The Inaugural Lumb Lecture

The Inaugural Lumb Lecture was given by Professor N.R. Morgenstern at the Hong Kong
Exhibition and Convention Centre on 10 May 2000. The following introduction was given by
Professor C.F. Lee.

When the decision was made in December 1998 to establish the Lumb Lecture, the immediate task
was to find the Inaugural Lumb Lecturer. It turned out to be an easy task for the Lumb Lecture
Committee. Professor Norbert Morgenstern was everybody’s first and obvious choice, and there
was hardly any discussion required.

It was an easy decision because of two reasons. Firstly, Professor Morgenstern is a geotechnical
engineer and researcher of global distinction. Secondly, he has been a guiding light for landslide
hazard mitigation in Hong Kong for many years.

A native of Canada, Professor Morgenstern graduated from the University of Toronto in 1956 with
a BASc in Civil Engineering. He then worked for the geotechnical consulting firm of Geocon
Limited, before moving on to the Imperial College for post-graduate studies in Soil Mechanics.
He was awarded the DIC and PhD in 1964. He taught at the Imperial College until 1968, when he
returned to Canada and took up a Professorship in Civil Engineering at the University of Alberta.
He became a University Professor in 1983, and a University Professor (Emeritus) in 1999. He also
served as the Department Chair between 1994 and 1997.

Professor Morgenstern has a most remarkable and exemplary career in geotechnical engineering
practice and research. He has published close to 300 papers on a wide spectrum of geotechnical
subjects, many of which have become classics in our field. Even more remarkable is his long list
of consulting engagements. A partial listing includes 80 dams and tailings projects; over 50



landslides and slope stability projects; 42 highway, bridge and foundation projects; 14 pipeline
projects; 16 tunnelling and underground excavation projects; 10 offshore geotechnical engineering
projects and numerous other geotechnical studies. In short, his insights and advice are sought on a
global scale, covering a wide spectrum of major geotechnical projects. He is simply a most
outstanding researcher as well as a practitioner, something that is extremely difficult to achieve
simultaneously.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the geotechnical profession, Professor
Morgenstern has been showered with no less than 42 major honours and awards, including the
prestigious BGS prizes, the Canadian Geotechnical Society prizes and ASCE prizes. He has been
a Rankine Lecturer, Terzaghi Lecturer and Cassagrande Lecturer. He has served on numerous
prestigious commissions and committees, including the Presidency of the International Society of
Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering.

Honours and distinctions aside, one more thing should be said about Nordie. He is as friendly and
as helpful to any young student as to peers and senior officials alike. He commands tremendous
respect from everyone, not just because of his contributions to the geotechnical profession, but
also because of his very affable personality and his strong sense of fair play and equity among
fellow human beings. He is therefore very popular and much admired both in and out of the
profession. Despite his very busy schedule, he is always poised and at ease with himself and others
alike. Whatever jobs that he works on, he always sets a high standard and depicts a high degree of
professionalism. We are extremely proud to have someone of the calibre and standing of Professor
Morgenstern as our Inaugural Lumb Lecturer.

C.F. Lee
Department of Civil Engineering
The University of Hong Kong























































































