071113 interview by Afshan for abortion Duration: 00:11:18
	Name
	Questions/ Comments

	W1
	First she was not getting pregnant and now when her son has grown up now so she doesn’t want to have a baby.

	Afshan
	She was not accepting first that she has aborted now she has admitted.

	Sara
	(Laughing)

	Afshan
	Then she was saying that with grown up kids it is difficult to have new ones.

	Sara
	Yes.

	W1
	Of course women don’t share their problems.

	W2
	Yes people say that look she has grown ups at home and now she is carrying another one in her belly. Then they say that it is needed.

	W1
	Now the women have started practicing some precautionary measures.

	
	She has installed a copper T. this woman used to get injections and her bleeding started. Now she is using tablets.

	Afshan
	Ahan. Her financial conditions are not good.

	W1
	Yes they are just so so.

	Afshan
	It is a very conscious decisions that one child is enough otherwise people do go for another child with one 14-15 years old.

	W1
	No, baji. Mashallah he is young.

	Afshan
	What is his age?

	W1
	He is 15 years old.

	Afshan
	Ahan.

	W1
	Although he is in 10th class but mashallah height wise he looks young. In the village women, I am not talking about Pathanies, they keep on bearing babies even after the marriage of their elder children. Usually mother-in-law and daughter-in-law are pregnant at the same time but Punjabies hesitates to have new born at later stages when the kid is grown up.

	W2
	Yes it is so. Village people talk like look at them.

	W1
	Yes they make fun. Village women asked that where are you going. Baji replied to them that we are going to POHRI.

	W2
	The house where the death has occurred.

	Afshan
	What about the financial conditions of other 2 women?

	W1
	They are financially stable.

	Afshan
	So the basic issue was the pregnancy at later stage when they cannot think of having a new one.

	W1
	Yes.

	Afshan
	Ok, your sister has the financial issues as well. Does husband take the interest in the family? Ahan it is obvious that they have not thought for 12 years. Does your brother’s life was disturbed?

	W1
	No. Mashallah they have 2 kids. My Bhabi does not want to bear the third one. She says that now my kids are grown up.

	W2
	This is so. She doesn’t have any other option.

	Afshan
	Ahan.

	W1
	We also don’t want to persuade her to go with the pregnancy.

	Afshan
	Ahan you are right. She has 2. They are enough.

	W1
	Allah give them life.

	Afshan
	What are the sex?

	W1
	Daughter and a son.

	W2
	Their daughter is grown up now Mashallah.

	W1
	That’s why she says that now we will think about them. How to get them married.

	Afshan
	Ahan. Why there is 12 years gap. Why they took that long to patch up their differences?

	W1
	I don’t know. (Laughing) there are people in between who actually don’t want them to live happily.

	Afshan
	Ahan. What was the age of their son when they separated?

	W1
	He was just a baby. Hardly a year old.

	Afshan
	He has spent the time in maternal parent’s house.

	W1
	Yes. When their differences were sorted out then he refuses to go to his father’s house. He said that I want to live with the maternal parents. Now with the passage of time he is used to with his father.

	Afshan
	All these 3 women are on medical abortion?

	W1
	Yes.

	Afshan
	Mean only tablets are given.

	W1
	Yes.

	Afshan
	Do they come to you for abortion?

	W1
	No, one of them comes to me. The one who is heavy consulted the doctor in centre. She went to the LHV of our village. The baby was not aborted but the medicine was given to her. I don’t know which medicine has been given to her. But she has got the medicine.

	Afshan
	Ahan. Don’t you have any midwife who performs this job?

	W1
	No.

	Afshan
	(Laughing) you feel sleepy.

	
	(All laughing)

	W1
	I am only here. I have not done it but I know.

	Afshan
	Have you done the mid-wifery course?

	W1
	Yes I have done it.

	Afshan
	This is your own house?

	W1
	No, this is my in-laws house.

	Afshan
	Ahan. Do you do practice?

	W1
	Yes I do.

	Afshan
	Can you handle deliveries as well at home?

	W1
	No. our people are modern mean they are educated. They go to doctors for the deliveries. If someone comes for the opinion then I give her. As we never ask anyone to bear the first baby at home.

	Afshan
	Ahan.

	W1
	I have made the clinic in such a way that there is no place to handle delivery.

	Afshan
	Ahan.

	W1
	So I don’t have the place to do the case here in my clinic. Secondly the case does not come to me.

	Afshan
	So you only do antenatal?

	W1
	Yes. There are no so many antenatals also. Only the general patients with cough or fever come.

	Afshan
	Ok. The rest come for pregnancy test?

	W1
	Yes they come.

	Afshan
	Can you give any medicine for abortions?

	W1
	No. I used to give but when my younger son becomes ill. He was so ill that I was counting his breaths. Thanks to Allah that he is recovered after that I promised to Allah that I will not do this thing again.

	Afshan
	First you used to do abortions?

	W1
	Yes.

	Afshan
	And DNC also?

	W1
	Yes. But not now. Zakia baji was asking from me. (Laughing) I told her I do not do. I have left abortions for 2 years. My son is now 2 years old.

	
	When baji insisted then I said that I will not do DNC but you may take the medicine. Thanks her pregnancy was aborted with the medicine.

	Afshan
	There was weakness that’s why. She was weak so the medicine works.

	W1
	Yes.

	Afshan
	So you left abortions and DNC after the illness of your son.

	W1
	I did DNC 15 days before the illness of my son. My husband said to me that the way you are getting money is not the right the way. It does not suit us. (Laughing) I didn’t listen to him but as it was in my mind so it pinched me and I decided to leave it forever.

	W2
	Otherwise Sobia used to say that I do DNC so good that an expert doctor cannot do even.

	Afshan
	Ahan. Sobia tell me one thing if a woman needs to abort her pregnancy and she goes to a midwife for the purpose and during that she dies.

	Sobia
	Ahan.

	Afshan
	Is it better for her to go to the mid wife or to a trained skilled person?

	Sobia
	Exactly.

	Afshan
	She will take care of the hygiene. The woman will be saved from the infections and her bleeding will be less. At least her life is saved by this way. Otherwise midwives just say that she got heart attack and died. She was so young but died during DNC due to heart attack.

	Sobia
	Yes it happens. 

	Afshan
	Have you heard such woman?

	Sobia
	Yes my own mother. I was very young at that time. There were not many facilities available in the area. Then women used to have so many children. We are Mashallah 6 sisters and 2 brothers. She was pregnant and she decided to abort the baby. I don’t know she brought the medicine or it was put inside her to open the mouth of the uterus. Now we get to know that her pregnancy was 2-3 months old. She bled so much that she was taken to the hospital. There she was operated there and then blood was immediately given to her but she cannot survive and died.

	Afshan
	She died there?

	Sobia
	Yes.

	Afshan
	This is what is going in Pakistan. Women die and no one ever knows that what was the actual reason behind it.

	Sobia
	Yes that’s why first I asked from the woman about their last period’s date. If someone tells me wrong date then I send her for the ultrasound. I never did abortion without proper investigation.

	Afshan
	Have you ever done an illegal abortion?

	Sobia
	Yes once I did. Now she is married.

	
	(Voice of a continues horn)

	
	I don’t remember I have done one or two.

	Afshan
	This is what I say that this is also the way of saving a woman’s life. The thing is that to err is human.

	Sobia
	Yes.

	Afshan
	If the sin is committed then only murder is not the solution.

	
	(Crows crowing)

	
	Let’s go as we have to go to somewhere else also.

	Sobia
	Baji was saying that she has given a time to the patient.

	W2
	Yes the place where we went yesterday.

	Afshan
	Faiza’s relative?

	W2
	Yes.



