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OUTLINE  OF  PAPER  –  The  work  as  it  is  presented  here  is  not  intended  for  circulation  or  
citation.  
  
1.  Background  

•   Initial  project:  North  Vancouver  
•   Purpose:  consider  the  ambivalent  and  mutually  constituting  relationship  between  

two  historically  and  spatially  defining  sites:    
•   local  shopping  mall  (Lynn  Valley  Centre)    
•   large  park  (Lynn  Canyon)  

•   2  polar  abysses  
•   reserve  of  wild  nature  –  abyss:  

•   “represents  the  terror  of  existential  freedom.  …  [T]he  abyss  
ironically  represents  transcendence  and  the  possibility  that  we  
might  become  more  tomorrow  than  we  are  today”  (Featherstone  
2015,  213).  

•   inward-­facing  shopping  mall  and  vast  emptiness  of  the  surface  parking  
that  encircled  it  –  negative  abyss:    

•   “offers  no  real  freedom  and  does  not  lead  anywhere  new  but  
rather  transfixes  the  viewer  somewhere  and  nowhere  in  such  a  
way  that  [its]  darkness  …  becomes  a  representation  of  the  
nothingness  of  death”  (Featherstone  2015,  213).  

  
II.  Failed  Nostalgia  Tour  

•   Nostalgia  tour:  revisited  some  places  with  the  intention  of  being  reminded  of  past  habits  
or  inducing  an  affective  resonance.  

•   2  companions  
•   Expectation:  some  sort  of  affective  resonance  between  a  visceral  or  habitual  

bodily  encounter  with  a  familiar  or  reminiscent  place.  
•   But:  unaffecting.    

  
III.  Wrong  Feelings  

•   Feeling  wrong  
•   unsettling  experience  of  having  an  unexpected  and  unwelcome  affective  

response  to  a  place  and  in  a  place  and,  in  turn,  the  place  having  the  wrong  feel  
and  mobilizing  the  wrong  feelings.    

•   related  to  the  production  of  place,  of  time,  and  of  the  body  
•   the  place  lacked  affective  or  temporal  depth  

•   Sense  of  failure  on  3  registers  
•   The  body  fails.    
•   The  place  fails.    
•   Affect  fails.    
•   Failures  only  in  relation  to  a  particular  matrix  of  expectations  and  familiar  ways  of  

feeling  premised  on  some  relationship  to  temporality.  
•   Premised  on  critical  theories  of  spatialization  –  social  production  of  space  (Lefebvre  

1991)  
•   Adding  production  of  time—temporalization.    



  
IV.  Other  wrong  feelings  

•   Uncanniness  
•   Freud:  “Unheimlich  is  the  name  for  everything  that  ought  to  have  remained...  

secret  and  hidden  but  has  come  to  light”  (Vidler  1992)  
•   suggests  unacknowledged  but  lurking  layers  of  symbolic,  subjective,  imaginative,  

and  collective  depths.  
•   Déjà  vu    

•   a  moment  in  a  specific  social  configuration  of  place,  people,  and  activities,  that  
registers  as  cognitively  feeling  familiar  and  simultaneously  lacking  emotional  
intensity  in  and  of  itself.    

•   E.g.  “Time  Travelling”  comic  by  Kevin  Huizenga  –  sense  of  repetition,  déjà  vu,  
and  accumulation  of  time  —  similar  to  the  “instant”  and  the  relation  between  
temporal  and  eternal  that  Kierkegaard  describes  in  The  Concept  of  Dread.  

  
V.  Conclusion  

•   This  paper  extends  theories  of  spatialization  (that  space  is  an  ongoing  social  production)  
to  include  considerations  of  time  and  the  ways  in  which  time  layers  with  space  at  the  site  
of  the  experience  of  the  body  in  order  to  render  place.    

•   Being  at  the  beginning  of  such  a  project,  I  am  yet  uncertain  how  to  tackle  jointly  the  
problem  of  making  space,  time,  and  the  body  through  affect  but  it  seems  worth  
remembering  Elias’s  (1992)  five  dimensions:    

•   The  3  dimensions  of  space  
•   The  4th  dimension  of  time  
•   And,  for  humans,  the  5th  dimension  of  

meaning/symbols/consciousness/experience  
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