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Definitions

FOIP = Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy (or some variation thereof)

○ provincial legislation

ATIP = Access to Information and Privacy
○ federal legislation: Access to Information Act and 

Privacy Act



What’s Out There?
● briefing notes, executive summaries, reports, meeting 

minutes, studies, and ‘decks’ (often w/speaking notes)
● memorandums, correspondence, emails, texts, other 

communications products (e.g., ‘media lines’)
● audit and financial details, expense records
● polls (internal - others available via LAC web site)
● inspections and audits
● incident reports and forms, public safety/security 

records
● MOUs and contracts



What’s Out There but Out of Reach?
Exclusions:
● published material (or will be published/released within 90 days)
● library or museum material preserved solely for public reference or 

exhibition purposes, materials placed in cultural memory institutions 
by those outside government

● CBC, AECL, House of Commons/Senate, Cabinet records
● federal courts (administration, financial)
● private corporations that partner with government

List compiled from ATIA: http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1/FullText.html ; Cribb, Jobb, McKie, and Vallance-
Jones (2010); Larsen (2013).

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1/FullText.html


What’s Out There but Out of Reach?
Exemptions / Exceptions
● policy advice or recommendations
● politically sensitive / amber lighted content; ministerial documents
● legal advice
● disclosure harmful to law enforcement, intergovernmental or 

international affairs, defense, financial interests of public bodies, 
economic interests of Canada, etc.

● personal information (unless it’s a ‘vanity request’)

List compiled from ATIA: http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1/FullText.html ; Cribb, Jobb, McKie, and Vallance-
Jones (2010); Larsen (2013).

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1/FullText.html


Learning About and Assessing the 
System: Suggested Reading

1. Cribb, Jobb, McKie, and Vallance-Jones (2010). “Getting Behind Closed Doors: Using Information Laws.” in 
Digging Deeper: A Canadian Reporter’s Research Guide. 2nd ed. Toronto, ON : Oxford, pp. 199-230.

2. Larsen, Mike. (2013). Access in the Academy: Bringing ATI and FOI to Academic Research. Vancouver, 
BC : BC Freedom of Information and Privacy Association.

3. Office of the Privacy Commission of Canada (2013). Modernizing Access and Privacy Laws for the 21st Century: 
Resolution of Canada’s Information and Privacy Commissioners and Ombudspersons. http://www.priv.gc.
ca/media/nr-c/2013/res_131009_e.asp

4. Roberts, Alasdair S. (2012). “Access to Information: The Elements of Reform,” Submission to the 2012 Open 
Dialogue Consultations of the Office of the Information Commissioner. Updated August 27, 2013. http://www.oic-
ci.gc.
ca/eng/access_to_information_the_elements_of_reform_acces_a_l_information_les_elements_de_la_reforme.
aspx

5. Walby, Kevin, and Larsen, Mike (2012). Brokering Access: Power, Politics, and Freedom of Information Process 
in Canada. Vancouver, BC : UBC Press. 

6. Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (2013). A Hollow Right: Access to Information in Crisis. A submission 
by CJFE to the Office of the Information Commissioner concerning reform of Canada’s Access to Information Act. 
http://www.cjfe.org/resources/features/new-report-hollow-right-access-information-crisis

Govt pubs you know about: DPRs, Office of the Information Commissioner reports, etc.
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Your Role as a Public Service Librarian for 
Government Information 

Reference and Liaison Work / Helping Others Complete an 
ATI request
1. Make sure information isn’t already available

○ conduct ‘normal’ search for government information
○ search for previous ATI requests (learn from language used, etc.)
○ contact government employees directly (before ATIP Coordinator)

2. Consult InfoSource (http://www.infosource.gc.ca/)

3. Fill in the ATI form; keep copy (http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/tbsf-fsct/350-57-eng.asp); $5 fee
4. Wait (~2 weeks). Follow Up. Wait (30 days). Appeal (if necessary).

http://www.infosource.gc.ca/
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/tbsf-fsct/350-57-eng.asp






Seven hits with search term = digitization (October 11, 2013)





One hit with search phrase = web renewal (October 11, 2013)
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Your Role as a Selector of Government 
Information 

Collections Work
● Based on your community, consider making 

scheduled ATI/FOI requests; for example:
○ speeches and briefing notes
○ new releases and other communications products
○ web content no longer available on the web site



Observations? Comments? Questions?

Amanda Wakaruk, Government Information Librarian, University of Alberta 
amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca


