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Two experiments measured winter feed waste when cows were fed forage on snow.  In the first experiment, feed waste was different (P0.05) at 23.2% and 26.8% respectfully.  When chopped barley cereal silage or high moisture round bale silage was fed into bunks, feed waste was 0%.  Protein losses were 27.1% and 24.2% for the pit and round bale silage.  Feed waste, nutrient replacement and additional equipment costs increased winter feeding costs by $164.50 for pit silage and $126.00 for bale silage over a 175 day feeding period.
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