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According to some studies, young women begin silencing themselves during the
adolescent years. This narrative inquiry describes the lived and told experiences of five
young women in conversation. Authentic conversation was the goal. There were two
adolescent women to explore their voices, to tell their stories, to experience a place where
they leamed to be supported and leamed to support others. The second purpose was to
develop my own sensitivity as a teacher to find ways to support and challenge adolescent
women in their development and discovery of voice.
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of silencing, speaking, knowing and not knowing were closely monitored and encouraged.
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3c8c8 Part 1: Welcome 308080

pcn!. !mmhﬂd ' lhuui( lﬂemlm nyﬂ [ because Iﬁd’ gﬂnm

m-yﬂ mﬂﬁhmqﬂ—yh, 108 mhﬁ-ﬂm!m
those around me, including family, teachers and peers, were aot able 0 motivaie and mrtwre me
for the purpose of empowerment. | chose silence and isolstion. 1 was not awere of mmy
opporumities at the time 10 help me understand myself and my relationships with others. 1 feel if |
hﬂmmmml@mmmmmﬂ“mml

hﬁﬂlwﬂnmaq&hmmn&h:ﬁﬂi
order ©0 discover move about themseives and others. | wanted 10 create & space such as the one |
mﬁnﬂmm-:nﬁm My research, therefore, is a stady of & possible



(BCBCE Chapter 1 BOBO®

8% Creating My Own Path (5%
focused me on this topic. Some of my university courses led me onto a path of my own self-
discovery as well as created within me a strong belief in the kind of opportunities learners should
be given. A few of them also helped me sort through experiences learners should mot have. |
continued 10 be attracted towards stories and essays about women and their development. | am
certain, however, that an important reason for my interest was knowing how 10 best support my
Little Sister, 'Suzie.' since I became a Big Sister through 'Big Sister and Big Brother Society’ in the
fall of 1991. My desire ©0 help youth prompied me 10 join this organization. Omnce | did, it was
important that | learned how best 10 support and nurture her. In developing competence in this
area, | became 20 focused on this topic that I relase many more experiences 10 my leaming and uee
the leaming around Suzie 10 help nurture and support others around me. The following is part of
the story | am living and leaming by being in relationship with her.

Ideas, thoughts, feelings, people, meanings
In the lives of each other -
To crease something complesely new
By the movement in my stomach, those butterflies that showed up that moming had sned
im0 unicorns as | stepped out of the car and began walking toward the apartment building. Bard,
my case worker, drove up as | approached the sidewalk. As she pressed the buzaer of apartment
“Come o wp.” the voice respoaded.
As we walked down the hallway 10 the apartment, | thought abowt how the menths of
Was 0 Rervous.



A door at the end of the hall opened and a young girl peered from out of her home.
clothes and many unidentifiable objects. My eyes quickly scanned the room, 10 find the face | had
seen only in a photograph taken three years earlier.
There she was, sitting on the floor in the comer of the room.
Wnﬁhmmm;mIMﬁigl'ﬂﬁthﬂ

l-ﬂuﬂﬂnﬂ““lmummwuh
me, 50, being as polite as | knew how, | mumbled something that everyone says on mecting
most sprowting bodies at this age are. There was something about how she moved, wih 2
sophistication that did not belong 10 this setting. She, 1 think, was trying ©0 impress me 0. I
worked.

This was the beginning of a new relationship for me. Listle did I know that it would also
n:mmwmmmlmq&:; a of what |1 mow call

Suzie and | wen ntasyland 1o celebrate our first amniversary in November of 1992,
calied the Mindbender, | had a great time boing with this young women for whom I hed growa
care. S0 much has happoned since | first met Suzie, for Soth her and me. mmﬂ
iearnings that | have had around this relationship heve boon immence and immeasursbis

h“gﬂMDﬁﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂigﬂﬂ

ﬁﬁ-ﬂqm mguﬁ ,:;:;1;; ng -;mﬂin

The ‘what ifs’ lnep coming up for me. Whet if someons would have said they belisved
me? What if | had had the opporamnity 0 speek with others in the same shustion? What If | bnd

3



But by looking at my silence and isolation | can speculate about what would empower others,
My story did not begin the same as Suzie's, nor did | have the same experiences. However,
her story of adolescence is still forming and changing, where mine is history. This is where owr

Hello, do you hear me?' a listle voice whispers.
I'm unsure about it, I've never lissened 10 it before.
Do I trust it? Will it hurt?
It continues 10 get louder, and | begin 10 lissen.
1 begin by guestioning i1, so I will not believe all it says
It may deceive me, it may hurt me
It gets 30 loud it begins 10 sake over and control my essence
It does not deceive me, it wonidn't insentionally hurt me
In developing 3 topic for smdy | scarched for many smswers and comstruced mew
together, 10 help formulste and mold what was most important for me s & learner, educator, and
contributing member of society. In my exploration I have continusd and will continus 10 construct
q“b“ﬁlhﬁﬂ-ﬂwﬂgmm&ﬁl
plescent and aleo in the relationships | have or have had with adolesconts. Delenky,
Chiy m&mum)ﬁﬁ'ﬂmhmﬂﬁ
© know and larm. Through their descriptions [ believe | am a constuctivist. “Consuctivien
141).

empowerment. By empowerment, | heve coms 10 mesn mem of 2 perscaal power er, 28 dofiend by
Hellbrun (1968), “power is e asbility ©©0 ke one's place in whatsver discowss is comatial ®
action and the right %0 have oue’s part metier” (p. 18). | contiams 0 dsvelep and malntais my owe

4



personal power, ofien stuggling with preconceptions and societal expectations of what | should be
or how | cught 10 act as a8 woman, a friend, a dsughter, a siser, 2 student and a teacher. Making
sease of my roles and expectations of myself continues ©0 change, ©0 ¢cvolve. Somstimes e
process is more definite and, at other times, it is wnclear. Miller (1906) reminded me that "a
necessary part of all experience is a recognition of one's weakmesses and limitations. That most
valusble of buman qualities - the sbility 10 grow psychologically - is necessarfly an ongoing
process, involving repeated feelings of vuinerability all through life"” (p. 31).
reaction of others. By voice | have come ©0 mean speaking about what | believe in, rather then
what | think others may want me ©0 say. Brizman (1990) articulstes mose clomly and cloguendly.
Voice is meaning that resides in the individual and emables that individual w0
participse in a commmity ... The swruggle for voice begins when a persa
SMmpts 10 COmmunics '—“ﬂmﬁ. Flading the words, spesking
hﬂlﬂ““bﬂizﬂiﬁﬂﬁm Vaice
. ",ﬁ““hﬁﬂd‘ﬂ
m&mﬁ“ﬁﬁ“i[ nship ©© the other,
since understanding is a social process. (p. 4)
Miller (1906) pointed out "women have bosn 30 eucowraged 0 conconteaie on the emetions and
reactions of others that they have besn diverted from examining and expressing their own
emotions” (p. 39). But whea I lot my voice out, | feel powerful aad alive, sager ©0 support those
around me and prepared (0 take on the flercest beasts, those in sy head and hose In my world,
During e periods | struggie, | am able 10 "move beyond discouragement” since 1 beliswe I have
uﬂ"mwﬁnmdaﬁﬂﬁ ﬁiﬁ“h:ﬁnﬁv

mmnm.pm
In my evolution, | contiaue 0 be interested in helping peopls lears showt Ghemssives,
hoping that they will discover and swrtwre their owa woices. In my ssasch 0 comsrect my
kmowing, I sorted Srough and selected sicries in my past that selated 10 personsl empowerment. |
came © know meny of thess fwough experisncing my owa growh and Geough belng b
Constructivists ssek 10 stotch @he cuter boundaries of thelr consclomsnems - by
making e wnconecions consciews, by consulling and Hening ® e all, ly
voking s wasaids, by lstening © ofhers and staying alsrt © all e cunvass sl
ents of B sbout Guem, by imagiaing Gemesives inside the now posm or

porson or ides that Ghey want 10 come 10 know and undecsnd. (Belenky, Clinchy,
Coldberger, & Turnle, 1906, p. 141)

The stories | semember aleo connect me with who | am and what is impertant 9 me. The steries |
008 In my futwe have much © @0 with supporting othess in their dovelopment of veiss.




In trying 10 make sense of my adolescence | think about the painfal and asxious times, the
times where | was very confused and the times where | was reaching out but closing myself off at
the same time. ! didat know how 10 open up. 1 dida't know it could be 50 freeing. At the time, |
up 10 them. For the most part, | isolasted myself.

In thinking back about what [ connected with, | think about the summer 1 read voraciously,
as Suzie continues 10 do. | made comnections with what | was reading, immersing mysslf into e
lives of the characters in those stories. Getting entangled in their stories, rather than creating my
belicved that would never be. | made many excuses, most of which weren't credible, whea 1 think

The conmections | make with adolescence come 10 me in a wave of frustration, anger, foer
and anxicty. Gilligan (1909) described the time of adolesconce as being the time when “girls ase b
danger of drowning or disappearing” (p. 10). At this tims | fought; my voice fought 10 contiane,
fought 10 reach owt. However, 20 one was these. They, nor 1, knew how 10 connect, 10 move out of
iﬂnnhwﬂvﬁﬁﬂ—lbaﬁ Iaﬂﬂnpﬂﬁnw

muﬁnwmmﬂxnlmm unhs;n—ly-u
aa wncomfortable place © be 30 | removed myself by making superficial connections with pesrs
and by getting lost in what | read.

Later, I grew 10 foel guilty about the way | acted thea. For @he fiest w yours of my
twentiss | continually tried 10 plsass, doing what was expected of me, 50 | could somehow male wp
for the times | had exprossed my hurt and anger in destructive ways. K becams important ©© have
my family’s approval. Ia my struggle 1 reconnect with my family, I consinued 1 sllence myselt, |
continued 0 be silent as | became mose compliant and much mose quist. & was important © b
Hﬂmnlﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁy llyﬁuﬁj.“h-

pig;-y-ym
1mmanmnﬂ--pu-mﬁl-—-ﬁ-‘

and could enjoy being an excellent teacher. Looking back aow at my wadergradunts couses, | fiel
that most of q“ﬂﬁ“h“ﬂl“ﬂﬂﬁlﬁ
1 1ot hem, since k wes sl important ©0 b accepted, eapeciaily by pespls who | Geught wen
smerter han 1. Then I met 2 single teacher who wanted 0 hear my velos, my suthentic velse. h
ﬁﬁ“ iﬂ;:ﬁ!ﬁg*_“ﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂ

ﬂiﬁ, Anjwﬁﬁkg;hg!ﬁihﬁﬁn



1 continue 10 seek those who help me develop my voice, those who will Heten 0,
1 feel accepted when | am "deeply heard™, whea there is "moistacss in [my) eyes” (Rogers, 1969,

continually keeping in mind what is best for me.

What do you want from me?

What do you expect 10 see?

Who will be involved in this?

Why do you want 10 spend your time?

You know you'll not make & dime!

Be clear about whes you are loshing w0 do

And remain faithful 10 those who ave duing & e

In developing your purpose thevenghly.

In this research project, ik was very important for me © lstss 0 Ge voloss of young

women who, perhaps, wese fighting with others, or struggiing t0 maintala eir voices, 0 find the

power their voices hold. [ wanted ©© be & supporter in their developmaent. | wanted  muin

coansctions with hem and learn sbout what they really wanted © smy. | wanind hem o male

connections with thelr poers and aleo with a caring adult. | wented Gem © know Gey will be

oerd. | wanted hem ®© ool comforisbie in their exprssion aad © know et what ey made
s0nes of was important 1 Ghelr dsvelopment of sslf and voice. As Datessa (1999) explained,

Dullding and sustaining the settings in which individuals can grow and wmiold, snt
‘hﬁﬂh“ﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁhhﬁﬁﬁi

Ons way © help s voices emerge was © provids 2 place 9 start whess Guee young
wemen could come 0 trest thelr cavironment. | belioved that seading Nsatuse would help coane




such a place. This was where | made conmections. In my youth | had 20 one with whom 1 share
these comnections. With a0 opportunity 10 share, | thought I was alone in what | thought. By uaing
Heerature 1 hoped 10 encourage the voices of adolescent women 10 explore and discover thelr
conmections in a safe environment with others. In 50 doing, | was interesied in creating mew
opportunities and comnections 30 these young women would learn how 10 support each other and
learn how 10 seek support whea they meeded it. "Peers are sbie 10 communicate meaningfully with
one another and % provide support in situations requiring a judicious mixtwre of support and good
sense” (Nemiroft, 1989, p. 10).

It has been very important for me 10 understand my own yowth, 10 learn sbout and remain
active in e continuing development of my own voice, aad 10 learn sbout my own learning

confornmity and silence of my earty aduithood through the stories | sl and resell. Aleo, In recomt
years, & has become very important for me 10 learn 10 be an open and supportive teacher, 10 help
students fee] good about themeeives and 10 provide a space whese they foel safe enough 1 let thelr
voices be heard. Whea | take care of this noed | foel fuifilied and content, clated and delighted et
1 have indeed made 2 differonce. Ia many ways my research is 2 continuation of weiling and resliing
my stories. 2ot oaly for my owa growth but also $0 make spaces for other young women. To quot
a line in a creed by an author waimown 10 me, “The purpose of e is 10 master - 10 count, 10 stend
for something, 10 have it make some difforence that we lived ot all.”

In this study | documented the journcy the young women and | ok as we got © kmow
each other in the new relationships, with a "passionate seainess™ (Rogers, 1969, p. 107). I 0
doing 1 was intenssted, primarily, in developing a safe space for these women © talk and loamn
sbout themeeives and others. [ listened clossly % the unspoken as well as the spohen; | wanted ©
hear what they wess saying as well as what they werent.

The primery pwposss of Ge sessarch wess tvafbld. The first was 0 coats & b
eavironment for s small group of adolsscent women 1 exploss their voices, © il thelr stories,
whese they would lsara © bs supported and 1 learn 0 suppert others. As Bach (1993) exproassd,
"R is my hops that we will continns © bseak the silsnce of eur lves and crats sl public qpases
in which ©0 il owr stories; space that will describe and explain humen B6 fom aniiph
porspectives” (p. 11). The sscond puposs for the sessasch was © dsvelap my own ssnsliivity a8
wacher, 10 find ways © support and challsngs adolessent women i Gelr dovelepment and
discovery of voics. [ followed e advice of Belsaky, Clinchy, Goldberger & Tasuls (1906) ¢ help
undersianding and acceptance over assseament, and collshenstion over dsbase™, | a0t out % “ecend
ngpect © and allow dms for s knowiedgs that emageid] Som fhvihend enporience” and
oncouraged s young women ‘1o evolve Geir own pestioms of wark based en e prebims Gy



[mlp&nhg“(pm 1 believed that by "supporting and validating” each young woman in her

evelopment of "a sense of competence in her own abilities, independent of the praise of others”
ﬁhb“'ﬁmmmurmef:’:j:: her wishes, tastes, reactions, her very
selfhood will serve her well in formulating who she uniquely will come 10 be” (Josselson, 1987, p.
188).
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As | squeeze my clay

As I warm it with my hands

My energy, my feelings. my thoughts

Get embedded in this sometimes soft, sometimes hard
Will depend on how | get 10 kmow my clay

And how it gets 10 know me

1 seek 10 encircie it with my hands

lmmmhwnyck_y‘ndmbma
And come 10 care and respect it
In order 10 maintain -ygpiy r hiim ,,,,,,, ﬁq'ﬂﬂm m £s 00

mﬂym&-nmmﬂhmmdﬁmglk
owerment of 2 small growp of young women. Over the course of my study | sought the input
dﬁm@ﬁhn&mﬂhhhm'ﬁ“ﬁb
respect and remain faithfil 10 them: and sought ©0 interact “as a direct response 10 individuals with
whom one is in relstion” (Noddings, 1986, p. 497). | wanted ©0 help them identify their owe
problems in order 10 "arouse in the learner an active quest for information and for production of
new ideas” and 0 help them ask new questions (Dewey, 1938, p. 79). 1 did aot want em 10 be
i;'ﬁr,'ﬂelﬂﬁwﬁﬁ;f ' ' '

Power iex't given by one person 0 another. K deveiops in the centent of &

relationship. Bmpowering relntionships develop over time and it s tms for
nt_b#ﬁﬁﬂﬁ“* ?-—-

relationships e
oquality, caring and muteal purposs and intention.



The ‘clay’ 1 referred  is the substance that is expressed in this thesis, and evolved 28 2
ollsboration, s mutually constructed story created out of the lives of both ressarcher and
m:r(c'-ﬂyim 1990, p. 12).

In the next section | turn 10 the liserature 0 expiore what has been writtes about adoles
_ﬂm lﬁmh"nmdm vﬁlﬂ'ﬂlﬂﬁ'
ISSL lﬂl-:m'ﬁmﬂ:ﬁiymtdﬁm
print, whese my voice will remain as it is shown heee snd whese e voices of the Hieratuse willl be

Wheat do | say? Where do | go?
WAar's his name and is he nice? 1 want 10 be with you.
Listen 10 me.
wngure abowt sy capabilitics and whese | fit, 30 | think I just consted, not getting involved in a Jot.
1 had no passion or enthusiasm for any one thing, and | heve, at this time, 20 clear wnderstanding of
e reasons. 1 saw myself as & passive recipiont of the world ssound me. | was walling for ings
© happen to me rather than making them happon for me, since | was wacorin of my influsnce on
1 choss ©0 belisve mom in cutside authority than snything | might think or construct. By
Selisving caly i cutside autherkty | éid act have any desie 99 loarn shout myeolt, slace I beliows |
was unshie o think for mysslf. Not untll | bagan belloving ln myeslf s sn suthartly @d | baghn
oprning crativity wes semething soericted 9 my ant clasms, 88 eption b ;y sseend your of



high school. | believe this conception contributed 0 how I saw my futwe stories. Aay type of

future | saw for myself was fragmented and included familiar scenarios, nothing thet was ot all

foreign 10 me, nothing that really involved any creativity. These familiar scenarios wese safe and
Today's young women seem 60 have a lot more 0 think and werry sbeut
_lﬂjﬁhﬂihlﬂlbhﬂb“id_u—nﬁ

ﬁim.ﬂs ﬁ!nﬂim‘ muhm
about mmﬁﬁhﬁ“ m‘ niﬁehgig!

lﬁi]ﬂaﬁ. (pli). mhﬁ:ﬁ_ﬁq‘mbyd“
and thus losing connection with what is commonily takin to be ‘reality’ * (Glligan,
1909, p. 29).

E&mm,lﬁ)mhﬁi & study in Eagland that indicated that ‘typleal
—ﬂﬂ-ﬁhﬂ-“mmﬁgﬁ'ﬁﬁ
employment being shaped by child care and domestic respensibiliiies” (p. 462).

A young woman, 30 polise and 50 calm on the ontside

She wanss it 10 be diffevens;

Bt will she ever get t? Her experience is s0 Sffevens;

“hﬁ&nhaﬂﬁpmmgﬁsﬁbﬁhﬂ 1 don't kmow.® the young
o responds.

“hﬁﬁnh-ﬂﬁhhmhﬁnﬂ?‘

She Bes 10 hevsalf 10 provect hev fragile estoem




Where her exseem is her walls.

She will make it out of ker prison, she thinks

Bwt will is really?

To crease a fiture with differemt pictures,
lﬁﬂﬁwﬁﬂnnﬂgﬂhahﬂyﬂﬁm My perspactin

a middie child in a family whese both of my pareats worked very hand. m_ﬂq

childhood we lived on a farm in rural Alberta. Besides having many responsih )

qﬂhwﬁnﬁhﬁnm_ﬁ“ﬂ-’lﬂﬁﬁm

family, such as helpiag prepare meals and taking care of the animals.
Evea though a farm may be a bit isclating, especially for a teenager, | was allowed 2 lot of
Cmmﬂyﬂm“u-ylh

‘amilies can tale @ 3, 50 members are ol waigue. Even members of the
—mhw&ﬂm—.“hl“iﬁﬁi-ﬂ-
physical circumstances are difirent, their emetionsl BB is difhrent, and the wasld
around them is Giforent ... cach child s trented (n & diiivent way by parents and
MMHH_Q“:E*“&
burthel® wilh Ghelr methers than their fathers, whe ave “considersbly cosler, oven
remets® (Kestash, 1967). Seme ressarchors found that in nceding to maintaln Hhe-
—i_hnﬁgﬂ;,__ﬂﬁ—ﬁ-

Clm.piym:mﬁﬁ-ﬂmm:nﬂmﬁ-a
very difossnt enposionce than | would hove today. Bcensmically, in e early ¢ midesven

Jotn wese mintively cany © find and living n & frm then meant much securlty. 'lhsﬁ _




who chose 10 participate in this project did not have the same comtext, since this ressarch 0ok

What was | supposed 1o bring today?

This is boring, why do we have 10 sit here
Where | loarn what is imporsant 10 others
And not 10 me?

1 do not have many memories of school. Many of those | have are not good ones. For the
shadious and the teachers’ pet wese ROt my experiences. 1 Ghink [ wisd 0 have hoss enperisnces
schooling come back © me in bits and pleces. Mont of them, unforamanly, e the Siviss whem
things did 20t turn out well for ms or for others. An example of this is when & boy punched ms In
the exclusion of students who didn’t quits fit in. Thers wese other sories as well, thoss sbout the
frog | saved from the boys who wese twowing it at e girls and shout the dme when | became

The stories | ul sbout the adults in my schooling experionces e varled. Thers wem
have arm wiesties wilh & very swong boy in my class. The principel won only haif of e Gme. N
Wechers and even getting "1nto Soubls™ whils in thelr classss. | am net seally s wiy that wes
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but | think [ had a problem with the power these people appareatly needed. This was “not the kind
of power | respect, not the kind of power that sets anybody free” (Le Guin, 1906, p. 157).

why we wese forbidden 10 talk openly about some things. | believe that if we had talind sbowt
them there might have been more openness 10 these issues. Some topics like alcohol, drug wee and
high school years | was never really atwracted 10 those people who experimented with legal drugs.
dances these drugs wese widiely wsed and abused. It ssemed quite natural 10 just drink as much as
we could. No one that | knew questioned this type of abuse or why the young aduits heve drank 90
much.

words a0t spoken about in any context, aot even in sex education. | remember the girls fom two
or three classrooms gathering on the school stage for a film. A very brief conversstion sbowt what
we saw followed it. 1 canmot remomber the wosd ‘sex’ as part of Ge film, lot alone of the
conversation. The oaly time | can remember using that word was whea I referved ©0 the 00x of 8
porson or animal. As for tesnage preguancy, the consarvative stmosphers In which I was immersed
did not allow for the openness that was aceded. The few pregaancies | was aware of wese B0t
going ca.

Fine's (1905) statement sbeut sox education in the 1900s in the United Siates
refiected what | recall sbout my expericace in my schosl in rural Alberta in the early
1970, She stated “in the 1900 public schoel healih classss ssparated gvls Hem
aQ)

Bven recsntly FMine (1908) cbesrved, in & high sshoel in which she comploted her
siudy and (n ethers she had contacted, (hat there was “a systomatic refusal 0o name
helr docombirt ento students in the guise of ‘pretecting’ hem® (p. 39,

As S experioncing the cusviculum, 1 A2l 10 somember much of &, since the stevies § 0l of
my schooling doal with the pocpls with whom | came inte contact day o day. | can socall soms of
my Boatuss, moth and social studios classse, but Ghese steries also ase sememberd bocauss of G
pocpls who wes in hees classss, becanse of e sussemee, e Jaughter, e criticioms and e




Nothing, unfornnsely, that | :"a remember impassioned me, wnless | include my successes in
math. Even though 1 do have a few stories | like retelling, these wese 20t enough ©0 help me
become an enthusiastic learner and member of & classroom community.
‘Be's, and hearing from my teachers that it meant boys and girls. For a few years after that | would
Justify the wse of e’ but | never really felt comfortable. After that, I became incroasingly aware of
the sereotyping and the sexism that permested almont everything. For the most part, | was able ©
justify people’s sexist remarks or sereotyping based on gender. In my high school experionce,
affirmed thet "courses are ofien informally or implicily ssen as inapprepriate for ene
nex or the other by students, ieachers, or guidance counsslors® (Babur, 1986, p. 19).
:l'hr lnlmnﬁ hﬁbﬁhlﬁhﬂsﬂﬁ‘“ﬁ
has docrensed in some clomentary scheel tents and basal readers, the probloms
Fﬂ.“ﬁﬁ“ﬂﬂﬁiﬁiﬂi“
important encugh to study*® (p. 62). As for the language in tente, shmest all publishers
Cﬁhmm.m:ﬁ“.mﬁ_ﬂ

uﬂiﬁﬂmhnﬁpﬁﬁﬁ. mﬁﬂ



What does my hair look like? Do you like it?
Am | as prenty as that girl over there?

It's imporsant what you think of me,

Will you call me?

Can you come 10 my party?

17Ul be lots of fun.

1 always wanted a best friend, and at times | had one. We would lsugh and giggle,
the boys ©0 whom we were attracted. Sometimes we would have swearing comests. It was fim ©
experiment with voices we were not supposed ©0 have. We would laugh 50 hard.
sow. It wasn't that | dida't try. | guess [ just was unaware of how relationships worked. | was
wnaware | noeded 10 work at sustaining relationships. I tried 10 be as nice as | knew how, but i

1 don't think | was ever involved in a cligue. Perhaps 1 did not want 10 be associsted with
one. Then again, there are 2 sumber of meanings of cliques, and | guess it means 10 me, thet &
person could oaly beloag 90 a particuler growp if they believed or did certain things. The girls |
spent time with were nice ©0 me and 10 each other. | remember very lisde gossiping and they did
a0t seem 0 have & problem whea we would choose other frisnds.
relationships with the girls. k fok special 10 be Just frieads with somecns of the opposits sex and %0

For the most part, | maintained my personal power and did not foel pressused by my
friends. [ think | was very foramate 90 be involved with friends who did not pressuse me into doing
anything | dide't want 10 do. The girs [ called my fisnds ssomed quits sespectiul of othess. 1 uill
fonl 2 bt guiky, however, that | falled 10 dofond thom girls and boys who wess comsidessd a bkt

1 didat do k anyway.
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Lyn Mikel Brown and Carol Gilligan (1992) compieted a five-year study ot &
private school in the USA where they listoned to one hundred girts talk sheut whet
they fokt and thought. In their work, they Notened to the volces of the girls providing
“a naturalist's rendering of the buman world ~ detalied sccounts of what is gelag on
hm (p 3). In the stories, these girls told about their experiences In
tionships with friends and family. Most of these girls learned o slience
mmmﬁ tiationships with others. For example, Nestl, at twelve,
said, “It's really rude t0 be menn® and *1 just smile all the time® (p. 196) bocanse she
mwmﬂiﬂmmm foolings. She chose to move "ent of

: : j inic lonship with an image of heraelf that ether
pﬁgmiu-i_hﬂin-ﬂg one that she horsslf has come to so¢ a8
nicer or safer”® (p. 197). Like Nesti, * Judy, struggling nct to be rude and ssifish but
ﬁuk“mﬁﬂ#““ﬂhmgﬂ
m lﬁmlﬂﬂﬁpﬁhﬂ-ﬁ‘“ﬂ
mgmhﬁsm levelopment, famale identity ks formed by

Because | came from a farming community, extracerri *m_ﬂm
vﬁhm-m:_mmmmm_npmmu
a sewing club that involved a dozen or 0 girls sbowt my age. In high achool, | jeined the vollsyball
don't think | was willing (0 be involved at all costs.

y—w—-’- ,,;ﬁ*,,ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂg—imhﬂﬂ
“ lﬁ!dh-ﬁ.-“hh“hﬂﬁﬂi ﬂ
Accerding to ansther study (Baler, 1905) ot least twe Ghirds of adelesssnts
interviowed wore inveived in ot least ene extrasurvicular activity. These astivities
ﬂﬁﬁhh““dﬁ“ﬂﬁﬂ“

ﬁ!ﬂﬂﬂhtﬁiyﬁﬂqﬂ!ﬂbﬂﬂ,



With leather from head 10 10¢
Wish the thorny studs in shapes of
ﬁzmmﬁﬁkﬁrdﬂsm
mnﬁrmdﬂ;m
bssnces, differences in color or race, were not iesues whese 1 went 0
school. Hﬁmmﬂwmﬁhmdﬁml
was 00t & big lssue back then. | guoes | really didet understand all that was iavolved. What I cam
remember is that owr responsibilities were given 10 us on the basis of gender. hﬁ.ﬁ
mmﬂIﬁmmﬂkﬁﬂwﬂﬂmh ouse-keepl bS S
have clear idens about gender, based en what they 092 in the werld arcund them, and
Paley (1984) explained that at the age of four, children are mere Hialy to tahe on the
reles that are considered 10 be stereotypical. Girls, for the mest part, play whth dells,
ﬂhﬁh“hgﬂ“-ﬂﬂﬂthﬁh
There were other structures | did not really notice, that is, the hierarchic
ones. lw“ﬁwé_ﬁ-ﬂnhﬁiﬂnﬁﬁﬁﬁmh
the administration of & school. The men who wem my principals and assistant principals ssemed
cﬂ# K would, I belisve, have benafiied everyons If e other sox had bosn mpmasntnd
in adminiswative positions. Whea [ think back now at the models avallsbis 10 me, ey wess, for
ﬁﬁmwy“ Women aad men déid work considesed appropriats asoending
Geir sex.
Even teday's proportion of mabe ¢o fmele sdministraters remains very
h#. A-ﬁb-MWﬁ(Mﬁ-lﬂh“




Administrasion: Facts and Figures 1989-90, the percontage of male principals to
fomale principals s 723 0 27.7% ard male mpwrinteadents o Hmale
superintendents is 95.2 t0 4.8% (these percentages include all stntes encept these
which do not report accordiag 60 sex and race).

S Preparing the Tools (¢ ]
*But 1 don't care cause sometimes, lwmliﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁhﬂm
silent all these years”®

- Torl Amos (1991)

In preparation for this reseasch project, 1 looked back on my own sense of empowe
sease begun oaly five years ago. lMuumdmwﬁHh-jmﬁ

me. | thought sbout my context at the time and how the other people in my e lot me ik sbowt
my process. | also thought of those times whea authority figures wsed their power 0 ke my
power sway, times whea | felt heipiess and poweriess. | continwed 0 sruggie with how being
accountable for my own feelings and thoughts interfesed with the powerfsss foclings | bad in G
presence of those ‘power mongers,’ whese | fokt [ had ©0 surrender sy personal power and conform
© their ideas and values. However, whea | silenced myself for thess reasons, [ ek sessnthl and
aagry. |1 showed my frestration in ways that did aot help me taks my power back.

Taylor (1909) defined empowerment broadly in this context as belping gils and
afiscting their Bves in erder that they might be challenged® (p. 446). She adied that
*the hey to empowerment lies in the development of & sense of seciel or eallective
identity as giris or young wemen - rather than merely the development of & sonse of
identity as an individual ... it ssoms important ¢o help girls and young wamen o
develop a strong senee of identity of themesives as women by explevation of passenal
experiences and B histeries of wemen® (p. 4489).

1 also recalied the conflicts | had with students when | began taching. | Gied © sont
Gwough the foslings | had when | Skt pressused by Ghe stuctuse of e instiutien and G
me ended whea [ loarned that | could ealy have conel of mynll, and, instead of wying % contel
stadents, | focused ca learning %0 s in selstionship with my stedents. | hamed @ “W” 2 “nel
porson.” In being who and what | am, | enter “into 2 selntionchip wih G hanar wihewt
prossating & front or a facads™ | am shis © 'Nve” my fuslings and “communicns Gem ¥
appeoprian” (Rogers, 1969, p. 106).

In this collsberative project | vowed 1 somain open, trusting, and autheutic wib G e
young women in csder 0 move © & place whess selationships may develep, whess G godl b




pmpowerment” (Davies, 1988). In doing %0, 1 was certain that | would leara more
mmnm-ﬁmmﬂmﬂimnq_-ﬂﬂgh

the giris lavoived in their study lsarned about each other by being in relationship.

Ofir a vision of women sad girls danciag at the crossronds of adolescence
moving (a reiation to one ancther 30 that i becomes pomible for girls and
women {0 siay in relationship and to say whet they know. In cur interviews,
we found that whea womes moved with girks, girls brought themasives into
reiationship with women and began $0 speak openly rather thas trylag te be
good or bad girle. Wm“h“ﬂﬁh_
noticesbly more radical - quicker $0 spot fhlse voices and alse to &
betwesn real and idealised relntionships. ﬁ-n:nﬁdhn_
lﬁ-ﬁh-i_-.(pm

jmh_ﬁhhl“ﬂhﬂﬁm-ﬂ
“Teachers told us that really listening to girls talk about their ives bad enermens
profssionsl and personal impact. Months later, m“—lﬁdi
i-q-ﬁﬂﬁ Girls noed 10 be beard® (Canadisn Teache
welien, 1991, p. B).
'ﬁhﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁh‘lmﬂﬁhﬁﬁhﬁ
sccording o0 Heather-Jane Rebertesn, Directer of Prehmsionsl
velopment Services. "We have ¢o deal with the underiylng fctors: foelings of
mw&&mgﬁgﬂ* (ﬁh-!li
and thoughts, they were somn s "nillsh,* “rads® or "mem” (. 217).
own lives and futures ... We nood t0 encourage girls ¢o cnplere and to damums

with cach other the contradictions and pressuses they fhee. Thelr concarns
theuld et be domisssd a5 enimporiant and irvelovant to & consern chent

fture careers. lhﬁ_ﬁﬁnﬂﬁiﬁhﬂ




young women sre aware of the conflicts discussed ... (where) collectivity in
girls and young women [is encouraged]. (p. 449)

that 1 have a beausiful rose-complexi ,aﬂhﬁmﬁﬂﬂ. Bwm I
mmﬁﬁmm 1 do my bext. | shink 10 myself. Now my
hair is a glorious black, black as the raven's wing.! But all the time 10 know it is
Just plain red, and it breaks my hears. It will be ney lifeiong sorvow. 1 read ¢f a
girl once in & novel who had a lifelong sorrow, but it wasn't red hair. Her heir
"Anne Shiriey’ from L. M. Mostgomery Asse of Giacen Gebles (p. 18)

Wﬁil“ﬁiﬂﬂ“l“ﬁﬁ!ﬂdﬁmlﬁ

vcytnglﬂuﬂh;. mm!ﬂ:hﬂmm!mﬁﬂﬁq
nages. m&uﬂqd’Mlhlﬁ;ﬁﬁ
I@dmmmlvﬁilﬁﬂn | mw Ghem as very beave, but |
never thought [ could be Mke them.
ﬁ(ﬂ)#ﬂhhﬂ“dﬁlﬂqﬁ_
of four twelve-yoar-cid girls regarding reading are ‘atentionallty’ (werking ot
mmwmﬁﬂnihehhlﬁdﬁm
ﬁ“ﬂ(ﬁ“ﬁﬁlﬂﬂh“igmﬂ

Mhm, stien-Smith lﬁhlﬁ:hilﬁ.lﬁﬁ
nu). m“ﬁﬁ*:ﬁmﬁﬂinﬁm_mh
dlemmas and probloms in their lives. The intention was ® mele & collsborative declsien with e
m_m ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ lﬁ_”’ ) :u-g_ e iﬁi




choose, a variety of research on the topic of adolescent reading was reviewed before the beginning
of the study.

Readers do not just pamively receive the text nor ase they just “distanced
spectators”, but they are also pasticipants who “draw oa their individual past
experionces of lnnguage and of Bk to provide the raw materials for this sew
experionce” (Rossablatt, 1985, p. 39). Apple (in Christion-Smith, 1999) reaflirmed
that “readers do not pamively take in the ideciogical mennings thet are suppesedly
there for all (0 s0e. Rather, renders help construct the text® (p. of). It is important b0
choose texts that will foster “offorent and sssthetic® reading (Ressablatt, 1905) where
‘in offovent (nen assthetic) reading, the readers’ attention is contered on what sheuld
be retained as & residue gfer the actual reading-event” (p. 37) and where *in e
assthetic tranvaction, the reader's atiention is focused on what Ae [or she] &s Mving
through during the reading-evemt” (p. 38).

Because “the most froguently mentionsd reading material for gitls was remantic
aovels (such as Harloguin remances) and toen magnaines® accerding to Baher (1905,
P 167), 1 believed this weuld prebably be a cheice of the young wemen invelved b
the ressarch. Gambell (1906) reperted that in carly adelesconce the myutery-
adventure steries are mest popular. In the sext stage, mest adelesconts chese siories
that deal with “school B, hamily relations, and prebloms of adelescont B such as
drug, sex, alcsholiam® (p. 134).

Many parents and teachers, concorned sbeut the reading materisl of young
wemen, criticiss remance sovels becanse of the sexmal storeelypes mest som 6o
sustaln. *Fer woven throughout tosn remance fictien's mgn of hearts and Sowers s
an sccompanying discourse that & weman s incomgiete witheut & man, that
metherhoed is wemen's destiny, and that & weman's righthsl plase Is ot home*
(Christian-Smith, 1990, p. 2). Christian-Smith alse asserted that *remance rending
does net alier the girls’ pressat and future circumsiances, but rather s dongly
imglicated in reconciling them o their place in the werld® (pp. 134-135). Remmase
sovels are net, howewer, the enly types of Risrature that conteln sonnel steresiyping,
where “sermel® gtls ase “nterested in dells and clothing, fand are) pamive,
cbediont, gracoful and conventicasily pretty® (Rudman, 1994, p. M05).

Bocause girls will read these materials regardions of the eppesition, Chuistiee-
Smith (3998) believed “that the reflsctive anpest of remanee seading may provide &
mesting gound Dotwosn seaders, toachers and parents v comstrwetively
appreaching thess novels.® She sugpested wing “strategies Nhef) are designed b
dovelep ‘rendor cammunities’ where readers esliectively rend and respend® and



“strategies [that] can also be weed by individual renders whea reading o8 bame® (p.
136).

1 regret never ineracting with other readers and thinkers about what | read, at school or &t

did I have the opportunity 10 share my own stories with anyoue else.

M(lﬂ)wh'm’_hﬂ_nmnq
m~m‘~mlﬁim“hﬂﬁﬁﬁ
Our responsss o the people, situations, and cbjects in eur lives® (p. 71). Beach (1985)
ol influence response” (p. 122). &q-:un-m:—'
dificulty, complesity, depth, quality, prodictability, evecativens
determined by the prior or tack knowledge of the reader. Beach (1985) enplained
dihrent backgreund knowiedge of discourse conventions o their reading” (p. M09).
M'm“mmamuﬁﬁii—m—“

ﬂmmmmbﬂ)@

During the research | was prepased 10 ask these young women 10 respond in varylng ways.
Taking in 2 growp was © prevall as the primery mode of sponding. In his mels & was
important 0 semember that every voice in the community nseded 00 be heard and thet e membars
of his community wese ©0 foe! safe in expressing their Goughts and foelings, thelr sterles and
anscdotes.

MuGﬁ(thmﬁi‘—ﬁ 'iiﬁﬁh

mwﬂhﬁ‘thb*mnn“_ﬂ
(p 151). Other pomsible medes of responding were ltter writing, Journal weiting and
Soundation for thinhing in ancther genre® where the nguage used tands to be “nned



wsed fo clarify one’s own “belief system” as well as for the purpesss of "silf
discovery®, “values clarification®, “sslif exmninetion® and “personal imights®
(Pulwiier, 1982, p. 25). whﬂm‘i—:m are
“interactive” and "fenctional® and are wsed "for the purposss of communicatie
m-ﬂ-dh(ﬁ-_)“g!ﬁhiﬁ'
(Staton, 1987, p. 49). Team journals may also be used in the “enchangs of energy snd
idens® (Graybeal, 1987, p. 308). Deciding ea the type or types of journal(s) to use
will dopend on what we el will encourage us (o "express henestly jour] persensl
velcss® (Pulwiler, 1987, p. 5).
(Connelly & Ciandinia, 1990, p. 2). To stay faithful 10 the collsboration it was imporent thet ol
wembers of the group discuss the forms of responding and the values of each and han dacide
which ones would be the most appropriate for the group and for each individeal. To captwse e
voices during the discussions | was prepased 10 use 8 tape reconder.
h“ﬁ'uﬁ“ﬁ:mmﬁiﬁgﬂl
tapod/oral formet fosters mere micbiographical respenses”® (p. 1260,
M-m“nﬁ-ﬂﬁﬁb:
important consideraticn. A student whe trusts that be or she can contiuue *to veice
witheut far of interruption or bellitioment ... bocomes & better Rstener as well a5 &
mere froquent and thoughtful participant® (Abrams, 1981, p. ix). Gatting e
Winaing (1996n) emphasiosd that & “communily fooling roguires a spociel apacs -
She cxpromed Bhat “faling a part of the populatien .. means snsing ene's owe
contsibution ¢o the direction and purpese of the whele gronp® (. M. R b s
onch other. “Community is ssmewhere ¢o hara and ¢o grow; &t reaches ont and B
and to which we ean retura® (p. 18).




CS¥) Anticipation CS30
1 was aaxious sbout beginning the ‘scuipture’ with my ‘co-crestors.’ | loched forwasd ©
beginning new relationships with these young women, but [ hed some minod foclings. My anxisty
appeared whea 1 thought about how this rescarch was all my idea and thet | was the one who
wanted this experieace. | had not included these partmners of mine in the initiel process. But my
integrity called wpon me 10 we all my knowing "In sharing and interpreting our feclings and
situstions and our sirmegies %0 improve women's lor” 50 that each of us becomes “smpowesd by
the fact that. throughout this process” we will move "from being consumers of knowlsdge 10 being
cresors of kmowledge™ (Nemiroff, 1989, p. 10). 1 came ©0 this ressarch with "sn othic that had
fidelity 10 persons and the quality of relations at its heart” (Noddings, 1986, p. 498).
Whea | come out wearing 20 armour, making 20 effort ©0 be diffevent from what |
am, | lears 20 much mose - even from criticiom and hostility - and | am 99 mch

move reiaxed, and 1 get 50 much clossr ©© people. Besides, my willingnes ® s
vainerable brings forth 50 much mose seal fesling Som other pecpls whe ase b

relstionship 0 me, that is very rewasding. So | enjoy I such moss when | am

00t defensive, not hiding behind 2 facade, just tying ©0 be and express the soal me.

(Rogers, 1969, p. 228)

No doubt, | was prepared 10 come away from this sessarch changed by @ steriss of G
young women and the “coliaborative stories” we cseated together (Conmelly & Cimdinin, 1990).
By preparing myself ©0 be in relationship with these young women, | knew | would loarn much
about myself as well as sbout my co-creators and my clay. Becauss G0 YOURg WORMR WO
crmating & new story in their lives, by being involved in costing Ghis ‘sculptmse,’ ey wem
wnavoidably affected as well. These asw swories | heard, w0id, and mads helped ms coonts sories
for my future. In the words of Bruner (1987), “perhaps we can say ons other thing: any stery ens
may el sbout anything is bester understood by considering other possibis ways in which it can be
wld” (p. 32).



CHCECE Chapter 3 BOWW

When | met you

To meet and impress you
1 wanted you 10 like me
1 wansed you 10 feel safe.

So when | imposed on your nwrf
Youwr servitory

1 feit humbled by 30 many
Ntwﬁeﬁ

mﬁj&m? I'-iﬂm

S0 many mixed feclings
Will I fall? Do I know how w0 be
Wish these young women
Who will, | hope, choose 10 be with me?
Whst do they think
Of me and this ‘resoarch’?
1 guess I'll have 10 wait
Only time will help me

Ymm

Vel

Writen on April 7, 1993, this posm was a partial respones 10 2 posm Asnis, ens of e
young women in the group, had given 0 me. This is a very rough piece, writien hass in i original
form, but the fosling | had upon writing & was & Semendous passion for getting invelved with Gess

This fesling of pamsion was cne | yearned 10 have from the begianing of e mesach
process.  To exparionce this | aseded (0 maintain my integrity Groughout by lstealag  my owa
knowing, and allowing this thesls 20 wiid in 2 way that would honor Ghess young westes snd me.




course, I wrote about my own exploration of voice and empowerment. A pisce of wriling evolved
wanied 0 express things authentically and leamm abowt myself as [ procesded. | ekt that it was
exwemely important for me 0 be honest with myself and my readers. | did not want © slieace
myself. | remember meeting with my teacher, Pat, ©0 g0 twough what | had written. Whea | w0ld
nﬁdﬂdm“m lm“hﬂ“ﬁlﬁ-im!
breakthrough. This had never happened 10 me before and 1 do not complesely understand why
did. [believe this was selased 10 the following excerpt in this piece of writiag:

My questions and snswers are sometimes contradictory. If empowerment comss

from withia how can | meke a diffesence with others? Should [ just wrust, sun

that they will become empowered whea the time is right? | think thet if | had

talun & diffossat path | may 2ot have become empowernd. What then? Whame

would 1 be? Would | have become empowensd anywsy? Would | have fomd

people who would have supporied this growl? I ke ©© think 0. (Pawhik,
1993, p. 6)

Articies and books I read at the time wese also velated ©© my focus. | connected many of
these readings and houghts 0 my relationship with my ‘Lisle Sister,’ Suzie. | was intssssted In
heiping her become empowessd but was uncertain 88 10 how | should promote that. Feem basaing
shout my own developiag voice and my personal power, compounded by the desive (0 halp Sunie, |
longed © examine how young women came 10 their ows empowernent and | craved © lmow how |
could aid in that development. | was and remain intsssstad in experionces that help s endurstand
ﬁmﬂmhﬂmm

In Septomber of 1992, Jesn, my adviscr, ashed me ©0 bagia Ghinking shout my Geals teple.
We talled about what | was intesested in and aleo sbout the pisce of writing that had affbetnd s
20 goadly. At that time | was very concerned shout Susis, who was not sading schesl saguinty.
As we talked, | bogan 0 wnderstand his a8 e mont imporant issus for a0 2t s Gae. | v
ouninely intossted in the subject and kew st my pamsien lay In haning men shont G

In November, | jfﬁf';’:,nﬁﬂiﬁ“ 1 was cleer shout wwbing wih
young womemn between the ages of fourten and sixteen. | contacted an scquaintense, & Gasher &8
28 Tnner-clty’ clomentary snd junior high schosl. This inkial contact was ot least twe manihs peier
© Ge anticipated stert-up dats of s sessasch. | was intsesnd in prparing G fir In afvenss ®




give myself time 0 find another school or contact person if that was what was secessary. k was
extamely important for me ©0 work with a teacher who would be supportive of my project. |
wanted 10 be able 10 do what | fekt was important, rather than being influcaced in 8 way that would
first contact. Because [ had talked with him previously about educational issues, 1 bslicved he
had other commisments that might prevent him from agreeing 10 participste. Our first contact was
by telephone and | was relicved that he agreed 10 support the project. He did, however, indicar |
could not start before Christmas since he had other commitments. At this point, | was delighted
that my search for a teacher 10 support the rescarch was over.

prepared for its presestation ©0 the Department of Elementary Education st the University of
ARerta. Family, fricads and colicagues supported this project and encowaged me 20 pursus this
opic. !npﬂuﬁumﬂm:ﬁcﬁﬁmhm

mmmqmmmm igm;au—ug—i
ﬁhnunﬂn-. Iﬂﬂyﬁﬂkﬁlnh‘ﬁnuﬁﬂ
supportive community

ﬁmﬂ-mmlmnmuQn&m l-nihnh—
exactly what | had planned. On Folwnary 2, 1993, [ pressnted my proposal 00 the dapastment.
After its accoptance, | submitied & summary, filled out 3 deparument othics seviow form and hater
applied officially 0 the school boasd iavolved. | began preparing for my fisst mesting with e

CSB0 Preparing to Pressed CSB0
Mr. Iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁnnieﬁdﬂﬁﬁﬁn
Poland, krag, I Salvader, Ghana, Philippines and Chils. R was important © him that | & st



agreed 10 my presence two times per week for 8 combined 10tal of spproximately 160 minutes per
week. The only condition he made was that the young women involved must be reaponaible for
completing all their class assignments on time. If they fell 100 far behind in any assignments, ey
would not be allowed ©0 join the comversation growp watil they had submitnd imcomplese
assignments. He demonstrated his trust that the project was of value 10 the young women by aot
interfering in the conversations. In addition, he heipod me feel part of the class and @ larger
school community by inviting me 10 extra-curricular events such as & camping ¥rip, & Ghester
presentation, & trip 10 the public library, and the June gradustion. These times heiped me got ©0
know these young women in different environments.
I scheduled my first meeting with the young women of the class for February 19, 1993,

This was the day the girls were 10 meet me and 10 decide if they wanted 1 participass. | wanted ©0
make 3 good impression. To prepare for the study's introduction, | wrowe an agends that losked
like thix
1. Introduce myself.

My personal story.

School & university experiences.
2. My experieace as a oen.

1 wasn't quiet but | chose very carefully what | said.

1 dida't alk about things that were really important.

Reading wasn't important.

It might have heiped 10 talk with others.
3. Imeations of the ressarch.

Voice & sileacing.

Plan the rescarch together by listening 10 everyone.

Use reading & conversation.

Wil aot be evaluated or tested in any way.
4. What's in it for me?

I'm intesosted in what heips young women belisve in hamesives.

1 chose this as 2 twopic for my thesis for my M.Ed.
S. Promiess

Confidentiality, ancaymity. proposal availebility.
6. Time facecr

Approximanly 2 times per woek until sometime in May.

Takking © each other sbout what's seally important.

Plan 23 we go along Wi e ressanch.




CE "De You Trust Me?® CS9O
1 was anxious and nervous the day | went 10 CemterCity School. imli—iﬁ
young women 0 like me, | wanted 10 make a great first impression. [ can remember walting
apprehensively in the office for Mr. Jones.
I arrived early at the school thinking | may have time 1o talk 10 Mr. Jones before
9:00 and get a chance 10 meet some of the studests and staff ... (Thea] [ asrvoumly
walted for the girls in the music room, wheee [ could talk with all of them. |
explained 10 them what | would be doing after I told them a bit about myself. 1
noticed how they semed 0 be more and more interested as 1 spoke, since thelr
atiention was focused on me and most looked at me while 1 spoke. | want ©©
continue secking their foedback, with these aom-verbal cues. [ meed © pay
atiention. | gave them pieces of paper 10 write questions and also my phome
sumber if any of them had any questions. (Journal Batry, February 19, 1993)

At this first meeting. | handed out a permission letter (Appeadix A) and asind that, if ey
were interesied, 10 have it signed by themseives and their pareats and rewurn it 10 me for the aext
mecting scheduled for February 22. 1 did not tape recosd the intoractions at this mesting or e
February 22ad ome, since | felt it would be casier ©0 bulld an ssmosphere of trust without the
intrusion of a tape recorder. I did not believe, at this point, that they knew enough about what was
going on with e research. Moreover, there were young women who wese aot going © be in te
been a staff room. Kt had a large table in the comter, a sink, 8 wacher's desk, four carmsls and two
small blackboards. It was the space whore we speat all owr reguler mostings talking, thinking,
even if she was not going 10 continue in owr growp. | wes also interconnd in learning sbout thelr
reading backgrounds and hebits. | had developed a reading survey (Appeadix B) in ander ©© help
me find out such things as what thess young women chose 10 read, how much tme Gy spent
ﬁiﬁﬂiﬁﬁmlﬁiﬁﬁmmdﬁﬂ-““
shout hemesives. | began by inroducing mynlf aad wiling ens intsesting Ging shout me.
lim-ﬁih-l. m:&mmﬁ—; hﬁ—ﬁﬁ_ﬁ
—ﬂmmnﬁhnhﬂﬁlﬁiﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁ
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Questions 10 help them decide what they wanted 10 include in the letiers.

Vel do you Gh? What don't you bhe? What do pou bl doing bl i, shoel?
W&F&HH-M4M W#FHMQ
wﬁ“ adhyreund ”&sp\-MMdd”
hbp“nudm&muﬁf
.’m&hSnBHmnlmf;hépﬁunbﬂ&u*nﬁ
J-"" k&p“'sn‘uqﬂ" Eun#mﬂqudﬂb&mu

nnﬁgd’ -Bbpul;‘l;‘cpﬂ*up

lﬂhimmhﬂ. lmnhHmimm-iqhﬁ
exchange. During this meeting, | stressed there would be a maximum of five young womes in the
group with a possible extension 10 six. | had mixed foclings sbowt emphasizing tis poiat. On G
one hand, | did not want them 10 be 100 disappointed Iif they eveatually wese not sbie 10 be involved
in the project. On the other hand, | did not want 10 discourage them from belonging 10 the project.
More than anything, however, | wanted 10 be clear that if 100 many young women wese intoresied,
some would neod ©0 be excluded. [If there were more than five or six young women, it would be
very difficult for me 0 listen 10 each young woman's voice and stories. | wanted © express this
from the beginning rather than 10 explain it later.

Only two signed permission letters wese returned 10 me ot this second mecting. There wers
would do 20 for the next meeting scheduled for March 1, 1993, At this point, | wusted this would

On March 1, 1993, 1 was excited and eager ©0 know who would be in the ressasch. This
was the first day | weed the tape recorder. | was interested in how the tape recorder would affect
the conversation. As the cight young women gathernd in our mesting room, | emphasissd, "Aad
don't Iat (the tape recorder] bother you. Ir's just going ©0 be on.” Quickly, Malory' interceded,
“How can it not bother me? It's right in fromt of me” (03.01.93.01). Decanse | knsw it weuld bs
difficuk 10 identify the voices on the tape, | ashed each persoa © say their aame befoss Gy spain.
1 was reluctant ©0 ask them © do this since it would a0t be a natural part of conversation bt |

TS ——



very beginning. However, after getting im0 the conversation, it did not seem important enough ©
them or 00 me 0 be rigid about this. | knew by thea it would not take very long before 1 could
easily identify all the members in our conversation growp.

Al the beginning of the mesting, | again explained what | wanted from the research.

1 think it's important that we shape the research together 30 each of us has a volce

in designing it ... 1 doa't want 10 2l you every step of the way what you should be

doing because 1 don't know if that's right for me ©0 say. 'l make suggestions

maybe sometimes becase I've been thinking a lot about this stuff. 1 guess | want

your input as well ... | doa't know which way we'e going 0 go. Al I kmow is |

mnm»&mmnmﬂﬁmhmﬁﬂm

and listen ©0 what silences you and what heips you talk about what is really

important 10 y0u.(03.01.93.01)?

I then explained it was time 10 choose who was going 10 perticipate in the sescarch. |
by all since, “it's the fairest way” (03.01.93.02). One young women, who brought her permission
Jetter 90 Our second meeting, sugpesied, “You should just take from the people who brought el
permission slips in" but this did not go over well since two young womea who wanied ©o beleng
had not returned their lewers. So [ sugpested that cveryone put in & plece of paper with aa X' or s’
7. An'x' indicand they did not want 10 participass. A' " indicand they did want 0. 1 okt this
would be anonymous enough if they had ducided not 0 belong 10 e rescarch growp. | was
concerned that they might be influenced by the poors sround them. | did not think they should be
asked 00 explain if they did not choose ©0 4o 50. If they had aa 'x’ and | dsew their names from e
‘x.' Her parents thought she should spend her time in the classrcom with the wacher rather han
showed her support and intevest by asking me if she could join us occasionally and geend =
whenever she saw me.

From the cight young womm in e room, ons choss 8ot 10 join our conversation growp.
Choosing caly five meant two would 2ot be chosen. | had deaded this prospect. In my jownal |
wioss,

R was really difficuk pulling s aames foom the het on Gis day. The tasien b
e room was indescribable. After cach name | pulied, I hed meny mined folings.
1 was excited about the names [ pulled out but Sk sorry for the gith who had ant
Sosn chomn. | kmew two names would bs mmaining. two gitls would aot be
Jjolaing us. Journal Batry, Masch 01, 1993)

’m“muﬂég‘hﬁﬁpﬂhg—iﬁndh—t&



Annie were not chosen. 1 could tell they were both upset. Annie, [ could 3 by her quivering lips,
that she was going 10 cry. But I fekt really lost as 10 what 10 ssy” (Jounal Entry, March 01, 1993).

(¥ Opening the Conversations (3%

Mﬁ“wﬂﬁnﬂwhoﬁ:umhﬁ“dﬁ*
They were eager 10 siay. Beginning this day, | taped each conversation using a cordiess pormble

Before the March 1 1th conversation, Lorelei approached me and explained her pasents did
feclings about this simation. While | was sorry 10 lose Loselei, I quickly decided 10 ask both Helea
and Annie % join our growp. | believed that six participants would be menagesble. This was e
owter limit [ had established at the beginning of my discussions with this group. Lawr, an Aprll S,
Helen t0ld me about her decision ©0 stay in her anguage larning classroom since she okt the was
falling behind in some of her work. Evea though 1 had already bocome attached 10 her and would
miss her, | supporied her decision.

Owr conversations began in carnest on March 11, 1993, and 1 quickly became connected 10
each participant. 1 demonstrated caring by being in relationship with sach young women by
accepting her unconditionally and developing a friendship Swough communication and mutual
respect. It was important for me (10 demonstrate “stentive caring” by “sticuding 1 [the other]
person and 1o fes] related 10 that persom i splte of what may be enormous difierences” (Bek aky,
Clinchy, Goldberger, & Tarule, 1906, p. 143).

We met in our conversation group two times a week from March 1 ©©0 May 13, encept for
© be these. Each conversation was spproximately | 1/2 hours long with the excoption of two
occasions, one whea the grade aines met ©0 discuss their camping rip and ons when hess was 8
fire drill. There was caly one conversation when one gitl was aot in school and cas whass o

Ouwr conversations evolved in ways that heiped cach young women expeess herssll in G

ﬂh-ﬁnﬂﬂﬁi “gﬂﬁﬂﬂn-gﬂﬁﬂ—
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the research. However, there were times when there were many silences and | fek compelied ©© ask
questions, somewhat like an interviewer. At one point in the research [ asked the young womes ©
make a list of wopics (Appendix C) they were interested in discussing ©0 help me develop questions
for those quiet times. There were times, as well, when | fek not everyone chose 10 speak. They
chose 10 stay silent throughout the group discussion.

1 asked that they write me letters. | found the letters an important way for them
communicate feclings and thoughts. | had difficulty keeping the letiers organized and asked if |
could get duo-tangs for cach young woman filled with fluorescent paper. myma-m
lSM&pwﬁhﬁMhhhﬂuuﬂﬁﬂ;dﬂ”; craation time.
were exceptions, however. Amnic did not like writing in her jownal. Imstead, she would
youRg woman at least once & week. During these times we could talk about things they may not
have wanted ©0 52y in the growp.

1 was honored when | was asked © spend exira time with these young women and their
classmates. Mr. Jones asked me if | wanted 10 join them at the public library and at 8 Chinook
Theater production. The young women, themseives, asked me if | would joln them 2t camp and &t
their gradustion. | did not have any taped conversations with them at the theater or &t their
graduation but | was sbie 10 takk in smaller groups (2s and 3¢) &t the brary and ot the camp. Evea
hough this was not a planned part of the research, these wese opportmities 10 hear mose stories
and 10 learn more about each young woman. | cherished these conversations for all | kbarned and
women.

To develop the opea and thoughtful asmosphere | desised in the conversation mectings, it
was important that | showed them | wrusted them 1 decide what was best for e group. | knew |
“wﬁmhﬁdﬂ_mﬂﬁlﬂhﬁﬁmh
fundamentally trustworthy. Empathic underst 8 8 nocosairy quality as is e willingness o
hhm-ﬁﬂﬂimhhmdm-iﬁﬁjq
the way" (Nemisoft, 1999, p. 6). | belisved that it was important for the sessasch 10 evelve flom
docisions 0 be made about the mssarch. Whea | began tanscribing and writing | ofen informed
e girls of sy progress and continusd ©© share my insations.

One of e first group decisions was choosing & book 0 read. At fisst, we wed owr e
and ensrgies in ssiecting books 0 read that would help draw out discussion topics and hemes. We



talked and they wrote about what they enjoyed reading. On March 11, we went 10 their school
library 10 select books. From lisening 0 their talks sbowt their books and looking &t e
questionnaires, I spent one afternoon (March 13) in the university library and in the public library
researching appropriste books that would be available for this research. | compiled a list (see
Appeadix D) 10 share with the group. From the list, ] chose a short story "Crystal Stars Have Just
Begun 10 Shine” 10 read together at the aext meeting, March 15. On Masch 15 we sead e short
story and, after discussing it. 1 read the book list 10 the young women and asked them 10 vespond.
Because they were not very clear sbout which book they wanted 10 read. they said they rusted my
choices. 1asked them 10 choose books they would definitely not want 10 read. From the semaining
list I chose two books as samples, Round the Bead by Mitzi Dale and We All Fail Dows by Robent
Cormier. Because | could only locate one copy of Round the Bead. | ordered. through the public
library, sevea copies of We All Fall Down. The Edmonton Public Library was a great sesowsce
and the staff was very heipful and accommodating. | made most of my requests and inquiries over
the phone and after | had ordered the books it 100k from ome week 10 tea days for the copies ©
asrive,

The last book we chose 10 read was chosen in a slightly diffesent way. Becasse most of
the girls did not keep wp with the reading of We All Fall Dows. we decided ©© choose a book that
was shorter in length and more interesting for the girls. The girls decided they preferved a ‘wue
horvor,' or & ghost story. 1 approached a friend, Margaret Mackey who had read and analyaed
many popular books for youth. She recommended that we read Sionewosds. & story of a girl who
met 2 ghost in her home where she lived with her grandpareats. She loaned me her copy and |
Quickly obtained the other five copies from the Edmonton Public Library. We weed We Al Fall
Down aad Sioacwonds, one at a time, © read on our own and thea talk abowt Shem in class.
Becanse Round the Bend was 50 imeresting 0 the girls, we docidod | would read it during e
times we had our conversations.

CSW Beceming Leaders O30

From the beginning | was concerned sbout being ssen as the awthority since | was
interested in developing a collaborative amosphere. | encouraged discussion by allowing e girh
0 chooss the conversational divections. | caly imervensd when | asticed ens or men of e gitls
acting disinterested or when two or mose would begia another conversstion, & practics that § call
Side-uking' The form my interventions wok deopended cn s conversation and e nstwe of s
disintesest. For example, | found myself asking questions of everyons when | folt ene povaen wes
espocially quist. If theve was side-taiking, | concluded the conversstion &t Ge time was ast
imporunt ©0 all 50 | wually redisected e conversation by asking questions of e enss who had
comatnd & privats conversation. Becauss | was concernsd | wes disecting the group 490 much, |



suggested they each participant take a turn ‘directing.’ 1 believed that they would thes own e
research move and take more responsibility in maintaining the conversation. They all agresd but
preferred first ©0 ‘observe’ one or two more conversations. On April S, 1993, Asnie was the first
who volunteered 10 disect the conversation. Subsequently, others volunteesed.

We spent many howrs talking and listening 10 each other. Owr conversations allowed ws
gt 90 know one another more and 10 talk about what was really important. We began 10 develop
relationships. kt was a special time whea we heard many siories and created sew ones. On owr last
scheduled meeting of May 13, 1993, | was saddened that our conversations wese eading. The
others said they would miss these special times. | explained | needed time with each of Gem
individually 30 they could read and respond ©0 their chapters. | regretiod the ending and decided o
aegotiste more time with M. Jones. Even though it was final exam time he allowed me © contiane
the one-on-one conversations and the group conversations. We had seven mose costacts. During
these seven contacts, | met them individually 10 g0 through their chapters and 10 costinue our aae-
on-one conversations. | also met them for four of these ssven sessions 0 continue owr seguler
group conversations.

In June | had compieted some writing about cach girl. | knew it was important ©0 have
them read some of what | hed writien before the ead of June and ©0 have them respond 0 it. Al
young women said they enjoyed the chapters and only two of them offered suggestions for minor
changes 10 their documents.

These document drafts wese writien using their real names. However, they wese seminded
that they aseded 10 choose pecudonyms. Marissa, Anaie, and Nikki quickly began ssasching for
names they hought they would like. Panle and Malory asked that they hoop their real aames. Panle
was insistent ot flrst, “Can | just heop my name sad say that's the oue | made wp? Can't we &0
Gt Malory added, "Yeah, me 0. | don’t want 0 changs my name” (06.17.93.14-15). However,
1 suggested they chooss a same 10 protect the others from being idomtified.

CSW Insroducing B

In the last part of Ghis chapter, | insoduce Ghese five young women wih whom | spent
almost one unded hours. Dy Netening ©0 their houghts and foslings, | learned ©0 appracians thelr
sories. The oeder in which | present these young women, is aa csder | have chosn, fem youngest

Paula, the youngest in our conversation group, was also the youngest in her family. At
fourtsen. Paula belisved that a5 & young women the should heve & good time doing Ghings dhe
enjoys doing. Panla deecribed her family as & typical’ dullen family, cne whess family is ment
important. Her paseats 00k on the taditional family seles. Hor moether werks very hasd 0 aurtsse
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works as an architect in the city to financially support the family. Her brother, 18, and her two
spending time together. In her spare time, Paula ofiea went clothes shopping with her mother and,

Nikki, a beautiful fifteen-year-old, was curious ©0 leam all she could learn and was
especially eager 10 learn sbout her physical limitations. During the time of the reseasch, she learmed
10 play soccer and also, while away at camp, she atiempied oriesteering activities that mest of her
thea but was oftea curious about what it would be like 10 live with her father. Many of her stories
of her father wese endearing ones, swories whese she wanted 10 conmect with him. There wome
stories where her father's actions showed Nikki she was special 10 him. These sparked houghts
abowt what it would have boea like 10 live with him instead of her mother.

Many of Annie's stories 10id of her anger, confusion, frustration. snd saduess. Her poams
w0ld of her passions, her sorrows, her dreams and fears. The origins of meny of Aanie’s paiafl
sories wese ones she brought from her family. Being an only child in & family whess her pasents
Wikhin e last year or 50, Annie chose (0 isolate herself from her mother by spending ment of har
spare time with her friends. She believed it was important 10 have many exporionces in her youth
for ‘Tm only young ouce.” She chose ©0 spend time with peers wih whoss behavier the did ant
completsly agree. She often 1w0id sories of going 10 casinos with hem and sseing many fights.

intensity. As ! got 10 know hev, | discovered the meny intesesting chasacterintics that mads her e




regardiess of what others would say or think sbout her. Sometimes the anger within her soothed
through her letiers t0 me or into owr conversations. There were times, though, when she was caring
very busy working two part-time jobs; one was at the Jocal Dairy Queen and the other was st e

taking lessons 10 get her driver’s license. She was wp 10 two years older Gan other students in har
grade.
At Ge age of six or seven, Marissa moved from Vielmam with her mother and father and
did not foel that her pareats aliowed her 10 do many things her poers wese doing.  She ssemed ©
She wanted 10 please her parents and did aot complain ©0 hem. She wanted © be ‘2 good
gt with her family, and 10 show them that side of her. Around her friends and peers, she played &
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In his section | creste porwaits of each young woman through my stories in the growp.
consistently emerged. Relating with others such a3 family members, giriivicnds and boyRionds,
wese themes ia our conversations. I all five portraies, | have included these themes. In addition,

as stories of successes and siruggies in thelr interactions with teachers and peers.
individual, as is cach young women. The themes capture what | saw and what | expesionced



W PAULA (9O

Prowd ©0 be of kalisn heritage, Paula, an cathusiostic and cacrgetic fourteen-year-old, had
a passion for life that was exceptionally contagious. The Netle gir! within her cseated a semse of
lightheariedness and child-like curiosity. The young women within her assured thoee asound her
ﬂﬁﬂﬂhﬁmﬁhﬁqﬂd“ﬂh

Pauia was the most cooperative in fulfilling her commitment 10 the project. She did this by
mmmcwﬁhhmﬂhh She ofien expressed the view that it was
camential we talked sbout things important 10 us. She liked being prepared for, sad invoived in, e

uﬂﬁﬂmﬁmﬂﬁmmmllﬂm ﬁbﬂ

ﬂﬂ“ﬂ@!tﬁﬂ)ﬂﬂnuﬂﬂjﬂm.ﬂﬂm
woman © fiaksh e ‘assigned’ reading she was disilinsionsd and said, “Thats it I'm not seading
L myself, Mke the book. | personally think you have very good tasie whes i comes
© books. 1 seally lke this book bocause when | am reading and | don’t want 10 put

it down becamse every second paragraph something intesesting heappens. (Panin's
Jowrsal, 03.2593)

Whea | ashed her what she wanted 10 inchede sbout herself in this document she said, “Just
put in that 'm & normal fowen-yoar-old and thar's " (04.05.93.10). Towasd the end of e
conversations at her school, Panle ashed meny questions shout e hesis. “50 you'ss geans bring
tem In on Monday? ("Yesh™). So Il gat & luls sectien o sad? ("Uhuh™). Cool. So whew's his
book going 107 To the university? ... Could we gt ¢ mat this beck out?” (06.03.93.06). | wes
plaased snd honosed she was 90 encited shout e werk we wem deing ogether.

Communicating | guess. | guses talking shout things that happened in cur mal B

- [t was handest when] 1 doa’t know. | guees & s very buginaing we didat
ﬁﬁibﬁnﬂ;ﬁ,—- R was lie &t O boginning whea we




didat want 0 communicate with each other cause we wese all in a fight. And
that's it. (05.13.93.20)

In 2 Inter conversation, she added, "It was fun ... (0] learn more things, you know, lie reading the
books and you making us talk out 1 each other and owr listle one-on-one sesslons ... [We got e
chance] 10 talk abowt our feclings” (05.27.93.10).

h&mdﬁ”l“&mdhﬁ.lwmﬁiﬁ
1 learned %0 care and 1 respect.

At the beginning of the research 1 was worried | would be seen as an authority figwe
rather than as another person in the comversation. Pauis was the first 0 set my mind ot enee
regarding my anxiecty whea she articulated, *1 doa't know if you guys sse her as a teacher but |
don’Y" (03.01.93.13). Later, Pauls ashed me personal questions. This indicated 00 ms that she did
B0t so¢ me as an swthority; | was very pleased. For example, she questionsd me shout a
selationship | was involved in at the time. "Ase you guys still sssing cach other? ... How ol is be?
That's really young” (04.05.93.03).

Paula was also intesesied in maintaining contact with all the people in the group. Wina we
Stemped ©© uTange extra activities cutside of school she showed she valusd the me we spont
together in the growp by being flexible. lMMﬂuwﬁﬁ“
activities and meeting times. ‘

Paula did not think she learned anything about herself dwring the conversations. $She,
mwnnmuﬁouhmmu_hﬁ“
(05.27.93.10). She lsarned that "everybody's got their own opinions 10 everything, | gues. | dost
kmow. 1 gusss when you ask questions they all had diffessnt suggestions and we all have diffesent
opinions™ (05.27.93.11). Once I ashed her “What do you want sachers or pasents or e general
public 10 know sbout young women your age?”

They have 1o listen 10 tsonagers canse some of them, | doa's know, they need ® bs

Nowned 1 ... my bost frisnd from 2 ... high school, has ancther frisnd ahe went

0 commit suicide canss her spmother dosen’t like her and alweys hits her and

everyhing, but achody will lsten 0 Molisss 50 if's 20 we oven tylng W 0k @

pocpls causs ncbody will Meten © her encept for ws. Wo'N heep Humaing.

04.26.93.18)

This story of Melisss seminded me of the conssguences of naglecting ® lsten 0 semesns’s
pain. Pauie’s secognhion of Melisss's problem and her action showed ms et dhe eases shomt

poopls asound her.




30 Her Family <%0
Paula lived with her father and mother in their home close 10 her school. At the time of the

anyone in her family. ﬁ.mwmmg—-ﬁﬁnﬂsmmu
e rules in her howse. "My mommy, my daddy, my brother, my sister, my [other] sister and the
stupid cat. 'm serious. I'm the only one who doesn't make up the stupid rules” (05.10.93.10).

my daddy do” (03.11.93.12). I got the sense that Panla’s family was close whon | ashed if she ever
§0ot lomely. Paula claimed, “It's always noisy in my howse. Too many people there 1 get lonely ...
Everybody's &t my house, all the kids are sill ot home and nobody wans ©© move owt”
(03.18.93.04).

Paula’s parents wese very special ©©0 her.  She spoke of them ofien.  Whea ashed sbowt
what her parests were like, Pasia replied, “[They're] Bke a bunch of oid-time pavents, I guess”
(06.03.93.08). Whea asked 10 expend upon that she contianed,

My mom is working: well she's a0t working, lke for exampls today she gots wp

five and she starts cioaning the howse ... By ssvem oclock she's done the whole
mnhiﬂ“mh_m_ﬂﬁﬁmh

likes 10 be organised and she doesn't ks © have e houss dirty or e dishes

dirty, you know, she's very clesn and that's shout it. Aad my dad, he works, b

comes home, he slseps, he wakes up 0 g0 ©0 eat and Ghen be slsops again. Thea

my mom gives him heck. (06.03.93.08)

Mpﬁ_ﬂnpﬁh-_iﬁﬁdhmﬂ_n
(05.10.93.17). hﬁﬁmﬁh_ﬂnilh "llyﬁ
uﬁﬁﬁﬁlhmﬁ!ﬁﬁ'm iﬂ;ﬁ*ﬁ

ﬁihmmm-ﬂﬁ one ﬂ:*ﬁhﬂg
was expected © soquise. Dwring eur conversations segasding sicehel, Paule’s sespenss ®» e
“‘hﬂpﬂﬂﬁh_ﬂﬁn_ﬁmiﬂlﬂg
conversslion concining drug and alcohol uee. 'ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬁhlﬁ
when company comes over. My mother will cully lot him have ens. S0 my fathor got wind 0 & 90
b drinks Mafe alcohel™ (03.11.93.12). Hor parents’ wonds ssomad © afivct Pasie. For cnamphe,

o



her parents’ astitudes prevailed when she respectfully affimed, “You have ©0 respect aduis™
(03.15.93.11).

There were times during our comversations, as well, when Paula would spesk in 8
humorous tone about her parents. For example, she said, "Whea you get 10 my parents’ age Sen

The other day ... he goes, "Make me an espresso. When | wabe wp | want &
ready.” And we looked at him and got mad, cause that's all he ever says, but we
never make it 50 why does he keep saying i ... [One time) we wese waiching
Aﬁh‘:hﬁﬂm‘lmmﬁmmmml—“
cream on one hand and they were fe2 g his nose 50 when he wemt © go

scrasch and he weat Mike this and he was all shaving cream. So we did that 10 my
father and we ran. Like we hid for howrs. (06.03.93.08-09)

ma‘ﬂhﬂyml‘-ﬁﬂnbmiﬁhiﬁ Aﬁy

hm-ﬁwﬁhnjﬁﬁﬁyﬁrnh—mm l‘ﬂmq
(05.10.93.11). Pﬂﬂﬁyiﬁlwﬁhiﬁ For ome, ever since she passed hor
learner's permit test, her mother wanted 10 be driven everywhese she nsoded 10 go. "1 usually have
© drive my mother all over the place” (06.03.93.08). Aa activity ey both enjoyed was whee
Paula sad her mother went shopping together. 1 had an oppormity 10 confirm clossasss with her
mother when | saw both of them at the Fringe Festival, an cutdoor theater event, alment two
' versations were completned (Jownal Bawy, August 14, 1993).
anpﬂdhmﬁ 1 saw evideace eumly in owr comversstions.
"Everybody likes their mom” she added during an inkial ‘get scquainted’ ik after ees of e five
ung women ¢xplained that they lived with their mother oally (03.11.93.13). Later in the mesarch,
ﬁpﬁdhlﬁﬁﬂeﬁ?ﬂgﬂ“ﬁﬁﬁmﬂniﬁﬁﬁ
in school. For example, during 2 ons-on-one conversation, Panis seid,

1 s my mom's food. I'm wsed © it ... Dut pasta she dosen’t make 00 much. |
don't kmow, my beother be'll hove it e meming. shomosn and supper ... Sie
makes lnlisn cockiss. They's M Nils chocols things and hove shmends,
chocolate chips and mershmaliows. Whenower | (ring hem 0 schoel fother
students] broak into my locher and eat them all. | dide't oot them all. | dost gt
iyq-ii.mm

oach young women's home . Pania boasted that she did not gat grounded or puniied In any
way. The caly tims “1 was suppossd 0 bs grounded for & mondh, | was aaly grnmind for e
days” (03.25.93.03).



The story sbout how Paula got her name was initiated by the question, "What is yowr
middle name?” She expressed that she was very happy aot ©0 have 2 middie name. Pauls did act
like two of her siblings’ middie names, the names her mother chose for them. One sister's middie
name “is pretty pitiful” and her brother's middle name, she jokingly deduced that her mother
"probebly looked at a lsbel. 1don't know, my mother ... She couldn't think of one [middie name for
me], a swupid one. She goes, T coulda't think of a stupid one for you.! I'm like, ‘Oh, yosh. Thesk
God it woulda't be my first name.' But | was named afier sy grandmother but she diod at the bisth
of my mother." This conversation concerning the names her pareats gave her and her shiings lad
Paula into talking about her mother's recent communication about her grandmother. "We wem
talking cause my (step) grandmother came in the other day ... and we wese talking sbout it and ...
my mother ssys sometimes she wished she knew hor real mother ... | fesl pretty bad. [ didet kmow
what ©0 say” (06.17.93.03). 1 was touched by this story and wnderstood Paula’s uncerminty n
knowing how 10 respoad appropristely 10 her mother.

Paula occasionally mentioned her two sisters and her brother. Usually when she montionsd
her brother, she made jokes about him. For exampie, [ asked, “So doss anybody have saything, &
fear from the past that keops haunting you or coming back?” (05.03.93.03). Pania respondsd, "My
brother kesps coming back” (05.03.93.04). Whea she spoke of her sisters, her manner was mown
serious where she would tell about some of their times together. One of the first times she spoke of
one of her sisters was whea “my sister got 10 mest [the band members from Guns ‘s Roses). One of
her fricads cut one of the band member's hair and he 10id her 00 g0 10 the Hilton Hotel and pick wp
two V.LP. cards 30 my sister got 10 mest all the band members” (04.05.93.01). Panis ssemed
proud her sister had such special privileges.

There was another ‘family’ that Pasla talked sbout. She was a ‘letie sister’ ©0 soms pecple
she mot whils camping. She ssomed ©0 case desply about thess pecpls who protecesd her as if the

was & part of their family.

1 met hom 2 fow yoars back. They'ss really nice guys. They are all in high school
aad they call me their Notie sister because I'm younger than them and once Ghis guy
came up ©© me and ashed me how old | was and | didns want 0 %ol him 90 | 00l
him 10 guses and he goss, “Twenty-two” ... Thea Pat, bs is very peotective of s»
.. walks up and mys, “NHey, buddy. Leave my lhls sister alons. She's aaly
fourtsen don't you have & Iife that you have 10 pick ¢a ens” ... | lis hem. They
woat me Mis 2 manwre adult but they aleo et me ls & M sister. Thats wiy |
love hem. (Pauia's Journal, 06.03.93)

Many of hese fricnds protected eir Nelle sister’ in other instances as well. Bves when the wested
© walk on the beach by herself "sometimes hey won®t lst me ... becouss they think something i
going » happen” (Panis’s Journal, 06.06.93). Pauls quickly got attached © thess pecpls whe actd
e her family.



extended to the world outside of her family as well.

a lot of things like sports, and girifriend/boyfriead ... A lot of things, whatever we
see, we'll just pick on something. mgm'ﬂﬁlhﬁﬁ
the guys will pick on him or her 50 whatever comes 10 mind, we talk shout.
(04.26.93.18)

Last night Nikki, Ivan, Justia and Desn came over and played basketball. | have 3
really big house 20 that leaves a really big driveway 20 they always e coming over
and playing. They like it because they like my mom and dad and they mally e my
mom's cooking and her cookies. So it was fun. We had a really good time. (Pauln's
Journal, 05.10.93).

she thougit of as one of her closest friends.

mﬁuﬁiﬁﬂ. “ﬂlﬁﬂlmﬁhﬂﬁb_
We share and talk. She's the best and next year she's in grade 12 and ' In gade
10. She can help me in high school if | need the help. (Pauin’s Jowrnal, 06.00.99).

There were times, however, whea she got angry at one friend or another. In her joumal the
wrote once, "T'm just 50 mad | could just punch & wall* (Panis’s Journal, 05.13.93). This sager
disapproval by doing a sumber of things. She ashed him 10 return it, the epealy definded her ovn
values and she was cold ©© him. She was quite ressntful when he Justified his actions by saylng,
take things.' He dossn’s cam” (05.13.93.9). Later, she was abls 1o gat over her angry finlings and

Paule enjoyed heiping those around her. For exampls, whee Marises was shont & Gl



when friends would reject her help whea she wanted 10 help them through their difficelties. Once
she wanted 10 talk with Malory when she thought there were difficulties in Malory's life. "We wied
0 talk 10 her but shel] talk 10 others insead of talking 10 us. If she wants 10 talk ©0 us she can”
(03.18.93.08). I could tell how frustrated she was whea Malory did not wamt her support.

Paula continued 1 refer 10 situstions where she had conflicts or misunderstandings with
her peers. ﬁﬂm&ﬁ'ﬁhmﬁiﬂmmﬁwmuﬂﬂx
wn&mmm&nﬂﬁyg-ﬂlmﬁdhﬁhﬁ
on peopie” (04.15.93.09).

sgardicss of how important her friends were 10 her, there were times whea Paula chose
Mﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬂnmhhﬁ She was pressured before her

grade nine gradustion 10 have a grad party at her house.

Hym is bigger than anyome cloe's 50 Marissa is like, “Have 2 party, have 2
party.” | thought, "No.” The last time [ had a party they destwroyed my howse.

'lhydﬂ. 1 had a party and [ went wpstairs for two minutes and | came

downstairs and cveryons ambushed my howse. [ was like, "Hey.” k was okay.

They didat wreck it 100 bad. Just my carpet got & whole bunch of junk on it

(06.03.93.07)

Paula was proud of having many friends. She scemed ©0 enjoy mesting many nsw frisnds

matched her desire 10 be loyal ©0 her family.

In hor lotiors, there wese refesences ©0 young men who wese atiracted 0 har. Hor bost
tionship was with a young man she dated for eight months. "He was going off 10 high school
ﬁ)ﬁm“iﬂiiﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁﬂgblhﬁdﬂﬂ_
much of each other. So we broke it off ... He calls me when hs has problems and needs & friend ©
takk 0" (04.26.93.18). She believed she was 100 young 10 be dating somsecas seriowsly in grade
high school just 10 bs mose metws and if | got & boyfrisnd them, well, hen I bs happy.” |

Oh, my God, do you mmember thet guy, Panl, | was tlling you sbout? Well,

today ot hanch he was at e comer stose whes me and Nikki [wese themy] ... ils

ashed me ¥ | Hhe thls guy Porry and | said, “No,” aad he sshed why and | maid,
“Bocauss | sl lhe somebody else.” and bs gove, “Could &t bs me? And | g0, "W




it is | woulda't 8l you sayways.” and he gives me a kiss on the choek and 2 Ing
and says, 1 bope you do cause the way you feel for me is the way I foel for you.”
(Paula's Journal, 03.27.93)

After she got 10 know him a litte better, however, she knew she could not trust him,
Well, he went out with this one girl and he 10ld her that he had sex with another
girl just 50 they could break up but he never did. You see, he just said that. So
when he 10ld me sbout this | kind of got turned off but he 10id me that if we ever
went out that he would acver do that 10 me but if's hard ©0 trust saybody who

would do that, right? So thar's why I kind of dos’t have 100 many feelings left
(Paula's Journal, 05.18.93)

hhhﬂﬁ questioned whether a relationship with Panl would be bettor for her han &
other, she decided %0 have casual relationships with both. She decided it would be beser for her ©
the right person, whea you get married ... and when you can 2t least support yoursell”
(04.26.93.18). This opinion abowt waiting until marriage 10 have sexual relations was cne mot
shared by the other girls in the growp.

The confidence and seif-assurance in hersel was such whese she would rather be withomt
any relationship at all 20 she could, at the right time, date someone who was mose sulted 0 her. |
admired this quality in Paula, especially whea the other girls would talk about their boyfriends or

o

School did not seem 1 be an exwemely imporuat part of Pauis’s Ifs except as it would
help her got into collegs or university programs she was inwsested in. Ous of her passions in
school was wack and fisld. Ascther was volleyball. She ofen talhed sbout how she spent much
time and snergy in rack and fleld competiel

“ﬁmﬁﬂwhﬂh“ﬁhiﬁ The steries the
wid wese stories about her peers in school rather then sbeut what she leamoed n her classss.
Occasionally, whea we collsctively spols of teachers or marks, Pauls weuld add her houghts and
foelings.

ae?

Marissn: “The Moon is Down.” I¥s bering.
Paula: We were supposed © finish hat but we @it finish.  We w0id him we
finished & but never read ik cause | was mading s



Nikki: It was 30 boring. Oh my God ... I can't seedy for social. | was reading a
book and I fell asleep.

Marissa: He doemn't teach good.

Pauis: Don't complain. He doem't give us many tests. Ouly one per chapter.

Nikki: Aad you know how hard it is?

Pauis: | got 72%. How much did you get?

(04.05.93.02)

Evea though Paula did not seem as concerned as some of the others in the group about her
marks she still contended that "1 siced ©0 get my marks wp like everybody else” (03.11.93.07). She
also had aspirations of challeaging work in high school whea she sald, "I want 10 take tea cowrses,
except for math cause math is 900 hard. I'S work day by day | gusss” (03.18.93.08).

A very exciting school experience for Paula was when she went camping with the rest of
her classmates in grade aine. She wrote in her letier, "Two days after we went camping. What &
blast! We didn't go 10 bed till 5:30 in the moming and the guys came in our room and dida’t bave
till {late) and we had 10 got up at 7:30. Kt was 90 fun” (Pauia’s Jowrnal, May 10).

This story, while it 1ok place during school hours and was a school function, was aot e
stereotypical school stwory, whese stedeats learn only in @e clswoom. In Panis's telling and
retelling of this particular school story, | knew she had learned mose about being around her poers
and had enjoyed the whole process.

CE3 Wi and Numer CS%

There were many occasions whea we lsughed dwring our conversstions. Panls would
initiote such loughter ofien. For example, before | imew each participant very well, | asind for
suggestions about what we could do twogether for fun afier school. Pauls suggested we go e mals
seippers. No ons expected this spontansous comment since 8 burst of langhter followed .

Many times what mads it 50 amusing for me was the spentansity of her integjections. For
example, when | ashed for phone aumbers 10 contact (heir passnts Panla explained, ‘T ast
allowed 10 give my sumber out ©0 sirangers” (03.22.93.01). | was 20 surprised by this dechration
et | was speschisss and we all giggied heartily.

On another occasion, Nikki mentionsd et “we'te gonna dis In 1997," snd Pasia plind, 1
want 10 dis & virgha,” and laughter followed. She explained frther that *i's 2 joke fom my mom
Gis morsing. ‘You'ss gonma dis & vigly' " (05.15.93.07). This kind of comment eased @s
stmosphese and ssemed 1 lighton any tension which semained fom NikkS's schering nmmk.

Paula aleo lind tasing e other young womes in e group. During cus conversatics,
Nikki explained o uausual dssam she bod cas night.  Wihowt much seflsction, Panle jakingly
intoupeonsd k when she said, “That means you'se a Joner in B" (05.03.93.04). This teasing ented
in & wesstling match botwesn e two.



would continue 10 lighten up almost every situation with her wit and bumor.

extremely busy with her sports activities, such as ringetie and soccer. She maintained that
competition was very important 10 her in sports. She liked soccer and volieyball “camse Ghey¥e
competitive” (03.11.93.08). Paule’s interest and involvement in sports was extemely envishie.
Her love for athletic activities was almost as great as her devotion and respect for her family.
"Well sbowt being 50 busy with sports and everything I enjoy doing them but once in awhile | gnt
the fecling that | wanna just quit but | don't want 10 becanse it keeps me busy. | dow't meed & job or
anything 50 [ like doing " (Paula’s Journal, 03.18.93).

One reason for such devotion 1 playing soccer was the aamber of years she had dadicaed
©0 perfecting it. She had played the game since she was six or seven years old and was such 2
devout soccer player thet she had even played in the smow (04.05.93.02). Oue day she came 0 e
conversation group with a story about how *1 just got my bomes crached in my rib” and ended wp b
a hospital while playing soccer at 3 wookend tournament (03.15.93.03). Later that week, in & cns-
on-oRe conversation, Pauie expanded this story, *1 was going ia for & goal and this girl was mad

1 got served and everything” (03.18.93.08). She ssemod pleased (0 get the attention. That mads
holidays with sports or other recventional activities such as playing on an organissd ringets tem
and water skiing. Whea we first began our conversations, Peuls was invoived in ringstte, which
often had her invoived in weskend ownaments. Diring the summer she enjoyed camping with her
Last yoar we went o Fenticton. My cousin owas & campground s ... We had 2
Staes wo. We're walking down e sueets and Malory ... had 0 gt her thess
fom Ghe car. She stopped on dog poo and chh, she dida go owt of the car sl
et & was funny. (04.05.93.11)
In addhion 0 pest summers in Fonticton, she indicated hat the was sager 10 9o back agals dwing




or area we discussed. Mostly, she remained silest during these conversations. For example, the
did a0t have anything 10 add whea we talked about the smoking law that prohibits youth under the
the sisation like whea you're in a bad mood somebody makes you even moe mad” and “mont
people do i whea they've mad though™ (03.01.93.03).

In the group conversations, Paula wanted everyone © have a voice concerning e lssue
that was being brought wp. “Well, we'l pick [a wpic] thars inmresting © all six of w”
(03.01.93.15). She also showed she was open-minded and forgiving. Many times she was willing
© forgive and accept another persou’s negative actions. Whea we talked about the conflict with
Justia and her brother’s bek she was eager 10 forgive him and rescive the conflict. Even hough the
was quite angry with Justia, she wanted 10 believe he would not do the same thing again since be

Panla was & supporter of those sround her and seemed ©0 enjoy sharing experisnces with
others. She was prepared ©0 speak wp for the young women 2ot in owr group. At e firmt
others. Paula responded loudly, “Let them stiay” (03.01.93.13).

Panla seemed ©0 have 2 lot of confidence and showed that she seapected hernall. In cns of
conversations, when | asked her sbout what she wanted me 10 say in this decument, she mplied,
mlﬁhiﬁyﬂnm'mm ﬁ-ﬂlﬁdmﬁhﬂd
o around her and will help her friends when Gy ass soubled.  Whea she sospended
quostios in & letter deecrh ”fhﬁﬁ“'lh:hﬁ*ﬂlbﬁhﬂ
Somutiful but | got by” (Panin’s Journal, 03.20.93). Thess was other ovidenss in eur convenations
et suggeeted Panis’s solif-image was poshive. For example, the bragged that, “Oh, | went ®© e
ﬁy—uﬂ-hh“ﬂu_n:mﬁﬂlhﬂhh*
yostesday and | scamed and my brother comes rumning sad we wers in The Bdnent




In the "B’ soction we were in our lisle boat. | was with my friend and her dad™ (05.27.93.12). She
seemed proud 10 have beea noticed by a photographer.

There was another side 10 Paula which tw0id others she was ia conwrol and could aot be
sat in her chair. "G get out of here” (03.11.93.01) or "Get out of my seat” (03.25.93.01) was
something that | heard quite ofien at the beginning of many sessions. This was Panle's attempt ©0
reciaim the chair she had previously secured as her own.  Simated disectly apposite me, Panle
would enswre she sat in that exact place amongst ws during cvery conversstion. Every time the
made this demand she managed 10 get her roquest. Another example of how she was convoliing
toward others was whea she would correct Nikki's grammar dwring owr conversstions
ﬂg&mﬂwnﬂ.hmﬁﬂvﬁhn“’ﬂﬂmhﬁ

ymore" (03.25.93.01).

ﬁMﬁmﬂhlhﬁimmlnﬂmﬁﬂlg
ﬂmﬂﬂmﬂhdﬁﬁmmh-; sl

-ﬂﬁﬁieﬂ. lﬂ“w“b“ﬁﬂbﬂ“ﬂ-
BE?" whea she said, 1 don't know. My friends aad my family” (05.27.93.11). This sttement
was ot true 10 her actions, 10 her integrity.

Pasia had many advantages mont of the others did not have, such as finsncial and family
security. Her family, especially her mother, ssemed 10 be extromaly important ©© her. The moriss
she w0id were filled with compassion for each other and a deep love for her passats and her shiings.
mgqﬁhlﬂﬂhgmﬁﬂ,hhﬁﬂﬁb:h—ﬁﬂ
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A vivacious fourtoen-year-old, Nikki breezed imto the conversation growp with contagions
ﬂ-ﬂ-n;mmnmﬂn-—nn Hﬁﬂfﬂum
kept her extremely busy in her sparc time. Sﬂﬂyﬂm-ﬁ:nmdhﬁ.

Nikki was almost always hungry. Whes she was in possession of i, she beought food,
liquid or solid, 0 owr growp conversations and she wsually got wased by the others showt her
cheese, two pisces of pie, a can of pop and Freach fries ... 'm 50 full” (06. 14.93.05-06).
koep up with much of the reading we had agseed 10 do in the group, she continued 10 sead books in

Nikki, as an only child, Bvod with her mother, & single pasent, and visited her father
that she doss ot semember what it was like 10 have both pasents together. She claimed, however,
0 heve “had 2 droam ey got back together once, when | was younger” (06.03.93.05). Duwring ene
imterjoctad that she did not fosl sesponalbl ﬁh“ﬂ“ﬂh_

ﬁ:mﬂﬁﬂihmmﬁhdﬂﬁﬂ-:.ﬂ
Ge preseat. Soms wess stories told © her by her mother and father. Nikki ssomed amused shout
@om weed %0 maks me siny up 50 the could soe something meve i e houss” (05.27.93.00).

She had long hair and 2 part in Gie middls ... There ase pictusss of wine e wes

ooned and drank. They ase 30 fanny ... She did drugs whon the wes fowises ... |

semember whon | was younger all ®ees guys wsed 9 come over and Gy wed ®
smohs dops ... | weed 00 oit theve and wanch knives stick ot of e fove ... | und




© always ¥y 10 find questions. I'd g0 10 bed, right, and I'd find hese questions ©0
ask sy mom 50 | could go wp and see what they wese doing. Ha ha. And my
mom, it was kind of obvious cause | ashed Mie ten questions and she's Mke, Go
back 10 bed. Don't come back owt hese’ and 1 wsed 10 meak wound sy door i e
Mdﬁxﬂgm(ﬂmﬁm

Mﬂﬁﬂ“ﬁdhﬂﬂhniﬁﬁ “Ia Torento, in the
ﬂimmhﬂh,mnlqmﬂhsm'ﬁﬁgﬂ:y—ﬂ“
she was not allowed 1 speak up for herself during & conflict. She wsually lot her mom do all e
talking since she fekt she would not be Nstemed 10 (03.15.93.12). “Whea | get in a fight with my
mom I'm alone. [t's like totally quiet” (03.22.93.03). Her mother had a suggeond solution t© their
conflicts, one which Nikki t0ok seriously. "Do you know what sy mom wants me 1 do? She wants
me 10 joln the anmy ... for two o five years 50 she docsn’t soe me again” (05.10.93.11). & seemed
like Nikki's feclings wese hurt by this suggestion. In owr conversation, Marisss interjeceed with,
"Nikkl, she was just kidding” 10 help Nikki understand that it was intsnded © be talen a8 & jobe
(05.10.93.11).

During the time of the conversstions, Nikki and her mother had 2 swruggle mgading

My mom was mad at me couse | thought she was gonna come, right, and she gess,

'Ok | have 10 work’ and | dhought during thet time ... Since sy mom can't cums

then I'l ask my dad 50 1 calied him ... At first [Mom) was happy, right, couse we

don't weually e each other ... and then after she’s like 'Ob, you don’t want ms
nYmmyﬂﬁ:pMﬁm)
NIkki's father came 10 the graduation. Unforamately, however, NIKkI's mother did net go.
(ﬁ;mﬁlﬂ

's fumny canes the's on & phone, right. She wiks wih s eus guy. She goss,
"Okay. 1 got 0 go. [ got 0 fix supper,” and then she phonss his ether guy ad
8008, "1 9ot 10 go. 1 9ot 10 cock supper.” and 0 she phenss ansther guy. By e
time we hove supper we've starving. (05.10.93.20)




This story led into another about what Nikki did whea she was younger ©© ke hor mother's
she wasn't playing with me or whatever 50 | tarmed off all the lights in the house
and | wanted ©0 see if | could walk around in the dark and | banged into the coflbe
table and | pot this big thing on my knee and it was bieeding and everything and
my mom (asked], “What are you wying 10 do?" (05,10.93.21)
lmmnnmmm-ﬁmmm“ﬂﬁf aviors aad

ﬁnqﬁhhmﬂhﬁlﬂvﬂﬁ“hlmmwl
her mother & few blocks away. She was givea the choice by her mother of going 10 Tosonato over
the summer or of getting 2 waterbed for the new aparumest. She responded, TN have 2 watwrbed
.. 1 want a waterbed 30 bad cause | have this bed thet I can feel the springs at aight” (06.14.93.08-
09). Nikki scemed privileged by her mother’s offer of a wip or furniters; she was very Goughtfel
in making the right decision.

Regeethully, Nikki did aot sse her father as ofen as the lind. Defose he moved out of
were times when she wanted 90 lve with her father.

said he wanted 10 run away with me. But | want a chance ©©0 live with him ... i

didat ke & job in Florida becamse of me. | just found omt showt that
She bbarned something el which swrprised her sbout her father. During & secent visk wih him,
the found out he had saved all of the photos that wese talum of the both of dhem. "Youh, | wanted
0 cry whea | saw Gose picesses ... | was 90 surprised causs 1 dides know he had the pictusss snd
06.03.93.05). Thess stories were vary important © Nikki. They wold shout bow her father
showed her e camd.

Woll, be w0id me when | was a lutls baby he wanted 0o ren off with me and canch &

wain. Sometimes | say, “You should have.” | wonder how ik would be e I, we

probably wouldst be hess ... He's taller han ms ... Ns could bs (macaive) If be

@idat hove  boasd and & mustachs and b, If he out his hair 100 s » aay
(aughing). Pecpls say 1 look mess M my dad. | deuft know. (06.00.93.00)




Owher sories about him were about times they spest 1ogether or some of the stories he told

I remember we wsed 1 have this truck and he used 10 ... g0 fast at that time and he

weed 20 sit me on his knee in front of the siecring wheel and 1 could barely look owt

and I'd go. "Faster” and my dad drove a litle faster and I\d go, "Faster” and he

fast. He goes, "There I can't do it 50 more.” [ cant believe he sat me on his kmse

When she t0ld me this story it seemed like she was pleased her father would Jet her have 90
much fun and would do what she asked. It seemed important thet he granted her sequest for mose
only child (3.11.93.13, 04.15.93.08). But lster she expressed mined feclings when she hought
sbout what it would be like ©0 have a brother or sister. "1 kind of wish | had a brother or sister
younger han me but if | want 10 go places ... I'd have 10 stay home with them and | couldat go owt
or snything. | don't know™ (06.03.93.01). Nikki's futher, howsver, was dating a wemen who hed &
six year old daughter. Nikki enjoyed the time they spent wogether (06.03.93.01). This Bute gl
was almost a part-tme sister who bragged about her big sister 10 those asound her. Nikki was
pleased that this lisde girl enjoyed being around her, "She was 50 happy when she found out [she
was goiag ©0 the gradustion]. She was jumping wp and down ... She copies everything | &v”
(06.03.93.01).

When ssked 10 describe herself as a lule girl, Nikki explained, "Sometimes thy. Maybe
over I skt in my room and play by mymi, ks with the Wys and everything. | gt beved”
(06.07.93.01).

As well 23 describing harssl physically, she weed seories 10 describe e Sehaviers she
wed 10 got her mother's atiention. A story wheve she displayed her sense of bumer whils ssoking
hor mother's attention was “whea in the moming my mom woulds' waks up and she wed ¢ smele
80 I put & whols bunch of cigasottes ia her mouth and | was gonne light (Rem)” (05.06.99.06).
Later she added 1 this story,



She's like, "Don't you ever do that again. You could stast the howss on fire.” She wales wp
with these cigareties sticking out of her mouth. | was gonsa put them wp her 80ss and her
ears 100 but | dida't do that. (05.10.93.21)
there was 2 huge hole and one of my mom's fricnds sat on it and just sunk in it
i's fmay. My mom yelled ot me for jumping on it. There was like 2 buge hols.
(05.10.93.20).
Nikki t0ld a story sbowt a mishep in school one day initiated by the question, "Do you have
a story sbowt school that you'd tike 0 teil that you'll aever forget?” Nikki responded,
Just the playground these. There wied ©0 be these monkey bars, right, and | was
stuck on one of them and thea | coulda’t hold on 20 longer and &t was kind of hesd
for me cause | was Nutler then and 1 fell right on my back and | was lying there and
coulda’t breathe ... The bell rang and I'm lying there and | got wp. (05.13.93.17-
19
stories Elﬁ.ﬁ-—d hawm AgeOH ;gg N WOmSS.

Whea | was younger we wsed 10 90 10 the park.  And these's this pictwse with me. |
was liks four years 0ld, and | was on the siids. I'N slways emember thet dey. |
don't know why ... He had this camers. I¥'s sallly nice. & M doss overything and
he blow it wp and got it weally close. | dout know. I mever forget that.
(06.03.93.04)

special or was secking asention.

You con 0l fum anythhing and you can tust em ... Muriess, | con 08
everyhing. &ﬁﬁﬂnmnﬂ“ﬂl-ﬁbﬂ-ﬁ

cause its important, | can 0l Marisse 204 | lmow she won't 0l ncbedy ... She’s
seally nice and she's Gheve when | 20ed her and ol that, I con st her and ol at.

(06.07.93.02.09)



Nikki ssemed proud 10 tell me that she defended Marissa when another member of the conversation
group was critical (05.27.93.07). There were also times whea Nikki spoke of coaflicts with others,
some of whom were once her close frieads. For example, Malory was NikkI's clossst friend in e
pest. They were no longer frieadly with cach other and Nikki admined, "Malory's starting %0 ssmoy
me. Her mtitude” (04.05.93.12). There was also the time when Justia, Nikki's boyfriend ot thet
Paula's mad ot me ... There was Justin snd & whole buach of us. We wess ot
Paula’s, right. Aad Justia tok a beit, right. He was gonma give it back and be
forgot 10 today and thea she just went upstairs, right, and then when we wess in
class registering | was calling hor and she looks at me and turns away. And [ sald,
“"What did | do? | dida't do nothing.” So she gets mad at me for it and | didet do
nothing ... If it's my fauit then Hike I start writing thom and all that and just why |
did whatever [ did or whatever and If it's not sy fault. Like right now | wos't ik
© Panla. 1 just, if she dossnt want 0 talk 10 me then flas, canss | dida &
nothing. (05.13.93.17)

for Paula, Justia may nct approve. It was important 10 Nikki that she got Panie’s appeoval, but I
this case she was not goiag %0 compromise what she believed.
hw“ﬂﬁ“i&l“hn*hh
other people with whom she was in relationship. In one conversation she ackmow) 2
mdﬁﬁhhlﬂﬁ]“khwﬁ'ﬁlhﬂwﬂm
(U.ﬂﬂ;.ﬂ). &mﬂpﬂnﬁhﬂﬁipﬁﬂyﬁﬁ 1__
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0 smoks. 'No.' Canee I'm im0 sports and all that. She's not, 00 it wot affect her. Dut &t would

pshipe with Young Men 0S%0
hmhﬂmﬂﬁqﬁmﬁ.uﬂnﬁ:
young man, Justin, who "takes ms out and everything. I domt kmow, hs weats me siee and o) "
(04.26.93.19). Inkially, Justin cnly Bhed Niki s & Siond. When the 0id him et the hnd e
be dosan't ool he same way. 1 just folll 9 ploces when be wsid me Mol s Ghese IF1
20od s0meoas 1 Blk ©© when I'm feling dova ... His tald ms youll find somsbedy

who will love you as much 25 you love him. And s ID find somubedy Gty




Later in the month Nikki was excited and happy that she had begun dating Justin (04.22.93.07).
In a subsequent conversation, Nikki expressed her uncertainty when she talked about her
He won't talk 00 me until I talk 0 him. It's like, I'm xying (0 think hard on what o
say and | get frustrated and everything. He goes, "How come yow're 80 quiet?”
and | go "1 don't know.” He goes, "How come you never tak?" "1 doa't know” and
then 'm quiet. 1 don't know what 10 say ... | feel bad cause | doa't talk ... YouYe
talking in your mind .. "\melgy‘r‘ . and 1 feel stupid if | say "1 dom
mwuumkm He goes, "Anything, at least I'l know that you're
there.” (05.13.93.18)

lﬂing mmmmnmmmhmgﬂnmnu
He saild that he's 0ot happy and he says it's a0t canss of me ... but why should be
bring me down cause every time he's sad I'Tl be sad and | dida't see that. And be
said he wants 10 be alnne and everything ... Right after that 1 went ©0 his apartment
and | went swimmning. | saw him. He was flirting with Heather and he's i with

Heather and he scems really happy ... | saw them walking back together and Ie
looked happy and everything. (06.07.93.04)

Even though Nikki did not fee! Justin was telling her the whale story sbout beesking wp,
she justified his behavior when she said, “He probebly docen't realize what he was doing”
(06.07.93.05). However, she told me about a pisn she had abowt seeking revenge en Justin's
good there's gonna be other guys. [ don't know, 50 I'm gonna §o up 10 them and ik 1 hem aad
don’t know, we don't talk or nothing™ (06.14.93.06). Asother young man, however, expresssd his
interest in her by asking hor out. She claimed thet, "He's nice. He weats me bottar han Justin”
(06.14.93.06). She, however, was not as excited as she was when she first began dating Justin.
shout is eex” (04.26.93.19). There was 2 time when Tylr somped ©©0 sonually ssosnh NBAL
She was reluctant ©© o8l the story untll Pauls and Marisss cosned and sided her explenation.

Marissn: Hove you ever boon pressured 1 have 00x? Anybedy? (Questien was &

sugpeennd ane.)
NEki Yo



Pauls: With who?

Val: Want 10 tell a story about that?

Paula: Who, which one?

Marissa: | know. Can | say?

Nikki: What?

Marissa: Tyler.

Nikki: Yeah.

Val: Want to tell about that story?

Marissa: Okay, go ahead.

Paula: There we go (Paula puts the tape recorder closer 10 Nikki). Go, just go.

Marissa: Is it confidential?

Nikki: I don't know. If Ivan wouldn't have been there, if Ivan wasn't there he
[Tyler] probably would have made me. He had my hands down and he's like,
"Why not? Why aot?"

Paulx: | would have kicked him.

Nikki: And I closed my legs really tight. He couldn't get i opened.

Val: So there was another friend there?

Nikki: And Ivan heard me and like yelling and everything. He was “Why dida
you call me?" Tyler would have got mad.

When | fully undersiood the whole story | had feelings of anger, sadness, and fruswration. How
could this happen 10 such a girl such as Nikki? But these things happen more often than | realize
or may want 00 admit.

CEB Sseries of the Supernasural BV

Nikki's fascination with the supernatural was reflected in the sories she t0ld. The first

conversation initisted totally by one of the young women ia the group began with Nikki's response

© Round the Bepd. the book I read ©0 the group. This fifty minmte comversation abowt the

supernatural was initisted by a reference 10 the devil (03.18.93.05). Mid-way into the conversation

she admitied she had 2 dream. "It was the devil with long black nails telling me 0 come”
(03.18.93.06). On amother occasion, she explained this same dream in more detall.

You could just see the oudine of him and he was saying, “Nikki come, dost be
scared” ... and I'm walking slowly and all of sudden | woke wp ... There was this
kind of line there, right, and if 1 would have passed it they said | wouldn't come
back or somedhing like thet | started looking arownd. Kt ssemed 80 seal.

(03.03.93.04)

One day she read 2 posm 10 me that she wrote sbout & young fomaele ‘spiric’ Nikki dwamed
sbout. "1 kept secing move of her each time I dreamt of her but | asver ever ssen her face ... She's
wakking with this big stick and she's just lile, as if she's gonaa fall over. &t was weisd. R was lis
she's running from something. It was weird” (06.07.93.04). Nikki wished 10 include ths following
poem with no title.



She has long hair and her gown is a creamy whine

And her skin is the color of snow

Why she's here, and how do | get rid of her, that | do not know

In my dream she'’s there, it's all the same

She runs like the wind as |f someone’s behind

Or there's something there for her, something she has 10 find

One thing I'll never really know is what is it that she wants

She'll be there, but you won't know it cause she's there 10 hawm.

Nikki's dreams influcaced her throughout her waking howrs as well. Nikki saw this same
woman with a stick in a cemetery close 10 her home.

It was on my birthday and we had nowhere 10 g0 and ... we weat wp 0 Ge

even yesterday or the day before that | was cutside of my hallway ... then | aw

(05.27.93.08)
when she checked 10 soe who it was "m0 one was there” (03.18.93.05, 05.27.93.07). She aleo

The stories of the s Al Nikki told wese not scary stories of monsters or demons.

returned home at e o'clock.



moets outside of her own school. "Oh, ia track 1 got fourth place in 100 meter and sscond place i
50 meter and second place in high jump and I'm on the relay wam™ (05.27.93.06). Early in June
0 play soccer by joining an after school seam. Prior 10 this soccer season she was not even
confident in kicking the ball. However, success came quickly for Nikki in this new sport during
At a grade nine camp-out, Nikki detaonstrated her bravery and desire ©0 take on physical
challenges by persevering at an activity many students did not even attiempt. To be suocessfel a8
this activity the participant was required 10 leap from a log steck i the ground and grasp a swing a
few meters away. After she was successful at the first level, Nikki moved 10 the next level, which
third level ©0 grasp the swing (Journal, 05.06.93).
Nlﬂm—ﬂdh-ﬁy—ﬂ.ﬂf

Oh, I passed my bronze medallion. Like right sow 1 got a medal and two badges
and then about 2 year or 30 | go back 10 just write the test and [ got 2 ridbon and &
modal or a bar. Aad then we have these bars that go down the ribbon ... My mom
has it all 100. (05.27.93.06)
Nikki also plmned ©0 take swimming and diving lessons dwring her summer holidays
(06.14.93.08).

Whea Nikki got passionate about som y.
mmﬂ“dmg“ an_h-g-:-i-gi
about her participation in sports. Ancther was her love for a singer frosl 2 rock bend she west ®»
so¢ during Ghe tims of these conversations. She often reforved ©0 him as “my baby” and maintained
& stats whee *1 can't believe | went 10 (his] concert”™ (04.05.93.12). At the concart s band did &
occurrences. “These are swears, ch. My mom lMstens © & song and besp, besp, beag: 80 wendr



10 be anurse. Later she said she had changed her mind but was uncertain as 10 what she would do
after high school. By the end of our group conversations, she was cleaser as ©© what she was
interested in doing. She wanted 10 help women in trouble. "It's like, bum, it's 20t & lawyer. | aw
this movie once and this girl got raped in a bar and everything like that sad they didnt know who
did it and everything, 50 this girl went 10 her and was helping her” (06.03.93.02).

Nikki said, “1 want 10 be normal.” When asked .  elaborate, she said, "not 100 rich, not 100 poor”
(05.03.93.05). Nikki was looking forward 10 being 2 wikt and mother. *1 want ©» have & kid. |
just want 10 get married and have kids” (05.03.93.06). Her desire 10 have a family was fiwrther
validated whea she indicated during a conversation sbout tsea pregasacy, “Scary. | ca't wak ©

Nikki's favoriee subjects in school were gym, art and science. She enjoyed them “Secause
imteresting” (05.13.93.01).

Nikki found her ninth yesr in grade school very chalienging in conteast ©0 ehmentary
school whes "1 did 20 good in clementary, sighties and ninsties” (05.13.93.16). She complained
example, in social stadies her mark went from 65% 10 45% (03.11.93.09). Ofen she nllnd showt
homework assigaments. Howsver, prior 10 the camping trip in May, Nikki wes cager © comphs
an assignment for one of her courses. *1 (have] 1o finish my report ... if | dou't | can't go camping”

And hore's me. [ Wring 2 book home and my mom knows i, sad my sem Anows

i's gonna be time for wets ... and she goes, “Did you bring your besk bome?” ...

and thea she's not a¢ homs, right, 20 | don't sead my book ... She gose, “Ob, &
ﬂﬂﬂ"ﬁ “I—hlh_'!ﬁlﬂlﬂ m

ons of hor primary wachers. “She still somembers whem | ont In grade swo™ (05.13.95.06). b
ﬁ**‘




M. Bush, 1 remember ... in social he used 10 go, "Read the chapter summary.” | handed in
an assignment and he goes, “No, it's wrong. Do it all over again” and | just had ik and 1 go,
“You sit there in your desk, you tell us 10 read and do & summary. You dou't even g0 Wp
there and teach” and 1 handed it in. (0%.13.93.08)

By the tone of voice, Nikki was extremely upeet that she did aot receive any help from this teacher.
It was frustrating 10 hand in an assignment that she could aot fully understand.

Whea we talked about high school, Nikki said she was acrvous sbout atiending in the fall.
She feared she would get lost in this large school (05.03.93.02).

S ‘Den't Werry, Be Rappy' (5%

1 found Nikki 10 be a very passionate and fun-loving young women. She had a joy for
what life had 10 offer. Once she talked about the fun she had ot a beach in Mexico. Whea she
expressed, T never forget the waves there” (06.14.93.10) her voice was filied with the passicn for
the water. [ will aever forget how 1 felt when she said this simple phrass.

1 enjoyed Nikki's response ©© the questions, “What do you think 2 wenager should do?
What do you think 3 tesnager should be ike?" She answered, “Having Am and cverything ... le
going out places and doing suff.” | asked abowt responsibilities twenagers should have and the
responded that going 10 school and getting good grades, as well as taking care of younger siblings,
if ere wese any in e family (06.03.93.01). From what [ knew of Nikki, [ was certain she was
eajoying her life. She had a carefioe astitude that allowed her 10 enjoy herself.

Nikki did not want 0 got caught wp in any houghts or idees thet would conribuie ©
negative foclings. An example of hhis was her atiseds of aot thinking shout eavionmental
probiems since they would just worry her. “Forget about it and be happy ... Dut if you knew 2 Int
this! Don't do this!" " (04.22.93.07)

Nikki said she had & foar that “we'se gonme die in 1997 ... We'te all gonma blow wp.
Canse they say if these’s gonns be & third world war they'e gonns bow up s whols world” She
20t one of panic but ons of certainty. “There is acthing thet can be done” was the atibinde the hold
throughout the conversation, regardisss of what others thought or felt.

In these Jast two stories, | soused & svuggles within Nikki betwemn enpesisacing happines
aad Ginking shout the probloms of e world. Concerning the sament the @4 ant want
Giak sbout it because thinking about it caused her 0 worry. Feom what | ssnsed about her ead of
the world’ story is she belisved thers was sothing shs could €0 ©© changs the werlds otiny. Thewe
was & Sade off for NB&ki in hose situstions. I she Gought oo deply shout Gums Gings the




00 much about things. | sense she fek she could do nothing 10 contribute 10 solving the problem 30

CSTO The Young Woman (5%
welcoming 10 me. To me, she had

endearing chikd-like qualiies when she allowed her inquiskivencss and laterest 10 guide her actions.

1 enjoyed her when she questioned things for berself rather than looking 10 others for her answers.
She was open and candid, which allowed me 10 get 0 know more sbout her. Evea though she did
not exhibit a high level of seif-confidence when it came 10 school work, she was enthusiastic sad
extemely capable in sports. Her love for children and animals was exceptional. She was aleo a
great storyteller. The stories she t0ld of her childhood, with her mother and father, wese refieshing
and passionste. A theme which came up steadily for Nikki was the preservation of her relationship
muﬁﬁ HﬁjﬁihdmnNﬁlzﬁﬁmhmhﬁ:i




CECECS Chapter 6 WOIOB
¥ ANNIE 6%

The axtumn of my life is full of change
Full of new loves and Iusts and things 10 rearrange
My winters, cold and biner, with months yet 10 bear
Thoughts of remorse and sadness, deciding whether or not 10 care.
Summer, my favorise, all excitement, giee. no fears

"1 don't like writing letters but can | give you this poem instead?” asked Asnie, as the
handed me a wrinkled piece of paper carly on into the rescasch.

1 had grown 10 care for during my time in her school. 1 seally commected with her style of wriling,
aad looked forward 10 getting mose poetry 0 | could understand her more. The posms the gove
me later were aleo very revealing and expressive.

1 am graseful for how the research group evolved in & way that aliowed Annle ©©0 ssmain in
the conversation group. Initially, Annie was ome of the two a0t chosen 1 stay wilh e growp.
After the last person was chossa for the rescarch, | could foel her heart drop as she wied ©
maintain an ] don't care sayway!" attitude. However, one of the young women dropped et of the
growp before the second conversation and | decided thet six would be manageable. Annie was pant
of the growp.
©0 Canada, Annie's mother and father separated and laser divorced. At the time of e sessasch,
Annie was fowrtoen years old and lived with her mother.
extremely vuinerable. The stories she 10ld of her family and of poer presswe wese eupacially
interesting and some were even quite tragic. As | discoversd later in the ressarch, she aleo hald
many things back. Some of the stories ase pressated hese but Asnic also disciossd many things
Gt will not be included heee, at hor request. Her honssty and expressivencss have bosn valued act
just for the sake of the ressarch and my own intesest but aleo in how 1 belisve i has helped her
maks sonss of her ifs and what she wants for her futuse,

1 constantly locked forwasd 1 each mesting when | would lern mose shout Amnle's feass,
dscams and passions through the stories she told.

Becsuse Amnis belisved she should have besa berm two or twes yours euslier dhs tald



in common with most of the people her age 50 she spent time with and felt more comfortable with
ofien 1old me sbout friends who were in their twenties. Oue of her older frieads, & new mother,
expressod how difficult she found her youth 10 be. Asnie used this information 1 write her first
somnet, which she laer nameod Sommet #1, after sudying Shakespeare in one of her classes at
school. Afler learning mose abowt Asmie, however, | believe her somaet also spoke of her own

childhood.

Sosact #1 ,
Sometimes | think of all I've done
In my youth which is wild yet wrong
Years of life which fade like a song

Devouwred by time and the eagerness 10 grow

Time 10 kill the ignorence which accompany youth
Time 10 figure what you need 10 know

Time 10 finally cxamine the wruth.

As | think of childhood which I'm soon 10 leave
And whae life has 10 offer in these dull days
1 shink of the goals | have yet 10 achieve
1 was 90 flatiored e night she callad 10 read her first sonnet ©0 me. | hade't soalined wntl

My mom, but don't Ist her know that. | admised how the was when the was
g@“hﬁﬂmqﬁ My mom wes pufoct
when the was young, right. She was boautiful. | have some pictuses of her and
ﬁﬁhﬂmm_hm—gmulﬂ
We hor whea the was youngsr 00 maybs I'l grow up o Jook lhe hev. And, well,
my mom was wally smart. She was lie, when she was young the wes & acher
aad she wanted ©0 bs 2 doctor but her pasents wess %00 poor © mad her
wniverskty ... Befoss that she was & singer. She was & famous singer in Vienam.




And lster on when she was teaching she modeled, 100. | want 10 be like that. My
mom was really smart when she was young: always shead of her cless aad
everything. (04.22.93.03-04)

mmmummﬁmnm:uu-nhm “1 rained

Aﬂﬂﬁn:&h-ﬁm&y“hﬁmm Whliilb

Annie: No, be slapped me once. He had no right 10 do that. He wasa't my dad.
m&[ﬂﬂwﬂ-mnn&nﬂlm&ﬁﬂy—ﬂ 1dd
mlﬂuqhﬁmm And | secceeded. Ha,

Vﬂ:llgyh.ﬂllﬂ'hunht

Anaie: Yesh, but my mom loved him.

Vak Yeah

Ansie: But if it wasa't for me they'd probably be masried. But he dide't e me
and | dide't like him at all. Thea | dos't know, my mom, 1 don't know why
Mﬁnm&nmﬁmhnmkﬁ
doing. I'm not sopping her from going out with her fricads, or having fan or
anything cause she acver does.

Mﬁ.@ﬂ.

nagged her 100 often (03.11.93.10). Ammie described her mother as having two faces, ons for her
ke a witch” (04.19.93.09). Once whea she was med ot her mom for slapping her, Asnis stayed
away from home for five days. She roomed with some of her frisnds in a vacant aparement,
managed by a friend of hers. She clalmed she did not remessber much of & since she was drunk
much of the time. "Eveatsally, | knew I had 1 go home, right? 1 had no monsy, 20 food, 20
clothes” (04.22.93.08).

Annic ssemed very happy, however, that her mom aliowed her 0 meke her own rulss.
Annie said that her mother 80 longer belisved in punishaent (05.10.93.16). She boamed when the
t0ld the other members of the group that she had 80 cwrfew and the only chore she had 0 do was
cloan her bodroom. Once she informed ws she cloaned wp her room sfer shout & menth and

When we moved © Canada things just ot werse. My dad got into drinking and

gambling and he was just 2 el asshols. And he aover chested ca my mem but I

9ot ©© bs sbwsive ©© me and my mom and sometimes he'd bt ms and Mk my mam

o Lie | romomber whan | was & Muls gist lie 2t 3:00 am. ... | wobs wp and
wallnd out [of the bedvoom) and | saw my dad pls my mam dows and he shapped




her and | was just sisting there and | was crying. [ couldnt do amything %0 [ wemt
back 10 sleep ... It's like a traumatic experience for me ... And then he got im0
drinking and gambling. He gambled everything of ours .. . Whea we first came 10
Canada ... we got a nice howse and beautiful furnitere and cverything. Thea my
dad started 0 gamble it and so0ld our furnituse bit by bit ... He gambled off my
mom’s wedding ring. (04.22.93.05-06)

Angie's mother waned ©0 leave her husbend afier she realized she could ot live with these
behaviors. She fekt she had 2o choice but 10 leave Annie behind after her husband trostened her.
§00d ©0 me, but 1 was really scared of him cause he was sirict” (03.11.93.11). The life she had
him" (03.11.93.12).

Later, when be went on 2 vacation ©0 Viemam for & fow months, Asnie stayed with her
about her decision when he returned. The next day he didu't pick hor up from school, which he had
“birthdays and Chrigtmases, not even a phone call” (03.11.93.11).

Annis did not spead much tme at home, except 10 sisep. Her social s was much mose
important ©0 her. uﬁihihwﬁlﬂw Aﬂb“ﬂlﬂqum

goiag 10 have coffes together.
Bol Annis and Malory spent time wih a growp of "Orlentals.” com

While Malory advocand et "heyYe 8ot & gang.” mﬁﬁ@qﬂaﬁﬁ

Wuma-ﬁﬁa-- a—anﬁndﬁm-_ﬁw

howss with this growp. 'Ibyhnhnhnb.'ﬂ“ m--_l
whea the got aancyed with them. Ons time when ey wer at Gosss Looniss, & lecal aighachud,
soms of thess young men got into & fight and got kicked out by s management. Decanss the was
heving a groat tims that night.

her int0 dolng meny hings. She expleined, ‘sverything hat's happonsd ® me has besa posr




shoplified because of the pressure she felk from people with whom she chose 10 spend her time.
Annie admitied 10 drinking "with older frieads. Sometimes a little bit but 8ot 100 much.” Later the
doing things she did not want 10 do, she tid me, on another occasion, her friends respocted hor
choices by not interfering with the decisions she made. When she 10ld me this, | immodiately
thought about how others influenced her in her past. 1 was wncertain about the conflicts theee two
her frieads do, ©0 herself. She added, though, that there have beea exceptions. For example, the
told a story of a friend who was woubled. At first, Annie did 80t want 10 say anything %0 her friend
for fear she would hurt her friend. However, later Annle decided she aseded 1 say semething in
order 10 help her friend” (04.05.93.08).

Bven though her fricads 0 longer pressured her 10 do things she was not inssested in
doing, there was presswre that was self induced. Asnie contended thet it was imporent far her ©0
act in a way that was appropriste 10 the growp of people she was with. "You also have © fit In
with whoever you wast 10 be around. Liks if you want 10 be around older people then you have 0
act older” (04.19.93.10). 1 believe this is a type of peer prosswre that is not as cbvious, since the
fekk she needed 10 De’ a specific way in order 10 fit in.

Annie indicaed oftea thet, until this year, she had been a comsclentions student. "1 weed ©
98 [percent] then all of a sudden N'm getting In the 70s™ (03.11.93.08). She confiessd that the
priorities with Annle. She chose, instead, 10 be with her poers.

Bapecially during the first fow wesks of comversation, Aanie wsed her energy ehiowhen.
She said it was hard 10 keep up with her school work.

My muts ae dropping big time, Mis sl last term I hevest handed in ome

aselgament ... | can't semensber the Jast e | handed in an assignment ... | just

don’t have the time, ks I'n nover homs and when 1 gt home I'm tod. | memn |
n_wﬁgmm“ﬂmm

ofon when we spoke about grades. In G last two menths of the remarch, she comploted her
amigaments and the ofien exprossed s necossity ©0 work extomely hasd wnill G end of B



school year. Asaie also spoke for her whole class when she said "we wese bad ingrade 7 ... In
grade 8 we were pretty bad 100, But this year we're Like 20 serious” (05.13.93.09).
indicated 10 me how important it was for Annie 0 work on her grades. "1 want 0 ace all the
assigaments cause | want 10 get really high the next term. That's why [ ased this [VCR tape on
boosting braia power].” She also said she would be more motivated if she worlnd with 8 frisad.
"So if we work together maybe we can eacourage each other” (04.22.93.02). In the last half of owr
schooling and going on 10 do post-secondary work whea she t0ld me

the people | hang out with are weird. Like they say how much they hate school

and they skip i all e time ... If they could just put up with it for & few years aad

thea get out and never have ©0 g0 0 school again ... N'm M filling my whols time

table wp with courses right .. dhﬁﬂﬁhlmmﬁﬂn

lmﬁhlmmhﬂq&ﬂpﬁm._IHﬁﬁhd’

what | want 10 be, and going %0 university gives me mose options ... | wasted 10 go
nﬁvﬁﬁlwhﬁ?cl!ﬁlpﬁﬂﬂhmm

In her relationships with other people in the school, Annis heid some essntment towands
some of the teachers in her past. She 10id me that one of her sachers chobed her once and made
fun of her name.

There were also toachers Annle enjoyed and admised. She talked sbout Mr. L. being “We
best teacher and we went 10 grade seven [the next grade)] and we didat want ©© §o 0 the class
canee M. Liﬂhﬁﬁm‘(ﬂllﬂﬁx

did not mean very much 1 her.

Many times the subject of men would come wp in our group comversations. During one
conversation each person in the growp talled sbout what characteristics they Bind in & man and
about what was imporint in a selstionship with 2 men. Asnis showed scceptence whan she sald,
“Sometismes you can lears 10 e him. ngwh;mi N you dea’t Hiw him then k went
-ini, H;ﬁ*hﬁhh‘f L08.93.04). Alse, she dohnind young mem her age

n



he has 10 be aice 10 me and (have] a good personality, good looking ... I ke him
have an ¢go ... He likes weight lifting and going owt with his friends but still has
enough time for you. has 10 be someone you can talk t0 and sthietic and good
dresser ... Sometimes you're other things before friends but being friends is good
cause you can talk 10 dm better ... And | don't want him 10 be a dead beat for the
rest of his life ... By ‘dead beat’ meaning] 20 job, but sits on the couch while you
clean the house. (04.26.93.07)

Later in a conversation regarding sex, Annie stated that 2 young woman should "have sex
when [she's) ready 10 take on the responsibilities ... [of] getting pregnant or STDs” (04.26.93.09).
have a condom unless you know be is 2 virgin and you are a virgia. But you should know that”
(04.26.93.10).

In our private conversations, Annie taliked sbowt a past relationship she had with 2 young
man. Upon her reflection of this relationship with Cameron, she indicated she did not wreat him
well and wished he would want 10 date her again.
with whom she speat some time at her school camping trip. The other young womes in e growp
teased her about some of the events that took place during those two days. Duwring & walkk in e
woods, Annie was atiracted 10 this young man.

1 G0 &8 @p bushes and then Devon comes and all | sse (ass) my frisnds walking
suming @ me lke 2 freak or something ... He like ‘Annls, Annis, Annie’ and
@8 ORI 9p 10 me and goes and asks me if P'm okay and twlls me I'm stupid ...
He was laughing at me. (05.10.93.08)
The other young women coatinued 10 tease her during his conversation but she claimed “we wers

Just like cuddiing, thet's al” during the bus ride back 10 school. Later she admined,

Well, I just wanted 0 sauggie under the biankst and cverything right and then |
don't know, we wese just holding hands, and everything and | was curious ©© s
what hs would €0 ... | just wanted ©0 ssc his seaction, that's all ... F'm not kinky,
I'm Just, | dont kmow what in the world possessed me 10 do it but &t wes just
impuiss ... He was ke resting his head on my shoulder and afl of & sudden, Th!'
Then, | dont know, he just ik hs put his head back on my shoubder.
(05.1093.24¢
Her stats of cusiosity over this sew selationship changed quickly ® ens of confien. ‘O
Thursday we were ks together, and most of Friday meming ws wem i ignoring each ether il
s bus rids and hen, and Shen t0day we'se ignoring each other agais 99 | don't insw whats gelag

aow and i(s really pissing me off. Now I'm dotermined © make him mind. | dos’t ks boing
sejocted. | think I'B just ... ws all my offorts o Doven. When pospls dest want me, I'S just lie



them more. Problem Is, I don't know if I'll still like him when [ got him. Oh well, it's worth a wy”
mm@.my 13, 1993),

Annie's experiences with young men seemed confusing and unstable. When she had a
relationship with Cameron, she did not want 10 stay with him. Afier some time lapeed and after
Cameron was seeing another young woman, Annie decided she made & mistake by not being with
him. This confusion led 10 her brief relationship with Devon. At first, the time with Devon was

One day Annie came 10 the conversation group wearing an anti-racist pin on her shirt. She
expressed her concern about a fight that started at Eaton's Centre between a white man and a black
man. Apparently, “this cop pulled [only] the black guy and everyome got mad and they started 1,
you know, destroy the whole place, at the movies” (03.25.93.05). She was angry with these police
officers, whom she perceived to0 be racist. She ofien said she was not racist. However, whea asked
and was able ©0 justify buman actions. For example, when we discussed the delinguent behavior of
a character in one of the books we read she explained how “most kids just do that 10 get asention.”
Her solutions 10 punishing young offenders were "juvenile hall” or "sead them far away (10) isolate
m“(ﬂ!@.ﬁﬁ)_
cmmﬁm

Well, right now I'd get an abortion, but um, if [ was a Hele older and if | had the

kmow, before 1 was lilks, sbortion was the grestest thing ever invented. But then |

met some friends that kind of chenged my miad. Lhihuwnﬁwiﬂldﬁ-.
and she was progaant whea she was 14 and she kept the baby and her boyfriead

supported her and her parents supported her. (04.26.93.13)
At the end of ons of our last group discussions, Asais handed me 2 posm. She had not
writien a poem for meny wesks before this one. Whea she handed it 00 me she made i very cloar




Shatiersd
Crying rears of shame tonight

Trying to overcome my fear of night
, And see for yourself my life of lies
Seek the memories worth seeking for

But don't look for things that hurt you more
For they will kill and take your pride

Take immocence away you've set aside

Even though they say you're not 10 blame
But when I look inso that mirror of mine

The truth comes out and I'm not so fine
I'm filthy, dirty, no longer pure

The price 1o pay. the pain | endure
There's nothing left worth living for

So I will go beyond the door
I'll look for light on the other side

And there | no longer have 10 hide

After | read this poem [ thought about how desperate anyone could be after such a
twough suicide. | wondered what Annie's thoughts were when she wrote this. | wondeved wity she
chose 10 write such a poem.

supematural possibly originated from the story she told about her mother whea they wem in
Vietaam.

There's a bridge that crossed over [a little sieam). My mom weat for 2 wakk 0 the
bridge. There was something in the water that canght her eye and it kured her ©0 it
She went wward it and something grabbed her and pushed her into the water and
the stream 00k her along and then she grabbed omto ome of the piers. She got ©©
safety ... When | was thres ... the same thing happoned 0 me ... | wandered off
and | went 10 the bridge and looked down and mom came and she siopped me and
told me not 90 look at the waser. (04.05.93.08)

Aw e also had conversations with poors showt he supernatwl, further examding hor
mummmpﬂ:; s hor appeel ',;'ng[lﬂlyl

mnhm,,mhmeLﬂymmlg“ﬂ

"



easily” (04.29.93.11). Annie also explained that "sometimes I st get 100 paranoid ... when [ have
trouble sieeping | think of supemnatural things" (04.08.93.08). [ got the sense that Annie was
afraid about what she could not explain, especially when she believed it could affect her without
her knowledge.

form of poetry. Her passion for writing poetry entered many conversations and consumed her at
times. During one conversation, Annie was exwemely upeet that she had Jost a posm she had
writien a day earlier. This cherished piece of work was a amrative poem for an assignment in her
language arts class. "It was one of my best. It was the longest poem I've written. 1 spent all last
nigit and most of this moming writing it" (05.03.93.10). When she discovered she had lost it she
tried 10 recreae it but she had been unsuccessful in recapturing its essence. In ome of the anly
all time, my mind has just gone blank" (Letter, May 13, 1993).
Many times Annie created poetry for her assignments in school. Besides some of those

demonstrated her concem for the environment.

20006
1 want 10 live 10 see yoar 2000 and six
Just 10 see {f the Earth will be 100 damaged 10 fix
Wulwdamﬂuﬁaﬁﬁummm
What will be she conseguence of the destruction we constantly show
Will we still be basking in the glory of the san
Will we have an 0-20me after all our fun is done
Or will they be enraptured and eaten by the smog
Will we still be breathing fresh, pure clean air
Or will is be polinsed wish odors we can not bare
What abowt oil, cosl, minerals and resources we can't live withost
Will they all be gome? Is there any douin?
On second thoughe I'll just enjoy the presem day
Becanse | fear, in years 10 come the Earth will fade away.

Is meny ways, Annie lived her life day-by-day, for the expericace of the moment. A
important 10 do school work 1 achieve better grades.




Mwmm:mnywmumﬂumcDHEﬂIMAﬁﬁi
"something 1 want 10 do and get paid a lot and | want fame and husbend and ome or two kids,
named Sammy or Annetie” (05.03.93.06). Annie's thoughts during her last year of junior high
preparing herself 10 fulfill her dreams. She justified her atitude when she said she's only young
once. Late in the school year, however, she began working harder for her marks and taking her
dreams served as something 10 Jook forward 10 but Annie's actions did not scem 10 support the
desired ouscome. Was there not enough urgency 10 take a course of action which sustained the
outcome, or, was this something 100 far into her future about which she may in the futwre take

":: and reality. Bu‘g —; ﬂﬁ
mmmmmmmmmﬂmﬂm
m&nmgﬂwﬁmwn-mﬁlﬂﬁﬂiﬁp
One conversation, alarmingly, started out with the story of Tammy, 2 aew student 10 the achool,
mmnﬁ#u Annie was distressad this young woman called her names and wanted
10 beat her up. *1 dida't do anything 10 her” (03.25.93.04) and "1 heep 10 mysslf except © & fow of
my friends ... | didn't talk 10 her at all when she first came cause | dida't like her. P kind of 2
mob when it comes 10 new people. But like | don't do anything 10 hurt her. She docided (o dislihe

Another example of conflicts that consumed her was the power sruggle betwoon her and &
manager ot the Dairy Quoen where she was employed. Annle was very distwrbed by the way one
dhmnﬁﬁ "ldniyhaiﬁiﬂem Hr.himﬁiﬁh

gmmnnannpﬁmmﬂlpmmmﬂm}mn-
continued %0 wield his authority and showed he disapproved of her by giviag her work ot lhed by
others (Le. cleaning up t the end of the cvening), by cutting her howrs 10 & minkmum, by crisicizing
hor in fromt of customers and by giving her least desizable shifts (1.s. weshend evenings).



He's like always looking over my shoulder even though I'm not doing anything
wrong. Like, once | made a mistake on the till, something easy that | could fix and
everything, and then he apologizes t0 the customer for me and ... | could have
fixed it in two seconds .. Embﬁmhﬂhmm 'm not
really slow but it's jus: that he gets on my nerves and I'm not really in the mood for
working hard. |1 don't know. I guess they could ssy I'm not working hard bt
everything is easy for me, you know, it's just that the boss, he intimidates me, you
mmﬁasu—m

enjuyhcml uwum Mahnﬂlhnm&Eﬁqﬂ.
Me and Malory like hanging around older people. ilke this 20 year old ... and thea
ﬁin&umudmﬁtﬂﬁbﬂldﬁkmhﬁ:ﬂyh

love with ... and Marissa like goes (0 that guy, "Why is Peggy [the 20-year-old))
h;h(:ﬁuﬂrﬂildynﬂlﬂ?‘ﬂﬁyi“lmﬂﬂﬁl

dmﬁwhm Hke, hﬁ:ﬂﬂilﬁﬂyﬁﬁaﬁﬁn
and ... it's worse enough cause like 15 isa't old enough, right, cause they've all 18
and 20 ... and now he thinks that we're 14 and 2 bunch of liars. (04.15.93.04)

She regretied that she was 00 longer friends with Marissa, however. "1 miss being fricads with
Marisss cause Malory isn't really in school. Thea wwally M'm alone and sometimes | miss being
friends with Marissa. Thea I always think [ can't trust her anymore 30 how can | be fricnds with
Conflicts wese sbundant within her group of friends. as well. She ofion admined 1 not
being very happy with them since "they're into fights all the ime. They got kicked out of Contury
(a pool hall}, 100. Everywhere we go they get into a fight. The other day they beat wp & guy wih
pool sticks” (04.15.93.12). However, what she gainsd fhom belonging 10 the group hapt her
isvoived. "1 always wanted ©0 be a part of them camse they know how ©©0 have fun, you know.
They g0 10 places. They have fun” (04.15.93.12).
had befriended. She believed others thought she was loss maswre or capable of aceivisles or
thoughus typical of older yoush or young adults. "1 Gink Gey think we've supld cause wo'
" She refused 10 accept what her mother had 10 say when she added, “this day and age we lsam



more in school than they did. #0 i's not like we're isolsed from knowledge or amything”
(04.19.93.04).

CS® The Essonce B

Two weeks prior 1o the conclusion of our conversations, Annie admitied 10 what impaced
me the most throughout the research. Annie disclosed that she was bulimic. (Unforsanately, this
was the day my tape recorder malfunctioned). | was astonished that she had kept such a secret,
especially when | believed she was not hoiding anything back. But, | guess I'm ot really
surprised, since, in telling this secret, Annie made herself exwemely vulnersble. Nowstheless, this
discase is essential in the story of Annie. When we talked about this discase Annie explained that
Malory had ‘forced’ her 10 see a psychiatrist. [ was pleased she fek confident enough 0 8l me
about the bulimia but this also caused me 10 ask questions about other stories Anmie chose ©0 keep
10 herself.

1 learmed many things about this young woman for whom | quickly grew © care. Her
honesty and openness in the research was appreciated. | found her poewy and sories 0 be
fascinating, filled with emotion and passion. She is also a young woman looking towand & future
filled with dreams of greatess and abundance. [ hope the siories she kept from me will someday
be t0ld when she finds the space and the trust she needs.



CBCBCS Chapter 7 BOBO®
The first time | met Malory | was not surprised 10 discover she had gome 0 modeling
clothes she wore, and the hair styles she fashioned. Her manner aad style ssemed 10 contrast how
she said her father "raised me like a boy, wearing sweats and big shirts all the time" (04.19.93.15).
1 had a sense that Malory struggled a lot with what ik meant 10 be female. Even hough she
had seemed 10 have a stereotyped idea about what a gisl should act or dress like, she wsually chose
the non-stereotypical, except in dress. She consistently explained how much of a tomboy she was
desperately wanted 10 hold on 10 the image she had of herself as a mboy. | saw evidence of this
attitude even in the first meeting. She challenged a comment made by Marissa who said "we get
say what we want 10 say” when she said, “Not everything ... swearing. We're not allowed ©©0 say
whatever we want ©0. We can't swear” (03.01.93.03). In addition, she bragged abowt knowing
"swears in Vietnamese, Spanish and Polish" (03.01.93.05). Using these words was not what might
be termed as ladylike.’ She was, however, influenced by other people and our cultwse 0 show
herself as a ‘beauty.’ Her grandmother, for example, was one of hese who influenced ber in this
way.
influenced her 10 dress like a boy and, on the other, her grandmother was eager 0 ach Malory

her sister's flancee, James and her nisce, Lindesy. They lived in & howse only a fow blecks from
boyfriead at the local pool hall (03.22.93.05). She wanted 10 avoid the conflicts she had with both
her mother and her sister. In a letter she wrote March 22, she expressed,

My mom and sister are still close 00 me. We still talk but 8ot a5 much. | [used] ©

talk 90 them when | had a problem but lately | dou't wll hem (snythhing]. M'm

barely home asymore and when [ am home | just go 10 my soom and talk on e

phone. Lately whea | talk 10 them all we do is fight. So for right sow, 1 think i's
better 10 live our owa lives and stiay out of each other's way.

In 2 subsequent loster, after | had responded in & letter 10 her conflict with her family, she replied,

My mom will listen but | just dont ialk 0 my mom about my i anymose. |
know | should. At least she's willing ©© Mewn. Most of my friends’ moms wan't



listen to them and my friends say I'm Jucky 10 have such a aice, wderstanding
mom. But I guess you don't realize how lucky you are wntil you lose it or almont
lose it. Don't get me wrong, I love my mom. (Leter, 03.25.93)

Also, at times she fek quite overwheimed with other people in her home.
hmmmmm It's 8 200. Like people wak in and owt of
my room. No ome ever knocks anymore. They just wak in. My sister and e
hﬁymﬂwmhmeﬂﬁhypmiynhh—:ﬂhﬁﬁﬁ
family come over and his sister stays there all day. Drives me auts ... | can't go

nowhere except when [ take a bath and [ tell them | got 10 go. K's the only room
m.mhu(os !l?!.ﬂS)

capable.
My momemy was a goodie-goodie. She was a brain ... The caly thing my mom did
bad was masty my dad .. Mym&w-ﬂhi_ﬂm
she was & brain. She was like 90 average. I read her high school year book. She

sounds like such a geek. Oh, the president of the school. They're saying all Gis
£00d stff about her and all these clubs she was invoived in. (05.10.93.19)

In another conversation she boasted, "TA computer company was) oaly locking for one wamen
take the course and ten men and ... she got it. That's cause she's smarter than hell” (05.13.93.15).
During one conversation, in response 10 another young woman's comment sbout being embarvasesd
© have her mosher pick her wp flom a night club, Malory expressed, “Just canse you've
|y mommy yesterday. | love my mommy” (04.15.93.02). Whea Malory talked about her mether, |
Malory was pleassd ©0 ol ws that she conld ik ©© hor mother showt amything
(06.17.93.11). For example, in & conversation | asked fiom whom did thess young wemen learn
sbout sex. Malory was the only one 10 respond that her mother taught her (06.17.93.12),
but | just walk out of the house and that's the end of k" She added that her mom teased her
stories, though, 104 of a time that her mother was 100 aagry © yoll.

We wed ©0 live by 2 ravine. K was & bad ravine. Liks my sister got chased by 8
ashod man. And | wasn't suppossd 0 b in e ... and | wanted 0 me what B



was like 50 my friead coavinced me 10 §0 and my mom t0ld me ©© stay away from

the ravine and 1 went down into the ravine and came back lile Swee hours laser.

My mommy, I'd never soen her 90 mad at me. She told me, “Go 0 your room.”

"What's wrong, Mom?" "Go 10 your room, sow!” She didn't want © takk. She

was 100 mad. Usually shell yell but she was 50 mad she coulda’s talk. Aad then |

started crying and thea she forgave me. (05.10.93.20)

Her sister, Jessica, two years older than Malory, ssemed 0 take the lead in many things
and ofien seemed 10 be Malory's part-time surrogate parest. | seased Malory had meny mined
by Jessica.

iﬂyhtllﬁd. ﬁe‘dﬁ[hﬁ. Hmhw“ﬂmhﬂlm
around him hanging from the ceiling Cause she knew it wpest me. Comee |
thougit Honey Bear was real. She used % hang him from doors and cellings.
Squish him ... My Honey Bear | had since | was born. My grandma gave it 0 =
used 10 torture it. (04.15.93.05-06)
know my sister, they'd make her take care of me. Know what she would d0? Take me % 2 mall
and leave me there. She did that ©0 me. [ like sat in the food fhir for ke two howrs and Ghen the
came back” (04.15.93.05). Malory also complained sbout her sister's yelling (05.03.93.09).
Thess conflicts the had with her sister, compacted with hoss with her mother, cansed Malory ©
choose © spend thme with her frisnds instead. [ ot the smse Gheve was 100 much yolling for
Malory 50 she withdrew herseif from it.
respectful way, she quoted her sister as saylng. "You have © e a e ©0 bam 2 "
(05.31.93.02). This indicatnd ©0 me that she Nowned ©0 her sloters words. bn this mme
hen my friends cause of my sister. She wsed 10 teach me goud Som bad, who 1o ik 0, who aot
00 talk 0. | know a lot of wenagers are pretty scewed up, on drugs and smoking. | smele, Gar's

My sister conxed me 0 kiss [a best friend in grads ene] She mid, "Come &
Malory. Doa't you want ©0 kiss a boy? Come ca, kiss him." "No, you'm just
gonna ol Dad!” ... She's M, “Come on just kiss Mim." *No," and we went under
ot me and sald | had 2 boyiviond and (made] fun of me ... My slster always tind @
o ;e in Soubls whea | was liie but | 9ot her back whun the was n Junier bigh
and | was in chmentary ... | was i slwage with hiv overynlom the womt. My




dad made me go with her. Actually 1 wanted 10 go. She dida’t want me 10 go.
She was always up 10 no good. (05.13.93.13)

Malory seldom spoke about her father. He was in jail. She explained, "1 doss kmow what
for cause he's always getting arrested, though. He always lies 0 us and says these excusss we've
"chance ©0 know what he was like without alcohol” (03.11.93,03). Later, she added, "My mom
says that he was nice before he started drinking” (03.11.93.14). Because of his behavior, Malory's
mother left her busband over two years prior 10 this research.

Mymym(gﬂﬂklh;mﬁﬂqﬁ—kﬁﬂ k

mb'demmhqnihcrhgh Hg'diﬂ:hiueufhmiﬂl
her. He'd call her work and start rouble. At the bank she had 0 quit cause be
was causing 100 much trouble and she didn't like it. It was kind of embarrassing
for her 30 she had to quit. (05.13.93.15)

ofien maintained that men were less intelligent than women and that she was "kind of prcjudiced
against guys” (04.19.93.12). She also mentionsd her father when she said he toassd hov about
having boyfriends and when she reciied a poem writtea for her by Nikki called, "Good-bye Daddy”
(06.07.93.06). This poem told of the bitterness she fekt and how her father hurt hor. (At hor
request, it is not included here.)

Malory speat much of her spare time with Asnie and a group of pecple whase mesiing
machetes, knives and puns. One evening Malory and Asnie went out 10 toen night at Basry T (a
fighting. [ come out of the bathroom and we were kiched out of Barry T's. | was ast happy. |
Gom.

Malory found it “hard 10 keep mying 0’ [10 drugs) canse (poers) heep presnwring you.’
m“lmmmmhuﬁmu:yﬂﬁﬁﬂ
0, hough, whea [ was in my old school. Aad ke if's kind of hard 0 e all your frisnds deing h,
and how messed up Gy gt ... without bagin empted 10 we them yournsll™ (04.19.93.00). | gn
G sonee s stuggls with whether or ot 0 e drugs was en-going and wes somuthing the
foased.



1 used 10 be a tom-boy when | was liste and I'd just hang out with boys cause |

don't know, | was more like a boy ... One gitl was rich and she was like the

and frilis and stuff and used 10 call me poor. [ looked fummy. She sald | coulda

dress like a girl cause | had 00 money ... She hated me and ... she would make fun

of me ... 'You have no friends. The oaly people that would be friends with you ase

boys. Cause you're an ugly liede boy.' She used 10 call me a lutle boy. Like it

started dressing like a girl. | started being like a girl. (04.19.93.11)
peers had on her scemed immense. However, | saw Malory as swrong and powerful. She ssemed 1
be in complete control and, as well, admitied 10 being 3 manipulstor. | continue 10 question
Malory's attempts at influencing those around her as well. The roles scemed 10 be reversed, from

Just prior 10 the rescarch, Malory and Anmie became very close friends. They fek
comfortable disclosing anything 10 each other. They ofien did things together, like spond time at
Malory's, go owt for coffee, and g0 Out 10 night clubs. In the rescarch, they chose 10 stay together
in the room during their one-on-one talks. They were certain they could say anything In front of

During 2 one-on-one discussion, Malory sald that for someone 0 support her they must be
there for her physically and “st least pretend ©o be inwerostad™ (05.31.93). She did not expect
support from her friends. “1 really doa't ask much flom my friends. Like 'l do what [ can ©0 help
my friends whea they're in troubls, or whea theyve upest or if they have a problem. Dwt | dost
really, like | don't really, | doa't exactly expect it in retwrn” (05.31.93.03).

Malory and Asnis ssemed very closs, but | questionsd whether or not the selationshi
Nikki, once one of her best friends. did not talk anymose. She sefiocted on Nikki's comments 10 her
that e had changed recently. “Thm ot sure thet | want 19 talk (0 her again. Maybs she's right.
wanied 10 distance herself from Nikki, who was nct acospiing of what Malory choss 9 do.




Marissa, Nikki and Paula used 10 be close with Malory. In a letier, she wrote about these

1 sopped talking 10 Marissa because she said bad things sbout me and Annle ...

Nikki and I made up but I still don't trust her. We don't talk much 10 each other

and once in awhile we'll go out but not very often ... 1 guess | think that becasse

all my friends are in high school. Nikki, Paula, and Marissa aanoy me sometimes.

We all used 10 be friends but now | feel I'm drifting apart from them. (Malory's

Journal, 04.15)
Malory maintained that it was vital in her friendships 1o have "trust, just trusting that they won't lie
and say things that | ask them not 10 say. | just want them 10 be honest” (04.08.93.09),

G The Men in Malery's Life (S

Even though she was only fiftieen years old at the time of the research, Malory had many
male pursuers. She ofien spoke about past or present boyfriends, and other men interested in her.
At the beginning of the research, she dated Jesse, who beionged 10 the growp with whom Malory
spent time. In the spring, however, Malory decided she did not want 10 see him any loager. Malory

The Black Wido

She's a black widow waiting 10 kill,

She'll love you and leave you 10 die.

She can't be tied down, you'll never be her boy.

She’ll . vhe sadness come 10 all your remaining days.

You think she mahkes you happy but that's just a dream,

You fell in love wish her, you're such a fool.

When she's gone, just give up, theve’s nothing you cen do

(06.07.93.06)




When Malory read her poem, she seemed proud 10 boast of the coldness and insensitivity
she showed 10 this man for whom she had once cared. | wonder what prompeed Malory 10 creste 8
poem such as this, a poem which shows her as being hardhearted.

One reason she 00 longer wanted 10 dase Jesse was that she was interested in dating Tino, a
explained this situation as being potentially risky.

Val: Is there another guy who likes you?
Malory: | like my ex-boyfriend ... A guy from a yesr ago ...
Vak So this other guy has shown that ' wants 10 go back with you? Or has wid

you?
Malory: He said he still cares about me and wants 10 give me another chance, but |
can't go out with him cause that would be like
Annie: Killing him.
Malory: Yeah, that would be like
Annie: Murder.
Malory: Murder, yeah.
Val: What do you mean?
Malory: ... It's like being married 10 the mob. You can't get away from them for 3
{Jesee's) brother and she broke up with him and then she was with another guy
... hey made her life hell cause she troke wp with the guy.
Annie: It's gonna be worse with her, cause they know her.
right, if's ten people against one.
Annie: Ten?
Malory: Kay, fifisea or tweaty around there 10 one parson. May as well put a sign
on his back “Kill me now” ... It's just like being masried 10 the mob.
Asaie: Yoah, can't got away from them.
04.2993.13-19)
Whea | heasd this story, | questionsd the reasons Malory and Amnie belonged © & ‘prouy’ which
chose violent actions as solutions 10 probiems which assose. 1 know Malory and Asnis éid act
maintained that she preforred 10 say it swaight out. She, however, contradictod herself when the
explained, ¥ (men] don't tahe the hint the first time | make wp excuses. 7 kind of lks somebedy
eloe.’ | Ghink of all thess excusss” (04.08.93.04).
things 0 tay shout males. Concerning young men her age she comphained that “¥s hasd 0 find




(03.01.93.08). Another comment she made was that she did not want 10 have any boys of her own,
made her think of them as ‘perverts”?

Malory claimed she did not tike school even though she always managed © receive good
marks. “Just being here” made her feel bad about herself in schosl (05.13.93.16). She did act
indicate why, but upon further questioning she said she disliked most of her classes, especially
science because she understood it (05.13.93.01). Her focus in school at the end of her ninth year
was the "need 10 get my marks up ... Anything over 60 is fine” (03.11.93.07). h momed 0 me
Malory's main reason for being in school was because of the marks, rather than the experionces the
could have.

My grade on¢ teacher used 10 spank us. But | was 100 fast. I'd ren like bell and |

pissed her off, cause like | didn't like doing work and she didn't help me 50 I

me but she was o1 and she couldn't caxch me. (05.13.93.04)

Malory lived.

drink and get imoxicated. Even though she admisted to drinking. Malory contended hat she did not
"get drunk like Marjorie (who tried 10 jump off the balcony because] she thought she could fly.”
Her other swories included what she saw as amusing anecdots whese 2 friend “wes dancing asound

Malory had swong belishs againgt wnking drugs. As indicated earlier, thers wers Gines somme of her
poors peoesused her into taking drugs. Encept for being curiows sbout what i weuld b ks 00 e



drugs. she boasted that she never tried them and had never wanted 10. | believe the pressure her
peers put on her was causing her 10 question herself. It seemed 10 me she was searching herself for
reasons t0 abstain from drugs. For example, she told the story of this man she knows who “did
acid everyday for a long time and now he's just a vegetable” (05.31.93.02). In one of our early
meetings she also talked about her loss of faith in Mr. Rogers, the child entertainer, when she

ST The Many Veoices of Malery (BB

Many times Malory teased the others in a joking voice. She was witty when, after her
told me not 10 date Italians.” Her perspective changed, however, and jokingly she said. “Do you
get lots of presents? Ooo, | want a big family” (04.15.93.05). She also was witty when she said
Nikki, "We're a listle Miss Cinderella aren't we?” (05.10.93.14) after Nikki expiained she had many

chores she was responsible for at home. There were others times, as well, when she added her
humor 10 our conversation.

wanting 10 g0 out with her, Malory suggested a few things like, “Tell him you got a boyfriend,”

"call him a pervert and ask him 10 leave you alone,” or “tell him you're gay, then he'll loave you

alone” (03.22.93.02). 1 was surprised when, in giving me advise about & personal relationship, she

suggested | "show the guy what you're made of” and “that you're in contol” (03.22.93.03).

10 the school, Malory supported her close friead by being there with six others for a fight *choduled
Afer Anale confessed about being bulimic Malory promptly “Sorced or bribed™ (Asnis,

05.31.93) her 10 g0 10 the hospital. [ believe Malory showed great devotion 10 and support of her



Controller Voice
There were times when Malory did not hold back in wlling people exactly what she
thought of them. Mmﬂhmmmﬁmmﬁmmﬂw

mmbbedMabrydulwilhj;' ;,’i:—smmm Later, mmu
dismay when Augustine complained when she got less than 100% in any assignm s
"She thinks it's 0 bad. Look at our marks. What does she think of them?" (03. 18931!().
Something Malory said t0 me once, “T never really get mad, I just kind of get revenge”
made me think about how some people deal with their anger (04.29.93.12). Perhaps she was being
revengeful when she complained 10 Augustine. Was this the way she handled her resentment?
I just get bitchy to whoever talks to me. | know if's not fair. 1 just say, "Sorry, I'm

just in 2 bad mood, you know. It's not you or nothing.” Cause sometimes I'll be
nice when I'm mad cause I know it's not fair 10 treat others like that. Sometimes |

just blow up and I just start yelling. Il go, 'Tm 30 sorry, if's not you.”

(04.15.93.10)
just said it. An example was when she said she did not want the other young women in her class ©0
join us. When asked for a reason she replied, “Lots of them | don't like ... I don't mind if Augustine
comes. | don't like a Jot of them.” Because Marissa, Nikki, Psula and | wanted the others 0 join
(Annie remained neutral), Malory's ‘'n0’ was overruled. She quickly replied, *1 woa't come that
day" (04.19.93.05). However, the day the girls joined us, Malory decided 1 join us regardiess of
what she said eartier. | was glad she did.

This very determined young woman lived by e rule, “Ifs my way or o way"
(04.29.93.12). | wonder how much her living out this rule was 10 blame for being kicked out of
class one day when there was a substitute teacher in her classroom.

1 came into class late and we have a sub and Helea was sitting in my desk and 20 |
back there.” and, "You sit whese you're 10ld 10 ait,” and 1 9o, “This is my desk and
'm sitting right where | am,” and she goes, "No, move.” | go, "No," and she gees,
“Move,” “No." "1 make up the seating plan.” and [ g0, "So, this is whee I sit”
and she goes, “"You Can moOve OF You can et out,” 50 I g0, “See ya.” and | walked
out and thea the principal sent me back © class. (06.07.93.07)
Malory was aot willing 10 back down in this situation. She foit she had every right 0 hor owa dosk



Something that frightened me was Malory's anger. When she was ‘assaulted’ by others,
she became outwardly furious. She told a story about wanting 10 beat up this younger student
because he insulted her (05.31.93.03). [ had never heard her fury before.

Innocent Voice

Many times I got the sense that Malory wanted to be a little girl. Malory's listle gisl' came
out at the beginning of the research, when she easily admitied that, "1 used 10 love [Mr. Rogers’)
show until I found out my hero is a cocaine addict” (03.01.93.12). Another example was when she
frequently referred 10 her mother as her ‘mommy.’ For example, one nigit when Annie had fallen
aleep on Malory's bed, Malory expressed that "1 was thinking of sleeping with my mommy but I'm
a littie old™ (05.11.93.10). But earlier she admitted that, after a nightmare, "1 was 30 scared | went
10 sleep with my mommy" (05.03.93.04). So this was her admission 10 me that when she needed ©
be nurtured, she fekt free 10 go 10 her mother.

During one conversation, Malory talked about her manipuiaiive voice. 'T'm a com artist,”
iehep(&tﬁﬁll) It scemed important for her 10 21! me and important for me 10 hear. This
admission, | believe, was a sign she did not want 10 hide this part of herself. She continued,

Ever since | was little | used 10 con my dad: coa everybody actually ... | wsed 0
waich my dad. He's good at conning people ... | used 10 be a real quiet kid; mever
used 10 talk much and hadn't very many friends except the guys ... | was just kind
ﬂ“ﬂﬁmﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ‘yﬂ mgnﬂnlhﬂ

mmammu:mﬂmmm . 1 also wee charm, |
mani ,”mk“&iﬂyﬂ*@ﬂ?ﬂm
for me 10 imagine a child leaming such a cwriculum especially whea | believe young children

D-h mﬂu“lﬂw“nm ﬁhﬁhpm ’lhh

April &b, Malory again remained silent except for cne short sesponss 0 & disect question.
However, she always spoke whea we were alons or whea Asnie joined us.



Malory's silences burned through me many times. This young woman who had 30 much %o
say was 30 quiet. | was most bothered when she said, “T have nothing t0 say about it” when our
conversation led us into choosing books to read (03.15.93.09). Did she use this silence 0 help her
sort through things? 1 was also curious if perhaps she used her silence to manipulse or control in
a nonobstrusive way. If this is what she had attempted, it worked on me, since I fiek troubled and 1
questioned her silence.

Malory leamed what she needed 10 leam t0 get by at the time. Her many voices allowed
her 10 remain in control. It scemed like she used the time she was ‘forced’ 10 remain silent 10 leam
what she could leam. In this quiet space what did Malory leam about her voice? What could
Malory, as a young child, have thought during the times she was ‘forced’ 10 stay sileat?

During many of our conversations, Malory expressed her desire 10 become a police officer.
career. "You got 0 go through high school, have a high school dipioma. Then you have 10 go ©
Grant MacEwan and take this police course. Then once you pass Grant MacEwan you have ©
take a written test, a mental test and a physical test” (04.08.93.01). On another occasion she said
she was interested in helping people through being a police officer. Whea ashed whether she
thought it was a glamorous career, she responded, “No, pretty violent” (04.08.93.07).

Her desired career is not one usually chosen by girls. However, she soes her futwre as one
told by many other girls her age. Malory said she wanted 10 be happy and rich. *1 wast 0 be
married, have a career and a baby in ten years” (05.63.93.05). Here, again, Nes another
contradiction, another struggic between the voices of her father (raising Malory like 2 omboy), and
her grandmother (wanting her 10 act more ladylike).

the manipulating, what could she believe about herself? Her e was 20t a I of ismocence and
swturing. Partly becawse of her family situation, she was forced 10 grow up quichly and be
responsiie in ways indicative of people perhaps e yoars her senior. Her ‘voics of nmocence’
escaped once in a while, which swrprised me. She was 20t an adult at fifeen yoars ol k was sill
important for her 10 know that she could be as a child.'



tions, however, gave me an idea about her confusica. To me, Malory
mguwmnmﬁmmmmmnmnmu Does she desire
both stories for her own purposes or are they stories she wants 1o live for others?

Malory saw herself as a tomboy. Her dad raised her that way. She expiained she had %o
Jeamn to0 'act like a lady.' Many of her stories 10id of that leaming. The people who t0ld her she
should be that way were her grandmother (04.19.93.11), some of her peers (04.19.93.11) and the
teachers in modeling school (05.31.93.01). Her struggle with being herself versus ‘scting like 8
lady’ or a ‘tomboy’ was obvious by the stories she wid. Did it mean that she had 10 give up a part
of herself 10 ‘act like a lady' or a ‘tomboy? Which part would she have 0 give wp? Her
imelligence? Her wit? Her ingenuity? Did it mean shie was not 'a lady’ if she would not give wp
that part of herself that may be typically more masculine”? In trying to act like a ‘tomboy’ did that
mean she had 10 give up her femininity?




C(BC8C8 Chapter 8 BIBOW
conversation group. She was bom in Vietnam and immigrated © Canada wher she was six or
seven years old. During the research she was sixteen, at least one year older than most other
with other sixtcen year olds. "1 feel stupid cause | was supposed 10 be in high school ... My
(04.19.03.07).

Marissa was exwremely interesied in joining the conversation growp. "1 think 'R be fin
and not just cause we'll get 10 skip L.A. but we get 10 say Wi we walt'® say” (03.01.93.09).
Even though she did not keep up with the reading we IS Pin. @ egiiiinued 10 thow her
her thoughts. In addition, she showed her faithfulncss s @8 =  pupslivdy revealing things
sbout herself and her feelings in writing. Her letiers wile ver: == -saive. Wien | asked her what
she wanted included in the thesis she responded, ¥ = - @ wilk-my friends. [ domt

Her dad, bom in China, owned & wacch repaic M) 488 8 S, born in Viemam, worked ¢ &
Marissa's swories sbout her pareats walt i familiar 0 my owma dwing my
resentful that they did not allow her 10 do many things on her own. When she t0ld me her storles, |
Marissa: Ok, my parests ase sirict. It's like I'm living in hell, well, not hell but 1
don't know, | don't like it there.
family, k really reninds me a lot sbowt my family .. When I mead or hear what
had time 10 do things with me or 10 do anything ...
Marisss: | don't know. | always have 10 get picked wp and everything. Its lim, |
don’t kuow. & seems Bke I'm their litie girl and they have ©© protect me ...
Vak ... t dlways somed Noe ey never tonted me lhe an adult. | was teand
ke | was justa kid. And I really mesnted it



Marissa: My mom always wants me 10 stay with her and it’s like once | went 10 the
like, "Stay here with me.” ... When we even go 10 my uncle's place I'm like,
*"Why can't | stay home?”" Cause it's 30 boring and my cousins are only 12
years old and down. It's like, what am | going 10 do there? They probably
think someone’s gonna break in and rape me.

(06.14.93.04)

Marissa presented a possible alternative 10 the overprotection she felt from her parents. "It
seems like if your parents let you out more, you seem %0 love them more and vice versa ... But my
mom thinks ... I'm gonna be spoiled and hanging with a bad crowd and probably come home
pregnant or something. That's what they think ... It seems like kids get along with their parents
better if they're given more freedom” (06.14.93.04). These stories were familiar 0 me becawse |
believe | t0ld similar ones.

Marissa did not have a relationship with either parent, where she fekt she could ak © them
about anything. However, she felt she could talk more 10 her mother than her fasher. T domt
communicate with my father very often. We just talk sometimes and | don't really feel comfortable
with him like | can't express myself. But it's better with my mom but still | can't say nothing”
(Marissa's Journal, 03.22.93). Often Marissa expressed how her parents wested her like a child.
She did not think she could defend herself opealy. "1 dom't talk back and all that. So | just heep my
mouth shut” (03.15.93.11).

As | heard Marissa's stories of relationships with her family, | was interested in how she
shut her parents out of her thoughts. These, 100, were stories familiar 0 me from my adolescence.
She did not want 10 hurt their feelings. She respected them for what they provided for her and what
they wanted for her future. In esseace, she carefully selectod what she told them, in order 1 gain
thoughts. Marissa felt bad when she burt or disappointed them. For example, whes she falled ©
pass her road test she said she felt bad since it cost her parents over $300 for her 10 take the course
(05.10.93.01).

hmmdﬂuellamﬂieﬂlm mﬁylﬂ.

They won't let me. 'You're 100 young. Wﬂ,ﬁm Yﬂ'ﬁ!ﬂhl_.
You're gonna go with him. You're gonna ruin your life.’ And my dad would probebly disspprove
of it, 'You're 00 young' and all hat” (06.14.93.04). Marisss remained sl concemning her
relationship with Dean. | believe the disapproval she ought she'd got was the reasca the didat
ull hem. This silencing resulted ia a story she t0ld ons day sbout what her mother said t© her.
"My mom's like, ‘Are you gay™ I'm like, "‘What?” ‘Cause you and Nikki ase 20 close. What if you
become @ay?’ I'm like, ‘Yeah, right " (06.17.93.10).



Marissa felt her mother was not able 10 open up 10 her that easily, especially whea it came
10 boyfriends or sex. "My mom, | don't know, she just 10ki me this story how this girl, she had sex
and her husband found out that she wasn't a virgin when they got masried 20 kike, every, I think he
dumped her. | don't know. [ think her point was not 0 have sex until you wese married”
(06.17.93.11).

stories she chose not ©0 tell them. These stories were not ones she thought ber parents would
choose for her. For example, her parents did not know about her relationship with Desn. She also
indicated she did not want her parents 10 see the thesis when i was finished (6.14.93.02).

They encouraged her 10 do things that would help her have a betier future. "TMom) ‘ust
wants me 90 get good marks and then | can do whatever | wamt™ (03.11.93.15), Lamer, she
expressed, "But my mom said | have 10 work at the shop, at my dad's [waich] shop” during the
summer (06.03.93.09). Regardless of bow Marissa fekt about working in her father’s shop, her
mother fekt it would be important. Her mother seemed 0 have certain expectations of what
Marissa would leamn by working in the shop.

Usually they speak in Chinese and | don't know how 10 and my mother wants me

0 go there ©0 leam Chinese 100. She thinks if | listen 0 them cveniually '}

understand.  So I just sit there. | doa't know why they would pay me. Il

probably go for kmch with my dad. | don't kmow why they would pay me ... I'S

Just sit there (06.03.93.10)
“Tm excited abowt my loease but I'm nervous sbout my road test. 1 beser do good. 1 doa’t want 0
disappoint both me and my parents” (Marissa'’s Journal, 04.08.93). Whea she did not pass her
concerning the outcome. "My parents 10id me that it was okay and that [ should get mase practice.
They were nice sbowt that" (Marissa's Journal, 05.13.93).

about people. "1 have 1 start Jooking for a job. I meed one badly cuz | feel guilty every time my
pareats give me money. And also if | gat & job | would be out of the howss mow and maybe
being there 90 hold my hand™ (Marisss's Journal, 03.25.93). Whea she experionced the finedom
she was very happy and proud.

In one of her first loters 0 me, Mariesa expressed mined foolings shout caring for her

Sometimes [ fos! loRk out becauss my fricnds have feedom and Giey o out 8 It



are lucky because they are the only child or they are the youngest but sometimes
I'm glad that [ have my sisters and brothers. They are good company at tmes.
(Marissa's Journal, 03.02.93)

Later she complined about the responsibility of taking care of younger siblings. "1 really hate it
when | have 10 babysit and not go out. lr:mnymmmmmhnnm
people out there living their lives” (Marissa's Journal, 03.22.93). She ofien fek overwh
mmuwnnmmgwmrmhnm mmgm.
always in my room warching TV. They play cards, they eat, everything. Con't get them owt of my
room ... | 1l them 10 get out of my room. They won't listen © me. And whenever I'm on the
phone they don't shut up” (03.18.93.04).
mmdum:edﬂhﬂymughmﬁﬁmhﬂy
and a Vietnamese radition. This, 100, reminded me of my own family Christmns
young. Mmhﬁbﬁ&ﬂwmuam nhm-ﬂmlhﬁﬁﬁ.

: | remember my uncle used 1 live in Saskatchewan and we wsed ©0 go
dawnﬂvﬂﬂwhﬂ“wﬂﬁﬂaﬂnﬂhe

wyMﬂmﬂhmﬂﬁgﬂﬂpﬂﬂi
that. And also Chinese New Year they give lisle red packages. Yesh, we

would all line wp.
Marissa: Yeah, Christmases are great.
Vak: Do you have a big meal?

Marissx: Yeah, cause there are 2 Jot of people in our family 20 the kids went 0 et
first and then the parents, because there are 00 many people.

Marissa: Ub, New Years. Like soup and | don't know, eggs, cause like in Vicmam
we wed 10 have eggs at New Years.

Val: Eggs for New Years?

mm@hm;ﬁmmiﬁﬁ You powr suger in 8

(06.14.93.05)
I could tell thet Marissa cared sbout her pareats and her family. She knsw ey cared
sbout her 100. Unformmately, she did not think she could talk 0 them sbout har feelings, 50 the
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Grade nine was an important and serious grade for all the young women in the growp.
Marissa complained her marks had dropped this year. “Last year if | got an 80 I'd be like ‘Only
807 but this year if | get 70 I'll be ywnping” (05.13.93.16). She also expressed that in some
classes, "1 could get my grades up if | had another teacher. Last year when we had Mr. Donmel 1
did good in it. 1don't like the way Mr. Harper teaches. 1 doa't do good in it™ (03.11.93.09).

1 4arissa often talked about how vital it was 10 better her grades this year 20 she could take
0 courses in her wenth year. 'T'm trying 10 get my grades up cause | want 10 take all the ea
courses in school,” and added urgency by saying. "1 need 10 or I'll kill mysel(.” She added a “wo0”
possibly 10 indicate she was not 10 be taken seriously (03.11.93.05). In a lenter, she expsessed the
same desire and added, "You see, I'm 16 and only in grade aine. That's bad 50 I'm kinds planning
© finish high school in 2 1/2 years. So [ really got 10 get my marks wp or I'll die” (Marissa’s
Journal, 03.11.93).

When asked what she hated most about school, Marissa responded, “Tests ... | can't. 1 get
000 lazy 0 study for them” (05.13.93.10). Later, in a one-on-one conversation, Marissa talked
about feeling anxious around exam time. She feared she would fail. She believed everyone should
get high marks because whea “you fail you feel 30 stpid™ (05.13.93.16). In another one-on-one
conversation, she fretied about a social test she would have later in the day. "T'm gonma fail my
social test. Dean had my book and | thought I had it and 1 thought I brought it home but I brought
home my science book, and I got all mixed up and 1 didat stdy. Now [ dont kmow what 2
revolution is” (05.13.93.20). She also expressed her anxiety a day afier & math test. *T keft ome
page blank cause it was 30 hard and 30 long. He gave us a two page double-sided. k was g0 long.
We didn't have much time 0 do it ... | hate, like, whea I'm having 30 much problem and Gen
someone says, ‘Wamn't that math test easy?” and I'm like whatever” (03.11.93.06). Math coused
particuler anxiety and she noted that science was "starting ©0 have math involved in &t 00 and &

confuses me” (03.11.93.08).
She thought it was unfair when her teachers did not tell her what 10 expect 08 an exam.

Yesterday 1 got my social test back and | got 10 owt of 34, It wase't fair becamse |
ot 3 whole page blank. 1 dida't know that we had ©0 €0 thet cns. He never said
nothing about it. And he w0id my boyfrieand's class that we have 0 know all e
regions and 1 or 2 states and 90 | studied that, but on the test he 10l us 10 nams all

the states 30 It's not fair. (Marises's Jowrnal, 03.15.93)

1 suggested she talk 10 the wacher in order ©0 indicats her dissatisfaction. She enplained
she did not want 1 talk 10 this teacher bocause "he [would) get med and offonded™ (Mariem's
Journal, 03.15.93). Later she complained, “He dosen’t even 0l us what's in it and when bs olls ws



what's in it [it's not on the exam) 30 it's not fair ... and we don't kmow what's important, you know.
Cause he just mumbles, he talks and talks. And 20 no one pays atiention” (04.05.93.02).

In weeks we spent together, Marissa ofien expressed a desire 0 raise her marks. Marisss
sought extra help in math from a friend, Augustine, because she was having difficulties getting the
10 raise her mark in a subsequent exam. In addition, her close atication in social emabled her 0

Marissa: Oh, 1 got 80% on my math test.

Val: Alright.

Vak Great. You must be really happy about that.

Marissa: Yeah. 1 got 70% and then 80%.

Val: 10%. That's awesome.

Marissa: Yeah, we had a social test. Ohb, 1 got 70% in my social 00. Cause weually I
fail.

(06.03.93.09-10)

math and social were her worst subjects. She was looking forward ©© taking business education i
#ﬂnﬂ | in the fall becamse ﬂm* 0 have her own business i&he.” hﬁg& 5

A school story Marissa will never forget is one when she was in grade one. This story of
frustration and misunderstanding concerning this grade one teacher led her quickly into describing

1 had 10 g0 10 the washroom. Ms. Fester made me go © the office ... She was inside,
right, she was supposed 10 be supervising owtside. hﬂﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂq
friend Nora, we just weat 10 the washroom and we weat out and we saw her and shs male
us g0 10 the office ... But she was inside and | had 10 go and then ke when | was in grade
after she stopped teaching. We were 10 write leners and [ doa't know what her addvess s
there was som: sort of commection that, unforaenately, | never ashed her 0 explain. A pomible
reason for her was 10 show there wese tsachers who cared sbout and swrtused her in & way which
was respectful. As well, she could have wanted 10 lnt me kmow she could deeply conment with &
In our last conversation, she wid a ecess’ mory of shume by other siudenis. "R was




threw me in there” (06.17.93.17). This school story scemed quite traumatic 10 her and she could
not forget this violation.

B2 Humanbarien CS®

Marissa scemed 10 be a great ally of those she valued and who she felt valued her. In the
the research. However, they wished 10 participate for the remainder of this cosversastion. When
behal, "Let them stay camse they wamt 0 stay” (03.01.93.13). She froquendy defended the
studious classmate who heiped her in math. There were times when one or two of the other young
100%. Marissa defeaded her by saying, “But she deserves it because she studies, 30 it's okay if she
rubs it in" (03.11.93.06).

Marissa oftea spoke about being seasitive 10 the feelings of those around her and alerted ws
the daugher [0 tell her dad that the clothes he wears are uglyl. The way she talkod was kind of
mean” (03.15.93.07). Anciher time she showed how much she wanted 1 protect the faslings of
others. Whea Nikki told the group that her mother wanted her 0 join Ghe army 30 she woulda't
have ©0 see her, Marissa responded, "Nikki, she was joking” (05.10.93.11). She was sssmpting ©
indicaed, *1 like %0 spend time with my friends. | don't know. | ke making people happy. | le
making dinner for my perents” (04.05.93.12). Later she expressnd, "It makes me foud seallly good
dost you work here? Camss ome of the teachers are setiriag?” (05.27.93.03). Har comment
indicated 0 me she cared about supporting me and thought | would be 2 competent teacher in her
school.

you can talk 1 (sbowt) any of your problems and you be shis 0 bs open. You dosit hawe 0 I



was her age, for over a year. He had qualities she liked. Everyone seemed 10 ke Demn, who
see any reason for him t0 be sad” (06.14.93.03). She seemed proud 10 be dating Dean.

as long as we'e together” (04.26.93.09). On their first anniversary of dating, Marissa made i
known 10 the group how surprised she was that the relationship lasted one year. In her jownal she
wrote, "1 never thought we'd last that long. He got me roses and a balloon. We wese supposed %0
g0 out but I wasn't able 10. People say, ‘Aren't you guys sick of each other” And we just sy, ‘o'
because that's the truth. 1 hope we'll last even longer” (Marissa's Journal, 04.15.93).

Marissa and Dean had many disagreements. In one of her flast letters 0 me she weote,

1 10id you before that 1 have a boyfriend. He's really nice and everything bwm |

always seem 10 get mad at him. | doat know why. Well, sometimes he says

stupid things but sometimes it's 80 big deal but 1 still jump on his head. | domt

want 0 always be mad at him. | don't know what 10 do. Do you have these kinds

of problems? (Marissa's Journal, 03.02.93)
without them getting into a fight,” or "It's not a relationship for them withowt gesting into 8 fight,”
even know what it is [abowt]” (04.26.93.03). Ofea she joked abowt arguing with Desn. For
getting mad | guess.” But later she explained the oaly thing that didns feel good in the selmionship
with Dean was the fighting.

It gets me mad. He gets me 30 frustrated sometimes when we fight  He slways
has 10 say sorry for me. Oh, whea | &y 0 loock at things both ways, s my
situstion and his. And sometimes | think I'm wrong 90 I'll say sorry. Causs you
sometimes and just sxys what comes ©0 your mind.  You just want ©© get © hat
person ... It's funny whea you get int0 a fight [you) just want 10 nall (hat) hat
person. Just get him good, and later you realise it was stupid 0 do Bt
(04.26.93.16)

their school they seemed very happy 0 be abie 1 spond many howrs together.

Marissa placed great value on friadships. & was exuemely imporunt for har © hve
people she wusted 0 talk ©0. “The oaly two peopls whe | can mally alk 10 ass Nki and Desn.



for sleep-overs. Nikki ofien stayed overnight at her place. Not until May, had Marissa ever stayed
at anyone else's piace for a sleep over. Both young women were excited that Marissa's pareats
agreed that Marissa could stay overnight at Nikki's.

Good friends are important 10 Marissa. When asked, "How about what makes you really
strong?” she responded, "If | have people 10 support me. | guess I'm not really swong © stand
ones. lﬂﬁy mﬂemm mnmﬁnmqmg
soemed 10 have vanished. There were fewer silences and more communication. Marissa wrote,
"What you said about the 24th of June? I think it would be fun. | don't mind if Malory and Amnie
comes anymore. We are talking but not much. Whenever Malory talks 1 me, I just answer her.
But at least I talk 10 her. So I'm not 50 bad after all” (Marissa's Journal, 05.19.93).
chose not 10 tell her family. She could be in the presence of people who cared about her and who
would listen 10 her sort through her stories.

Marissa had many responsiilities st home and school. kﬂnﬁii
90 she could become more independent. kmpﬂwﬁieﬂﬂm“d
her age 30 she could be less dependent on other people. In Agril, she began taking driving lessome.
10 like listen 10 him* (04.05.93.11).

Marissa also wanted ©0 get 2 job 20 she could be mose independent. She wanted © buy &
white jeep with the money she earned (04.08.93.05).

1 can't wat tli | gt my Nosmse. Hopefully then I'R be sble ©0 drive my pasents

car. | want a joop though. 1 have 1 start looking for a job. | need ons badly cuz |

foel guilty every time my parents give me money. And aleo i [ got 2 job | would

be out of the howse more and maybe experisnce the world and e how pecpls e,

The diffovent kinds of pecpls. Without my pasents being these ©0 hold my hand.
(Mariesa's Journal, 03.25.93)

She wanted 10 work in & gift shop or other setall stoss whils she was going 10 school. Eveatually,
the wrom, she would lks ©© be a doctor. "1 aleo seally want ©0 go ©© wniversity. [ want o bs 2




doctor but the question really is - could 17 Well I'm gonna &ry 0 get my marks wp” (Marissa's
Journal, 03.11.93). Later during our conversations, she claimed she wanted 0 owa her owa
business "cause | think it will be fun" (04.05.93.12). The desire t0 be a doctor was mever
Marissa feared two things: "If | can make money" and "if (1] can find a husband” (05.03.93.03). Ia
her near future, she was afraid there were “100 many people in high school” and feared it would be
scary in grade ten (05.03.93.03). But she indicated, "1 wish | was there like months in there
already. It would be good 10 meet some new people” (06.03.93,10).

Concerning dreams, she simply said, “Love” (05.03.93.05). Later she expressed that one
of her sisters is living out the story she would like 1 live.

1 want 10 move out and live with a friend as s00n as possible. Cause like my sister
has the perfect life. I think she's 20. She's going ©0 umiversity but like this
summer, she doesn’t go 10 school and it's like she's, she can bum around all day.
She has a car and a place 10 live with her roommate and she has a boyfriend.
She's got a good life. (06.14.93.04)

indicaed by getting the extra help in math, and was preparing herself for the story she would lke
0 live.

Marissa scemed the most interested of the young women in asking me questions and n
inviting me © extracurricular cvents. Some of her questions were sbowt me and the Fssach.
good because the topic was good and & 1ot of teenagers would want 10 know sbout it. S0 how was
Journal, 05.13.93).

Afer she read what [ had writien in her chapier for the Ghesis she exprossed appeaciation,
05.19.93). 1 appreciated her comment, "1 fosi comfortsble wiking and writing o you. | guess ifs
(Marissn's Journal, 03.22.93). She had other quoestions conceming my personal k. “Bo hew ame
*ﬁﬂﬂm Is &t hard 0 date & porson who hes kide? Like wouldn't Ge kids b
Joalows?” (Marisse's Journal, 04.08.93).




Marissa was interesied in maxchmaking. She encouraged many masches. For example,
Nikki claimed, "She's trying %0 get Mr. Andrews and my mom together” (04.22.93.07). During
another conversation reganding Augustine she admitied, “It's funnry, we're trying © fix her up with
guys” (04.29.93.05). 1 was not exempt. When | said 1 was not dating anyone, Marissa was
encouraged me 10 dae one of her teachers, She was relentiess in her efforts on a sumber of
guys make 3 cute couple” (04.22.93.07).
»pmwﬂhﬂﬁm ’immﬁegﬁmﬁn ﬂhhgﬂ

Journal, 04.25.93). lmﬂﬂhﬁngﬂeﬂuﬂmﬁpﬂhﬂnm
1 our graduation. It would be fun, I guess. But I would seally like 10 see you these” (Marisss's
Journal, 05.13.93). 1 was especially flattered when she wrowe, "We don't have much classes
phome #. Sorry I Jost it. But I still want 00 keep in touch. [ don't want 10 lose a friead! PS. Try
coming 0 our gradustion” (Marissa's Journal, 05.13.93).

hhhﬁnﬁnmmmﬂhmh&ﬂ“&
inadequacies whea she complained about her inability 10 do things she deemed imporant. | was
uncertain about how 10 respond (0 her seif-criticiam.

My life is boring as wewal. [ can't wait 10 move out and finally have 2 . My
mom is 5000 unreasonable. If I ask her ©0 go somewhere and she says mo, the
can't even tell me why the answer is 50. [ hate that. And she says | always want
90 go out. She thinks going owt | (ons) time & wesk is 00 much. I you had 2
daugheor would you allow her 10 §o out or 90 even heve a boyfriend at the ags of
16?7 They woat me lke 'm 2 kid. Sometimes | just wanns pack up and ke off.
But the problem is | don't know whess 10 go0. And | end up getiing mad ot mymlf
thinking how wieless | am. And | couldn’t even eamn my ows momey. Dt oy
older sister, the's 17. She makes her own money and dosen’t have ©© dopond &
my parents for monsy. I'm 50 wesless, | couldn’s ovem gat 2 job. Somry for my
Mnﬂﬂhﬂnmm!ﬂ.ﬂnﬂ)

*dqtﬂnm-ﬁ-n

Hi how ase you? I'm fine | geess. My B §s bering hough as womal bt
hopetully irE bs better in s summer. | can't boliowe | falled my rond 0st. P 90



embarrased and that woman was 50 hard on me. [ screwed wp on my peraliel
parking and she failed me right there. | didn't even get a chance 10 go on the road.
I feel bad my parents had 10 waste 0 much money on me. I'm scared 0 e i
again. 'm having trouble with my paralle]l parking. But my parents are afrald ©
do. Sorry for swearing. Well, I guess | have 10 go now, bye! (Marissa's Journal,
05.06.93).

When [ look back at this letter | see words of sadness and failure. Even though her wosds touched
me deeply, | am graseful for the space she used 10 express her sorrow. | know she will secceed at
what she chooses 10 do; she has proven that.

studio without her permission (06.03.93.10-11).

Marissa presents herself as a quiet, mature young woman. With a family who supports

her age and spend time with Dean. In gesting ©0 know Marissa, | could not stop myslf from
thinking how her life paralicled mine in many ways. | believe in geting 0 kmow mose about her, |
took the opportunity 10 kmow more about me when | was 2 young woman.



883 Part 3: Connections ®>O®

behaviors seemed 10 creste walls which haled any chance of intimacy and others seemed 10 help ws
whea [ fekt | aceded 0 maintain the conversations by asking questions which many times elicked
artificial responses or whea the participants chose 10 remain sileat.
In liseaing ©0 the girls' stories, stories of my own youth revarned. In Ghis way, |
In this last part, | reflect upon these connections and the research process.
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This research ensbled new relationships 10 develop through owr actions with, and owr
research. By knowing one another prior 10 the research, they were awase of each ane’s charactir. |
came 0 each relationship without knowing any of the young women. It was imporumt that | held
each relationship separate from the others and 10 think about the comversation growp as a

It was important that I do what 1 could 0 set things wp and allow e group and
conversations ©0 evolve. 1 wanted 10 homor all the participants 50 they would lear © trust me and
working aad continued or improved what was working. Thnwgh being semsitive o G young
women, | honored those with whom | was in relationship.

1 first began leaming about these young women just prior 10 mecting them. Their teacher
introduced me 10 their names and gave a very brief account of their comnry of origin (since mont of
tell me anything else about them. it wai important that | find out from their stories and Gelr veioes

Whea | am in a reiationship with someone, | atiend ©0 her or him as an individeal. W
by, 1 discover and collect the thoughts, foclings and stories of that person ©0 creats & porwal. I

Toehibhmﬂg;;j: gueattl would be wnsealistic, however. W ol
have a "very netaral sadeacy ©0 judgs. 10 evaluate, 10 approve or disepprove, the stement of Gs
other person, or the other group™ (Rogers, 1961, p. 333). One soluticn weuld be 0 st wih

{To) really understand another person in Gls way, if you ase willing o entir bis
for her] private world and see he way i appears ® him fer hur), wihowt any
stnmpt 10 mahs evalustive judgments, you rus e risk of being changed youmif.
You might see it his jor her] way, you might find yowrself influsnced i your
astitedes or your personality. This risk of being changed s ene of Be mem
frighuning prospects mont of us can face. (p. 333)




Even though I tried 10 be open when getting 10 know the young women, [ was aware | may
have held preconceptions. [ did not want my preconceptions 10 sabotage my relationships with any
the inner city. In preparing for the research, | wanted 10 put my energies whese they would be
needed the most, 50 my intention of working with underprivileged young women was central.
However, | did not want 10 have any expectations about the girks who would be involved in the
research. | needed and wanted 10 be opes 10 all possibilities

The other preconceptions were my thoughts, comsciows or subcomscious, sbowt e
mwﬂeﬁhﬂlcﬁbdkmm Imlnnm

It was also important for me 10 remember that the other members of the group would aleo
old female, who had once lived on & farm and who hes 2 grest interest in animels and education.
Did they have preconceptions about the natwre of 8 Cancasian female? Someone who is a pet-
owner? Someone who was & wacher? Someone who lived on the farm?

In spending time together, we learned things about each other. The relationships | had
with each of them were formed only by what | saw during the conversations as well as the times |
joined them in other activities. | did not get much of a chance 10 sse tham interact with their family

The re ’,”"’*;lhﬂﬂhmmﬁ.l“gﬂﬁm
dqm“nm lhmiﬂﬁu‘mlnmﬁ-
“dmmw-n‘yhﬁqﬁ lnﬂinu lﬁq
-h_iiyﬁ“ﬁi;f:i: 7'“3“_ iaﬁﬁm
me.

Them were many conflicts as we engaged in the ressarch. Thess young wemes wen ofen
agether © bam shout becoming men intimats with s ether participeats. | wes wemied that




would look like | was siding with one girl over the other. If that would happen | know | would lose
the relationship. 1 needed t0 remain faithful 10 every young woman.

There were many behaviors that suggesied 10 me there were conflics. Some incheded
ignoring the other person, side talking, note writing, talking 10 others about e conflict and using
sarcasm. sm *"’l&mmﬁnwunlﬁhk However, mmﬂl

without Aanie and Malory. The first time was whea we talked ot the public ieary en April 22.
what %0 say or how ©0 respond. | did not want 10 fall im0 siding with one ‘group’ or e other. |
was there 1 listen, perhaps 10 help them come 10 their own solutions. For the most past, however,
1 did not encourage conversation about the others.

Sheumvﬂunmm Amaie sad Malory remaingd together dusing our ane-
on-one stions. Annic was the first (0 say she wanted © stay during Malory's s with me.
lmgnwﬁnhhmmﬁ:ﬂymlmﬁ;iﬂﬁ-ﬁﬁ
at least that conversation. 1 promised myself that if 1 believed that cither of hem wesp remaining
silent becawse of the presence of the other, | would ask 10 see them privasely. From Ghis day el
owr last scheduled comversation on May 13, Amnie and Malory remained togother @ talk. |
remained clear, however, that each one would have their tum.  The other porsen needad 0 omain
quiet. They scemed happy with this aTangement they spoke of Geir conflics wih
the others.

Sometimes the young women came singly 10 the ons-0n-one convarsaitisns 0 ‘veat’ their
was cager 10 speak 10 her about the cause.  After the group conversation, 1 spohe with Nikki first.
Hore | lsarned about why Pasla was 50 upeet. The first thing Nikki told me was, “Panie's mad ot
me” (05.13.93.17). She then explained that Pauis was angry became Justia, & chsmate and
give it back and he forgot 10 w0day.” She wid me how Paula ignosed her in e hallnay and bow
she said 10 Panla, “What did 1 do? | dida't do [anything]” (05.13.90.17).

Afur my discussion with Nikki, Pauis came © k. She exnphined it the wos angry
with Nikki becamse "when | ask Nikki ©0 heip the dosemt do snyhing. S0 tes o0 nly'
(05.13.93.19). At the next conversation, [ soticed that Pauls and Nikki wess tiking again aad,




mﬂulwmnm !mmmﬂnmnmnﬂm
In the beginning of the research, there were conversations where | sensed conflict between
1 fek I needed 10 keep the conversation going by asking many questions. Also, there wese times
when the only authentic conversation was when two or three of the young women chose side-
taking instead of takking 0 the whole group. mmmumﬁ-ﬂ
0t expand much whea they contributed 10 the whole group comversation.
mﬂ_mmmls lnnﬁgmmh.ﬁ-ﬂ
the whole group co . 1felt I needed 0 do 50 ng. | feit resentful when Paula, Marissa
dﬂhlmm-ipﬁm'ﬁm:ilﬂﬁym“ 1 confbonted
the situation. When | brought the conflict out into the open, the girls chose 10 respond in a way |
thmmvwhlmmgymhlﬂmmhgm_
ﬂi

Paula: What do you mean by conflict? Argument?
v&wamfumm This side against this side.

mﬁﬂlmm)
| I's saible 10 have 2o coaflict at all in our lives aad we woulda't bs
iiii:gh. ngmmﬂnﬁmﬂﬁs
fine but by writiag aotes and whispering you're not bringing owt what you'se
thinking abowt 10 the growp. I'm curious sbout wity you're not bringing i out.

Nikki: Caunse we're used 10 writing notes.

Vak: If's fine ©0 write aotes but | guess whea [ think about the research, about what
silences you and what helps you talk about things that are important © yeu
then ir's almont like this is giving me 2 demonstsation of what's sllencing you.
The conflict is silencing you. Um, | doat know how we're going 0 solve hat
problem. | know thees are things we can do 1 work on conflict, ©© talk sheut
things ... 10 talk 90 the persoa you're in conflict with,

(Pauls and Nikki are side-talking.)

Vak Or, start & asw cloan shate and start over again. There ase a lot of wape.
Whes | s how owr world is with 50 meny wars aad fights. [ don't hink we
should ever have wars or fight.

Nikki: We're goans dis in 1997.

Pasix: Ch my God.

Malory: Shat up abeady.

Vat i we ame gonna dis In 1997 do we want 10 die fighting or do we want © s

mmiling.
Panix: | want to dis a visgin.



(Lamgter)
(04.15.93.06-07)

Now, the result, the laugiver from all members, was not what | had expecwed. | am wncertain as ©
why the girls responded the way they did. When [ think about how [ reacted 1 the sisation sad
how the young women reacted 10 my reaction, | questioned whether or a0t there was any conflict.
What | remember most about the piece of conversation leading up 1 the ‘confrontation’ was how |
felt inside. 1 fekt anger at the lack of respect they seemed 10 be showing each other. h was
important 10 me that | responded in a way that would help stop the silences and help the young
believe, mmmdnmmhwmn nuiglth roprise
manage the conflict by making it scem unimportast? Or, mﬂ-“nﬂgﬁ
wmhmﬁeﬂabﬂ? ig“ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ*ﬂh

WMaMMImﬂ&m This coaflict was ©©
last almost until the end of the school year. It concerned Marissa and Amnie. Thess two young
drified apart. Marissa and Annie rasely spoke. What initiated the conflict, acconding o Annle,
was something that Marissa said 10 another friend of Annie’s. Asnie was very angry with Marissa.

Notice |1 was kind of hinting at Marissa v we were talking about conflice? ...

Well, do you kmow what Mariesa did? .. lkﬂﬁﬁﬁhﬁﬁlﬁ

foursen.] They all thought | was fikeen and now [ don't know, | hate her. | hate

her 30 much ... But it goes decper than that. I's e she resemts me for hangleg

around with Malory casse me and her wied 0 be really cloms fisnds and

everyhing ... I've sever boen mad ot Marissa before In my e ... Lie that was a

secret and [ t0ld her | don't kmow how many times nsver ©0 i5ll anyons ... [ oven

lied 10 people in school that I'm fifteen but then she thinks she's 50 much older G

canse Malory ien't really in school. Then wually I'm slone and sometimes | miss

mlh“ﬂh‘?(ﬂliﬁlﬂ-m

conficts by faciag them, they sometimnes weed sarcasm 2 8 wey 10 offend or bl




Val: | never heard that before.
Nikki: (Pointing to Malory) Her mom looked at a mental bospital.

Malory: And your mom looked at a toilet.
(Uncomfortable silence)
(03.22.93.02)

Only a few minutes later, however, Malory seemed 10 make amends.
Nikki: When I get in a fight with my mom I'm alone. It's like totlly quiet.

Malory: I'm on your side.

Paula: Yeah, I'd come over.

(03.22.93.03)

mmnm«n mmdeMq

Bmwuyubdumotu Mﬂuﬁyﬂmmnhhm-yw
needs things like homework done or 1 aced 10 copy homework off you' and that's it” (04.26.93.17).
Malory's perception of the situation is different.
Like Nikki, Paula and Marissa don't talk cause 1 doa't know, [Annic and 1 are)
starting ©0 see older people. They act, it anmoys me, 90 immatwr* *~.: Mariesa.
She looks down on all of us cause we're younger but she acts immatwre. They get

mad at me cause | hang out with older people ... Nikki used 1 talk 0 me all the
time and now she doesa't takk 10 me. (04.08.93.03)

Whea [ hear these stories 1 think about how minmderstandings occur when we choose ©0
cut off sutheatic and intimate communication.

A shift, however, mmuypmmnmm 1 do not know what
happened. | want 1 believe that the conversation heiped the relationships grow. [ also belisve that
umdumwmnmﬂnﬁm The shared experionces
during the ¥rip scemed very special and the girls talked sbout these experieaces for weeks after ey
returned. It seemed 00 me, 100, that the camaraderie of Ghis tUme of yoar as graie nines was a tme
their childhood behind. Asnie was the first 10 indicate e change whea she weots in her lotwr of
happened.”

These changes in their relationships wese tallied about ia our 0Re-0R-0RS CORVEE
munduhnﬂﬁﬁuﬁlﬁihi_-i
relationships with others in he group. “Well, I weed 10 hate Malory but I do't hats her mauch [any]
mose. She talks 00 me and I'N just answer her back and Asnis, I's talking o her now. Lils we
wsed 0 be real closs untll she stared hanging asound with Malory, but aow 'm tallking © her




again" (05.27.93.01). Nikki also expressed the change when she said, "[Malory) talks ©0 s ...
We're talking” (05.27.93.07).

Other changes occurred according %0 a one-on-one conversation with Paula. "Nikki and
We know more things about each other ... And we leamned what we don't like and what we do Mke”
(05.27.93.10).

thhMﬂhﬁm mmgj_hyﬂqi
these situations created a cartedness’ that had the power ©0 decpen the relationships. For
example, mﬁuwﬂmmm“ﬂwﬁmﬂ*:hﬁn
nyordomthh;ﬁny lﬁh-ﬁmﬂﬁﬁaﬂ“m

uﬁunmugmvﬂahsubqyyﬁhu*m !ﬂ

init. The scasing was the kind that came from someone who wsed their energy 10 tickie and caress
at the same time. Thinking back now, all the members of the growp were ‘he tcased” and all
members were ‘the teasers.’ | remember the fun in this caring ssmospheve.

lmm‘raﬁ:hmm She was able 10 gt away with wasing everyens. She
made the most ‘mileage’ out of icasing Annie abowt Devon (05.10.93.02-09). Asnie’s reaction was
lwuuwﬂlhﬂmmh;dunﬁﬁmﬂh ubhhtﬁ
seemed 10 be working through her questions about a possible relationship with him. | bslisve this
light atmosphere helped her come 10 some conclusions sbout this relationship.

Amaile: (To Marissa) But you looked M a boy back then.

Nikki: I could bring a picture of her in grade one.
Marissa: No, that's okay Nikki.

Malory: | saw it. Marissa, you kind of Jook the same except for the hair.
Marissa: Shut up.

Malory: Ob, you had a bow! cut 100. (Speaking 10 Annie)



Malory: So was she.
(05.13.93.06)

An example of when Malory was teased began when we talked about privacy. Marissa
and Malory claimed that the only time they had any privacy was when they wese in the bathroom.
This prompeed Paula 10 tease Malory about keeping a rubber duck in her bathtub and singing e
‘Rubber Ducky’ song from Sesame Street (03.18.93.05). Malory denied having a rubber duck but
admitied t0 singing the song.

Nikki's hearty appetite was also the source of teasing. At almost every conversation, she
would bring food 10 eat.

Paula was teased about a picture Malory took of her. It appeared like Paula was going
into the boy's bathroom. Paula and Malory argued about who would eventually keep the picawre.
Paula wanted 10 destroy it but Malory wanted 10 keep it 10 show everyone (06.17.93.04).

The teasing made me feel closer with the girls and it scemed like they had moments of
intimacy because of the teasing. It created an atmosphere where we could be with one another
without feeling tension.

CE® Intimecy/Langhtor CS¥O

For me laughter creates a certain freedom. When [ laugh, nothing elee scoms 10 maner at
the time. The feeling [ get from laughter is one of releasing negative energy in a light and fun way.
There was & lot of lsughter, that was a0t a part of teasing, during our conversations. We all shased
in the initiation of the laughter and in enjoying it.

The first time in our conversations when there was hearty laughter was during the first
conversation. Marissa said she was pleased 10 belong 1 the ressarch group becauss, "We get ©
say what we want ©0 say.” Malory imterjected with, "Not everything ... wee aot allowed © say
whatever we want 0. We can't swear.” The laugiuer that exploded as [ weat 00 close the door as |
said, "Why a0t?" was extaordinarily gregarious (03.01.93.02). My imtention was © show them
we could talk about anything: 20 one ¢ise aceded 10 hear us.

There wese many other times during owr conversations when we laughed. For example,
after the camping trip in May, there ssomed 1 be mose loughing and lightnsss. The camping trip
was the source of many experiences and stories. Oue, montionsd caslier (p. 72), was the story of
Annie and Devon in the bushes. Another camping s00ry was sbout & tampon.

Pania: And you perverts gave the guys mpons.
Nikki: Yesh, they's playing with tampons in the cabia.
Panle: You've sick. You guys diagust me.

Niki: Devon comes ia with s ampon thing.

Poule: And | sew & out the window.

Anais: They wanted 2 demonstration, ckay!

112



Malory: Yesh, they saw it on our dresser cause Andrea brought it just in case
somebody got their, you know.

Annie: And if they wanted a demonstration.

Malory: They go. "How does that thing work?" So we showed them.

Paula: Yesh, we heard you.

Nmﬁmyeﬂ

mgﬁﬂIMHmm it int0 the woods somewhere,
Annie: Yeah, that would be exactly what a camper would like 0 see.

(th;h)
(05.1093.17)
The energy during this conversation was extraordiaary. It was as if we had 2

mcﬂEgﬁmhmm&Hﬁ;ﬁMh—jfﬁ;; nd
mmwnmmmmnﬁnﬂg“ ‘mm
hmm,ﬁmw ﬁymmmﬂmﬂﬁd
(05.10.93.02). The sories called forth by the pictures held many thoughts. ideas and feclings.
During this conversation, it was like friendships were born and seborn. Even though | did ame
participate in their stories of the pictures, 1 reveled in their love for life and their caring for each

Other activities also scemed 10 bring the growp together. They included & dinner, G
something out of the ordinary. The students connected in ways et were bveplacesble dusing e

ﬁ“ﬂhﬁﬁyﬂpbgwmhhm lﬁhjglﬂ
and Paula ot their homes, fairly close 10 the restaurant. Asnis and Malory agreed ©© Mot us Shase.
Unforsanaely, Marissa, at the last minuts, was wnable 0 most .  Even Ghough we wom aaly
ogsther for an howr, | hought this was 3 good opporsunity © talk and interact wihowt s age

13



recorder and without an agenda. Before the end of the research, | was imerested in genting together
again with the young women in the group. However, we were unable 10 coordinate our schedules.

Afer the camping trip, | was invited by Mr. Jones 10 join him and the grade nine students
at the Chinook Theater 10 participate in an audience participation theater event. Members of the
audience were chosen 10 be members of the cast. Of seven or eight cast members, five wese from
the CenterCity School. In addition, Mr. Jones was asked 10 participate. The shared laugher
created an energy of love and caring where there may have been none or very litle. | believe this
family and friends around 10 help them celebrate the successful completion of their first nine yoars
of school. It was a rite of passage 10 high school. In the morning, the students went ©0 Mass with
friends and family. This was a formal occasion 30 the young women were dressed in gowns and
the young men in suits. Even though they tried 10 remain calm and cool, there was excloment in
these young people. | was very honored 10 be asked 10 shave this special time.

Afer Mass, there was a beautiful meal in a hotel close ©0 CenterCity School. Hese, e
graduates celebrated with their peers and their pareats or guardisns. Unfortunsely, some of em
did not have family with them. Because the celebration was set from Friday moming t© early
where families could meet their children's friends and teachers as well as other families.

A dance at the school followed the meal. The grade seven and eight stadents wese invind
©0 join in this pant of the celebration. Almost all the grade mines, as well as some of the other
great group 10 sead out into the world!” I reflected.
evident in the comversations. Everyome scemed 0 lisen imendy and fully perticipate in e

hteh-pmufihég- 1 concestrate ca loyalty, trust and falihfeingss i
iationshipe lﬁﬂﬁﬁmlﬁnhmdnﬁh—ﬂ-
ad fieedom. Noddings (1906) explained,
from an alisrnative perspective - that of an ethic of caring - fidelity is not ssen &8
falthfuiness 10 duty or principle but as & divect mapones 1 individuals with vhem

ons is in relation. Nawral caring - e sort of mapens mads whan we want @
care for anoter - eswblishes e ideal for sthical caring. aad ethical caring

114



imitates this ideal in its efforts 10 institute, maintais

. H7).
Noddings (1984) points out, there are many ways 10 ‘care’ for someone, which all depends on e
‘cared-for' and the ‘one caring.' "When my caring is directed 10 living things, | must consider their
natures, ways of life, needs and desires. And, although I can never accomplish it entively, | &ty 0
apprehend the reality of the other” (p. 14).

In the relationships with these young women | responded 0 both roles, as being the one
‘cared-for' and the ‘one caring.' Even though | went int0 the research ©0 be the ‘one caring.’ 1 felt
special when I was the one ‘cared-for.' 1 fek valued and appreciated in these relationships.

or resstablish natural caring.

caring in the following ways: | lswenod imently; 1 ashed for input; | was supporive and
curricular activities.
about the research. [t was important thet we chose together how (he research evolved. It was
initlal planning stage, | believe 1 Jost an opporvamity ©0 show them | wrusted them. However, |
sought their input throughout the rest of the project.

I encouraged them 0 speak sbout what was important ©0 them. Dwring some of the

At times | negotisted with them. As example was when | ashod them 10 chooss books ©
read. It was difficalt 10 select from those they recommended since they all recommendsd iy owa
and the books they selected were a0t as accessible as others. Becauss it was difficult 0 chooss
access 10. 1 t00k the list 10 the girts, discussed it and asked, "Do you think you would be ekay ¥ |
her postry-writing, Pauls in her spores, Nikki in her swimming, Marises in her improving her
marks in math and Malory in her employment.

Oue thing | enjoy 2 lot is bringing treats for pecpls for wham [ care. The first thing |
shared were muffing [ baked. Later, hanks ©0 my own mother, | shased choosles Baster g




brought gingerbread cookies.

Taking photos has always been very special 10 me. [ believe this helpod create rapport in
classrooms whese | taught. This was another way | demonstrated my caring during the rescerch.
Of course, | am not certain what these young women thought about posing in froat of my camera.
Their associations may not have been similar 10 mine. 1 hoped, however, that they undersiood my
inentions. It was important that I took individual pictures on the first conversation (March 01)
and a group picture at the end of the conversations (May 13). Whea | weat 10 visit them at camp, |
90 do that 90 show [ cared and, in turn, %0 help the relationships grow. It fek wausual 10 share
connected with in my stories. Oue of the first stories | told was of being silenced in 3 wniversity
class (03.15.93.12). Ancther swory was sbout a reistionship | was having wik 2 maa
(03.22.93.02).

“MM&mﬂ(ﬂﬂﬁL ﬁhﬁhﬂnnymm
e Texas Line Dance, a dance | enjoyed when [ was out with my owa friends, | wanted ©0 share 8
bit of fun with them.

It is easy for me 10 show I care but [ find it difficult %0 say | care. | made mymif very
vuinerable whea [ 10id Marises, 1 really miss coming 10 talk with you guys. | miss thet and | don't
know if there's still a chance %0 do that” (05.27.93.01).
was uncomfortable, | wanted ©0 actively listen 10 the porson talking. [ asked questions if | did not
waderstand or | said things that put me into relationship with each persoa. | wanted them © know
it was okay 0 talk sbout anything and also | wanted them 10 seasch for their own snswers Grough
taking. One such conversstion was whea Nikki, Panla and Marissa wesm trying © sort out thelr
but [ wanted 0 be falthl 10 the conversation. | Ghink | compromised & Nutle, however. | did ant
want 90 dwell 0n the conversstion or advecats gomipiag 50 | lsensd ©0 the woubles ey wem
having. 1did not encousngs the talk hough. Kt Skt 100 uncomfortable.
wanemitted dissesss. TO start, it was uncomfortsbls for me © ask questions sbout this subject. |
mads 8 breackrough when Malory's mepons ©0 prowsciion fom STDs sounded M athook
snswers. & sounded ke her anower was hoarsed. & seomed o me Malory did aot beliove what
she had repoated.




Val: How about protection from STDs?
Malory: Condoms, abstinence.
Vak Ynnﬂlhnﬂﬁum What do you personally think?

Vﬂ.ﬁmmmmﬂ

Malory: Yeah. That way if you don't have sex there's no getting STDs.

Vak: Do you believe in that though?

Malory: No, I don't kmow if 1 do. I don't kmow, probably ®he best would be
condoms, if you're gonna decide % do it, use condoms.

(04.26.93.11)

In looking at the transcript now, 1 wonder if 1 ‘forced” Malory into saying something the
did not want 10 say. I believe, though, that I respoaded appropristely by liseaing 10 the feeling |
had at the time.

more intimate and more valued in the relationships. [ fek valued in the relationships when | was
asked questions, when [ was invised 10 special occasions, whea | was complimented and when |
ﬁﬁlﬁimﬂiﬁﬂ:wﬁdh (hhnwi-lﬂﬁy

However, there were times whea | was asked 2 samber of questions in a ssqueace. The following
Vak: I'd like t© be taching I think.
Annie: Why do you want 10 be a teacher?
Val: | am a real teacher.
Amnie: | mean 2 teacher in front of a class.
Malory: You'll get gray hair real soon and a nervous breakdown.
Annie: | doa't know how anyone would want 10 be a teacher wniess they really e
kids.
!ﬂﬁmﬂymnh:ﬂlm-yﬁ“ﬁm‘r
Vak: | couldn’t gat & job when | moved o Bémonton.
Marisss: You coulda’t gt a job hess?
Vak: | was in Bomnyvilie. | quit my job cause | dida’t want 0 lve there.
Asale: Did you always waat ©© be a sacher?
Vthﬁlnmﬂ!ﬂ:“ﬂ K became boring after anhils

mﬂ)

m



These questions indicated that the girls really wanted 1 know something more about me.

It made me feel special.
Another form of questioning was what I call ‘questions of invitation.” Whea I was invised,

it helped me feel welcomed and valued. Some examples: "Are you coming %0 our grad?” (Marissa,
05.27.93.03); "Are you coming camping with us?" (Pauls, 04.26.93.01); "You're gonma come ©
ow grad, area't you?" (Paula, 06.03.93.07).

There were times whea | was complimented directly and indirectly. Indisect complisnents
embedded in other sistements and in certain questions were other forms. For example, Paula
complimented me whea she said, "I's 100 bad you're not coming next year” (06.03.93.07). Marissa
complimentod me whea she asked, "Why doa't you work here? Cause one of the teachers are
retiring” (05.27.93.03). 1 also fekt complimented when Marissa asked, "Can | wse you as &

reference?” (05.27.93.02).
There were times when these young women asked my advice and also gave advice. | felt

closer 10 them because this advice-seeking indicated ©0 me that they valued my opinions and, by
giving advice, they fek suse they could help me solve my problems.

Once whea | 0id them of a disempowering wmiversity experience e girls gave me
suggestions sbout handiing the situation. [n my attempt 10 sort out my feclings and %0 ovescome
e burt, I 10id them of this experience. What followed wese possible solutions 10 my problom and
aleo stories that were demonstrative of similar situations.

Vak ... Now whea | see her | presend she's not even there ... How is that showing
I'm compessionate? | dow't even know how 10 greet her. | tried 10 talk 0 hor
but she wasa't evea goiag (0 listen 1o me.

Malory: I'¢ give her disty looks.

Vak: Maybe I'm geting her back by prewsnding she's aot even there ... It does
make me foel good with the kind of person [ am ...

Pauis: | don't think that persoa really cases.

Vak: But | can't change that she doesw't case.

Nikki: Go 1o the principal aad yell.

Val: 1 6id that.

Nikki: Talk ©0 the tsacher.

Val: 1 éid once.

Ansle: Well, If if's gonna be that way you should just &y and forget about .

Panie: Some tesachers.

Val: Sometimes | think $hat's her problem ...

Malory: k minds me of the woman &t Seve-On foods. She’s seally rude o ay
siswer ... My sister goes 10 custiomer service and yolls at the manager. R was
better hen the lady causs here was 2 lins up with pecple and | would have
boon embarrassed. She was 50 upest she swose all e way home.

Vak: | have a problom whes ... somebody acts M hat ...

Pauis: Some pecpls they do that and they gat mad at something clie and then e

& out on people.



(04.15.93.09).
considered other points of view. [ felt cared for when we used conversation time ©0 think abowt
solutions for my problem.

Another time | felt cared for was in a conversation about pregnancy. Marissa ashed, "Oh,
Val if you have a boyfriend right and you're pregnant do you think it's fair for the boyfriead ©
know?" (04.26.93.03). Later in the same conversation, | asked the girls, "I you wese pregnent
Val, if you were pregnant right now?" (04.26.93.13).

During our first recorded conversation, | fek imerrogated about 2 man [ was sssing. The
this relationship and I thought I could only benefit by talking %0 them abowt it. | wanted % be
honest and open with them. In doing 20, I believe [ opened a path for them 0 reciprocase. After a
do” (03.01.93.07).

everyone does, but 1 noticed that the girls in the growp were good at teasing and good at seceiving
tcasing. When | was teased, 1 fek cared for, in the sense that they wese wsing eangy and tne
concentrating on me. For example, | was teased ofien about two of the male teachers &t ConterChy
School. The girls’ desire 0 set me wp with someone they knew was imtense ot dmss.  Marisss,
especially, was constantly wrying © be my maschmaker.
going %0 do with my hair. 1fek wased when Paula responded, "Chop it all off. Best thing you can
do is shave it." Afer | replied, "Shave it. Thanks. 'l get it cut ke my dad,” Malory adied, “Be
grateful your dad still has hair” (04.19.93.01).

These times made me foel cared for. lmbﬁ“hﬁhim |
did not intend 10 be the ‘one cared for.' The relationships wese not one-sided. | initially wanted
ollyhnummﬁ-ji_w-ﬁam 1 now realise it would not have bosa aa
suthentic relsionship if | had a0t shased some of my Iife with these young women.

At ol times | wanted % sty loyal 10 the imteations and purposss of the study. Thosughout
the research, what was at the forefront of all simations was the falthfulness 10 e young wemen. h



guests were not authentic questions. Everyone already had the answers. | interrupted this

Marissa: Talk about your trip to Chile.

Lorelei: Um, it was nice. It was different from here and [ met a lot of friends and |
got 10 know my family and
Angworw

Marissa: Can you stay there long?

Augustine: Kay, we went 10 Europe one, two years ago ... and we 00k the bus ©
Calgary.

Paula: Why'd you go t0 the Calgary airport?

mmmmﬂmmmm . (talk about waveling
around Europe) sad thea went 10 Transyl

Pauls: Isn't that where you were bora?

Augustine: Yes it is ...
Val: Can | say something? Because eartier when | sald something abowt peer

pressure | think that it's & really important topic ©0 talk sbowt and | don't wamt
©0 presswre amyone into mying anything thet theyve uncomfortsble with but
I'm still really inerested in some of your sories 20 if you could think of a
time, it could be Jong ago, it could be five years ago or i could be yesterday.
Think of a time where you were pressured into saying something or not saying
something that hurt you, that was not 10 your besefit.
(04.29.93.07)
others indirecdly involved with the research or with the young women was also important.
Because Mr. Jones played such a2 large part of ensbiing the resmarch, 1 ok loyal ©© his
wishes regarding the girls. From the beginning, he made it cloar that e young women wese
requised ©0 compiete all homework assignments and, if they could not heep wp with the work, ey
could 80 Jonger belong 10 the growp. Ia discussing this with the girls, | indicated it was important
© honor Mr. Jomes' wishes, since e was instrumental in ws being wogether (05.27.93.08).
Occasionally, Me. Jones ashed me 0 remind ons or mem of & girh © complets Gioir wesk and
threatoned that he would aot let them come if they did not complete the assigaments.
To dsmonstrate fidelity 10 his wishes, | talked 0 Ghe ghtls shout 2 particuler assigament, or
1 welcomed M. Jones 00 the conversation room 1 expeess his withes (04.29.93.01-02). From G
beginning of the ressarch, | 10ld e girh ©0 ke time sway fiom the conversation © ¢o Gekr
homswork, if ey nceded tims. I ok it was important for hem 00 choose Iif hey wanted 0 woik in
their claswoom or in our conversation room. An exampls was whan [ said, “Did you guys seed




time 10 do your report? Do you want 10 do that here?" (04.26.93.08). 1 fek 1 was balng faltkfsl ©
them regarding their schooling by allowing them additional time if they needed .

1 fek an obligation 10 the young women's parents as well. | wanted 10 show faithiulness ©
them. One way | did that was contacting them by telephone at the beginning of the conversations.
conflict or argument with their parents. | was there t0 help them deal with the conflict. | kmew this
was best for the girls' relationships with their parents, with each other and with me.

Prior 10 the first recorded conversation, | tw0id all inerested grade nine girls in the class
that, with Mr. Jones' permission, we could get together every two weeks 10 talk. | wanted ©0 be
faichfal 10 the other girls in the class. Evea though | did not follow through twice each month, |
was successful in convincing the girls in the group and My. Jones 10 have all the girk who wese
we choose a topic as a whole group (04.29.93.01). This showed me she wanted 10 give the others
h_:mhgwgﬂimmm She, [ believe, was staying faithful ©0
everyone in the convers

A:hahemmﬁlﬂlnhﬁbyﬁ.ﬂhﬁﬁﬂb_min
situation overruled another. [ had 10 make a choice. Some were casier, and others ware mow
difficult, especially whea [ chose someone or something over one or mose of the young women in
the group. This did not happen ofien but, whea it did, I needed 10 g0 with what | hought was best
for everyone. An example of being faithful 10 the wishes of 2 young woman and 10 the wishes of
her parents is indicated in the story of Augustine.

A Uright, emcrgetic and very ouigoing young woman ia the girls' grade aine class was
extremely interested in belonging ©© the research. Unfornmately, Augustine’s family decided that b
would be more valuable for her 10 be in the classroom. Friends with almost everyone In e
classroom, she frequentdy greeted me and sshed whea she could come for & visit 0 the conversstion
M. Jones thought it would be okay for Augusting 10 join ws. [ was enciied ©© howve s youg
woman jois us. In & way, 1 felt | was honoring her spirit by making a concerted effore of naiking
with her as ofen as | could justify withowt dishonoring her pasents’ wishes. | sppruciand G
opportunity 10 get 10 know her and it ssemed ke she appreciand i wo.

There weme times, as well, when | sruggiod wih G intentions of e mesarch over e
wishes of Mr. Jonss. | ceriainly wnderstood his perspeciive shout the young women camplting
ﬂ-ﬂ.hm“nh’;’"”1ﬂ_dh|ﬂﬁﬂhhn




During one conversation, Malory was very bungry. She asked if we could all go 10 the stose 50 dhe
could buy something 10 eat. At first, | did sot know how 0 respond. [ did not want 10 be seem as
an authority figure. Because she asked me, | fek she looked 10 me as an suthority. [ did not want
10 indicate by a ‘yes’ or ‘80’ because that may have implied | was acting as one. Hese, I okt mined
loyaities, 10 the relationships with the girls and 1 respecting Mr. Jones' wishes that we sty in the
school. While [ did mot specify whether or not the girk ‘could’ go, | managed 0 put e
responsibility omo the girls for going through the appropriste channels (0 get permission.

The relationships in this research project have been very special. | learmod 2 lot abowt
these young women and about mysel. mm;s:wgmnhyq

mwwﬁim-lh@. hmmgﬁj"” 3
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C8CECS Chapter 10 BOWO®
S Heoaring the Veices CS%

Vak So in the research ... what do you want us ©0 %l people sbowt these topics?
What do you want teachers or pareats or the geaeral public 0 know?

Paula: That they have 0 listen 10 teenagers. Cause some of them, | don't know,
they need 10 be listened 10, cause | know 1 have a friend, my best friend fiom a
different school. She's in high school. She has another friend who wanss ©
everything, but nobody will listea %0 Melissa 50 if's 20 use even wying o talkk

10 people cause nobody will lisiea ©0 her except for us. We'S heop Nowning
(04.26.93.18).

One of the rescarch purposes was 10 bear the voices of a small growp of young women. |
wanted 10 create space ©0 say what was important. There wese tmes when it was easy 19 ait back
and listen 10 their seif-initised conversations, their stories and their talk about feslings. Al other
times the silence and tension wese unendurable. 1 did not know whet 0 say © end e sllencs.
There wese times when | fek silenced because 1 did aot know what 10 say. | fekt compalied 0 heep
the conversation going with what | could say, whea the silence was 100 difficult 10 beer. When i
was a difficelt task, | questioned myself sbowt how best © elicit conversstion. Whea Ge
1 was concerned with the silence and the speaking and what coatributed 10 making i that way.

In this chapeer, | focus on the silence and the speaking. It was important that | Netened

wheve the girls’ sileace was caused by ‘ot knowing.' | related the girls’ ‘mowing’ and ‘ust lmowing’
©0 their voices or lack Gheroof. The phrase, "1 don't know” was heand chm duing ow
conversations and | noticed during the wanscriptions and analysis that it could memn & wumber of
things. [ 1cll about how the 'not knowing’ selates 10 the silsacing.

It was very important 10 me, 28 & woman ressarcher, 90 Nsten 10 thess young weme sposk,
0 help them articulate what they knew and ©0 help hom question Ghemesives and ofhers shout what
they did not know. Sometimes, we Wihed specifically sbout knowing and ast knswing. Thes
were many times, however, that thess young women choss ©0 saswer, "1 dost know” duing ow
conversations. These "1 doa't knows” intrigued ms. [ belisved they wese used for many masens,
caly one being a choice 10 somain silent.

In e beginning of the ressasch, some conversations implisd hs young wems had 2 foar
of wriing tosts and & need 10 know the ‘corvect’ answers. | was drawn 0o thelr protestntions hat
tsachers wese not olling Ghem what ey aseded © know for wets. & made ms sad © ik et



what was really important for these girls was 10 know what others, in this case teachers, wanted
them 10 know; they were only interested in knowing what others wanted them 1 know because of

the grades.
Their anxiety came out in their conversations.

Helen: How are you supposed (0 study for a test whea he doesa’t even show us

what 10 swdy?
Anaie: Yeah hhaf's right.
(03.11.93.09).

Marissa: He doesa't even tell us what's in it and when he tells us what's in it

Paula: It's not goana be on i
Nikki: And then he puts these different things in & ...
(04.05.93.02)

Whea | reflect upon the poweriesaness they feit, | see their dilemma. On the one hand,
thinking they are not in control may eventually lead hem 0 ssarch inside themssives for e
amswers by wusting themseives. However, wiea evaluation comes flom e toacher in the
waditional sease, they are forced 10 question the tsacher for hev'his answers if they are interested in
ahigh grade. Afier many years of seeing their teachers as having e answers, they may got caught
im0 looking outside themseives for their answers rather than locking inwasd.

In the next passage they locked %0 me for suggestions as ©0 what ©0 talk about. Becamee
this was one of the first conversations, they may have wanted 10 "do it right” 30 they looked 0 me
as the authority. They wanted 10 do what was expected of hem.

Vak: Any ideas on how [ can s10p being a teacher hese and get you 90 decide o
what you want 10 talk about and what you want 10 read?

Asaie: | don't think you're being a teacher.

Nikki: Ms either.

Vak No?

Annie: We noed you 90 2l us what 1 do a lisle becamse we have 20 ides what
we're supposed 10 be doing heve.

(03.18.93.01-02)

in e same way, Pania looked for suggestions from others, “"What are we suppossd © ak
abowt?" (03.18.93.07) rather than saying what she was intesssted i talking about.

Coatrary ©© wanting answers from other pecple, these wase other times when Giey okt Gey
wers a0t being Nstened 0 (except in Pamin’s case). This, ot times, consed Gem 0 el

apprehonsion, anger and frustration.

Vak 1 dom’s know what | want 10 say. Dut | want you 0 Gink shout what you
want ©0 6l poople. What €0 you want © sy © educaters, especially
oducaters, ©© tsachers, 1 peopls concernsd sheut s growh and dovelopment
of other pecpls. What d0 you want 1 say? ... What | want Som e Gesls Is
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for you 10 il people what is really important for you 1 say ... BDecas
sometimes, and | remember what it was like, adults never listened 10 me whea

I was young.

Malory: Do you think anything has changed?

Paula: They listen 10 me.

Vak ... for the most part | don't think adults listen 10 kids. Maybe it's that some
people don't listen 10 other people, I don't know if it's just age or

Annie: | think they think we're stupid cause we're younger.

Malory: And we don't know nothing.

Annie: Cause my mom says like I've listened many more years than you have and |
know that much more than you.

Marissa: They think they know what's best for us.

Malory: Especially our education. You're gonna be this when you grow up; yos'e
gonna be that when you grow wp. If's owr lives, owr decision.
80 it's not like we're isolated from knowiedge or anything.

Val: And that's what 1 want 10 include in the research, and how do we get people
0 listen 10 us? How do we get them 10 listen 10 us?

Malory: We can't, we can't make them listen 10 us.

Vak: No, we can't make them but

Paula: Try t0.

(04.19.93.04 -08)

Getting adults 10 listen 10 and 0 trust he knowledge of these young women would
certainly be empowering. However, 80 one can be ‘made’ 10 listen. Rather than wsing their sasrgy
and creativity 10 solve real problems in their lives, these girls ssemed 10 focus on the frusteation of
a0t being heard. Malory's statement about ot being able 10 ‘make them Listen 0 us’ ominded me
of the hopeicssness | feel when 1 cannot see any way through a problem. | was pleased, howewer,
whena Paula expresssd 2 willingness 1o look for an answer 10 getting adults 10 listen. She helped ws
refocus on looking for possidilities rather than focusing oaly on the probiems. | belisve thess young
women were 80t accustomed 10 ssarching themseives for their answers. Perhaps hat is 2 masce
they were stuck on the problem.

Whea we had 3 mini-conversation (one or two girls ot the same time) in the lvwry, | was
serprised whes two of the girls expressed concern sbout knowing 100 much. They propossd that
inserjoced, "it's a0t good 90 know 000 much (sbout e enviscament) cauee hen you gat werriad
showt it.” Later in the conversation, Nikki agreed with Marisss, "Forget sbout &t and be hagpy”
(04.22.93.06). 1 questionsd her statoment © the quosiion, "30 you des’t think he mam | lmow e
heppier | am?” " She quickly explained, "BDut if you know 3 lot and evarything all you weuld Gisk
shout is eavironment and just be woeried about everything and dont do this, domt do s ... and
ey Gink sbout it, s whet © do. what © 60" (04.22.93.07). | am curiows shout thelr aniety
shout knowing 00 much. Perhaps it is safor 0 aot know.




conversation there would be many "1 don't knows." It roubled me when these girls would repest
this is what | say when [ don't want 10 reveal what | have on my mind. [ choose 0 stay sileat in
don't want 10 be perceived as ignorant when | say what | really think. Asother situation is whea |
want 10 hear what other people have 10 say first, t0 see if my thoughts are similer. A thind situation

Thinking about my own "1 don't knows" eacouraged me 10 question the intontions of these
young womea. In the following passages, | atempied 10 infer what T don't know” meant. | believe
the meaning depeaded upon the topic and the eavironment. In the April 26 conversation, we talked
about when is the right time for young women (0 have sexual relations. Both Nikki's and Malory's
*1 don't kmows" led me 10 believe the topic of conversation was uncomfortable.

Vak: So for you sex means love 1007 You have ©0 love the person or really care

about the person? ... Nikki, how about you?
Nikki: [ don't know, whea you're ready and all that ...Whea you feel like, | dont

Val: Whea would you know a guy well encugh ©0 have sex with him?
Vak Whea you know you love him. Okay, 50 that might be like tomorrow or

1 inferved that these young women wese uncomfortable
oex. Ofm&ynyhnﬂoﬁnm-hﬁm lqﬁilﬂiﬁ
what she lilnd in men and she responded, "1 doa't like when they boss you asound and all hey think
abowt is sex and all that and | domt know. Justin takes me out and everyhing. 1 doat know, Ie
weats me nice and all thet. 1 doa't know” (04.26.93.19). In the last passage, as | recall some of
Nikki's other stories abowt boyfriends, | could imterpeet her *1 dont imows” as remalning sllent
alking 1 Justia on the wisphons.

On e phone, you know, I's lks | don't talk cause, | dont know, I'm wlking and
I'm on but | don't know what 00 say. I¥s like when I'm tiking 0 my friend its e
I'm always naiking and, [with Justin] | den't know, | have nothing 9 0y .. And be
Mﬁn-dlﬂ.hhﬁmnﬁﬁiiﬁ-qﬂ
1 gt frusmated and everything. Hie goes, "Siow coms you'se 50 quint?™ aad | go, 1
doa’t know." He goss, “How coms you ssver ak? *1 dox't know” and m I'n
quist. | dont know what ©0 sy ... | [sey In my mind] "1 don’t know, | dost haow.



What should I say?” and all that and it's, | don't know, like something lile | doat

inow and 1 feel stwpid if I say something ... I go. "1 dos't know what 0 mk

m, He goes, ' mnmrﬂmumm . 8 least you''e
there.” (05.13.93.18)

The uncertainty and anxiety that Nikki expressed caused me 10 feel deeply for this gentle and kind
young woman. It was difficult for me 10 hold myself back from saying, "Well, what about him?
He is also responsible for the conversation and the relationship.” | wished she hadn't fek 30 guilty
Mmm-ﬁnny The pressure she must have had ©0 maintain this very imporeans
elationship must have been enormous. 1 believe her “1 doa't kmows” showed she felt ignoramt,
mﬂmmnhmunxynmaﬂnﬁﬂm
In the following quote, 1 believe Nikki's "1 doa't knows" meant she did not think a let about
and what we talk sbout ... Like how all of us talk and everything and what we think and Bhe and
The "1 don't knows” in the following transcript of Paula's conversation scemed © be differemt
mid, "1 doa't know" when she was leading up 10 something she believed 10 be wrue, almont 2 lsad-in
10 her beliefs.

P, I dont know, leam more things, you know, ke reading books and you
making us talk out 10 cach other and our lintle one-on-ome sessions ... feelings ... |
don’t know ... (I learned] that everybody's got their owa opinions 1 everything. |
guess, 1 dont know. [ guess whea you ask questions ey all had i
suggestion and we all have different opinions. (05.27.93.10-11)

I got the focling that Paula did not want 10 appear 100 soif-asowsed. This may be Pauie's
way of protecting herself and others with whom she is in relationship, by being mewe epen 0 any
type of criticiem or comment that may therefore occwr.

In going trough the wranscripts, [ aoticed thet [ used “1 don't know” 0. In Ghe fellowing
passage. | believe the reason | ueed "1 don't know™ was 10 elick conversation. | wanted ® hove
spaces open for these young women (0 explore for themesives rather than losking ®» =, 23 8
doa't know. About something that came up in the book?" (03.18.93.05).

The subject of this thesis is lisening ©© young women. & wes important for = ® b
ssnsltive 00 why they did not speak. Occasionally, 1 had the oppertunity o chesk e allaness et

1



purposefully about silencing. Other times I did not have an opportunity 10 ask sbout the silence |
aoticed.

In school, silencing occurred with some of their teachers. There were times whea they
were not happy with a teacher for one reason or another and responded with silence. When I asked
whether or not they would consider talking 10 their teachers about their resentment or hostility, they
gave reasons for their silence.

Val: Do you ever &ry (0 talk 10 them?

Nikki: No.

Val: No? What do you think might happen if you talk 10 them?

Nikki: Mr. Fisher wouldn't listen.

Marissa: He said we don't pay atiention or something. Cause he migit think we're
criticizing what he teaches.

(03.11.93.09)

This reminded me of my own silencing with teachers who had the power 10 grade me
according 10 their ov 1 criteria, which seemed arbierary at times.
foeling silenced by their mothers. They felt unable ©0 speak wp for themseives whea @hey had
ather ... So I just sit and listen (0 her ... I can't yell back” (03.11.93.13). She was silenced and fok
frustrated whea she was not allowed 10 speak wup for herself during a conflict. On another occasion
1 asked the group, “Think of a time when you dida't szy what was o your mind and ... why you
dida't say anything” (03.15.93.10). Marissa responded, “Whea I get int0 a fight with my mother. |
don't, don't talk back and all thet. So I just keep my mouth shwt .. (1 feel] anger ... Just canse the's
older it doesn't mean that [she's right]” (03.15.93.10-11).
father very oftea. | believe it still hurt her 10 talk abowt it 50 she chose %0 remain silent sbout the
e pressace of her dad 30 she remained silent. In her sllence she barned mothods of manipulation
from him.

ia addition 10 being sllenced in the pressnce of suthority figuses such as Sachers and
pesents, the young women wese aleo visibly silent during some of our conversstions. R ssemed 0
me hat during mont of the conversations, especially in s baglaning, at least cns giid chess
romain slient. Ous exampls was when Malory and Amnie said very lls ¢t he Maxch 1S
conversation. This prompied ms ©0 95t up the one-cn-ons conversations for subsequent visles
aliow them soom 0 k. Many of the silsnces wers ths consequences of conflicts withia the group.
Ofa the ons-on-ons conversations heiped me understand their ssasons for thelr sllences.



On March 22, Pauls did not express her anger verbally but did 50 when she scribbied
MMEpﬁm:m&mﬁﬁﬁm Whlhhdh:tnﬁ

mlgma@mmydthMwm ﬂwhyﬁhn
you're right and | dont know, just when you doa't wast %o ssy anything ... (I feel] angry”
(03.13.93.12). | believe this was her way of indicating her discomfort about being in conflict with
someone in our conversation group or someone who was closely connected.

Other times the young women were silent only with the group as a whole, that is, two or
more girls would choose 0 side-takk or write notes 10 each other during the conversation. For
three exchanged notes. They chose 10 remain silent only with the whole group (April 19, April 26,
-;lm-:a) mmuhﬁmmﬂumﬂie

nmulmnmﬁm I chalienged them by ackmowiedging this sllemt

There are a lot of things we won't say in public that we will say in private ... How
dﬂﬂhmﬂimﬂﬂiwﬁnﬂm (H) lﬂyﬂ

bﬁnmmﬁmmi‘!(ﬁn) Mmmﬁhq&.
(MQ!GS)

Later in this ersation, Asnie expressed her desire ©0 talk about the topic but did ant
mbhnhuhgm 1 had mixed feclings abowt her expression. | had naively hoped
that we could talk abowt anything in this growp. Howewer, | was pleassd that she wanied ®©
express herself on the topic in fromt of the whole group. | asked, "Amnie, do you have 8 sory
[sbowut peer pressure]?” ﬁnﬂ.“\'ﬁ.ﬁlh\mnqhm’(ﬁlﬂﬁm
Later in our one-on-one conversation, Annie t0ld a story of peer presswe and explained that s
_ﬁﬁmwﬁﬁﬁHHﬂdﬁuﬂmnﬁ.‘ihﬁﬁh#
.. | just don't want them 10 kmow about me” (04.29.93.11).
_hﬂuﬂ“ﬁihMﬁhnmﬁmmﬁh
was aot intesesied. The following story tells about her sllencing whea & men considersbly cbder
than her kissed her with 80 regard a8 10 how she fok about him.




There's lots of peer pressure. Especially guys; they're good at that ... They domt
get the hint. You say you don't like them and they keep bugging you. [In a
restaurant over the weoekend] a thirty year old Viemamese man kissod me. | was
90 grossed out cause | was supposed 10 meet my boyfriend there ... So I'm wakling
. [these Viemamese men) were drunk ... and they kept looking over at us and

[Aik]mmﬁymnyh;.wﬁhuj_mﬁh
disgusting, and one of them came over 10 us and he’s ... singing 10 me. And [ just
ﬂdﬁdmeﬁﬂmmﬂuﬂﬂh-ﬂbﬂ

.. | put my head down and | was talking % myself. It was gross. And thea
-ﬂﬁumqnﬁ . Like when you say you're not interested you'se not
sterested. God! ﬁy’nnﬂﬂm .Sostupid. Ikindof gewupina

wmmhmHQﬁnﬁﬂwdmﬂm

But I'm kind of prejudiced against guys.

(04.1993.12)
would have got mad,” she explained, if she would have chosen 10 speak out about it (04.26.93.04).
She also said she fekt silenced when she talked 10 Justin on the teiephone. It scemed ©© me that
muﬁmgmhmnm The probism was the
. bility and in 30 doing was sumbed by it. She found it difficult 1 fiad somethin

nﬁm

The silences paralyzed the girls voices. They aseded 10 have a safe outiet becamse it was
important for them 10 have someone ©0 talk 10, someone they conld Gust. For exampls, Annie
however, did aot choose 90 do 20 since she was having difficulty vusting Mariesa. Nikki aleo
expresssd that it was important ©0 have a fricad she could talk 0 and trust. Asnis and Malory

Many times, however, the girls 100k the risk and spoke up, regardiess of what efhers may
say. Sometimes the girls defonded others openly in front of their peers. Both Pauls and Marisss
Augustine, & sumber of times. In a one-on-one conversation, Nikki was proud whan she had
defonded Marisss whea someone she was talking 10 was critical.

ﬁﬁdm ﬂﬁ:“_ M im' z ﬁm it ﬁii-“ _

dosp lsnment of each person in S growp and in e wpic. No ons pursce dembnand e
conversation and all young women wese provided with and wok the cpporamnity to k. The firmt



supernatural (03.18.93). This twopic evoived from a line in the book we were reading Round the
Bend my“mh&mﬂm&im:nmﬁmﬂ
others ¢ matural. The topic evolved from e girls' talk. | was insvoived in
wwﬁlﬂmhﬁﬁtﬂwﬂdﬁhﬁﬂ“ﬁ This
wﬁhmmmﬁhﬂg There were other conversations afier this one that
casionally had some of this type of energy. However, ot until afer the camping wrip did that
ﬁ:wmﬂm
one young woman chose 10 be sileat, the conversation was seif-sustaining and the shased storiss of
light.
aware of until | analyaed the wranscripts. The eaergy of the shared stories shifted 10 2 asw energy,
filled with questions and new answers, primarily supplied by e young women in the goup. These
discussions were philosophical ones, in which the young women megotisted meming. The
mmmmmﬁ;ﬂiﬂmm Dwring ow
versation sbowt God and homosexmality (Jume 3), the girk maianined a2 seady fow of
mm-ﬁmmm-ﬂﬂzﬂﬂmmqm Ei

Annie: | believe in God but I'm not religioss ...
Vak: You belisve in God but you'se not religious?

Malory: Yesh. ,
Vak Malory, you 1007 Marissa, do you belisve In God? Yeah? Nikki, Pasie?

What does he or she Jook Mke?
(06.03.93.12)

ssswers. | bellsve ey okt salt in exploring this topic, wiheut an ‘suthorkty’ © give Gum the
uh.
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Another topic where | believe these young women negotisted meaning was homosexuality
(June 17). They scarched their experiences, shared their siories, asked new questions and
negotisted with one another as 1o the meaning of their conversation.

I thought both conversations helped everyone, including me, understand each other and
these twopics in a slighty different way. We negotisted with each other ©0 come 10 3 new

understanding.

CEW) Lissening for the Veice of Self CE®

Whea [ reflect upon not knowing, I am reminded how 1 was never really taught 1 trust
myself 0 make my own meaning. | oaly looked 10 the authorities for my answers. K is easier ©0
have someone elee give the answers. Does that ell me that my answers come from the cutside
oaly? Or 10 believe someone clse rather than myself? 1 think abowt all the times | would not trust
mysel, but looked 10 others for answers.

As [ Jook back 10 the liserature, | discover many similarities. Gilligmn's (1999) words
about voice resound with this research. Adolescence is a time whea young women, such as Nikki,
Paula, and Marissa, "we in danger of losing their voices and thus losing connection with others.” |
believe they 10id what | wanted 10 hear but also what was allowed. This is "aleo a time when girls”
such a3 Annie who are "gaining voice and knowledge, are in danger of knowing the unscen and
speaking the wnspoken and thus losing connection with what is commonly tahea % be Yeality’ * (p.
25). 1 believe Annie expressed what she knew and was ‘in danger’ of knowing 100 much. 1 believe
Malory struggied with “gaining voice and knowiedge,” where she expressed herself according
her knowing, and "acting like a lady,” where she did what she thought was expected of her.
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C8C8C8 Chapter 11 DWW
ST Refiscting an the Resoqrch CS%O

1 have been changed by this research. | have received from it more than | thought possible
and more than 1 could imagine, from beginning 10 end. Making e first move towand comminting
10 a topic was & huge siep. Subsequently, shaping the plan from existing lieeratuse and fiom my
own experiences was extraordinarily creative for me. The topic sseded 10 be one whese | could
entrust my passion, one where [ could care deeply about the process as well as the product. |
aceded 10 trust my capebilities of producing a final document faithfal 0 my intestions. | belleve |
did this by holding the vision of fidelity first 10 the young womea involved, thes 10 the sssarch.

My thoughts from planning 10 compietion were consisteatly aimed at caring for the yowng
women involved. 1 was ready 10 change my plans in order 10 listea and help create an cavisonment
where these girls could feel comfortable in expressing their thoughts. lmmh“
the research 10 evolve, 10 grow and 10 change according 10 what tanspised in the conversad

hﬁcmalm-ymm-lwm-ﬁq
experiences throughout this research project.

In the summer prior 10 beginning my research, | sruggisd wih my own develaping voice
and ‘empowerment mose than ever before. | questioned what ‘empowerment meant for me. | dd
find some answers but | also found many mose questions. In addition 10 developing my own s
of power, | questioned my own actions and thoughts whea | heiped others gaia their owa power.
At the time, [ was most concerned with appropristely supporting my Liste Siswer. This, in turn,
connected 10 my previous school teachiag experience.

My faculty advisor, Jean, eacouraged me 10 think about thess hhings in order © fonmulate
a plan for my thesis project. She recommended some reading that provoked in me & leaging that
developed im0 & passion. This was the time | made a commisment © e topic and 10 Ghs ressasch.
1 would not turm back. '

1 searched and read and thea prepared a ressarch proposal. | aseded 0 be vulnershils and
open if 1 was 10 be suthentic. It sssmed easy 90 write because | had thought sbewt & for many
years. However, in pressating my proposal in 3 depastment seminer, § bagen © fosl wnswse of
lsaving myseif as open s | had. [ believe | was concerned about appeoval, st secessarily by e
poors | knew sincs | was corain ey would approve, but by pesrs ast knowe ©0 me and hess
faculty members who may 20t acospt my story as sarrative tulh. | sealiss sow (hat was pust of
my developing voice and part of my growing.

In addition 10 prepering my thesls proposal, | aseded ©© maks a connection with semesns |
did 80t know well, the tacher, Mr. Jonss, who was & tsacher/adminiswator at 88 ‘Tner city’ schoel



in Edmonton. It was uncomfortable for me 10 approach somecae 10 help me attract the young
women needed 10 make my plan a reality. | was concerned he would reject my project.

Affer the initial conversation with the whole class of grade nine girls, | nceded to have a
safe space where we could come together 10 talk, where we would not be interrupted and whese owr
conversation could not be overheard. 1 did not focus on the importance of whese we would meet
because | wanted 10 be a non-obtrusive guest in the school. "Amy space would work for me,” was
what | thought in the beginning. | was pleased that the only space for us was a small room hat
our Monday conversations.
the middie of the room, which was equipped with chairs for all of ws. The room was slusted at e
ead of e hallway, whese few students milled about. No teachers, support staff or stadents needed
10 pass the room 10 £0 10 any other classroom. Occasionally, however, we spotied the custodien
come by 10 satisfy a curiosity or speak 10 one of the young women i the growp. k mamed a2
perfect place.

CS¥O The Reading CS%

The reading, while a0t 3 major research focus, was intended 10 initiste conversation and ©
present sew situations for deliberation. | thought it would be a large part of what we tllnd abowt
during the conversations. However, the research did not work in that way.

In the beginning, we read a short story. | diswibuied another short story for am o sead
outside the conversation time. Only two of the six read the story. This did not wak. We
porsevessd. | seleceed owr first book which had a very dynamic beginning and | hought t would
initiote interest. it did not. Only one gir! kept wp 10 the sading ©©0 which we had ageeed.

] began mading from a book at the begianing of our conversations. | sead e stery Round
e Rand for spproximately tea minutes at he boginning of sach ssasion. After s weskn, Gs
imevent level dropped and | decided 0 return the book unfiaished. At this point we all agesed o &y
ghost who lived in her howse. The story was chossa becamse Ge girhs seomad o be lnend
Pauia was the caly ous ©© heep up with her commiiment 0 s eading. The mading jast wes aot
important encugh for the others 10 continue. They had other important things In Selr Bves.

1M



ﬂﬂmlﬂﬂmﬁm-!m&f ca
2. g my curiosity.
Genenlly, however, the girls looked ©0 me 10 direct the conversation. Because of this, |
wﬂdhﬂgmwnﬁﬁknlwuﬁnﬁg
prsations. They were opea 10 this suggestion, and each had the opporamity 10 be the ‘disector.’
Iwgwwﬁimn&mhﬁw
I have included a list of the significant topics (those which | fekt wese important) in
Appeadix E.

CE) Weaving Our Stevies Tegether CEBO
mmhmsﬂm“nmugmnﬂ lhﬁﬁn
jvidually solve any problem or creste anything. | am cortnin, that in e
mdbﬁsﬂwmmﬂllﬂw everything was done 10 make e proces
1 was concerned that sy expericaces as a teacher in & school could heve influsaced Ge
coliaboration. However, these young women told stories or used words | would not have heasd if 1
was seea a3 an suthority figure, such as & teacher or administrator. Aleo, &t the beginning of e
research, Paula claimed that she didat see me as a teacher in the first class. Another exampls was
gaeped. Otheors gasped as well but it was indicative of their trust and their epennes t sy things
1 swoagly believe that collsboration works best whea all members pasceive these is & aeed.
m&mtﬁﬁnhmﬁtgﬂ m;uq_ﬁ“ih

ﬁym.lmﬂﬂﬁhmﬁnﬂqiﬂﬂu h
they decided whother they would semain with the ressarch, | tallnd o them shout s rossasch and
what my intsations were. The following passage hwtrates my fidelity ©o collabesation.



1 want ©0 explain %0 you why [ want everybody 10 talk and everyome 10 have a8
opinion. | think ir's really important that we all listea ©0 cach other ... | want ©
listen 10 what you have 10 say and what's important for you 10 talk about and letes
0 what silences you and what heips you talkk about what is really importast ®©
you. That's my intestion, but what that's going © look like I have 80 idea.
(03.01.93.01)

Collsboration includes a mutual goal. A muteal goal underlying every mecting was that
each young woman was eacouraged 0 share her thoughts, feclings and stories. 1 fekt that | aceded
10 opea up my thoughts, feclings and stories 10 these young womes as well.

In choosing books 10 read | wanted these girls %0 make the seiections. Each young woman
gave input im0 the types of books they read and which ones they liked. [ chose the books primarily
based upon the interest shown by the girls and the availability.

Each young woman made personalized lists (Appeadix C) of important topics 50 we could
choose what we were discussing. In the same way, the girls described their reading habits © me by
filling out & questionnaire. Unforsunately, I did not think abowt collsborating in the design of this
questionnaire and 30 created it myself. | made a list of available books that might have istesested
them (Appendix D). This lit was designed according 10 their taste in reading: @y chose
collectively from this list the ones we would sead.

1 ashed each young woman for input throughout the research project. 1 was eager 10 hear
what they really wanted 0 say. Afier a few sessions, | fokt that by leading the growp | was
witimately in charge. 1 did not foel it was collsborative for ome person throughout the sessarch ©
ask questions or direct the discussion. 1 did not want this 50 | asked if each one of them wanted ©
lead the growp. They agreed, however, some were relucant.

Val: What do you think if you would take the role of the disector for one class?

Nikki: It's hasd. [ don't kmow.

Vat: Think you could start oveerving what | do or what would be helpfal in e
class? ... Do you think you couls do ? Cause you woulda't have ©0 takk the
whole tme, you could just briug sp & topic or when we get into our book we
could, | dow't know, ask questions or start talking about the sorts of the Gings
that are important 10 you.

Nikki: Yesh, [ guese.

Val. Thea we could join in or you could ask ws how we foel about. Do you thisk
you could do that?

Nikki: 1 don't kmow.

Vak: You don't know. Pauls do you think you could do that?

Paule: | think it would be & good idea.

Vak: You think &t would be 2 good idea?

Pauia: You'd help us out wouldn't you?

Val: Suse, | could do hat.

Pasix: Kay. its okay wih me.

(03.18.93.02)



Annie was the first of the young women (0 lead our discussion. She did not prepare for
this in any way and did not know what ©0 say. Afer this conversation, she wid me how
uncomfortable she was that it did not go as she hoped. Because of her response, | prepared some
questions as a guide when the young women were leading. The questions wese prepared acconding
1 the topics the young women identified as their preferences (See Appeadix C). These questions
were not inended 10 take away from what the girls might discuss or 10 dominate the conversation.
1 swessed these were optional and that we would remain with topics or questions that came wp
spontancously. if that was agreesble t0 the group. | was most imterested in spontancous
conversation.

1 consistently encouraged the conversation ©0 go in any direction. A change of topic
occurred when someone in the group redicecied it There wese also times whea 1 spontancowsly
asked a question or redirected the conversation.

1 also believe that colisboration occwrved in the writing of the chapiers. | choched with
them for their approval about what 1 had wrisiea and also for anything they may want ©0 add, delete
or change.
eavironment grows siowly. In the beginning. the young women wese interested in their own
taking. Toward the end of the research there was greater collegiality and collsboration.

In the last two comversations in June, the conversations wese almost compietcly sustained
by these young women, with very lisie prompting or questioning by me. Their shased stories,
thoughts and opinions came spontancowsly, from their docp roowed imtorest in e wpic of
conversation.

Collaboration, 10 me, means imerdependence. We came together ©0 liston and © talk, ®
allowing them a chance 10 speak and be heard.

1 have a deep imterest in supporting people around ms. | enjoyed being with thess young
women for whom | geew ©0 care. Kt was important for me © show tem | appeeciennd owr e
wgether. | did hhis in 2 caring and nurtaring way, as | was moss steative ©0 thelr volcss and was
more ‘other-conscious’ rather than ‘ssif-comsciows.’

The gists knew | enjoyed being with Gem. | showed his is many waps. | was propased
lemers/jowrnals). | aleo showed I enjoyed being these by being en time, withia five minutes of el
class start Ume, and cager ©© make R0Cosery aTangements © mest wih Gem afer schesl. |



1 showed my caring in other ways. | limened inently and trusted that the process would
unfold in 2 way frue 10 these young womea. It was important 10 listen 10 their words and actions. |

WD Showing Their Interent in the Resssreh CSWO

The young women showed their imterest in the research in many ways. Of cowrse, ey

chose 90 belong 10 the research by vokunieering, 20 they had their own motives for joining e
As te conversations continued they chose 10 remain with the growp. They could have
chosen 10 leave ot any time. [ interpresed this 0 men ey received a lot of value by joining the
growp. In the same way, by their consistent anendance, they showed me they remained lnsssond.
They aleo showed ey remained intesested and faithfal by contining 0 talk. Even hough

they silenced hemeeives during particular conversations, they ware eager 10 talk during the ano-cn-

then others, asked questions or made comments abowt the thesis. This affirmed for me that Ghey
were intosested in what [ wanted t0 accomplish. Pauls ashed me mose questions about the sessasch
She asind things Mke, "We get 10 read this right? ... Is this going 0 e public Newy?”
(04.05.93.11% "Ase you gonna get us 00 write a lisle thing about our soif sbout what you want ws
© put in e Nude thesis?” (04.19.93.02); “Are we allowed ©© take thess books for our family
wad? ... Do we all get 2 copy?” (06.17.93.16). Her inteeest was real. She ashed questions hat
wese going 10 affoct her experisnce when the hesls was complsted. These were soal questions, sal

write sbout ws?” (05.06.93.07) and "Whar's e book gonms be called? ... The Young Wemen,'
CS30 Wriking & Up OS50



This was my inerpretation completely. | tw0ld their stories. 1 scarched for what | Gought
demonstrated their ways of being and their personality and identity. 1 got a chance 0 know each
one deeply and care for each one intensely. Wih fondness in my heart and determination in my
soul, | commited 10 be truthful and loyal 10 these five young women.

1 appreciased their reflections on the early drafts of their chapters. Before we concluded
our conversations, I was very curious 10 know how these five young women would respond © what
had been written in their individual chapters. | was interesied in getting helr fosdback 50 whea |
had writien at least ten pages for each young woman, | ashed exch of hem ©© mad Geir owa
chapeer and respond. 1 was very proud of the writing | had done and wanted 0 show that | cased
about each girl by being faithful 10 them and telling the story | heard them tell. They ol gave a
their approval for what | had writien. They scemed excited and happy. There wese caly two giths
who wanted minor changes o their chapiers. The other three concluded it was not ascesssry ©
make any changes.

CSB) Kechoss CSWO

These were many times during the research whese | was eminded of my youth. The young
women's voices could have been mine almost tweaty years ago. & surprised me thet | slived 20
much of my past trough the stories of these girls. This was my opportanity o fusther understand
my adolescence experiences.

In my late toens, | began questioning gender oquality and stervotyped roles. | semember
saying, ‘Tm glad 1 don’t fes! obligasd 1 take on the roles sadisionally peescribed for wemen.”
Lisde did | know that | continued living out the wraditional roles, especially when | enteved into 8
masriage before | was twenty years old. At the time, | was dolng what | hought best for me. |
was wnawase of society’s influences. In & group conversation we ilhed shout epperamities wemem
have today compased with women in e pest. In e beginning of e conversatien Amals
expoessed, "We don't have as (meny) opportunities as men, | doat know” but later she changed her
views. "Owr generation we could (do anything we want t0]" and Malory agreed, “We can. Bl
we coulda’t. Yesh, ouwr gemeration, but befose us &t was N kind of sl discsiminannd”
(06.03.93.14).

1 had the same antiteds twenty yours ago. Evea though things have changed for wemen,
the ressarch indicates stersotyping silll exists.

During cns of our last cns-en-0ns conversations, Marisss was meking ssnse of boye and
girls boing Seated diffosently by passats. "They've i, 'Ob, why dide't you call hems. Yeu saged
out 90 lats.’ ‘How coms [2 boy] can éo X7 ‘Causs he's & guy. Hs can proncthimssll’ Thats Sus
but ir's sexint” (06.1495.04). | secall having & similer conversatien. B s @5 prusess we o



g0 twrough whes we question our femininity and sexual equality? Do these questions get
sewered? Do new ones evoive whea old ones are answered?

There were other stories shared which echoed for me. Marissa's stories ssomed the most
familiar 10 my past. Except for having many siblings, it scemed like Marissa was telling my story.
My pareats supported me in doing what they thought was best for me. Whea | was a tesuager,
they could afford ©0 give me experiences many of my peers did not have. For example, | was
supported whea | wanted 10 get my driver’s license. Unlike many of my femals poors, | was
allowed 10 drive the family car whea | passed my driver’s wst. However, | will remember e
frestration | had when I fek I did not have the freedom 10 g0 Out as ofien and stay out as late as my

CS¥ Paraliel Seovies CER

Duwring the research, | think about how our siories were paraliel in many ways. Whilke
sorting through my adolescence experiences, I coatinued 10 learn 10 support young women. Also,
by talking about personal stories | was able ©0 sort through my thoughts and the input of others ©
meke mew mesning. The young women, in the same way, Gled sbout presemt and past
experionces, acgotiating meaning for futese stories.

The topics of conversation we chose brought up my own Ghoughts and responsss. & was
intesesting 0 setell and relive swories concerning family and frisnds, school sories, and stories
which heiped ms explors what | wanted for my futwre. Even though [ shared soms of thess stories,
1 was mose intesested in Netening 0 the swories of others. Kk was mose appropriats © we my
frisndships with others and this document 10 say what | aesded 10 say and 10 negotiats mesning.

1 think about how [ have been changed by the sessarch and how much | have bbarned and
will continus (0 loasn bocause of it. | have spent hundveds of hours in preparation of Ghis final
document, sudying existing Mesratwre, aking the appsopriess steps 10 have conversations wih
young women, ranscridbing the conversations, and analyzing the transcripts, journals and loters. |
have told my series and e stories of hees young women. This was what | sow, what | had
insorpooted. | also think shout the ‘Torbidden’ storiss, hess stories that may remain loched W
fossver. | am costain | éid aot hear many of hoss. How will hoss stories menifest Gomssives in
@ lives of hess young women?

1 sefiect upon how this sessasch has affocted Ge young wemen invelved. Whese ase e
sirhs right aow, shment four menths after owr finel conversmtion? What hove they haned and how
will his seosasch and this document impact Golr Bves? What have oy baned sbout nsncting
with & casing adult?

| Giak shout Marisss meny times when | Gk shout ay youh. Now wll her I b
diiheent thes sine, considieing e many similnsliivs | SR we had ks gowing wp? W by dnams



sbout becoming a business woman develop or will she abandon those dreams whea she decides sthe
would rather get masried, like 1 did?

What sbout Malory? Will she continue 10 have the dilemma concerning being the tomboy'
versus being the ‘lady’? Which one will be overpowered by the other? Or will the two come ©©
some compromise? [ also think ofien of how she changed her voice depending upon how she
wanted 10 affect people around her.

What will Annie, the poet, be involved in now and in the noar futuse? Will she wse her
inelligence and talents 10 create & life she dreams of or will she continue oa her path of ‘living for
the moment’ 10 choose short term pleasures over behaviors which have long trm gains as thelr
goals? | also think about all the stories she t0ld me and how foreign 10 my youth thoss sxperiences
were. Did she have any forbiddea ssories which may affect her future stories?

Is Nikki still curious about what it would be like 10 live with her father? Will she continue
pursuing physical chalienges? Whea will her life be filled with the childen she sald she wanted?

Whea | think of Paula, | immediately think about the swong base from which it ssemed she
started. The love she has for her family is deep-rooted. The members of her family ssom 10 have
much influence over how she soes her futwre stories. Will she choose futwse stories they want her
© live or, will she be encouraged 10 choose her own siories?

080808 The Researcher’s Final Refloctions 308080

In this research | lsarned more abow wusting in myself, in my own awherity. My
confidence as researcher, wriser, seacher, ssudent and friend has grown, even though it may heve
been very painful at times. 1 often ssruggied with knowing when 10 turn 10 myself 10 search for
answers and when 10 get help from others such as Jean, who was very helpfhl, suppersive and
encowaging. In my experience of pusing this documens together, | have lsarned many things
and now thet my learning will continue long after the documens has been conpleted.

In selling sheir stories for shem, | hope | have been faithful 190 each young wemen in the
research.
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1 am preseatly completing my Master's of Education degree at the University of Alberta. 1 want ©
work with four or five young women your age in a research project, which is a requirement for
pﬂu uyﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁkﬂhlm-ﬂﬂi

_ﬁ;ﬂnﬂﬂmmwm_hum

1 am very interested in what makes people spesk wp for what they believe in and aleo s what
silences them. Your language loarning teacher has agreed 10 your preseace in this peoject two
times per week during your regular language leaming class for approximately theoe months. For
the most part, we will share our reactions and experiences by talking in the group. You may also
want 10 write lstiers or journals, but this is wp ©0 you.

I for any reason during the research project you wish 10 withdraw, you may do 30 with 50 penalty.
1 promise confidentiality in this project, where the only information 10 be included in any officlal
document is that 10 which you agree. In addition, | promise anoaymity, where pecadonyms will bs
wed instead of your real names.

If you would like 1 participate please sign your name below. Because of university regulations a
parest or guardian needs (0 siga this form as well. A copy of my research proposal is avalisble ©
you and your parests or guardians if you would like to0 read it.

lnmmhﬁmhnmm

1 give my conssnt %0 have my daughter participats in this seseasch project.

—— l,l -



APPENDIX B

Reading Survey

1 would appreciate your taking time 10 answer the following questions about your reading. You do
2ot need 10 put your name on the questionnaire as it is coafidential. If you aced 10 add a comment

feel free 10 do %0.

1. What type of reading do you do?

—Rewepepers ___ adventwremovels ____ myseries ____ magazines
—_biographies _bumor ____romancenovels ____ "How 0" books
—Shortstories ____sports ____poewy ____ comics
——choolstories ____ other

2. Name the types of newspapers, magazines, or books you read. (For example: The Sum,
Seventeen Magazine, Harlequia Romance, Babysisers Club, Archie Comic Books)

3. How many books do you read in a month? ____
4. How many magazines do you read in amonth? ____
5. How many comic books do you read in a month? ___

6. Where do you usually get your reading? ____

—— Bookstore e School Library e School Book Ched

—— Public Library — Supermarket — Friead or Relative
- Other

7. What infiucaces you the most whea you chooss something 1 ssad?

——Author __ Coveriluswationa __Price ___ Length inpages
— Someonc recommended kome ____BackCoverSummay ___Tile
e Publisher or Series Name Other

8. Does (do) your guardian(s) read newspapers __? magazines ___ 7 ficion ___?
son-fiction ___? comics ___?

9. Do you read every day? __ Yes — NO

10. Which best describes whea you monly ned?
—lreedin__________ cless (which ssbjecys) e | 7008 88 RomRS.
] 7008 during lunch howr. = ] 7008 whils bebyuitiing.



Other ____

12. How often ¢ 9 you discuss your reading with others?

15. What qualities do you like 10 see in the main character?

16. Why do you read?
—To relax —— To escape problems —To loam sbout new things




APPENDIXC

(Writien by the participants April 19, 1993)
mnmmmmmmmy

2. Hobbies, goals, boyfriends, school. high school, indepe ¢, cavironment.

3 mmmmmmm gmmlun
pereats.

4. Guys, school; the hardest part about being a teenage girl is that the peer pressure flom men,
boys and other people. The second hardest is school. You want 1o get a good job 0 you

5. Sports - soccer, swimming, high jump. sprinting. It's hard 10 be a teenager at around 14, 15, 16,
17. We are going ©0 be killed by nuclear bombs. My dream is 10 have a nice futwre and 2




APPENDIX D
saty. Nattie Hoaeycurt. 1991. 152pp. Orchard/Jackson.
{ Childres. Gleadon Swarthout. 1970, (Young offenders)
0y who lost his face. Louis Sachar. 1989. 198pp. Kaopf.
mmmmmm (Fasher in jail).
weparate. Hadiey lrwin. 1960, 123pp Atheneum. (Divorce).
mmmzug mwmw—m
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Eamily sexpion. Caroline B. Cooney. 170pp. Bantam. (Unique family).
mmmu-gw:-u(m; 1992. 208pp. Philomel.

Rists. Rosemary Stones, Compiler. 1999, Short
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Eagezdoll. Elizabeth Fewer. 1990, 186pp. (Young love & overprossctive paseats).
DParadisc Cafs and other sioriss. Martha Brooks. 1988. 124pp. Joy Sweet. (collaction)
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2 Dayle. Avl. 1990. 215pp. Orchasd.
mhlﬂﬁ 1990. hﬁ 196pp.(1944 flseing family).
gt Mara Brooks. 199pp. Joy Steet. (Desth of mother & 166k bisthiny)
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APPENDIX E

Ambitions (04.29.93.08)
Beauty (04.05.93.02)
Cranping (05.03.93.11), (05.10.03.01-04)
Crystal's story (03.25.93.02)
Chwrch (04.15.93.03)
Concert - Guns N Roees (04.05.93.01)
Conflict (04.15.93.06-11)
Drugs (05.10.03.19-20)
Earliest Memory (05.26.93.07)
Family (04.15.93.05)
Fighting (04.15.93.12)
Friends (06.17.93.01)
God (06.17.93.07)
omosexuality (06.17.93.08)
Masriage (04.26.93.07)
(05.10.93.02)

Parents (06.17.93.11-12)
Peer Pressure (04.19.93.11),(04.29.93.05-08)
Police (04.08.93.01-03)
Racism (03.25.93.05)
Rejection (04.19.93.10)
Research (04.19.93.03-04), (06.17.93.01)
Responsibilities (05.10.93.11-17)
Rules (03.10.93.10)
School (05.13.93.01-02)
Sleepovers (04.05.93.01)
Teachers (05.13.93.02)
sst/honesty in relationships (04.08.93.09)



