet—- ‘

e 457 ing ‘farm labour. The report stated that it had "been demonstrated

‘ »

beyond question" that there was '‘an abundant supply of experiencéd
/ . - : P

labour vg_i\lltng an r«eq_u"‘est to devote itself to agr'icultural work "202
i The Calgary Canadian was "not aty all satisfied with the

« -

vconscrlptnon measure and in its last ma jor ed1tor,1a1 on the subject” A
@ L. : . KB
é ) called for equal conscrlptlon for all although th%dlan would hawe
» . h

preferred no- compulsory _servme. Thc Canadxan Ob_]eCted to the apph- .

cation of'conscriptian W\

t~ 4‘.

certam men whlle others are not requlred to

make an'y sacrifices. K" In addltlon to " people gettlng off, "203 the

N

"’Canadlan ob_}ected to proflteers and suggested that all people should be .

copscrlpted for labour Wwith cqual “ages for all A

A T t Other Alberta papers seemed to have 1ost mterest in

’

- the conscrlptlon questton in September Reports from the front and

' the presence of the Amerlcans with thelr huge populatlon seemed to - *

ot

the Domlnlon Pohce 204 ‘
L . . b .
' Durling September controvers

T " 292114, . August 30, 1918, p.}'f S \ S
. : . Zoacanadiaﬁ (f,o_rrg%rly News—Telegram), September 27,

1918, p. 4. | ‘ = L
_-"294(':_.&.5 1918 P 456,

.
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Mennonites into Canada was given consideraé‘le aftention The Calgary
. \ 4

Herald dec\?red that "Western Canada wants no more draft evaders
ahd_ enqu-ired as to \vhy the Menrlxon'ite‘s shogld be considered av."' special ,
-éase.. 1205 Sinceithe'y had failed to r“‘egister for the draft and were ‘nlot

_ yet naturalized Canadian citizens as they .had‘ not been‘b in Canada for
five ve ars,' "they wJere stlll sub_]ect to Amerlcan law and should be

.held accountabléund}e'r'the Canadian Ar_x;_)eri‘can draft treaty ”206_ argu"ed

the' Herald. . Coe @

T

The Dominion Bovernment cannot afford to make
~ it possible for Mennonites from .across the border to
.evade their duty as American citizens’ by merely cross-
" ing the international boundary line. To do so would not
. only rlng the governmen: into contempt, but would give -
: just ¢ause for complalnt on the part of the American
. r1t1es 207

‘ aut ‘ ) ‘ - ' .. .
‘} . - The’primary concern ef»the pr‘es,s with respect to Men-
ridnite irrx:migration was‘.itﬂhe facr t_hat the"ae people Were h‘ot' to be sub-¢,
jscted to compulsor'y military service. The Bulletln found the" state-.
ment of the Superlntendent of Immrgratlon at Ottawa to tk : >Mennon_1tes h
rerharkable- "It estabhshe»s Athat thes'e people are caming to, Canada
‘because the geyervnment ihvi@l the;m' to-"comev,y"‘zogb stated ..the Bulletin,.
andl to gef them to.-come the goverr;meht assured them_that they would
?not be liable for .s..e r\}ice under the Miiitary Service>'Act.
| It was not for the purpc =~ of making Canada an -
asylum for slackers and a par:z- se of- r;fw semi-
citizens that Canadians enlistec to fight 6T the over-
throw of autocracy. And it w111 be a poor reward for

TN

: ”tl.9”l8, P-. :6..

ZOSHeraE, ‘September 5, ‘l~‘9l8,. p- 1; September 27,

2% 144, September 27,1918, p. 6. 2%7bia.
2085 1lletin (Edmonton), September 30, 1918, p. 7.
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. their self sacrifice if, in their absence, people of this - Y
" class are allowed to come in, further dilute the national
sentiment of the Dominion, lay hold upon its resgﬁ-\ces
sgnd thus narrow the opportunities the returned-sdldiers
will have to live and prosper in the country for which-

they are flghtlng ER

The Bull( “in, normally a defender of mlnorlty groups

. found it dlfflcult E{unc rﬂtand how the g&vernment could dxsfranchlse -
'vallen groups on one ha 1 and then on the other hand admlt Mennonlte/sj

and exempt them from mllltar‘, service. 210 .The Bulletln contlnued to

T defe d the loyalty of the French Canadians and found the charges of the
-Reverend K, H. Palmer that French Canadlans were hampering the
war effort dlsconcertmg

After having aroused all the passxons of rac1a1 , R
and sectaridn bigotry against the Roman Catholic ~ *
church for purposes of the election it 'is rather discon-
_ycertlng to have one of the most active agents of that-

.. campaign now cavorting around the courtry advertising
the fact that the Jesuits and the Pope have enough pull
to.ke€p their students for the priesthood out of the army

- in defiance ®f the law when the sons of widowed mothers
and crippled fathers :are told that patrxotxsm demands
‘service and sacrifice on their part. Whatever Rev. Mr.

f(_Palmer s intentions or desifes may be, at any rate he
E&;}ngmg the measure of the \sincerity of the Borden
ernment in its antl Catfhol 'c campaign of last Dec—.
ember. 211 :

P , ‘\ On.Octob_er 12 the Bdiletin declared Uni-on go'\'ernment

a fallure since ''figures proxe that both in the ralslng of rexnforcements
. K}

_,and in the productlon ‘of supphes' 212 the Umon goxernmcnt had done
'less than the Conser\atne gov ernment whlch precedcd 1t - ""AutocTratic
. w S

. ! : N
government in Canada has been a failure both as the. agency for

L

209mid. 210phid., October 2, 1918, p. 7.
- Ibid. AL

leIb).d September.28‘,- 1948, p. 7. . -
.lelbld., October 12, 1918, p. 7. : T
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adm1nlstrat1ng publlc a_ffalrs " declared the Bulletln "It is now. tlnder

.flre of prote sts from those newspapers whlch helped to establlsh

gp n213

.

The Bulletin also refused to bellew{the verdict of Mr Justlce

N .

McLennon of his inquiry into the.mlhtary ‘vote case in the constltuency
of St-John—Ibervxlle in Quebec The Bulletm criticized the Judge and °
his verdlct and then proceeded to state "How. Unlon Government Wlns
/@Electlons n214 | |

At the electlons of 1917 military officers, no

- doubt under Government direction, decided who should
‘be elected and Who deféated. The soldier must do as
he is told at peril of liberty and life. A civilian
ma jority could be swamped at will in’ any constituency,
and was so swamped in as many constituencies as the
election mana §lers for the mvernment thought necessary
or desirable. :

L burlng October the press shotved some concern over the

‘ government svorder whlch fox{de strikes or lockouts in Canada untll

' Xthe end of the war. 216 Those who dlsobe)red this order and were of
~m_111t_ary age were to be drafted whether employer or employee. In
Calgary the Labour Unlon passed resolutlons demandlng that the gov-
ernment rescxnd the order forblddlng strlkes and proceeded to defy R -

. the government order-.217 Whlle some:Alberta. .p_apers speculated that
the Calgary strikers would be called out, it‘was”rurn_odred that 'the

218

government would widen the 's'cope of the no strike order. ""No one

in Canada questions the right of workers to settle their «ifferences

°

J 2‘131‘md 214ppiq. OctoberlS 1918 p. 7_
2157444. 216Ib1d chtober 12, 1918, p. 1.
217 o .
. Ibid. Octobergl4,, 191_8, p- .

. ‘ g ‘»
\ 2181344, , October 22, 1918, p. 5.

- .
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with their employer by strike methods when all other means fail, "

declared the 'Ca'lgaque‘rAa-ld.'Zlg"’ ""Nobody outside thé Union Govern-

- -~

ment the Herald evidently means, n220 announced the Bulletin. "The

.

ministers have passed an Order in Council making it a punishable

offence for workers to cease work‘for their 'employers. n22l ‘The

Albertan,- Wthh had earher cr1t1c1z’ed the government f8r O\erlooklng .

the Calgary strike, now accused thc governrncnt of not understandmg

. ments in the press by the Military Serv

the labour s1t:ua,t10n._.22‘2 The cancelx‘latlvon of the charges against the
C.P.R. ~s.trike1"s in Calgary elicited an emotional editorial from thé
Edmonton Bulletin. ‘ , S

o This means that the ordeér is not to be enforced.
@ . ‘Thatis, the Government of Canada xssycd an order
o that when openly defied it did not attempt to enforce. -
.The order wa$é\in effect a mandatory consc on of
labour just as/t% order of April 20th was a‘\méandatory
‘conscription ‘of soldiers. Both are an assumption of
' autocratic authority. Both were revolutionary in their
character. Neither had the mandate of the people .
bchind hem. Both broke solemn pledges made by the
ent' to the people chiefly concerned. The man-
datory military conscription order, Was enforced against
the people generally and especmqﬁ) against thé farmers
of the west who could not resist except by direct appeal .
to force for which they were. hot inclined. But the labor
conscription order was not enforced because organlzcd

\ labor could make passxvc resistance effective by a gen-
eral strlke 223 : :

With respect.to the conscription of farmers, advertise-

¢ Branch intimated that
. _ ‘ v

o 21
\ - c)Calgary Herald quoted in Bulletln (Edmonton)
Ocﬁober 22, 1918 p. 7. :

7

R 2 - ;'Z’Q‘B/ﬁlletin (Edinonton), October 22, 1918, p. 7.
o i . . . . .
21 o e
Ibid. ZZZAlbcrtan' (Calgary), October 11, 1918, p. 3.
223 | | '

“Bulletin, October 26, 1918, p. 9.
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farmers holding exemptions could have them renewed if they could pro-

vide proof that they were contributing satisfactorily to the country's

: ‘ . : . |
food production. 224 The Bulletin welcomed the annotncement but

warned that it was no mor'ei,deﬁnite’ ""than the exemption certificates "
held by farmers last spring which were cancelled and whose holders

were taker/ from the fields. "225  The other papers seemed to have lost

o

interes‘t in the consc(raptlon issue and devoted their attention to the flu

J

-epldemlc and the antlcxpated end to the war. The Albertan objected to

3

charges by the Bulletin that the government was crlmlnally negllgent

in not having es,tabllshed a national quarantine against the flu
epidemic. 226 ¢ :
Y.

The Bulletin objected to most actions of the Union gov-
———— R

ernment and editdrially ’den.ounce_d the late publication of an Order in
Counc'il which required men of military age to'ca'rry_ a'certificate- :
f

issued by a Justlce of the peace as to the year of hxs blrth or'as to the

date of his marr1age ' The Order in Council whlch was passed c)n the

. nineteenth of September was retreactiVe to September l although it

was not published in the Céhada Gazette until October 5. The Bulletin
objected to the change in.regulations as a certificate signed by two

reputable citizens had been accepta‘bi‘e prior to September 1, '1918; :

'"Thousands of men,' declared the Bulletin, "'are carrying these certi-

ficates in blissful ignorance of the fact that they are of no value. 227 "\

/

zed g A.R., 1918, p. 466.

225 o o AR
Eulletln (Edmonton), Ot:tober 23, 1918, p. 7.

226 o a _ o .

‘ Ibid., October 25, 1918, p. 7. ' . _

227, | | | |

'Ibid., October 28, 1918, p. 8.

. . - L R
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‘the eastward advance of the wester

. November 4 and reports of an i

of the Militéry Service Act beca'rhé rather ,academic“‘and the debate

3

213

“

3 The Bulletin rﬁaintaivned that any individual could be placed in an army

camp and treated as a military deserter. . In gddition, a fine of fifty

dollars, a month's imprisonment or both could be levied if an individ-

ual failed to produce the appropriate docur ents. ;28 ‘The. Bulletin al3o
seemed to be questioning the censogship i_e islati:on.'/
- Will it 'render.the Bulletin liable to supprgvssion
and the editor to five thousand dollars fine and five
'~ years imprisonment to ask if the men responsjble for

the passing of such an order on the 19th of September,  °

making it effective from September 1st and solemnly

publishi%vit in the official gazette are drunk or

crazy ?2 e

“The -announcement of the _unconditir{)nal surrender of

Turkey and rumours thé_t revolution had broken out in Austria occupied:

the front pages of the Alberta press on November 1. The surrender

a

of Germany seemed imminent and most Al'bc";rt;% papérs insisted that

front precluded other news on .

ending peace were received with -

enthusiasm during the next few days. The acceptance of the armistice

p——

'term's'by Ger'mahy'andvthc en(d/of Bogtil'itig\s on November 11, 1918
was v@)elcomed by the press.

Cw With the end of the war, the question of the enforcement

settled around what action was to be ta‘ken_ against defaulters and em-~ =

- ployers who had erﬁployed'pc\ ;“‘fc without 'p_ropcr' papers. ‘Emﬁlofer's -

who had disregarded the laws with respect to hiring could be subject
to a.l*imaximum» S1X mohths impriéonment and a five hundred dollar <

fine. 230 On November 17 thé_'gove’rnment announced that ‘deféultersv

[

L 0% 229161, 2301bid., November 11, 1918, p. 9.

—
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vwould be punlshed although no definite decision:as to what action’ should

t!& ‘taken - was reached It_was_suggested, however, that the pupishment

-~ ’

should include d1sfranchisement for a.definite period of time. 231 This
-2 _x -
suggestion d1d not impress the Edmonton Bulletin which suggested that .

. ""the man who was willing to be ruled by the Huns rather than fight is

‘not. llkely to be enough concerned about the quest1on of who does rule '

ﬁ B
him to feel penahzed 1f his. .vote is cancelled n2 32 '

b

- The Bulletm stated that the conccrn shown by Ottawa
Ly
over the matter was. “polltlcal and not punitive. w233 1, suppose that

the “Government would lose an opportumtyz to use any possible excuse
%s a reason forvcarrymg through further measures of dlsfranchlsemert
o ‘would. not be reasonable n234 declarcd the Bulletin. | The rernoval 'o_f
the vote ' w111 not pumsh the defaulte& but‘it-may b‘etteriuthe Gove rn-. .
ment"s, chances of retaining'powe"r at ’the elections. n235 ‘T-he 'Ednmonton

" . Journa: denled the charges and pomted ou: ''the fact that these people

will vote ag ainst the government is not enough reason to g1v0 them the
1|236

vo_te .

. o SR The Bulletm sympathlzed W1th the grow1ng\cr1t1c1sm of )
,the Unlon government and supported the call of the Canadlan Counc1l of *
‘_Agrlculture for the repeal of the War- tlme Electlons Act the suspen-‘

vsmn of government 'by Order in Counc1l, the restoratmn of representa-

K tlve rlghts and dutles of Parhament the removal of censorship and

v

«

. . ) . s

D . /
' o 231 ; N . - .
‘ LT Ibid.,. Nove‘rnbe}g 18““, 1918, p. 'lf L
232 233 % | 234 235
: Ibid. ~Ibid. - Ibid.- Ibid. ;

- 236 ‘- B . ) ,‘ . ’ R . .
: Journal, Novembe 22, 19_18_, p- 4.
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permission of free speech. 1237 The Bulletin also criticised the gov- _
ernment's moves with respect to reconstruc’tion. : _ -

"Whether the Union Goverament fell down becausc :
it could not enforce conscription or because it could but
+did not want to, its faijure to provide reinfdrcements in
the number declared necessary forbids hope that it will
‘supply a reconstruction measure of the kmd that is now
necessary. 238 -

At the end of 1918 it :'appcared that defaulters would still

'be prose‘cuted. - On De,cember- 1, Mei'g‘hen/;’de'clared that it Was the pol-
‘icy of the government to convict'offender; and that there would be jno
amnesty under the law. 239 Of the elght thousand Alberta men called.
“up under the Mllltary Servxce Act, fne hundred had falled to report
‘for duty and another five hundred and thlrty flvc had failed.to reglster
under the Act. 240

23>7Bulletin (Edmonto_n); Decemb‘e'r_3, 19)8, p.

238 | : . )

““Ibid.  %3%Ibid., December 9, 1918, p. 12.

240
Ibid., December 16, 1918, p. 3.

oo



CHAPTER .VII | :
: CONCLUSION
The war had a dramatic affect 'on the Alt:e rta press.
4 Although the‘re. were a few. .pavcifisti‘odecla_rations during the war,
news aper'é' in the pro“\*ince took a loyel att.itutle, o:_?e:nly and enthusi-
nsti 11y subp’ortino the war effort. They ®ncouraged enlistm—ent,’

asked for contrlbutlons to patrlotxc funds and: publlshed the names of

su‘bscribers to Victory Loans,. Agreement about the necessity and\

correctness of the allied cause was so self—evxdent that it was usually

onlv dlscussed when it was necessary to pomt out to dxssuient elen'?ents

~ in Quebec their. patrlotxc dutv

Y The press agreed that the war should be conducted . -
eff1c1ently and that Cuanada should make vner contrlbutlons qulckly and “ ]
_do her share. How to arrive atuthe se obJectxves led to di sagreements
gx of tl\ue Borden govern- N

1
‘

’ bemeen ‘Alberta papers. The greatest cr:t:cz.s
: » .
'ment came from papers »whlch were trad}t

\?-'

8“&"

government but even pro- government pap@»rbs'

is not to: 1mply that the opposﬁtxbn was so"

~ ¢ ‘-Q..r\ * o S,

ONE

SIng'

gt

(( a .
wWar news. detorxally they often a\{oaded controverswﬁ tssues b pp—
. : e .
scription was one of these- Of the nihéty-two weekly papers
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K

e'xamihed,v sixty -two offered no editorial comment on co SC!‘lpthﬂ in

\ '“‘

1917 1 Of those who commented menty nine supported compql‘sory J S

; mlhtary service while one dlsagreed This is not to sugg&;;ﬁhat all

of the press with respect to the federal election of 1917. ; W

papers agreed with the Mlhtary Servlce Act only that the, Were in

. favour of conscrlptxon in prmcxple. \lany of these pape ?’followed

the lead of the Alberta daxlxes, some ol which deman conscrxptxon

R .
of wealth and conscrxptlon of labour for war p‘rm&)%ﬁx m addltlon to

conscrlptlon for mllltary ser\'lce.‘ The number %ﬁo’rials in the

AR

weekly press might lead one to undercstxmate the- % ncern over the

issue. This impression may be corrected by examining'the position

Two elections were held in Alberta in 1917 --the prov—

incial election in Juné and the federal ¢lection in Decernber. In the
Pprovincial election forty-one of the weekliés supported the Liberals,
. . ) . . . S . : :

eighteenﬂ gave their s_upport to t'hé:Conser\_’atives : four to_othe‘r candi--

: dates and twenty-exght contaxned no polxtlcal comment or adopted’\a\

neutral posxtlon 2 . o . & o

The number of papers which contairiéd fittle or no B
politipal corr_lment _is.'not'sur'pris'ing as t\\'e,lfe seats in th;z prp\'iucial
l.egisla:ture were not rout'ééted and. s’e‘vera‘lbo’f. the pa_pers which did hpqt-. . ‘i“ .
cbmment were located in thésc ri(‘liﬂng‘s.; , Furthcrn;o'ré, the ..\veeklies, - !\"'

even thOSe whose partxsanshlp \\as clearly ev 1dent usually toqk a

very soft lmc pollllcally although there were \ehement supporters of

The: posulon taken by indiv idual newspapers is outhned
in Appendu I which also contains a summary of the attitude of the ,
Alberta press to conscrlptlon and Unlon 5overnment.

The Albcrta Non—Partxsan \w‘as not publxshlng at this
time. . .
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all po’li‘tlcal groups in the election. What 1s, surpx;ising is the'shift

which occurs by December " One must be careful in comparmg the

voting results from these two electlons for several reasons. ‘Con—
" : o
stituencies differ in size and location ‘The provmc1al leeral parties

-on the pralrles had tended to alienate themselves from the federal '

T

" Liberals in order to mainfain the support of the low tariff farm vote
. 0N " X L.

The new electoral laws altered the size and nature of the electorate

in the federal election of December 7, 1917. However, since we are
not comparing voting patterns but the changes in the political stances

of various papers, our analysis is not affected by these changes.

Prior to the federal election of 1917 Alberta papers were usually con-
sistentlyﬁaé;isan or consistently non—politic»al in their.yiews, ‘hence

out observations on their behaviour are useful.

In Dec‘ember of 1917 sixty-three of the Alberta weeklles_

:supported the Unionist cause. Of the eighteen papers which had sup-

v 'ported the Conservatives in therprovincial election in June, si:’cteen'.,

supported the Umomst cause_” One turned Liberal and one remaxped

undecided. Of the’ forty -one weeklies supportlng the Liberals in June,

only six papers remalned Liberal; twenty-seven turned to the Unlonlst
. . coe B . ’

caus‘e and eight adopted a’ non—political format. Not all Mberta week-'

* lies preferred to avoid the issues however. In June, twenty -eight

weekl’yb newspapers offer.ed ne political comment but in December?only
eigh_t of these continued to adopt a non-political line. ! ‘Since the rnajor
issue 1n the Federal election of‘ 1917 \'was(‘conseription, _there can be
littl‘e doubt that it was'this issue whi?h was resp()nsi‘ble'for the political
Shlft in the Alberta weekly press.

-

Part of the Alberta dally prass had also undergone a

.

~

»

e

"
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tran51t10n m polltxcal alleglance after the formatxon of a pro-

conscription party. Indeed it was th@Calgary Alber‘tan a former
. . —_—

L:flber.al daily, Which‘ led the crusad% for a coalition win—the—war gov-
: : : \
¢rnment. Four Alberta dailies did not change their polxtxcal 1ma%e to

any great degree. ‘The Calgary Herald and the Edmonton Journal

3

Nlowed Sir Robert Borden and the Conservatxve party into the Unl'on-

WhllL the Edmonton Bulletin and the Cajary Canadlan

‘fo merly the News- Telegram re‘mamed'leeral. Three'.Alberta

ionist ca se->the Lethbridge Herald, the Calgary Albertan, and the

Medicine ‘Hat News

Whlle thé Calgary Canadian was the only" :’\lberta daxly
(-
which strongly opposed the principle of conscrlpnon it was the other.

leeral da‘lly,. the Equnton Bulletin wh;c‘h led the campaién for'
. . . . . . . 0 :

Laurier and the Liberals in"Alberta. In this they were af course

-unsuc_ce’ss,fdl. . The degree to which the success of the Unionist cause |

S wa: thg.-reSult»o'f the changing attitudes in the Alberta press may be

_ile§tio_n‘ed.; It is not the.ourpose of this thesie'to,deterniine the degree.

ot.whlch ne\w;spapers affect the voting patterns of a fronti‘er population,
rather it. is t.o' (*xaniihe_ what‘pos-ition \v‘as taken bv -’\l'berta napers ‘\\;ithv :
respect to the isshee b'eing discussed The abllxty of the Alberta :

| electorate to 1ghore the polltxcal xxe;x's of the dally press in the elec-

PN
toral campalgns_ followmg- the ‘war should indicate to us the amount of

. : ‘ e n . « - . - . A . . -
caution required in using this information’'as a reflection of public
opinion. : S S . ' 5
g C ‘ . o o : v::],.
Indeed, xtt,Ls,{m the changgs which occur in provmcral

and federal polltlcs followxng the war-—-—m the: destructxon of the
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3] T -

dominante of the traditional parties in Alberta and the Canadian west--

’

that these-issues deserve consideration. Among the reasons fof these '
changes--the high tariffs, the-discrepancies in railway rates, the dis-

agreement over the federal government's agricultural policy, and the

- emergence of populist ideas--one must consider the promises to west- A

y . j _ ’ ) | | )
ern fai/j?érs made and broken during the conscription crisis. The .
. enforcement of the Military Service Act was the platform dpon which
o R Union go{/ernment was presented to the Canadian people. Yet it was . o

the férmation of this allianc e W}Y{Ch helped to destroy the traditional

parties. It is within thiVS'co‘nt‘ext that an unde rstahdi_‘ng of the Alberta

o 4

press and their attitudes during the conscription crisis in Wo’fld War 1
. . v . "‘ - \ . o .. : .
is useful. Hopefully, it helps to explain not only the transition from

the traditi'bnal'political parties but the distrust by the electorate of the

‘press itself.
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APPENDIX III

.

THE'ALBERTA PRESS: POLITICAL VIEWS AND CONSCRIPTION

C Conservative ' . ' A Against Conscription
F.C. Farm Candidate ) . F - For Conscription
Liberal - - N.C.. No Comment
Lab - Labour . ’
. N+ Nonpolitical or Neutral
N.P. Non-Partisan.

, Undetermined or Undecided
UN Unionist . . R
X . Not publishing = . ’ ' ‘ v

. The above abbreviations are used in the following table
to indicate the political leanings of Alberta newspapers and to. indicate
the editorial position of each paper on the conscription issue.

Provincial Federal. Editorial

_ ' ; - Election Election Stand on

- Newspapers Published Daily 1917 . 1917 ‘Conscription T
Calgary Albertan - : - : L ~ UN F,'W:
Calgary Herald o | c UN F
Calgary NewS—feljegram - - v‘

- (Canadian) ’ N L A
Edmo;xton Bulletin L L - F
Edmonton "J’c.)vu’rr?al : 'C. : UN ’ F
Lethbridge Herald L . UN F
Medicine ‘Hat _News‘ L : UN | F »

N
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l ; Provincial Federal Editorial
. o Election Election Stand on
Newspapers Published: ,Weekly 1917 191 7_ Conscription .
Acme Sentinel : , N UN F -
Alberta Non-Partisan X : N.P.. U -
Alix Freé Press - N UN N €
Alliance Times L UN F
Athabaska Herold L - UN N.C
" Banff Crag a'nd.(blanyon N un "~ F
Bashaw “tar | L - L N. C.
*: ~ Bassano Mail . c UN. . N. C.
Bawlf Sun - L UN J . N.c.
:'B(e‘llOVllle.--;Tirries ‘N UN N.C.-
¥ Blg Valley Newrs' L ,’ , L N C "
A_Blair'x:no Enterprise N UN N.C..
'Bdw Isianc Review I L ‘ | UN- F ,?
Brooks Bulletin L4 UN N.C
Calgary Fye Opencr . - N I}\L R
‘Tﬁe' Camrose Canadian I E L—‘.i o .' ‘L' \"C
VC.’ardsioxg,Globe: | L | L L N.C
C.ar.mangavy-.S'un - L X - F
Carstairs Journal : ., L un F
‘Castor Adv;n&‘e ] ...U‘ UN | N.C
Chauvin Chronicle - U N F .
vCHinb,ok' Adv.aAnc'e‘ U 2 F -
Claresholm Review-Advertiser L “UN F



Provincial Federal
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.Edit'oria.l" |
Election Election Stand on
Newspapers Published Weekly 1917 1917 Conscription
Clive Newsl—Reéorder "L UN; o F
Cochrane Advocaie . 8] u ’ N. C.
Coleman Bulletin - u UN N. C.
Consort‘. Ehterpri‘ée U U N.C.
Coronation Reyi‘ew L UN | N'."C
Crossfield Chronicle L UN N. C.
Daysland Press . L UN N. C.
Delburne Progress .= '.L 8] -N.' C. 'i
Didsbury Pioneer U UN F o
E‘ldmo.nton ' eekiy Town Topics L L N. C
Empress Express U UN -. N. C
Erskiné Review L UN  N.C.
— B _ ;
Forestburg Advance o UN .‘; © NTC.
Fort Saskatchewan Conservator =~ C | UN N. C '
' Galahad Mail T UN " F
" Gleichen Call’ L u . _ N.C.
| Gfande Prairie Heraid ' ‘ C L N C.
Granum Néws | L "UN - F .
Hanna Herald Kol uN | F
'. 'YI.‘h'e. .’Ha;distyv Maii - U . .' UN N. C
The High River Times U . UN P
Holden Herald U ’ UlN. N.C
' H%Hemien News:. S U , | UN N-C.
Innigfaﬂ Province © - u U’ N.C.
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.
Provincial Federal Editorial
" o Election .Election Stand on
Newspapers Published Weekly 1917. . 1917 Conscription
Irma Times L UN F
* Killam News - L UN F
Lacombe Western Globe C. UN N.C.’
Lake Saskatoon Journal F.C. X . ‘N. C.
Leduc Representative L UN N. C.
_Lloydminstef Times U UN F
Lomond Press U .UN F
‘ Loughe’ed Expréés L - UN F
Matnville Empire C UN ~F
Monitor Nev&s ) N L "UN . N.
Munson Mail U U N. C. o
Nanton News U UN N.c. .
‘Nutcracker - - "},‘5\0_;:&, Lab Lab X .
——_._H—T—- .. . \ ”t as . . . _— A .
‘ Qﬁ% v 5 o
Okotoks Review - _ C UN N. C.
Olds Gazette L U N. C.
‘Oyen News L 6] N. C.
Peace River Record c. UN N. C.
: Peacé- RivergSt.am.ia.rd L UN ' F .
Pincher Creek Echo c UN F o
. Pc'moka'v'Heréﬁld_ S C UN F | , /
- pilo'vost News U UN F ,
-Raymond Lteaiaé,i" C U N. C.
c UN N.

Redcliffe Review |
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Provincial Federal
, . Election  Election Stand on
Newspapers Published Weekly 1917 . . 1917 Conscription
Red Deef_ Advocate ~ UN N.. C.

" Red Deer Néws <. un N. C.
Sedgwiék Sen‘tinel' L . “"- » UN N. C
Statesman Lab ©  Lab A
Stavely Advertiser L UN N C.

- Stettler Indepeﬁdent | U U N.
Sfrathmore and ‘Bow ValAle':y

Standard C UN F o
"Stlv-»ome Dispétch ‘ C | UN N. C.
Taber Ti‘rﬁés,‘ | L UN N.C.
Three Hills ‘Capit'al e UN F
Tofield Advertiser L N. C. N. .
Troéhu Tribune L UN. N. C.
Vegreville Obserl"vér L UN ., F
‘Vermilion Standard .f- C uN  N.C.
Viking News L N. C.
Vulcan Advocate N.P N.P N.
Wainwright Star F
Western L.ejader. L NC

" Western Standard | L ‘uN N.C."
Weta‘..skiwin P;r'e‘e Prés.;; | U U - N.C.
Wétaski\x'lin Times : | L _ L ? N. C

| Youngétqw_n' Plain Dealer U U N c. 

- "7
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Summary of Views of the. Weekly Press

June Provincial Election , December Federal Election.
Conservative 18 - Labour i 2
Farm Candidate . l- Liberal 7
Labour 2 ' Non Partisan 2
Liberal - -~ 41 Unionist ' 63
Non Partisan 1 - No political comment - 15
No political comment 28 Not publishing 3
Not publishing - R P ; ‘_
, . , Total 92

Total - ' 92 ' = ,
Undecided or’ no polltxcal comment in both clectxons .82
Liberal in both elections - : 6

. Liberal to Unionist - : - ’ .27 N
Conservative to Unionist B : N 16 .
Non-political to Unionist : s 20 p
Liberal to undecided’ ' X : 8
Conservative to Liberal 1
Conservative to undecided : . 1
Non Partisan : o - 2b

".Labour C . : 2,
‘'Farm Candidate : o o , ' . ic

~ Total ' R \ o L ;92

alncludes two papers whlch had ceased publlcatxon after June 7.
'bOne of these was not pubhshed prior to the June electlon

ThlS paper ceased publlcatxon between electlons

Conscription

29 . For A
1 Agairst - :
62 ~No editorial commem or undeclded ,

4

g‘\
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