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Memories and Reminiscences

Send me (sulz@ualberta.ca) something to put in here and I will. I only have negative ones
right now.

In 2017, there were discussions about the direction of the league and several Methuselah members provided
feedback. As you can see from comments below, many people had good memories but were feeling some
disappointment.

I have injury issues, but I also simply am not having fun playing in the league anymore.  The league is
too competitive, and has lost its fun focus. I played the last game of the year last year and one of the opposing
players was thrown out, further our team seemed to have a strategy to do so. So that’s what I mean by not fun.
We all have to work the next day, so the chances of getting seriously hurt in a fun league has to be on people’s
minds. So the makeup of teams, the strategy to get real good players to counteract other teams real good
players etc. are what is making this league slowly decline.  And further it’s not every team, but only a couple
that are trending this way. (PBoxall dec 2017)

I would echo PB sentiments.  There is a level of competitiveness in the league that has surfaced in the
past couple of seasons that takes some of the fun out of the game.  But the main obstacle for me right now is a
persistent scheduling conflict that falls on Wednesday evenings.  (GordG dec 2017)

I am still having injury issues, some of which may be permanent (torn bicep) that make hockey harder. I
miss playing and a chance to connect with my teammates. While sometimes annoyed over the years by the
over competitive nonsense that could sometimes happen in the league, I still miss it. I would be back if I could!
I have heard from one or two others that are a bit tired of the physicality that can happen. They comment that
they have to work the next day, are sole or primary breadwinner, and can't really afford to get a serious injury. I
personally haven't seen many (if any?) serious injuries as a result of rough play over the years but I understand
the concern (TroyJ dec 2017)

I completely agree with PB and I honestly don't know how the issue can be fixed. I came into this
league impressed with how much fun it was. There was a higher level of respect among players across teams.
What players out there do when the ref isn't even looking is a key indicator of the level of respect across
teams/players. These days I find it's chippy particularly behind the play - intentional hacking, slashing,
interference and tripping. That respect I saw when I entered the league certainly hasn't disappeared - many
guys are totally cool. Still, too many players clearly lack this respect. These problem players are not being dealt
with by their teams or the league (or refs). It seems to me the league feels like any other beer league some
nights. You take your chances out there. (KWallace dec 2017)

I've played in a lot of leagues and I always thought it best to have have a Division 1 and Division 2.
Division 1 would be for the ultra competitive guys who can't seem to get it that most of us are just out for fun.
Division 2 would be for those of us who are out for fun and a good competitive game, but are playing against
teams of more or less equal skill level. I would also think a Division 3 would an interesting idea.  This would be
a step above shinny and if a game was tilting a certain way, swapping players would be allowed to even things
out. (GordieC, feb 2018)
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“There is a long-standing tension about the purpose of the league - from what I understand from with
the guy who ran it for 25 years (Hugh Hoyle), a big part of the rationale for prime ice time and reasonable
prices was that it was primarily a social league to allow faculty, staff, and older students to get to know each
other. I've heard there used to be a pretty effective draft process where new players played through one round
and then became free agents. I think there was also some movement of players between teams to even things
out (I actually started with the Falcons).

Since Hugh retired, there has been no one with a strong rationale to run the league independently and
there was strong pressure for campus rec intramurals to take it over. In fact, we almost lost the league a few
years ago because some in admin felt everything campus rec should be geared to students and we often had
teams with only 8 players so it was perceived as an inefficient use of prime ice time. We managed to save the
league (and 22 games with consistent times - unlike normal intramurals) by reminding people that we weren't
just an insider club of fairly high-skilled guys but open to students and women and people of various levels on
campus. We also made an effort to ensure teams had more participants to avoid bad optics of few participants
in prime time.

Personally, I think we're not out of the weeds with perception and I suspect that we're actually making it
worse for ourselves by ramping up the competition that discourages a lot of medium level players and women
from sticking around. I know of at least 3 women who tried the league and enjoyed it for the most part but just
felt the intensity from some teams and players was just a bit much. To be honest, I also know of many guys
who have gradually left the league over time for exactly the same reasons - they just didn't feel the risk of injury
(however small but often present due to some players) was worth it.

Personally, I still care about the league primarily as a vehicle for networking and socializing in the
UAlberta community as widely as possible. I try to channel my competitive nature into doing what I can do
within the constraints of whoever comes out on a given night on either team and, importantly, try to avoid
getting injured. I tend to try to make quick passes rather than carry the puck through and get hacked. I know it's
not always the best strategy for winning.

I do get grouchy when teams do whatever it takes to win (e.g. recruit players who are way better than
everyone else, berate the refs, give cheap shots, and generally are poor sports) and when we get overwrought
in the heat of a game and forget why most of us play. I feel most comfortable when everybody feels welcome to
come out when they can and that we deal with whatever lineup we happen to have on a given night against
whatever the other team happens to have. DavidS, Feb 2019)

I just wanted to let you know how fun it is to come out and play with this team in this league, and how
fortunate I feel to have been asked.  I share your views 100%.  It is too bad that some bad apples can paint the
league in a poor light and scare off people just looking for a recreational activity to get some exercise and
enjoy the company of teammates with a common bond, being the UofA. (SheldonR Feb 2019)

I too am concerned about the direction the league has been taking over the past few years. It has
become overly competitive, chippy and after last night, injury is also a worry. It sure takes the fun out of the
game. Particularly Andrew being run into the boards head first and guys throwing punches in front of our net. I
can remember when some players got mad if you lifted their stick, things have changed.  I appreciate your
work behind the scenes, talking to other people involved in the league and co-captaining with Barry. I’m not
sure what, if anything can be done to improve things, we are obviously not all on the same page. I compare it
to a nuclear arms race that is out of control. It definitely discourages medium-level players from participating.
(AlS, feb 2019)

I would not support a 3 goal rule since I think it only addresses part of the issues.  With Miche (sp?), he
doesn't score much but he arguably controls the game more than anyone else in the league. … On the other
hand, I can certainly see the issue if teams are bringing out ringers who are not directly connected to the U of
A.(ALeach, feb2019)



In 2021, the league started up again after the covid pandemic but the number of people wanting to play
in the league did not recover so the league was reduced to 4 teams and the Methuselahs folded and some
players joined the PreCambrians (e.g. Al Schmit, Sheldon Roth, and Dale Kirkland) while some joined other
teams who were short players (e.g. David Sulz to Baad Boys).

In January 2022, a wrap-up gathering was held at Royal Pizza. Attending were Al Schmit, David Sulz,
Eric Spink, Garnett Workun, Greg Goss, Keir Hammer, Kevin Wallace, Michael Splinter, Peter Bailey, Royce
Johnson, Sheldon Roth, Troy Janzen. Some accumulated money in the account was also donated to UAlberta
Campus Food Bank and Kidsport.

Articles / Extracts

1) Macleod, R. C. All True Things : A History of the University of Alberta, 1908-2008. University of Alberta
Press, 2008.
































