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This thesis is an anthropological study of the interactions between the coffee industry and the tourism industry in Costa Rica. It focuses on how coffee production, marketing and consumption have been affected by the presence of tourists and how tourists come in contact with coffee. I conducted fieldwork in Costa Rica: in the Caribbean and Central Highlands. I focused on the places where tourism and coffee come together: on coffee tours and at establishments where coffee is sold. I have drawn three key conclusions from this research. First, that coffee quality and consumption patterns differ for locals and foreigners. Second, that specific locations have been created to satisfy tourists’ needs and meet tourists’ standards. Third, that these locations stage authentic experiences in order to maintain local privacy and ensure their visitors’ satisfaction.
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