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Oil Sands Research and Information Network 

The Oil Sands Research and Information Network (OSRIN) is a university-based, independent 

organization that compiles, interprets and analyses available knowledge about managing the 

environmental impacts to landscapes and water affected by oil sands mining and gets that 

knowledge into the hands of those who can use it to drive breakthrough improvements in 

regulations and practices.  OSRIN is a project of the University of Alberta’s School of Energy 

and the Environment (SEE).  OSRIN was launched with a start-up grant of $4.5 million from 

Alberta Environment and a $250,000 grant from the Canada School of Energy and Environment 

Ltd. 

OSRIN provides: 

 Governments with the independent, objective, and credible information and analysis 

required to put appropriate regulatory and policy frameworks in place 

 Media, opinion leaders and the general public with the facts about oil sands 

development, its environmental and social impacts, and landscape/water reclamation 

activities – so that public dialogue and policy is informed by solid evidence 

 Industry with ready access to an integrated view of research that will help them 

make and execute environmental management plans – a view that crosses disciplines 

and organizational boundaries 

OSRIN recognizes that much research has been done in these areas by a variety of players over 

40 years of oil sands development.  OSRIN synthesizes this collective knowledge and presents it 

in a form that allows others to use it to solve pressing problems. 
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REPORT SUMMARY 

One of the core mandates for the Oil Sands Research and Information Network (OSRIN) was to 

enhance access to oil sands environmental management information.  With OSRIN’s mandate 

ending December 31, 2014 OSRIN sought a partner with a similar philosophy to provide an 

archive for the website content and to continue the role of knowledge generation, perhaps with a 

broader scope than the oil sands.  OSRIN provided funding for the Alberta Centre for 

Reclamation and Restoration Ecology (ACRRE) initiative at the University of Alberta to develop 

an ACRRE website, which will house the OSRIN content, and to produce a series of knowledge 

exchange communications that will be used to demonstrate the business case for ACRRE, a 

knowledge generating and sharing program for the reclamation and restoration community. 

Previous work conducted by OSRIN has demonstrated the strong desire, across a broad base of 

stakeholder groups, for increased access to timely research information.  Stakeholders 

participating in OSRIN’s workshops have also demonstrated this thirst for knowledge sharing 

opportunities. 

Outreach and application of knowledge is a key component of ACRRE’s mandate.  ACRRE will 

connect scientists, practitioners, managers, regulators, and policymakers. Collaborative efforts 

within this network will focus on integrating, synthesizing, sharing and applying scientific 

knowledge to address challenges in land reclamation and restoration.  The Faculty of 

Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences (ALES) at the University of Alberta and OSRIN 

have already provided proof-of-concept of the delivery of the Centre’s outreach mandate.  The 

delivery of the outreach program will be through: preparation of major synthesis and review 

papers on topics of particular importance to partners; creation of short, focused Research Notes 

synthesizing recent research results; delivery of technology transfer workshops, symposia, and 

conferences; and organization of field tours. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

One of the core mandates for the Oil Sands Research and Information Network (OSRIN) was to 

enhance access to oil sands environmental management information.  This mandate was 

accomplished through a variety of formats, including: 

 The website – which had a broad range of valuable information for researchers and 

the general public, including daily news feeds, website links and videos 

 The Did You Know series of short articles to create interest in, and awareness of, 

issues relevant to oil sands and the Fort McMurray region 

 The digitized collection of historical research and policy documents housed on the 

University of Alberta’s Education & Research Archive (ERA) site 

(http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.17209) 

 A series of reports arising from the research projects that OSRIN funded, also 

available on the ERA site 

With OSRIN’s mandate ending December 31, 2014 they sought a partner with a similar 

philosophy to provide an archive for the website content and to continue the role of knowledge 

generation, perhaps with a broader scope than the oil sands.  OSRIN has provided funding for the 

Alberta Centre for Reclamation and Restoration Ecology (ACRRE) initiative at the University of 

Alberta.  Funds were used to develop an ACRRE website, which will house the OSRIN content, 

and to produce a series of knowledge exchange communications that will be used to demonstrate 

the business case for ACRRE, a knowledge generating and sharing program for the reclamation 

and restoration community. 

Previous work conducted by OSRIN has demonstrated the strong desire, across a broad base of 

stakeholder groups, for increased access to timely research information (Alberta Innovates – 

Technology Futures 2012, Jones and Forrest 2010, Oil Sands Research and Information Network 

2014a,b).  Stakeholders participating in OSRIN’s workshops have also demonstrated this thirst 

for knowledge sharing opportunities. 

2 ALBERTA CENTRE FOR RECLAMATION AND RESTORATION ECOLOGY 

The Alberta Centre for Reclamation and Restoration Ecology at the University of Alberta 

(ACRRE) will serve as a nucleus for the development of world-class research programs, 

education of natural resource professionals, application of scientific knowledge to best 

management practices and policies, and enhancement of public education. 

The Faculty of Agricultural, Life & Environmental Sciences (ALES) is working with industry 

and government to secure funding to establish a world-class Centre with the expertise, skills, 

infrastructure and financial support to tackle today’s pressing challenges in reclaiming and 

restoring damaged ecosystems.  The Centre will bring together and encourage the activities of a 

strong group of natural and social scientists at the University of Alberta who are passionate about 

providing science-based solutions to these challenges.  This group has expertise in the diversity 

http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.17209
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of natural and social science disciplines required for the holistic approach needed to effectively 

address these challenges.  The Centre will be the ‘go-to’ place for students, managers and policy 

makers who share this common goal.  The Centre will facilitate high quality discovery research, 

that is credible with peers in the global scientific community – and that is always focused on 

applications towards solving real-world problems.  It will provide the scientific basis for best 

management practices, whether those involve altering industrial processes or developing 

mitigation procedures to speed recovery of ecosystems.  Training the next generation of 

managers and problem solvers both at the undergraduate and graduate levels will be a key 

mandate for the Centre. 

ACRRE will support and expand upon the current natural and social sciences expertise in the 

Faculty of Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences (ALES) and other faculties at the 

University of Alberta (e.g., Engineering, Science, Business).  This includes research 

encompassing conservation and sustainable management of water, soils, vegetation, and wildlife 

complemented by work at the interface of social, economic and environmental policy.  The 

University of Alberta is ideally positioned to provide the knowledge base required to support 

development of new approaches and strategies for ecosystem and landscape reclamation and 

restoration.  ACRRE will allow realization of this potential. 

Outreach and application of knowledge is a key component of ACRRE’s mandate.  ACRRE will 

connect scientists, practitioners, managers, regulators, and policymakers. Collaborative efforts 

within this network will focus on integrating, synthesizing, sharing and applying scientific 

knowledge to address challenges in land reclamation and restoration.  ALES and OSRIN have 

already provided proof-of-concept of the delivery of the Centre’s outreach mandate.  The 

delivery of the Outreach program will be through: preparation of major synthesis and review 

papers on topics of particular importance to our partners; creation of short, focused Research 

Notes synthesizing recent research results; delivery of technology transfer workshops, symposia, 

and conferences; and organization of field tours. 

2.1 ACRRE Website 

With funding from OSRIN, ACRRE has established a website (http://acrre.ualberta.ca/) as a 

starting point for its outreach efforts.  The website provides prospective partners with examples 

of knowledge generation and sharing materials and services offered by ACCRE.  In addition, the 

ACRRE website has a dedicated archival section for the original OSRIN website content. 

2.2 ACRRE Research Notes 

ACRRE has developed Research Notes to provide short summaries of key research initiatives 

and their management implications.  These Research Notes build on similar communications 

offered by University of Alberta’s Enhanced Forest Management Group 

(http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.32846).  A sample Research Note is provided in Appendix 1 and 

is available online at http://acrre.ualberta.ca/Outreach/ACRRE-Research-Notes. 

http://acrre.ualberta.ca/
http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.32846
http://acrre.ualberta.ca/Outreach/ACRRE-Research-Notes


 

7 

2.3 ACRRE Newsletter 

Stakeholders have indicated a desire for more knowledge (Alberta Innovates – Technology 

Futures 2012, Oil Sands Research and Information Network 2014b) but they do not always have 

the opportunity to search the website regularly. Therefore, OSRIN found it helpful to promote 

new information through a Newsletter.  OSRIN’s Newsletter was issued bi-weekly and focused 

on alerting readers to new information that had been added to the website and new research 

reports that would be of interest to the community (sample provided in Appendix 2).  By 

providing these alerts, the Newsletter lowered the demands on people’s time and increased 

exposure. As of December 2014 OSRIN’s Newsletter reached 274 people, with approximately 

42% of subscribers opening the Newsletter each issue and about 23% clicking on at least one of 

the items to get more information.  

The Faculty of ALES currently produces a bulletin called “Renew” as an information 

dissemination tool (http://www.rr.ualberta.ca/en/AboutUs/RenewNewsletter.aspx).  RENEW 

highlights current research being conducted in the Department of Renewable Resources in 

conservation biology, forest ecology and management, agriculture and the environment, as well 

as reclamation and restoration of land and water.  It is issued twice a year to approximately 

250 subscribers. 

In future an ACRRE Newsletter will continue the success of the OSRIN Newsletter, and 

complement RENEW by focusing directly on research related to reclamation and restoration 

ecology. 

2.4 ACRRE Extension Opportunities 

There are a number of other opportunities for knowledge exchange and extension that ACRRE 

aims to pursue in the future.  For example, a Lunch and Learn session that will bring the latest 

research findings directly to practitioners and provide opportunities for discussion and exchange 

of ideas.  The first Lunch and Learn events are planned for March 2015 in Calgary and 

Edmonton.  Another opportunity would be to organize symposia or workshops on topics of key 

importance to partners.  These would be modelled after similar, very successful, OSRIN 

initiatives such as the symposium on the concept of resilience in reclaimed ecosystems (Pyper et 

al. 2013).  In a similar vein, field tours would provide an excellent opportunity for active 

discussion and exchange of ideas between researchers and practitioners.  

Another future opportunity is in the area of professional continuing education, whether that be 

through formal programs, certificate programs or short courses.  The Faculty of ALES at the 

University of Alberta offers a major in Land Reclamation within its Bachelor of Science in 

Environmental and Conservation Sciences; ALES is also home to the Land Reclamation 

International Graduate School which supports graduate education in land reclamation.  As such, 

ALES and the University of Alberta have the capability to provide world-class continuing 

education to natural resource professionals. 

Finally, ACRRE aims to become a trusted source of information for the general public.  

Dissemination of information could be through the website and through special public 

http://www.rr.ualberta.ca/en/AboutUs/RenewNewsletter.aspx
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presentations.  There are also exciting opportunities for development of educational materials 

aimed at school children. 

2.5 Opportunities for Strategic Partnerships 

There are a number of Alberta organizations that share some of the core goals of ACRRE that we 

could partner with to deliver the products that stakeholders have expressed interest in (Alberta 

Innovates – Technology Futures 2012, Oil Sands Research and Information Network 2014b).  

For example, the University (Department of Renewable Resources) has already worked with the 

Alberta Land-use Knowledge Network (LuKN) in producing videotaped seminar presentations.  

Staff also have relationships with the Canadian Land Reclamation Association and Alberta 

Institute of Agrologists; both organizations provide excellent opportunities for partnerships in 

knowledge exchange and professional education. 
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LuKN Alberta Land-use Knowledge Network 

OSRIN Oil Sands Research and Information Network 

SEE School of Energy and the Environment 
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